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Dear Ms. Bekkers and Ms. Meddens, 

16 January 2013 

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, Mr. BAN Ki-moon, 
I would liketo thank the youth at COP18 for their letter dated 7 December 2012. 

The Secretary-General was delighted to learn more about the important 
effmis of youth to tackle climate change. As the world comes together to friid 
better and more sustainable ways of living, the·voices of young people must be 
heard. Your creativity, enthusiasm and vision hold lessons for us all. 

The Secretary-General encourages you to continue your quest for building 
a more just and sustainable future. Each of you has a significant role to play. 

Regarding your request to establish a Youth Sol_utions Network as part 
of the Sustainable Development Solutions NetWork, you may wish to follow-up 
directly with the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (Ms. Lauren Barreda, 
Manager, Lauren.Barredo@unsdsn.org). 

Thank you again for your commitment to building a better future for all. 

Ms. Ralien Bekkers and Ms. Liset Meddens 
on behalf of youth at COP 18 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert Orr 
Assistant Secretary-General 

for Strategic Planning 
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Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-m oon 
Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC, Christiana Fig u eres 
Director of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network, Jeffrey D. Sachs 
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Recalling the Secretary-General's statement last June in Rio: "Young people must be at the centre of 

building a sustainable future. Half of the world's population is under 25. We must tap into that enormous 

source of energy, ideas and potential. After all, ye>ung people are at the forefront of innovation. The key is to 

simply listen. Listen to the voices of young people_ ""' 

At the Rio+20 Summit the Sustainable Develop·rnent Solutions Network was mentioned for the first time 

by Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs. The network was officially launched by the Secretary-General in August. It has 

the potential to offer many new and exciting opp art unities for young people all around the world. 

This year, 80 million young people will enter th� workforce, with very few prospects. Therefore, scaling up 

youth involvement in the green economy is key because of the incredible potential to deliver a 'triple 

bottom line' of job-creating economic growth, environmental sustainability and social inclusion. 

Being the majority of the world's population - particularly in the developing world -we as youth want to 

have a forefront role in addressing the global challenge of tackling climate change, because we are part of 
the solution. At COP18 in Doha, we as youth have shown leadership and started a worldwide online 

movement to connect young people with one another to share our solutions. Because many young people 

are already doing what needs to be done i., their own communities. This online network has been 

developed to inspire, empower, share knowledge, and GET IT DONE. 

Climate change is an intergenerational issue. 1\1 e>t only do we want to connect with each other, but we also 

want to connect with you. Therefore we propose to start - in collaboration with the United Nations - a 
Youth Solutions Network, as part of the UN-SDS N. 

With your recognition, we can scale up our activities and empower youth around the world who are 

working on - or want to work on - sustainab I e solutions in their local communities. We are part of the 

solution. Are you? 

Thank you for your anticipated positive consid �ration, 

Youth representing the youth back home, 
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