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i, Janu«1ry 199J 

A& you are p obably aware, a Franch aoldier waa ••riou~ly 
\lounded at Palju , at lJOO ho'IJre on 2~ January 1993, due to 
Croatian Army tan fire. 

2. I hav• ju■t ••n infor~•d that at about 1540 hours today, 
two F~•n~h soldie Q have been killed and th~ee wounded, at Karin 
Plaza area due to Croatian umy shellin9. 

~- I am brin9in ehis to your attention in th• gont•xt of ~h• 
race that we hav been repeotedly a■king your authQritie& for 
over 72 hour■ now to caaea tir• in th• area . May I r•qu••t yo~ 
to instruct the local tore•• to comply with this requirem~nt, 

I 
4. N'eedles• to ay, I am informing New ~orl<. and Gei\e'\(a of these 
casualti•• to UNP 0FOR peraonnel . 

w .JJ.. w ~ ,, ~.' 

c1-~~, 
. 

Lieutenan eral Sati■h NamDiar 

Hie Exc•llenoy 
Dr Franjo Tudjman 
Preaident ot the epublio 
of Croatia 

Zagreb 

ll'o:rce commander 
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In accordance with your request, I am attaching a summary 

of our discussions with President Tudjman and Defence Minister Susak 

regarding the Croatian offensive in and around Maslenica. 
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We first learned of the Croatian offensive around noon 

on Friday, January 22. We attempted ~o reach General Nambiar but 

were informed that he had left the office for a meeting with 

President Tudjman. At approximately 1 : 00 p.m. on Friday, I 

reached President Tudjman who said that the Croatians had 

initiated a limited operation to secure the area around Maslenica 

Bridge. The President stated that the 11 police" were attempting 

to secure the area so that construction of a pontoon bridge could 

begin. I urged him to stop the fighting immediately. He said 

that he would do so. Later that afternoon, I spoke with General 

Nambiar who briefed me on the preliminary reports which he had 

received. General Nambiar stated the he had dispatched General 

Gaudreau to the area to assess the situation . I then contacted 

President Milosevic and urged him to help contain the fighting. 

Following the plenary session on Saturday, January 23, 

David and I discussed the offensive wich President Tudjman and 

Defense Minister Susak. The Croatians stressed the importance 

of rebuilding the Maslenica Bridge and expressed their 

exasperation with what they described as the continued stalling 

by the Knin authorities. We urged them to contain the fighting 

immediately and to bring the situation under control. The 

President and the Defense Minister assured us that they would do 

so. 

At approximately 5:00 p.m., we convened a meeting with 

Presidents Tudjman, Casie, Milosevic and Bulatovic . We 

emphasized the crucial importance of bringing the situation under 

control. We urged all sides to do everything in their powers to 

contain the fighting. All sides agreed to do so . Thereafter, 

David and I met with President Milosevic and reiterated the need 

for restraint. The President said that he would do what he could 

to persuade the Serbs in t~e Krajina to contain the conflict. 

The Croatian delegation departed Geneva for Zagreb at 

approximately 7:30 p.m. on Saturday night. 



2 

On Sunday morning, we received reports from UNPROFOR 

that shelling had resumed early that morning . At approximately 

10 : 00 a.m. on Sunday morning, David and I met with President 

Cosic. During the course of the meeting, President Cosic 

received a call from General Panic who informed the President of 

reports that the Croatian Air Force and Croatian Navy were 

engaged in an attack on Maslenica. General Panic requested that 

he be given the authority to use JA military forces in the 

Maslenica area . President Cosic ordered General Panic not to 

deploy any military forces until the President had the 

opportunity to discuss the matter fully with the General upon his 

return to Belgrade. We expressed our appreciation to the 

President for the restraint that he had shown . The President 

responded that it was vital that the Security Council take action 

against Croatia. President Cosic then left for Belgrade. 

Following the meeting with President Cosic, I contacted 

Defense Minister Susak who assured me that he had given explicit 

orders to stop the fighting. I asked Susak whether Croatian 

planes or ships had been involved in the offensive. The Defense 

Minister stated unequivocally that no planes or ships had been 

employed. I again urged Susak to do everything in his power to 

stop the fighting immediately. 

Early on Sunday afternoon, we received a report from 

UNPROFOR that the Croatian commander in Zadar, Admiral Letica, 

had stated to representatives of UNPROFOR that the cease fire 

agreed to by President Tudjman was only a proposal and was 

therefore not binding on the Croatian military . I immediately 

contacted Defense Minister Susak who assured me in the strongest 

terms that he had issued a clear order to stop the fighting and 

that his order was binding on all military personnel. 

Despite these assurances, we have received a report 

this morning from UNPROFOR that the Croatians are continuing 
• 

military operations in and around Maslenica and Zemunik. 
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MINI STER OF EFENCE SUSAK CALLED ME ON TELEPHONE AT 2040 HRS 
TODAY TO ASK I ME WHAT THE SITUATION IN THE AREA OF 'OPERATIONS 
WAS; I INFORMED HIM THAT OPERATIONS HAD NOT YET CEASED. 

I 
HE REFERRED '! 'O THE Ll::TTER I HAD SENT TO PRESIDENT TUDJMAN AND 

I 

ENQUI RED HOW THE CASUALTIES COULD HAVE OCCURRED WHEN 'I'HE 
CROATIAN ARMX WAS KEEPING THE FRENCH TROOPS INFORMED OF WHAT 
THEY (THE C~bATI AN ARMY) WAS DOING. I TOLD HIM THAT EV~N IF 
THAT IS CORRECT, IT DOES NOT CONDONE WHA~' HAD B~EN DONE, WHILE 
TAKING COVE~ HEHIND THE ASPECT OF EXCHANGE OF SMELLI NG, HE 
ACCEPTED THAT WHAT HAD HAPPENED WAS UN FORTUNATE. 

I 
I REMI NDED H[ M OF WHAT I HAVE BEEN INFORMING HIM ALL ALONG -
THAT SUCH UNI LATERAL ACTION WOULD HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 
I ALSO INFdRMED HIM THAT NOTWITHSTANDING THE ASSURANCES 

I 

PRES I DENT TUIDJMAN AND HE HAVE BE~N GIVING SECRETARY Vi\.NCE AND 
US, THE REAL!TY ON THE GROUND WAS THAT ADMIRAL LATICA AND HIS 
COLL EAGUES MAINTAINED THAT CEASEFIRE WAS ONLY A PROPOSAL 
SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS AND NOT BINDING. 

5195 vC: : lC: SC: - LO- SGE. 



( 4 ) 

( 5) 

I POINTED O 1T THAT THIS WAS TOT/\LLY UNACCEPTABLE AND THAT 
INSTRUCTIONS i MUST BE IMPtEMENTED. HE STATED THAT BOBETI<O WAS 
RETURNING TOMORROW AND WE COULD SET UP A MEETING ON HIS RETURN 

I 

TO CLARIFY TrE SITUATION. 

I INFORMED '11M THAT I AM PREPARED TO MEET, BUT THE MORE 
IMPORTANT AS ECT WAS TO STOP THE FIGHTING. 

I -, • .. ....., - - -, T ' .-.. , - ,-
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1, An annex describe$ the operational sitYation as lt has b~Gn 
rAr>n,..+orl ;-,., 11~ ic1t- 1 ~,:;n hn11rct -t-n.-1;,ov ~-= run11,.,-+1.-, ~ n v.,-,.,.,. M~(;-1 ') .d . 

'l'he present m~ssage I sugqeest:s a course of act on which might bQ 
considered, in the light of the situation and its implications. 

I 
2, Th~ Croate' strategic objective, ae stated by their Zad~r 
commu.nde.t:"$ to . ou.r p~qple th~re, is ~hQ 1 ine Bobi je. - Kar in - Nadin 
- Libane - Tin Jske. I Despite their early auouesas~ dU8 to th4ii 
surpr L&e na.ttJre of ~h~ attack, they ara far short of achieving 
this, We estimate that the Serbs a~~ orga~i~lng tor defence and 
oounter-attock., and 1h('.ve suf f iolent hardware to do so with some 
effect. one of thei uncertain element.a.. ls thta Qffflctiv@rnil&.li ot 
their command ano control. A further elemQnt of uncertainty 
relates to whether th~ front iii going to be wldaned to includ• 
other obje~tives in ~hie or other sectors. We nre doing all we OQh 
tu minimise this pos~ibility. Th@ Cro~t proposal for a ceaaefire 
at thi6 time, just repeated in zad~r to Gaudreau and Peterson, 
would have the Serbs vacate territory ~till under their control. 
Although we will convey it again in Knin, this is not a eerious 
position. · I 

I 

J, we r~main deeply pgrplex~d by t~e ~nderlying objective~ of the 
(;ro~tian a.ct ion. E,ver'I wer'11 they to attain the 1 ine dae:;ur lk.>ed 
above, it would oe·.r:t,$.inly not provide th~m the ~ecurit.y they would 
need to effect H unilateral rec:onetruotion of th11 bridge and 
reopening of the 0al~atian highway, as all of it would remain under 
zerb artillery thr6at. 

I 

J>L 
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4, Tne ~cnts e qU.14111.!l,H::l IJ! LlU:lll. llUl..lv11 a.1,.t::,, huw.,,y·,ei;, rcu; 1.-~q,;:;l.ing. 

From ovr perspective
1
, they are: -

(a) the fAct th~t the implQrnen~ation of th~ Vance Plan ia, 
p~obably, just about baok to squBre one; 

(b) with this, the !slow proces& of confldencG-buildin~, without 
which we canno.t mQVe forward on a consensual baeis, ha.s 
craeh&d, and wi~l need major efforts in many quarters tor it 
to be got back bn the road, 

( c) th• Genfilva peoc1:1 proceias i t:.ielf is brought into question, 
becou~• of the JPreeeuree the i.;ituation probably impo,sei:s on, 
especially, the1 serb leaders:- parhaps above all on Milo~evic 
and cosic, rathar than on Kar=azio, 

Although those w•re ~arfectly obvious to anyon~ ~1th knowledge of 
the situation o~ the ground 1 we find it hard to b$liQVQ that lhe 
calcul~tions w~re actually m~de. Indeed, it seems to us 
increasingly that su~h bi~arre oOTJduct came ae a rliil.eult of a fit of 
pique on the part o~ some rather inexpQrienced leaders in Zagr~b. 
We had tried, many time$ in the last months, when they expressed 
un9ov~rnable irnpntience, ospeoially on Maelenioa, to spell out for 
them what we saw •e tha natural and logical cons~quences of 
unilateral resor-t to f orc:e; end had tried to make cl.;iar to them, in 
every context, that there are ~o $hart-outs, and that they hovG to 
negotiate the r~sol tion of vital probl~ms rather than go back to 
war. 

5, This bei.ng $aid!, we &.re sure t.hat not even Tudjrnan ha.SI bEi~n as 
~xasperated with th~ Krajina Serbs as~~. oureelves. At you know, 
we have been trying Ito n~gotiate with thHm, so as to secure th~ir 
compliance, for the laet ten months. Our draft re~orts to the 
seoretary--Genli!ral f?r the Security council hav~ beian bleak and 
factual and, in recent months, we have been raising thg p~essure 
level by going public on their non-oooperation and misdeeds. But 
this has be'iln o. pc.ft of negotiation, and w• have at all times 
stayed in touoh wit~ them, seeking to find ways to move forward. 
rt has, however, b6en quite frustrating to sit, as we have, through 
hundreds of hours 9f evasive nons.gn,;e. ( I should add that the 
Croats ha,ve also oeati rather a~tute in th:i:-owlng major spanners into 
the works at seneitive moments!) 

I 

6, Deepite theee s tbacks, we feel that the s~cretary-General and 
tne council will expect u~ to think beyond the bleakness of the 
present situation, 1 and try to project anewerr. to the basic 
question~ whioh wil] ~till be with ~s when th~ present hostilities 
ceaee, we perfeotly understand the unlikelihood th~t the CoUhc i J 
will wish, in such fircumstanoas BB have bean r~ported in recent 
months, to blam@ on~y one party. Indeed, blaming one side or the 

I 
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other is not much gocpct, unless we can U~Q th.a a.i.tuatjon as a means 
of pressure on both to move forw~rd again. 

I 

7, The crucial iss~Q for ~son tho ground is ~he UN's r~put~tion 
for impurtiality. Jn the absendQ of an ~nforceruent Hction, and 
r~l~ted re~Qurces, ~ithout the reputation of impartiality we los¢ 
wnatever moral authority we might ~till ret~in; And, perhap8 1 miqht / 
ae w~ll go homG. And driving an army thro~gh our rnand~t~, in a 
unilatEJral resort ~o foroe, mu&t, in ou:r view, be vigorously 
condemned if w~ ~re ~o r~tain any credibility in the region. Thus, 
the cea~efire and r~turn to forner positions mugt, in our opinion n ere, be one of the 1foundations of any Secco r~oolution. One has 
to bear in mind - ~ we m~y say ~o - the fiorce B~nae of honour I 
which prevails 1n th region. The Serbs will not be able to absorb I 
thia blow ernotion~l y or politically: any more than th8 Croats can 
wi th~tand, indef .i.n.i tely, the non-ln,plementat . .ion 0£ th6 J,.~y elemt3nts 
ot Mr, secretary Vance's p~ace plan of December 1991. 

8. Despite the pJos~nt continuing fighting, w-.: feel that the 
council might want, in any deliberation, to eeiz~ the funda~~ntal 
underlying iseu~ whfch h~s remained immobilised - so far as we 0re 
awars - for neorly fi year (though Thornberry was with c~rrlI1gtcn 
when tne latter ma~ with the Krttjina Se:tbs in Belgrade in tl1e 
symmer, and Carrington proposed talks). Thl~ i~, of co~rEe, the 
future relntionahip1 betw~en Croatl~ and its Serb minority. I do 
not wish to venture i nto th~ Co-Ch~irrnen's territory, but w@ all 
feel that until cro~ts and Serbs in Croatia accept that they are 
goi~g to hav~ to liye with, and respect, one another, as majority 
and ~inotity, there will never be pe6Ce here, and anything we do 
will be 1' Band-Hid''. i so we ehould like any resolution to o.tilig~te 
thG parties in that1 direction. ~here ~ould be loud screeching on 
the Serb side; but the croans, too, would have to ~wallow a grettt 
deal o! their former rhetoric, and make political accommodations 
whioh m$ny of the, prGsGnt Go~ernrn~nt wo~ld resent, and find 
extrem~ly difficult. I will say no morg on this matter becau~e I 
teel it beyond my ~irect mandate. 

9. The third ~J.ement. which we wold like inee.rted. in a sec:co 
tesolut.ion would b~ .a rei ter.ation o . 74'.3 ?-nd relevant succ~edlng 
re1.o.1.utions, artd a JcondemnatJ.on - wh: ch should not bc.i orie-s1.ded -
of the lack of seriou3ness (and th~ ten~ion this has ca~~$d) of th~ 
pH.rties so far in 1oarrying them out. In t.his regard, it might 
require the parties ' to meet, undQr UNPROFOR, at~ s~nior leadership 
level, to resolve 9utstanding qu~5tions, priority b8ing given to 
major ieeu~s of ecbnomic cooperation. The issuee might evAn be 
1ietGd (chosen wi~h car~, to appeal to both sides) in the 
resolution or an accompQnying Secretary-GBn~ral's report: with the 
secretary-General feporting back to the Councll by a. speoifi,:d 
date: - Maslenio~ 1 , P@rL.lc~, other t1.ro~s of intt1rlocking "commie 
concern. It would be good if the counail were to take a direct. 
interest in the ~mplementation at these baGic:ally opsrational 



matters, because they are v0ry lnflomma~ory, Con&ideration might 
aleo be given, should the Serbe prove of good behaviour (a long 
ahot) to a tuture re4uirement for the Croats to lift their Gconomic 
arubargo (which ie helping to cripple the e¢oto~s without re~lly 
pushing the Krajina into a better !rams of mind, and negotiations). 

10. You will apprjoiate that I am quite t.Gntative about the 
content of a posaiblei ,:eeolution because, lnter aliA, I am not 
re~lly inforro~d abo~t a number ot matter~ on which I have touohQd 
abOVQ. B~t I fully ~gree that a balanced resolution, w!th oarrot­
and-stick for bot~ sid86 1 and within ~n ov~rall settlement 
tramework, is what , is now r9quired, together with an urgQnt 
ceasefire and return1 to the previou~ ceasefire line. without these 
elemttnts, the futurf here, for everybody 1nclud.1 ng UNPR0F0R, is, 
probably, far from ~O$y. 

Endall 
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l, Concurrent with attempts by th• Croatian aov•rnmeht to put 
pressure on O'NP~OF~R to provid~ protection tor the cornmencem•nt 
of ~on~truction 0f 1the brid9e st Maelanic4, which lie& on the 
Wester~ boun0ary of tniPA Seotor South, the Croati~n Army 
continued th& b~ild-up of its torc91 ~long the boundaries of the 
UNPA Sector S0~th af d th• ,adj~ining "Pink Zone:i. 11 , throughout the 
month of Janucry l 93. ~roatian Gov•rnm~nt pres5ure took the 
torm of ultimatum• to UNPROFOR in meetings arrang•d by Defence 
Mini~ter su~ak with th~ Force Cornmandar a~~ his senior colleagues 
at Zagreb on 7 Jan1ary 19~3 and ~t anothgr me•ting at Caneva on 
10 January 199J w i~h w~s attended by, among others, thQ co­
Chairm~n of the IC~, Pr•sident Tudjman, Defence ~inist~r susak 
anQ Lieuten~nt Ganaral Nambiar. On both oooa•iona the Croat i an 
Gov~rnment ~tand wae that in case UNPR0F0.R could not assux-e 
protection for the l' briQg~ construction, th• Cro~t i an Gov•rnment 
would underteke u~ilateral ~ction on their own. In r••ponee, 
both at ehe Z~greb· and G~neva meetings, it was conveyed to the 
Croatian authorities that an¥ ~nil~teral action on their part 
could l•~~ to r•netd hoetilitieo in the region and h~nce, it wa~ 
essential th~t th Croatian authoritiea meet with the Serb 
a\.lthori ti•a at Kni and nagotiet" some agr,nnu~nt with th•m b@fore 
unoertaking any ai;t.ion for br id.ge oon:st:ruction, ThQreafter, 
attomptc; w•r$ m~de by lrnPROFOR representativse to arrangl!S a high­
level me•ting b~tw•en ropre~~ntative~ of the Croatian Gov•rnment 
and the Knin author,ities to di;cu~m the issue ot "aelenica Bridge 
a• well a5 other matter~ of ~onca~n to either party. A meeting 
wa• ac,rGed to by i the Croatian Government at Maslenlca. on 2l. 
January 199J b~t h~ Knin authori~iea want•d ~ha meeting to b~ 
r~-'-l"""'"' .... ~ t-,-, ?.?. ,T,1111 u,.,,rv 1993. which, on the oth"r hAnd was not 
acceptable to th~ Croatian Government. 6n 21 January 1Y9~, v1oe 
Prime Mini&ter Mi l a~ of Croatia ccnve~ad th~t they w•ra wiling 
to have the m9eti g on 23 January 1993, 

2. While ct't'orta1 con'tinued to &rran9c. a me•ting between the two 
sides, it wae reported by UNPROFO~ military observers and troops 
on the ground th~~ the Croatian Ar~t (CA) was 0uilding "Pits 
foroec along th• qonfrontation lin~. These included r&ports on 
reetruoturing and ·relocating ito Uhite ~nd formationA, training 
~x~rcises, reinforcement ot dafen~ive positions, concentration 
of newly inducted troops in certain areas , builct- up o! artillery 
ami t~n.Jcs, oonetruption o! an ~irf iald at L~oioi, and inteheified 
patrolling. Some bui l d-up was aleo reportGct in areas adjoining 
the bo~ndaries in S•ctor EQst ~nd Sector West, but these were t@n 
to l~ kilometres in depth from these boundari;s and not on th~ 
boundaries itself A prot~at was sent by the Force Colll.l'l\ander to 
General Bobetko, the Croatian Army ChiQt on 19 January 199j, 
highlighting the repcrte h$ had received and aaking that action 
be taken to honour th~ ca~se-f i re and withdr~~al agreem•nt~, but 
no reply was raceivad (A non-committal reply was later received 

I 
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on 2J January 1993 1 j after hostilities broke out). 

J. on th• SQrb aid~, th~ Knin a~thoriti4~ brought to the notice 
of UNP~OFOR roportel of th• CA build-up. These were conveyed to 
Vice-Pr•mier Milae 1 on 19 .:Tanu~ry. However, no orderis tor 
mobili~~tion were i~eued on their side, On 20 J~nuery 1993, it 
Wa'1 reporte~ that the Kniri e.uthoriti-,i. had asked their male. 
populatiQn to staJ · within th•ir homes as a preparation !or 
possible mQbiliz~tipn And had comm•noed maintenance of equi~ment 
in some storag11 aJrea•• U'NPROf'Ofl oontin1,1.ed to monitor the: 
aituation and report to New York and Gen•va on the situation. 

IYINTI ON ii JMVMY lJtl MD TffJRIAlT!B 

§.!ctor south 
4, The CA com.m~nced its ~tt~ok ~t about 07Jo ho~rg on 
22 Jan~ary l99J, when it wa• r4ported that Croatian ~rtill~ry 
positions ~t st~r:.tgrad had commcanc::,ed shelling of the Serb 
paei tion a.t Rova.nj;.eka, Thereaft•r, over the next t•w hour~, 
reports were r~cei yed o! CA attaoka on Serb positions at Isla~ 
Latin'1k.i And Zemu~ik il.irport, Reporte were also :reo~i v•d of 
Croatian build-Yp of forces in the Veleb1t Mountaina. The Force 
Cornrnand~r oall•Q on Pr•~ident Tudjm~n at 1330 hours on 22 January 
l99J and conveyed ~is 5erious oon~ern at the unilateral action 
by th~ CA, which he eaid, would t"•sul.t in destabilizing the 
eituation in the area, H• aQked that th• CA halt its of!eneiv~ 
immedi~tely ~nd 1hat the fQtoea be withdrawn to previou. 
pc:i&ition•. In r•Gponoe, 'Presielent T\ldjman atated that the 
actions o! the CA ~&re o~u~ed by Serb intransigence on the issue 
of the M~~lenica qridg• and that the ~im ot hia fore•~ wa9 to 
p~ovide security ff~ the 0ommenc9ment of bridge con•truct!on at 
Masleni0a. He a~~erted that his forcw~ would not ~ttack in oth•r 
area, it' the Sei;-be 1~id net rete.liatfil and strQ:1••d that they woul.;1 
not withdra.w frorn i the a.r•a1 c~pt:ur•a ltl.'ou.uu 1•1a•l~11.h,a, l'l L a 
meeting of UNPROFOij repr•s•nto.tive• lit Zadar with Admiral Letica, 
Commancuar of the [ Croatian Forces, on 23 Janl.lary 1993, th• 
Croati~n Comm~noer: oohveyed that the obje~tiva of his !orc~g was 
the line eouth~a~~li trom ZrmerinJ 11 Ri vcr - ...,eet of Obrovac • 
Krusevo - UNPA boundary - smillcic - Skabrnje - Nadin, with the 
aim of sE1curing the Malil~nioa Bridge and the highway running 
through it. . j 

5 . ThQ sarb~ were taken oy 5urpries by the Croatian of!Qneive 
on 22 January 1993 and re~ponded to th• attack by d~claring a 
"Bt&te of wai-" a11 ot-derin9 th" mobilization of all its male 
po~ulation 1 reportedly between th• ag~~ of 18 and 60. UNPROFOR­
controlled weapon atoc-age areas were brok•n into and heavy 
we~ponry, inoludi~g tan~~. artillery, AFCa, anti-aircraft guns, 
and so on, were I remoVQd and moved towards thtt area of the 
fighting, On the afternoon of 22 J'anuary 1993, whil~ moving 
through the UNP~ on th~ road Sveti Rok - Mali Alan, a convoy ot 
Serb TDF was ambus1hed by CA, who had infiltrated into this arQa, 
re5ulting in 2l S~rb dead and ■ome wounded. 

I 

I 
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6. Sine• then, I th• Croatian Qffensive has continu'1d 
notwi thetAndin9 a~1:1uranoe& given by J?r• .. ident Tudjmat1. and Dflfen0@ 
Mini~ter 5ueak th~t instruction• had been issu8d to ce•s~ 
oft•n5ive eetion. ~n f~ot, Ad~iral Letiaa has oonvey~d th*t the 
Defenoe Minister•• in■truction.s to coae• fire. oannot PQ 
interpreted ~s ex«iioutiv• orderiil but, i.n eotual tact, w.e. ■ a 
prop¢s~l tor the Sdrba to acoept th• aime and obj~ctiV81 Qt the 
croa.ti~n otfenl!f i ve .I At thli time of \iir i ting t;.hie report, Croat.ian 
attack~ are continuing in the area of Jasenice, Draoe, Smilcic, 
Biljan11 and zemunik. rt i~ our as&eilament that the CA has 
committed fiv~ lo e~x brigadee ao t~r in their main effort in tha 
M~slenica ar•a. Thb pre~•nt aitYation in variou ■ parte of SQctor 
south are as given in the •~cceeding paragraphs. 

7. l'faalenica Aa~. Maelenica and novan;ska ars now 1J.nder 
CrQatian control. CA h~5 deplQY•d one infantry company and some 
81mm mortQr& eAch in both thesQ areas. ThA Serbs are atill in 
oontrol at JasenicEl, wh1Jre reportedly, they now haY■ two infantry 
co~paniee, support~d b~ an artillery batte~y. CA troops have 
reportedly infiltrr ted in Mali Alan and po••i~ly are holding the 
saddle araa. 

8 • Nqrth Qf. Met.l!!Jlcnica Ar•; Serbs have OCC\Jpied/reinforced 
nn~ 1 rinn~ ~lone the ce88~~fir~ linw. Serb TD~ hav~ reportedly 
deployed~ tank platoon 1n Podum, artill~ry ~attery at ~angrge, 
a tank company at Rakioi, two artillery batteries at Lioki Osik, 
fo~r to tiv• tankl batw••n Licki Ribnik and sitnik, artillery 
battery at Uzelci, wom• heavy mortars at Pepuca and an inf~nbry 
company along wit som• heavy guna and mortars at Ruka. The 
eituation in the V■ l@bit Mountuin ~reA ie not clear And Serb 
artillery continl.l~s to &hell augpectcid at'&ae. The CA ha~ 
reinforced on th•ir 9ide ot the CQA~a-fire line, but do•s not 
appear to be planning any offensive action in the•e areas. 

9 • Sou th Of. !he f at l'lni oa Ar<oo.. The ., i tuat ion is as f ollowe: -

(a) ~he CA ~a captured Isla~ Latineki on~~ January 
and Novi G~ad on 23 JQnuary. The CA has continued to 
~ttaek smiloio on 23 and 24 January, but the Ssrb111 
app~ar to be holding on. Some fighting h~9 report~dly 
recommenced f n the ar&a of smilcio - Biljane at 0900 
hours on 25 1anuary, and contin~es up to this time, 

(~) CA ha~ continued it~ •ttemp~s to capturo Orace, 
where a tah~ b~ttle h~a oontinuGd throughout 24 
January and ~till continu•a on 25 Janu~ry. Th~ Serb~ 
are holding ?n and have r•portedly reintorced thei~ 
positions ~i~h a tank platoon, so~e infantry ana aome 
anti-tank guns. 

(o) CA has coptured Mu:rvioa, srnokovic, Muisapi:atll.n, 
crno, Babina b and the .southern portion of Zemunik 
Airport. Serb~ continue to hold Goles and the runway 
area of Zemu ik Airport. Both these ar•~~ are under 
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I 
h•avy Eh~lling and attack by the CA. 

I 
I 

(d) The z~~ar ar•a wa~ •h•lled by thQ Serb9 fot' •om• 
tirna on l4 ~anuary, but etopped under ord•r• ot 
nnefencv Minf t•r" Spt?Utovic. Earlier, the CA had 
thr•Ataned to et«liAt• by shelling Khin, B@nk0vac and 
Obrovac, in 0 •• the shelling of Zad~r did not oeaae. 

(e) Th• l<Aklna araA re1H1in• quiet, with th• Serbs 
having reintorced their pO&itions along the cease-fire 
line. j 

10. OrQi• a,r~. ,Th• CA has coni:inued to fir1.1 at 2itnic and 
Ka11ici t:rom~ a1r&e,:..1.on ur 1:-',U,.uvu ~e1u •ml Nucioi, L1oin~ 
artill~ry and tankl' . Th~ Serbs have ret~liat~ct with ar~illQry 
fire ~t 1630 hour on 24 Jan~~ry, Tho serb TDF contihUe$ to 
ocoupy/relnforce o~itions in this area and two ihfantry 
b~ttalion groups a e reportedly deployed in the Drni~ area And 
one battalion group at J<nin. The Serbs r111port th~t f¢ur CA 
brigade• are building up tor- at.ta.eke in this arGa, How,;wer, 
UNPROFOR ha1B no I report• so far which substantiate thi• 
in!ormAtion. 

11. feryca Ar§&· The Peru~~ ar&a ~Gmain~ quiet though there is 
tension and f$~r n the Serb sid~. Some CA activity had ~Qen 
report•d in Sinj and adj~o~nt areas. the Serh TDF ha~ 
reinforced this ~r~a, ~$portedly with an infantry battalion an<l 
~ome t~nks, In a 1meatin9 on 25 January, the ~nin authoriti~a 
stated that they intend•d to take over th• Ptil1·uca Oam f x-orn 
t.TNPROFOR oontrcl, 1as th11y had reports that the CA wae building 
up two brigadee t~ an attack, 

12. Z12v~m•nt of efygsn•4. sint;~ the conunencement of f ightiriq 
on 2 ~ J'amidry I e stward raovem•nt of Serb k'efuge1&s has been 
repot-ted from thit areCl of hoi,tilitiee into townG/vill~g@s in 
depth, including Knin. t.TNPROFOR a~~isted with th~ ~vacuQtion ¢f 
approxim~tely 200 !civilians from Srnokovic;: on 23 January. 

13. Meeting with I Knin Authorities on 2, J.anuary 19_9..J.. The 
B&ctor CommQnder Ind hie aenior eollQa9u•~ attended a meet l ng 
with "Defence M-ini~ter" Spanovic, ''Interior Minister'' Martic, TDF 
ComJnander Novakovic and Chi•f of Polioe, C~•ic, at 1000 hours on 
:i!S Janua.~y 195>:J. Spe.novic tiiXpresaact disappointment with th• fact 
that UNPROFOR h~d 'not provided any as;s.istahce to thair sio.e :.:\nd 
said th~t the Serbs had "been ~ush•d t.o tht! wa l l". HQ stated 
that th•¥ int0m11·ct to take over the Peruoa Oa'.l't\ as th11y had 
r,:,liable info:rm~t·on thnt t\o/o CA J:>rigadQs 'IJ.l"'rs ooncantrating in 
the ara~ with the im of capturing th• Dam. He al•o rAported the 
puild-up or fo~r c~ brigades tor attacks toward~ ornia- Spanovlc 
~nd. Martio expl:."es1.Sed atrong nisiantm8nt at iion\e aot ion Ii i:,f the 
Fr~nch troops who · in th,dr view, as~iated thie eA, Thay Gaid 
that the French t~oop5 were not weloome any more. Thu Sector 
commander hAa ask~d th&m not to do anythin~ that would aggravate 
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the situation •nd esur•o th•m that the allegation~ againet the 
French w•r• untru•· 

sector ttorth 
14, ~obi~ization bt the TDF in s~ctor North cornmenCQd on 22 
Je.n~ary 199J. On1the ni9ht 22/23 January, .almost all wear,on 
i:stocl.l.qe areas wer broken into and most hQaVy w•apon• were 
removed. Th9 TDF h~a occupigd po8itio~s alonq the ceaBe-fire 
linit on 2J and 24 JJanueiiry with infantry; tank• and artillery. 
Some of the~e forces have raportadly be•n ~OVQd to seotor South 
~s r~inf0rcem~ntG. / Th~ serh TDF/militia h~ve closed thw Turanj 
crossing point and h~ve reportedly placed some restriction. on 
movement of UNl'~O~OR pert,onriel in the VoJnio area. These 
re8tricti9na h~ve Gen prote•tad by the s~ctar commander. No 
activity ha• be•n o 9erv~d on ~he Croatian side of th~ cease~tire 
lin~, thoygh tha Serb '!'OF allege that the CA havQ mova6 two 
bri~ad~s into the Karlovao area, The ONMOs are ~atrolling areas 
on the Croatian side of the c•a••-tire line ~nd the sactor is 
monitoring the ait ation closely. 

se2t2r Eia1t. 
I 

1~. Mobilit4t!on oomlll.ene~d in S&ctor East on 22 January, All 
weapQn •tor~~e ~reaa werQ brok•n into and heavy weapons removed. 
ThQ Serb TDF h~s 01'. cupicd poeitions on the c~ase-fir• line with 
inr~ntry 1 tank~ an artillery. SomQ positions in depth have also 
been oooupieQ, Mi 9 laying by th• Sarb TDF hos been reported in 
some areas. The bridges at Batina, Erdut and llok are cloe&d. 
Some OtHl5e-tir~ v4,olatione. have occurr0;d over the past thre~ 
night~, b~t the~e have not b~en more than ueual. At 
approximately l140 1hours on 24 Januar¥, 60 m~rnbers of the "A~kan 
Tigar Brigade" forclljlld thQir way through th~ UN checkpoint at 
Batina Briag.. :~hey return8d throu9h th• bridge after a 
oornplaint Wa:i m~cte[ to the TDF oomm~nder. 

16, Mobilization orders have reaulted in a freah wave of tension 
and ~ear ~mong the [minorities within the UNPA, ~orne of whom have 
requested to laavt th~ l!leotor !Ind oross over to the Croatian 
s.l.c;J.e. NQ9otiatio~• have bjuin conducted by UNP'ROFOR with the 
authorities on both aidi,ei 1,1.nd approximately 75 people ~re 
reportedly b~lng allowed to ~ros~ over tc th~ Croatian side on 
25 January 1993, : whila some oth'11rs hi:we been placed under 
UNPROFOR proteoti1n. 

17. No build-up o~ CA has been obQerv•d so for ~long the cea ■ e­
fire line, though ' ~omQ rginforcementa of tanks, APC~ and some 
othgr we~pona were reported approximat~ly 10 to l~ kilometres 
from the cea5e-fi,• line eince approxim~tely two we8ks ago. 

S9ctor _west ! 
I 

18. Concurrent with th• other sectors, mobili~ation of the Serb 
TDF has taken placs in Sector Weat on 22 and 23 January, 

I 
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How•v••• thou9h thl weapon otoraQvs have been oponad in a f•~ 
cas&B, no w•apons have b4en rQmoved so far due to the lo0al Serb 
authoritl~s having ace~ptQd the ~a~u~anoes of thG Sector 
Commander th~t pree~ntly thGre i~ ~o build-up ny the CA and that 
UNPROFOR t~KQs resp~' n»ibility to prevent CA attaok on to the serb 
areas. NotwithatA ding the ourr~nt aooeptanCQ of the Sector 
Command•4's as5ura ~•• by the local SQrb authorities, th1s 
situation i• ~ot li 9ly ~o continue for long as, reportQdly, the 
looal Serb ~uthoritie9 ~r~ under increaaln~ preasui"e from Knin 
to remov• th• WQapon• and occupy positions along the old cea&e­
fl4~ line and any delay on their pa~t is likely to be viewed by 
the Knin authoriti,s as "disobedience" Of their ord.era. 

Metting at za~u 
19, The Deputy Fo~ce CommandQr, PRter•on and others hav~ had a 
meeting with the .froatian Army authorities in Za.de.r at 1100 
hours, R~port on fhe meeting is awaited, 

I 
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U'il'UtC I ATE 
CONll05~TlAL 

OU'TOO.tNO r.All NO DI\T~: 24 A JANUMT 199~ I ,11 

--· 
TO: HQ, U'NP~OFOA ZAC~£B P'ROM: HQ BH COMMAND lUS.ELJ'AK 

I 

YU NO, : ·- . 
I 

FAX: . 
' 
I 

ATTN: FC. ore, ~OS, crv FILW: RV.F'.NO. : 
AFFAIRS, CHI El-' MI I.INFO 1 'tH o~.s DRAFTER :LTC CASPERS 

I TITLE :OJ.COS c;; 2/5 
I RELEAS1~G O!l'F', :~O,Y- l:\~ 
I · s1GNATIJRE . ! "' ~-l~~ ~ . ___._ ..._ . 

lNfO : INTERNAL: COMO, OCOMO, cos, C.IV AFF'1'lRS I G 2}5~, \~ ~ 

SUBJECT: 
I 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 
I 

StraJfCT: C~OAT INTtNTlONS FOR PROVINCES 3,8 , and 10 

BACl<GROUNn 

1. S1nce t:he C NEVA talks in early Jan1Je-t"y, t•n•i0ns h.avliii 
steadily incraa~ed batw6~n elem~nt& of both the CroAt HVO ~nd the A incipally M~elim Army of BOSNlA-H'ERZEGOV!NA (SH) 1n Central and 

C"l.ltholl:'n S.i.i. Oi ■ ccrd b<:L-i."1q~n..th,o:""l-l ,..,,..,L,,..~,+-• "'••m• ,-,-. .._,.,r_.,, ... 
v~t"Y i:: 1ma tne pri:as3ure t rom !:I05ni c:,,n Sero torcee l 'Jl l ■, ~a it:i. (:: C. significantly rel t ted to ethnic P•rceptiond over the Peace Plan. r . 1 I 

2~ Tne ten8icns 1se~m to b~ m0et sever~ in are~s ~h~re thQt~ i& 
~C" r no clea" majority of either ~thnic g:r.•oup in 1. pert1cular obst.ir1..i, 
yt::--.v This does ?lot Prevent areas like PROzoi=i (m4jol"ity Croat} or 

JABLJ\t-l!CA (inajori,ty MtJ'ili.rn) f.rom experiencing the Qffe(;ta of •c0,5.- ethnle turmoil. t;}vJ!r thg past w~~k, the political and military 
lead~r~ of tho Croatian Commun.i.ty o! i-lERCEG-BOSNA h,avet begun to C·t',JPoL. implemQnt thei.r "pnder-standing" Q{ th~ propnal::iQ lHHtloment for 

V thEl conf 11 ct in l3H. This pr~mature ttn,j irnpeI"f.,ct g-tt:1b for­
ff),.. 6( r-.nrit-~,-,1 ,-.f rro.,~noee 'J, ~, o.nd 10 ha~ rm.!H.d,l,ldl..1 J.11 t!!.1.\,.1.''t.:rnel~ l:'ayn 

tf L. 't~nsion~ in lh'-&a and ,'3djoin.ing ,iro~c:, .. u-.(l h~.:ivy f igt,ting be.twu~ri 
C ft'O Mu.slim llnci Ct'u~t un:i. ts in 4lnd a.:ouno GORNJ..l ,VAKlJF, 

3'. Ethnic: PtJ.C<;a btionR o-f tho11 meeining ot: lhC::l new provhlt:c~ az::; 
propC~Qd in GENEVA ~re not ju~t loc~\i~ed, Thi2 can be 
1lluft'li:r.l.taa by 2 1o.c-dc.rs attac.heo ; ont:ll .r:ron1 Mr- R ... j.tc, Defence 
Mini:ster for- the Republic of BH ; the ot.ho:i;· t.r:om Bt'l~ t'etkovic, 
Commander of t.h~ !WO, · 

·,_ \ ~o5 ° 
1~v'5 UN CON FI DF.:N'.UM 

. -
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. ~ VN COMP' IDE.NT t.A.l.i 

,. · Local t11nsions exp.~ae tl1em.aelveg in a variety of way11: from 
dQnying Muslim Citi~ens a~tese to ;ov~rrunent f~cilit1e ■ unt i l 
th~¥ ei~n loyalt¥ pladq•~ to H~RCEC•llOSNA (5Qen in l~te Oc~obt::r 
1992 in NOVl !RAVNI~); to the c~r~&nt declaration of control of. 

' I all milit~ry force• rema~ninq in th8 Area, whieh resulted in the 
r•cent fighting between th•s• "allies". 

' . . 
I ~ 

S. At present, ECMM Af'\d IJNPROFO~ ere in the pro~eaa of trying 
t:c . brii:i.g an and t;0 tha ,..10·111nt !i~hting betwRen HVO forcee a.n<l -
BM Army uni ta in the v'icini ty of CORNJI VAJ<Ul", A cease:t ire ,, _ 
arranged tor 23 January :l99J had only l1m1ted _alfact. 

GOP!{JI VAJW[ 

6. Io •WNM•ty, aRITEAT .be.l 1eves t:hat the KVO commander f z:-om 
TOHlSLAVGRAn. Col 6111-9, i ■ lar~ely ras~onsible for the 
continuea attacka on GORNJX VAJ<UF- !t 1a under~tcod that Mr Bob4m 
has 1n the course ot togay ordered Col Siljeg to stop fighting, 
Fu~ther re~orts indicat• that: 

J 

~- The aoutharn part Of GORNJI VAKUF is ~ui~t where the 
Muslime nave qiv•n :way. 

b. GORNJI VA.KUr bas been ~t~uck by 8M2l rock~t l~unchers 
at lsaet 4 timaa. Artillery and tanxs have ~•en continuously 
e~ploy~d, with T~5S ta..nka t1r1ng single rounds i nto hou~QB, 

c. The town of 1uJ:i"T'·1::n,..• h1110 bo"'u • LHlU L!!..l lY c:leaneed by 
~ha HVO, with ~ll Muslim housea burninq . 

7. Th• HVO h~11 ~lao laid down a number of c:onditiqns. t.o local 
Mus l im.li. includ1ing the aurrander of 4rma. into a joint HVO/Musl im 
author1 ty ( not yet ereated), ilml the dQ.mancl tor a nwnber ot 
MIJsl imii to be held -'!Coawita.ble foi- wa.,.- c:;-imea, Tl"le HVO has 
turthe~ stated that Muslims may ~tay in GOJU-lJI VAKUF if unarm•d. 

,EXTERNAL tNVO!NQtENT l , .. 
8. the curr~nt conf11ct in GOFl.NJI VAKUF and surroundi nq 
communities haA besn ~xdcerbated by th~ ~resenca ot unit2 ~f both 
si~QS !rom other ar~as. n ur ing the build~up ot torces in lat e 
i992 around TURBE, both' SH A:r:rny and HYO units we:rt1 rushed into 
thi! ~raa to ~rcpare the defense against ~erb ~orces. Many~£ 
the~@ units remainad in C~ntral BR ~5 that f ront se t tled and the 
Genev~ Con!erence prov1d•~ a ~ros~~ct for peace. Mo5t lncictents 
of ctirQct conflict betw~en Muelime and Croats nave been 1n1t1ated 
by me.mb~rB of thesa ~xt&rnal unite, 

9. Coinc1dintal with the recent prep~rations for a r~turn to 
OEN.EVA, HVO uni .tJ:J !rom the cl~a:,;ly Croat-dominated southern 
ob3tinas have b~en moved into Cen~ral BH. Incidents of civil 
d1 aobedi encs Ln Mus Um-owned. an~ -optlrated busi r.eeses and, alma at 
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eertainly, tlle 4er:i:or j,ai bocubino ot the 
Huel 1~ Mayor of tRAVNI!(, tra~e back to 
ela~ent• ft~~ th so~th. 

~ c~r belon~ing to th<,i 
membex-s of these H'VO 

10. A~ tenci~o~ incr~aaed •nd HVO d•m•n4■ for control o! these 
o~eae ~x~.emded, uslim h~Avy elea9nte from ZENICA and Yioinit~ 
w~re ta0ved in a .ceinforc0 tn-placfl forces with predictable 
results. More dietut"Dingly, ttllf ... sourea reports o-f. aoldi•ra 
w-ea~inCJ po.tcha11 i.denti:tying the.m. ae l'll&fflb•ri, of cr~atia.ci. Army (CA) . · , ., 
Wl1 ta in this &t'IIG have b••n rec::~i ved. T'h• l"ole ot theae 
agldler:a 111 not clear, but the ~i.ghtin-.a tttnd. to correlate to .:;;.:~:­
areas where liVO Units from •o~thern obatinaa are positioned. -~~ 

I . -~ .: . 

I 

IMPACT ON qNPROFORLUNHCR OPEMT!QNS. 
I 

iL 'l'n• C\lt"ran'C l!UU!.iJ.~L iU CJQJl.l{J'l VAl'\Vl'" e.l.L!! d!i:ILL!l..1~ Ll,e 
P.titnGry r•eupply route into BRITSAT ':ii area, with HO B Coy 
1t•tioned in thia town. 

12, T~~ recant sla~i~9 of & British UN soldier o~eurred as a 
re•ul t or this I 1nt■rn•ein" f i9htin9, and conai6er4JH• tim", 
aeeeta and ~f fot't$ hav-ia now been di vart.~d f rora SH Command. ' s. 
ht.1A1eni t:arian niiigion 1n order to -1:..ry t;o help imple.ment the 
~e~6efir~ betwee Musli~s and Croats. 

13, P~ima~y ano t~~ti~ry d4livary route& tor UNNCR r■ lief ru.ri 
through this cu.- , o., Thi!i reJ.ie! has understand.ably had to be 
d1v~rt~o along ~ne NO!TA~ route or suapendaa tor ~ne t1m~ b~ing, 

I 

l4, On 20 January l99j, tho MOSTAR lJ'NHCR field officer ~•t w~th 
Mr. Tadic, the minister •9~oirttod by Mate 8oban to coordinate 
a:u;i~tanca in ItttRC-EC BO$NA, and municipality le~de..r.·s t"roni tt'l~ 
1,r;~i.t:h•.-n an<' c:entral ar••e. M:t'. Tadic st~t~i,. that ~11 t'uture. 
del1v•r~ea of aid for thie region must b~ made di~actl~ tu the 
local. g0v~rnment1 ( HE:RC£G lilOSNA) and not to the more •thnic.al 1 y 
n&~~r~1 coordin tini committG~e ~~ heretofore. The o!ficsr was 
al ao 1nf ormed hat if IJNHCR dGcl iru~d t<:l c:om-.:,1 y wi tn thi a 
1nstruct1on, tne HVO would close the bo~d@r at METKOVIC to UNHCR 
traffic. 

l~. ~Qcur.1ty ot UNHCR flel~ oflicea and convoyl'II in 
this cu·e-a ie lncreas1ngly uncertain, HVO elements navlil 
threatened UNHC~1I represent~tives and fac:l.11ties tor "feeding the 
Muslims" . · 

I 
16. MuaU.me u.%:'-S ex~r;~sein~ their r~i.lilntt(l•nt !or ~urrent Hvo 
actions, th0 kill~ng of the D~~uty Prim. Hiniat$r, al'.ld th@ l~ck 
of Western ~ilitary intervention on th~i.r behalt by thre~ts and 
low-tev~l vi.,;;,lenc:e, auch ,!ua lun:. wa~k'6 hijaek.1ni;r t")f a. UNHC~ 
vehicle Md PEIC'l!!OD.n•l in JABI...ANICA . Thie insecurity is 
$ignl!1cantly impacting the volum8 and breadth of covarage of aid 
~al1ve~1es in and thro~ghout this area. 

!JN CONF!DgHTIAL, 
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9Rl6IS lN CROATlhN VNPAi, 

17. A dirqct coiect.1.on bira\.wtuiul th~ cro~t asi,;,,er't.1.0n ot a.uthcrit:t 
ln C,eut..ral anu S uthurn taH ~n"1 thit O\ltb""eak ~f !i9ht:i.n9 .l.n Ul'<PA 
8o~th, with r•Gu t4nt tensions in the other Cro~t1an t1NPAa, i5 
dttfic~lt tu e~t lish, The timing in r•lation to the rQaurnption 
of the GENcVA Tf1 Uca eod the pres.ince ot CA soldiers within ·'" · 
central 8H ra.1ee 1ign1f1eant concern&. · · . .. 

I I :: .,.•:.• \ • ' -: (" 

as e Ei~ SME?CL. . · .. 

18, It 1$ dLtfi ult to ~asesa why the Croats ehould be t~kin~ 
&uoh a har~ linu A quiet~r •ppraach lri'OUld 4Qeal to offer only 
a sl19"htlf 1oniar1 tran1.ition to Pl:'Obabl,a palitic.il dominance with 
1nte~national a~proval. WhQth~r to ery to utffbili~~ this tQnae 
area, o, more likely to remind the Hu~li~ leader& ebat art~~ paAce 
breaks out · th~y·must then deal with the Croata, th•re are ~cme' 
th1rtga which ~re :csrtain: 

I 

I 
~. Ther• 1a abaolutaly no doubt that the Crost lea~e~~ 
in BH re~a t ·hs current provincial plan ae ~aranteeini, them 
9ontrol of i a th~•• province ~athnic canton~. Their 
p~ut•~tations thnt they aro only t~¥in~ to ~repar~ for the 
1mpl-.mentation of the GENEVA ~1an cl•8rli ahow the 
hegemaniet fnterpretation they put on the Pl4~. 

I 
'b, .t~ is l equally obvious t:hat th£! .a111Qs against 
"Se.r.•bia.n 1\girei,a.i. □n" will, at l:>etiit, b'il \J,neaey rivalG during 
the implementation phase ■ of the GENEVA Plan, 

c. Any ~e tl~ment of th• cur~Qnt troubl& Will 11• in ~h~ 
llll!!l'':JULlCl~l.,IJ. . ' r..11.J.llJ.L.1 a.v 1..IJU9LUl..ll: l.11111 C.i.va.l.a LU 1;.1..1,..:_l,H, l.U" 

l.irn.i.t-at.i~n.i;, jf'-1.Q..;o-d 011 lh,od,i: -:..:,,~t:. .. ·.:.-l -.!JE l.hci6c '11~-.!Jvl,1\!.cc l!.iJ' 
th" coneti utlonal r-t:iqui remcnt foe t'rce ancl <;lemocr.:i.t1c 
elactions i eluded in the ~ENEVA Plan. 

19. Tha signifi J ant M~~lim , minoriti9s in tha n6w p~ovin~8a will 
inevitably ca~rJcona1derabl~ woi~ht in the infra~·ttucturo ot 
the er.:. p rovir.ces : i ! the d&mcerat i e ~roca~e.ag ax-ll al lowed to 
p.r:evail. Cur::-e.ntly, with tha e.xcieptioo of Provil"lce ~. »-Yo and 
Muslim/SH _Army f9rce~ are not s~paca.ted in the baeic tlli<;Jtunent: 
for with~r~wal ot ro~c0s to the provincas. All forces will have 
to be separated on clear delineation linae to effect any Plan. 

lJN CONftD'BNTIAL 
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'fHF. REPUBLIC BOSN A AND He~GOVINA 
HQHVO 
No :Ol - 7c)/9:l 

Tti.t::: l.)Ef.l::NCE 
M(LITAK y .SliCRl:rr 

STR.ICTL Y CONfJ.DENTJAl. 

Hased un lhl:' deds on of llVO HZ 11-ll. No O 1-1-32/93 from 13 Ja.nu1i1ry 19~3 n.nd 
I.he ord~r of lhe Head o the Od:...'1\Cc dccartmont No 02- 1/ 1-9 fi-om 1, Januat"V 1993, in 

oonn~clion with t.h~ agr m.,nl 1:1bcJut the ~tablisluucnt of 131 l from Geneva .and i.lso the 
compercnce:11 or' the com ano (,f Armed 'rorce; in the pl'ovinccs. ,~ 

I ORDER· 

1. All form111ion."I r,f ho H VO Arm~ foret:s ,rnJ li11..! OH Al 111)' 11\ tho arc.1. of the 
µrovincc~ 3, ij_ In (crotit p!'ovincc!) ,re u11dcr cor:iniun<l of 111~ HO HYO, which m6!.JIM 
wnr.11;.:1 t.:111nro:lnJ or lli~ OZ (01,.)o.)1\H1,· c ~one) M.icidk lk,~ni~. S.:I (North-w~~t) Jn<l JI 
(Sou\ 11-tu~l) H ,m:1:~ovinu. 

~ All 11 V() for111ations in the ari!."l.'1 of th~ rmiv,n~e!i I . 5 unc.l Y (muslt:m provinces) .are 
unrlcr CQ ITilll l\f10 ~1rthc I IQ Bl-I Army (part of th~ hrigaJe-s of<').7. Mi<lul~ 80,ini11.), 

J. The lJYO forces irt the com1rn1ncs of K1sc-.!ja~ and Krcscvo ~o far ~m: undi:r 
comrnanJ (11'tht: HQ HYO, which mt:11!1!1 OZ Middk Bo!in.ia . 

4. Th~ memhr~:-1 unJ t,1rn1u.tim1 ,'I of the HVO /\mn:J l~m.:es ~nJ BH Anny wliu will not 
hi: :,;uhmJina.tt:<l lo thi: qommand m~ntion.ned in the paruw-anht:'s 1. an<l 2. uf thi~ order 
h .. vi= ti;i leav~ r.hc a.reas :of the prc,vinc:-es they do ncit hdong tt, , ot hcJWisc they will be 
trc:itcd /tS paramilitary t\lid d1..~a.r1ncd . 

I 
I I 

5 Offii::'= rs cif' the 8H Army have tn h~ r~pres~nti!J :1lso in th~ ~ immaml of the HYO 
Armed to(ccs M th ~ lcvi.:1 of 0% (Opomivc zone) ~nd brigndcs ,1ccording to rhc nun,b~r 
ci t' s0ll'!iNs in the b;1.n\c1icld . 

This is also th~ 1c:ilis;H io 11 or 1hi;- couu1ll'>ll l'.011u11:io~1 ,1!.lr~1:·rn<::ul. 
I ... 

ti Thl,S~ niTii.:~r:- tlf lh1:: BH A..nnv who hy tht;'ir lcnn11:1 \V1Hk muJe irulut.:.:ic~ on the 
~r .. aking ri::l;.Hion,'i bi::iwt.en .,;rno,ti;rn and niu~lcm popul;HiL111s cin 11(1 t he in the co111n10 11 

\'.{10\ nlio\n(\ 

7. OZ ,.;1,;r11111ur1Ji:r~ J.re ,ll> i).! ~L1: J 1,1 '-t an ..:::.,: ,u_;;.i ;un ., ,,1 h lhc HH Amw ..:11n1ti1.ind., 

nu \(J !inu rh i: h~ .·t ~ 111 .l( lll1~ ~1r !o r111in_\: ,1(rl1-:- ..:n111n1,,n .:, ':1\IJ ~,;,1 11'1 

■ -~~-. ' .. 



I. 
R.EPUBLlC OF SOSNlA AND lIBRZ~GOVINA 
Mll'{LSTR Y OF DcPEN(;t: 
Su.ruj~vc.,1 18 ]unuu1y 1993 
Rcf. : 01/93 I 

AC.(;orJin~ lU Ilic I 11!;5,l ~~1111.'.:rll m~~"~t~d anJ i'.HII Lly :1iy11-.;d at ll,~ l11ltrnati,·H1~I 
Conference t'~r 1he iorrncr Yu~oslt\v1-' . .tJ1d .-.ccor<lin)!: lo th!! J>~ui,;t: l\git..:1::uu.:111 lb1 nosnia 
,,11d Hen:cgovina. (C"TCn~Ja ag1 ccmi;r11s), And with tht: aim of ~slubl!~l~na pl'.".acc on tl,l. 
whule ltmilorv of' .Bosllia ind I !cr1.e~ovin;.i unJ ol' µi"1..i\Cct111a tl1c clti7.en~ and rheir 
p1·oper1 ies, I ctod11r~· I 

ORDER 

I . J\.ll u11it~ o{' lit~ C~·o~1 iirn l)c/onct, Cnun,.;il, wlii1.:h ~11 c 111 (lt i5 1110111cnl ~tt ltd in 
prnvim •. ~:-; 1, ? , 1rnJ 9 dci.:l~r·cd AS M1."l!;;l~m rrovin~c:- 1r1 :.!.L'.Cot J,.1r1i;c w;lh th~~ Gi!ncva 
abrctm,~nL'!, ar~ to ht: pla~-i,;d ~11Jd..,,.,· tk hi~l1cr corn1m1nd llC th~ BH ,\nny Hl'ndq~1i\,11.•.rs . 

'2 J\.11 unil~ uf Lh1: Bl Army wh1r.h n.r'.! in thi"'i mom1J11I ',\.~ttld ir1 µ1·ovir1cc:s .'i , 8. 10 
wh i<.;I, 1m: ut:dun:u d.:-0 C10.lli1\l\ p11.h111cCJ 111 ~cwrdun.,;t' wilt, tht' C~1i,:,;va ;,i.h1;.~.::,nc,1ts. arc. ' 

to he phH.'~U um.l~r 1ht! hi~ht?-1 ...:01n1par1d of th~ 11 V() 1,-{t!:.lUquartt:rs . 

l All units of ,h~ llepuhlic Srp:·ikd in th~ Republ ic l)f l~¢s11i~ a.ri~ Her,.~goviria ur~ lo h~ 
rCt11Qvoc1 w1rl1 ~11 ~H~s0111 , cl :md makri.il inlo lh~ pi v,·im·~~ 2, 4,(_fi. ,."hjc h .11 l! d~c: l!lred .:i.~ 

!:k:dJ provinces i11 .,ccordan<.:c with th«:: (i,:meva ag1~~1nc1Hs. ~. 

4. All ur1.its of the crJRtiw ('\..)un..:-il 11( De!~m:e, BH A.!'ll\y :1n11 Serb Anny which are in 
1hi:; mom1:n~ ~~nkd in th ~ 1,>1'1)V1Ml:! i . hi!.vin):!. R ~'. ri~l.'.iai trt'-l.Jtrn1ml u..:coruinH to th1.~ (.i~ncvil, 
agr~t!mtnls, have to !>lnp 1111 ...:i.,n!licts . 

5: T!us (Jrdizr will ~ 1 alict i~ ,,II hc:r~abovl! m~nti11~cd ~uit1L::, u11:il tile tin~.I agre~111cn1, 
Sl:,.im1l1.11 i:: :.rnJ m:w "'ll'di.:r bc1ui 111 pl~ :11enr,mon nf the ( 1t:neva Pt'i..ll'-t: /\p1;:t:lllC:rtl. 

Ii The responsih!t: r~rsom !in tin: li.11!1il11Klll cf ti is Order ,-:in:- · 
I 

[!t il,).:t 1:Jk\' t', 1il iv0j 1J Pcr .,,wi..: , ( 11 111 n1;.inJer (lj' lil t• HVO l k,\dl1u ;\'11..~ r s. 

Culunt-1 ~tfr1 Hulilbvi~~- C:l1Jt.; r' 1,1· ,h~~ 1111 .A.rrny Hc:.i<l~u..1.r1cr:;. 
(,t,n~ru. l R.itku \1Jfl<.l i-". C_\,11111:;1'1da l'.'l • rhe Serh Arnn rn Re publ1 1,.; ()[ 8 1)~1u.-1 ,HI l 

!-kr2.e~11,·i11u . I 

.. 
I 

( 
I 
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MSC0O787 CRYPTOFAX •93 JAN 26 -B :13 

C,Gl o1f 
TO: NAMBIAR, UNPROFOR, ZAGREB 

FROM: VANCE, ICFY, GENEVA 

DATE: 25 JANUARY 1993 

SUBJECT: ICFY BH CONFERENCE DISCUSSIONS 

1. Not much progress today. A map for Sarajevo was discussed 
with Serbs and Muslims but was not acceptable to either. A 
government structure (see yesterday's report) in provinces was 
also discussed but was not appealing to t he Serbs. 

2. The provincial map was also considered in variou s meetings . 
It is not acceptable to the Serbs and Muslims for a variety of 
reasons . The Serbs consider it does not give them a fair s hare 
of industrial capacity in addition to their usual arguments about 
Serb ownership of the land. In fact, at this stage, they appear 
to want to retain all of their ill-got t en gains . In particular 
they argue they should get Doboj a nd the Serb salient runn ing 
south - east from there . The Muslims, it is feared, are encouraged 
by news from Washingt on and President Clinton's emerging foreign 
policy . Not much appears to be acceptable to them . 

3 . Further bilateral discussions are planned for tomorrow a nd 
possibly a plenary Wednesday or Thursday. It depends on whether 
one of the parties is prepared to make some concessions to start 
moving things along. 

4 . Mr Vance called Zagreb, prompted by the u n fortunate news of 
the French casualties in Sector Sou t h. I u nde r stand he debriefed 
you by ' phone. Your message to COS BH COMD has passed the full 
circle and arrived back here . 

5. Incidentally, the CAO ' s office has indicated that Lt. Col 
Mbogo shou ld return to Zagreb. This is a b u sy seven-day a week 
liaison office and I formally request that he remain. 
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TO: NAMBIAR, UNPROFOR, ZAGREB 

VANCE, GENEVA 

FROM: ~OULDING, NEW YORK ~~,_-

DATE: 24 JANUARY 1993 

NUMBER: MSC - ::..2 4 

SUBJECT: continued Fighting: security council Action 

✓ 
1. For Namblsr: Many thanks tor your UNPROFOR-Z-085 and 086. In 

order to permit the Secretary-General to present the situation 

appropriately to the Security council on Monday, most grateful 

you send us a summary of events, updated to (say) 1300 hours your 

time on 25 January, together with an indication of the kind of 

action that you believe will best strengthen your hands at this 

time. We will do our best to obtain the support you need, but 

must caution you that the mood described in our MSC-1~ will 

militate against a straight!orward repetition of the 11 resolution 

762 11 scenario. 

2. For Vance: Greatly appreciate the discussion in telecon 

Vance-Tharoor today. For our approach to the Security Council, 

would also welcome receiving, as of 1300 hours your time Monday, 

a brief account of your efforts with the Croatian authorities and 

the assurances given (and violated) by Zagreb in regard '-b~ 

cessation of hostilities. 

TION: 

1993 - 01 - 2 4 3 : 04 
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TO 

INFO 

FROM 

DATE 

NUMBER 

GOULDING, UNATIONS NEW YORK 
I 

UNPROFORI z­

VANCE, I r FY GENEVA 

NAMBIAR, UNPROFOR ZAGREB m~ 
24 JANUA Y 1993 ~ ,, 

SUBJECT : SITUATION AROUND MASLENICA: UPDATE 

N 
A 

co 

~ ,·-

I . 
1. Details of the situation as at 1500 hours today are contained 
i n sector South sitreps forwarded under our UNPROFOR-Z-85 a couple 
of hours ago. Shelling towards Zadar, which had CGased yesterday 
evening, recommenc:ed around 1230 hours today, but Zadar itself has 
not been shelled t oday. The Croats had alr@ady warned that if i t 
were to begin aga1in, they wo1Jld reta l iate on Knin, Obrovac and 
Benkovac. F'or thr:,i r part, the Serbs have said that if Knin is 
shel l ed, so also ~ill Zagreb; we estimate this is within their 
capability. Ci vPol has evacuated approximate! y 200 women and 
children from SmoRov i c to Benkovac, ~nd the Serbs are evacuating 
Medak, A French detuchment at Zemunik is sheltering in foxholes 
and cel1ars becnuse of the pi;oximity of belligerent positions and 
the i ntensity of ~ostilities. Some of its pocitions have been hit 
sevgral· times by 1t he heavy weapons of both sides. Sector South 
commander is looking into the evacuation possibilj.ty of this group. 
Sector south has described the problems of providing updated and 
overa l l pictures because of communications' and evident operational 
diffi c ulties. I 
2. Ear l y this rn~rning, Goran Hadzi c and Spanovic came to Sector 
south HeadquarterJ and conveyed the fo l lowing messHge to us: - that 
they would be re~dy to discuss the situation on the basis uf 
whatever we propo~ed, and would accept our mediation, but would do 
s o on l y when there was a ceasefire. Meanwhile, they said, they had 
S(?Ught mil.itary [ assistance from Casie and General Panic in 
Belgrade. We later heard from Wilson in Geneva that cosic had not 
a greed to a prop sal from Panic that JA aircraft be deployed in 
support. Panic has been trying to reach us in Zagreb this 
afternoon . ~, 

DISTRIBUTION: 
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3. Gaudreau is b ck in Knin and led talks this afternoon with 
Hadzic and Spanovii1 , together with Rob and Peterson. Spnnovic 
emphasized his or ers not to shell Zadar, but only mili to.ry 
objectives in the vicinity. He said they urgently w<lnted a 
ceasefire but that hey would not talk to the Croats until there 
was one. Knin unde stood the Croats' ne9d to have this area and 
had the meeting taRen place at Maslenica, as planned, something 
could have been workea out. We also haVQ the representatives in 
Zadar whom we deplo~ed there· on Friday. They are in close touch 
with CA leaders. Th~y reported at approximately 1300 hours through 
Knin as follows: - The CA believes that it has now attained phase 
l of its objectives namely a security line: however, n number of 
Serb strongholds crtinue to hold out along the line. Phase 2, 
that of consolidati n, is now beginning. They are reported to be 
in confident mood. As regards negotiations, they are not ready to 
consider even a temJ;orary ceasefire unless the Serb side concedes 
three points: - the security line; the complete withdrawal of Serb 
troops from the ar a of their concern; and no new movements of ' ' Serb forces towartls tho CFL. However, they are seeking 
confirmation from Zagreb for this position at this time. · 

4. I was briefed his morning by two UNMOs who had spent the last 
~8 hours observing tjhe situation. They said that the CA attack had 
been carefully prepkred and was fully coordinated. They believ€d 
its objective was as stated, namely, the securing of the bridge 
area and the highway in the vicinity. 'I'he Serl.> s.ide hac.l been 
caught totally by shrprise and were quite unprepared. The CA had 
made initial rapid ~nroads, and had by yesterday afternoon almost 
attained their objective. However, they had failed to overcome the 
prepared Serb defenbive positions. The Serbs were now moving up 
much rcinforcomcnt J and heavy· weaponry, of which they had the 
preponderance, but ~till appeared disorganised and confused. There 
was general rnobi lisation. They expected a Serb counterattack 
immediately they were ready. They believed the Croats would want 
to talk peace as sdon as possible: the Serbs, perhaps some days 
from now. 

5. I have asked Gaudreau to 
_deployment to see if it would 
reinforce there. 

ask Rob to look at our Peruca 
be fetl~lble tin<l desirable to 

6. Gaudreau and r t~rson nave uean task~d to vlslL za~ar a~ suur1 
as possible to mee up with thG CA local command and explore the 
question of an end to the hostilities. •rhey have no mandate to 
conduct substantiv negotiations. I have asked them to report 
tomorrow morning. t this time I shall consider whether the time 
is ripe to begin ex loratory talks on the ground. ENDALL. 
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i:= 

SUBJECT; continued rigbt~ng, Seourity Counoil Aotion 
.r= 

I 

We have taken note o~ the 

most instructive analrsis 
I 

V 
9ontents of your UNPR FOR-Z-080 and the 

✓ 
in your 081, for whic many thanks. 

While we understand t e concerns of th~ Knin au horities about 

the nature of 

offensive and 

rity Council's action on he Croatian 

r po~nt (your 081, para 4) about the 

passage of resolution 762 ~n response to incursion, it 

' ✓ 
should be apparent fr rn our MSC-116 that the mo in the Security 

Council is not wholly! sympathetic to the e. We will, as 
I , 

necessary, draw the C uncil°'s attention on Monda to ongoing 

developments, but any statefent or resolution em rging from it is 

likely to be equally ritical of Serb violations and non-OO-
1 
I 

operation with the Va ce Pl~n. Though members of the council are 

opposed to any attempf s to . find a military solut on to the 

standoff in the UNPAs jand P~nk Zones, many have ecome almost as 

exasperated as the CrtatianF by the be~aviour of the Serbs in 

these areas. In this espect the situation diffe s significantly 

from that of resoluti1n 762 . in June 1992, when t e last Croatian 

offensive was seen as 1 undermining a viable peace process. But we 

note your concerns an are sure the Council will wish to help 

uphold your credibili y and · effectiveness. 

1991-111-'J".i pAr-F - n 1 
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At this stage it doe~ not ·seem to us that ther is any useful 

action that could be i taken at Headquarters, pa tiqularly since I , 
you have not seen evf dence for these allegatio you 

receive additional itformation confirming the eriousness of this 

threat, we could mak a public appeal to both sides in the name 

of the Secretary-Genfral, if you 
I , 

Please advise, when fppropriate, 
I 

such an appeal. I 

judge t~at this might help. 
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1. We have just received (2000 hours local) 1\the attached letter 
from so-called Minister of Defence Spanovic. It hss reached us 
through sector South. 

2, Similar reports h~ve come in during the d1y. We have not seen 
evidenoe for ~uch all•getionu, though a conoebtratioM of c~oatien 
Arrny ig reported near ~inj, some kilometers to th$ sou~h of Perucs. 
The dam is still prepared tor ~emolition and i , obviously, highly 
vulnerable and oxtremely dangerous. Martic ha also threatened to 
blow it. I 
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ACCQt·ding to th,e inCct·mat 1cm thl!I. t Wt:! ht1V411 Ct:oret 1.11 1,i plr.mning an 
attack ag&inst UN tor¢t!• on ~h" HEr'S feruc :l J nd the ta)(ing over ot 
the •~me. 

for th~~e intention~ Lt h~a planned •nd ex~ ·u~ed pr~p4~ations of 
the 126 b't"i~adti! and ep~..:la1 sAboteur· \111lt..s t ,om ~p1i.t.. At the s.ame 
t1me Cro~tia is pl~nMjn9 to blow tha dam uv b~cauRe or ~hich it ie 
already ev~cu~ting the po~u l ~tlon rrom Trllje an4 omta. For this 
act they wish to put t.he b l am3 on the Sf4.r},.-; .I · 

Please Jnfc,rm the Ut-l s,e,::urlty Co ur11;i l c.ii: 
plea$e undertar.e UHG8~1T Ht.,SflFIES It.' ')RL..•l•a•t 

htrne .in t~ntion~, ~nd 
0 PnF.VV.NT ~ DtSASTEn. 

I 
Mlnlsl:er 
Co1 4nftl 

I 

Stl..'l t\l"\ spat,01,de 

.1 
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NUMBER UNPROFOR-Z- ¢8 i 
SUBJECT: COUCWIS OYER THE CONTINUED FIGHT!N1 ~ROUND .MASLENJ:.:A 

I 

1. Together with my senior colleagues, I am ~rying to assess tho 
various implications of the atill d~veloping a~~ widenin9 situation 
Q8USed hv th1" QV ........ 01r1d:l.-n .. wy Os:-aa.l...i..uu O.\,Jl..lUll. I Ut''I,,,; lil!I.Uctreau came 
trom Knin to report to me this afternoon and ie returning tomorrow 
morning. \ 

2. On the g.-ound, f!ghting is oont:.inuing, iand the s~rbs are 
continuing to move up heavy armament. A qene al mobilisation is 
taking place in the sectors and hQavy weapon~ re being broken out 
of the dou.ble look etot"age depots. Cl'.'ossing points area being 
closed or r~etriota~, and there are report~ of UNPROFOR pQrBonnel 
not being permJtted to leave Sgotor Ea~t. Zad ~r is peing shelled . 
My tent8tive tmpreesion i~ that the Croatian Arm~ ha~ found it 
heavy going, though they made lniti~l quiok advancqg ctue to a 
virtual unpreparedness on the serb sid~1 Tht denger of a more 
general conflagration is not utterly remote. 

I 
J. The Croatian military in Z~dar have convoyed , through Sec~or 
South personnel ~ho were sent 'there to liai~Q immecHately the 
!ightin~ began, thei~ willingness to baqin o~asetire talks with 
Knin, aa well as a threat ta sh~ll it ~nd eenkovac. The terms 
which they h&ve eugqeeted i.e. a ~ithdrawal of l serb force5 behind 
a line whi~h they have previously described ~B their objective, 
with UN'PROFOR control ling the vacated area, I seem unlikely of 
acceptance. Rob and Peterson conv-eyed these I triie Afternoon to 
Hadzic, spanovic and Mart.ic: in Knin ( expressirg no view on the 
mattor, but P.mphas!zing that th~y were acting 1 only as postmen). 
Th~ Knin a~tnoritie3 aaid they wgre willing tp tQlk, on c ert~in 
conditions, inclu~ing a full withdrawai of the !Cro~tian torcee to 
their previou$ positions , and would give thE?ir answer at 1000 
hours tomorrow, Sunday, 

F 
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4. As you will appreciate, we have consulted extensively within 
headqu~rters on the ~ituation, and are aeeply doncernQd to retrieve 
~h~tever can bEI retrieved. A first step h~~ ~een the issuance of 
a prea~ 5tatemant to correct much disintorm~tion which h~~ be9n 
eirculated locally. We did not issue yQsterdQy, altho~qh I did a 
TV ~nd some radio interview~, and 1 and the OCM spoke to some of 
the international press. The current text has 1already be•n sent to 
DPI in New York, There are now several major \dang~r~. First, it 
is hard to se~ how we shall, for the torseeable future, be able to 
move torward on the implementation of thQ Van~e Plan. EVQrything 
the Serbe h~d alleged of Croatian intentiona Iha~, unfortunately, 
been vindicated, even if th~ir own intransigence (which they ot 
course ~ttr1buted to their mistrust of tha crd&ts) may have been, 
nt least in part, to blame. How can we t6l* of oiGarmamant of 
their police, return of he~vy arms to storage, non-viotimisation of 
croate, restoration of law ar'ld order, inst~ution of UNPR0F0'R 
border contols, eto. etc,? The second, of 00 rse, is that we ~re 
in grave danger of losing mo~t or our credibi 1 ity: - not only in 
terms of our effectiveness, but alao in term~ of our impartiality. 
Vo~ will have eeen ZeCQVic's letter today to tn• secretary-General 
oornplaininq about what. h!! regarded a.a an ~nadaguate Security 
Co\.lnci l r•■ ponse. We oa11 understand the reluot;enc'- of the counc i l 
to take othe~ step~ on the evs of ~he ren~wed \ Geneva Confer~ncet 
though Croatia did not, apparently, heaitatA, \ Howavsr, you will 
recall that in the caae of a much lesser ein, OVQr the Mlljeveci 
plateau, there was a specific directiVQ to th~ Croats in a Secco 
~esolution to pull the military out. We are incline~ to reel that 
it could joopardi~e tne United Nation,' ~eputetion locally if the 
council does not take more formal action in ~ hfi present matt~r 
whi~h, it the fires ar~ not rapidly extinguish d, could lead to~ 
de:ment into general Wilrt are. . We Q.t'fl r,nnl'I 11 ar1 h1r ti ... 
~ "llllPUPlf•"-•.4..L.:.111.-1 v.c. ~u~ 1..:ro1A'C.B 1n thie matter, al though we were al 1 
too aware of the war mentality of ~orne ot th~ir wilder spirit~; 
despite the at times oraee 1 uncooperative and ~razen behaviou~ of 
most of the Xnin groupy l 
5, In short, the pro5peots ar~ bleak at this time if we do not 
Bee an end to the hostilities and a r~turn to t~e status au¢ ante. 
We ehall do our best at this end, but feel it necessary to bring 
our medium- and longer-term concerns to your attention, for the 
maet effective action which can be takgn: As df tonight, we have 
a situation of considerable gravi.ty on our hand~. 

tNDALL 
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PRESS STATEMENT 

I 

rsaued bY &banngn 6QYSL A<:~iog cntet, Prea~ and, Information, 
J.DIPROFOR, on behaif of the Mi.sign 

I 

1. At 1500 hours today, Saturday 23 January, lthe situation in the 
area of C~oatian in~ur~ions into th~ U~PA and 1 Pink zon~s ia, thnt 
ti9ntinq continue5, with the Croatian Army still •eeking to 
advance, desplte assurances given by Presidentj ~udjman and Defence 
Mirtigter sueak that they had ordered a c;ieasef ire as. of Friday 
afternoon. UNPROFOR conf1rm~ that Zadar is nrw being ~helled and 
that mobilisation in the area is widespread. here are no report• 
at this time of UNPROFOR aasualties. 

2, The UNPA and Pink Zon&s were e~tablishodi with th~ ~greoment 
ot all concerned, by Security council Resolurions 743 of 21 
February 1992 and 7~2 of JO June 1992. 1 

3. Croatia's unilateral military action has b~en oondemned by the 
Security Council, by the secretary-General, and ny UNPROFOR, The 
Force Commander, Lt, Oeneral Satish Nambiar, a~ an urgent meetinq 
rQquested by him with Preeident Tudjman at l~.30 on 22 Janu~ry, 
called on the Croatian Government to halt itfl otfeneive and to 
witharaw to the positions ~hioh it had previously occupied. 
UNPROFOR, in accordance with th~ direction~ of the Security 
council, is seQking, by all means available to it, to contain and 
defuse the situation. 

4. UNPROFOR deeply deplores thie unil•taral esort to force and 
resulting hostilities in ~n area in which peac had been 
estii.bliahed tor more thah A yeor. tt pror , undlY regrets the 
bloodshed whioh they have catieed. 1 

s. In view especially of a number of ffli,) eading .at.atelllents 
attributable to various sources, UITT'ROFOR wiehe~\ to place on public 
reoord the sequence of events preceding crq~ti~'s unil~teral 
mil1tary action and the consequent tragic even9s. 

6 . It should fi~st be e~id, thot sllegationJ and allueions in 
certain media to tne eft•ct that UNPROFOR had prior notlce of the 
croatlan action and, even, tluit it had 11o.omQhbw given it prior 
approve 1 , are who l J. y d.evo id of truth. The b~ckgtr-oUl'\d and sequence 
of events are a. follows: ~ I 

7 . The Croatian ~~med incuraion into the UNPA Ln~ Pink Zonss has 
been stated to have the obj•ctive of securing th~ area of MaQlenioa 
bridge, which torrnerly carried vital traffic \ from northern to 
ao~tnero Dalmatia. ~he question of reconstruc1ion of the bridge 
h;,e been under di11cuseion in joint machinery pz:-e~iderJ ove?; hy 
UNPROFOR, and establi~he?d by Resolution 762 ,I in common wit.h 
numerous otner issues of joint concern to Croatia and the Serb 
local authorities. Theee include P@ruca Dam, Obrbvac power station 

I 
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and res8rVoir, water suppli~s on both aides of the confrontation 
line, the reopening of roada and railway~, th~ lrestortltion of power 
euppl ies ai.nd th~ repair of power 1 ines, a't , w~ll as many other 
iRsues of e~onomio and eocial concern in and atound the Pink Zones. 
A pre-requisJ te for these discussioms rias beeJ'l the restor~tion on 
Etach eiae of min iinal cont' idence in the good\ faith of the oth~r 
party to thA discus~ i on~. The most recent Qf such discussion$, 
involving U~PR0l"0R and experts o:n both sides, ltook plac~ nt Zitnic 
on 19 Januaryt Due to the painstaking and pa~iertt ~ork whicl1 was 
taking place, ma jo:r- progress. had b~come e:i strong POS$ibil i ty, 
provided that both sides, at a poli tioa.1 evel, took certain 
decistoms to cooperate. 1 

I 

8. T0 this end, during the past five week~ , UNPROFO~ had held 
many rounds of bilateral talks at eenior levels of. the Croatian 
Ga~ern~ent with, in pa~ticular, Miniatere l Milas, susak and 
Mudrinic; and, on the Serb side, in Belgrade \and Knin, with Col. 
Spanovicr Mr, Martic and Mr. Bjegovic, with a View to establishing 
suoh polit!oal agreement fo~ a possible br~ak~hrough in rAgard to 
these various steps toward~ a normalization o~ the situation. 

9. The last suoh bilateral meetings took pla~e at Knin on Monday 
1 B ,January and. ir.i Zagreb on 19 January. I At 1:hes9 n,eetinga, 
UNPRO~OR sought to finall~e arrnng@ments tor ~ high~level me~ting 
bAtween both sides, under the chairmanship of the Force Commander, 
at which a ~umber or tnese iea~e~ would ! be discussad and, 
hopefully, resolved. The process of ir,tl'.!nsive bilateral 
preparations haa ti~ally led to an agreement to m~et, at Maslenica, 
on Thursday, 21 Jtinuary, between high lavel del~gations. The first 
i tem on the agenda was the reconstruction of tlil!!I Maslenic~ Brtdge. 
It was followed by Peruca dam a~d Obro~ac power ststion. 
substantivo b~lateral pr@p~rations on thQse var'ous issues had also 
hAAn conducted by UN('lROFOR, arid t::.o:a...::h E,JArty was tully informed 
regarding th~ situation. Variou~ "pacXages~ had b~en discussed of 
act .i on to ha taken, under UNPR0F0R supervieipn -and control, to 
rester~ a variety of important racilities, on tan agreed b~si5, so 
that. the lives of the people in the varlouis a feoted areas cou l d 
begin to return to norm~l after the earlier tr gic hostilities, 
hs a result or these consultations, UNPROFOR fe ~t th~t thA proposed 
high level talks hau a reasonable chande of success. 

I 

10. At the last moment i .e. late in tne evening on 20 Janu8ry, tne 
S@rb ~ide aeked for a poBtponement of the meetir'ng froro 21 unti l 22 
Jnnuary so that they coulu study the fine agenda and make 
nece~sary preparations. upon this being conveted to the Croatian 
Government, Vioe P~irne Mini~ter Milas Baio that a meeting on 22 
January would be impossible. He offered, how~ver, to meet on 23 
J1:1.nuary. BeforQ this ott'er ooul(j, be conveyed!, the ne~s came of 
Croatia 'a unilateral recort to force. UNPROr'OR had expressed its 
concern, i n clQar language, to thd Serb side oyar the last-minute 
po~tpnn@ment. 

0 37 POil 
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11. Meanwhile, during the p8st two weeks, ~PROFO~ had obserVMd 
subetantlal military movements on thQ Cr~atian side 0£ the 
,::easef ire line, and a he i ghtenin9 o;C tensi n in c11rtain areaf4, 
acoompanied bt art increa5e in cQasefire violat , ons, and attemptR ~o 
infiltrate arms into the Cr~at1an side of fector west. on 18 
,TRnuary the f'o:rr:e commander wrote to Gen8r°ll Bobetko, Chief of 
Sta£ f, Croatian Arm.y, on these matters, and on O~her recent 
aepeota of C~o~tian Army activ1tiee, calling on him to exercise 
maximum restraint. Also on that date, the Knin authorities met 
with Deputy Chief of Miseion Thornberry, ~nd donveyed to him their 
detai hid concern.,, on the eiubject. The DCM ra.i~ed them at a meeting 
with Croatian Yioe Prime Minister Mila$ the fdllowing day at which 
time he also hand~d over copy of the Force cofmander's letter. 

l2. In view, e5p•cially, of this ba.ok.grour,d i UNPROFOR is deeply 
troubled by the return to ho&tilities, ~~th all the eragic 
~uffering brought about by wqr, The cause h s been stated to be 
the question of Maeleni.ca Bridge which, t.houg , of great importance 
to Croatia, wac .litel:.'ally on the &Ve of ~Qtential ly trui tful 
negotiation~. It ia also battled by a !decision to choose 
unilateral r66ort to force, rother than peaceful negotiations in 
aooordance with an agreed pe&CQ pl8n an~ ongo!n9 ~1£cussions within 
i ts framework, Months of patient oont!dence-buildlnq and 
conRultations had preceded Friday's incursion 

1 3. Despite th0 setback, UNPROFOlt will con~inua to devote its 
resourcas to t'he process of peaceful settlemen of the outstanding 
isaues. Meanwhile, the Force Commander haa rioritised that the 
Mission shnuld use every effort to contain th•tam&ge which has now 
been done. \JNPR0F0R !a convinc6d that the a.y forward must be 
found by negotiations, and not thro~gh a ret r~ to the grim ~nd 
tragic path tc a renewal of genttral J\ostilitles 1n the area. A 
ceaae£1re and return to former positiona muat ibe achieved as soon 
oe poseible. 

ENDALL 
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copy of a letter I have reeeived today from Mr. Zdravko zecevio is 
faxed herewith for your information. The lett~r is also addressed 

' to the secretary General and the President of the sacurity council. 
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UN SECRETARY Q~NERAL 
Mr, Bout~c~ 8outroe-~hal1 

GENERAL ShTI~H \ N>.MBIAR Z~J~;-~,,:tr·. 
PRESIDENT OF THt StC~lT¥ -COWCI 

·· · ·-- Mt-. ·voahio· Hatano , · . -~-: :-,-iJ:.._ 

Mr. C!DRIC THO~Bn.RY QHM Za.g·r·.~ ' 
' -

Attar ;-;ceiving the information given ~y th-:i aq•ncy "T>.HJU0 11 

tro'll!. 22 January l99J •bout th• coneultat.l.vr_ aesGiion of the tm ··­
Seeu~ity Council whioh wa; related to the ag1~rssion ot th~ regular 
Croatian ~rmy on the terri~Or¥ ot the Republ c of S$rb Kr•~ina, the~ 
covernment ot the Repuolic 0t eerb ~rayin• wae qiven th• authority 
to intorm you ot the tollowinq, I 

1, The Security councl l, in ot:.h•r wo'i<ls i ta 1u1~er ■ wer• .. . . 
l!!lvidently 1'-lrprh1ad b:' the arrogant. blew givtin to them tiy ~ member .. ,. 
ot the UN, th8 R~public o! croa~ia with its unparalleled ~;~. 
aqgr~saicn, not only on the territory of the Republic ct sorb ~.'f•- ·:. 
!(;-ayina, but also to thfi irtt•<;t"ity of! UNPROFOR. which 1• protectini .-,':"~ .... : 
that ta?'l:'i tory in aeeordance with the Vance ~!an. ,-# :~·· ~ . 

.-..,. !, 

2, 'I'h• Gov&rnT11•nt.'s ass49semont is based\ on th• tact that the -~.- ~-,;;' 
statement, by which a demand 1• 11~d~ {or tb.• w1 ,..,,,.h--u,111.l of ,11,.. -'i~-; 
011"o••La.1\ J..i;. 1•.1 i.,..., 1-11a initia.1 poe.1t1ons, was qiven orally in&tead o! .-··?·.\· 
be!ni ieeued a~ a regular •eta aueh ac a presidential •t~tQment o~ · 
SC r•1olutiot'I, This wey th• SC ?'las ahown it.s u~ter hel;,l•11sneas to .::-,-.;~\1 .. 

puni•h the r•al culprit tor the &med conflict~ which ara hoppening . . . 
in the tet"?"itor~ or the tcrm•z- Yui;oslavia. . . . ,., 

I ·: .: · . 

3. Th• Qov,n·ntnent <;on■ idGrJJ and ass~rt.s lt:h~t a warning given 
in 1uch a nhape stimulates not only ~he Republic ot Croatia but 
else any other pot~ntial aggressor to do what ever they wish and 
■ tay unpunished. 

4, The Government aa~esees Mr, Hata~ote atat~rnent ae only a. 
warning to the Rgpublio of Cro~tia, without a~y l•gal cons~quenass, 
in which way the S•cu::i ty council h.)S shown 1ts part.iali ty, In 
othtr words, whil• Iraq is oeing punlshQd with bombar~inQ tor the 
~liQhtest disr~sp~ct or any sc resolution, the ~•public o! C~oatis, 
since it became a ~Qr.i:cer of the UN , has viol!tQd the followin~ sc 
reeolutionl!I: 

-Rlie.olution ?62, 

: II 



2 -1st I }/)7i&f\/J 
-No rli9ht Resoluti¢n ~¥Gr thv territories o! th~ 

torm~r B~•nia and Herc•~ovi • and the Republic of 
S•rb Kr*yin•, 

-Resol~tion gn the arms import embargo 

and a whol• list ot other sc docurn•nts, \ 

~. For all th•ma viol•tions ~vithar ~~spons!bility nor any 
ll'lttasure& h&v• been taken againet t.h• Republic ot Cro&tia, . . · • ' . ' .: ~ ,; .,.;;i 

' \ · '"7" , "1.'~ "I··~· 

e. Th• aatori.!ahinq thing in Mr. Hate.no'~ statement !s the ··~ 
oonclu~i0n in w~ioh ha expr•aaes ragrat bQ~~use All aides in the' 
conflict. ar• •1legedly v1olating a9r.!~m.~!'l~s_ <:1¢,c~rning hottJ. l 1 ties·, 

- · and·-they have · been aent an api:,eal to coop•r•t• w! th the Co .. ehairme·n 
ot t.h• G•nev1:1 C0n.t•r•nc• and to abide by ,all the releva.nt SC 
r11■01utions. Xt ie t.h• Governni•nt '• opin1o~ that thi1 11 only & • . • · 
colD-iQOn phrase without 1ny la9al •ttioiency, ... 

-.· : . 
··:•·"'. ,. Th.• Government ot the R•public -ct Serb Krayino. ia 

informing you that 1 t will not allow another 'Mil j1vci PlatijClU'' to 
happ~n. In th• event regular uni ts or the croaefan 'Army wEi-:e riot • .. 
to withdraw, th1 reg io.tia.l mi l.i t1 a of tha 'Ogpq blie ol c ••• u~•.:-1 J.11q .-~,f 
will c~ roroea ~o undertake 11aa•ure• to re-11etabli•h the torm•r ·"':"{jj_ 
■tat•. . ··'.--:J-O' f.'• 

-.~ : 
I _:.';J) . 

B. Whil• the Rep1Jblic ot scn:b J(rayir,a f!ghter■ are det'i1ilnding .':~•,ti 
their hou••a and while tha regular army c,t th~ Republic: ot Croatia ·;;, \f 
ie murdering civilian population without rQp~imand, the Presid•nt . ...:~. 
ot tha R~public ot cro~tia and his aseistanta have the audaoity to · - .· 
announca in =ublic that they have undertak~~th• ~nole operation . z~Wf.­
with the goop•r;,tion o! th• tn,r, namel:i,, vit.h e Co•Chairmen ot th• .. ~~ft 
C~neva Conterenoe 1 for which o ~ementi Wae asued ~y authori2ed ·r~ 
UNPRoro~ ef!ieials on the ground. Since th•~e !lme ¢!!ioiale hav~ 
u.nambiquou1ly ascertained who •tarted this agQrassii:in, and that is ···· - ~~ 
the Republic ot Croatia, th• onlr optiQn left ! t'Qr the·' citizen.a cf 
the Republic ct serb ~re.~ina. • to dtttana: themselv1a and to 
implfment the •~lt d@!e~ce principle ~asad on 1thi trn Charter. 

I 

9, The Gov~rnment of the ~epublio ot 3erb Xr~yina demands en 
t.J.rgent ■ ession of th• UN ec and t?'l.e cond1Jot 1 of th8 R•publio of 
Cro•ti4 in this bloody eon!liot, as the indi~putable viol&tor ot 
•ll ON SC resolution ■ be includ•d on its eqtnda. Onlt s~nctiona 
~Y th• security council will prevant tha R~pubiic of croatia troro 
using fore~ to eolva pre~ent and rutur9 I political issues. 
OtherwiSQ 1 the whole International Community will be responaibl~ 
tor the apre~dlng o! th~ war in tne whole tQrrltory ct the Balkan 
reqion. Th•n, it will be ol~ar who i ■ risponsibl• !or the cri&is 
in thg !orm~r ~ugoelavia, 

~).Ol,1993/~ 

• T •, 

P~irne Mini1St•r 
Zdravko Z•cevio 

I 

r ,. , • :. ... 
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:• .. -.·.,;·,._no1cAcM MHiao~Me4H,J• ar•H~l-4jv •TAlil'i• 22. Ja~yi?lpa 1&93. ,.0A1-011 · ~-.:,?/'.1~;1\ 
CM0y1t1e'tHil't0J 0Je~1-01u.1i1 C~1jera C111dJt,aHOC1'H 1JsA~liief-H(x HiiiLJHJ.?1 M.oja -··; :-~• 

O• C~Ml:lCH~a Ha 1r-pso~J~ p .. r"y11Sf;ll'{.a Xp,~'l"CHl:I •=Jot-till t-1., T8'1JottOpHj'4 ,.,.. ·:: .. _ 
nrdJHtH.a C~ngl'\$ iJ.i:i•J~ou f!J1•A• P1n~$AHKI Ci,,ncl.4.a Kp.;jMMI J• 0111au,-r$Ht ,:·:---
.a• S•o ada1J1or11 g 0r.o.Qal'i•M1 , [ · ·.-'. ~~. · 

1, C1ej1r eQ~dJ&AMOC1H, ~ANCcHc ~e3~H• ~ntH~~s cy H~H O~HTO 
•• ,.~;HI ~WIQdlM~HHM WiM~?QM ~OJM HM Ja 1nt'M~! ~~~~H~8 1H Panien~~~ 
Xp•~rc~~ ~-~n?HM)tp~o~ BipiOMJOM Hi caMQ Me Tl~HTQ~~JM P1n~~nM~i , 
C~MQ~S ~pojMHe, •• ~~Ha HHT1rp~1•f 0~~ie YHnPo~pP-e ~CJH WTM,a TIJ 
r•pM10pHj y ~HnijA~ 04 !IHCO.HM n~aH~M4 I. . 

2, 8n~A~ 0ti O~JeH~ 3~0HH,a HI "iM~!HH~M Al Je HsJa1a ~QJOM C• 
T~d~H no1n~~-~~ Xpa~TOKa IQjgKI HI nC~ijfH• nono~rja oaonw1aH~ YOMe~ 
H),iM n~TIIM, :,'HJ8QT0 yo15H~cJeMcr AKT8 k6KO J• np•A JIAHl'l"iHC C40MW11ttiG ·· ~.i~t 
M/111 ~•10111~HJa Ci11J11T~ oeidJlilAHOcTH, · .. ·,~ 

T~H" j11 C&1J1t ClwidJ•AHc,cr,,, MQHa:l~Q oe;, HIIMO~ A• to(l:IHH n~•uor ·<i·. 
k~~•~a ,a opy~~Ht Q~~Qea kOjM oa A•wa••J~ HIT&~ TopHJ~ ~~ewe J~rQ~ ,~• 
C Jtll I Hj JII t .• : · ;.:.':\,' 

!. 811.!!,qe CHdTµ41 H TIPAlwl Al' o,~~ill 00/lMK ' j'MO:topeH>~ Pl,M)'Cl/lH~H ' ''.i-.-,i-
Xpa~rcKcJ yn~ae0 npti4cT.a1r.e ncn,4aJ >,a 04MO 1'1n:t~nHu,H Xpa~TQHoj 1e?, . 3i: 
H APYrHM MOTiH~~JonMH~ 1rp900PHM~ Ae Mory P•AHTM WTO MM Je •oh~ M TO ¢.~ 

ijM~HIPl:ii!HOt I .·.:-:t. 
4. Bii11Aa ou.Ja>-:,.Jtt M:&jtiay rocr'IQ,'l.r!M.1 X~Ti!H.!I CnMO K~o yno~ops"" fl•· ·- :·. · 

n:,dl\H~"· X.:,01TcKcJ, eruii de.a WH.~H.a~x np.!111--n-tx ncicr.t~1-1u,.s, "l~M• J• C11J•r ~.i : 
6~~~JeAH00TH noK~~oo 010Jy np~cTp4HOOT, HaHMa, ~~H et JGA3~ Hp~w ~a- -~· 
lft1-t11e~ 6ol"!d.il~A □ 1111r:rn1~M IC: l'l~Jr,,~1-1.n HOnowTHl!le~e dH/10 kOJ8 flsaJ011y~1o1Ja C.!!11J1fd ... 
OalOjeAHOCTH Pin~~n~~~ Xpi~T~~d OA HeAd J• MQ~Ta~~ ~~SH~~d YJa~~~!H~~ 
Ho4H I Js Mp~Hpw~n~ o~~Aeho pi3ony~Mjt C••J•1~ 0~3dJGAMOoTH1 

- PQJ0/IJ"~MJ:; 782, . 
- P13C~YUM)y O aaap,HM ~o Old M3H~A TepHTOp~J• dMI~• 60CH~ H 

XQp~irOi~Hi" fepHTOp~jn P•~~enHKQ CpncHm Rp~J~Ha, 
~ ~a~c~y~~Jt o IMdapr~ Ma ~,c~ op,*Jo 

fa ~~T~; ~~3 ~PV~Mx AOHYM•H•T~ C11J•T~ deadJ~AH6011r1, 
~. ~~ C8~ oe• MOlp~AQ ~an1e~H~~ Xpaa1~M~ ~H !Aa HkJi ~~n~ MoJaa~ 

~il M'3 OAr~IIQpHO~T, MHTH gy npoMa i.oJ tiO,n)',vTa 6H1/1Q K~l-1111'1 Mjap~. 
c. HdJOMJl~HHJD Y H3J~•H rucnOAHHa Xi1T•Ma J~ MOHOfaT~4Hje Hojo~ 

Cl ~lp•~!ie Me~a~e w~c at• ~TP~HG y cy~odMN! ~aD-OAH~ Hpw; ~no~aJt~S 
Qtt0 HinpHJ~11,\~T'11'3, na l-1M Qi ~njlf"iyj, •MO/I A• cy'~a~;;Jv ~a M.OOn~",ACj ■• 
AHHU.~Ma ~eHOl¢~o MoHtQp~H4HJ•, 1• Ae ot "PMA~~~s

1
aJ~ c•M~ pan;aGHT~MX 

pa~ony~Hja Cal~QTI ~o~dJ•AMOQTH, no ~MW~a~~ ena~g 010 J• My~o ~P~Ja 
o .. , 1r11-\l31"i01H,; n~i'III-OOi:. ~l\0,0,(Qt,;a 1 , · : · .· :~· 

1. !~QAa ~•n~enH~e Cpn~Ha H~•J~~; Bao ~~••J•~~.,~ A~ w,~, AOJ ■ o~ .· . 
nHT~ A•;• JOrCA~ HOIH ·M~~esAYKH n~~ro~ J•p y ~~y~aJy A! a• per~~·~~· .;i 
JaAMM~ij~ Xps~TcHI •=JcKe ~• no,~~~ perHc~a~He M~nH~"J1 ,,nydn~Hi CpncK ■ _ (: 
RpijHH' HQ~jnt nc~~3iTH HJeps AA ~cnQ~TIIH paH~J• aT ■ ~e. · 

I 
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TO: 

C....-z.N-1¢1 
C z_~ - ~!/6 

OUTOOiNci CODI CABLE 

MOS'T l~/1~/:f::.DIATE 
CODE R:::-~-,--R 1CTED \ ., •..• t.._., ... I -"' . 

GOULDING, UNATIONS, NEW YORR 

INFO: VANCE, ICFY, GENEVA 

F~OM: 

DATE: 

NUMBERI 

NAMBIAR, UNPROFOR, ZAGREB 

2J JANUARY 1993 

UlifROFOR Z• (} 1-£1 

SUBJECT1 PRQ'I'IST LETTER, 'l.'Q GltfRRA,L BOBBTKO 

iJ25 

u_,,Jf. f- &;?1 
'):, 9 2;, --

IIQS'LINMEDIME 

Copy of ~Y second protest l etter of today'e dat to General Bobetko 

i s faxed herewith .tor your intormation. The contents are self 
explanatory. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
i// 0 
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I 
I J./4 -

Z- rtp:(..' 
UNITED AT IONS NAT t ON UN IES 

I 

J l 
UNPROPOR 

23 January 1993 

l, Further to the letter I address•d to yo~ \ earlier today, 
I 

2. I have just been 1ntormed by sector south1 th~t the oom~any of 
th8 Kenyan battalion locat&d at Biljane is undf' r heavy shelling by 
your torcee;. Thirteen boftlbs/shells have fa leli on the company 
Headq~~rters location 6ince lJOO hours today, 

1 

J. You nra requested to h~ve these actions shopped without delay 
as they are endangering the livos ot UN peraonrel. I am informing 
the Secretary ~eneral and Secretary Vance of itheae develo~ments. 
Any casual ties that are caused to UN per, onnel will be the 
reeponsibility of the croetian authoritiee. 

l~ w~ d~,,, 

GGneral Janko Bobetko 
Chief or Stat!' 
c.o.atian Army 
Cromtian Army Hasdquartars 
Zagreb 

d-~4, 
ilOJJ;!_ . 

~t G~nf~ Nambiar 
Fo• Co1DJDander 

UNPROFOR 

PO 

... 
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~ lz o 'I l r ,ts. 
(' 

TO: GOULDING, UNATIONS, NEW YORK lMJgDIATE 

INF01 

FROM: ZAGREB 

DATE: 

NUMBER: z- ri 
SUBJ?:CT; QF DEFQCB 

Att4ched, please f nd the abova subject letter !or your 

inlorll\atjlon. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

✓ -✓·· · ·· ······ ···············-·-0 .. . 
_/fO ........................... fl+ .. . 
If ................................. .1:, L .. 

. m.lJ. ..... _ .............. ~-o/~;j-· / 

. ···-·-···············-··-·· .. . /11 -v\) . 

r::-L 

St9S LO : t t Cc'. - t0 -£66 
.17 1:.l .... 
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T1·u:-.~1 .. tod li-gm s·•ib"t'.tan '-;, 

:.::··· -:·'··. .. . 
~~'-~ .n:,.-.it-~,. ... .. •,' 

-. ~,;.. , .. . . . 
·. ~:·,~-;-: ,-:• ~~: ... .'r°;~:~attf't:'k l1Jains"t ·ui ro'ro.a's cn°~titt"'HePS ·rw·l"uca~h 

; .th I• ··a ,,,.. .·. - ·• .. . I • • • • • .~ - - ~ · - ' , ... - .• ~ · • • 8 ■, Jn.,. I . ,:,_ • • •,, ., . , ', ' ", • ·• -... ,. · • · - · ·• · · r- :-:,, 
• ,· ·:_· ··> ·- ~-:~ . .--~.-- · .. : . •· . .'· _. :· ,:~· -. : · .. -.. .. ~·: ..... ,';. ,_ 

For t.'h e z; e 1 n t. • l"I • .i on~ l 't. h ~ ~ i:i l t'l ""I r1 t)d :, n, 1 • ".,. ..... .. 
Ln• ,a~ 1 • .,.•J.yt1i::u1 r.l'.J ~[lt! Ci~l si ,=\ l •ot~--~ ,· un i t::. f'ton 
tirn• Croatia. !4 -planning to l:J.Low the da.':l. up bee · 
alr11al.1:,, 1vecuatfhl g the population fr¢m Tx·ilj9 

. : .. · . . •: '. ~ct they wish __ to put .~h• ... ~lctrn · · 
- ~~~~•~t.~~~~£4.~~~-~ . -~~~~::: .... ~=2P='·p,t;.~~-~i· ~,!!~"·~!!4!1!~~m~ill!l'J!miiii!iiiiii 

·:,··Plflase inform t ur-; ·S<i<:IJ-C'i .... 
please und~~ttt U~GENT HtA$UAE8 2~ O~OER TOP 
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TO; GOtJLDIN I TJNATIONS, NEW YORl{ "rr- tz~ .. ,r/4 IJQST IMQDIATE 

INFO: 

FROM: 

O.\TE: 

NUMBER: 

SUBJECTS CRQNtIM OI'FENSIYI 

/ 
Reterence your MIS -116 of 22 January 1993. 

I 

We would like to out that operations by the Croatian Army 
units Gre not ricte~ to the pink zones but aleo within the 

UNPAs, in the -~- of Gracac, Obrovac and posaibly 8enkovac. 

I 
DISJ RIBUTION: 

,,, , .. V 1·········-······-·········· C?. .. 
. l±.0 ........................... f:f'. ... . 

/ -I) L.. 
....... --------- ----------··············---- .... 

... ma····-············ :Pl&} J3. ~ 
·· ··································.;JN··· / 

·· ······························ ···t'J:~ . 
Ff. 

St9S 90:tt 8·2: - 10-866 
... J. .1.~ ... 



C ZN -0'1. g, 
c~~f/%r-2?h 

/. 3 

;).. ~-- 9-:> 
OUTGOING CODE CABLE ·---

MO~J IMMBPIA'l'.E 
Psge 1 of 4, 

TOr GOULDING, UNATIONS, NEW ~ORK .,.Ot", 

IN:tOr 

FROM: 

VANCE, re Y, GENEVA 

NAMBIAR, ~NPROFOR, ZAGREB 

23 JANUAR~ 1993 

DISTRIBUTION: 

J ✓, ··················-- 0 . 
-J... PH 

. ].~ ............................... ----· .. . 

DATE: 

NUMBER: 

SUBJECT: 

1. At 1830 hrs ye terday evening, a£ter I had sent the attached 
letter to Pre$idenr TUdjman, I received a aall from Oefence 
Minister Susak to i form me that instructions had been issued to 
Croatian Ar~y units to cvase operations. 

2. There was a lu l d~ring the night, but as at 0800 hours this 
morning, croatian A my units have resumed operations in ere~ ~ast 

and North E~st of Za ar, I have written to General Sobet~o (in the 
absence ot Presiden TUdjman and Defence Minister Susak at Geneva) 
to ask hi• units to ease operations (copy of the letter attached). 

In the meanwh the Serbs in the UNPAs have e1pparently 

declared a ''state o war", hav~ ordered general mobilisation, and 
in many caS~$, brok n into storage areas ~nd ~aken out soroe heavy 
weaponry. We are dfing what we can to limit the scope of these 
activities and reeti re stability. A copy of a cable I received 
from sector South on a meeting held at Knin is attaohed. My Deputy 
torce Commander is ft Knin and meeting the authoritiGs there at 

1000 houra. 



F' . 1 

C- '2f'i ...-o '} t C.2.~-07'3 , 

UNITED NATIONS - NATIONS UNIES 

22 January 1993 

••• • • ,. ___ _ , . .. ,1 ... . . 

Secretary V&n e informs me you h~ve given hi~ an aS$urance 
tnat you would i su~ orders to the Croatian Army to cease 
hostilities with i ediate effect. However, the report~ I have 
reo•iv•d !rom S•c. or south indicate that thQ Croatian Any 
continues with its I perations. 

May I request you to please iss~e appropriate instructions 
immediately to enable us to stabilise the situation. 

His Excellency 
President Franjo Tu jman 
Republic ol Croatia 
Zagreb 

sh Nambiar 
rce Commandsr 

U'NPROP'OR 

- .. .. 
~ •,'I • 

·.: ,. 
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P . 2 

Cz~ -073 

UNITED NATIONS - NATIONS VN!BS 
I• ,,, 

UNPR 'OFOR 

23 January 1993 

H ~ "~ ~-t,vw..1) 
In response t{ the l~ttor I had addraased to President Tudjman 

yesterday evening t Dc;f ence Minis~sr Susax. had conv•yed to me a1: 
a~Qut 1830 hours tat instructions n.ad been issued to the Croatian 
Army units to ceas operations, 

Reqrettably, hereas ther9 appe~rs to hav~ been a lull during 
the ni9pt, I have 'ust b•Gn informfd that thQ Croatian Army units 
have reeumed otfen iva oper12tions .1.n the area this morning. I ask 
you to plei\ete t.ak immediatQ action to 0E!11se all opsra tions to 
ena~le us to preve t the spread at the contlict. 

I h~ve inform d Seor~tary Vance in Geneva ~nd am new !ntorming 
the Secretary Gene al in New York of these latsst developments. 

General Janko Bobltko 
Chiet o;f Staff 
CrQatian Army 
Croatian Army Hea quarters 
Zagreb · 

(j.J ~ w ~ d ~,, I 

d ~ , $-4M ~ I 

Lt G ar 
F er 

P'OR 



,/ 

, 

f~ 

f r;r. OOmcen 
use only 

COM(;tN 10 

__ , ___ - . 

NOU1'INE/1:JRI0 !T't/ IMMEO!ATE/t:m.S.'LlfiliJ::O_jKC,E . 
r~..S.S.lilE.Q{RESTR I C11"E)D /C or-tr· I DENT I i\L/CA "P'!O /ON LY 

__ O_U_T~OING FAX N~r •-=--=---- ':. ' o~·r£/.T!;~E·:=:>-";~~~-JA;;= ~-; 
-- ____ ,_, ...... , .. ._ .... ____ _ _____ ..... ---11 

TO; HQ UNPROfOR FROM: HQ SEC1~R SOUTH 

F>iX NO,: 
·---·-· ... , •#I-••··-

ATTN: FC FILI:: REF, NO. : 
DRAf'Tk;~ 
'r I 'l''L 8 
RELF-;J',,S r f-lrJ ()ff.: 
SIGl'iATr;R.;; 

... ... .... --• • • •-·• - ... ... . .. . . . ,~.-- I • 1 ·-- ,,._ • .. ... , t■ 11 1 1a1•• • •• • -• • - •--

XN~'O 
FAX no.: 
-------~•-■--•••- u •• •• ••- •,""'• • • • • '---••••-• .,,_ ,_ •• • • •• •••- •• • 4 

CAPT GAROC.1 
DC 2 

' ~~ .. ,~ 

~UBJ'EC1': :Rt."SUt/r r.lF 'r.HB ME.E:T!HC WITH 'H~~' AU'fHORITIE'.S -- _ ... ______ .... --J' 
M.8S!:'.A<..; E 

l, PRESENT IN 't'l-!£ M?!:['t'J. NG WERf; StC'l\)R COMD, <:Ji.C , Mn. BOH:tS 
M~R'rINOVIC ( CE( .A.S Al)VI !,OR Of 'F<S"<') )\N;J 1-rn SP~Nt:1V1<-:. 

2. IN THE MEi-!TlNG ~1HE 'RSK' ,\U 'I'HOtU.TIE~, J.HOXCATfD THA'I' Tl-iEV H1'VE 
DF,C:Ll<R ED 'A STA'1i'f;E OP' WA~ DUE TO THE.: FOLLOWJN<J RE/\SONS: · 

,-. • HOVEr-n:wr o • ·t'11voP~ lN .!;:V}{Or-11:: wH1c1-1 'r~sK' CLAIM£t.' THC:Y Hi-.D 
~Lr~E>.DY XHOWf r.'CNCEN'TR~Tl:H; lN ARi-.:,"-iS (I~ lTM .. Y, OREF,CE, 
Ht!t-lGAF<~ AND · w;·rr~ t A. 

DC/A 
DPC 
co5 
coo 

B' THE EA~LY Hf,'.r<r◄ Hl(; A'l"!'Ar.:1<" b :! C'R(: ,ll'r j 1\/-l ARMY IN ARE/18 OF' 
:C~LAM r.,vrrw.; 1 ( 'H19·,~1, ~t;Hu,·A~,F { n.r~~,, tSLAM GRCK! (3790), 
POOGf<I-.DnlA ( . /:l 4 ',~) 1 ,K.>,.SIC r. JS~a ) ,\ND Ml l\.MP.>t.lSH AND :SHELLINC 
AT Ml\LI ,\LAN ( ~~00:1), ROVAN,T~.:f< .. 1. ( .\ 401) AN(1 'ZEML:N1K AIRPORT 

(22191), 

C. ~C1::r.1kfi'.UI<., TO M.f<. 'KARA:)'?, IC ~14(1 CiAl.'F.: SOME !Nf0Rl1ATION 
T'tiRO\.i C'iH Tl-lS N!.'I(JH11,L RAL1JI'> THAT ,JHi\ (X1JG0SLA\'IAN NATION,l,.l 
ARM'i') 1'1IL!, A- S1S't' 'I'H!:: ST::F,;i-:::3 C"JP ~~.- P.~·.JMI KR.,.\.J'IN .t, IN THIS 
IS,CJfJE. 'i'.'ii}:',' REQl.;f:~iT80 'l'HE SBC:UR.f.'f',{ r~(i\il(<,'U .. TO HAV.1::: 1-1££'!'.tNC 
IF n1p; WORLDr1r~~ NOT Sr;F~rl{C 'fHEiF-! Pfi-(l8l.iM,.I'r ~HOl1I.D BE KNOWN 

cf3Hof.g 
Q }ff) 

L,Jlf"O 
THAT Cf.NF.RA t, MC'ltH LI ZATION I 5 E,f UH; t~\JN['IJC'!' f.□ AND ALL 'R~K 1 

A!W ALL OTH2 GOVf:RNMEiN'T!'~ >.Ft:: OoLl:GEO '!'0 THIS OROf.:~, NOTE: 
THA'r TH 1- ;·{ .ST,1 n-;o 1'HA1' THIS H.li..S MO'l'H l:N(; TO Dt) WJ. 'J'!{ VNPROFOR: 
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UPDATE ON CROATIAN MILtTARY ADVANCE I,NTO PINK ZONES 

MY UNPROF R•Z•069 OF TODAY 

we h~ve been~ nitoring Croatian radio and TV and by noon our 
time the attache<.1 h d been the only infarmetion releaaed locally .. 
The Serb• in Knin h ve call~d in our peoplt and told the~ th~t if 
there ls no ceaseti ,e and withdrawal by lJOO houre they will begin 

I 

shelling Z8dar an~ Z~gr«b. Tudj~~n has ind1cat•d he will s&m ua at 
lJJO hour■ and I !hall report ther~atter. UNMOs have told us that 
RsK rorces have beQun withdrawing their weaponry from storage. 

I 
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Croatian "!!V News Progra.a at Noon 12:00, Friday, 22 Jl!U'luary 199~ 
=~===~=--•~=~-~~~=~-~~~-•a••••*•~~-...~-~~~~~~a~•~~~-~d~=~-~ ~-~~c 

'. Item ~ 

·_;. Tr1e newis at'l.Ohor11:1an stressed that the i tern had bJen a repeat of. ai 

l .111orn i ng -1,rinow,oomen tr 
~- 11 Tliis 11\'0rning the croat!E1n police ha~ sta1:1ted i11pl$m.enting 
~secur i ty me4~uree in the a~~a or Maalenicko Zctrilo, in order to 
., · protect the construction workers and eg\lipment a t t h e iii tfiil or the 
) t'UtUre pontoon bridge t'rom possible Chctnik prov j cation." 

I 

I 
I 

Note : The above news 1 tell.a have. bii!,en interpr•tiEid to the be~t of 
. this &n,?-1y.at 1 11 · • . .bility. . The aot:,µal t~xt uy ha..,,e Cli.t:t~red to a­

ism.61,1 ~7: ·am. •iJkiji·t c~ti~t~ry uri'll~~nt ..: ... · Q'xt•nt · .f·~ ·the above. 
· interpret·a-t;i.Q.n, ~s ;ne news pr09r·aac w4ci ho~· 1•~-eot-t,~d ,: b,y.t; noit.ed •nd. 
-intarpreted liyt'. ott th•· air. (Bruno ogorelec) 
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TOs NAMBIA.R, UNPROFOR, ZAGREB 

INFO, 

FROM: 

VMCE, ICF~, GENEVA 

ft-GOULDING, UNATlONS, N!W YORJ< 

22 JANUMY 1993 

MlSC- 116 

Pl / 4 

DATE; 

NUMBER; 
... __Et:_.; .. : .... .:. ...... .. , 

+:' • • .) 

SUBJECT: croatian ott1n•iv, 

1. At intormal consultations of Seoco today, secGen 1pok• 
along lines of attached statement. Rapresantativaa of Franoe, 
th~ RU!S1an federation and the United Kingdom urged that a 
statement be is1ued dQploring thi• offensive, While the 
Amb~ssador of Venezuela arguad that it would bQ unfair to 
condemn this viola~1on when the serb1 wera guilty of far worse 
in the region. The us agreed with both view■ and expraaaed 
support for a gAnAral statement to the pr1A& by the Preaid•nt. 

2, In consultation with tha secretariat, the President made 
the tollowing informol remarks to the assambled media at tha 
end of the meeting: "The membe~s ot the Sacurity couneil 
deplore the Croatian Army oftensive that too~ place today in 
the Pink Zones. They urg0 the Croatian authoritias to withdraw 
their torces to positions occupiRd before thia ot!ensive, and 
etrongly support the errortR of the Force Commander of UNPROFOR 
to detuee the situation. They equally deplore violations by 
all sides ot the United Nations peace-keeping Plan, and appea l 
to all parties to cooperate tully with the peace proaaas in the 
region led PY the Co-Chairmen of the Internationa l conference 
on the Former Yugoslavi~ . They dAmand that all part i ea adhere 
faithfully to all relevant Security council raaolutions. The 
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members of the Council call on all parti•• to undertake no 
action that could jeopardiza th• peace procest, and to 
cocpgrata rully with the Co-Chairmen in their current etrorta. 11 

3. Please let u• have copie• of any pre•• atatement• issued 
at your end (Z~greb and Geneva). 
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stat•a•nt by th• Seoretary-oeneral to informal 
QO~ault•tion• of the seourity council on the •vent■ in CrQatia ot 

.tt~ 3anuary 1.tt:, 

since early this morning UNPROFOR ~~s been receiving reports 

of Croatian Army attacks in the ttpink zona", in the araa Of 

Maalenica ~rid;e, north-~ast ot Zadar and in the ornis area. 

ThaRe reports hav• been confirmed by UNPROFOR'a troops on the 

ground and by UN military obaervere. One UNPROFOR checkpoint is 

in an a~ea overrun by Croatian Army forces, thouqh there are no 

report■ ot any UNPROFOR casualties. In reaction, the local Serb 

forcas have beert reinforcing their positions and appear to have 

broken into s~veral ato~&ge depots which had ~eld heavy weaponry 
.-~ 

undar joint UNPROFOR-Serb control, 

The Force Commander of VNPROFOR, Lt.-Gen. satiah Nambiar , 

sought an urgent meeting with the President ot Croatia, Mr Franjo 

Tudjman. The meetinq took place at 1330 hours (local time). Gen 

Nambiar conveyad my concern at theeo developments and called on 

the Preaident to atop the Croatian military oftensive and to 

withdraw h i s torces . President Tudjman responded that the 

mi l ltary action had been undertaken tor the limited purpose of 

providing s•curity tor the oonatruotion or a bridge at Maslanica, 

His forcea would not withdraw from the Masl•nlca bridge area but 

hnd no intention of •~tending operations to other areas . 

. 
'l'h• co-Chairmen or the International conference on the 

torm~r Yugoslavia (ICFV) , Mr Cyrus Vance and Lor~ owen, have a l so 

l 

022 F't 



. - IJ l - - C: c; I .J • .i I 
; 

UI I l t.U NPi l l UN~ h U.:, Nt:..W iUkK O 19 P04 - - - ~ 
CNZ-051 1"4 /4 

appealed to President Tudjman to withdraw his !orces. CYZ- 037 

I d9plore this unilateral military aotion by the C~o~tian 

authoritie& 1 which is a setback to the efforts being undertaken 

by UNPROFOR under the tarma of Security Council re&olution 762 to 

achieve~ peaceful transfer ot control in the "pink zone~". 

VNPROFOR is takinq all steps in its power to provent th• 

situation from eacalating. In addition to reit$~ating his demand 

that the croat!an Army withdr4w to positions held be!ore the 

racent offensive, the Force Commander ha~ called upon the local 

s;rb authoriti@9 to e~ercise restraint and not to embark upon a 

~ycla ot action and retaliation which could have calamitous 

consequenc~s. He has sent the Deputy Force commander of. UNPROFOR, 

Major-C9neral Gaudreau, to the area to review the situation and 

iaaue thG necessary directives to UNPROFOR personnel there. 

ST/et 22,1,93 

2 
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HEEfl.tf~ WITH .RS.,lPENT ~IJDJMAH 

MY UNPROFOR-Z-69 AND 71 CF TODA.Y 
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t. I met with Tudjman for 20 ~inutes to ~1souas the morning's 
events and their possible implications. I ha~ Thornberry, Gaudreau 
and ca~po~e; ne, Radie, sus~k, ~~d two eenil r milit&ry personnel. 

2. I Qsked that th~ir military action be lhalted and that they 
w~ tharaw t:o the it.• previous posi ti.on&, UN[ R010R would h~ve to 
stabilise the situatiOh as best it could. 

3. Tudjman said that ne had personally auth,I rised e.ction by their 
military and police pereonnel to provlc;te ttedessary protection for 
the rscofistruction of Maslenic~ bridg~. Th~s was the sole object 
or th• oparation which of ocu~$e included ~•curing the adjacent 
ill:' Qa a r Ol,lnd Zem\lli i k , once col'l\pl e'C.ed, ttio i r- {ore es would remain ln 
this arieia. .Any wi thdraweil was 01.Jt of the q eetion. H@ eaid that 
he had amphasisea the croftti~n need for tho ridg~ to be available 
in a letter to the secretary-General o( 9 D~;.ambor and that he had 

~:I~~n1~~lc:t:Ju~~:~ !;~;1;';.~q~~~ts:~~e~~~1;0 ';:~~\\1~~~ h~~•~Z~ 
a].i;o di~cu~Eutd it w.i.th co-ctiairnu;,n Vance land O\rlel"I on 2 and 4 
J~nuary, an~ with them ~g~in on 12 January. ~hay had told hi~ thGy 
had d1mcussed it in Belgrade and that CoGia rnd Milosovic had al s c 
agreed wl~h their objec~ive. He stated that on 20 Janu~ry, ha hAd 
di$cusi;act it once ag~in wi.th Mr. Vance an~ Lord Owen. He had 
informed them ~bout the <101~y5r, in thl! t~lk19 wh.ioh Milas and 
Tht;,t"nberry were trying to hold \It~ t.h ths serbs, e.nd that theae 
delays could l'\o long•t: be tolerated. He ~tated: - 11They said we 
ehouJ~ not tole~ote thoga d~laye any longA~ • 

I 
I 

i 
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9, /\fter the rneet'ng, r sent ore Gaudreau to Knin to overeae tne 
situation on my P~h lf. One matter of concern is that some of the 
Knin authorities hate been t~yin~ to say that we wer8 party to this 
YnilaterQl action, and there ~ra reports ot angry crowds outaidQ 
UNPROFOR locations. Wa ar~ looking into these. Meanwnile, I am 
drawin~ attention t my letter to Bobetko of lU January (attached), 
which Thornberry also brought to M1laa' ~ttention on 19 January~ 
W$ are dealing wit* these ~!legation•, which are troublesome for 
the £uture of UNFRO~OR anct, in~egd, etability in the region, and I 
ehall emphasise th/is in my · r11sp0nst1s to the press . I am also 
attaching copy of mY lett~r eent to Spanovic and Martic yesterday, 

10. I att~ch copy /of protest ju&t received trom RS~-

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

i 
I 

Endall 
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J, I said we f~lly understand their frustration. But it was my 
view thnt unilateral aotion wo~ld be totally ~ounterproductive. I 
said we must do all we could, ~ow, to 1imit1 the damage that was 
being done, and that I would inform the seo~etary-Gener~l of his 
position. I 

I 
4. Tudjm~n said that he appreciated UNPROFO~'s poaition on tnis. 
ttis •ctione, he a~id, were aleo aim~d at ~howlng tha Krajina Serbs 
that agx-eoJOente ,nust b• :made. Thay wer11'1 parallel to what was 
occ~rr.1ng in 5tt, ~nd would help to show the iserb ~xtr$mists thnt 
their occupation o! cro~tia could not pe ~l ~owed to continue any 
longer. He llad (ltreoted th•t the pe~oe-ke•~ing opel'atic:m in the 
~rea should be tully satequ~rdcd, ana that l ofal agreement~ aho~ld 
be ~ade ~1th UNPROFOR to avoid casualties. 

5, I empha~ised that this action oou~d hav~ widespread 
repercus~ions. Heavy we~pons were already being moved out by the 
serhs. Tudj~sn said that we muat wa~n thQm1 not to do that. If 
they reacted, Croatia ~ould eMpand their aotions. They had no 
present intention of rnoving in ~ha Drnis a~~ Lika areas. Thei~ 
movement~ there were precautionary only. He lwan~ed to reiterate, 
that. Mr. vance and Lord ow~n ha~ tcld him th,t thare had no~ b~en 
eno~9h delays- j 

PO 

6. We pointed out that we had been working extr~me,~l bard to 1:-k. 
bring botn Bide~ to the tahlo. Fin&lly, thare had boQn a~teement L,e ~ 
only ori tho da.tfil, Croatia had demlill"ldod 21 J~nuai-y, th erbs had ...... o,: 
said 22; lmSt night Milas had said 23 Januar~. We fo~red the far- 2 - ~ 

r~aching ifflpl!catlons ot t~is action in ~eg4~d to the many other 
are~a where coope~ation would b~ ~aqulred. wnat would th8 dhanoe 
now b$ or any such coope~at1on in the near tµture? W• eharQd the 
exasperation with the Serb delay o~ Wednaedaf' night (which we had 
communic~ted t:Q Mil~s c.,u,:-ing the Tutljtc\an/Co-c airm•n meeting). Sut 
it haa been a question Qt a day. 

7. Tudjman said they had been patient lon4 enough, in BH, with 
the ser.ns in the Krajina, in c.oatian-serbi~f,ralations. Th• time 
had cc;,me. now that variOU:!& 1e~c1ers h!!ld aq 11u~d. on tne net.id tor 
normalisation and to move forward, to m~~e t e Sarb oxtr~miets in 
the Krajina fully ~ware of ·t.h.e realities, In this, he $li'.'.pected 
UNPROFOR to pertorru its t~Aka. otherwl~6, C~oA~ia would implernQnt 
unllater~lly, os with Maalenioe.. Mw&nwhile, it ~emained fully 
avai18bla to diecuos ell o~her ma~ter~. I 
a. SU88K said this was a matter of principl~ tor them. Maslenica 
wag too tmportRn~ to diso~ee along wit~ the other matter~ which 
were on thQ serb~croat agenda. (On departure, h• told Thornberry 
that they were fl)lly willing to 111.e~t in ~ae1enica. tomorrow to 
disou~& the remainder ot th• ~gend~ ..• ) I 
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l. I am writing this l•ttar to seek your intervention with 
re9ard to oertain r•por~• I am r•eeiving trom o~r ••ctor• which 

~~~~.;~:_,_; _:~;;;~~-~~~~r~{.:~t~~;;; !!~;;~s ~:~c::.~;o:~a~~~ 
(a) Incraa•ad·patrolling and c•a•e-ti~• ~iolations by 
croetian fore•• in th• 9•n•ral area~ ot 2adar, 
Stbenik, T:lnj, .Skradin, i••unik, Drnie l a.nd Oo•.,io. 
Kain~orQamen~ ot your tore•• in the~e a.rem• and 
preparation of colt.bat position• alonq the caaaa-tira 
lin• ar• •l•a b•iflg r~pc~t•~ - ~h•~• er• al•o reports 
ol! con•tru.c::tion ot an airetrip at. Lucici'. 

(b) An attempt by aix trucks ot the Joatian Army, 
loaded wieh a:rm9, ~u"ition and at.her werlike 
••t•ri~l•, t0 ant■r Sector W•9t through our oh•ckFoint 
at Sovarnic~ a~ook on 10 January 1993. Two ot the■e 
tl;1.l~~• were atopp~d by cu~ parao~n•~ while the 
remaininq rour drova avay , one ot j the drivers 
mentioned that the arma and ammunition ware bain9 
~-~~i•d to PaJo:~o. tha~a Ara 5lso r•port• ot build-up 
ot your tore•• in th• Kutina area, Weet of cha ■•0~0~ 
boundaey. I 
(c) A number ot tank■ and oth•r h-avy we~pona 
oh•ax-vad in area■ bordaring Sector Jaat, at Krndija, 
OQrjani and Dakovo, in contravention ot t [ e withdrawal 
aqr••m•nt■. 

2. Y0u would appreciat~ that auch activities have resulted in 
Ln~•••••~ ~-~•ton in th• area. I 

l, MAY I ■eek your cooperation in ■nsurinj that your !Q~c~• 
res~ect the c■a••-ti~e and withdrawal agre•m1nts an~ that they 
do not ~n~ertaka any Actions which oo~ld h•tghten tension and 
leaq to turth•r deterioration ot the aituation . 

GenQral J~nko Bobetko 
c:hiat ot Statf 
Cro.-tian Army 
Croatian Army Ha~~quar~•~a 
Za.g!r>eb 

Wui; ,...._j Q,,,.;, . , 

~, +~.' 
• al Satiah Nalll.hiar 

ouand•r 

lJ l ·:i 
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H 71 ho;,, Ck...d $,f,-.AA,,, I 
Recent dev•lopments in the Sectors and lstat&ments made by 

some of your colle.aqu•• and Aw:>Ot"dinates, qive uia cause for 
oonO$~n. We h•V• ~•p~a~e~ly lntormed you ~hat allot us are 
!ully ca1D11itted t.o the impl~mentat.io21. or th• tance Pl~n ~.n.d ot:her 
Security Council rasolu~1one pertaining ~o the UNPAs, 

I 
2. iegrattably, W'e have not received the complatii degree of co-
opara1-,1.on requir•d ~o enable ue tQ &xecuta our mis&iQn 
ar.-:rsc:~1v•1:r i ).Ju L. Wt:: "-\,.lu\...!. .. "~ ~"' ~1.-i- 4!Ut:"' »♦4t -! O\,UI U'f\dOl,"'lir't'.:a11dinQ 
ill t.hat you end. yolU" plitople accapt thq need tor- eontiJ"lued 
cleploy.ient of UNPROFOR, ao thet peaca is I maintained, .and a 
poliei~al r9eolution or the probloM teaahed. 1 lt that tM ~0 1 it 
ite eeaantial thait you support ou. aetivitil!!*, and enable ~-• ·· to 
progreas in the 1mplementat1on o: thQ P.lan, •o that our 
cr.adibili ty ie. not at:racted, and the Int•fationa l comniini ty 
~apresented ay the saouriey Council, •ndors•s continuod 
daploymant of UNPROFOR. We ~ust have eoma~hing to ~h~w to your 
p$Ople and others, ~hat our ~epl~yment i~ i~I tact neeeesa~y and 
\,lisalul, It is th@reror& vary much 1.n your i nterests that 'Ill'& move 
torward on th~ issue~ tnat Mr, ~hQrnberry ~as beon discua ■ ing 
~ith you. ~o illustrate ~h~ point I a~ makin~, I ~ust inf~,:ffl you 
tna~ tll~ canc~llatian or today's meeting has severely affectQd 
tJNPROFo~•~ cre~ibility, and has c~u~ad me a~d my coll~agueG to 
dcubc your aeriousn~ss and genuinancs~. I 
3, I am also aware of various moves bein9 initiated in the 
UN PAa on the grounds ~fa developing ~ilit~ry l'thr~at. ~ou , should 
kno~ that we ~re monitoring ~ll such activi*y Oh your s1de, ~~ 
·,.iel ... ae ch@ C~oc1.tian A.nny s1de., in ord•r co ensure that the 
~lt~a~ ion doe ■ not get out of hand. In ~hi r aga~n , ~~ r~quire 
youL full ~o-operat io~. I find i t quit~ unapcQptable ~hat your 
m~iici a nnd others c oncinu~ to impo-• ~es~ri~f ions on o~r tregdo~ 
of mov~man~ 3nd ~ctivity at til'nea, I 

4 . ther~ ~re also appar~ n~~Y various rumours c i rculating , and 
veiled ~h r~u~a b~lng mada, of possibi~ ac~~ons ~gainst UNPROPOR 
pE!!raonne and · ... n1 t:a in :.::: !.i5a ,, N'c-Fl '/ 3one t:tnt'. rcem~l"lt resolution 
~ s 9ass11t.l by tne s~c•.irity council. ·,ou ar,d your pRopta must 
undlirst.and -::hai::. tJNPROfOR ~:s. not as!'.:oi.:: :i, a.eQd •,1i th an y !J 'l..\ r. h rncves, 
Wa will CQnt~nue tofu ~~11 our ~ission , but jthat will v@ry much 
depana on you. !t i s ror yo~ ana you~ oolleaques t~ an$ure that 
none of our uni t..ii or personl"le l I az:111 sub j ec't.ed t.o ,1ny hann. or 
abuse, I ~egre~ to ~tat= th-t ~o~e o! the ob~ervation~ now bQing 
mad~ ~ill only do ~ore damage t~ your c3us0 th~n b~ of any h•lp. 

colon~l Stojan Spanovie 
Kr, i. n 

018 F 
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5. Finally, I wish to once a9ain emphasize t~at my colleagues 
&"d I in UNPROFOR ar~ fully eoamitted to our ask, and will do 
,averything vo ca.n ·1ic> '":-ate the Plan work. ut WB need your 
C<,mpl •ta and ·-·•nulri• "i:ro-!-oper11,tion and ·•l!si ■'t.an] e, which sadly 'W~ 
hl\V• -found· • . . ,,, 'at lac.Jc.ing to da:t • • 

: ' ,1,,~1l,f f · . · · 
I I 1. - ~ oi\ • • ' • 

f5. ! .1QOk .. ~.forward to a more rewarding I and sati stying 
interaQ~ion araitwaen ua . 

. ,,. ,V ,·l , .. . I 
·,i.i , : · Wd. w ~ I 

I 

Lieuta~ant GanaJ al Sati•h 
Fora• o?M'lar,der 

.: ' .-

Nambiar 
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c ·zG 10 ·6:? 
TranaL tQd trom 

I 
Serbian 

UNP~OP'OR HQ 
aen. sati•h N~rntiiar 

. ' ' 

i • ■ : •~., . .. ~~.:•~•l•~i,.' I :,,,,.~ .. •-,.~~~I\ • 
Aggreas ion o~ ~he ~SI<, proteat. - · · • ·' -' · ::.{;~x_~t\ 

'l'hQ cx-oatian armg" foroes l'la~~ ·· ·•tarted -~'.~ 22.b1.~~~~ •t ;·,·;~~:?~;":,f 
with tha suf)port of atrohg artillery tire ahd tank• ein aggt-A&sion • . , 
on the JtSIC in the d1reotions ct stal"'igt:•d - 9brov10 and Z•dfl_~.:-~;/ . 
Df;lnKov-~o. I . . , .. ·: ··-' ~-: ., . .. . . 
Tha Croatian arrnAd forces, attar atronq 11rti llery prep~t'A.tlon, ·1n' '\i~i*f; 
oe,oo h •t~~ted a g~nernl •ttaok 1n tho•e d1reF.~!ona. · 

ln all the towns or south Dnlma~1a a i r atta~k alarms have ~een 
given. In the dir~ctions from eib~nik and splt,t to D.r.ii• and -'1<rdn -:·•':'· 
mobl l izat.ion hea be$n und•r~ake~ And. , gl"ouping 1or the 113, 1-41 and · ·· ,., · 
142 ZNG brigad~s. In the slnJ ~ vr1Uca dit'fu.-,'eion the 126 ZNG -·~~t; ._ 
brigade has been mobllimad, · , 

'. ' . 

Tho Croatian artill&~y has tak•n positions in akuvo S•lo and it in 
full 11l.ert to l°Jf!gt.n tne ahellinq ot Orni• e,nd knln. 

We ~Gffl!nd mea•ures to be u~dertaken tor 
the aqgrosslc" ot the RC on the RSK. 

ting end 00ndamn1n9 ' 

Th• Q•rh nation will be fQro•d, if th~8 ~&agyres ara not 
undQrt&ken, tn axe~ut@ a ~obilliat1on and d~t nd the RSK. 

Mintsttr of oet•nce 
Col, StojBn Sp~novic 

Mi.nist9r ot Internal Affairs 
Mi l an H11rt.io 

22,01.1993~ 

\ 
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TO 
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FROM 
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1 GOULDING, UNAT!ONS, NEW YORK 

VANCE, ICFV, UNOG 

1 MAMIIIAR, ZAGREB ~ ~ a~ 
22 JANOAR't 1993 _,-,,- ...., (J'-

UNPROFOR•Z-- ,, 

Pagel of~ 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON CROATIAN MILITARY APYABQI INTO PINK ZONES 

MY UNPRor R-Z-069 OF TODAY 

We have been m nitoring Croatian radio and TV and by noon our 
time the attached h d been the only inform1ti0n releaaed locally , . 
The Serb• in Knin h ve called in our people and told tham th1t i! 
there is nc ceaeefi e and withdrawal by lJOO hour~ they will begin 
shelling Zadar and Zagr~b . Tudjman ha■ indicated ha will&•• ua at 
ljJ0 hour■ and I Bh4l l report theraaftar. UNMOs have told ua thnt 
RSK rorces h~ve beoun withdrawing their w•apon~y fro~ storage . 

N 
N 

DISTRIBUTION : 
\ / 0 
i f't'f tn vV 

......... ····· -----···--··-···1·········· · 
-- ·········-··········--------·· ... .............. . . 
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Croatian 'J!V Nevs Pr0gl'u at Noon 12:00, ~~idey, 2b January 199~ 
=~==~a=~~-~=~•D-~•w••~~•••••••*•~~----~••c=•d~-~~~••d~~-~~~-c~c 

. , ' I 

'. Item 2 
·,, 

; • I 

. Tl'1EJ newis atlohorta&n $tressed that tne item had b en a rep~at or. ai 

-i~•,lllorninq -lt'lnO\,lflOOment I 
·-~,; "Thia icornirig t.hie Croat1ein police haFt. at.a:r,ted iaplem.enting 
· ;.:se.curi ty 11e41iurae in the axiae or Maslenicko Zctr~lo, in or,,er to 
:;·protect the · con•truct1on workers and equip111ent at the aita or the 
) future pontoon bridge trom possible Cbctnik prov ca~ion." 

. I 
Note: Th• above news iten.s have. been int$rpr•t,.d to the bel!lt of 

. . this •n,1y.at'a apil;t;ty. . 'I'h• aa~ual i~xt -.ay. h'"e .~itf~re~ to a, 
· sm'tt l;l ... -;-: :inc,. •l--t cu,-t·~l~J.:y upU•»;o>!t.ant ..: ... · axt•nt · f 1~ ' ·tn"; abo~•. · · 
· intwrpretat,.iQ.n, ~s i:ne · news progr·ou wA1S ho11,· 1.••-corted.: t>:Y-t-: ho't.ed •n(l 
••interpreted 11w: otf t~~-- air, ( Bruno ogordled) _. . . .. \ f. . ..... .';-' ; 

I , 

I J 

I ,' 

l"I -
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: . 
• • ,1 I 
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r .. 



Coble ,'\ares~ 
FAX N(l: 
TliL o: N11mber: 57/93 

~CJ ';l_ ~a,__,._. 9 ~ 
PtllYlii\HKd CPUCKA KPdJHll&l U 
Tile Rcpulilic: of Serbian 'K.rajin11 
Mlnlstnrstvu in innstrcme 1101-luvr. 
Mil\ll.itl)' l,I' 1:.-.rcip,n Affairs 

'J'c:razi/~ .1/1 
·11000 1.l-BOO lAD 

S.R. YUOOSI.AVIA 
13tiosrad 

1wEHY URGENT 

Mrs •. l'eterson, 

WB WO\l l d appr8c'i.C1t1:< -i. L if you could PAA$ the urgent 

rue.ee.i-tf;e·· to Mr. Bc,utroB Ghali and t;o ti.he Pr1:1AitlEfnt of 

t.hc Dee:1i:.t.'.l. ty Gr.)1.w~ll {i!Jrd. tl•H~ CJ1 rt.11tia:n A 1'111y ~:1ttr.i.olc1:1rl 

Lli~ H 1..?puh r ic:: or f:.,~rhi~:n K:r.r™iiina in the arr:a. c.1 r Ub:r·ovo.c 

and Benkovno. 
IJ.1here wa$ arti llery1 at Lt1"1,;h. l':d; c-J o.m and .q l i=rn in.fan try 
alt t o...o V-.: u.. t, 8 rnn • , 

'l'tle ii(~t1I.,:::; Al"~ wLlll ~~c;ine nn. 

Delgrnd, 22. 01. 1993, 

Aince;r-cly yours, 

f1l.N:.CBTER OF lt'Ul<!GN AFFA.IHD 

OF ']fill. REPUBL.!C' OF SERB-IAN 

KH.&JINA 
SLOBODAN j,AR'c:,E'VIC 

o/~D 

D1$TRJBUTfON: 

l: ···-· S2 
/ . ····························P..nf ~.~ 

M :~::::::~:·······;rw·::::::: 
···························b.&.(.~ .. . 

················~········•· .. .. .... ... .. . 
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PenYfi(\fff)(.\ CPnCKd KPdJHH(\ 
Tlic H.cpublic of Serbian Kr~Jina 
Mlnlllhtr!ih'O 1.a lnustrnne podo o 
Mlt\i~IJ y of f.\,n:i~n Affi1ir:i 

C~blcAdms Terazlle 3/1 
lJOOO 111moftAn 

S.R. YlJGOSL,-WI/\ 
l3cograd 

~~C ~i: N11n1b ~i.·; ,5!>/\J:, 

i 
I 

I 

Mrs. Petorson, 

we wish to lf.!t you know that the Croatian Arniy at t acked 
UNPROFOR in the area., of Maollcni<'!:ki moRt (1 .13 .L·.i.d~e 01" 

f1Q.SJ.r.ni(:A), in t.h Q rli-nootion :b& l1aw-..!o.,',.1,.i.::1h.a, T1n:: ci t, l,1:11.:tt 

wm3 thi:; 1110 .n1i.nc; . 

Please, w:i 11 you be so kind to pass the inf<.>i·m-1t i on 
most ur3ent ~, to the President or Security Councfl, 
to Mir . Boutros Boutros~Gha~i an~ to Mr . Satish NambieJI' . 
Our uni ts w0nt fforwardi. to help ln'J"PR0]10R. 

Belgrad ; 22 . 01. .-, · , ·l,i-1 . 
l ,_ 

~·. " . ; 4 
•· ~ I • I 

". 
JJ,f.1,I • 

··,-.... ~ 

Yours sincorl~,, 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF ~HE RE.PUBLIC OF SERBTAli 

KRAJINA. 
8~OB0DA~~EVIC Pr·~-- ::-z-.,J 

! DlSTRIBUTION: 
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d OZO 

TO 

INFO 

FROM : 

DATE 

SUBJECT: 

l'agE 1 ot 2 

l, Sector south hQ5 been l nform!ng us si nce eat l y this morn i ng o f 
shelling by th$ ~roatiah Army at MttslGnic~ and in th'1 area of 
Z8munlk alrpQrt, to9ether wi th ground advances support~d by 
art1llery. tt alsb appears th~~ preparatione ~re being made in the 
Ornie ~rea anci at : vitlebi t mountain in the Lika aren for further 
military action b~ 'l!!'le Ul"oat~, ACC(Jru111y t.u ti(Jcrnuv lL: 1 !-..U• i...; a1. J. 1:!'l.l 
"0efetl~e Minister•, in Knin, a number of villages have b~en ~akan, 
and at least one UN QhecXpoint overruh, H~ has told us that many 
refug~ee are ftlready in fllght. H4 anticip~t•s possible attacks in 
~nin, includin9 by; air, ~e insisted that his sid• hes not yet used 
t~n~$ or artillery, all of wh i ch are (nominally at least) in UN 
CQntrolled stora9,. Spanovlc has conveye~ to Ys that ~e should 
inform UNPROFOR in the oth6r e•ctcr&, bec~Ut:¥e he may have to 
withdraw un! ts from them to strengthQn their po~ition in Krajina. 
He has afi.ked tha~ the s~curity Council be urgently informed of 
these events. I should add, that the a,1,,d:,hori ti4ils in l<nin have 
requested a m••tl~g with our civil affQirs personnel, and th~t the 
COS Sector South and a civil aftairl!5 officfilr are att..'1mp t ing t .o 
r~ach Zadar to se; the Croatian authorities there. 

2, Meanwhi le, r , have aeked for en .irrunadiate appoir,.tment wi. th 
President Tudjman, and will request the cessation of military 
action on the Cro1tian s i de. 

3. The final tr l ~g~r for thi~ nction will probably be ~tated by 
the Croats to be the fsilure of the SQrb cid~ to agree ~o a ~eeting 
yesterday ~egardi~g Maslenica, In faot, th~ Serbs had agreed ~o 
hold the ~eeting 1oday. TWO cables y@sterday to Goul~ing prov l de 

--
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baokgrourid to the- .nmtter, '.t'he croats hav~ been cxasparated by Serb 
~elays, ~nd hav~ ~~en thra~toning for $ome time to take unilater~l 
action, which wu hBvo b~~n tr.ying to head off by pushing the Serba 
in lUlin to negotiftto. :Cndcad, we had dev•lopod some qualified hopia 
that we were makinq pro~resa. 

4. We have no reportE of casuulties to UNPROFO~ p~rsonnel at thi$ 
time. Should tne Se1.-tn~ eQ~k to remove a.rrno from storage, we shall 
attempt to do ~)Ur duty but, given our limitad ~esourcet, and the 
likely fury of the Gerb~ over what they will probably arQ~~ is a 
treachercue attack, wa do not forc~eQ that w~ shall be universally 
~ucceesful in the matter, 

5. I 6hall keep you fully informed thr~~gh Go~lding's oftic~ in 
respect of this unilater.nl re~ort to force by Croatia. 

Endo.11 
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GOULbING, UNATIOHS, ~BW ¥ORI( 

VANC~ , ICFY, GENEVA 

I 8 93 Jn i7 

1 >< IY"P LT P.~. 
l\ I Z 

A copy or my lette:r; to General Janke, Bobetko of today' e d,ate 

im forwarded for information. 
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UNlTED NATJONS - NATIONS UNIES 

UNPROFOR 

I 
lS January 1993 

Ha ~ .... ,.,, ff-..,.~) 
·.-•:. 1. I am vritinq1thie letter to seek your int•rvention with 
/ regard to 0ert:ain eport•? U1 t"eeaivin9 from our ••c,tcr■ which 

-··· indicate ~n incraa ed level ot aotivity by your forco• along th• 
_:,-, UNPA ~n~ ~-pink zon~•• boundari•e· Some examples of the•e •r•:-

.. \~~ 
j (a) lncr•a~•~ patrolling and oeaao-t'ire vi¢l11tiot1• br 
~ Croatian torf•s in the 9eneral arcae ot zadar, 

Sibenik, Tin~, Skradin, Z•nu.1nik, Dt'nie and Go•pic. 
Rainforcem•nt1 ot your roroea in the•• e.re~• and 
pr•paration of oombat po•itieno Glong the caA■•-tir• 
line are also1being reported. There are also rep~rts 
ot constructi~n of an airstrip at Lucio!. 

I 

(b) An attem~t by aiM ~ru~k• Qf th• ~rQ•tiAn ~Y, 
loaded with arms, ammunition and oth•r warlike 
materials, to enter Sector W••~ thro~9h o"r checkpoint 
at Sovarnioa rock on 10 January 1993. 'NC of thaaQ 
truck■ were ato~p•d by our raraQnn•l while th• 
r•mainin9 tour dr0v• away. One ~f th• 4rivera 
mer'ltioned th1t the arma a.nd cu1ununit.ion wer• bein9 
0erried to Fa r.c. Th•~• are al•o reports of build-up 
or your force in the Kutina area, We■t ot the seQtor 
bounaary. 

(c) A numb•~ of tenka and other h•avy weapon5 
ob■•rved in a eae bordering Sector Ea■t, at Krn~ija, 
Gorjani and D kovo, in contraventian of the withdrawal 
agreem•nt•. I 

2. You would app1•ciate that such aetivitia8 have r•■Ulted in 
inereaeed tension Tn th• area, 

l. May I seek your cooperatiQn in Gnaurin9 tn~t yo~r fq.¢9• 
r~spe¢t the caae•-fire and withd~awal agraement~ 6nd that they 
ao not .undertake ,BY actions whi9h co~ld hpiaht•n ~•n•~n~ ann 
~wdu to tu~~n•r ae1•r1Orat~on ol the e1tuat10n, 

W.i)J; WcM.iw. '1~ 11, 

Qeneral Janko Bob•Jko 
-Chi•t ot Statt 

· Croatian Army 
croutian Army Head~uGrtere 
Za.9rab 

o~~~. 

Li~~t• atieh N~mbi ■r 
ommander 

1/2 


