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· Invitation to address the World Press Freedom Day observa�ce _.--{-1-o S::} "iL-{ 
(7 May 2009)1.----

I have the pleasure to invite you to open the 2009 World Press Freedom Day observance 
on Thursday, 7 May, at 10.00 a.m., in the Trusteeshi Council Chamber. 

This year's commemoration will have as its them€ ":fhe Potential of Media: Dialo ue 
Mutual naerstandjng and Reconciliation". 17he subject was chosen by UNESCO, the lead 
agency in this area. The topic fully resonates with DPI's perception of the media as contributing 
to dialogue and understanding across divides, as well as empowering citizens to be better 
informed and to participate in the decision-making processes of their societies. 

During e high-level o ening segment from 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m., the President of 
the General Assembly, the Chairman of the Committee on Information, the Director of the 
UNESCO New York Office and the President of the United Nations Correspondents Association 
have also been invited to speak. 

For your information, I wquld like to advise that the following eanel discussion wjJl 
!focus on t_!le Arab world. he speakers include: Ms. Alya Ahmed AI-Thani, Counsellor at the 
Permanent Mission of Qatar to the United Nations; Mr. Abderrahim Foukara, Washington 
Bureau Chief of AI Jazeera International; Ms. Mona Eltahawy, an Egyptian Columnist; 
Mr. Ghassan Shabaneh, Assistant Professor of International Studies at Marymount Manhattan 
College; and Mr. Mohamed Adbel Dayam, Middle East and North Africa Program Coordinator 
for the Committee to Protect Journalists. 

· 

I hope that your schedule will permit you to attend the high-level opening segment. The 
significance of your presence will be deeply appreciated by the global media. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Copy to: Mr. Yoon 

F N-e-.d:---. 
Kiyo Akasaka 
29 April 2009 
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Observance of World Press Freedom Day 

Thursday, 7 May 2009 
10:00 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
Trusteeship Chamber 

Scenario 

High-level OJ?ening segment: 10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

Seating arrangement 

Mr. Pioli Ambassador GA President US Gill PI 
Lima Representative 

10:05 a.m. Safety Officer 

SG Ms. Gosselin 

10:07 a.ni. USG/DPI welcome and introduction for Representative of GA President 

10:13 a.m. Remarks by Representative of GA President 

<The Secretary-General arrives at around 10: 10 a.m.> 

10:18 a.m. USG/DPI introduction for the Secretary-General 

10:19 a.m. Remarks by the Secretary-General 

10:24 a.m. USG/DPI introduction for Ambassador Lima 

10:25 a.m. Remarks by Ambassador Lima, Chairperson, Committee on Information 

10:30 a.m. USG/DPI introduction for Ms. Gosselin 

10:31 a.m. Remarks by Ms. Helene-Marie Gosselin, Director, NY Office ofUNESCO 

10:36 a.m. USG/DPI introduction for Mr. Pioli 

10:37 a.m. Remarks by Mr. Giampaolo Pioli, President, United Nations Correspondents 

Association 

10:42 a.m. USG/DPI closes the high-level opening segment 


