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SG/SM/2761
SC/4101
24 July 1979

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S PRESS STATEMENT AFTER SECURITY COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS

REGARDING UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE

Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim made the following press statement today
following the Security Council consultations regarding the United Nations
Emergen cy For ce (UNEF):

In the light of the Security Council consultations which took place this
afternoon, it is my understanding that members of the Council are agreed that
there should be no extension of the UNEF mandate, which will accordingly lapse
at midnight tonight, 24 July. It is my intention therefore to make all the
necessary arrangements for an orderly withdrawal of UNEF.

I wish to take this opportunity to express to the Commander of UNEF, the
off icers and men of the Force and the civilian s t a f f , my warm appreciation for
the splendid service which they have given to the United Nations and to the
cause of peace. In the nearly six years of its existence, UNEF has played a
vital role, f irst of all in restoring peace in the area, and later on,
ensuring that peaceful conditions continued and developed. I wish also to
express my gratitude to the Governments who have made troops available for
service in UNEF. The members of the Security Council have asked me to
associate them in this expression of appreciation.

In view of the fact that the withdrawal of UNEF is without prejudice to
the continued presence of the UWTSO observers in the area, it is my intention
to make, in accordance with existing decisions of the Security Council, the
necessary arrangements to ensure the further functioning of UWTSO.

* *** *
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL AT CLOSE OF GENEVA MEETING

ON REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA

Following is the text of the statement made by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim at the con elusion in Geneva this evening of the two-day Meeting on
Refugees and Displaced Persons in South-East Asia:

As we conclude our discussion, I wish to sum up and evaluate the results
of our proceedings.

This meeting has been an occasion without precedent in the history of the
United Nations. Sixty-five countries concerned with the grave crisis existing
in South-East Asia have participated with a view to relieving the plight of
hundreds of thousands of refugees and displaced persons.

When the idea of a conference was f irst launched, there were considerable
doubts about its chances of achieving its purpose. There was even the fear
that this gathering could stray into a sterile and acrimonious debate which
would aggravate even further the political atmosphere surrounding the refugee
crisis. I think we can say with grat if icat ion that this has not been the
case. On the contrary, the very fact that the international community was
about to focus its attention on the humanitarian issues in South-East Asia has
created a momentum of its own. Before the conference started, several
countries increased substantially the number of resett lement places for
refugees and their financial commitments. In addition, intensive contacts
took place on a bilateral and multilateral basis to find x;ays and means of
alleviating the suffer ing of the refugees in the area.

The response during our meeting has been significant. A remarkable
spirit of co-operation has marked our deliberations. Many countries have put
forward concrete and imaginative proposals. Generous offers of contribution
in places of reset t lement , in funds, and availabilities for holding centres
have been made.

In my judgement, these developments have brought major strides in our
effor ts to cope with the problem. Indeed, such progress has been required
because of the magnitude of s u f f e r i n g in Indo-China .and because of the
traumatic conditions in which the exodus is taking place. The consequences of
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this massive movement of populations involve not only Indo-China alone but
much of Asia and indeed many countries around the world.

Our purpose at this meeting has been to try to reverse the course of this
tragedy, and I believe we are now well on our way to doing so. The most
tangible and immediate result of this meeting has been the commitments in
regard to resettlement places and financial contributions, which the High
Commissioner has just summarized. This will mean, in practical terms, that
within the next months tens of thousands of refugees will move away from the
present camps to begin new lives. But the scope of the problem is much
larger. To resolve it will require humane policies by all concerned, respect
for certain fundamental principles, and the carrying out of a plan of action
which would be based on the various proposals advanced through our
deliberations.

The principles to which I refer involve an interrelationship of
obligations and responsibilities on the part of the countries of origin, those
of final resettlement, and those of f irst asylum. The countries of origin
must respect the right of emigration and f amily reunifi cation, while avoiding
any action leading to their people depart ing the country under conditions
which would put their lives in jeopardy. This obligation stems from the basic
right of individuals to stay in their country or to leave as a matter of free
will. The countries from which refugees come, have the responsibility to
co-operate ful ly with the UNHCR and the other countries concerned to ensure an
orderly outflow. What we mean by this is orderly arrangements for departure,
the prospect of a safe journey and a destination which is assured.

Taking into account the fact that the countries of f irst asylum are
developing countries confronted with economic and social constraints it is
clear that others outside the area must assume the principal responsibility
for resettling.

However, pending arrangments for resettl ing, it is essential that the
countries of initial arrival should fu l ly respect the principle of f i rs t
asylum, both for land and sea refugees. There should be no refoulement.

Of course, each Government, depending on whether it is a country of
origin, of f i rs t asylum, or final resettlement, puts the emphasis on different
principles. Whereas, the countries of first asylum require a definite pledge
that they should not be burdened with residual problems and the assurance that
no refugees will stay in their country for more than a specif ic period, the
resettlement countries have referred to the need for a degree of local
settlements within the region and have offered significant financial
contributions to facil i tate this process.

I consider this meeting has served a very useful purpose in clarifying
and underlining the interdependence between those elements and am confident
that they can and will be reconciled within the framework of a comprehensive
plan of action.

(more)
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Certain important aspects of the plan as they have emerged may be
highlighted.

First, we must work with the utmost speed to reduce the backlog. This
can only be done by resettlement on a far greater scale and much faster than
hitherto. It is clearly understood that this movement should cover land cases
as well as boat cases. I feel greatly encouraged by the increase in
commitments made during this meeting and feel confident that our objective
xtfill be substantially achieved.

Second, another element closely related is the understanding reached
between the Government of Viet Nam and the UNHCR for the orderly departure
from Viet Nam of family reunions and other humanitarian cases. This should be
expanded and I have noted that many Governments wish this to be done. This
expansion should not be at the expense of those in the camps of South-East
Asia.

Third, a major breakthrough has been achieved in this meeting on the
establishment of holding centres. The measure is one of the pillars of the
action plan and as the High Commissioner for Refugees has said, we will follow
through immediately. The availability of those facilities can make a direct
and important contribution to reducing the dangers now surrounding the exodus
of refugees. They will provide a greatly needed transit area pending
resettlement. Coupled with assurances that residual cases wold not be
abandoned in these centres, they should offer a major reassurance to the
countries of f irst asylum. Work will start shortly on the Galang Island
offered by Indonesia. The Philippine Government, in a move which has won the
appreciation and gratitude of all of us, has offered a new site for 50,000
refugees, to be funded by UNHCR.

Fourth, iescue at sea deserves special attention. I note with
appreciation the noble and humane action undertaken by several countries which
are sending ships to the area to rescue refugees in distress. As you have
been informed by the High Commissioner, the United Nations is taking the
leadership in organizing an international co-operative e f for t in this area.

In conjunction with the plan of action I have just outlined, there are
certain situations \tfhich deserve special attention. I think, for example, of
those suffering people along the border of Kampuchea and Thailand, exposed to
the threat of famine, and to the ebb and flow of conflict. I have no doubt
that the world community will wish the United Nations family to do whatever it
can to alleviate the suffer ing which a f f l i c t s these people.

These, then, are the major elements of the plan of action.

During our deliberations, several additional or supporting proposals were
put foward. All these proposals have been noted. Together with the High
Commissioner for Refugees, I will s tudy these proposals with utmost care and
consult with the Governments concerned on their feasibility. I xvish to thank
all the Governments for their willingness to come forward with concrete ideas.

(more)
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We need no reminder of the fact that, however substantial the
resettlement programme we shall endeavour to implement, it cannot be
successful over the long run without major reduction in the disorderly exodus
of thousands of people from their homelands. This is the root cause which has
been emphasized so much in the last two days. I am glad that, with infrequent
exceptions, this analysis has been generally objective and non-polemical.

As a result of my consultations, the Government of the Socialist Republic
of Viet Nam has authorized me to inform you that for a reasonable period of
time it will make every effort to stop illegal departures. In the meantime
the Government of Viet Nam will co-operate with the UNHCR in expanding the
present seven-point programme designed to bring departures into orderly and
safe channels.

I may also recall that a proposal was made here, supported by a number of
countries, for a moratorium on unorganized departures from Viet Nam.

I have noted with appreciation the many expressions of support for the
UNHCR. I am sure that Mr. Hartling and his dedicated staff will draw from
these words new encouragement in their untiring efforts to bring relief to the
refugees.

I shall personally, and through my Special Representative in the area,
watch closely the developments following on this meeting. The role of the
Special Representative will be, in particular, to maintain close and
continuous contact with the Governments concerned and to liaise between them
and me.

This meeting has greatly served to strengthen the efforts of UNHCR and I
know other agencies of the United Nations system are also ready to intensify
their activities as required by the plan of action. I can assure you that I
shall do all I can to bring the best possible response from the entire United
Nations system. The continued and devoted co-operation of many others,
particularly the voluntary agencies, will be indispensable, and I should like
to thank them most sincerely for all their e f fo r t s .

Evidently, the conclusions we have reached at this meeting cannot be the
end of our efforts . We will now have to see to it that these conclusions are
ful ly implemented through the United Nations machinery. And it is my
intention to present to the next General Assembly a comprehensive report on
the situation and the implementation of the action plan. May I again express
my gratitude to you for your spirit of co-operation which enabled us to
achieve this result . I am confident that we have laid the foundation for the
solution of one of the most tragic experiences which the world has faced.

The meeting is hereby closed.

* *** *
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL AT OPENING OF MEETING

ON REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS, GENEVA, 20-21 JULY 1979

Following is the text of the statement made today by Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim at the opening in Geneva of the Meeting on Refugees and
Displaced Persons:

Distinguished Delegates:

I declare open the Meeting on Refugees and Displaced Persons in
South-East Asia.

First of all , let me welcome you to this meeting and thank you for
accepting my invitation. Your presence is tangible evidence of the concern we
share in common at the magnitude of human tragedy which the world now
witnesses in South-East Asia. I am deeply gratified that the countries
primarily concerned and those which can contribute to the search for durable
solutions to this agonizing problem have decided to attend our deliberations.
I consider this a proof of the willingness of all the participants to engage
in a f ru i t fu l and constructive discussion.

And, as we begin our e f fo r t s , I urge you to bear one overriding
consideration in mind. We meet on this occasion — not for the purpose of
adopting resolutions, not for endorsing generalities — but for seeking
concrete ways of alleviating a crisis where the results will literally involve
the life or death of thousands upon thousands of human beings. The spectre of
men, women and. children cast on the waters to d r i f t , and to drown, others on
the land abandoned to famine and despair have deeply imprinted themselves on
our minds. Having been in the area recently, including visits to the camps, I
speak from a sense of deep personal anguish and sorrow at the desperate plight
of these people.

Think for a moment of the human dimension. In the last four years, over
a million people have left their countries in Indo-China, with half of the
total seeking asylum in the neighbouring countries of South-East Asia. And,
despite our best e f for t s , which has involved resettlement of some 200,000
outside the area, over 350,000 remain in the ASEAN* countries and Hong Kong.

(more)
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And in recent months the number of new refugees and displaced persons arriving
has continued to increase dramat ical ly .

It is essentially this growing imbalance between the new arrivals and
those resettled elsewhere that has confronted the countiies of f i rs t asylum
with such a great dilemma. To them I \jould say, we all recognize the grave
d i f f icu l t i es they face as developing countries. It is unrea l i s t ic to expect
those who give initial refuge to accept such vast numbers as are now arriving
for permanent set t lement. It is essential therefore that the rest of the
world act dramatically, and in concert, to ease in a major way the problems
faced by the countries of South-East Asia. That would enable these countries
to adhere to the principle of f i rs t asylum — without which no refugee
programme anywhere can succeed — and also contribute within the limits of
their possibilities to an over-all action that would lead to durable solutions
for the refugees.

We also surely all recognize that in considering the plight of the
refugees we are dealing with symptoms rather than a cause. ito one can be
unaware of the fact that the problem which we are addressing has poli t ical
roots. Let me say very clearly at the outset that I f u l l y recognize this as a
fact of l ife. Like other refugee situations, this one derives from profound
causes of a polit ical and a historical character. In this instance we face a
certain dilemma. The United Nat ions , of course, stands for the proposition
that individuals wishing to leave their country have the right to do so. At
the same time, as a pract ica l ma t te r , we obviously do not wish to see an
exodus of pesons anywhere in the world who depart from their countries in a
manner which would put their lives in jeopardy. At this point , let me
emphasize that I am fu l ly prepared to continue the contacts which I have
initiated in order to resolve this serious problem. Let me emphasize,
however, that if we here can find adequate solutions to the humanitarian
aspects we w i l l surely help contribute to creating an atmosphere in which
other aspects are more likely to be resolved.

It was with this thought in mine' tha t , when I announced the convening of
this conference, I stressed the humanitarian character of our deliberations.
I sincerely hope that this approach wil l lead to a s ignif icant alleviation of
the present t ragic situation in South-East Asia.

Therefore , I would appeal to you at the outset to ref ra in from
acrimonious debate, which would only interfere in our e f fo r t s here to cope
successful ly with the problem. I trust you wil l fac i l i ta te my role by helping
to assure that we concentrate on the elements of solution rather than on areas
of disagreement.

As you are aware, this meeting has a very limited time in which to
perform a very important funct ion. I am sure I can count on the co-operation
of all delegations in assuring an orderly conduct of our deliberations.

(more)
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The agenda before us is essential ly the following: asylum, rescue at
sea, safe and orderly departure, reset t lement , and the related question of
refugee centres and attainment of durable solutions.

The High Commissioner for Refugees has distributed a paper outlining
these topics in some detail. lie wi l l shortly review the facts of the
situation for you. Before giving him the floor I wish to pay tribute to him
and his dedicated s t a f f . I also wish to express my gratitude to the
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations who play such a critical
role in helping to cope with this monumental task and I welcome their
representatives here this morning.

While the problem has far outrun the solution, it is no mean achievement
to provide food and other support for over 300,000 people in camps while
rese t t l ing , at recent ra tes about 10,000 a month outside the aiea. For that
V7G are grateful not only to the personnel involved in the programme, but to
those Governments and peoples whose generosity and hospitality have enabled us
to accomplish this much.

I very much hope that from out deliberations will come not only
signif icant ly increased commitments for resettlement — opportunities and
funds — but also specif ic suggestions as to hou the programme of action can
most quickly and successful ly be translated into reali ty. Therefore I urge
delegations, individually and jointly, to address the basic topics and give us
the benefi t of their presence in specif ic pledges and recommendations. This
approach, in my view, wi l l produce the maximum possible contribution from our
meeting, and will be re f lec ted in my summing up statement tomorrow.

Only through agreement on a positive and concrete action programme can we
reassure the refugees and the Governments concerned that the international
community has truly galvanized itself in a way commensurate with the magnitude
of its task.

We in the United Nations family are ready and eager to do everything we
can to help. But in concluding I must point out, distinguished delegates,
that it is u l t ima te ly up to you and all the Governments concerned to provide
the basic solutions. The most e f f i c i e n t and devoted co-ordinating e f f o r t ,
which we will seek to provide, can never substi tute for governmental decisions
and action. There can be no fundamental solution without humane policies by
all the Governments con eet ned and without the co-operation of the countries of
origin in assuring an orderly departure. There can be no solution without
understanding on the part of countries of f i r s t asylum; and there can be no
solution without greater commitments by more countries to receive and finance
reset t lement on an adequate scale.

This , then, is my message to you. Take full advantage of the brief time
we are together to re f lec t on your responsibilities and give us the support we
need to of fe r a decent fu ture , indeed even l i fe i t se l f , to the hundreds of
thousands of refugees and displaced persons of Indo-China who place their hope
in us today.

>V *#* -!(
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S ADDRESS TO SIXTEENTH ASSEMBLY

OF. OAU HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

Following is the text of an address delivered today in Monrovia by
Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim to the sixteenth Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU).

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Heads of State and Government, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Once again it is my privilege to address the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity. My participation in this
Assembly refle cts the continuous co-operation existing between your
organization and the United Nations.

May I first pay tribute to His Excellency President William Tolbert and
express my deep appreciation to him and to the Government and people of
Liberia for the cordiality and grace of their welcome. As one of the founding
members of the United Nations and as Afr ica ' s oldest republic, Liberia has
taken historic initiatives in support of African unity and for the elimination
of colonialism and racism from this continent. During his long years of
public service, President Tolbert has been an eloquent champion of these
causes and the spiritual values behind them.

I also take this opportunity to offer my congratulations to another
distinguished statesman of Africa, President Jaffar Kimieri, for his
chairmanship of the OAU during the last twelve months. These have been months
of trial and turbulence for Africa and President Nimieri has been steadfast in
his search for solutions to intra-Africa problems. I am happy at the
strengthening of the bonds between the OAU and the United Nations during his
tenure of this high office. In the same period, your most able and dynamic
Secretary-General, Mr. Edem Kodjo, has built upon the already excellent
relationship between our two organizations. I express my gratitude to him for
his co-operation.

The OAU is an organization with which the United Nations naturally feels
a close sense of kinship and a community of concerns. As your objectives and
achievements reinforce those of the United Nations, so your frustrations are
often caused by the same lack of co-operation between Governments that hampers

(more)
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the e f fo r t of our world Organization to promote international peace and
security. In addressing ourselves to the questions before this Assembly, we,
therefore, proceed fr.om a similar badcground of experience and a common
understanding. We must together consider hov; we can accelerate progress
towards the goals to which we all subscribe.

When I last addressed this Assembly, there was reason to expect an early
solution of the problem of Namibia. This expectation has unhappily not been
fulf i l led . The establishment of a United Nations presence in Namibia in order
to supervise and control elections leading to independence of the Territory
has been regrettably delayed. This stalemate has been further compounded by
South Afr ica ' s action in holding elections in the Territory vhich have been
declared null and void by the United Mations. The plan of action approved by
the Security Council cannot be implemented without the ful l co-operation of
all concerned, particularly South Africa. Diff icul t ies have arisen over the
interpretation of certain provisions of the plan. My stay in Monrovia will
give me an opportunity to discuss and clarify the remaining issues with many
of the distinguished representatives present here and in particular with those
of the front-line States.

I hope that our renewed efforts will help us to over come the present
deadlock and will lead to a just and lasting solution of this problem. This
issue wil l , indeecl, remain one of my main preo ccupations.

The lack of progress tox^ards resolving the question of Zimbabwe is also
another cause for concern. Indeed, the situation in that Terr i tory has now
entered a critical phase. The position of the United Nations is that the
internal settlement as well as the elections which were held under it are
invalid. An enduring solution of this problem can only be assured if there
in a constitution which has the agreement and the suppot t of all the parties
concerned. The constitution announced by the Salisbury regime does not meet
this requirement and cannot therefore be considered as ? basis for genuine
majority rule. Renewed e f for t s must be made to bring all the parties together
to ensure an acceptable and lasting settlement.

' - You may be assured that we will continue to accord this urgent problem
the highest priority. For my par t , I have kept in close touch wi th the
situation. Only a few days ago I had talks in London on the latest
developments with the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary of the United
Kingdom. The talks were timely and useful and afforded me an opportunity to
present the position of the United Nations on the question. In order that
progress may be achieved, we must continue to rely upon the co-operation of
the OAU, and in particular the front-l ine States, to faci l i ta te a negotiated
settlement. It is especially important that all Member States of the United
Nations str ict ly adhere to the measures called for by the Security Council and
remain united in their approach to the problem.

The situation in Hamibia and Zimbabwe has deteriorated to the point where
they now have serious implications for the security of the whole region. I
have been most distressed by the continued attacks being made against Angola,
Botswana, Mozambique and Zambia. The loss of life and widespread destruction
caused by these attacks underscore the danger to peace and security.

(more)
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As regards apartheid, it has been the lesson of history that any
political system based on racial discrimination will utlimately fail. The
international movement to end policies of racial injustice is gaining momentum
and it has begun to make an impact on the situation. We must build on the
advances that have been made. One of the great challenges confronting the
United Nations is the need to transform the racial situation in southern
Africa so that men and women of d i f fe ren t races can co-exist and exercise
their tights as equals. There is no higher imperative of peace.

In addition to the problems of southern Afr ica , your continent has
regrettably been the scene of some bitter inter-State conflicts.
Wewly-independent countries must avoid the violent strife and frictions which
characterized the growth of the nation-State system elsewhere in the last
century. The Charter of the OAU recognized this fact and has provided

machinery for mediation. Where bilateral negotiations do not lead to a
solution, recourse should be made to such machinery. Moreover, it is
important that more use be made of preventive diplomacy to avert a repetit ion
of some tragic situations which have occurred in this continent.

I knovr that you ail share my grave concern at the tragedy which has
overtaken the people of Chad. For several years now their country has been
torn by discord and strife. There has been much bloodshed and suffering and
many people have been forced to flee their homes. From the talks which I have
had with some of the parties concerned, as well as with the Governments of
neighbouring countries, I know that there is a genuine desire to end this
fratr ic idal conflict . I am glad that the OAU, through the good of f ices of
several of its member States, is actively seeking to bring about a negotiated
set t lement of their d i f fe rences by the parties concerned.

I profoundly hope that these ef for t s will leac1 to peace and national
re con ciliation.

It is most unfortunate that , despite our collective e f f o r t s , no solution
has yet been found to the question of Western Sahara acceptable to all the
parties. I have been personally involved in these e f for t s for a number of
years at the request of the Securi ty Council and the General Assembly, and I
am therefore fu l l y aware of the deep emotions which underly the position of
each of the parties. In the circumstances, I welcome the current attempts by
the OAU to resolve this tragic situation.

It is my sincere hope that the Hussion of peace undertaken by the
distinguished irembers of your Ad Hoc Committee will prove successful and that
it will make possible a positive resolution of this dangerous situation. I
trust that the fraternal links which bind the peoples of the area will
ultimately prevail. I should like you to know that I stand ready to give
whatever assistance and co-operation you may require in order to achieve our
common objectives.

(more)
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Let me now turn a problem, the solution of which is of the greatest
importance not only to Afr ica , but also to the world community. In the Middle
East, we are going through a period of uncertainty, discord and increasing
violence. The dramat ic developments which led to the signing of a Peace
Treaty between Egypt and Israel have created a new situation in the area.

I am deeply convinced that just and lasting peace can be achieved only
through a comprehensive settlement, covering all aspects of the diddle East
problem, including the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people.
Ultimately, all parties concerned must be involved, and the United Nations
offers a unique opportunity to achieve this. I believe our Organization
presents a potential in this regard which has not been fu l ly utilized. One
possibility, which I continue to believe might be pursued, is a preparatory
meeting under United Nations auspices looking toward a later reconvening of an
international conference. Indeed, it would be tragic if all the e f fo r t s to
make progress towards peace in the Middle East were to result in further
polarising the situation. I very much hope that in the coming months, all
possible ef for t s will be made to avoid such a development.

United Nations peace-keeping operations in the Middle East have continued
to prove themselves to be a most valuable instrument of peace. We have seen
this in Sinai, on the Golan Heights, and most recently in southern Lebanon.
These operations constitute an e f fo r t by the United Nations to contribute to a
solution of the most complex and dangerous problem of the Middle East . They
maintain the necessary calm in the area so that the negotiating process can
take place. The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon has found itself
confronted with especially complex problems in trying to carry out its tasks.
But in spite of these setbacks and diff icult ies, I am convin ceo that the Force
is playing a significant role in reducing and controlling the active threat to
international peace and security.

We are for tunate to have contingents f rom thtee A f r i c a n countries serving
with the United Nations pea oe-keeping forces in the Middle East and I wish to
take this opportunity to express by deep appreciation for the important
contribution which Africa is making in this regard.

Mr. Chairman,

I am glad to observe the increasing co-operation between your
organization and the United Nations for the protection and promotion of human
rights. At the request oi: the General Assembly and the Commission on Human
Rights, I have been in contact with the Secretary-General of the OAU to see
what assis L.v.n ce can be provided by the United i-;ations in this field. In this
respect , I was glad to learn that a seminar will be held here in September to
discuss the advisabili ty of establishing an Afr ican regional commission on
human rights. I am grateful to the Government of Liberia for agreeing to host
this seminar.

In considering questions of human r ights , we cannot be oblivious to the
appalling refugee situation in the world. Let me assure you that, in spite of
its concern over many other challenging humanitarian problems, such as the
recent developments in Indo-China, the United Nations has taken all possible

(more)
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steps to alleviate the plight of the four million refugees in Af r ica . I have
recently discussed this problem with the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees and I wish to assure you that we will give this question our prompt
and foremost attention. I am heartened by the shining example set by Afr ican
States not only in opening their borders to refugees but also by allowing
their, wherever possible, to integrate with local communities. I have also
been encouraged by the action taken last May by the Arusha Conference which
called upon all Afr ican Governments to grant amnesty to their nationals
currently in exile, so as to encourage their voluntary repatriation. I trust
that such a humanitarian appeal will meet with a positive response.

Mr. Chairman, the economic and. social situation of Africa is a matter of
the gravest concern to this Assembly as well as to the United Nations as a
whole. Africa commands vast human and natural resources, yet as many as 20
African countries are identified by the United Kations as least-developed
among the developing countries. Measured by the usual economic indicators,
the performance of the region over the last 15 years has been disappointing.
Slow agricultural growth combined v/ith rapid urbanization has rendered the
region increasingly dependent on imported food supplies. If such trends are
not radically changed, the widening disparity between living standards in
Africa and the y.est of the world might continue well into the next century.

But for present-day Af r i ca , the question is not simply how to raise the
output of industrial and agricultural products in the near future; rather it
is how to create the conditions that wil l support sustained and self-reliance
development over the coming decades. The predominant task now is the creation
of an adequate social and economic infrastructure, a network of basic
faci l i t ies at both national and regional levels that v;ill make possible much
greater production and trade. The development of irrigation systems — most
particularly in the diought-prone areas — the strengthening of national and
regional transport networks, the elimination of endemic diseases — these are
among the basic changes that could greatly enhance fu ture prospects for better
living standards.

The current world preoccupation with energy supplies amply demonstrates
the extent of our interdependence. The short-term and medium-term energy
situation contains the threat of damage to the growth of the whole world
economy. The need for the evolution of an international approach to the
energy issue, based on common analaysis and better understanding of the world
situation and prospects, becomes increasingly evident.

I have in the past proposed the establishment of an international energy
institute within the framework of the United Nations to address itself to this
problem, which continues to he one of my foremost concerns. liore than ever, I
feel that the Uni ted Nations has an obligation to deal with this problem,
since it is of the greatest importance for the economic stability and fu ture
well-being of the world. While the Organization should not deal with the
pricing aspects of energy, I GO feel that it is our duty to be helpful in the
rational organization of existing sources of energy and the exploration of new
and renewable sources. I therefore welcome the decision of the General
Assembly to convene a world conference on these issues.

(mor e)
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Mr. Chairman,

This distinguished Assembly is meeting at a critical period in history.
We are faced not only with complex international problems which are a legacy
of our past, but also with new problems born out of the legitimate aspirations
of newly-independent States for better social and economic conditions for
their peoples. The solution of these problems will require fundamental
changes in the economic relationship between the developed and the developing
nations — changes which must take fully into account the intolerable
situation which confronts the majori ty of third-world countries, a situation
characterized by slow growth, unemployment, inf lat ion, deteriorating terms of
trade and an increasing burden of debt. These conditions, if allowed to
continue, are bound to increase the present imbalance and impose further
strains on the world economy.

The aspirations of the developing nations have been expressed in the
North-South dialogue. Unfortunately progress towards the creation of a new
international economic order has been extremely slow. What is required is
greater political will and more vigorous efforts by all concerned if positive
and concrete results are to be achieved. One thing is clear: the present
world economic crisis cannot be solved through a patchwork approach: a new
economic order must be created through fundamental structural changes and
acceptance of a global approach to resolving the grave economic problems of
our time.

Mr. Chairman,

It is not possible for me in this address^ to cover all the issues in
respect of which we have mutual concerns. As I said earlier, the United
Nations has a very special interest in the problems and the future of your
continent* Decolonization has been the historic experience of the second half
of the twentieth century and the United Nations has been deeply engaged in
it. The great mission in which we are now involved is to give political
independence its real meaning in economic and social terms.

I cannot, therefore, over-emphasize the importance of the role of your
organization in this regard. I have no doubt that our collaboration on all
matters of common concern will be of immense help in enhancing internat ional
understanding and easing the way to a more peaceful world. An onerous
responsibility for shaping the destiny of Afr ica rests on the OAU and on the
leadership represented in this assembly. Your response to this great
challenge will be of vital importance not only to Afr ica but to the entire
world.

*
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE TO GILBERT ISLANDS CHIEF MINISTER ON

INDEPENDENCE AS STATE OF KIRIBATI

Following is the text of Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim's message to the
Chief Minister of the Gilbert Islands, leremia Tabai, on the occasion of its
independence as the State of Kiribati, today:

Your Excellency,

It gives me great pleasure to convey to you personally and to the
Government and people of Kiribati ray warmest greetings as your country
achieves its independence and takes its place among the sovereign nations of
the world. This historic moment marks yet another milestone in the process of
decolonization of the island territories of the Pacific Ocean.

As an independent member of the international community, Kiribati faces
many serious and challenging tasks, particularly in the area of economic
development. Your Government has already demonstrated its awareness of these
problems and its resolve to cope with them. You may rest assured of the
readiness of the United Nations to assist in your endeavours.

Please accept, your Excellency, my sincere good wishes for the future
well-being and prosperity of Kiribati, and the assurances of my highest
consideration.

For information media - not an official record
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SECRETARY-GENERAL APPEALS FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO UGANDA

The following statement was made by a United Nations spokesman at today's
noon briefing.

Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim is appealing urgently to Governments and
international organizations to contribute to an emergency programme of
humanitarian assistance to Uganda.

The Secretary-General is gravely concerned by the human suffer ing and
material destruction that has occurred in Uganda and wishes to emphasize the
vital importance of international assistance in the current situation.

The Emergency Programme of Humanitarian Assistance to Uganda, drawn up by
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), is in response to a
request from the Government of Uganda for international assistance to deal
with the problems of returning refugees and displaced persons in that country.

The Programme gives details of the most immediate requirements based on
an on-the-spot assessment by a UNHCR mission. The needs include food,
transport, tools and seeds for agriculture and restoration of certain basic
facil i t ies. These needs will call for assistance totalling $13.3 million.

The High Commissioner will provide Governments and international
organizations with detailed information on the situation and specif ic
requirements for this comprehensive Programme of emergency assistance.

* *** *
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SECRETARY-GENERAL WELCOMES MOON AGREEMENT

The following statement by a United Nations spokesman accompanying
Secretary-General Kurt Waldbeim was received from Budapest:

The Secretary-General welcomes the conclusion of an agreement governing
the activities of States on the moon and other celestial bodies which has just
been reached in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The
Secretary-General wishes to congratulate the Committee on this important
achievement which has once again demonstrated its devotion to the principles
of international co-operation in this new area of activity.

The Secretary-General believes that the conclusion of this agreement will
serve as a further contribution towards insuring the peaceful uses of outer
space and the sharing of its benefits by all countries regardless of their
state of technical and economic development.

For information media - not an official record
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT TO ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

AT ITS SUMMER SESSION, 1979, GENEVA

(Received from the United Nations Information Service, Geneva.)

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
to the opening meeting of the summer session of the Economic and Social
Council, in Geneva, 4 July.

Thirty-four years ago, the founding fathers of the United Nations
expressed their determination "to promote social progress and better standards
of life in larger freedom" and, as a contribution towards the achievement of
that goal they established an Economic and Social Council. The task is as
essential now as it was then. It seems even more true today that there can be
no real or lasting peace unless an over-all development of all countries
creates the conditions for the well-being of all peoples.

Mr. President,

Since the Charter was adopted, the world economy has undergone many
changes. This in fact has been a period comprising two major phases.

During the first of these phases, which lasted nearly 25 years, the
growth of the industrialized economies was exceptionally rapid and sustained
because of the expansion of trade, technological progress, constant innovation
and the availability of cheap sources of energy. Yet the impetus of this
growth was not such as to enable the developing countries to lay the
foundations for their own independent growth.

The forms and mechanisms of international trade have in many ways
accentuated the imbalance existing in international relations. Even in this
period, therefore, the world's economy developed unequally.

The second period dates from the collapse of the Bretton Woods system.
It is dominated by two major characteristics: inflation and a slackening of
growth, which from then onwards was irregular. This second period was no more
successful than the first in banishing the legacy of dependence in the

(more)
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developing countries. On the other hand, the dif f icul t ies with which it
confronts all countries show the need to establish a new international
economic order based on equity, sovereign equality of peoples, genuine
interdependence and co-operation ^mong States on the basis of their mutual
interests.

Mr. President,

Because of the persistence of stagnation and inflation in 1978 the
inauguration of this new order becomes a matter of urgency.

For the pace of the world economy decelerated steadily throughout 1978,
and the information available to us suggests that this deceleration is
continuing to make itself fe l t .

The recovery in the economies of the developed market-economy countries,
after the 1973-1975 recession, proved modest, incomplete and short-lived.
Imbalances in external payments, and the fresh surge of inf la t ion are now
threatening those countries which had. succeeded in maintaining a sustained
level of growth. fiost of their are likely to experience slower expansion in
1979.

The econotnie-s of the centrslly-plannec! economy countries too are
suffering increasingly from balance-of-payments constraints ana their
production targets show evidence of caution.

The trend is towards slower growth in the developing countries as well.
In 1978, the average rate of growth of their gross national product was only 4
per cent, two points less than the average rate for 1971-1975 and also two
points less than the target set in the International Development Strategy. I
would stress that this is a global f igure and that many countries have
recorded far lower rates . Indeed, a number of the least developed countries
have experienced a state of almost total stagnation.

The present situation in the developing countries can be a t t r iuu ted
largely to the world economic situation.

The stagnation of export earnings, combined with the slowing down of
world trade and the deterioration of the terms of trade, is forcing all these
countries to make d i f f i c u l t adjustments and is re f lec ted in a worsening
balance~of-payments situation. This increasingly heavy defici t of the
developing countries comes at a time when the servicing of the debt incurred
in order to cover past def ic i t s is beginning to become very onerous for many
of these countries. In these circumstances their rate of growth is likely to
decline still further in 1979.

The world economic situation is thus dominated, by the persistence of
imbalances which help to create a climate of uncertainty. Inflat ion remains a
threat in many developed and developing countries. The balance-of-payment
adjustment mechanisms are not succeeding irbalancing satisfactorily the

(more)
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deficits or surpluses shown by many countries. The weakness of the energy
policies applied by the major consuming countries adds disorder to the
adjustment of energy prices on world markets. The slackening of growth is
producing a direct impact on the expansion of international trade and is
leading to an intensification of protectionist measures. This state of
affairs is keeping productive investment in the developed countries at a
modest level and is hampering the implementation of planning in the developing
countries.

Mr. President,

In recent years, Governments have made considerable efforts to deal with
this situation. Thanks to better harmonization of economic policies they have
heen able to control some of the consequences of the general crisis through
which the world economy is passing. Yet, because of the failure to take
action with regard to the structures and mechanisms of this economy, these
efforts have not succeeded in bringing the basic causes of this crisis under
control.

Those difficulties are particularly evident in the field of Worth-South
relations, where the numerous negotiations under way have achieved only modest
progress in the past year.

In the area of monetary and financial questions, the resources brought
into play by the multilateral institutions are insufficient to cope with the
problems presented by the accumulated balance-of-payments deficits of the
developing countries, notwithstanding the decisions taken in Washington last
September on enlargement of quotas and an increase in special drawing rights.

Moreover, the volume of official aid flows is stagnating and amounts to
only half the target figure set by the International Development Strategy.

In the area of commodities, an agreement in principle has been reached on
the establishment of a Common Fund. While this represents a step forward,
further efforts will be needed if a genuine organization of world commodity
markets is to be achieved.

The deliberations at UNCTAD V demonstrated clearly the difficulties
involved in achieving progress on a number of the items which were on its
agenda. Those deliberations also showed that many countries were still
reluctant to accept the full implications of the growing interdependence of
the different economies.

The multilateral negotiations now taking place within the framework of
the United Nations are clearly passing through a difficult phase. Outside the
context of UWCTAD V, the deliberations of the Committee of the Whole and of
the Preparatory Committee for the Hew International Development Strategy have
achieved only limited results.

The practical difficulties with which the economies of the developed
countries are faced do not serve to ease the task of the Governments

(more)
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concerned.. It is, however, undeniable that joint action in favour of the
developing countries would give a new impetus to the world economy and have
beneficial consequences for the export industries of the developed countries.
The developing countries as a whole are capable of becoming the main driving
force for growth of the world economy and of thus complementing its other
dynamic factors. It is therefore necessary to proceed with the North-South
negotiations without waiting for a recovery in the developed countries. The
negotiations should in fact serve as a spur to such a recovery if concerted
action is undertaken in a number of priority areas.

Mr. President,

I believe that progress can be made on cer-tain specific points of a
pr ior i ty na tur e.

It is necessary to speed up resource transfers to developing countries in
order to overcome the obstacle to their growth resulting from a lack of
external resources. This should be brought about both by an increase in the
volume of official aid and by the provision of official balance-of-payments
financing facilities on more favourable conditions and over a longer term. An
increase in the volume of transfers would enable these countries to adjust to
fluctuations in the world economy without excessive damage to their or;n
development programmes. By stabilizing and raising the level of purchases by
developing countries from the developed countries, this increase would help to
strengthen the export industries of the developed countries and reduce the
unemployment which they are at present experiencing.

Measures in favour of the developing countries in the field of trade
x-rould probably have the same effect. A decrease in protectionism in the
developed countries, achieved through vigorous industrial adjustment policies,
would snablp the developing countries to expand their industrial export
potential and this would greatly benefit consumers in developed countries by
lowering price levels. It would contribute to strengthening the industrial
base of the developing countries and to the attainment of the Lima target of
locating 25 per cent of world industrial capacity in the developing countries
by the year 2000. To this end, further efforts beyond what has already been
achieved in the multilateral trade negotiations are both possible and
necessary.

Mr. President,

The T'orld food situation remains disturbing and there will ^>e no progress
in the developing countries without expansion of their agricultural
production, without the establishment of world security reserves and without a
strengthening of food aid machinery.

The international community must mobilize its efforts to furnish the
necessary financial and technical assistance for achievement of the target of
4 per cent for annual growth of agricultural production in the developing
countries, which was adopted at the World Fooc' Conference.

(mor e)
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While the growth of agricultural production must form the basis for
genuine food securi ty , the latter must be supported by the establishment of
reserves at an adequate level, particularly in the case of grains. It is
therefore to be hoped that the negotiations aimed at the conclusion of a new
world agreement on grains will soon reach a satisfactory conclusion. I
welcome the adoption by the Council of FAO of the Five-point plan proposed by
the Director-General of FAO.

In order to cope wi th the probable food defici t in the developing
countries during the 1980s, food aid must be substantial and must be made more
flexible.

>
I wish to stress also, in this connexion, the importance of the World

Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development which is to open in Rome
within a few days.

Mr. President,

Finally, we must give serious consideration, in the most appropriate
forum, to how the international community can deal with the energy problem and
respond to the prospect of progressive exhaustion of the "01 Id's known oil
reserves. The experience of recent years has taught us several things:

Oil supplies and their cost are a matter of vital importance to the
world economy. They are an essential factor in the balance of payments
of all countries;

Tha oil-exporting countries are understandably reluctant to let
their reserves be used up at too rapid a rate;

Long-term growth of the world economy cannot rely on sources of
cheap energy.

We must therefore ensure an orderly transition from a pattern of energy
consumption that is untenable over a long period to other patterns of energy
consumption which are less dependent on petroleum and to more energy-saving
forms of growth: There would seem to be three lines along which action should
be taken.

First, vei-y firm energy-saving measures are needed, particularly in the
developed countries, where it is easier to limit oil consumption without
lowering the level of the national product. In this connexion, the agreement
reached at Tokyo between seven major developed countries is to be welcomed and
it is to be hoped that the arrangements provided for in that agreement will
soon be implemented.

Secondly, major investment must soon be undertaken "ith the object of
finding and bringing into production new conventional energy deposits,
particularly in tho developing countries, by the end of the l->80s and of
discovering the necessary new and renewable sources of energy by the end of

(more)
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the century. The convening by the General Assembly, at its last session, of a
Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy is a first step in this
direction.

Thirdly, specific action must be taken in favour of the oil-importing
developing countries to enable them to face the financial consequences of the
progressive adjustment of energy costs and to have access in future to the
supplies they need in order to continue their development and
industrialization efforts.

These, Mr. President, are basic problems and I am in contact with
Governments in order to determine what type of initiative within the United
Nations might be useful to the international community. I consider it to be a
duty of the United Nations to make a constructive contribution to the solution
of a problem which concerns a great many countries. In this connexion, I
proposed, two years ago, in this Council, the establishment of a world energy
institute. I regret that that proposal was not considered and that no
alternative suggestions have since been submitted. I hope that the proposal
which T. made may be further examined.

Mr. President,

The present sittiation regarding the North-South negotiations seems to me
unacceptable. Progress cannot be postponed until later. The negotiations are
liable to bog down, which would bring us back to a general si tuation of
disenchantment and sterile confrontat ion. The negotiations currently taking
place in the various parts of the system at I'lew York, Geneva and elsewhere
should be capable of lending each other increased mutual support, but
experience has shown that the main obstacle to successful negotiations aoes
not lie in the institutional machinery.

If the negotiations are to receive a new impetus and are to contribute
effect ively to the solution of the world ' s economic problems, Governments must
demonstrate a political will to reach realistic compromises. I have indicated
some of the priority areas in which I believe that this will might be shown in
practical terms: food and agricul ture, energy, financial problems and
protectionism.

Mr. President,

I believe it is also important to reflect deeply on the nays of
deliberating and negotiating adopted in the United Nations, with a view to
increasing their effectiveness. For example, in the case of the Economic and
Social Council, to which the Charter has given the task of dealing with all
economic and social questions, I suggest that, every year, at the beginning of
the summer session, the Council should hold a meeting at ministerial level to
discuss the world economic situation. This meeting should therefore not last
more than two or three days. I, for my part, would be prepared to participate
fully in this activity of the Council and to lend it all necessary assistance
for meetings at that level.

(mor e)
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I also wish to draw the a t ten t ion of the Council to a document issued
last week under the symbol A/34/320. This do^r.ncnt contains a number of
recommendations for improvement of the procedures of the General Assembly. It
was submit ted very early in order thai it aight be mentioned during your
deliberations at this session. As you are aware, the workload of the Second
and Third Committees of the General Assembly is becoming heavier every year.
I believe that the work of those Committees and of the General Assembly, as a
whole, migh t be rationalized at the next session if you can arrange to have
this document considered by your Governments in good time. That would make it
possible to adopt new procedures at the beginning of the th i r ty-four th session.

Iv?r. President,

The United Cations appears to me to be capable of performing its role in
the field of North-South relations.

I address an appeal to all Member States and to all groups of States to
take the measure of the dangers and possibilit ies I have just described and to
approach the negotiating table with a new will and a real commitment
commensurate with the challenges facing the international community.

-;- *** -;,-
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.SECRETARY-GENERAL ADDRESS TO OPENING SESSION OF

14TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE tlGO CONFERENCE, GENEVA

(Received from the United Nations Information Service, Geneva.)

Following is the text of the statement made today by Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim to the Fourteenth General Assembly of the Conference of
Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with the Economic and
Social Council, meeting in Geneva:

Mrs. Ballantyne, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to address this Fourteenth General Assembly
of the Conference of flon-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status
with the United Nations Economic and Social Council. I am particularly
pleased to meet with you because of the important contribution your
organizations make to the work of the United Nations. Indeed, NGOs have been
at the heart of the United Nations from its very beginning when their vision
and commitment played a key role in inspiring the architects of the Charter.
Since that time they have played an ever-increasing part in helping the United
Nations carry out a wide range of responsibilities, many of which were not
even dreamed of when the Charter was written in 1945.

Your Conference well knotjs that commitment to ideals — whether by
nations, organizations or by individuals — cannot be passive. If it is to
have meaning, it must be translated into active involvement — precisely the
kind of involvement that is so basic to the partnership that has now grown up
between the NGOs and the United Nations. It is most appropriate, therefore,
that you have chosen the theme "Better Co-operation for 3 Better World" for
this meeting.

In the nuclear age, the very survival of mankind depends on
co-operation. As never before, nations have no viable choice other than to
work together as neighbours and friends. The HGO community knows all too well
that there are many critical problems v/hich simply cannot be solved ejccept
through international co-operation. Pollution, disease, inflation,
unemployment — problems which once were viewed essentially as national
problems — are now revealed to he closely interconnected on the international
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level. Although there is growing recognition of this fact, there is
unfortunately an inadequate willingness i.-n !:h« part of governments to
subordinate narrow, snort-term interests to tiie larger coir-mon good. The
industrialized world suffers from a cerious economic malaise, while poverty
arid lack of economic opportunity continue unchecked in the developing
countries.

It is probably no exaggeration to say that the seeds of disaster are
present in the slow progress that has been made up to now in meeting the
pressing need for a New International Economic Order. They are present in the
interlocking problems that face us in the escalating energy shortage, in
mismanaged natural resources that are being depleted at an alarming rate, in a
badly abused natural environment upon which all life depends, and in the short
supply of food for a world that had doubled its population in little more than
a generation and that may virtually double it again by the end of the century.

Added to this, we still live under the shadow cast by the nuclear
threat. The SALT II agreement, although it essentially provides for arms
limitation rather than an arms reduction, is an encouraging development, and I
have publicly welcomed it. But as of today, the world's annual armaments
expenditures continue to soar. Nations now spend more than US$400 billion a
year on military purposes, and the end is not in sight. Moreover, at least
half a dozen nations now possess a nuclear capacity and two dozen or more have
the ability to join their ranks soon unless they can be persuaded not to do
so. It is precisely in this field of disarmament that NGOs can and do make a
very special contribution by educating world public opinion on the dangers of
the arms race and encouraging Governments to take more energetic steps in this
direction. I was most pleased at the special recognition accorded the work of
WGOs in this field when the General Assembly made special arrangements for
your participation in its special session on disarmament last year.

Then too, old and new conflicts continue to plague our planet. In the
Middle East, in Cyprus, in Africa, in Asia, tension, violence and bloodshed
persist. This all adds up to a world of anxiety and lack of confidence, a
world of short-term nationalism and power politics. Nations go it alone in
contravention of the Charter, and often only return to the United Nations when
all other efforts to deal with their problems have failed.

I do not say this to alarm you. However, these are all facts, and they
must be recognized and understood if we are to overcome them.

That is why I speak to you candidly about our problems. For it is you,
the members of the NGO community, who are our direct link with peoples all
over the world. We urgently need your help in clarifying both the nature of
the issues and the need for international co-operation to solve them. And
this includes the need for you to explain to your people and Governnents the
need to provide the United Nations with political and financial support if it
is to succeed in carrying out the responsibilities assigned to it.

I believe that, if given adequate support, the United Nations can provide
unique help in solving the problems I have mentioned. I am not suggesting

(more)
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here that Governments should act on the basis of blind faith or trust in an
organization that has yet to prove itself. The United Nations has already
proved itself, and it continues to do so every day. We see the proof in the
12,000 soldiers from 27 nations who are now serving in six separate United
Nations peace-keeping operations. Their courage, patience and dedication are
buying the time to negotiate desperately-needed settlements.

We also see it in the work of thousands of other active representatives
of the United Nations all over the world. Their importance is not only in the
tasks they perform or in their numbers, but in the idea of service which they
symbolise in our global society. We tend to forget all too easily what they
have accomplished, but the evidence is clearly imprinted for all to see in the
record of the specialized agencies, in the many programmes for development and
technical assistance, in the growing concern for human rights as the proper
business of the international community, in the effort to improve human
health, to protect the human environment, to help build an economically strong
and dynamic world, and to save the lives and assure a better future for our
children. We see it in all these and many other ways. But perhaps we can
best see how the United Nations helps relieve the drama of current human
tragedy as we look at the plight of the Indochinese refugees.

At this moment, one of my major preoccupations is preparing for an
international meeting that will be held here in Geneva under my auspices on
July 20. In recent weeks, it has become evident that the problem in South
East Asia has reached crisis proportions." ..It is essential, therefore, that
members of the international - community, collectively and individually, make a
renewed and determined effort-to solve this great humanitarian problem.

The United Nations, through th° activities of the High Commissioner for
Refugees, has already taken action to help alleviate the situation. Up to
now, we have succeeded in resettling nearly 200,000 of the Indo-Chinese
refugees, and in providing food and medical assistance to thousands more in
the various camps of South-East Asia. But some 300,000 still remain to be
resettled, and the number of uprooted and homeless is growing every day.

We have a moral obligation to help them. But, as with other problems, if
the United Nations is to succeed, it will require a substantial increase in
commitments by Governments to provide the necessary support. We need, for
example, at least to double the number of refugees to be accepted for final
asylum, and a major increase in financial support.

I also mention this subject because it is precisely with regard to the
world refugee problem that voluntary agencies have played such an important
role in helping Governments and the international community respond to the
needs of the some 100 million people who have become refugees and displaced
persons since World War II. Many of these voluntary agencies are working
closely even now with the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees in
meeting the emergency in the refugee camps of South-East Asia. They are also
performing an invaluable service in countries of final asylum, helping
refugees find homes, resettle, and make new lives for themselves.

(more)
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The role they are playing in this crisis points up the close working
relationship that exists between the United Nations and the NGOs, not only
with regard to refugees but in most of the other major areas of human
endeavour in which we are engaged.

It also points up a lesson for all fdember Governments. It is that
peoples from different lands, with different historical and cultural
traditions, different ideologies and different appraoches to the problems of
our day can work together co-operatively and productively in pursuit of a
common goal.

This is the central challenge of our time. It was put to us in the
Charter, which begins with these stirring words: "We the peoples of the
United Nations". You are the peoples of the United Nations. When you go back
to your homes, carry with you the message that love and duty to one's country
are not lessened by love and care for the wider world —- a wider v/orld of all
peoples living together "in peace with one another as good neighbours".

* *** *


