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. . 15 November 1961

To: CHef of Cabinet
From: Secretary-Genersl

The Chairman of the Asian-African group (Indenesian Ambassador)
accompanied by the Ambassadors of Libya and Malagasay hepublic,
saw m® today at 1l p.m. and communicated to me the decision of the
group expressing grave concern regarding the fate of 14,000 Algerian
political prisoners held captive in France and many more in Algeria
itself, The islan-African group, through its Chalirman, wanted me

- to make an appropriate demarche to the Govermment of France to put

an immediate end to the most severe restrictions imposed on the
political prisoners resulting in the hunger strike by them since
November 2nd., The delegation also informed me that the asian-
African group proposed to table a draft resolution at the Gemsral
Assembly session this aftemmoon appealing to the Government of

France to redress the legitimate grievances of the algerian prisoners
by recognition of their status as political prisoners.

I assured them that an appropriate demsrche will be mude to the -
Govemment of France in accordance with humanitarian principles and
established international practice to redress the legitimate
grievances of the Algesrian prisoners.

Please put up a sultable draft cable far transmission to
the Govermment of France today.
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Press Release REF/}TE
27 March 1962

HIGH COMMISSIONER TO SERVE ON TRIPARTITE REPATRIATION COMMISSION
FOR._ALGERIAN REFUGEES

(™e following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

The United Naticrns High Commissioner for Refugees, Felix Schnyder (Switzerlend),
announced today at a press conference in Geneva that he has agreed to serve on a
tripartite commission concerned with repatriacion of refugees from Algeria now in
Morcecco and Tunisia.

An agreement signed in Evian by the Government of France and representatives of
the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic (GPRA) provides for the estab-
lishment of a tripartite commission, composed of representatives of the French
Cc ‘ernment, the Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's
Office, to plan and organize repatriation of the refugees.

In accepting the invitation to serve on the commission, Mr. Schnyder stated that
he wished to do all he could, as required by his mandate, to facilitate repatriation
of refugees. He recalled that he had been requested by the resolution of the
General Assembly of 18 December 1961 "to use the means at his disposal to assist with
the orderly return of those refugees to their homes."

During the last six months his Office, together with the League of Red Cross
Socleties and the authorities of Morocco and Tunisia, had collected the necessary
data to prepare plans for an orderly return, Mr. Schnyder said. Until repartiation
can be completely organized, the High Commissioner noted, the relief operation would
have to be maintained at its present level. This is particulerly important now to
keep up the moral and physical health of the refugees, so they will have strength to
undertake the arduous task of rebuilding their existence in their homeland. .

Many refugees would be returning to areas that have been deserted for many years,
Mr. Schnyder pointed out, and most essentials and amenities will be lacking to them.To
avoid undue hardship, particularly to children, the High Commissioner felt that
additional material assistance will have to be glven the refugees at the time of
their return. He would be appealing to the international community to enable him to

meke this effort.

(more)
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. ' Press Release REF/372
g 27 March 1962

*

Mr. Schnyder saw in this repatrlation aseietance a fitting conclusion to the
services his Office, Jointly with the League of Red Cross Societ*es had been able
to render the refugees through the relief operation, which had helped some 250,000
refugees to survive.

The relief action had already received the extensive support of the inter.
national community, in #hicﬁ peoples of 65 codﬁtfiee had participated, through
governmental contributions or donations, through national Red Croes, Red Crescent,
Red Lion &nd Sun Soeictice, thirough the 2etion of voluntary agencies operating in
Morocco and Tunisia, and througlh contributions from voluntary agencies and private

donors.
Mr. bchnvder paid tribute to the VEery effective work carried out in the field

by the Lesgue of Red Cross Societies, anc expressed his gratitude for their readiness

to maintain their contribution during this final phase. .
He said that the relief operaticn, which had been costing the international
community some $7 to $8 million a year and which had succeeded 1n maintainlng the
refugees in good health and guod spirits, was an example of what could be achieved
with comparatively modest means and a demonstration of the value of international

humanitarian action carried out on behalf of the 1nternat10nal community.

* R ¥
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Press Release REF/373
27 March 1962

NORVEGIAN REFUGEE COUNCIL CONTRIBUTES $15,00Q
TO ASSIST REPATRIATTON OF REFUGEES FROP( ALGERIA

(The following was received here from the Office o£\EEE"HN—ﬂI§£ Conmissioner
for Refugees, Geuneva.)

The Norweglan Refugee Council has contributed $15,000 to the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees to assist the repatriation of refugees from
Algeria now in Tunisia and Morocco. Felix Schnyder (Switzerland), the High
Commissioner, announced this first contribution to the specific task shortly after
announcing &t a press conference this morning his Office's participation in a
tripartite commission to eflect the orderly return of these refugees to Algeria.*

The Norwegian Refugee Council, in transmitting the gift, expressed the hope
that it vould serve "as an example to be followed by cthers."

In acknowledging the contribution, the Higl: Commissioner stated his "deepest
gratitude for the timely and generous assistance which the Norwegian Refugee
Council continues to meke available to refugees in need."

*See Press Release REF/372 issued earlier today.



[Original: French]

Rocher Nolr, 9 April 1962

8ir,

I should like first of all to thamk you for the way in which you received me
and my colleagues at Hocher Noir. I am also very greteful for the opportunity
you gave us to visit eastern Algeria, more particularly Bfne and Pébessa, and,
thanks to the kind but business-like reception by the local suthorities, to study
some of the problems we face.
| As you knov, we are conceraed with these problems as s resuls of the
\s_mummuamﬂmuhmnm
refugees nov i Morocco and Tumisia which was addressed to me during the recemt
negotiation of the Bvian Agreemeuts esd which I accepted.

It is with special satisfaction that I noted « in particular at s business
meeting on Friday, 6 April, ia the office of Becretary-Uensral Roux, atteaded
by Dr. Hamidou, Social Affairs Officer of the Provisional Executive, and
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees,
and others - the unanimity that exists with regard to the basic cbjective of
the Tripartite Commission provided for by the Bvian Agreemsnts: <o bring about,

There can be no doubt that in an operation of this kind all umnecessary
formalism must be avoided. I have therefore cet down in the amnex to this latter,

[oee
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I am prepared to eppoint my representative in the central Tripartite
Commission to be established at Rocher Noir, as well as the representatives of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in the Tripartite subecommissions
that will be set wp in Morocco and Tunisia. I think that if the High Commissioner
of the Republic and the Provisiosal Executive ia Algerias could also appoint their
respective representatives, it would be advisable for the Tripartite Commission
to convene vithin the mext few days.

I am sending & copy of this letter to the President of the Provisional
Executive in Algeria.

I should like to stress again the importance I attach to this operatiom of
repatriating refugees ia Algeria and to express the hope that it can be gotten
under vey amd completed satisfactorily within the shortest possible time.

Accept, 8ir, the assurances of my highest considerstion.

s R i Semtestons
for Refugees

/oqo
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l. The Tripartite Commission on Bmpatriation of Algerian Refugees im Morocco
and Tunisis is composed of three msmbers appointed respectively by the High
Commissioner of the Republic {n Algeris, the Provisional Executive in Algeria
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Hefugees. The seat of the Commission
is at Rocher Noir.

2. The tripartite sub-commissions to be established in Moroecco and Tunisia would
have the seat respectively at Cujde and at Haf. Thay, and any other sub-commission
that would heve to be established, would be composed of three members appointed in
the same msaner as the members of the central Tripartite Commission.

5« The representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

st Rocher Hoir will enjoy diplomatic immunities end privileges similar to those
provided for by the egreement concluded on 18 February 1953 between the French
Govermaent and the Nigh Commissioner with regard to the installation and sctivities
in Frence of the mission of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The
meubers of the mission, s also the members of the tripartite sub-commissions if
sny are established ia Algeris or if members temporarily visit Algeris, will eanjoy
a similar status. -

h. Preliminary contacts indicate that the Freach authorities would be prepared
to make svailable to the Tripartite Commission the logistical facilities required
for its activities, in particular officers, office eguipment, as well as vehicles
snd trensport facilities.

S ﬁmdﬁ-m“nmd”ﬁﬂd
will adopt its decisions by comwn agreemeat of its members, on a footing of
full equality, sre to dstermine the principles and the plan governing the
Mmum“uﬁ-qumu
mm.uht"hﬁﬁ-“mﬂﬁ
repatriation operations uhen they sre completed.

6. nmmuhmmhwmum
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7 In determining the principles and the programss of repstristion, the
Tripartite Commisaion vl be guided by the following gesarel directives:
vould end, so far as possible, before the end of June 1962;

« In cases in which for military or other ressons resettlement on the
original site is not immediately possible, the refugees wowld be sheltered
temporarily as aserly &s possible to their original locality.

8. Sepatristion operstions as such will be cerried out in sccordance with
prineiples and e programme determined by the Tripartite Commission or by executive
orgaas which are, or will be, at the idispodsl. u of the comnsfituting euthorities.
So far as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is concerned, he will
contimue %o rely more especially, as Be indicated when accepting the imvitation to
perticipste in the fripartite repatristion operstion, on the League of Bed Cross
- and Red Crescent Societies, which has been the operationsl partner of the Office
of the High Gemmissioner in the international campaign %0 assist the Algeriaa
refugees.
9. Gubject to subsequent considerstion by the Tripartite Commission, the
United Hations Nigh Commissioner for Refugees would also be prepered, if such action
werq necessary or helpful, to call for the essistance of other lster-goveramental
organizations such as UNICEF, the VWorld Health Organization or the Waited Natioms
Food sad Agriculture Organization.
10. Bach mesber of the Tripartite Commission will comtribute to the best of its
ability, to the mobilisation of mecessary means of action. With the help of the
leagua of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies end of the respective Govermments,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees will be concerned with the
movement of the refugees wp to the Algerien fromtier. The High Commissioner is
pleased to note that the competent suthorities ian Algeria would be responsible for
the reception of the refugees at the Algerias froutier, the transport of the
refugees to the interior of Algeria and, im gemeral, for ‘their resettlement, and
that budgetary arrangements have uluunl’tt-llnullp for these purposes. However,
the High Commissioner will try to mobilise, at the intermational level, the medical
teams reguired for the public health inspection of the refugees. He will also make

[one
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avallable for the repstriation operstion the stocks of food at present available
under the internationsl progremme of aid.

1l. Since the responsibility of the Tripartite Commission will necessarily be
limited, the representative of the United Wations High Commissioner for Refugees
will maintain comtect with the competent suthorities in Algeria in order to give
then the benefit of the good offices which the High Commissionsr will use for the
md“ﬁ“\““‘“ﬂ.ﬁm

of the refugees.
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Press Release REF /375
13 April 1962

UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFQQEES—GG@%;N@ﬁ PLANS
FCR REE%TRIATIHG/ﬁfEE&IAN REFUGEES

(The following has been received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

Agreement has been reached on the main lines of plans to repatriate some
250,000 Algerian refugees in Morocco and Tunisia, Felix Schnyder (Switzerland),

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, announced today.

Mr. Schnyder and his Deputy, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, have Just returned from
Rocher Noir where, in discussions with'the French High Commissioner in Algeria and the
President of the Provisional Executive for Algeria, the work of the tripartite
commission envisaged in the Evian agreements was laid out.

[En agreement signed in Evian by the Government of France and representatives
of the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic provides for the establishment
of a tripartite commission, composed of representatives of the French Government, the
Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's Office, to plan and
orgaenize repatriation of the refugees (see Press Release REF/372 of 27 March);7

The actual repatriation operation is expected to start early in May and be
completed by the end of June. It is anticipated that the Tripartite Commission, whose
main task is to ensure the speediest possible repatriation of the refugees under the
best possible conditions, will make its headquarters in Rocher Noir. It will be
asslisted by a number of tripartite subcommissions located in Morocco and Tunisia.
Each will be composed of one representative each of the French High Commissioner
in Algeria, the Provisional Executive of Algeria, and the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees. Members are expected to assume their duties during the latter part of
April.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees will be particularly
concerned with movement of the refugees up to the Algerian border. To control the
possible spread of disease, the return flow will be channeled through 10 check~-points ~
four at the Morocco-Algeria border and six at the Tunisia-Algeria border. Medical
teams will be stationed at these check=points and will examine all refugees.

(more)
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The competent Algerian authorities will be responsible for reception of the
refugees at the Algerian froﬁtiers, fqr_ﬁheir transport within Algeria, and generally
for their re-installation in Algeria. Budgetary provisions for these services
alrealy have been pade, S :

Mr, Schnyder stressed that he would continue to rely, in the performance of his
new tasks, on the effective cooperation of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies and the host g:vérﬁments of 'Manisie and Moroceco, with which he has been
carrying out the relief operstica fcr these Algerian refugees.

Moreover, the High Commissioner poirted out, his Office and the League are
depending on leuntafy ccntribuﬁibns, from gcvernménts, national Red Cross Societles
and other voluntary agencies to meet the cost of their parts of this operation and
to provide medical and first aid personnel to men the check-points.

n addition, the High Commissibner will use hié good offices to secure to the
Algerian authorities from international sources the material aid required to resettle
the refugees in their old homes -- meny of whicﬂ have been destroyed. A large number
of teuts will be redpifed as temporary accommodation, and later building materiéls
will “e recded. The League of Red Cross and Red Crescent épéieﬁies will take a

particiia interest in thié:part of the operation,

# R *
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Q)/ Press Release REF/377
13 April 1962

DEPUTY UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

CONFERS IN TUNIS ON REPATRIATION OF ABGERTAN REFUGEES

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, Deputy United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
will leave Geneva tomorrow for Tunis to study with éompetent authorities in Tunisia
the repatriation of Algerian refugees in that country.

He will be received by President Habib Bourguiba and will also have discussions
with members of the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic in Tunis.

Prince Sadruddints current visit follows an earlier one to Rabat at the end of
March for the same purpose and a more recent visit fo Rocher Noir when, in company
with the High Commissioner for Refugees, Felix Schnyder, he participated in
discussions with the French High Commissioner in Algeria and the President of the
Provisional Executive in Algeria on the functions of the Tripartite Repatriation
Commission foreseen in the Evian agreements.

Note: Further detalls on the repatriation problem appear in Press Releases
REF/372 of 27 March and REF/375 of 13 April.
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Press Release REF/379
20 April 1962

HIGH COMMISSICNER APPEALS FOR TENTS
TO SHELTER REFUGEES RETURNING TO ALGERIA

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, Geneva).

Fifteen thousand tents are urgently needed as provisional shelter for refugees
in Morocco and Tunisia who will Le repatriated to Algeria in May and June, Felix M.
Schnyder (Switzerland), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, has reported.
He has appealed to the 25 governments represeni =2d on his Executive Committee to make
them &vailable immediately.

The governments are Australia, Austria, E:lgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia,
Denmark, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Holy See, Iran, Israel, Italy,
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Tuni' ia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United
States, Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

Provision of tents is essential to the start of the repatriation movement,

Mr. Schnyder said.* Tripartite repatriation committees, composed of representatives
of the French Government, the Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commis-
sioner's Office, will begin functioning immediately after Easter.

Some 85,000 refugees are expected to move from Morocco and 175,000 from Tunisia
by the end of June, when the repatriation movements are expected to conclude. Many
will be returning to areas abandoned for many years. The tents will be put up by
them near their villages or as close as pcssible to their former homesteads, so they
will be able to till their land while rebuilding their homes. More than half the
refugees are children.

To facilitate the orderly return to Algeria, 10 border crossing points will be
established -~ four in Morocco &nd six in Tunisia. These will permit the daily
passage of approximately 5,000 persons. The League of Red Cross Socleties has agreed

to provide international teams of doctors and nurses to man the checkpoints.

The High Commissioner's Office has already provided funds to permit the League to
acquire 3,000 tents, now on hand in the Unite. Kingdom, for immediate shipment to
Tunisia. Some tents are also avallable in a lzague warehouse in Morocco. The League
has also addressed an urgent appeal for tents to its member organizations.

*HHR
¥Press Releases REF/372 and 375 give details ca repatriation plans.
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Becretary-Geneval ebout the need for stepping up efforts to
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question with Mr. Pelix Bohupder, UJN.H.C.R., vho he 1s dve
to meet in Geneve on Wednssday @ My 1962.

C. V. Bsresishen

26 April 1968
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V Press Release REF/380
27 April 1962
CONTRIBUTTONS OF MONEY AND TENTS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE

TO HICH COMMTZSIONER'S APTEATR 0N BEEALF OR ALGERTAN REFUGEES
ALGRRIA g L

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

Contributions of cash and tents to facilitate repatriation of Algerian
refugees have been offered by a number cf governments, Felix Schnyder (Switzerland),
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, announced today.

The contributions are in response to appeals addressed by Mr. Schnyder to
the 25 governments on his Executive Committee and to similar sppeals by the
League of Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion erd Sun Societies to their member
agencies. '

The Govermment of Denmark has responded with a contribution of $1L4,500 in
addition to $1k4,500 offered by the Danish Refuzse Council. The Holy See has
sent $10,000 and the Turkish Chamber of Commerce, $2,222. Earlier, the Norwegian
Refugee Council had announced a contribution of $15,000 (see Press Release REF/373).

Some 1,000 tents have been offered by Red Cross and Red Crescent Socleties
of Finland (30), Greece (400), Poland (L40), Turkey (200), the United Arab
Republic (300) and Yugoslavia (120). India has promised an unspecified number,

Provision of tents has been described as essential to the start of the
repatriation movement, since many of the refugees' former homes have been
destroyed. A first consigament of 500 tents from the 3,000 reported available
in the United Kingdom* is now on the way to Algerila, and the League has made 975
tents avsilable from its stock in Morocco.

¥Press Release REF/379
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Note No. 2584
3 May 1962

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

WPIX-TV TO TELEVISE UNHCR/RED CROSS FILM ON ALGERIAN REFUGERS

Yul Brymner is Narrator

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, New York.)

"Man is to Man," a 28-minute filmed documentary of the relief operation for
Algerian Refugees in Tunisia and Morocco, will be telecast over WPIX-TV this Sunday,
6 May, at 1 p.m.

Yul Brynner, Special Consultant to the High Commissioner, is narrator of the
film, produced by the High Commissioner's Office and the League of Red Cross
Societies. "The two organizations have carried out jointly since 1959 a massive
program to provide sustenance and shelter to 200,000 Algerian refugees, whose
presence in Tunisia and Morocco placed a heavy burden on those countries," the High
Commissioner's office in New York stated in announcing plans for the telecast.

The plight of the 100,000 children who make up half the refugee population will
be shown in scenes depicting special measures to protect their health.

(The High Commissioner's Office and the League are cooperating also in
repatriating these refugees to Algeria, as reported in Press Releases REFf}?E, 375

and 379.)

* XA #
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Press Release REF/381
8 May 1962

UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES EQTABI.ISHES TEMPORARY
INFORMATION SERVICES IN TUNISIA AND MORDCCO

Preparations for Repatriation 4;/;;;er1§2_Re§lgees Under Way

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, in cooperation with the
League of Red Cross Societies, has established temporary information services in
Morocco and Tunisia to assist jJournalists, television crews and others interested in
covering the repatriation movement of 250,000 Algerian refugees.*

The repatriation of these refugees from Morocco and Tunisia, scheduled to begin
this month, will be the most important refugee movement organized by the internmational
community since the end of World War II, the UN High Commissioner's Office states.

Stanley Wright, Chief of the Information Service of the High Commissioner's
Office, began to organize press services in Tunis yesterday (7 May). With him will
be a press representative of the League of Red Cross ard Red Crescent Societies.

Mr. Wright's headquarters will be at the UN Information Center, Tunis, and he will
have a sub-office at Le Kef, seat of the Tripartite Subcommission.

In Oujda, seat of the Tripartite Subcommission for Morocco, Mr. Yassin El-Ayouty
will spend two months as Information Officer for the repatriation movement from
Morocco. Mr, El-Ayouty has been seconded from his post at the UN Information Service
in Geneva. (He may be reached c¢/o Mr. Jurg Vitanni, Hotel Terminus, Oujda.)
Movement Plans Described

A census has been made of all the refugees to establish their areas of origin,
the High Commissioner's Office has reported. The central Tripartite Commission¥**
will coordinate movement to the areas of the refugees' homesteads. The Subcommissions
in Le Kef (Tunisia) and Oujda (Morocco) will issue local directives for movement of
refugees toward assembly areas and will supervise the border crossing points.

(more)

*See Press Releases REF/372, 375 and 379.
¥*#*The Tripertite Commission comprises representatives of the French Government, the
Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's Office.
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The Algerian Red Crescent Society, 'in cooperation with the Moroccan and
Tunisian Red Crescent Societies and lccal authorities, will bring together in the
various asgsembly areas refugees belonging to the same villages. There they will be
vaccinated and their transport to established border crossing points arranged.

At the crossing points, identities will be checked and the League of Red Cross-
Red Crescent health teams will chéck vaccinations and the géneral health of the
reflugees, after which the coavcys %iil conbinue to their destirations. In principle,
the convoys will consist of 500 persons per checlpoint each day. Since most of the
refugees come froz frontier regions along ihe Moroeccan and Tunisian boundaries, the
Journey to- their former villages is expected to take only one to two days.

Becauvse of the war operations, muny villages may have bzen partly or totally
destroycd, and tents therefore must be set up to provide provisional shelter. Since
the refugees cannot hope to become self-suoporting until next year's harvest,
organization of basic food distribution is also under way. The tents and food will
be provided through the joint UNHCR/League operation carried out since 1959 during
the refugees' sojourn in Tunisia and Morocco. .

* N ®

(Note; Requests for information about the repatriation movement can be
addressed to the UNHCR Information Service in Geneva, to UNHCR, New York,
to the Director of Information of the League of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, or to either of the information posts in Morocco
and Tunisia. The press officers are not spokesmen for the Tripartite
Commission, their role being limited to facilitating contacts and visits
to the field in cooperation with the competent authorities.)
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Press Release REF/382
10 Mey 1962

SWEDISH GROUP TO PROVIDE MIIK FOR ALGERIAN REFUGEE CHILDREN

(The following was received here from the\B;§IEE“3fﬂE£;’5;—ﬁigh Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva,)

The Swedish Section of the Lutheran World Federation today advised the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, Felix Schnyder, that it would provide funds to finance
operational costs of milk stations for Algerian refugee children for "so long as
the need exists." The church agency had already contributed $115,987 to cover
these costs for the first four months of 1962.

Acknowledging "with deepest gratitude" this decision by the Swedish Section
of the Lutheran World Federation, Mr. Schnyder noted that during 1961 the agency
had contributed $21k,416 for the same purpose.

The High Commissioner stressed that Algerian refugee children "would continue
to receive milk as long as they are in Morocco and Tunizia" and that "special milk
distributions are also planned at assembly points closz to the Algerian border
prior to actual re-entry of the refugees” to Algeria,

Present milk stations in Morocco and Tunisia, established as part of the joint
relief operation carried out since 1959 by the High Commissioner's Office and the
Ileague of Red Cross Societies, are likely to be required until at least July,

Mr. Schnyder noted., However, once repatriation begins, there will be a gradual
reduction in the number of bensficiaries. The continued readiness of the Swedish
Section of the Imthersn World Federation to support "this vital program" was there-

fore of "major importance," the High Commissioner said.

¥* XN X
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Press Release REF/383
10 May 1962

GOVERNMENTS AND RED CROSS SOCIETIES ASSIST IN REPATRIATION ALGERIAN REFUGEES,,///

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva,)

A series of contributions to assist the repatriation of Algerian refugees
from Tunisia and Morocco was announced today by the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees, Felix Schnyder.

A firm offer of 10,000 tents has been received from the American Red Cross,
in response to recent appeals by the High Commissioner and the League of Red Cross
Societies for this essential item.

The Federal Government of Switzerland announced a contribution through Red
Cross channels of $17,361 toward the repatriation operation.

The appeals have also met with a ready response in the United Kingdom.

Edward Heath, Lord Privy Seal, announced today in the House of Commons that the
United Kingdom Government proposed, subject to parliamentary approval, to purchase
approximately 500 family-size tents at & cost of $23,500. An advance will be
obtained from the Civil Contingencies Fund to make possible immediate purchese
through the British Red Cross Society.

Mr. Schnyder reported that his Office and the League of Red Cross, Red
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies had also recieved firm offers of tents from
Red Cross Societies of the USSR (400) and the United Areb Republic, which offered
400 tents in addition tb 300 promised earlier.*

* WK *

*See Press Release REF/380.
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FEPATRIATION OF AIGETIAY RTPGTERS TN MCROCCO EEGINS

- —— 8, B | 1 bl W+ W A ——

The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugzes, Geneva).

Arrangements for repatriaticn of Algerian refugees in Morocco have progressed
sufficiently to permit dispatch of a first, experimental convoy of 200 refugees,
it was anncunced today by the Tripartite Repatriation Subcommission in Oujda,
Morroco.* A local represeutative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees is a
member of the Subcommission.

Today's action will be followed by normael movement, probably beginning

16 May, in accordance with plans laid down earlier.¥¥

* The Tripartite Subcommission comprises representatives of the French Government,
the Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's Office.

*#See Press Releases REF/379 and 381.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER'S PROGRAMS CONTINUES
DISCUSSION OF AID TO- REFUGEES IN TUNISIA AND MOROCCO

(The following has been received here from the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, Geneva).

Action taken by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the lLeague of Red
Cross Societies in providing shelter and sustenance to 250,000 refugees in Tunisia
and Morocco was praised by members of the Executive Cormittee of the E.gh
Cormiseioner’s Program yesterday in Geneva.

Speekers in the discussion also welcomed the beginning of the repatriation
movement of these refugees. The Z25-member Executive Committee, which carries out
the High Commissioner's programs, began its present meetings in Geneva on 1l May.

A number of members, expressing hope that the repatriation operation would
soon reach a successful conclusion, urged that, international aid to the refugees
should not cease with their entry intc Algeria, They noted that the UN General
Assembly, in a resolution last year,* called upon the High Commissioner's Office
to facilitate the resettlement of these refugees in their homeland.

Felix Schnyder, the High Commissioner, said that the relief action had "helped
save humen lives and to preserve good will and courage emong the refugees." Now
that repatriation had begun, Mr. Schnyder stressed, it was essential that the
refugees start their new lives with all the energy and optimism they would need.

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, Deputy High Commissioner, noted that, as a result
of the Evian agreement.** this major refugee problem was now in process of being
solved in the "most satisfactory way, namely, repetriation.” However, the repat-
riation operation was a costly one, he noted, and, apart from transportation costs,
the High Commissioner's Office already had committed or spent over $400,000 towards
the program.

Repatriation from Morocco had already begun, Dr. Henrik Beer, Secretary General
of the League of Red Cross Societies, noted in a statement to the Executive Committee.
Movements from the Tunisian side would probably begin in about two weeks, Dr. Eeer
sajd. He emphasized that the refugees would still need & great deal of assistance
after they had returned to Algeria, and he expressed hope that the international

#Resolution 1672 (XVI). (more)
#%See Press Release REF/375.
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Press Release REF/396
L June 1962

PRCGRESS CONTINUES I'" REPATRIATION OF ALGERIAN REFUGEES;FROM MOROCCO

(The following wes received here fron the Tnformation Officer with the
Tripartite Repatriation Subcommission, Oujda, Morocco. )

Some 20,0C0 Algerian refugees had been repatristed from Morocco by 31 May,
Just 23 daye after lnception of the repatiriation program in that country, it was
reported today by Yassin Fl-Ayouty, Informeticn Cfficer at Oujde, Morocco.

Some 8%,000 refugees are expected to move from Morocco end 175,000 from
Tunisia by the end of June, when the repatriation movements are expected to
conclude,*

Morocecan authorities have grented permission for 30,000 refugee-cwned animals,
including 1,000 camels, to retura to Algeria. Thus the situation in Berguent and
El-Aicha has improved, after an interruption of one week in repatriation through
those towns, Mr. El-Ayouty reported. :

(Note: Photographs of the refugee operation are available from Jean Gorman, UN
High Commissioner's Office, Ext, 2196.)

* Press Release REF/379 of 20 April.
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Dear Mr. Schnyder,

I acknowledge with many thanks your kind letter
13/1/31 TUN/MOR/REP dated 28 May on the subject of
refugees.

I note with interest that there is a poseibllity of the
participation of other United Nations Agencles

to the Algerian refugees returning to their country. I shall
be grateful if you would keep me informed of
in this area.

5

E
!
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With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

U Thant
Acting Baerntlry-un_lnl

Mr. Fellx Schnyder

United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees

Palais des Nations

Geneva, Switzerland

ec - Mr. David Owen
Miss Gervails s
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Dear Nr, Thani,
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bring you up to date on “MI regarding the
repatrigion of Alge you will have heard already,
1 vinited Rooher Neir wf Aprll whare 1 had an

opportuni by to Afsouss NLM Commine!loner of the Prenah
Tepatllc and the Prealdent of the Frovisional Executive of Algeris
the yractiesl yrrengesasts for the repatriation of thess refugess,
The results of our W sad in two identioal
lattsra t5 the Prench r and to Presidmnt Fards =
» lettar whioh 1 ‘you in Jemeva, 1 taks plaasure in
-Mhﬂlc S ocopy l‘ this text for your information,

weantine, lt' rapstriation oreratione frim MQH
mmnn s up 0 toeday some 19,000 refugess
retumed to Algeris, The operation fros Tunisla will start wi
s Tew days and 1t Ls hoped that the majority of the refugwes
huve returned by 1 July An order §o participate in the m'ﬂqﬁ-.

I should alse h“mnﬂon&lnhﬂ’.d
the Annex to tha lather Pouohiet and Nr, Pards vhere Tefere
is sade %0 a 45 _ of other United Kations Agenciss
In this conneotion I would iaforw you that the delagute for Sootal

Comaission 4o Algeria the m representatives of Vni
Nationn Specialined « 1 have tharefore arranged for mmoh
sosting with 1murm,lw ThH, msoo.m-
m in my 0ffice M .

1 hawe, of mm, informed the Biropesn Office of $hdp
aseting,

| ¥ith vest persansl mesards,

I reaatn, g
Yours sincerely, ‘.9 A
: Félix Sennpder
' : United Nations kiph Comminsionsy
‘u‘i flonersl, for refugess :
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I am prepared Lo appolst my sepewsentative in the centrul Mh
Cosmlssion to e established at Rocher Nolr, as well ss the representatives of
the United Nations Migh Commissioner for Hefugees in the Tripartits subecomsliesions
that will be set up 10 Morocco sod Tunisia. T thiok thst (f the High Comsiseioner
of the Republic and the Provisiooal Rwecutive In Algeria could aleo aproint thetr
respective representstives, (@ would be sdvisable for the Tripartite Comeissios
to cotivane withip the next fev days.

I am sending & copy of thie letter to the President <f the Provisfonal
Bxecutdve in Algeris. '

I should 1lke o stress again the tmportasce I sttasch to this operstion of
repatristioy refugess in Algeris end to express the hope that 1t cap be gotten
under way and complsted satisfactorily vithin the shorteast .mﬂm tims.

Accept, Sir, the assuramtces of siy alghest consideration.

 United T Bigh Comsdsslons
for Hefupees
.
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1. The Tripartite Comedssion oo feputriation of Algerian Refugess iu Moro:eo
and Tuoisis 1s composed of three rmmbers appoloted rwepectively by the High
Oomalselooer of the Republic ia Algeria, the Provisiosal Executdve in Algeris

atd the Onlted Nations High Comiwsioner for Refugees. The seat of the Comslasion
4 st Rocher Noir.

2. umumwumwummmwmm
bave the sest respestively at Oujde and st Kef.. Thay, and aay cthier subscommisalon
that would heve t6 Ve establiched, would be composed of three mewbers sppointed in
the ssaw maoner &8 the members of the veatvel Tripartite Oomsdssion.
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ISRAEL AND NORWAY CONTRIRUTE TO ATGERTAN REFUGEE AID

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has announced recent contribu-
tions from the governments of Israel and Norway toward the relief and repatriation
of Algerian refugees.

More than 200,000 Algerian refugees in Tunisia and Morocco benefit from the
operation, carried out Jointly by the High Commissioner's Office and the League of
Red Cross Societies.

Israel's present contribution of $5,000 follows a donation in 1959 of goods in
kind valued at $1,507. Norway's special donation of $14,000 toward Algerian
refugees is over and above that country's contribution of $98,000 to the High Com-
missioner's regular programs. In addition, contributions exceeding $300,000 have
been sent by the Norwegian Ref'ugee Council to assist Algerian refugees.

Announcing these latest donations toward the North African operation, Felix
Schnyder, the High Commissioner, said he was "impressed, gratified and greatly

encouraged” by the way the international community continued to support this "purely
social and humaniterian venture."”
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esses and has the honour to transmit herewith, atQ request of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Relygegs, a copy pf__aﬂ‘letter
dated 18 June, on the question of gssistance @W
which the High Commissioner has sent to all Member Govermments
through their representatives a:o'Geneu.
The enclosed copy of the High Commissioner's letter, together
with a copy of the b t, is being sent for the information of
Permanent Representatiwes to the United Nations. Document A/5132, to
which reference e in the second paragraph of the High Commissioner's

letter, is rot egpclosed, as this document has already been distributed.

18 June 1962
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18 June 1962

. In accordance with the resolittions adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly, my Office has for the past four years endeavoured to
afford effective assistance to refugees from Algeria in Morocco and
Tunisia, Under the most recent of those resolutions (resolution 1672
(XVI)), the High Commissioner's Office is called upon to play a signifi-
role in the present particula¥ly important phase of repatriation of
Algerian refugees,

In this connexion, I venture to draw your attention to the attached
interim report which I have just sent to the General Assembly (document
A/5132)., This document contains all the necessary information on the
development of UNHCR's activities in North Africa, It has hitherto been
possible to carry on this work - a manifestation of intermational soli~
darity = only through voluntary contributions and this will also apply
in the future,

You will remember that in June 1961 I already had occasion to appeal
to all governments, Members of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies for support in this work of international assistance undertaken
by the High Commissioner's Office in conjunction with the League of Red
Cross Societies, Thanks to the favourable response of many governments
and the resultant effort of solidarity up to early 1962, it has been
possible to cover the cost of this joint action for approximately one
year,

While a more detailed financial statement may be submitted later, for
the time being I shall simply mention the funds needed to provide the
refugees with the assistance they will require until the end of this year,
after they have returned to their douars, A statement of the sums involved
is attached to this letter, I should merely like to add the following
explanatory remarks,

The cost of the repatriation operation has been estimated at only
$600,000, It has been possible to keep it at that low level because it
covers only the financial needs of the High Commissioner's Office in ite
Joint action with the League of Red Cross Societies, the financial par-
ticipation of its partners in the Tripartite Commission being covered by
the large appropriations provided by the French Government,

sosf e



This sum of $600,0003includes $200,000 earmarked for the purchase of
tents, In this connexion, it should be noted that a large proportion of
the tents needed to provide the refugees with temporary shelter on arrival
at their homesteads have been provided free of charge by many governments
and national Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, The $200,000 required
for the purchase of about 4,000 more tents have also already been covered
by voluntary contributions from certain governments,

Other payments recently made by some governments will also enable
the High Commissionerts Office partially to meet the most urgent expenses,
Nevertheless, to ensure the financing of this humanitarian action as a
whole it is essentlal for all governments that are prepared to take part
in this effort to give it their support forthwith and for those of them
that have recently contributed to re-examine the amount in the light of
the overall needs described here,

It should be noted in this connexion that, for the reasons set forth
in the attached interim report, the assistance it is proposed to give in
the frontier areas of Algeria will benefit not only the refugees, but
also other groups of the population who find themselves in an equally
difficult situation. In order to take account of the wishes expressed
by the General Assembly in its resolution 1672 (XVI), the High Commissioner
felt that he could not do better than appeal for universal support of this
wider action undertaken by the League, on which the well~being of those
who will cease to be refugees on regaining their homes will ultimately
depend,

I earnestly hope therefore that the needs of the repatriation operation
and of the follow-up assistance programme can be entirely covered by govern-~
ment contributions, The sums required amount to $2,600,000, which we hope
will be supplemented by contributions in kind to the value of $5,760,000,
Contributions can be sent elther to the High Commissioner's Office or,
particularly in the case of contributions in kind, to the League of Red
Cross Socleties,

I need hardly emphasize the importance of enlisting the help of the
international community in order to ensure the success of this work until
the end of the year, because it is quite impossible in the present circum-
stances to know how much the Algerian authorities will be able to earmark
for this purpose out of the annual contribution of 1,000 million New Francs
allocated by France to the development in Algeria.

I do not doubt for a moment that all the countries which have already
given their generous support to this effort of human solidarity are now

.Oo/.no



most anxious for the work to be brought to a successful conclusion and will
therefore be prepared to place the funds needed for the purpose at the
disposal of my Office,

We shall thus be able, after having helped these refugees to survive,
to ensure that they are not abandoned to their fate at the very time when
they are preparing to resume a normal life in their own country,

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Felix Schnyder
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES



BUDGETARY ESTIMATES

Item Number or Est.purchase Value of est. Est. cash
quantity price cif - donations in requirements
Algerian port kind
" us $ Us $ Us $
I. Repatriation Operatiop - (i.e. expenses to be borne by UNHCR and
League of Red Cross Societies)

Medical teams - - - $ 65,000
Additional field personnel -~ - - $ 100,000
Purchase of tents - - - $ 200,000
Purchase and operating costs

of additional vehicles - - - $ 40,000
Departure centres - - - $ 10,000
Transport of refugees

(including insurance) - - - $ 85,000
Contingency reserve -~ - - $ 100,000

Sub-total $ 600,000
I1. Assistance after repatriation for the period 1 July to 31 December 1962
Relief Supplies
Wheat 43,200 tons 3,450,000 3,450,000 -
Edible oils 1,800 tons 900,000 900,000 -
Pulses 1,800 tons 270,000 270,000 -
Powdered milk 1,350 tons 400,000 - 460,000
Sugar 1,600 tons 160,000 140,000 20,000
Soap L50 tons 90,000 - 90,000
Blankets 150,000 pieces 300,000 100,000 200,000
Used clothing 1,000 tons 500, 000 500,000 -
Purchase of cloth and
local mamufacture of 200,000 pieces 300,000 - 300,000
traditional clothing
Provision of
temporary shelter 300,000 - 300,000
Supplementary services
Equipment of milk
stations 300 30,000 - 30,000
Dispensaries and provi-
sion of supplementary - 160,000 - 160,000
medicaments
Imeediate resettlement assistance
Provision of simple hand tools,
seeds, reconstruction material
group-work projects, self-help, 600, 000 - 600,000
etc.
%plemt&_rx Transport
including maintenance and operating
costs of Red Cross vehicleag 100,000 - 100,000
Administrative costs 200,000 - 200,000
Sub-total 7,760,000 5,760,000 2,000,000
GRAND TOTAL 7,760,000 5,760,000 2,600,000




GOVERNMENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY UNHCR FOR THE ALGERIAN

REFUGEE PROGRAMME

DURING THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY - 15 JUNE 1962%

In US $

Governments Paid Pledged Promised Total
Belgium LS,OOOE/ - - LS,OOOE/
Denmark 14,478 . - 14,478
Ghana - 3,000 - 3,000
Greece - — 2,000 2,000
Holy See 10,000 - - 10,000
India 3,667  2,633Y - 6,300
Israel 5,000 - - 5,000
Norway - 14,000 - 14,000
Sweden 48,328 - - 48,328
United Kingdom 10,715 - = 10,715
United States 600, 000 = . 600,000

Total 737,188 19,633 2,000 758,821

a/ Contributions made through the League of Red Cross Societies do
not appear in this list.

Included as pledge in 1961 figures.
Contribution in kind included in 1961 figures.

LR 4



UNITED NATIONS

Press Fervices
Office of Public Information
United Nations, N.Y.

(For use of information media -- not an official record)

Press Release REF/398
21 June 1962

AID SOUGHT FOR €00,000 ALGERIANS

UN High Commission for Refugees and League of Red Cross Socleties
Launch Joint Appeal for 8,360,000 Program in Resettlement Areas

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

The repatriation of Algerian refugees from Tunisia and Morocco cannot be
dissociaved in its fival phase from the needs of local populations, the Office of the
UN High Comuissioner for Refugees and the lLeague of Red Cross Societies stated in a
Joint amnounceien®: issued on 20 June, The two organizations are participating in - .
arrangeuments rfor the orderly return of these refugees in accordance with the Evian
agreements.

Felix Schiyder (Switzerland), the High Commissioner, has eppealed to governments,
members of the United Nations, and specialized agencies for their support in providing
a program of material assistance to some 600,000 Algerisns in areas near the Algerian-
Moroccan and Algerian-Tunisian borders, where most of the refugees are resettling.

At ths same time, the Iesgue of Red Cross Societies hac appealed to national Red
Cross, Red Crescent,Red Lion and Red Sun Societies for their support of this opera~
tion.

The cost of the program is estimated at 8,360,000, of which $2,600,000 is “

required in cash and the balance of $5,760,000 in kind, The operation envisages a
basic feediag program, establishment of 500 milk distribution centers for children,
and provisizn of medical care, temporary shelter, clothing and blankets. It is

hoped thet simple hand tools and seed can also be provided, and some individual and
community projects launched, 80 as to hasten the moment when these sections of the

population can become self-supporting.

Deputy High Commissioner Cites Problem

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees, recently
spelled out "the three R's" of the Algerian refugee problem -- "relief, repatriation
and reinstallation.™

(more)
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Relief and repatriation are "well on the way," Prince Sedruddin noted, but
"we must now look shead to the first steps toward reinstallation.” He pointed out
that persons uprooted from the border areas would face the same problems as refugees
retufning to those sections end therefore also would need aid. Prince Sadruddin
recalled that the areas involved had been evacuated four years ago because of
military operations; therefore, the land had remained untended, buildings and wells
have crumbled, and crops, he said, were "non-existent." -

Announcing repatriation figures, the High Commissioner reported that by 18 June
32,600 Algerian refugees had returned home from Morocco and 38,028 from Tunisia, of
an estimated total of 200,000 in those countries.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY,
VONGI ELTM (TUNISIA), ON AID TO AWSERIAN REFUGEES

I should like to draw the attention of the mei%ErB of the General Assembly to
the document distributed, under the symbol A/5132, by the Secretary-General on 11
June 1962 at the request of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. This
document consists of an interim report on the repatriation of the Algerian refugees,
which has become possible es a result of the Evian agreements, proclaiming the cease-
‘ire in Algeria. These agreements in fact opened the way to the return of the
Algerian refugees to their own homes and they established a tripartite Repatriation
Commission, of which the Urited Netions High Commissioner for Refugees is a member,
to organize the return of the refugees to their homes in Algeria in the best poésiblé
manner.

It is this happy event which bas led the High Commissioner to submit an interim
report to member states, setting forth the conditions, jointly asgreed on in the
tripartite Commission, in accordance with which the repatriation of refugees coming
from Tunisia and Morocco has been taking place since the beginning of May 1962, and
explaining what are his pressing neceds in order to complete his mission.

The members of the General Assembly will recall that on 18 December 1961,
during the first part of the present session, the General Assembly adopted resolution
1672, confirming its earlier resolutions, and requesting the High Commissioner to
continue his activities on behalf of these refugees and to use the means at his
disposal to assist and ensure their orderly return to their homes and also, if it
should be necessary, to consider facilitating their resettlement in their homeland
as soon as circumstances permit.

In the interim report, document A/5132 of 11 June, the High Commissioner,
stressing the magnitude of the task upon which he has been engaged since the adoption
of the Evian agreements, makes an appeal*to all states members of our Orgenization,

(more)

* Additional information about the appeal for aid to Algerian refugees appesrs in
Press Release REF/398, issued today.
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to endeavor to0 assist him and to prdvide him voluntarily with the resources which
will enable him'to bring to & successful conclusion this great Humaﬁiférian task
which the General Assembly has laid upon him in a number of resolutions and parti-
cularly in resolution 1672 (XVI), a task which he and his colleagues have been
carrying out with a total devotion to which I should like to pay a tribute.

I should like 'to hope.thﬁt this appeal will be heeded and that the international
copmunity will continue to provide voluntary assistance in such volume that it will
be possible honorably to close a painful chapter in our recent history.

#* A *
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REPATRIATED ALGERIAN REFUGEES PASS 100,000 MARK

(The following wes received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

More than 100,000 Algerian refugees heve now been repatriated, Felix Schnyder
(Switzerland), UN High Commissioner for Refugees, announced today.

Mr. Schnycder expressed the hope that if the present repatriation rate is con=-
tinued, the majority of more than 200,000 refugees, who for many years had been
living in Tunisia and Morocco, would be back in Algeria by 1 July 1962.

Since the end of April, representatives of the High Commissioner's Office have
sat on the Tripartite Commission and Subcommissions¥* charged with repatriaticn of
Algerian refugees. The Office has been assisted by representatives of the lLeague of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

In addition to moving refugees, delegates of the League of Red Cross Societies
have been in charge of transportetion of tents, food distribution, and the orderly
operation of departure centers through which 10,000 refugees pass each day.

Since L May, Red Cross and Red Crescent medical teams, pade available by 13
national Red Cross Societies, have been providing other necessary medical care.

Medical personnel will remain until repatriation is completed.

¥5ee Press Release REF/372
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AUSTRALIA CONTRIBUTES TO REPATRIATION@I.GERIAN REFUGEES
e ecma——

Cash Gift Will Purchase 200 Tents for Returnees

(The following wes received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva),

Australia has contributed $9,260 to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees for the purchase of 200 tents for Algerian refugees now
repatriating to their homeland.

R. W. Furlonger, Permanent Representative of Australia to the European Office
of the United Nations, noted in a statement on 2 Juiy that Australia's gift was in
response to the High Commissioner's recent eppeal on behalf of Algerian refugees.*
In view of the urgent need, Mr. Furlonger said, his govermment preferred making &
cash contribution, which would enable the High Commissioner to purchase the tents
immediately, instead of waiting for shipment from Australia.

Felix Schnyder, the High Commissioner, expressed his gratitude for Australia's
"prompt and realistic response" to his appeal, and his appreciation of this newest

demonstration of Australia's "warm and sincere interest” in the work of his Office.

¥See Press Release REF/398.
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REPATRIATION OF;EL@ERIAN REFUGEES ALNMOST COMPLETE
b R ——

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, Geneva.)

Of the more than 200,000 Algerians who had souvght refuge in Morocco and
Tunisia, more then 165,000 have now returred to Algeria, Felix Schnyder (Switzerland),
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, announced in Geineva today. Since
the first organized crossing, on 10 May, 115,000 refugees have returued from
Tunisia and 50,000 from Morocco.

Ti.e work oi the Tripartite Repatriation Commissions set up by the Evian
agreenents* is thus nearing its end. Subcommissions operating et Oujda, Morocco, ..
and Le KeT, Tunisia, ceased operations cn 15 July, in accordance with a decision
of the Central Repatriation Commission at Rocher Noir, Algeria. The Repatriation
subcomn’ 3sion at Laverdure, east Algeria, also has ended its ectivitiscs,

Arrangements have been made in Tunisia to permit the return of stragglers
through Le Kef, where a team composed of Algerian authorities and a delegate of the
League of Red Cross Societies will be stationed until 20 July. Similar arrange-
ments will continue until 25 July at Oujdea, Morocco, when several thousand refugees
are due to return. After this date, £lgerians still in Moroceco and Tunisia mey
return to Algeria through normel channels.

High Commissioner Urges Support of Scheduled Aid Program

Noting that the refugees have been supplied with a month's stock of provisions
on their departure from Tunisia and Morocco, Mr. Schnyder drew attention, however,
to the international relief program to benefit the repatriates end other needy
members of the population in the frontier areas of east and west Algeria which will
begin toward the end of July and will be carried out by the League of Red Cross
Societies.

Mr. Schnyder has estimated that the relief operation would cost $8 million,
including $2,600,0C0 in cash and the balance in kind.

(more)

* See Press Release REF/372 of 27 March.
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Mr, Schnyder expressed his gratitude to governments, to the League of Red
Cross, Red Crescent, Red Licn end Sun Societies and their national affiliates,
and to the "divers organizations" which, through their direct assistance or through
contributions in cash or kind, have made'it possible to cerry out the repatriation
program quickly and under gocd conditions, despite the very short preparation
period evaileble. Mr, Schnyder particularly stressed the great assistance given
this work by‘the governments and Red Crescent Societies of Murocco and Tunisia. .





