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. Secretary-General,

As discussed, I attach a note on the
two NGO conferences proposed for Asia, in
1998 and 1999.

Please advise.

Thank you.

G. M. Sorensen
23 September 1997



WORLD NGO CONFERENCE

Osaka, Summer 1999

This is envisaged as a relatively small gathering, convened
by UNU, which would last three to five days, with some 300 to 500
participants representing NGOs working in such fields as peace,
human rights, development and the environment, but also research
institutions, corporations, foundations, local governments and
the media. Sponsorship from major NGDs and other sources will
be sought. The Japanese government would most likely be making a
contribution in kind.

The Conference would focus on building partnerships between
civil society and the UN system. The UNU believes that it has a
distinct comparative advantage in providing academic resources
for a rather conceptual discussion. A first preparatory meeting
was held in Tokyo, at UNU headquarters in September 1996. A
second will be held in Geneva in November, which I have been
asked to join. As it directly follows the CONGO board meeting, I
propose to accept. w

GLOBAL CONFERENCE OF NQOs

Seoul, May-June 1998

The prime mover on this initiative is Chancellor Young Seek
Choue of Kyung Hee University, who also presides over the
International Association of University Presidents. It is,
therefore, envisaged as an NGO-led affair, but with some
involvement of the United Nations, whose officials have been
providing advice to the Chancellor. The organizers are hoping
that more than 2,000 representatives of NGOs, mostly those in
consultative status with ECOSOC or in association with DPI wouldi
attend. They have also invited the Secretary-General to open the
Conference. '

The theme of the Conference would be "The Quest for Social
Peace--A Global Challenge for the 21st Century". A team of
United Nations officials and UN-affiliated NGOs, traveled to
Kyung Hee University at the beginning of the year at the
invitation to the Chancellor, but not much has happened since.
Focus, rather than good will and financial resources, seems to be
lacking.

REMARKS

At first glance, it would seem somewhat redundant that two
major international NGO encounters should be held in the same
region a year apart. They are however, rather different in
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nature ..and scope. We can, and should, participate in the UNU's
efforts. We should, in particular, ensure that it seeks the
contribution of all the agencies of the UN system. We cannot
p̂goî l̂ ^ proposal, but neither should we
"lE§'|£>6"î  other than -in a purely advisory role
We should alsb:''e'ncouragel contacts between the organizers of the
two "events.

More importantly, serious consideration should be given to
the role,,, if -.̂ any.,, of ...these, two. gatherings in preparing for the
Millennium People's Assembly. The UNU, in particular, is well
' aware of your proposal regarding the Millennium Assembly and
, « 1. <i-1,«-x«5 f^t-, "• "̂ J. r _t *•' " - ** •" " * ' i i ••••*; •» ••••'•' -r-vhbpes^ that' its -Conference can serve as a s preamble ...for it. I
to be able to discuss this matter next month in. Geneva.
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