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Note to Mr. Pascoe 

SECURITY COUNCIL DISCUSSION ON THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Security Council continued consultations this afternoon on the revised text of a draft 
PRST on the humanitarian situation illCJaza, --wliicnnad-lieenwo-rkecfout--�i-;;--�;cpert�Tevef ____ _ 

-· ·rrieetiilg thismomi"rii (texiatticheCi):· ···--·- · --

Most delegations ex_Rressed support for the revised text, praising it as more balanced 
than tlieiniti·ardi-a:ft:·-·rlie .. RussE3;·FeCieriH2�i.i1Itt�ik!�i:Faso welcomed the inclusion of the 
call to cease the firing of rockets into Israeli territory. Italy;�ggeste"d-thaithe. Eist.parag�aph (on 

·aiCacts .. ofv16Ier1c·�-lnC1lictllii rocket att�ck:S). should be move between the second and third 
paragraphs. South Africa proposed to delete the word "recent" in the first sentence of the last 
paragraph. 

Panama and Belgium, supported by others, reiterated the need to adopt a statement as 
soon as possible in light of the fragile and fluid situation. The case in point, the Russian 
Federation and Libya note_Q,_w�I�Jh�_Qminou_s d�v�l_<:>pm,e.!lts .. ::tt tb�_bord�I:.!J.�t.ve�.n Egypt and 
the Gaza Strip, which migll.t _Y>',�lJ .�C>rs�!lJPe alr�£!ciY.�'e.xJrem�ly �9Ji:tt!!e.situation". At this 

--Tunctu;e-; illa:n:Y delegations expressed their readiness to continue consultaifoii·s· with a view to 
accomplishing a consensus text. While open for further amendments, China and the United 
Kingdom underlined the need to keep the text as simple as possible. 

However, Ambassador Wolff of the United States repeated his deep skepticism over, if 
not outright rejection of, the po-ssibiiitythai-the -·counciTcoulcCatt'run.aco.nsensustexi""any-ilme 

-_ s_g_9n: - He-cfearfy statecfthat ii1s . . delegation-�o�i�f�(£�g;e�·'"c;�--�-texi'today-: as he-neede-d-- -·�--
instructions from a "very high level" in Washington. He added that the US Secretary of State 
was in a "different time zone" now. At the same time, he stressed that this did not mean that the 
US was not interested in any statement or any undertaking by the Council on the matter. Rather, 
he explained that his delegation had a "slightly different perspective" than other members, due to 
the "unique role" the US was playing, i.e., the Middle East Conference in Annapolis, the recent 
visit of President Bush to the region and the ongoing US contacts with all parties. He recalled in 
this context the skepticism he had expressed after yesterday's debate over the merits of adopting 
a statement. He reiterated that the situation in Gaza should not be looked at in isolation, and that 

_ the G��ncil �t kriowilowTo-aii!cliiiie .. fts vo1ce·0-il -1iie ''6i·0�Cier !i����,;: Th�sP.rr��i-�!!i�£1' 
-- to issue a -statement, he notec(seeme"d to cibscure,"i(riot dimiri1sh, "what are the real problems 

-- - - ��ie;-�- rho-se-iJrobfem·s··riicrucrea·t:n.-e-"coup .cf'etaP'-1Jy Han1as .. agai�s-t!hefeg1ti'Inate Palestinian 
government, which the Council had never addressed, and the firing of rockets against Israel, 
which had continued ever since the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza. 

In view of the above, the President suggested that the Council convene _ another round of 
informal consultations at 11 am �(;��;;-t� - conti���-- its-.di�-�u�sio'i1olthe--draft"f)RST. ··· ··· 
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cc: Mr. Nambiar!Mr. Kim 

Mr. Menkerios/Ms. Kane 
Ms. Buttenheim 

·· · , -�{Ibrst �((� 
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