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regerd, it should be recalled that an agreement was concluded with the European Commission
in March 1995, specifying the seading of up to 50 fully equipped officers to Rwanda. That
sgreement, which formally expired on 15 Auvgust 1995, has been provisionally renewed
several times, the last lime for the period of 15 January to 15 Macch 1996, In this context,
it shoukdl aiso be noted thet the sumber of monitors provided by the EU has never reached
the ceiling of 50 (the maximum number of monitors deployed has beea 32 for a pedod of
three months). At the momxent, only eleven officers remain from the initial contingent.

With regard to the peactical aspects of the decision by the Furopesn Commission to
withdraw its monitors, It should be noted that the presently deployed EU monitors were
inforreed on 7 March that they would not have o leave their posts on 15 March. However,
on 13 March, they were notified that they would have to withdraw within 48 hours,
purportedly "for technical reasons resuiting from internal audit problems.” After EU member
states made their views clear to the Commission, this decision was reversed and the contracts
of EU officers were extended until 31 Maxch.

The new agreement with the European Commission, which foresees the deployment
of up to 50 fully equipped officers for a further period of 6 months is still under pegotiation,
the major upresolved issue being the insisienco of the European Commimsion that, on
deployment decisions, the Chief of the Operation not merely consult the EU-Coordinator, bul
seek his formal agreement. This demand is impossible for me to accet, as this would create
a bicephalism in the Operstion which should be avoided by all means. EU member sutes
agree with me on this point. [t mmust be recalied that the HRFOR is aot & joint operatiop, but
a UN Operation 1o which the EU contributes resources, On the other hand, | am prepared to
g0 to great lengths to accommodate the wish of the Europesa Commission for maximum
visthility. 1 hope that this issue can be resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. 1 will
keep you informed of firther developments in this matter.
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