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UNITED NATIONS 

Press Services 
Office of Public Information 

United Nations, N.Y. 

(For use of information media -- not an official record) 

Press Release REF/372 
27 March 1962 

HIGH COMMISSION!:"'i TO SERVE ON TRIPARTITE REPATRIATION COMMISSION 

FOl\..ALGERIAN REFUGEES 
I ,. 

(':!:'he following was receive·i here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Rct'u.gees, Geneva.) 

The United Naticr..s High Commissioner for Refugees, Feltx Schnyder (Switzerland), 

announced today at a press conference in Geneva that he has agreed to serve on a 

t!'i.parti te commission concerned with repatrj.a·cion of refugees . from Algeria now in 

Norccco and Tunisia. 

An agreem~nt signed in Evian by the Government of France and representatives of 

the Provisional G·.)vermnent of the Algerian Republic ( GPRA) provides for the estab­

lis~nt of a tripartite commission, composed of rep!'esentatives of the Frcn~h 

Gc... :.?rnment, the Provisional Executive of Algeria and the Hig.'l Commissioner's 

Office, to plan and organize repatriation of the refugees. 

In accepting the invitacion to serve on the commission, Mr. Schnyder stated that 

he wished to do all he could, as required by his mandate, to facilitate repatriation 

of refugees. He recalled that he had been requested by the resolution of the 

General Assembly of 18 December 1961 "to use the means at his disposal to_assist with 

the orderly return of those refugees to their homes." 

During the last six months his Office, together with the League of Red Cross 

Societies and the authorities of Morocco and Tunisia, had collected the necessary 

data to prepare plans for an orderly return, Mr. Schnyder said. Until repartiation 

can be completely organized, the Hig,.'l Commissioner noted, the relief operation would 

have to be maintained at its present level. This is particularly important now to 

keep up the moral and physical health of the refugees, so they will have strength to 

undertake the arduous task of rebuilding their existence in their homeland. 

Many refugees would be returning to areas that have been deserted for many years, 

Mr. Schnyder pointed out, and most essentials and amenities will be lacking to them.To 

avoid undue hardship, particularly to children, the High Commissioner felt that 

additional material assistance will have to be given the refugees at the time of 

their return. He would be appealing to the international community to enable him to 

make this effort. 

. (more) 
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Press Release REF/372 
27 March 1962 

Mr. Schnyd~r saw in this repatriation assistance a fitting conclusion to the 

services his Office, jointly with the League of Red Cross Societies, had been able 

to render the refugees through the relief operation, which had helped some 250,000 

refugees to survive. 

The reli~f action had. alre~:~.dy re~eived the extensiv~ .support of ~he inter­

national comrolinity, · in whic~ peoples of 65 co·~t;ies h~d participated, through 

governmental contributions or donations~ through national Red Croes, Red Crescent, 

Red Lion and. Sun SoCifY~ics, through. the ection of voluntary agencies ·operating in 

Morocco aud Tunisia, and th:o.~oug:l con·:n.butions from voluntary agencies and private 

donors. 

f.1r. Sc~myder paid tribute to the very .effective work carried out in the field 

by the Ler:gue of .. Red Cross Societ:i.es, anC. expressed his gratitud~ for their readiness 

to maintain the5.r contribution during this final phase. 

lie said that t~e relief operation, vhich had been costing the intern~tional 

commur.ity some $7 to $8 million a year and which had succeeded i~ maintaining the 

refugees .in good health and good spirits, was an example of what could be achieved 

with compQrativel:y moclest means and a demonstration of the value of international 

humanitarian action carried out on beha~f of the international community. 

* *** * 
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Press Release REF/373 
27 March 1962 

(The following was recei·red here from the Office of th~-+~~~l"fgh Connnissioner 
fm... Rl;..:'agees, Gt~neva. ) 

The Norwegian Refugee Council has contributed $15,000 to the Office of the 

t~ High Commissioner for Refugees to assist the repatriation of refugees from 

AlP;;eda now in Tunisia and Morocco. Felix SchnydeJ:> (SWitzerland), the High 

Commissioner, announced this first contribution to the specific task shortly after 

announcing eta p~~ss conf~rence tllis morning his Office•s partic~pation in a 

trip3rtite commission to effect the orde~ly return of these refugees to Algaria.* 

The NorweGian Refugee Council, in transmitting the gift, expressed the hope 

that. it. uould serve "as an exa'!!.ple to be followed by c'jherE:. 11 

In acknowledging the contribution, the Hig:1 ColDIIlissioner stated his .~'deepest 

gratitude for the timely and generous assistance which the Norwegian Refugee 

Council continues to make available to refugees in need." 

* *** * 

*See Press Release REF/372 issued earlier today. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

Press Services 
Office of Public In:'•:.:..l1 mation 

United Nations, N.Y. 

(For use of information media -- not an official record) 

~ Press Release REF/375 
13 April 1962 

(The following has been received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

Agreement has been reached on the main lines of plans to repatriate some 

250,000 Algerian refugees in Morocco and Tunisia, Felix Schnyder (Switzerland), 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, announced today. 

Mr. Schnyder and his Deputy, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, have just returned from 

Rocher Noir where, in discussions with·the French High Commissioner in Algeria and the 

President of the Provisional Executive for Algeria, the work of the tripartite 

commission envisaged in the Evian agreements was laid out. 

IAn agreement signed in Evian by the Government of France and representatives 

of the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic provides for the establishment 

of a tripartite commission, composed of representatives of the French Government, the 

Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's Office, to plan and 

organize repatriation of the refugees (see Press Release REF/372 of 27 March)~ 

The actual repatriation operation is expected to start early in May and be 

completed by the end of June. It is anticipated that the Tripartite Commission, whose 

main task is to ensure the speediest possible repatriation of the refugees under the 

best possible conditions, will make its headquarters in Rocher Noir. It will be 

assisted by a number of tripartite subcommissions located in Morocco and Tunisia. 

Each 'fill be composed of one representative each of the French High Commissioner 

in Algeria, the Provisional Executive of Algeria, and the UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees. Members are expected to assume their duties during the latter part of 

April. 

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees will be particularly 

concerned with movement of the refugees up to the Algerian border. To control the 

possible spread of disease1 the return flow will be channeled through 10 check-points -

four at the Morocco-Algeria border and six at the Tunisia-Algeria border. Medical 

teams will be stationed at these check-points and will examine all refugees. 

(more) 
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The competent Algerian authorities will be responsible for reception of the 

refugees at the Algerian frontters, fC?r t~eir transport · within Algeria, and generally 

for their r~-installatio~ in Algeria. Bud~etaTy provisions for these services 

alrea.::y havt been :mac1e. 

~1r. Schnyuer stressed that he \·rould continue to rely, in the performance of his 

new tasks, on the effective coope~ation of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies and the ho.st g-:;_·I~~:1'i;:len"G::; of .'.r:m.isia and Morocco, with whlch he has been 

carryl.ng out the relief operaticri ~cr tl1est=! Algerian r~fugees. 

Horeover~ the High Commissioner poir..ted out, his Office and the League are 

depending on voluntary contributions, from governments, national Red Cr~ss Societies 

and other voluntary agencies to meet the cost of their parts of this operation and 

to provid.~ medical and first aid pc;rso;.mel to man the check-points. 
,. 

TD. addition, the High Commissioner will use his good offices to secure to the 

Algeri.,m autho:r.i ties from international so'..lrces the material aid required to resettle 

the r~fugees in their old homes -- many of which have been destroyed. A large number 
. . 

of te:~.ts will be required as temporary accommodation, and later building materials 

will ·..,,:;: r..e~~dcd. The League of Red Cross and Red Crescent So'Cieties will take a 

pa:rtL::.::; v. i.:Jterest in this part of the operation. 

* *** * 
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P:;:-ess Se1:v:!.::e3 
Office of f"<lbl:1.c Ii1forrr.ation 

United Na.:.:tons, N.Y. 

(For use of information media -- not an official record) 

Press Release REF/377 
13 April 1962 

DEPUTY l,1N H:LGH COMMISSIO~JER FOR REFUGEES. 

CONFERS IN TUNIS ON REPATRIATION OF ~ERIAN REFUGEES 

'-----~ 

- -

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, Deputy United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees~ 

will leave Geneva tomorrow for Tunis to study with competent authorities in Tunisia 

the repat~iation of Algerian refugees in that country. 

He will be received by President Habib Bourguiba and will also have discussions 

with members of the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic in Tunis. 

Prince Sadruddints current visit follows an earlier one to Rabat at the end of 

March for the same purpose and a more recent visit to Rocher Noir when, in company 

with the High Commissioner for Refugees, Felix Schnyder, he participated in 

discussions with the French High Commissioner in Algeria and the President of the 

ProVisional Executive in Algeria on the functions of the Tripartite Repatriation 

Commission foreseen in the Evian agreements. 

* *** * 

Note: Further details on the repatriation problem appear in Press Releases 
REF/372 of 27 March and REF/375 of 13 April. 
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P!-ess Ser"li s 
Office of Pul>lic I;: .. ::~r~nation 

Uuit~d Nati~ N.Y. 

(For use of infor~ation media -- not an official record) 

Press Release REF/379 
20 April 1962 

HIGH COl-1MISSIONER APPEALS FOR TENI'S -----------------
TO SHELTER RE.'FUGEES RE'l'URNING TO ALGERIA 

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Geneva). 

Fifteen thousand tents are urgently needed as provisional shelter for refugees 

in Morocco and Tunisia who will ~e repatriated to Algeria in May and June, Felix M. 

Schnyder (Sv.itzerland), United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, has reported. 

He has appealed to the 25 govern~ents represen··~d on his Executive Committee to make 

them available immediately. 

The governments are Australia, Austria, I~lgium, Brazil, canada, China, Colombia, 

Denmark, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Holy See, Iran, Israel, Italy, 

Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Tun~ ia, Turkey, United Kingdom, United 

States, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

Provision of tents is essential to the start of the repatriation movement, 

Mr. Schnyder said.* Tripartite repatriation committees, composed of representatives 

of the French Government, the Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commis­

sioner's Office, will begin functioning immediately after Easter. 

Some 85,000 refugees are expected to move from Morocco and 175,000 from Tunisia 

by the end of June, when the repatriation movements are expected to conclude. Many 

will be returning to areas abandoned for many years. The tents will be put up by 

them near their villages or as close as rcssible to their former homesteads, so they 

will be able to till their land while rebuilding their homes. More than half the 

refugees are children. 

To facilitate the orderly return to Algeria, 10 border crossing points will be 

established -- four in Morocco a~d six in Tunisia. These will permit the daily 

passage of approximately 5,000 persons. The League of Red Cross Societies has agreed 

to provide international teams of doctors and Llurses to man the checkpoints. 
The High Commissioner's Office has already provided funds to permit the League to 

acquire 3,000 tents, now on hand in the Unit€~ Kingdom, for immediate shipment to 
Tunisia. Some tents are also available in a l~ague warehouse in Morocco. The League 
has also addressed an urgent appeal for tents to its member organizations. 

* ***;.; 
*Press Releases REF/372 and 375 give details C3 repatriation plans. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

Press Services 
Office of Public Information 

United Nations, N.Y. 

(For use of information media -- not an official record) 

Press Release REF/380 
27 April 1962 

CONTRIBtJr!ONS OF MONEY AND TEN!'S RECEIVED IN RESPONSE 
=-;..;.;.._~.--.....;-__ . ···-'----------......... ---. 

TO HIGH CQl.~~=3IONER 1S AF::'EAIS J~ BEI-IALF OF ALGERIAN REFUGEES 

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

Cont:-ibutions of cash and tents to facilitate repat·d.ation of Algerian 

refugees have been offered by a nu.ml>er cf governments., Felix Schnyder (S,vitzerland), 

Uoited Nations lligh Commissioner for Refugees, announced today. 

The contributions are in response to appeals addressed by Mr. Schnyder to 

the 25 governments on his Executive Committee and to similar appeals by the 

League of Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion sr.d Sun Societies to their member 

agencies. 

The Government of Denmark has responded with a contribution of $14,500 in 

addition to $14, 500 offered by the Danish Refugee Council. The Holy See has 

sent $10,000 and the Turkish Chamber of Commerce, $2,222. Earlier, the Norwegian 

Refugee Council had announced a contribution of $15,000 (see Press Release REF/373). 

Some 1,000 tents have been offered by Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

of Finland (30), Greece (4oo), Poland (40), Turkey (200) 1 the United Arab 

Republic (300) and Yugoslavia (120). India has promised an unspecified number. 

Provision of tents has been described as essential to the start of the 

repatriation movement, since many of the refugeesr former homes have been 

destroyed. A first consigrunent of 500 tents from the 3,000 reported available 

in the United Kingdom* is now on the way to Algeria, and the League has made 975 

tents available from its stock in Morocco. 

* *** * 

*Press Release REF/379 
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United Nations, N.Y. 
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NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS 

Note No. 2584 
3 May 1962 

WPIX-TV TO TELEVISE UNHCR(RED CROSS FILM ON ALGERIAN REFUGEES 

Yul Brynner is Narrator 

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, New York.) 

"Man is to Man," a 28-minute filmed documentary of the relief operation for 

Algerian Refugees in Tunisia and Morocco, will be telecast over WPIX-TV this Sunday, 

6 May, at 1 p.m. 

Yul Brynner, Special Consultant to the High Commissioner, is narrator of the 

film, produced by the High Commissioner's Office and the League of Red Cross 

Societies. 11The two organizations have carried out jointly since 1959 a massive 

program to provide sustenance and shelter to 200,000 Algerian refugees, whose 

presence in Tunisia and Morocco placed a heavy burden on those countries," the High 

Commissioner's office in New York stated in announcing plans for the telecast. 

The plight of the 100,000 children who make up half the refugee population will 

be shown in scenes depicting special measures to protect their health. 

(The High Commissioner's Office and the League are cooperating also in 

repatriating these refugees to Algeria, as reported in Press Releases REF/372, 375 

and 379·) 

* *** * 
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United Nations, N.Y. 
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Press Release REF/381 
8 May 1962 

UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES ESTABLISHES TEMPORARY 
--~-· . . 

Preparations for Repatriati~-

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugee~, in cooperation with the 

League of Red Cross Soci.eties, has established temporary· information services in 

Morocco and Tunisia to assist journalists, television crews and others interested in 

covering the repatriation movement of 250,000 Algerian refugees.* 

The repatriation of these refugees from Morocco and Tunisia, scheduled to begin 

this month, will be the most important refugee movement organized by the international 

community since the end of World War II, the UN High Commissioner's Office states. 

Stanley Wright, Chief of the Information Service of the High Commissioner's 

Office, began to organize press services in Tunis yesterday { 7 May). With him will 

be a press representative of the League of Red Cross etd Red Crescent Societies. 

Mr. Wright 1 s headquarters will be at the UN Information Center, Tunis, and he will 

have a sub-office at Le Kef, seat of the Tripartite Subcommission. 

In Oujda1 seat of the Tripartite Subcommission for Morocco, Mr. Yassin El-Ayouty 

will spend two months as Information Officer for the repatriation movement from 

Morocco. Mr. El -Ayouty has been seconded from his post at the UN Information Service 

in Geneva. (He may be reached c/o Mr. Jurg Vitanni, Hotel Terminus, Oujda.) 

Movement Plans Described 

A census has been made of all the refugees to establish their areas of origin, 

the High Commissioner's Office has reported. The central Tripartite Commission** 

will coordinate movement to the areas of the refugees' homesteads. The Subcommissions 

in Le Kef (~isia) and Oujda (Morocco) will issue local directives for movement of 

refugees toward assembly areas and will supervise the border crossing points. 

(more) 

*See Press Releases REF/372, 375 and 379. 
**The Tripartite Commission comprises representatives of the French Government, the 

Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's Office. -----
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The Algerian Red Crescent Society, ·in· cooperation with the Moroccan and 

Tunisian Red Crescent Societies and local authorities, will bring together in the 

various assembly areas refugees belonging to the same villages. There they will be 

vaccinated and their , transport to established border crossing points arranged. 

At the crossing points, identiti~s will be checked and the League of Red Cross­

Red Crescent health teams will check vaccinations and the general health of the 

ret,ugees, after which the conveys w-.:.il coni;:."~nue to their destinations. In principle 1 

the convoys will consist of 500 .persons per ~heckpoint each day. Since most of the 

refugees come fro~ frontier regions along the Moror.can and Tunisian boundaries, the 

journey to: their former villages is expected to take only one to two days_. 

Becau.se of the war operations, many villages may ha·.re b~en partly or totally 

destro;)r~~, and tents therefore must be set up to provide provisional s:tlelter. Since 

the reft~ees cannot hope to become self-supporting ~~til next year's harvest, 

organization of basic food distribution is also under way. The .tents and food will 

be provided through the joint UNHCR}League operation carried out since 1959 during . 

the refugees 1 sojourn in Tunisia and :t.iorocco. 

·• 

(Note~ Requests for information about the repatriation movement can be 
addressed to the UNHCR Information Service in Geneva, to UNHCR~ New York, 
to the Director of Information of the League of Red Cross and Red . 
Crescent Societies, or to either of the intormation posts in Morocco 
and Tunisia. The press officers are not spokesmen for the Tripartite 
Commission, their role being limited to facilitating contacts and visits 
to the field in cooperation with the competent authorities.) 
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SWEDISH GROUP TO PROVIDE MILK FOR 

(The f'ollowing vrgs received here f'rom the Of'fice of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

The S'vedish Section of the Lc;.t.heran World Federation today advised the UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees , FeJ.ix S.:hn:yder, that it would provide funds to finance 

operational costs of' milk statio::ls f'or Algeria!l refugee children for "so long as 

the need exists. 11 The church agency had already contributed ¥115,987 to cover 

these costs for the f irst four months of 1962. 

Acknowledging "with deepest gratitude" this decision by the Swedish Section 

of the Lutheran World Federation, Mr. Schny.der noted that during 1961 the agency 

had contributed ~214,416 for the same purpose. 

The High Commissioner stressed that Algerian refugee children 11would continue 

to receive milk as long as they are in Morocco and TunL;ia" and that "special milk 

distributions are also planned at assembly points clos.3 to the Algerian border 

prior to actual re-entry of the refugees 11 to Algeria. 

Present milk stations in Morocco and Tunisia, established as part of the joint 

relief operation carried out since 1959 by the High Commissioner's Office and the 

League of Red Cross Societies, are likely to be required until at least July, 

Mr. Schnyder noted. However, once repatriation begins, there will be a gradual 

reduction in the number of benaficiaries. The continued readiness of the Swedish 

Section of the Lnthersn World Federation to support '1this vital program" was there­

fore of "major import ance, 11 the High Commissioner said. 

* *** * 
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Press Release REF/383 
10 May 1962 

GO'IERNMEtil.rS AND RED CROSS SOCIETIES ASSIST IN REPATRIATION ~N ~ / 
(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees, Geneva.) 

A series of contributions to assist the repatriation of Algerian refugees 

from Tunisia and Morocco was announced today by the UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees, Felix Schnyder. 

A firm offer of 10,000 tents has been received from the American Red Cross, 

in response to recent appeals by the High Commissioner and the League of Red Cross 

Societies for this essential item. 

The Federal Government of Switzerland announced a contribution through Red 

Cross channels of $17,361 toward the repatriation operation. 

The appeals have also met with a ready response in the United Kingdom. 

Edward Heath, Lord Privy Seal, announced today in the House of Commons that the 

United Kingdom Government proposed, subject to parliamentary approval, to purchase 

approximately 500 family-size tents at a cost of $23,500. An advance will be 

obtained from the Civil Contingencies Fund to make possible immediate purchase 

through the British Red Cross Society. 

Mr. Schnyder reported thet his Office and the Leacrue of Red Cross, Red 

Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies had also recieved firm offers of tents from 

Red Cross Societies of the USSR (400) and the United Arab Republic, which offered 

400 tents in addition to 300 promised earlier.* 

* *** * 

*See Press Release REF/38o. 
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Press Release REF/384 
10 May 1962 

(The f ollowi::g was rece i ved here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, Geneva). 

Arrangemer.ts fo~ Tepatriaticn of Algerian refugees in Morocco have progressed 

sufficiently t o permit dispatch of a firs t , experimental convoy of 200 refugees, 

it was Emnou..."lced today by t he Tripartite Repatriation Subcommission in Oujda, 

Morroco. -K· A locc:tl r epresentative of t he UN H1gh Commissioner for Refugees is a 

member of the Subcommi s sion. 

Today1s action will be followed by normal movement, probably beginning 

16 May, in accordance with plans l aid down earlier.** 

* *** * 

*The Tripart i t e Subcommission compr i ses representatives of the French Government, 
the Provisional Executive of Algeria and the High Commissioner's Office. 

**See Press Releases REF/379 and 381. 
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Press Release REF/392 
18 May 1962 

EXECUTIVE COMM!'ITEE OF HIGH CGMMISSIONER'S PROGHAMS COI'l'TINUES 

. DISCUSSION OF:_ AID TO· RE.~TJGEES IN TUNI§IA ANP MOROCCO . 

(The following has been received here from the Office of the UN High Commis­
sioner for Refugees, Geneva}. 

Action taken by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and the league of Red 

Cross Societies in providing shelter and sustenance to 250,000 refugees in Tunisia 

and Morocco was praised by members of the Executive Committee of the 1-~:.gb 

Commiaeioner~a Program yesterday in Geneva. 

Speakers in the discussion also welcomed the beginning of the repatriation 

movement of these refugees. The 25-member Executive Committee, which carries out 

the High Commissioner's programs, began its present meetings in Geneva on 14 May. 

A number of members, expressing hope that the repatriation operation would 

soon reach a successful conclusion, urged that, international aid to the refugees 

should not cease with their entry into Algeria. They noted that the UN General 

Assembly, in a resolution last year,* called upon the High Commissioner's Office 

to facilitate tbe resettlement of these refugees in their homeland. 

Felix Schnyder, the High Commissioner, said that the relief action had "helped 

save human lives and to preserve good will and courage among the refugees." Now 

that repatriation had begun, Mr. Schnyder stressed, it was essential that the 

refugees start their new lives with all the energy and optimism they would need. 

Prince Sad~uddin Aga Khan, Deputy High Commissioner, noted that, as a result 

of the Evian agreement:** this major refugee problem was now in process of being 

solved in tile 11
tr.:)3t snt.'.sfactory way, namely, repatriation. 11 However, the repat­

riation operation was a costly one, he noted, and, apart from transportation costs, 

the High Comrn:i.ssioner 1 s Office already had committed or spent over $4oo,OOO towards 

the program. 

Repatriation from Morocco had already begun, Dr. Henrik Beer, Secretary General 

of the League of Red Cross Societies, noted in a statement to the Executive Committee. 

Movements from the Tunisian side would probably begin in about two weeks, Dr. Beer 

said. He emphasized that the refugees would still need a great deal of assistance 

after they had returned to Algeria, and he expressed hope that the international 

iResolution 1672 (XVI). (more) 
**See Press Release REF/375· 
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Pres s Release REF/396 
4 J une 1962 

PRCGEESS CONTINUES r;r REP.'\TRIATION OF ALGERIAN REFUGEES FROM MOROCCO 

J 
(The f o.llowil!g was r ece:i. ved. here frot"'. t:te !nfo!'cititTou .... Officer with the 

Triparti te Repatriation Subcommission, Oujda, Morocco. ) 

Some 20 7 000 Algeri an refugees had been repatristed f rom ~1orocco by 31 May, 

just 23 da:ce after i r.ception of t he re:pai:riatio?J. program in ".;h9.t count:::-y, it was 

repor t ·2d toaay by Yassin El-Ayouty, Informat i c:-. Officer at Oujda, Morocco. 

Some 8 5 _, 000 refugees are expected to mo•re from Mo:rocco e.nd. 175} 000 from 

Tunisia by t he end of June, when t he repatriation moveme~ts are expected to 

conclude.* 

Moroccan au~horities have granted permi ssion for 30,000 refugee-owilcd animals, 

including l ,OCO cei!I.els, to r eturn to Algeria. Thus thE' situation in Be:cguent and 

El-Aicha has impr oved, after an interru? tion of one week i n re~at:::-iation through 

those toW11s, Mr. El-Ayouty reported. 

(Note: Photographs of t he refugee operution are available from Jean Gorman, UN 
High Commissioner's Office, Ext. 2196.) 

* *** * 

* Press Release REF/379 of 20 April. 
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ISRAEL A!.'ID NORWAY CONTRIBUTE TO ALGERIAN REFUGEE AID 

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has announced recent contribu­

tions from the governments of Israel and No~~ay toward the relief and repatriation 

of Alge~ian refugees. 

More than 2001 000 Algerian refugees in Tunisia and Morocco benefit from the 

operation, carried out jointly by the High Commissioner's Office and the League of 

Red Cross Societies. 

Israel's present contribution of $5,000 follows a donation in 1959 of goods in 

kind valued at $1,507. Norway's special donation of $141 000 toward Algerian 

refugees is over and above that country's contribution of $98,000 to the High Com­

missioner's regular programs. In addition, contributions exceeding $3001 000 have 

been sent by the Noruegian Refugee Council to assist Algerian refugees. 

Announcing these latest donations toward the North African operation, Felix 

Schnyder, the High Commissioner, said he was "impressed, gratified and greatly 

encouraged11 by the way the international community continued to support this "purely 

social and humanitarian venture." 

* *** * 
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18 June 1962 

Sir, 

'' In accordance with the resolUtions adopted by the United Ratione 
General Assembl7, rq Office has tor the put four years endeavoured to 
afford effective assistance to refugees from Algeria in Morocco and 
Tunisia. Under the most recent of those resolutions (resolution 1672 
(XVI)), the High Commissioner~Office is called. upon to play a signiti­
role in the present particul&r ~ important phase ot repatriation of 
Algerian refugees. 

In this oonnexion, I venture to draw your attention to the attached 
interim report which I have just sent to the General AssemblJ' (docU~~~ent 
A/5132). This document contains all the necessary information on the 
developnent or UNHCR 1 e activities in North Africa. It has hitherto been 
possible to carry on this work - a manifestation of interD&tional soli­
darity - onlJ' through voluntary contributions am this will also app~ 
in the future. 

You will ranember that in June 1961 I already had occasion to appeal 
to all governments, Members of the United Nations and the specialized. 
agenciea for support in this work of international assistance undertaken 
by the High Commissioner 1 s Office in conjunction with the League of Red. 
Cross Societies. Thanks to the favourable response of lll&ny goTernmente 
and the resultant effort of solidarity up to earl7 1962, it has been 
possible to cover the cost of this joint action for approxim&telJ' one 
year. 

While a mre detailed financial statement may be submitted later, for 
the time being I shall simply mention the fume needed to proTide the 
refugees with the assistance thq will require until the end of this year, 
after they have returned to their douars. A statement of the SUJI18 involTed 
is attached to this letter. I should merely like to add the following 
explanatory remarks. 

The cost of the repatriation operation has been estimated at onlJ' 
$600,000. It has been possible to keep it at that low level because it 
covers onlJ' the financial needs of the High Commissioner's Office in its 
joint action with the League of Red Cross Societ.iee, the financial par­
ticipation of its partners in the Tripartite Commission being coTered b,y 
the large appropriations proTided by the French GoTernment • 

... ; ... 
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This sum of $600,0001ncludee $200,000 earmarked for the purchase of 
tents. In this connexion, it should be noted that a large proportion of 
the tents needed to provide the refugees with temporary shelter on arrival 
at their homesteads have been provided free of charge by many governm.Eilts 
am national Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The $200,000 required 
for the purchase of about 4,000 more tents have also already been covered 
by voluntary contributions from certain governments. 

Other payments recently made by some government~ will also enable 
the High Commissioner's Office partially to meet the met urgent expenses. 
Nevertheless, to ensure the financing of this humanitarian action as a 
whole it is essential for all governments that are prepared to take part 
in this effort to give it their support forthwith and for those of them 
that have recentzy contributed to re-examine the amount in the light of 
the overall needs described here. 

It should be noted in this connexion that, for the reasons set forth 
in the attached interim report, the assistance it is proposed to give in 
the frontier areas of Algeria will benefit not onzy the refugees, but 
also other groups of the population who find themselves in an equally 
difficult situation. In order to take account of the wishes expressed 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 1672 (XVI), the High Commissioner 
felt that he could not do better than appeal for universal support of this 
wider action undertaken by the League, on which the well-being of those 
who will cease to be refugees on regaining their homes will ultimately 
depend. 

I earnestly hope therefore that the needs of the repatriation operation 
and of the follow-up assistance programne can be entirely covered by govern­
ment contributions •. The suma requirecl amount to $2,600,000, which we hope 
will be supplemented by contributions in kind to the value of $5,760,000. 
Contributions can be sent either to the High Commissioner's Office or, 
particularly in the case of contributions in kind, to the League of Red 
Cross Societies. 

I need hardly emphasize the importance of enlisting the help of the 
international ccmnunity in order to ensure the success of this work until 
the end of the year, because it is quite impossible in the present circum­
stances to know how much the Algerian authorities will be able to earmark 
for this purpose out of the annual ccntr:ibution of 1,000 million New France 
allocated by France to the development in Algeria. 

I do not doubt for a moment that all the countries which have already 
given their generous support to this effort of human solidarity are now 

... ; ... 
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most anxioue !or the work to be brolJ8ht to a successful conclusion am will 
therefore be prepared to "'place the funds needed tor the purpose at the 
disposal o! rq Office. 

We shall thus be able, after having helped these refugees to survive, 
to ensure that they are not abandoned to their rate at the very time when 
they are preparing to reswae a normal lite in their own country. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of ~ highest consideration. 

Felix Schl)1der 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 



Item 

BUDGETARY ESTIMATES 

Number or 
quantit7 

Eet.purchaae 
price cit -
.Algerian port 

Value of eat. 
donation• in 

kind 

.. us $ us $ us $ 
I. Repatriation Operation - (i.e. expenses to be borne b7 UNHCR and 

League of Red Croas Societies) 

Medical te&Illll 
Additional field personnel -
Purchase of tents 
Purchase and operating costa 
of additional vehicle• 

Departure centres 
Transport of refugees 

(including insurance) 
Contingency reserve 

Sub-total 

$ 65,000 
$ 100,000 
$ 200,000 

$ 49,000 
$ 10,000 

$ 85,000 
$ 100,000 

$ 600,000 

II. baistance after repatriation for the Eeriod 1 July to ~1 December 1262 

Relief Suo:Elies 
Wheat 43,200 tons 3,450,000 3,450,000 
»:lible oils 1,800 tons 900,000 900,000 
Pulses 1,800 tons 270,000 270,000 
Powdered milk 1,350 tons 400,000 400,000 
Sugar 1,600 tons 160,000 140,000 20,000 
Soap 450 tons 90,000 90,000 
Blankets 150,000 pieces 300,000 100,000 200,000 
U•ed clothing 1,000 tons 500,000 500,000 
Pure base of cloth and 
local manufacture of,200, 000 pieces 300,000 300,000 
traditional clothing 

Provision of 
temporar.y shelter 300,000 300,000 

SuDElementar.y services 

l!quipment of milk 
300 30,000 30,000 atationa 

Diapensariea and provi-
aion of supplementar.y 160,000 160,000 
medicaments 

Immediate res~ttlement as•iatance 
Prorlsion of simple hand tools, 
seeds, reconstruction material 
group-work projects, self- help, 6oo,ooo 600,000 
etc. 

~pleJDellt&rY Tr&n!Eort 
including maintenance and o)erating 
coat• of Red Croes vehicles 100,000 100,000 

Adm1n1•trative coat• 200,000 200,00Q 
Sub-total 7,760,000 5,760,000 2,000,000 

GRAND TOTAL 7,760,000 5,760,000 2,600,000 



GOVERHMEMTAL CONTRIBUTIONS RmEIVID BI UNHCR FOR THE ALGERIAN 

REFUGEE PROGRAMME 

DURING THE PERIOD 1 JANUARY - 15 JUNE 1962!1' 

In us $ 

Governments Paid Pledged Promised 

Belgium 45,cxx)./ 

Denmark 14,478 
Ghana. .3 ,ooo 
Greece 2,000 
Holy See 10,000 

India .3,667£/ 2,6.3.3£/ 

hrael 5,000 
Norway 14,000 
Sweden 48,.328 
United Kingdom 10,715 
United States 600,000 

~ -----· 

Total 7.37,1S8 19,6.3.3 2,000 

Total 

45,ocxft/ 

14,478 

.3,000 

2,000 

10,000 

6,.3# 

5,000 

14,000 

48,.328 

10,715 
600,000 

758,821 

!/ Contributions made through the League of Red Croea Societies do 
not appear in this list. 

E/ Included as pledge in 1961 figures. 

£1 Contribution in kind included in 1961 figures. 
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AID SOUGHT FOR 600,000 ALGER~ 

Press Release REF/398 
21 June 1962 

UN High Commission for Refugees and League of Red Cross Societies 

Launch Joint Appeal for ~8 , 360,000 Program in Resettlement Areas 

(The following was received here from the Offi ce of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees , Geneva.) 

The ravatriation of Alger i an refUgees f r om Tunisia and Morocco c~~ot be 

dis socia·~ed in its f i:nal phase from the needs of local :populations, the Office of the 

UN Hie-,!:1 ConE!lissioneT for Refugees and the League of Red Cross Societies stated in a 

joint anuounce.iJ£. n i' issued on 20 June. The t-wo organizations are :participating in • 

arrangE-.nents i·::·r ~-he orderly return of t hese r ef ugees in accordance with the Evian 

agreements . 

Felix Schl~ .der (Switzerland ), the High Commissioner 1 has appealed t o governments, 

members of the l ln:i ted Nations, and speciali zed agencies for t heir support in :providing 

a proGram of mate r ial assistance to some 600,000 Algeri ans in areas near the Algerian­

Moroccan and Alge~ian-Tunisian borders, where most of the r efugees are r esettling. 

At t!l= same time , the Lesgue of Red Cross Societ::.es has appealed t o national Red 

Cross, Red Cres cent,Rcd Lion and Red Sun Societies for their suppor t of this opera­

tion. 

The cost of the program ~s estimated at ¥9,36o,ooo, of which ¥2,6oo,ooo is /l 
required i::J. cash and the balance of $5,760, 000 in kind . The operation envisages a 

basic fee~tug program, establishment of jOO milk distri bution cent ers for children, 

and provisi:n of medical care, temporary shelter, clothing and bl ankets. It is 

hoped that simple hand tools and seed can also be :provided, and some individual and 

community projects launched, so as to hasten the moment when these secti ons of the 

population can beccme self-supporting. 

Deputy H~gh Commissioner Cites Preble::!. 

Prince Sadruddi n Aga Khan, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees , recently 

spelled out "the three R's" of the Algerian refugee probl em -- ''reli ef, repatriation: 

and reinstallation.'' 

(more ) 
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Relief and repatriation are "we~l on the way," Prince Sadruddin noted, but 

"we must now look ahead to the first steps toward reinstallation." He pointed out 

that persons uprooted from the border areas would face the same problems as refugees 

returning to those sect:!,ons and therefore also would need aid. Prince Sadruddin 

recalled that the areas involved had been evacuated four years ago because of 

military operations; therefore, the land had remained untended, buildings and wells 

have crumbled, and crops, he said, were "non-existent." 

Announcing repatriation figures, the High Commissioner reported that by 18 June 

32,600 Algerian refUgees had returned home from Morocco and 38,028 from Tunisia, of 

an estimated total of 2001 000 in those countries. 

* *** * 

' ... 

.. 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDE;NT OF THE GENE LY, 

MONGI f:L 1~f (TJNISLtl.), ON AID TO t ERIAN REFUGEES _______ ...__ -----------1---------
I should like to draw the atte~tion of the mem~ ~General Assembly to 

the document distributed, under tba symbol A/5132, by the Secretary-General on 11 

June 1962 at the request of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. This 

document consists of an interim report on the repatriation of the Algerian refugees, 

wh±cb bas become possible e,s a res•.llt of the Evian agreements, proclaiming the cease­

fire in Algeria. These agreements in fact opened the way to the return of the 

Algerian refugees to their own homes and they established a tripartite Repatriation 

Commission, of which the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is a member, 

to organize the return of the refugees to their homes in Algeria in the best possible 

manner. 

It is this happy event which bas led the High Commissioner to submit an interim 

report to member states, setting forth the conditions, jointly agreed on in the 

tripartite Commission, in accordance ~rith which the repatriation of refugees coming 

from Tunisia and Morocco has been taking place since the beginning of May 1962, and 

explaining what are his pressing needs in order to complete his mission. 

The members of the General Assembly will recall that on 18 December 1961, 

during the first part of the present session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 

1672, confirming its earlier resolutions, and r equesting the High Commissioner to 

continue his activities on behalf of these refugees and to use the means at his 

disposal to assist and ensure their orderly return to their homes and also, if it 

should be necessary, to consider facilitating their resettlement in their homeland 

as soon as circumstances permit. 

In the interim report, document A/5132 of 11 June, the High Commissioner, 

stressing the magnitude of the task upon which he has been engaged since the adoption 

ot the Evian agreements, makes an appeal*to all states members of our Organization, 

(more) 

* Additional information about the appeal for aid to Algerian refugees appears :in 
Press Release REF/398, issued today. 
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to endeavor to assist him and to provide him voluntarily with the resources which 

will enable him"to bring to a successful conclusion this great humanitarian task 

which the General Assembly has laid upon him in ~ number of resolutions and parti­

cularly in resolution 1672 (XVI), a task which he and his colleagues have been 

carrying out with a total devotion to which I should like to pay a tribute. 

I should like ·t·o hope . that this appeal will be. heeded and that the international 

community will continue to provide voluntary assistance in such volume that it will 

be possible honora~ly to close a painful chapter in our recent history. 

*"*** * 

· . 
. . 
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REPATRIATED ALGERIAN REFUGEES PASS 100,000 MARK 

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Geneva.) 

More than 100,000 Algerian refugees have now been repatriated, Felix Schnyder 

(Switzerland), UN High Commissioner for Refugees, announced today. 

Mr. Schny~er expressed the hope that if t he present repatriation rate is con­

tinued, the majority of more than 200,000 refugees, who for many years had been 

living in Tunisia and Morocco, would be back in Algeria by 1 July 1962. 

Since the end of April, representatives of the High Commissioner's Office have 

sat on the Tripartite Commission and Subcownissions* charged with repatriation of 

Algeria n refugees. The Office has been assisted by representatives of the League of 

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 

In addition to moving refugees, delegates of the League of Red Cross Societies 

have been in charge of transportation of tents, food distribution, and the orderly 

operation of departure centers through which 10,000 refugees pass each day. 

Since 4 May, Red Cross and Red Crescent medical teams, ~ade available by 13 

national Red Cross Societies, have been providing other necessary medical care. 

Medical personnel will remain until repatriation is completed. 

* *** * 

*see Press Release REF/372 
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Press Release REF/4o3 
3 July 1962 

AUSTRALIA CONTRIBUTES TO REPATRIATION F ALGE...11IAN REFUGEES 

Cash Gift Will Purchase 200 Tents for Returnees 

(The f ollowing W?s received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refu6ees, Geneva). 

Australia has contributed $9,260 to the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees for the purchase of 200 tents for Algerian refugees now 

repat~iating to their homeland. 

R. w. Furlonger, Permanent Representative of Australia to the European Office 

of the United Nations , noted in a statement on 2 July that Australia's gift was in 

response to the High Commissioner's recent appeal on behalf of Algerian refugees.* 

In view of the urgent need, Mr. Furlonger said, his government preferred making a 

cash contribution, which would enable the High Commissioner to purchase the tents 

immediately, instead of waiting for shipment from Australia. 

Felix Schnyder, the High Commissioner, expressed his gratitude for Australia's 

"prompt and realistic response" to his apJleal, and his appreciation of this newest 

demonstration of Australia's "warm and sincere interest" in the work of his Office. 

* *** * \ 

*see Press Release REF/398. 
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REPATRIATION OF 4EGERIAN REFUGEES ALMOST COMPLETE 

(The following was received here from the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
f or Refugees, Geneva.) 

Of the more than 200,000 Alger ians who had sought refuGe in Morocco and 

~unisia, more then 165,000 have now r eturned to Algeria, Felix Schnyder (Switzerland), 

the Uni ted Nations High Commissi oner for Refugees, announced in Ge:..J.eva today. Since 

the f'i rst organized crossing, on 10 May, ll5,000 r efugees have r etuz-41ed f rom 

Tunisi~ anQ 50)000 fTom Morocco. 

T:.te \-tork ol the Tripartite Repatriation Commissions set up by the Evian 

agreey.1entsi(· is thus ::1earing its en<:. Subcommissions op8rating at Oujda, Moroqco~ 
. . . . . 

and Le Kef, Tunisia, ceased operatior.s en 15 July, in accordance with a decision 

of the Cent=~l Repatriation Commission at Rocher Noir, Algeria. The Repatriation 

subconm::..Jsicm at v~-.:erdure, east .Algeria, also has en~ed its ectivi ti;:c. 

Arrangements have been made in Tunisia to permit the return of stragglers 

through Le Kef, where a team composed of Algerian authorities and a delegate of the 

Leaeue of Red Cross Societies will be stationed until 20 July. Similar arrange­

ments will continue until 25 J uly at Oujda, Morocco, when several thousand refugees 

ar e due to return. Aft8r this date, Algerians still in Morocco and Tunisia may 

return to Algeria through normal channels. 

High Commiss ioner Ur~es Support of Scheduled Aid Pr ogram 

Noting that the r efugees have been supplied wi th a month's s tock of provisions 

on t heir departure from Tunisia and Morocco, Mr. Schnyder drew attention, however, 

to the international relief program to benefit the r epatriates and other needy 

members of the population in t he frontier areas of eas t and west Algeria which will 

begin toward the end of July and will be carried out by the League of Red Cross 
Societies. 

Mr. Schnyder has estimated that the r elief operation would cost $8 million, 

incl uding $2,600,000 in cash and the balance in kind. 

(more ) 

* See Press Release REF/372 of 27 March. 
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Mr. Schnyder expressed his gratitude to government;s, to the .League of Red 

Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion end Sun Societies and their national affiliates, 

and to the 11 divers organizations" which, through their direct assistance or through 

contributions in cash or kind, have made it possible to carry out the repatriation 

program quickly and under g-ood conditions, d~spite the very short preparation 

period e.vailable. Mr. Schnyd.er part:· cularly stressed the great assistance given 

this work by the governments and Red Crescent Societies of Murocco ru1d Tunisia. . 

* *** * 




