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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

15 June 2016 

Your Holiness, 

At the outset, let me convey my deep gratitude for your letter dated 
21 May 20 16, which was read out by His Eminence Pietro Cardinal Parolin 
at the Opening Ceremony of the World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul, 
Turkey, on 23 May 2016. 

The Summit was a wake-up call for global leaders to pay greater 
attention to the suffering of people caught in crisis and to do more to help those 
in need. It was a pivotal moment for global humanitarian action. The crucial 
issues highlighted in your letter were an integral part of the agenda of the 
Summit. I personally had the privilege, at the Summit, of speaking to people 
affected by crises and was deeply moved by their resilience and courage. 

This unique Summit has set us on a new course. The diversity of voices 
heard at the Summit, and their convergence around key issues and ideas, was an 
achievement in itself. Furthermore, world leaders took important steps to 
advance global action on some of the greatest humanitarian issues of our time. 

The real work begins after the Summit, to ensure the implementation 
of the commitments made in Istanbul. I continue to count on your unwavering 
support to put people first, uphold their dignity and give them a chance for 
a better future and a more humane world. 

Please accept, Your Holiness, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Holiness 
Pope Francis 
Vatican City 

BANKi-moon 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

POSTAL ADDRESS - ADRESSE POSTALE: UNITED NATIONS, NY 1001 7 

CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE: UNATIONS NEWYORK 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL 

15 June 2016 

Excellency, 

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly forward the 
enclosed letter to His Holiness Pope Francis. 

A copy of the letter is enclosed for your information. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
Archbishop B~rnardito Cleopas Auza 
Apostolic Nuncio and Permanent Observer 
of the Holy See to the United Nations 

New York 

Edmond Mulet 
Chef de Cabinet 



• United Nations Nations Unies 

Ex e c utiv e O fFice o f the S e c re t a r y- G ene r al 

Cabin et du S ecri ta i re qine ral 

To: To CDC (through DSG), 

Please find attached for approval and SG's signature, 
a letter addressed to His Holiness Pope Francis following the 
World Humanitarian Summit held on 23 and 24 May in 
Istanbul. 

16-05069 

Political Unit 
13 June 2016 

Received in ODSG 
jr; J~ ott:J/C 

Seen by: 
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:FICHE DE TRANSMISSION 

Date: 6 June 2016 

FROM: Stephen O'Brien. Under-Secretary-General and E1nergency Relief Coordinator 

~~I' L 
SUB,J ECT : SG draft letter to His Holiness Pope Francis 

OBJET : 

FOR ACTION I 
I 

POUR SUITE A DONNER 

---
FOR APPROVAL POUR APPROBATION 

- ···-·---······ 

FOR SIGNATURE ..[ POUR SIGNATURF~ 

·--
FOR COMMENTS POUR OBSERVATIONS 
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EOSG/CEr:TRAL 

To His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 

Secretary-General ofthe United Nations 

I wish to greet all those taking part in this first World 
Humanitarian Summit, the President of Turkey together with the 
organizers of this meeting, and you, Mr Secretary-General, who 
have called for this occasion to be a turning point for the lives of 
millions of people who need protection, care and assistance, and 
who seek a dignified future. 

I hope that your efforts may contribute in a real way to 
)\ alleviating the sufferings of these millions of people, so that the 

\ fruits of the Summit may be demonstrated through a sincere 
solidarity and a true and profound respect for the rights and dignity 
of those suffering due to conflicts, violence, persecution and natural 
disasters. In this context, the victims are those who are most 
vulnerable, those who live in conditions of misery and exploitation. 

We cannot deny that many interests today prevent solutions to 

conflicts, and that military, economic and geopolitical strategies 
displace persons and peoples and impose the god of money, the god 
of power. At the same time, humanitarian efforts are frequently 
conditioned by commercial and ideological constraints. 
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For this reason, what 1s needed today is a renewed 
commitment to protect each person in their daily life and to protect --their dignity and human rights, their security and their 
comprehensive needs. At the same time, it is necessary to preserve 
fr:eedo~ and the social and cultural identity of peoples; witho~ 
leading to instances of isolation, it should also favour cooperation, 
dialogue, and especially peace. 

"Leaving no one behind" and "doing one's very best" demands 
that we do not give up and that we take responsibility for our 
decisions and actions regarding the victims themselves. First of all, 
we must do this in a personal way, and then together, coordinating 
our strengths and initiatives, with mutual respect for our various 
skills and areas of expertise, not discriminating but rather 

\ welcoming. In other words: there must be no family without a 
I home, no refugee without a welcome, no person without dignity, no 

wounded person without care, no child without a childhood, no 
young man or woman without a future, no elderly person without a 

dignified old age . 
... -~ ···.fi·~ 

May this also be the occasion to recognize the work of those 
who serve their neighbour and c~~t~i'b~te .t o - consoii;:g· ·-ilie' 
sufferings of the victims of war and calamity, of the displaced and 
refugees, and who care for society, particularly through courageous 

.. ' 



choices in favour of peace, respect, healing and forgiveness. This is 
the way in which human lives are saved. 

No one loves a concept, no one loves an idea; we love persons. 
Self-sacrifice, true self-giving, flows from love towards men and 
women, the children and elderly, peoples and communities ... faces, 
those faces and names which fill our hearts. 

Today I offer a challenge to this Summit: let us hear the cry of 
~- ··---------... ---~---....... , __ . ·- ·-

the victims and those suffering. Let us allow them to teach us a 
lesson in humanity. Let us change our ways of life, politics, 
economic choices, behaviours and attitudes of cultural superiority. 

Learning from victims and those who suffer, we will be able to 
build a more humane world. 

I assure you my prayers, and I invoke upon all present the 
divine blessings of wisdom, strength and peace. 

From the Vatican, 21 May 2016 



PERMANENT OBSERVER MISSION 
OF THE HoLY SEE 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

N. 1924/16 

Mr. Secretary General, 

25 East 39m Street, New York, NY 10016 

"Zr (212) 370-7885 ~ (212) 370-9622 

~ office@holyseemission.org 

May 27,2016 

Please find enclosed the original letter to you from His Holiness Pope 
Francis which was read by His Eminence Pietro Cardinal Parolin, Secretary 
of State of His Holiness, at the Opening Ceremony of the World 
Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul on 23 May 2016. 

We are praying that Pope Francis' challenge to the Summit - that the 
international community will hear the cry of the suffering and of victims, 
learn from them a lesson in humanity and change our ways of life, politics, 
economic choices, behaviors and attitudes to build a more human world -
will come to fruition as the commitments made at the Summit are put into 
action so that the Summit will indeed be a turning point for the world's 
poor and all of humanity. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

His Excellency 
Mr. Ban Ki-moon 

~~v.. \<"'z~s~ 
- MOnsignor Simon Kassas 

Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 

Secretary-General of the United Nations 
United Nations Headquarters 
Room S-3800 
New York, NY 10017 
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United Nations 

f~~l Security Council 
~ ~ 
~iii 

Distr.: General 
25 February 2013 

~ 
Original: English 

Letter dated 22 February 2013 from the Secretary-General 
addressed to the President of the Security Council 

I wish to bring the attention of the Security Council to the fact that the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea has submitted, pursuant to article IV of the 
Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space, information on 
the object launched into space on 12 December 2012. In accordance with my 
obligations under article III of the Convention, I have registered that information, 
which has been circulated to Member States in document ST/SG/SER.E/662. 

I note that, in its resolution 2087 (20 13), the Security Council condemned the 
launch by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea of 12 December 2012, whicr 
used ballistic missile technology and was in violation of resolutions 1718 (2006) 
and 1874 (2009). 

I wish to share with the Security Council my understanding that, as a technical 
procedure under the above Convention, the act of registration does not confer 
legality or legitimacy to the launch of 12 December 2012. 

I should be grateful if you would bring the present Jetter to the attention of the 
members of the Security Council. 

(Signed) BAN Ki-moon 

• 
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s /2013/108 
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ST/SG/SER.E/768 

Annex 
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Registration data on a space object launched by the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea* 

Kwa ngmyongsoug-4 

Name of the launching State: Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

National designator : KWANGMYONGSONG-4 

Date and territory or location of the launch: 

Launch date: 

Launch site: 

Launch vehicle: 

Basic orbital parameters; 

Nodal period: 

Inclination: 

Apogee: 

Perigee: 

General function of the space object: 

7 February 20 I 6 

Sohae sate ll ite launch si te of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

KWANGMYONGSONG 

94 minutes 24 seconds 

97.4 degrees 

500 kilometres 

494.6 kilometres 

Earth observatio n 

• The registration data are reproduced in the form in which they were received. 
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