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25 June 1946 

Conversation with Mr. Howard K. Menh1nick, TVA, Knoxville 

Menhinick: Mr. Lilienthal and Mr. Pope, the two members ot our Boara, 

are out of town until Wednesday or Thursday, but I have turned 

the matter over to mp: our General Manager and he advised me that 

he could tell us that he was sure that arrangements could be made 

to do the Job on a reimbursable basis, provided the State Depart­

ment will askthe TVA to do this Job tor the State Department at 

the request of Uli. In other words, we would be reporting directly 

to the State Department and they in turn to UH. 1'111 you ask 

the State Department to request D 'l'VA to do this Job :for UK. (. --
It seems that we have policy arrangements that make it difficult 

'- tor us to make any arrangements with a foreign government. 

1, 

The policy arrangements should go trom UH to the State Department, 

to TVA. However, travel expenses QI and per diem should be paid 

d1rectlyto the men. 

If for any reason the State Department is unwilling to do that, 

it is possible that TVA could do the Job :for UN, it the State 

Department would request it. I would suggest that the first 

• thing to be done, is to check with the State Department to find 

out if they would formally ask the TVA to do it tor them. Will 

you let me know as soon as you find out, then I would present 

it before our Board on Wednesday or Thursday. In tm meantime, 

I will dr@ft the kind of letter that TVA would like to receive 

:from the State Department. 

I have a number of questions: It is poss1. ble that we would need 

spot consultants on special aspects and some of these consul tan ts 
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we would not have on our staf'f'. I wonder if' UN could furnish 

or ·hire the consultants we would need; would they agree to do 

thatt 

Bennett: - Yes, to the best of our ability. 

i4enh1nick: If we had to hire consultants through TVA, that would 

·result in a week's delay or more and time is so short. Will the 

UN supply the of'fioe space, equipment, maps, e_tc, thaj we would 

need? 

Bennett: We could supply them within limits. 

Manhinick: Is there any possibility of' obtaining space in Manhatlan? 

.3~ We would prefer to have our offices there as it would be nearer 

to the people we would be working with. 

Bennett: We would do the best we can to f'ind such space. There are 

negotiations. being conducted now to get office space in White 

Plains. 

Jlenhinick: We would prefer Manhattan to White Plains. lax•1~u 

It would complicate our wcr k to be 

so far away as White Plains and we need to work fast and 

efficiently. Also, the Regional Planning Association is located 

in Manhattan and we will be working closely with them. Manhattan 

,ais also within commuting distance to White Plains. 

Bennett: How much space would you need? 

Menhinick: I will bring with me a staff' of' 7 people and I would 

",(1 need a reception room and an off ice large enough to hold con­

t(_/ terences and it 1lluld be desirable 1t we had a special ottice 

U' -,,._,, f'or other staff 111Bmbers, and also space t> r secretaries and 
,t ' 

typists. I could bring one tQtd secretary with me; could UN 
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J/I supply additional secretaries and typists as we , need the■? ) 

{I Be,;nett: Yes, within limits. (~ ~ ~ 
Menh1n1ok: As soon as we make these arrangements with the State 

Department, then I would like to send my Administrative Officer 

up to help you with the office arrangements and e qu1pment, 

and in getting la living space for our people. 
him 

Bennett: We want to get•••••=~••• as soon as possible. 

Menhinick: I could get him up the first of next week. 

Bennett: We would like to have him here this week-end if possible. 

Menhinick: I think that can be worked out, if we get things cleared 

up by Wednesday of this week. 

Bennett: The space at Manhattan I cannot promise as space here 

cJ 

' 
is scarce, but I am sure immediate space can be :fb und at 

Bunter College. 

Menhinick: Hunter College would not be too convenient either, 

but I will get my Administrative Office~ up to you this 

week-end to help you work out the space arrangements, .if 

the arrangements with the State Department are worked out. 

Benrett: The most difficult problem is getting space. 

Menh1oiick: If I - took a chance ands ent my .administrative Officer 

up in the next few days, would you reimburse h1m for travel 

and per diem expenses? 

Bennett: Yes, send him up Thm-sday or Friday. I talked to Ur. Pelt 

and he told me to make any arrangements possible. 

Menh1n1ck: Wi:n. the UN make the services of the Regional Planning 

Association available to the TVA staff? How much of their time 

and staff are devoted to your UN staff% 
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Bennett: We have the full time of Mr. Fred Clark and he hmbeen 

asked to get together certain maps and certain data and 

we have an arrangement with him whereby he is to do that 

and use as many of his people as he needs. 

Menhennick: Do you have any drafting service? 

Bennett: Very little. 

Menh1nick: Could the Regional Planning Association Jr ovide any 

drafting service? This is a .necessity. 

Bennett: Mr. Pelt asked me it you could provide some drafting service. 

Menhinick: I probably could bring some draftsmen along, but it 

will run up the expense. 

Will you check with the Regional Planning Association and 

see to what extent they can provide drafting service and let 

met know and I will bring whatever additional staff will be 

needed. After you have had a chance to check with Fred ·ttu 

Clark, then I will be tree to talk with him? I vould like you 

to explain to Fred that we would like to utilize the services 

of the Regional Planning Association abd we would see that 

they receive suitable credit acknowledgment. We would like 

to have their consultation and we would see that they are 

suitably credited. 

How is per diem and travel handled? 

Bennett: The regular staff is paid g travel expenses and per diem. 

Menhinick: Should the TVA staff pay their own expenses to New York 

and then be reimbursed by UN? 

Bennett: Yes. I think the per diem is t10 a day, but it is being 

revised, so I would not say posib1vely. 
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14enh1nick: I think $10 per diem would be Just about right. But, 

I would hesitate to ask any of our staff to come up and 

toot any of their own bills. 

Bennett: I will confirm all of this in a telegram to you. 

Menh1nick: In the case ot my principal staff members, there will 

be occasions when they will have to take people out to 

dinner, and I think they could do that on a llO p, r diem 

without CD ming out too badly. {?} 
Bennett: I will advise you definitely on that. 

14enh1nick: I presume that arrangements could be made to get per 

diem and r e1mbursement tor travel at a suitable interval; 

Bennett: We pay per diem every week. 

Menh1n1ck: What about local travel? 

Bennett: We have automobile service and taxi fares would be 

reimbursable. Automobiles are furnished with the driver. 

Menhin1ck: 1'hen we don't need to worry about automobiles? 

Bennett: Not unless you require too many of them. 

Menh1nick: We would require one automobile fairly frequently. 

Bennett: We could take care of that. 

Menhinick: To whom would we be reporting? Who would aslt the State 

Department to pay the TVA? 

Bennett: It is the secretariat. The confirmation will be from the 

Secretariat, Mr. Pelt. 

Menh1n1ck: What are poss1b111ties ot finding living quarters tor 

our staff? 

Bennett: Our housing people will take care ot that and when we know 

you are coming, we will wire you the hotel. 
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Menhinick: I think we can have our s taf'f' on the Job ready to work 

on Monday, July 8. 

Bennett: That is alright, except that Mr. Pelt has promised the 

Commission to have technical staf't by the end of' this wu 
week. 

Menhinick: We could get there on t rs 8th and I don I t think it 

would be possible to get there sooner. 

Bennett: If' you could possiblly get someone here before the 8th, 

Mr. Pelt would be grateful. 

Menhinick: · what we will have to have before we can get going is 

a contract from the State Department. I will send to you 

the kknd of' letter we will want to receive from ta the 

State Department, and I will start drafting a contract 

and this will all take time. I also have TVA uuilixu 

commitments to get in line. Also my staff' members have 

commitments. II Could arrangements be made that TVA staff' 

members could return to Kno•ville occasionally as needed 

to keep the TVA program going? 

Bennett: 'Mes. 

Menhinick: I am bringing about 7 people, and if' poss1. ble, the 

draftsmen that .will be needed, and I will draw on other TVA 

people f'or consultation on certain problems. TVA will make 

the resources of' its whole staff' available when needed. 

Now, this seems to be the situationl You will check first 

with the State Department to find out whether they will as~ 

TVA to do this Job f'or them. Then I will get a telegram 

trom you regarding the arrangements. In the meantime, I 

will arrange, after I gel: your telegram, f'or our Administrative 



- &J7-

Officer to come up in the next tew days. It you could 

make hotel reservations tor him, that will be very helpful. 

I will talk to you again soon and I will give you his 

name then. 

Bena, tt: I want to study the notes on this conversation aid discuss 

it with Mr. Pelt, and then get a telegram ott to you this 

afternoon. 
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June 10, 19"6 

TO: Messrs. Pelt, Moe, and Vaughan 

FROM: G. E. Bennett 

SUBJECT: Additional interviews in selection ot Teohnioal 
Director 

In addition to the interview with Mr. Walter H. Kilham 
Tuesday at 2:30, arrangements have also been made to interview 
Mr. Roland Wa.nlt at 3:00 and Mr. Howard K. llenhiniok at 5:00. 

Attached hereto is some information on Kr. Menhiniok. 
I do not have any biographical data on Mr. Wa.nk:. 



• 

HOWARD K. MENHINIOIC 

1929 - 1937 Assistant Professor of Regioll8.l Planning, 
Har'VB.rd Uni versit "1, Cambrid-ge, Mass. 

1937 to date Director, Department of Regional Planning 
Studi••• Tennessee Valley Authority 

Member of American Institute of Planners since 1932 
Executive Secretary and Editor of the American Institute ot 
Planner'e Journal, 1935-37. 
Member, Board ot Governors, American Institute of Planners, 1g43-46 

Address: 554 Sprankle Building, Knox•lle, ,Tenmssee 
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6 Jme 1946 .. • 
Dnr llr. ¥eold.niek, 

.la ~• flA7 probab}T kllOII • tbwe i• a tnit..d W..\ic:llls Beadqurtera 
Coaala41on &AJ01a\ed b7 t.a. General Ae•+l,r 1D febl'Wlr7 last. now 
al\Una 1n lew Tork tor the pvpo• ot ncaarandSng to t.ba Oeneral 
&an bl., 1n Septaeer nut. \be loeat.ioa. UM general cblln.e\ff, and 
\lie eke ot the a1t.e which will be re<tui.Nd tor tbe Penument ftea4-
qllll.J't,era ot the 'Ordted N&tiou and •niche aoqordin& t.e t.be teru ot 
reterenoe ot tbi• COllld.aaion • ie t.o be l.oaated 1n the a.re& et Weet­
oltast.r and l'airtield C0911t.1ea. 

It 11 ffidfflt that a Collllias1on ot this kind r.quina \e@nical, 
..twiaol7' and .. cret.ar1.al &N1.at.ance on a high lffltl it 1\, 1• \o ca:rr, 
Rt it.a l\mctiona 1n a. proper and eftici•t u.nner. foncm,r, 1\ 1• 
llk•l.J' that the pruet ComiaaJ.oa, wbose uist.nn ceases 1n Sept.o Ml" 
DUI., will be folloHd bT o~ bodie■ to lM apPoint,ed b7 tlae Oenenl 
Aa-1,,t,- 'dUl a rl.• \o plennSag and OUTJ1llg oat. t.be ._adquart.era 
pnJM\ oace the G4meral Aaeeably ha■ decidM on the ait.e. As a •\t.er 
er~. a Pl.Amin& Coald.aaion hu al.N&d;J been torueea 1A the laMbl7•a · 
re-,l.ll\1on or P•M"11117 1.aa,. TM• Mve 'bodt•• will INt eYea aore 1D 
Deed of UM kind ot udat.aaee Jut, ·aentioMd t.ban tile pnNM a..ct-
411U"WN Coaiea1on and t.bereton \be pr-Ml.ell baa ari.-• trca \be 
point ot 'f1ff of tlle s.r.~1 et the Uaited la\iaea, or 
appo1A\1a& • special wcbld.oal ad adn.•17 ...rt wit.bin the° s.oret-
aria~ o.r the tJnlted 1'at.ioaa tor the .,..u1o pvpoae ot auv1ag ~ 
timu.t7 tJlrftlh the ftl"lolle etapa tNa ait. eeleo\ioD tJ1rowc11 plamdac 
\o cout.nc\1on ot tlae ~,... I\ 1• &lao obYio•• Ulat. a eta.tr 
~ t.bi• k.1A4 •ill need a hi&lal7 acapet.ellt. ud. uper1...,.. dil"eot.or. 

W. ll&Ye been 1n to1acb with a maNr of repre-\aUTe AM.rican 
eooiet.lea of arcbit.ect•, plann1ng engiaNra and ofticial• &Gd we ha•• 
.. to U.. eoneluaion tbat. t.be direotor we baYe 1n Iliad allollld.. 
pret.,.q, be an aerioan ciUMD owSnc t.o t.M local knowJ.Ald&9 re­
qsiNd for • proJNI. ot Uda idatl, &Dd t.llat. lie llbo1ll.d be a MD ot 
w14e u;perleaoe and coapet..aoe since tJae projeol, m4w dl.cuaion 1l1ll 
.... a~_preND\ a &N&t 11UaNr of aepee\e which do not nonall7 
mi.• 111 M1ld1na pnjeo\a. Ia Yi• of t.ld•• it. 1• olw- t.h&t. the 
appeSatiMDt. which t.he s.on~ ot the ad.t.ed latlona wUl 
haTe t.c; Mk• la not. an uq OM liDcl we wolll.d like \o baYe the beDetit. 

/of 

• 
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.. 

of -,our pareonal opinion and pidano. on \hi• qw\ion. It. lll&ht eYen 
happea. ill t.be course of t.he OOIITera&\ion which we WOQJ.d "IV7 __, 
like t.o Mft with ,OW., tba.t. J'Vll ldpt find J'Olll'Nlt pe,...,..,17 ia\er­
eat.ecl 1n an uaipent, ot W.a Jdnd. I wolll.d t.heretore be p-at.ehl. 
it 10• would let. ae know, at 70V earliest oollftni•oe, •hen and nere 
two or t.hree ot lfl' con.aa-a ud 117Nl:t 001114 haTe a qld.et. talk wit.h 
7011 on the &ban MDtioned nbJaot.. We lleaitate to ask J'01l to take 
\be t.rollble to COll8 out. to Jhmt.er eou.ae. but. •• the tmiuel llatiou 
ban a Mt! 00Jmmleat.ott1oe at. 61.o, Plt\h AYen•, it WOlll.d perhape 
be better tor ue to meet \lie~, prel41ftbl.T nr1ng the tirat halt of 
nen .._, the tiae and exact. date t.o be arrangad. \el9Jlbon. • I can 
be reaclled, any- tille dur1Dc t.he dq, at. OilroH Si-'.700, k\enaioll :la. 

Irr. Boward J:. llenhinick, 
S'4, Sprankle Bttildine, 
IIIIDDille, 
Tenn. 

A. Pel\, 
4aa1atant S.cret.&r7-0eneral, 
tor Conference a.ad General 

Serri.c••• 

• 



Telephone conversation with Mr. Menhinick of TVA, 6-27-46 

MENHINICK: ou heard from the State Department yet? 
l 
1)1 

BENNETT: .Jll•-M-'/has oeen handling that and I thought it was set. 
I 

MENHINICK: We have not had a word from them as to whether they have 

found a means of contracting with BX TVA to do the job for UN. 

Our ~oard and legal staff met today to consider this problem and 

decided that TVA lacked legal authori2Y to make a direct contract 

w1th Un1t@d Nat1QQI and the ~~.!I way TVA can undertake this -
request is through a gon£ract with the State Defartment. The 

Board ruled out the possibility of loaning TVA personnel or 

allowing our staff to go on leave without pay, and there were 

aiso policy p problems in relation to our problem of budget, etc. 

The only possibility of you obtaining the help you want from TVA 
<:;, . 

is to get that contract with the State Department. If the State 
With 

Department can find some way wft~ek which they can contract for 

these service·s with you, we are prepared to do and they have 

authorized me to select the personnel with which to do the Job. 

But unless the State Department t1nds some way and does have 

authority to contract with TVA to do that Job, we are stymied. 

The State Department might find its legal auth9~ity strengthened 

if President Truman would ask thett) to find some way ot doing it. 

It may be through the ut1~izat1on of President Truman's powers 

that a way could be found. 

BENNETT: There must be a way and we will try to talk with some 

one on President's Truman's office. 

MENHINICK: You might 11ke to approach it through the State Department 

and suggest to them to get President Truman to do it. 
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BENNETT: The State Department people have all assured us 

that it could 1::e done, that it was just a matter ot red 

tape. 

We will get after them to cut the red tape. 

MENHINICK: I have gone just as tar as I can and I have our 

ilaxmu.xxi:tax men lined up and I have picked the top men. 

I have a good statt and we are all set to go. I have an 

administrative otticer ready to move in with you. 

BENNETT: I have Just gotten the zian space tor your statt 

today at the New York Lite Insurance Company, Madison 

Avenue • 

.MENHINICK : How much space? 

BENNETT: About 1800 sq. tt. 

MENHINICK: How is it laid out. 

BENN~TT: It is so that it can be worked out. 

MENHINICK: Then the next thing to do is tor your people 

to stay with the State Department. Our Board wants to 

be of any service to United Nations we could be. We just 

can't think ot any way we coul:d legally do it direct. 

BENNETT: Mr. Pelt ottered to go to Washington ad the State 

Department told him 1t would not be necessary • 

.ilIENHINICK: I don't know anything about what they are doing 

1n the State Department, except through Mr. Nichols who 

told our office that they could not do it legally. 

BENNETT:: D. Pelt went through the State Department up here. 

MENHINICK: There is nothing more we can do trom this end and 
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we will just have to wait and see what you can do with the 

State Department. 

BENNETT: We should be able to do something through your 

Washington office. 

MENHINICK: Our Washington office cannot in any way put pressure 
they 

on the State Department. All that~•• can do si to act as 

a funnel. It would seem too bad if th1s is held up by red 

tape. 

BENN~TT: I called Nichols th1s afternoon and.got Mr. Pelt to work 

on it. lllr. Snyder is tee President's representative on 

dealings with UN and he should be able to do something. 

MENHINICK: Do you know who it is in the State Department who 
I 

has been dealing with the legal Queslion? Is it some 

top-night lawyer or one down the line? 

BENNETT: I don't know who it is but it does not seem to be 

high enough • 

.MENHINICK: I am sending you today my expense account for those 

two trips. If it is not filled out correctly, let me know. 

BENNETT: I'll put it through. 

MENlUNIOK: I widerstood from lllr._ Pelt that he wanted our people 

' to, if this came through, come up and pay their cash fares 

by train or plane. Do you get tax exemptions, and if so could 

you s end p us some forms? 

BENNETT: Yes, I will send some forms. 

MENHINICK: Any other proceduresf 

BENNETT: If you knew the names of the people who were coming, 

We could make reservations for them. 

MDHINIOK: I don't know how they are coming, but I can send 

you the names. There will be nine of us coming up. 
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I might have to charter a plane if I can't get space other­

wise. It should not cost any more than a normal flight. 

As soon as we know whether we are going to do this, then 

I will check on transportation arrangements and we will get 

together Eµld see how to handle it. 

BENNETT: We will send tax exemption blanks and we will reimburse 

travel e xpenses. 
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state Departnent 
Washington, D. D. Attention: ttr:ttl. :"'i' iiiiiliiiSISifl&S::::Uuiaf:Ehziia•&U 

REQUEST STATE DEPARTMENT MAKE AVAILABLE TO UNITED NATIONS SERVICES OF THE 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY FOR PREPARAT~~ Iffi:ADQUARTERS 00.MMISSION REPORT. 

ARRANGEMENI'S MADE WITH MR. HOlfARD K. MENHINICK 'ro PROVIDE TECHNICAL STAFF 

HEADED BY HIMSELF, INCLUDING SEVEN OR EIGI-rr EXPERTS, ON A REilffiURSABIE COST 
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TEIEGRAll 

Mr. Howard K. Menhinick 
Tennessee Valley Authority f\~. J 
KnOJm.lle, Tennessee ~ .J; ~ S,'~ ...,....., 

.;... Re CON\IEJISATION WTTH BENNEr~H~$ D,\TE, ~ --~-- CO!IFl3illilll 
'11--~ TVA~ ~1-i-•-:t.... ~.. ' 

(1)- UN WILL PIDVIDE CONSULTJNT YOU NEED. (2) EXPENSES AND EQUIPMENT WILL BE 
Qt:a4i« I, · 

PROVIDED IN \(ANHATTAN IF POSSIBLE . fflfJA4FEAN MOW IOOff~ f#i@IWtBY. (30 YOUR 

RESERVATIONS WILL BE MADE WHEN NAMES AND ARRIVAL DATES ARE KNOWN. WOULD 

LIKE VEllY MUCH TO HAVE PART OF Y0UR STAFF BY JUNE 3~W1Tll ?Ull ~ C-iJ'J.,~3NT 

BY JULY 8. S'rATE DEPARThllffl INDICATES APPOOVAL • ..q,:£5f .!;fi!ii--"::2 Ii,. 

an!i 
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HOWARD K. MENHINICK 



HOWARD K, IIENHINICK 

1929 - 1937 Assistant Professor of Regional Planning, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

1937 to date Director, Department of Regional Planning 
Studies, Tennessee Valley Authority 

Member or American Institute of Planners since 1932 
Executive Secretary and Editor of the Allerioan Institute of 
Planner's Journal, 1935-1937. 
Member, Board of Governors, .American Institute of Planners. 1943-46 

Address: 554 Sprankle Building, Knoxville, Telll!l~ 



RF.ffiJME OF INTERVIEWS 

Present I llesars. Pelt, Vanghan, · Moe and Bennett (Seo.) 

Mr. H, K. Meph1pigk. Regional. PJenn1pg EDdmer froW TVA (JUDe ll, 5:00 p.m.) 

Mr. Menhinick brcught out the following in his replies to questions: 

l) He considered that the position required a high type of abillt," to 
bring workers of Tarious professions together into a tea. '!'his 
adm1n1strative abillt," was considered more illportant than the 
question of whether an architeet, engineer, or planner was needed. 
He suggested that men who bad had experience in large scale 
)JPllebg might be suitable. 

2) As to salary' range, $101 000 and upwards wCJUld seem appropriate. 

3) The staff should include an architect, civil engineer, road 
arcbiteet, cit:," planner, site planner, statistician, am economist. 
other conaultants, such·as structural engineers am experts on 
water aippl.y and sewage, will be needed. 

4) The program report method of working was recommended. Under this 
plan the staff wCJUl.d prepare a report on the work program, which 
WOl1ld be considered by the polley board. 


