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1. On t 9 October, Canadian voters handed a decisive victory to the Liberal Party. ~~ ( ( ( ( ~ 
following the election of members of the House of Commons of the 42nd Parlhunent of r:Y.--' 0 
Canada. Wtth the Liberals winning a clear majority (]84 out of338 seatsf,\heir leader; 
'Ji:i"Stirl Trudeau, the son of a well-regarded former Prime Minister, is set to become the new 
-erime Minister of Canada. Hts vtcto marked an upset for Pnme Mmtster Ste hen Harper, 
~ho had held power since 2006. ,Mr. Harper's Conservative Party won just 99 se~ts, as arQ. 
d~rease from the 166 that they had secured in the 2011 elections. The three remaining 
parties in the new House of Commons are the leftist New Democratic Party (NDP) with 44 
seats, the Bloc Quebecois with ten and the Greens with one. A total of 88 women were 
elected, which is more than the 76 who won seats in 2011. However, women still only 
~count for 26 per cent of the House of Comroons. . 

2. T,h_e election results have significant implications for the United Nations as well as in 
other regions far from Canada's borders. R~arding climate change, the official Liberal 
p.Qi:mon, whtch IS shared by many analysts. is that Mr Harper failed to take sufficient action 
and thus dama ed Canada's international re utation. In that regard, it is worth remembering 
that Mr. Harper pulle Canada out of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change in 2011. By contrast, Mr. Trudeau has pledged to "develop 
r~climate change solutions, consistent with our international obli ations".Jn addition to 
attending next month's Paris Climate ange on erence, ts_part.y has also committed to 
h'9Iding a national meeting within ..JO days to establish a pan-Canadian framework fur 
combatting climate change_, which would include the creation of national emissions reduction 
t.argets. 

k 
3. !'-nother area of interest to the United Nations is support to its peacekeepi!}g 
operations. Canada had historically been a strong supporter of ~d contributor to such 
operations, an d former Canadtan Prime Minister and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Lester 
Pearson is considered to be the father of United Nations peacekeeping. However, under 

. Prime Minister Harper, the number of Canadian mili and alice ersonnel in United 
Nations mtsstons roppe rom some 50 when he took office in 2006 to just 116 to ay, 
meaning that Canada now ranks 68 th in the world in terms of contributions. In contrast to Mr. 
Harper's documented reluctance to participate in United Nations missions over the past nine 
years, Mr. Trudeau recently said, "Right now, there is a need to revitalize, focus and support 
peacekeeping operations around the world". That sentiment, along with the J.jberal s_' 
traditional pro- eacekee in track record, would su est that Mr. Trudeau's victory could 

erald an increase in Canadian contributions to United Nations peacekeepmg. 

4. Outside of Canada, the elections were followed closely in Israel and the Russian 
Federation. OnJ.he lsraeh-Palestinlan issue, Mr. Harper had established Canada as a staunch 
Israel supporter. He became the first Canadian Prime Mintster to addres set, 
refused to condemn srae 1 se emen san Wl rew ana tan fundin for the United 
Nations Relie an or s . r a s me e gees in the Near East (!lliRWA . He 
afso cut ties with Israel's enemy Iran in 2012. In Moscow, pro-Government media appeared 
to elcome the loss of Mr. Harper, who had angered Russian President Vladimir Putin b 
t e nina Russtan 1 n . Mr. Trudeau has not given any 
indications that he will radically shift Canadian poli~js: s on Israel or Ukraine, but unease on 
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pro-Israeli ~nd pro-Ukrainian web sites has been observed. Meanwhile, Mr. Trudeau has 

: pl~~ged ~o .;welcome more Syrian refugees and restore relations with Iran . 

5. There are many explanations for the Conservatives' heavy losses. One is that the 
Canadian public was increasingly uncomfortable with Mr. H~rper' s movement of Canada 
away from its traditional multilateralist policies, his disengagement from the United Nations 
and the subsequent diminishing of the country's global standing. The outgoing Canadian 
Government's attitude toward the United Nations was demonstrated most recently by its 
decision to send its. Dept.JtY Foreign Minister, as opposed to. someone more senior,Jo this · 
year's General Debate. It is evident that Mr. Harper's Government had been losing clout in 
international bodies, as was seen when Canada lost to Portugal during the 2010 Security 
Council elections. By contrast, Mr. Trudeau penned an opinion piece last month entitled 
''The World Needs Canada to be a Meaningful Member of the UN", in which he concluded, 
"We, as Canadians, will recommit to the United Nations". It is likely that Mr. Trudeau will 
bring Canada back toward the internationalist fold. However, it remains to be seen how 
quickly and deeply that will happen. 
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