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EXCERPTS FROM THE VERBATIM RECORDS OF THE
TWENTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CONTAINING REFERENCES TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL AND TO THE SITUATION IN

VIET-NAM

Opening Meeting

The Temporary President (A/PV.l67ii- at page 7):

"The existence of conflicts such as those in Viet-Nam and the

Middle East has shown how dangerous is the persistence of hotbeds

of tension which, in their turn, generate fresh dangers for mankind."

Mr. Malik. USSR (A/PV.1676 at page 11):

"...The Southern Korean puppet regime has been turned into a willing tool

and accomplice for the policies of the imperialists in Asia. That is

shown by the fact that this puppet regime, on the orders of Washington,

sent 50,000 Southern Korean soldiers as cannon fodder to Viet-Nam to

participate in the aggressive war against the Viet-Nam people, who are

heroically and valiantly fighting for their freedom and independence."

General Debate

Mr. de Magalhaes Pinto, Brazil (A/PV.1677 at pages 9-10):

"...We shall have to consider complex problems, both those which appear

on the agenda of the twenty-third General Assembly and those which do not.

We will have to contribute, directly or indirectly, to the effect that the

Paris negotiations may, within the shortest possible time, bring an end

to the conflict in Viet-Nam."

(A/PV.1677 at page 12)

"In South East Asia, the tragic struggle in South Viet-Nam continues

in full fury and still engages the anxious attention of the world, while in

the Paris talks my Government still presses for a constructive North

Viet-Namese response to our proposals for peace."
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Mr, Rusk. United States (A/PV.l6?7 at pages 21-23):

"I turn now to the strife in South East Asia, where our duty — and

our fervent desire — is to seek an end to the violence with its tragic

suffering and its risks of larger war. We must do all we can to turn

from war to the works of peace.

"In Viet-Nam, the purposes of the United States and its allies are

very simple.

"We want no permanent military bases in Viet-Nam. We are not trying

to take over any part of Viet-Nam, nor do we threaten any legitimate

interests of any nation in Asia. ¥e want no American empire in Asia.

"What we do want is a political solution on honourable terms — a

solution consistent with the safety and national existence of all of the

smaller nations of South East Asia.

"We want to ensure that the people of South Viet-Nam can decide their

own destiny free of force.

"We believe that the question of the reunification of Viet-Nam should

be decided through free choice by the peoples of North and South Viet-Nam

without outside interference.

"We want a settlement on the basis of the 195̂  and 1962 Geneva Agreements.

"These peaceful purposes continue to guide us. Let no one mistakenly

suppose that military pressure or any other kind of pressure can make us

abandon our commitment to help the Republic of Viet-Nam to defeat aggression

from the North and to determine its own future. But in carrying out that

commitment we shall pursue energetically the road to an honourable peace.

"To this end, last March President Johnson excluded from air and naval

bombardment all of Worth Viet-Nam north of the twentieth parallel, an area

containing 78 per cent of the land and an estimated 90 per cent of the

population of North Viet-Nam, He took this step despite the fact that even

today not one square mile of South Viet-Nam is immune from attack. This

major initiative led to the opening of negotiations in Paris last May.

"In the Paris negotiations the United States representatives have offered

a number of specific proposals for de-escalation and a political settlement

of the conflict.



- 3 -

"We have proposed that the demilitarized zone be restored.

"We have proposed that all parties comply fully with the Geneva

Agreement of 1962 on Laos.

"We have proposed that all concerned respect the territorial

integrity and neutrality of Cambodia.

"We have stated our belief that all the South Vietnamese people

should be allowed to participate peacefully in their country's future,

and have reaffirmed our belief in self-determination on the basis of

"one man, one vote."

"We have restated our intention to withdraw our forces from Viet-Nam

as the other side withdraws, as infiltration stops and the level of

violence thus subsides. And we have proposed a number of ways in which

the level of violence in Viet-Wam could be reduced and ultimately ended.

"But Hanoi has rejected all these and many other proposals. We

look to the representatives of North Viet-Wam to indicate how they

propose that the fighting be scaled down. For our part, we are prepared

to stop the bombing the minute we can be confident that this would lead

towards peace.

"But it takes two sides to make peace. The will to peace in the

United States — both among its leaders and its people — is deep and

abiding. An honourable settlement is possible. What remains is for

Hanoi to get down to the serious business of making peace in Paris. It

will find the United States receptive and willing to negotiate in good

faith."

Mr. Ayoune. Gabon (A/PV.167T at page

"With respect to the war in Viet-Nam, we can all take great consolation

from the fact that the belligerents have agreed to undertake a dialogue

around the negotiating table. It can only be hoped that it will not prove

to be a dialogue of the deaf."

Mr. Hilsson. Sweden (A/PV.1677 at page 56):

"The war in Viet-Nam causes horrible sufferings to the Viet-Namese

people on both sides of the demarcation line and exposes the country to



widespread devastation. The talks in Paris have been followed in my

country with great attention. While appreciating fully the difficulties

of those talks, I do not wish to conceal our feelings of regret and

disappointment that as far as is known they have not led to any real

progress. It is clearer than ever that attempts to solve the conflict

by means of continued and increased use of violence are doomed to

failure. Everything must now be done to achieve a peaceful solution.

There is no doubt that a gradual de-escalation of the hostilities would

improve the prospects for such a solution. We have maintained for a

long time that it is incumbent upon the militarily strongest party, the

United States, to take the first step in that direction and to cease the

bombing of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam. It is deeply regrettable

that the bombing halt which began in April is only partial. According

to available information, the total explosive power of the bombs used

over North Viet-Nam has not diminished. In our opinion, the bombing

should be halted today. This would mean a great step towards peace in

Viet-Nam."

(A/PV.1677 at page 67)

"In another part of the world, Viet-Nam, the population is equally

being subjected to inhuman suffering and great parts of the country are

being destroyed as a result of warlike actions. In this case as well,

sympathy and desire to help have given rise to actions and plans to bring

relief. Already at this time, while the war still rages, certain measures

are being taken by such organizations as the Red Cross and UNICEF. These

actions are necessarily of limited scope. When the war is over one day, a

new phase of intensive efforts will begin in order to relieve distress,

reduce suffering, repair material damage and start peaceful reconstruction.

"It is, of course, up to the Viet-Namese themselves to decide what

kind of aid they wish. But the international community must be ready, in

the name of humanity, to help the Viet-Namese people to heal the wounds
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inflicted by the war. The Nordic countries have begun certain

investigations concerning the likely needs for external aid and the

methods to organize a relief action. No definite conclusions can

yet be drawn from these investigations, but obviously an enormous

relief operation will be required which can be made possible only

through common efforts of a large number of countries."

Mr. Amiama-Tio, Dominican Republic (A/PV.16T8 at page 51)

"... we believe that it is most sad that an initiative so filled with good

intentions, such as that formulated by President Johnson concerning the

conflict in Viet-Nam has not as yet been able to achieve the goals of which

the free world has dreamed. Convinced by the teachings of history that

behind the grave divergencies among men and nations there is always within

hands' grasp, when justice impels us, the possibility of finding a formula

that will lead to an honourable solution of the most difficult problems,

I express the hope that the Paris meetings will not defraud the hopes

that have been placed in that important step towards the achievement of

world peace."
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inflicted by the war. The Nordic countries have begun certain

investigations concerning the likely needs for external aid and the

methods to organize a relief action. No definite conclusions can

yet "be drawn from these investigations, but obviously an enormous

relief operation will be required which can be made possible only

through common efforts of a large number of countries."

Mr. Arabi. Libya (A/PV.16T8 at page 12):

"The current peace negotiations between the parties to the con-

flict in Viet-Nam provide us with the hope that they will reach a

just and peaceful settlement of this conflict, which threatens the

peace not only of the Far East but of the entire world. ¥e hope

that the necessary steps will be taken and -that favourable conditions

will be provided in order to reach this settlement."

Mr. AmiaTna-Tio. Dominican Republic (A/PV.16T8 at page 31):

"... we believe that it is most sad that an initiative so filled with

good intentions, such as that formulated by President Johnson concerning

the conflict in Viet-Nam has not as yet been able to achieve the goals

of which the free world has dreamed. Convinced by the teachings of

history that behind the grave divergencies among men and nations there

is always within hands' grasp, when justice impels us, the possibility

of finding a formula that will lead to an honourable solution of the most

difficult problems, I express the hope that the Paris meetings will not

defraud the hopes that have been placed in that important step towards

the achievement of world peace."

Mr. Chalmers. Haiti (A/PV.1679 at page 7):

"Is it not in disregard of the most elementary principles of inter-

national morality and with a view to ensuring the prevalence of imperialism

that there is being waged in Viet-Nam an implacable war, in which both

sides are using the apocalyptic means of destruction invented by modern
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science — a war -that is being waged without truce or respite,

accumulating irreparable ruin and devastation and growing loss of human

life, without heed to the appeals for peace from the highest interna-

tional and spiritual authorities, while in Paris, around the negotiating

table, the same arguments are put forward indefatigable, the two

adversaries taking great encouragement from the fact that the conversa-

tions have not been broken off?

"Should the General Assembly adopt a specific resolution call ing

for a halt in the aerial bombing of North Viet-Nam, on the lines of the

suggestion made by U Thant, and demanding as a reciprocal measure —

may we trust in a spirit of impartiality — the cessation of the infiltra-

tion of North Viet-Namese troops south of the demilitarized zone?"

Mr. Gromyko. USSR (A/FV.1679 at pages V7-50):

"The state of world affairs, as before, continues to a large extent

to be determined by the Viet-Nam war. The position of the Soviet Union

on the Viet-Nam issue is well known. It has been set forth in the

documents of the Twenty-Third Congress of the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union, from the rostrum of the USSR Supreme Soviet, in statements

by the Soviet Government, and on many occasions here at the United Nations.

The Soviet Union firmly sides with the heroic Viet-Wamese people and their

just cause. It extends and will continue to extend every possible aid and

assistance to the fraternal Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam in its

struggle against United States aggression.

"On what grounds does Washington arrogate to itself the right to dictate

to the Viet-Namese how they should settle their internal affairs? Maybe

Washington believes that this right is created by the machine-guns of

American GI's, who for no reason at all get killed in far-away Viet-Nam.

The fallacy of this policy is becoming increasingly clear to the Americans

themselves.

"Is there a possibility of stopping the war in Viet-Nam and ensuring a

political settlement of the Viet-Nam problem? Yes, there is. The well-

known proposals of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

and the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam offer such a possibility.
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"¥hat is needed is that a realistic approach should prevail in

the United States and that all the "ballast which still impedes the

development of such an approach should be resolutely thrown overboard.

The key to productive negotiations lies not in attempts to impose on

the Viet-Namese people the order and the corrupt puppet regimes against

which they are fighting with arms In hand, but in respect for the

inherent right of the Viet-Namese themselves to determine their fate,

without any outside interference; not in the pursuit of military and

strategic positions on Viet-Wamese soil, but in an unconditional

withdrawal of United States troops from Viet-Nam and fulfilment of the

other provisions in accordance with the Geneva Agreements of 195**••

This is the key to productive negotiations. The primary step in this

direction must be a complete and unconditional cessation by the United

States of bombings and other acts of war against the Democratic Republic

of Viet-Wam.

"The essential approach to negotiations — whether they are held in

Paris or somewhere else — may lead to a settlement in Viet-Nani. An end

to United States aggression against the Viet-Waraese people would do a

good service not only to the cause of universal peace but, in our

conviction, to the interests of the United States itself."

Mr. Allen. Jamaica (A/PV.1679 at pages 61-62):

"The tragedy of Viet-Nam is still being enacted. It remains the

hope of my Government that the talks now taking place will truly be

worthy of the designation "peace talks" and that we can achieve the

needed bombing halt and eventual peace in that war-torn land.

"We have long accepted it as a principle that all peoples and nations

should be allowed to exercise the right of self-determination. Pre-

requisites to the effective fulfilment of this right include the non-use

of force in the settlement of disputes and the ability of each State to

maintain friendly relationships with all other States."

Mr. Malik. Indonesia (A/FV.1680 at pages 3-5):

"In our region of the world the war in Viet-Wam continues unabated.
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If not soon arrested, this situation, vhich already obstructs the

attainment of peace in South-East Asia, may well jeopardize the

security of the international community. As long as the national

interests of the Vietnamese people are considered as secondary to the

interplay of outside forces and pressures the problem of Viet-Nam will

remain unsolved. My Government has always maintained that it is the

Vietnamese people themselves who are best able to decide the kind of

peace and stability which they need. It is not for others to prescribe

those conditions for them.

"Peace will not come as long as the road towards it is infested

with instruments of death and destruction. Only after these instruments

have been withdrawn can conditions be created which will lead to the

kind of peaceful settlement that has for so long escaped the Vietnamese

people. Conciliation and mutual understanding will bear the fruits of

peace; coercion and force will merely produce more violence."

Mr. Bamphal. Guyana (A/PV.1680 at pages 38-40):

"Nor can we ignore that the principles of self-determination and

non-intervention which have been breached in Czechoslovakia are no less

threatened by the continuing tragedy of the conflict in Viet-Nam. ¥e

urge on all who have it in their power to contribute to a successful

conclusion to the negotiations now proceeding in Paris the very deep

concern we feel for a swift end to this wasteful conflict on a basis which

ensures a just respect for the rights of all the people of that troubled

land."
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Mr. Luns. Netherlands (A/PV.1681 at page 32):

"Although the subject is not an item on our agenda, the war in

Viet-Nam is ever present in our minds. So far the negotiations in

Paris have hardly progressed. More than ever a speedy and honourable

end to this cruel conflict is imperative. We greatly fear that the

continuation of hostilities will fatally imperil the very existence of

the peoples of Worth and South Viet-Nam. We regret, therefore, that it

has not proved possible for the United Nations to play a constructive

role in furthering a solution to this frightful conflict,"

Mr. Husain. Pakistan (A/PV.1681 at page

"A cruel war continues to ravage Viet-Nam and rebuke the world's

conscience. The hope that the people of Viet-Nam, who have not known

peace for more than a generation, would be allowed to determine their

future without outside interference, on the basis of the Geneva accords

of 195̂ , has not so far been realized.

"The crux is what initial steps should be taken to reach agreement

to open the way for the implementation of the Geneva accords? It is to

this crucial question that the Paris talks must find a speedy answer."

Mr. Iribarren Borges. Venezuela (A/PV.1681 at page 67):

"Viet-Nam and the situation prevailing there continue to be of concern

to the entire world. The lack of progress in the conversations taking

place in Paris increases our concern. Today we reiterate our hope that

the countries involved in that situation will be able to resolve it in

such a way that, after so many years of strife, peace will return to the

embattled territory of Viet-Nam."

Mr. Miki. Japan (A/PV.1682 at pages 12-13):

"One of the problems of the greatest concern to many countries in our

present world is the future course of the conflict in Viet-Nam. It is

encouraging that talks for a peaceful settlement have begun between ̂ he

United States of America and North Viet-Nam. However, the fighting in

Viet-Nam is still going on. Having arrived at this sbage, a political
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settlement in a spirit of compromise on both sides seems after all to be

the only way that will lead the Viet-Wara war to a solution.

"I expressed my hope in this forum last year that both parties would

move together for peace» I do not think that the gap still remaining

between the parties at the Paris talks is so wide that it can never be

closed. I consider that if both sides take a step forward towards each

other, the door will be opened for contacts and substantial talks anong all

the parties concerned. There IB s never been a time when the high

statesmanship of leaders of the parties concerned is required so badly as

today for the securing of peace in Asia. I repeat my appeal to both sides

for further moves to close the gap.

"I believe that, for the solution of the problem of Viet-Nam, peace

should be realized on the basis of the Geneva Agreements under appropriate

international guarantee. Once peace is realized, then all the people of

Viet-Wam should determine their future themselves without any foreign

influence or intervention.

"In any event, a settlement of the Viet-Wam war cannot be a true

settlement unless it is conducive to the lasting peace and security of Asia.

Of course, the basis for such a settlement must be connected to the

stabilization of the life of the people. Japan is, therefore, deeply

interested in the rehabilitation of the area after the war. After peace

is restored, international co-operation on a wide scale will be required

for relief and rehabilitation, not only in Viet-Nam itself, but in the

other countries affected by the war as well — indeed in the whole of the

Indochinese peninsula. It is my hope that an international fund for this

purpose will be established through which nations will be able to channel

their co-operation in a joint and concerted effort. Japan is prepared to

contribute its share to such multilateral co-operation up to the limits

of its capacity.

"Japan, as a nation of Asia, is determined to co-operate to the fullest

possible extent to promote the economic and social development of the whole

region of Asia."

Mr. Guerrero. El Salvador (A/FV.1682 at page 36):

"My Government, which is interested in all the problems of the inter-
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national community, maintains the concern it expressed in the general

debate of the twenty-second session with respect to the war in Viet-Wam.

Of course, we note with satisfaction a new fact: namely, that the

countries involved in that conflict are finally seated around the

conference table in Paris. Although the negotiations may be arduous

and prolonged, the existence of that conference table does open a door,

albeit a very narrow one so far, leading out of the conflict, according

to those who have examined this matter in detail, and the belligerents

say it has no military solution but rather only a political one. Yet

there is no other means of finding a political solution except by

negotiation. We hope that by the twenty-fourth session of the General

Assembly this conflagration in South-East Asia will have been quelled,

for the good .6f the peoples involved and the tranquility of other

peoples which are witnessing this conflict with the fear that it might

spread."

Mr. Pleskot. Czechoslovakia (A/PV.1682 at page 51):

"Recently, world public opinion welcomed with relief and hope the

beginning of direct negotiations between the United States and repre-

sentatives of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam on the possibility of

bringing an end to the war in Viet-Nam. However, these hopes were rapidly

dashed by the intransigent position taken by the United States

delegation, which refuses to halt the bombing of the territory of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and other acts of war against that State.

It is indispensable for the United States to realize that the only road to

halting the bloodshed in Viet-Nam is that of acceding to the rightful claims

of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Mara and the National Liberation Front

of South Viet-Nam, claims based on the Geneva Agreements of 1954. As long

as these claims are not satisfied, the Government and people of

Czechoslovakia will continue to give their support and assistance to the

Vietnamese people in its heroic struggle against United States aggression."
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Mr. Rifa'i. Jordan (A/PV.1682 at page 67):

"In Viet-Ham, war continues and greater suffering and destruction are

witnessed every day. ¥orld public opinion strongly demands that this

destructive war immediately stop, and that no effort or measure be spared

to ensure the success of the Paris peace talks."
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Mr. Yifru. Ethiopia (A/PV.1683 at pages T-8):

"Despite the talks under way in Paris between the United States and

the Democratic Republic of North Viet-Nam, an end to the war in

Viet-Nam does not seem nearer than when the Assembly met last year at

this time. The high hopes which those talks raised when they began some

four months ago are now at a low ebb. It has now become obvious that in

the absence of real and meaningful steps to reduce the level of the

hostilities no real progress can be expected at the Paris talks.

"It is no secret that my Government has felt for a long time — and

we said it here in the Assembly last year — that a halt to the bombing

of North Viet-Nam could be a realistic and meaningful step that would lead

to a process of de-escalation of the hostilities as well as to genuine

negotiation.

"Since the last regular session of the Assembly we have seen that a

partial curtailment of the bombing of North Viet-Nam led to the beginning

of talks. We are even more convinced now that it is reasonable to

expect that if the suspension of bombing covered the whole of North

Viet-Nam the Paris talks, which so far have been more of a soliloquy than

a real discussion, would move to a stage of realistic negotiation of the

real issues involved. It also has to be recognized that if an acceptable

solution is to be worked out all the parties to the conflict will have to

be brought into the discussion at some stage or other.

"In the long run, however, there can be no denying the fact that the

Viet-Nam problem has to be solved on the basis of the free expression of

the will of the Viet-Namese people. It is also important that this

expression should not be tampered with or forcibly bent in any direction

by outside forces if the decision is to be that of the Viet-Wamese people

alone, and thus binding on all concerned. ¥e have always believed that

the Geneva Accords of 1951*- could serve as an acceptable practical basis for

the expression of the Viet-Namese people's choice as regards their future

and the political and social organization they want to adopt."

Mr. Debre. France (A/PV.1683 at pages 27-28):

"... The Viet-Nam war, the Biafra tragedy, the Czechoslovakia crisis — in

appearance all quite different, and each on a different continent — none



the less have a point in common: They illustrate our impotence in the

face of the violations of the fundamental principle of peace.

"The war in Viet-Nam illustrates a people's difficulty in itself

determining its own regime in the presence of foreign interference. This

year again we must note an accumulation of devastation and loss of life.

The continuation of this war, whatever its causes may have been, runs

counter to common sense.

"France has for a long time defined the road which it considers to

be the true road to peace. The conditions for an over-all political

solution do not seem to us to have changed. In 1954 agreements were signed

in Geneva to end a trial with which my country has many reasons to be fami-

liar. It is through the implementation of those agreements that in our

opinion the bases for a permanent settlement must be sought,

"As for the initiative that would at least prevent the conflict from

spreading, that is to say, the halt of the bombing that is ravaging North

Viet-Nam, reason permits us to hope for it on the part of one of the

greatest Powers of our time,

"In order to meet and to negotiate, the two countries chose the city of

Paris, This choice imposes discretion upon me today, but it makes

especially fervent the wishes that I formulate for the earliest possible

success of these conversations and the re-establishment of peace in the

Indo-Chinese peninsula. After that it will be necessary to count the dead

and the ruins, to bind up the wounds, to rebuild and re-establish harmony,"

Mr. Laraki. Morocco (A/PV.1683 at page 52):

"Although it is not included in the agenda of the General Assembly, the

question of Viet-Nam continues to have serious repercussions on the atnosphere

in which we carry out our work as well as on international relations. The

war is still going on in that country despite the constant efforts undertaken

on all sides to set under way a process that will lead to peace. The

Government of His Majesty the King profoundly deplores that tragic situation —

all the more since the opening of talks in Paris between the parties concerned

had recently allowed us to believe that there would be a progressive reduction

in the fighting and an end to the conflict in the near future. Despite the

risks and difficulties that still exist, we express the hope that the
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conversations -which are taking place at present in Paris will speedily

lead to a peaceful and honourable settlement of the conflict that will

make it possible for the people of Viet-Nam to decide their own future

without any foreign interference."

President Tombalbaye, Chad (A/FV.l681f at pages 6-7):

"However, these achievements to the benefited mankind do not close

our eyes to the flagrant conflicts which are the source of untold misery,

which disturb man's conscience and still, in one way or another, await an

adequate solution. They strike the very hearts of men who, looking towards

the future, thought they had seen indications of a bloody world catastrophe:

the vexed matter of Nigeria, the dramatic Israeli-Arab conflict, the

faceless Viet-Nam war, where Americans and North Viet-Namese are "chasing

the tiger", to use the expression of an American author."

Mr. Pipinelis. Greece (A/PV.1684 at page 22):

"Since peace is an indivisible notion, the continuation of the war in

Viet-Wam natural.ly gives rise to concern. The increasing tempo of material

destruction and suffering and the terrible loss of life must affect very

deeply all peace loving peoples. Hence the widespread satisfaction when,

a few months ago, following serious peace proposals repeated on several

occasions from this very rostrum by the United States of America, negotia-

tions began in Paris, It is disappointing, however, to note that five

months later these negotiations are making no headway. The limitation of

bombings by the United States has not been met with a reciprocal gesture on

the part of North Viet-Nam; on the contrary, it has simply increased

infiltration by its troops and intensified attacks against civilian centres

in the south.

"Hanoi's accusations about the so-called imperialist designs of the

Western Powers cannot disguise the fact that it bears a share of the

responsibility for the continuation of the war in Viet-Nam and the prolon-

gation of the sufferings inflicted upon the people of that unfortunate

country,"
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Mr. EL Amin. Sudan (A/FV.1684 at pages 33-36):

"Turning now to the raging war in Viet-Nam one wonders whether the

pledge of the Charter has been rendered devoid of all relevance and

meaning; for the scourge of war has blighted for years the land and the

valiant people of Viet-Wara with scarcely any demur from the United Nations.

This brutal war, waged by the powerful United States of America in pursuit

of its own ends, is morally condemnable and should be so condemned as an

unjust colonial war of aggression.

"The war in Viet-Nam has been condemned not only by the younger

generation and by thinking men and women in all walks of life in the United

States, but by countless others both within the United States and outside

it. Opposition to that war has mounted with every escalation undertaken

by the United States in its vain hope that the destruction of crops and the

devastation of the land will break the spirit of the Vietnamese people.

Yet, the heavy tonnage of explosives, the napalm that has been showered

on Viet-Nam, North and South, seem to have been ineffective. In fact the

Vietnamese people have shown every sign of increased determination to

continue their struggle.

"The war in Viet-Nam is no longer a civil war. It has now become a

colonial war to which the United States has committed more of its armed

forces than it had done in Korea, more in fact than it had done in any

other war except the two world wars* The United States, which has spent

billions of dollars on instruments of war and destruction, would do well to

recall its forces and stop its intervention, and spare the lives of the

Viet-Namese people as well as the lives of its own people.

"We are aware that such a demand may be construed as one-sided — as

indeed it is. We are on the side of the people of Viet-Ham in their struggle

against colonial domination. The Viet-Namese, whether from the north or the

south, are one people. They are a people which has suffered a great deal in

the struggle for freedom. It ought to have been obvious that foreign

intervention would only exacerbate the differences and disagreement between

the two parts of the country and result in war and destruction. It is time

that the people of Viet-Nam were left free to shape their own destiny. This

is their right."
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Mr. Kar.ialainen. Finland (A/FV.1684 at pages 48-50):

".., on the issue of Viet-Nam, the Finnish Government has consistently

supported the proposals of Secretary-General U Thant that the bombing of

North Viet-Nam should be halted and all military activity reduced, so as

to prepare the ground for a peaceful settlement that would enable the

people of Viet-Nam to determine their future without interference or

pressure from outside."

Mr. Mohale. Lesotho (A/FV.1684 at pages 65-65):

"It is with equal shock that we view the loss of life and tragic

sufferings of the Viet-Namese people, and my GovernnEnt hopes that the current

efforts to achieve peace in Viet-Nam will succeed in restoring peace and

ending the bloodshed which has for such a long time tortured the conscience

of the world."
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Mr. Valdes. Chile (A/PV.1685 at pages Uj-

"We regret that the conversations to "bring about peace in Viet-Nam

now going on in Paris have still not achieved any results. The fact that

they are continuing indicates that there is some interest in solving and

putting an end to this cruel martyrdom. But at the same time it shows

that every death and all the suffering is already useless even in terms of

strategy since positions are no longer changed. We hope that this vill

be the last year when we will have to come to this Assembly without having

a solution to this conflict arrived at in accordance with what the people

of Viet-Nam freely choose to have and decide. The continuation of this

war has evoked moral weariness in all of mankind which, more than any other

force, will soon make it necessary to put a speedy end to this conflict."

Mr. Anin, Ghana (A/PV.1685 at page k6):

"In the present gloomy international atmosphere of strife and tension,

there is a universal feeling of anxiety, despair and insecurity. The grim

struggle in Viet-Nam, the unsettled conditions in the Middle East, the

tragic conflicts in Africa and the recent invasion of Czechoslovakia are

constant reminders of the grave threats to international peace and security

that ominously hang over us. The most disturbing aspect of this situation

is that there does not appear to be any immediate prospect of a peaceful

settlement of these apparently intractable problems. It is a matter of

regret that the United Nations is often denied the support and the moral

authority to exert its salutary influence in these troubled areas of the

world."

(A/PV.1685 at pages 53-56)

"The announcement last April of the decision by the United States and

Worth Viet-Nam to hold talks preparatory to a peace conference was received

with great relief and expectation. The step taken by the United States

Government to effect a partial halt in the bombing of North Viet-Nam was

then widely acclaimed as a positive step in the right direction. Contrary

to our expectations, these exploratory talks in Paris have not made any

progress towards ending the fighting in Viet-Nam. The talks have been

regrettably protracted and appear to be in a stalemate.
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"In support of the stand taken by our Secretary-General, the Ghana

delegation appeals to the United States to make yet another bold gesture by

announcing a total halt to the bombing of North Viet-Nam. In the viev of

my delegation, such a step would go a long way towards creating a favourable

climate for peace negotiations as a step towards a permanent settlement. We

also call upon the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam to reciprocate positively

if such a gesture is made by the United States. We all fervently look

forward to the day when the people of Viet-Nam, with the return of peace to

their war-torn country, will have the opportunity of deciding their own

destiny, free from foreign interference and control."

Mr. Hartling. Denmark (A/PV.1685 at pages 71-72):

"It is a tragic fact that the war in Viet-Nam has not been brought to

an end, and that the sorely tried people of Viet-Nam still have to live

under the horrors of war. Denmark maintains its repeatedly stated opinion

that only negotiations can lead to a lasting peace in South-East Asia, and

that a complete cessation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam is an essential first

step. One encouraging development is that since the last General Assembly

the bombing has been stopped partially, and that this, in turn, has led to

direct talks in Paris between the United States and North Viet-Nara. We hope

that the parties involved will live up to their responsibilities towards

the harried people of Viet-Nam and towards mankind, and that they will seize

the opportunity offered by this direct contact to definitely move the conflict

from the battlefield to the negotiating table where, of course, all concerned

must be willing to make concessions."

"When hostilities cease, concerted and large-scale efforts must be made

to relieve the human distress inflicted on the civilian population and to

rebuild the country. As already mentioned by my Swedish colleague the

Nordic countries have initiated investigations concerning the likely needs

for external aid and the methods by which to organize a relief action. From

statements in this general debate we have been gratified to understand that

similar plans are under active consideration in other countries."

Mr. Brewah. Sierra Leone (A/PV.1686 at pages 26-27):

"With respect to Korea and Vietnam, the concern of my Government over
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our failure in this Organization to fulfil our obligations to the People's

Republic of China in no way lessens the concern and anxiety we feel over

the problems affecting the happiness, welfare and stability of the Korean

and Viet-Nam Republics, respectively. We may be the least competent of

States, at this juncture in time, to offer any form of counsel, least of

all censure, to those powerful external forces whose ideological, military,

strategic, economic and other undeclared interests have clearly militated

against the settlement of these long-standing feuds between brothers of the

same household. The unification of these two countries, Korea and Viet-Nam

respectively, which, until less than twenty years ago, were each one and

indivisible, their peoples, brothers and compatriots within one common body

politic, is as much our concern as is the problem of any African State.

"The dedication of my Government to the principle of "malice towards

none and charity to all", leaves us with no other option but to join our

voices with all peace-loving Member States which, in this Assembly over the

years, have sought to arouse the conscience of the two super-Powers of the

world — the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics — to relax the positions they have long held with respect to

these two groups of States.

"Let us spare no energy, relax no effort, until the peace-loving peoples

of Viet-Nam and Korea are once again united in their traditional bonds of

harmony and fraternity."

Mr. Eban. Israel (A/PV.1686 at page 28):

A similar conclusion flows from the continuation of the war in South-East

Asia, on which the United Nations has had no effect. Here, at least, the

opening of direct talks has evoked profound relief. In this, as in all other

conflicts, there can be no peace without agreement, and no agreement without

negotiation. But while the talks go on, the bombs, the shells and bullets

reap a deadly harvest. There is no cease-fire; and although there is a wide

consensus for de-escalation, this has not yet led to any operative agreements.

The need is urgent for the establishment of peace on the basis of the Geneva

Agreements, in conditions which would let the peoples of Viet-Nam, South and

North, determine their future, free from intimidation or constraint."
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Mr. K.lartansson. Iceland (A/PV.1686 at page 57):

"A major conflict that has proved "beyond the means of the United Nations

to stop is the devastating var in Viet-Nam. The fighting and destruction

go on vith unabating fury, and the loss of human life is a tragic and appalling

spectacle. Earlier discussions of the issue here in the General Assembly

had made it clear that a majority of the Governments of the vorld have been

deeply troubled by the growing intensity of the conflict. All the same, the

United Nations has been powerless to reverse the trend or to produce a

negotiated settlement, despite the noble, selfless and sometimes thankless

initiatives and efforts of the Secretary-General to bring the conflict to the

conference table. Some hopes were raised, however, with the opening of

preliminary peace talks in Paris, between North Viet-Nam and the United

States. Although the talks have now dragged on for some months without any

tangible results, it is the sincere hope of the Government of Iceland that

they will soon result in the establishment of a cease-fire, paving the way

for negotiations towards a peaceful settlement."
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Mr. Medici. Italy (A/FV.1687 at page 26):

"Another serious problem which is of great concern to us is the

conflict in Viet-Nam. Although the United Nations was unable to take

any direct action in this regard, the debates in this Hall and the

pressure of world public opinion undoubtedly contributed to the start of

the Paris negotiations.

"We have always maintained that there must be a political and not a

military solution to the conflict. We have associated ourselves with

those who consider that the 1954 Geneva Agreements offer the basis for a

negotiated settlement. Yet we are deeply distressed to note that the

negotiations are proceeding with exasperating slowness. We are particularly

concerned to note that, at the military level, the first significant United

States gesture has not been followed by the progressive reduction in

hostilities that we had a right to expect.

"We feel, therefore, that the time has come for an urgent appeal to

the parties so that, through reduction in military operations, the way may

be prepared for a solution which would finally ensure a return to peace."

Mr. Sharp. Canada (A/EV.168? at page 36-37):

"It is deeply discouraging that no tangible progress has been made

towards a negotiated settlement in Viet-Nam. The high hopes universally

aroused by the initiation of the talks in Paris reflected the overwhelming

desire of mankind to see this agonizing and destructive conflict brought

to an end.

"While it is appropriate that this body should be concerned with the

situation in Viet-Nam, responsibility rests in the final analysis with the

two sides to the conflict. Canada has already expressed the view that

the bombing of North Viet-Wam should stop. That is an essential first step.

But a political settlement requires a general military de-escalation, and

North Viet-Wam must demonstrate its willingness to contribute to this

process."

Mr, Hasluck. Australia (A/PV.1687 at pages 57-61):

"The future of the region will be greatly, in our view, affected by

the outcome of the conflict in Viet-Nam. For some years past the North



Vietnamese and persons trained, directed and co-ordinated by them have

engaged in a. programme of infiltration, subversion, and ultimately armed

invasion of the South, taking advantage of the tropical terrain and of

the techniques of guerrilla warfare. They have followed a policy of

terrorism and sabotage, with the deliberate purpose of eliminating local

officials and leaders of national culture, of frightening off the

populace from supporting the regime, and of destroying the factories,

bridges, and other things necessary to contribute to the economy and

administration. It has been a campaign to destroy South Viet-Nam!s

economy and administration so as to prevent the people from choosing any

future other than a communist one; to attempt to create such a state of

despair that the people will settle for anything, however unpalatable, in

order to have an end to the present state of affairs.

"The internal situation of the Republic of Viet-Nam has to be judged

against that background. The majority of the population have remained

loyal to the Government. Elections from the local level up to those for

the Presidency were held last year. Though the communists launched a

wide attack on the cities last March — the so-called Tet offensive —

and though they called on the people and armed forces to rally to them and

confidently expected them to do so, the people nevertheless continued to

support the Government in Saigon. The failure of that Tet offensive demons-

trated that the great majority of the people of Viet-Nam do not support

the communists — though of course that fact will carry no weight with

those who believe in the right of a dedicated minority to impose its will

on the majority even if force and terror have to be the instruments. I

repeat, the majority of the South Vietnamese people have shown clearly they

do not want communism. Those countries which are giving military support

to the Republic of Viet-Nam, including Australia, are helping a country which

is the victim of aggression from another State, North Viet-Nam, and are

trying to preserve the freedom of choice about their future for the people

in the South.

"Talks are at present taking place in Paris between representatives of

the United States of America and of North Viet-Nam, with the objective of

opening a way to a settlement. I hope they will be the first step on the

road to a just and lasting settlement. In the meantime, fighting continues



in Viet-Nam with continuing loss of life and a continuing destruction

which we all deplore. I hope that there can be reciprocal reduction in

warlike acts — and I emphasize the word "reciprocal", "because it would

not be fair or safe for one side only to make the reduction without any

response from the other side. In saying that, I recognize quite clearly

that the solution in Viet-Nam has to be a political one. The Republic of

Viet-Nam, the United States, Australia, and the others with them, are not

aiming at a military solution in the sense of conquest and an imposed

peace. We have publicly stated, again and again, that there is no desire,

no intention to destroy or replace by force the communist Government of

North Viet-Nam. President Johnson has even offered to include communist

Viet-Nam in a programme of international economic assistance for the

reconstruction and development of the region if an acceptable settlement

is achieved. It is North Viet-Nam that is trying to win a military

settlement. It is they who have as a war aim the destruction of the

Government of the Republic of Viet-Nara and the complete take-over of the

country regardless of the will of the people.

"¥e all want the fighting in Viet-Nam to end. But it is important

how it ends. If it ends in one way, it means a set-back to hopes in Asia;

it means a perpetuation, over a longer period, of the conflicts and the

crises in Asia; it means the subjection of millions of people in Asia;

it means a deterioration in the prospects of global as well as regional

security. That would be the result if it ended in one way. But if it

ends in another way, with the people of South Viet-Nam able to choose their

own future freely, it means that the chances are increased of lessening the

crisis and of moving more hopefully towards some better future."

Mr. Abdoulaye, Guinea (A/PV.1688 at pages 25-25):

"Although the question is not on the agenda, how can we not express

our profound disquiet at the continuation of the war in Viet-Nam despite

all the indignant protests on the part of the entire world? The majority

of States represented here must recognize themselves in Viet-Nam because —

and experience proves this — each one of them might one day see a great

Power from one day to the next wishing to ravage its soil.

"The peace conversations in Paris which the world greeted with such
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fervour and hope seem to be failing more each day. The Government of

Guinea feels that the restoration of peace in Viet-Nam must be based

on the unconditional and complete cessation of the bombings of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the return to the Geneva Accords.

"The United States of America must understand that it is in the

service of world peace and in the service of its own greatness to make

the gesture that all the world is waiting for — to put an end to that

cruel war, an end to a martyrdom of a people which only aspires to live

in peace and liberty, a people which we greet and salute with respect

and deference and admiration."

Mr. Gregoire. Luxembourg (A/FV.1688 at pages 27-28):

"In Viet-Nam too, human suffering and material destruction have

ceaselessly continued since the General Assembly met a year ago. The

Vietnamese people, already so sorely tried, continues to suffer the

terrible consequences of the inexorable military confrontation.

"It is true that the United States took an important first step toward

peace when, on 31 March, it limited the bombing of North Viet-Nam. This

courageous political act made possible the start of the Paris talks, and

we hope that these will lead soon to genuine negotiations.

"The Government of Luxembourg Is convinced that only a negotiated

solution of the conflict can bring a just peace to that so sorely tried

region of the world. It is for this reason that I renew my appeal to the

United Nations, urging that it bring all its influence to bear in order

to hasten the political settlement of the war."
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Mr. Harmel, Belgium (A/PV.1689 at page 7):

"Finally, on the third subject, a hope was born for the pacification

of South-East Asia: President Johnson stopped the bombing of the major part

of North Viet-Nam; he wanted to devote the last months of his term of office

to the search for peace. In Paris negotiations began and caused us to hope

that by new generous acts of clear-sighted policy the conflict might soon be

brought to an end, I cannot but recall that three years have elapsed since

the conscience of the world was expressed here through the voice of Pope

Paul VI, and we heard his appeal to stop and negotiate."

Mr. Khoman, Thailand (A/PV. 1639 at pages 27-31):

"Similarly, in South-East Asia there are those who claim to follow a

progressive course but who in fact cannot shake themselves free from the

most obnoxious tradition of the past: colonialism. Their aims are

merely to step into the shoes of the Western colonialists who have already

left the region and thus to prolong, if not to perpetuate under a new label

and false pretences, the old-style colonialism. Pretending to be progressive

and even revolutionary, the totalitarian regimes in Asia are in fact the

most reactionary and retrograde that have ever existed. For under the

misnomer of national liberation, they seek nothing more than to impose their

control and domination over unwilling peoples by committing brazen aggression

as well as subversive and other illegal activities against South Viet-Nam,

against Laos and even Cambodia, as well as against many other South-East

Asian countries, including my own. Because of such shameless actions, a

war is now raging in Viet-Nam, from which the aggressors must be repelled.

For the same reason North Viet-Nam, one of the sources from which aggression

was launched has been subjected to air attacks to reduce its capability to

commit further depredations and unwarranted assaults against the South.

The bombing of military installations in the North has produced the desired

result and has induced the aggressive regime of Hanoi to agree to enter

into preliminary talks instead of persisting exclusively in obtaining a

military solution to the Viet-Nam situation. The bombing is therefore not

an end in itself, but a means to bring about the peaceful conclusion of

the conflict. Those who are realistic and who genuinely desire peace —

a full and complete peace, not half a peace — will urge not only the

cessation of air bombardment of North Viet-Nam but also the immediate halting



of indiscriminate slaughter of innocent civilians, of women and children

in many cities of Sout Viet-Nam by aimless rocket attacks and mortar fire

by the communist attackers. The peace-loving people of South-East Asia,

who abhor the war which has been imposed upon them by those who seek to

satisfy their lust for conquest, want an end to the fighting, not merely

in the air over North Viet-Nam but everywhere in South Viet-Nam, in Laos

and in many other places in Asia. Therefore those who truly and honestly

stand for peace will not fail to apply a single moral standard of judgement

to all acts of war now being perpetrated in South-East Asia. Otherwise,

the suffering people of Asia will look upon them as blatantly false

prophets of peace seeking to further their selfish personal or ideological

aims.

"Already the restrictions in air attacks against North Viet-Nam have

given the Hanoi regime considerable advantages which an impartial analyst

of the Asian situation, Professor P.S. Honey, described as relieving the

tension in the population of North Viet-Nam, enabling the Hanoi authorities

to repair shattered communications and to restore the heavily damaged port

of Haiphong to normal use as the principal inlet for foreign aid.

"If, therefore, a total halt in the bombing of North Viet-Nam without

a corresponding communist reduction in the hostilities in South Viet-Nam

were to occur, it would only have the effect of increasing the war potential

of the Hanoi regime and that of the Viet-Cong with incalculable risks for

the defensive side in South Viet-Nam.

"Furthermore, a one-sided halt in air attacks against the North will

not bring about an end to the hostilities. As can be judged by the attitude

at present adopted by the North Vietnamese in the course of the current

talks in Paris and the recent statement by the Soviet Foreign Minister,

the other side will almost certainly claim that even such a concession will

not be sufficient to induce Hanoi to negotiate more seriously and in

substance. The North Vietnamese will require further concessions, such as

the recognition of the National Liberation Front as the sole qualified

representative of the South Vietnamese people, and the complete withdrawal

of external forces which are helping South Viet-Nam defend its independence

and integrity.

"To consent to those demands would be hardly different from surrender.
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In order to accomplish such a purpose, I believe that the South Vietnamese

would need no help from outside. If they wished to do just that — which I

know they do not — they could do it themselves. They would require no

assistance from the United Nations, or from any other Government. The

nations of Asia, and now those of Europe, are fully conscious of the

limitations of the world Organization and are aware that the United Nations

cannot save them from external aggression or internal subversion. All

they ask is that no arrangement be made under the blue banner, or any

national flag, serving as a flag of convenience for the smooth delivery

of free nations to aggressive totalitarian regimes,

"Under existing circumstances, peace will be restored in Viet-Nam

and in the rest of South-East Asia only if North Viet-Nam and its supporters

renounce their designs of expansion and conquest, or if their capacity to

carry out these nefarious schemes has become substantially reduced. In

the meantime, the defending free nations have no alternative except to

persist in their present heavy responsibility."

Mr. Riad, United Arab Republic (A/PV. 1689 at page 45):

"We have also been following, with grave concern, the developments

in Asia, On every occasion we have insisted that the United States put a

complete and final end to the bombing of the Democratic Republic of Viet-

Nam, in order to achieve peace in Viet-Nam and to enable the people of

Viet-Nam to decide their own future."

Mr. Kamanga, Zambia (A/PV. 1690 at pages 17-18):

"The question of Viet-Nam casts a very dark shadow on the history of

mankind. In that situation the basic question is one of self-determination

for a people.

"Here we see one of the militarily and economically biggest Powers

on our planet combating a young nation, whose resoluteness cannot be

subdued through gun power. If only we mortals could one day realize that

the human quest for freedom cannot be extinguished through physical injury,

then some of these problems would not arise.
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"Zambia has always held and still holds that peace would be possible

in Viet-Nam if the invading forces realized and accepted the following

facts:

"First, the Vietnamese have a right, like anybody else, to determine

the course of their own history. Those who tell the world that they are

in Viet-Nam to serve the cause of democracy should know that you cannot

bring democracy to a country if you are out there deciding the content of

the democracy you would like to see there. It is a legitimate democratic

right for the Vietnamese to choose their own system. Herein lies the

root of self-determination;

"Second, the National Liberation Front is a legitimate force in the

South Vietnamese political system and as such the world should not pretend

to be oblivious of the fact that that Organization will have a great impact

on the course of the history of that country;

"Third, a peaceful solution involving a democratic sounding of the

thinking of the South Vietnamese on their future is a necessary step.

"Zambia is happy that peace talks have opened in Paris, but we can

never be complacent about their success until we see a more serious and

determined effort among those attending the talks to move fast to eliminate

the root causes of the war, which has already claimed a high toll of

innocent civilians. As things stand, we are saddened to note that as the

talks go on, someone else in power is saying that his country's withdrawal

would not be effected without honour. • Human history shows us that when

leaders start to talk in those terms the sentiments of nationalism and

the elusive concept of power can dangerously overlook the basic human

feelings. There must therefore be renewed efforts to find a peaceful

solution to the problem."

Mr. Pazhwak. Afghanistan (A/PV. 1690 at pages 42-50):

"We deplore the situation in Viet-Nam, as we would any hot war. No

situation has so continously impaired international relations as has this

tragic and pointless war. For twenty centuries the Viet-Namese people

have been deprived of the opportunity of deciding their own fate, having

been subjected to the interfering domination of Asian, European and American

Powers. In this twentieth century, it should be demanded that the pestilence

of 2,000 years be ended and the people of Viet-Nam be enabled to decide

their own fate and determine their own future.
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"When the first direct contacts were made in Paris, all who believe

in the solution of problems through negotiation were greatly relieved.

As long as these negotiations continue, we shall not allow ourselves to

be discouraged. In the meantime, no effort should be spared to ensure

the success of the Paris talks.

"Before the possibility of such talks was known we favoured all

suggestions which might lead to direct contacts between the parties

concerned, including the suggestion of the Secretary-General to halt the

bombing of the North. We continue to favour such suggestions, if they

will bring the restoration of peace on the basis of the Geneva Agreements*

Let me add, with all humility and with full awareness of the complexities

involved, that if the opportunity is once more lost, if lack of under-

standing results in the failure of the Paris talks, then the result will

be more bloodshed and untold misery for the Viet-Namese people, consequently

greater discord even on the restoration of such contacts and therefore

increased tension in the world and a prolonged hot war.

"If we are in earnest in our desire to seize every available

opportunity, we should take a further step with a new attitude while the

preliminary talks are still going on.

"I have taken it upon myself to speak on this issue and in the way

that I will, with full awareness of all the complexities and the difficulties,

as I said, and fully aware of how loosely the word "naive" has been used

when somebody has come with a sincere proposal. Therefore, there should

not be any mistake about that.

"For reasons known to all of us, the United Nations, in the present

circumstances, cannot exercise any authority in connexion with the war in

Viet-Wam. However, if it is possible to deny the competence or disregard

the recommendations of the Organization for any reason, in any situation,

no one can deny the moral authority of the United Nations. Though it is

true that no organization can take effective steps on a matter not on its

agenda, particularly if all parties concerned are not members of that

organization, it is equally true that a major problem of a hot war cannot

be ignored by any individual nation or by any assembly of nations.

"Though not on the agenda, the question of Viet-Nam has been mentioned

in every statement made from this rostrum. On the strength of the moral

authority of this assembly of nations, — I repeat, of this assembly of
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nations; not this Assembly of the United Nations, but of this assembly

of nations — an appeal can be directed to all those directly involved

in the war to think of arranging a cease-fire and to escalate the scope

of the negotiations.

"On certain occasions a temporary cease-fire has been possible in

the case of Viet-Nam. I repeat again: With full awareness of the

practical difficulties and the complexities arising from the rigid

positions, where a limited cease-fire is possible it should not be

impossible to hope for an unlimited cease-fire while at least some form

of talks are going on. It is not necessary that such an appeal should

have the form of a resolution of the Assembly. And it is not difficult

for this Assembly to find the appropriate form.

"It is our hope that this suggestion will be considered in the

diplomatic contacts at this session without any prejudice to any positions

hitherto taken by the parties concerned or any suggestions made by

Governments or statesmen anywhere, to be taken into consideration only as

an expression of the conscience of the world to stop further bloodshed

while negotiations are going on."

Mr. Mouknass. Mauritania (A/PV. 1690 at page 60):

"The serious crisis created by the Israeli aggression of 5 June in

the Middle East does not cause us to forget the serious situation which

prevails in the Far East. My delegation greets with admiration the

heroic resistance that the valiant people of the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nam and the National Liberation Front are successfully mounting in

the face of the gigantic resources committed by the greatest Power of the

world to combat the legitimate aspirations to freedom independence and

sovereignty of an entire people. The Viet-Nam war is one of the most

brutal manifestations of violations of the principles of non-intervention

in the domestic affairs of States. United States aggression in Viet-Nam

constitutes in the eyes of my delegation one of the most serious threats

to the maintenance of world peace.

"Like many other delegations that have already spoken, we believe

that the immediate and unconditional cessation of bombing of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam represents a first indispensable step towards the

restoration of peace in that region. In any event we are convinced that

the just cause of the people of Viet-Nam will triumph."
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Mr. Caglayangil. Turkey (A/PV. 1690 at page 76):

"The situation in South-East Asia remains disquieting because of the

war in Viet-Nam. We continue to hope that the talks in Paris will result

in a political solution of this conflict within the spirit of the Geneva

Agreements so as to restore peace and stability in that part of the world."
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Mr. Al-Shaikhly. Iraq (A/PV.1691 at page 12):

"In Asia, the people of Viet-Nam are victims of a vicious imperialist

aggression. The United States, a permanent member of the Security Council,

is employing its vast military power to humiliate and subdue a nation whose

resistance has become a symbol for the struggle of peoples everywhere

against oppression. We are confident that the people of Viet-Nam will be

victorious in their battle against United States aggression which has

transformed their country into a testing ground for new weapons for mass

destruction.

"¥e in the Arab world, who have been the victims of aggression, for

which the United States must bear a large share of responsibility, are

firmly convinced that no power on earth, however great its armies and means

of mass destruction, can overcome the struggle of peoples to attain their

legitimate rights. The United States aggression in Viet-Nam and the Israeli

aggression against the people of Palestine and the neighbouring Arab

countries are both the result of the pursuit of narrow, selfish interests

at the expense of others. The people of Iraq, who have fought hard to

liberate themselves from colonial rule, support the heroic struggle of the

people of Viet-Nam for freedom and progress. The Republic of Iraq joins with

others all over the world in demanding the immediate and unconditional

cessation of bombing of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam as a prerequisite

for settling the conflict and restoring peace to the area.

"The Paris discussions have not yielded any results, and are not likely

to until the United States ceases its bombing of the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Wam. Any peaceful settlement of the conflict will have to be in

accordance with the 195̂  Geneva Agreements."

Mr. Budo. Albania (A/PV.1691 at page 27):

"In Viet-Nam, the Soviet revisionists preach shameful capitulation; the

Americans bomb night and day and extend the war. True, the main objective

of the Soviet-American collaboration is the People's Republic of China, for it

is the main obstacle to their imperialist plans — the great and ineradicable

citadel of the defence of the liberty of peoples, of their anti-imperialist

struggles for freedom."

(A/PV.1691 at pages 53-55)

"Another consequence of the great Soviet-American conspiracy is the



barbarous aggression of the American imperialists against the people of

Viet-Nam which has been going on for years. By its heroic struggle the

Viet-Namese people has struck a series of crushing blows at the Yankee

aggressors who have never found themselves in such a critical situation

as today. Despite the various military measures taken by the United States

Government, despite the intensification of the war in the South and the

increase of the bombings in the North, the American imperialists have become

completely and irretrievably engaged in an impasse in Viet-Wam. Beset by

unprecedented difficulties, both internal and external, such as the complete

failure of its aggression in Viet-Nam, the dollar crisis, the heroic and

uninterrupted struggle of the American Negroes, as well as the storm of the

revolutionary struggle of the peoples on all continents, its isolation in the

world arena, and so on, the United States Government, strongly assisted by the

clique of Soviet revisionist renegades, is endeavouring to extricate itself

from the war in Viet-Nam through the snare of "peace negotiations". The

Soviet revisionists are making every effort, playing all their cards, to

reward American imperialism for its tacit approval of their aggression in

Czechoslovakia by seeking to compel the people of Viet-Nam to capitulate to

the aggressors."

(A/PV.1691 at page 36)

"It is clear that the American imperialists still hold to their aggressive

designs against Viet-Nam. The facts have shown that even the alleged

limitation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam is nothing but a deception. As

a result of that measure, the bombing of North Viet-Nam, rather than diminishing,

has been intensified more than ever so that the result is much greater

destruction than in the past, which is quite in keeping with the strategic

plan of the American imperialists for the destruction of North Viet-Nam.

"There is no doubt whatsoever that any concession with respect to the

diabolic American-Soviet manoeuvres and plans can only work in favour of

aggression, which, incidentally, is confirmed by history. It is only through

armed struggle that the Viet-Namese people will achieve their victory over

the American aggressors. The heroic people of Viet-Nam have shown the whole

world that no force, no means, no trickery can overcome their will to continue

their heroic struggle to its final victory. All the freedom-loving peoples

of the world support the Viet-Namese people. The Albanian people and

Government have always stood and continue to stand at the side of the fraternal
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Viet-Namese people in their sacred struggle against the American imperialist

aggressors. We express the conviction that, -whatever may be the desperate

efforts the imperialists and their collaborators employ, they will never

succeed in stopping the triumphal march of the heroic Viet-Wamese people

to their final victory, the expulsion of the American aggressors, the

liberation of their nation and the reunification of their fatherland."

Mr. Waldheim. Austria (A/PV.1692 at page 7):

"Let me turn now to those conflicts which for years have perturbed the

international community. ¥e cannot but view with grave concern the continuing

war in Viet-Wam. Apart from the tragic human suffering which every day of

prolonged fighting inflicts upon the people of Viet-Wam, its impact and its

international repercussions represent a serious danger to international

peace and security. We have therefore repeatedly urged the cessation of the

hostilities and a political settlement of the conflict through negotiations,

on the basis of the Geneva Agreements of 1954. In our view, this seems to be

the only realistic hope for a termination of the war and for the restoration

of peace to the people of Viet-Wam, which must be given the right to determine

its future by its own free will.

"¥e were therefore heartened by the fact that the Governments of both the

United States and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam agreed to meet in Paris

for preliminary talks to end the war. Like others, we are worried about the

lack of progress in those talks. We renew our appeal to all parties concerned

to take whatever steps may appear likely to set in motion the process of

de-escalation of hostilities. Wo initiative in this respect should be discounted,

and any step which may open the road to peace should be taken with courage and

determination."

Mr. Peter. Hungary (A/PV.1692 at pages 28-31):

"It is self-evident that as long as the war of aggression against Viet-Wam

continues and no real political solution is reached, there is no way of taking

considerable and decisive new steps to curb the armaments race and to formulate

a comprehensive disarmament programme.

"Considering that the war against Viet-Nam overshadows the whole world
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as the main factor in the deterioration of the situation everywhere, the

start of the Paris talks was, it seemed to world public opinion, a basis

for new hope of finding a just and peaceful solution to the problems of

South-East Asia. The experience that we have had since that time does not

seem to justify the good hopes.

"The very fact that the Paris talks are taking place is really a good

thing in itself. Nevertheless, if the unrealistic attitude of the United

States negotiators frustrates the opportunity, the consequences could be

disastrous. Having misjudged the Viet-Namese issue during the 195̂  Geneva

Conference and also later, particularly in February 1965, the United States

has from that time continually escalated the war. The United States seems

to be committing a new sort of mistake. Certain utterances on the part of

United States public figures give the impression that the United States

administration entered into the talks in Paris assuming that readiness for

talks on the part of Viet-Nam was an indication of weakness. If any such

self-deception continues to influence United States negotiating tactics, the

present opportunity will inevitably be missed, and a new opportunity will come

only under much harder conditions."

(A/PV.1692 at pages 32-35)

"In regard to the Viet-Namese question the first realistic goal to aim

at is the turning of the Paris preliminary talks into genuine negotiations.

It is on record in the United Nations that my delegation as early as October 1965,

in the general debate of the twentieth session, pointed out to Member States

that, in regard to the problem of the war in Viet-Nam, the only way to approach

the conference table was to stop the bombing of the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Ifem unconditionally and without any threat of its renewal. This year

a partial limitation of the bombing raids has made it possible to start

preliminary talks in Paris. Only the complete and definitive cessation of the

bombings and other acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam

can turn the preliminary talks into genuine negotiations. All those concerned

have to understand — and I think it is not difficult to understand — that

there cannot be meaningful negotiations under bombing attacks and under the

threat of renewed bombings. The Hungarian People's Republic expresses its full

solidarity with the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and with the National

Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam. ¥e are convinced that their proposals serve
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the peaceful development of the nations of South-East Asia. Their proposals

offer a decent possibility for the withdrawal of the United States from this

most tragic affair and would help to put an end to the war in Viet-Wam.

Mr. Aleoreza Meneses. Bolivia (A/PV.1692 at page 52):

"We must deplore the fact that solutions mutually acceptable to both

parties have not been found in the cases of the conflicts in Viet-Nam and

the Middle East and that those factors that make tensions and war more acute

still persist. In the case of Viet-Wam we hope that the conversations in

Paris, despite their sparse results thus far, will contribute to returning

and restoring harmony to South-East Asia."

Mr. Arikpo. Nigeria (A/PV.1692 at page ?6):

"The Nigerian delegation is encouraged to note that the two parties

directly involved in the tragic war in Viet-Nam are now engaged in talks in

Paris for the purpose of paving the way towards meaningful negotiations. A

peaceful solution of the conflict which has for too long plagued the people

of Viet-Nam is now overdue."

Mr, Lopez Michelsen. Colombia (A/PV.1692 at pages 86-8?):

"Referring to the war in Viet-Wam, the President of Colombia, Carlos

Lleras-Restrepo, properly stated in his recent message to the National

Congress the following:
1... This conflict proceeds in such a way that those countries

associated within a system created essentially for the preservation

of peace, and whose representatives act either in the Security Council

or in the larger forum of the General Assembly, are not able to alter

its fatal course. Once more, proof is offered of the very grave flaws

of the San Francisco Charter, of the obstacles created by the veto

power of the great nations, of the major failure in the lack of universa-

lity, which it has not been possible to solve. It will probably seem

still Utopian to speak of a great reform that will open the doors of the

Organization, without reservations, to all countries of the world; one

that will establish more efficient procedures for the peaceful solution

of conflicts; that will endow the international Organization with a truly

coactive power. But the present spectacle of powerlessness, vis-a-vis a

situation from which one of the parties engaged may easily escape,
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clearly sets forth the problems confronting the international

Organization and the urgent need to tackle them openly and frankly,

over and above all conventionalities and all alignments which to a

great extent are the result of imperialistic practices, either

bluntly or artfully disguised according to circumstances.'

Mr. Carias Castillo. Honduras (A/PV.1692 at pages 101-102):

"The conflict in Viet-Tfem which afflicts all mankind today is but the

result of the cold war, unleashing as it does the warlike clash of differing

ideologies that have caused infinite, profound damage to all continents. It

is a known fact that in that conflict is being spent every day, by all the

Powers participating on both sides, the amount that would be spent for the

economic maintenance of the United Nations in a full year. This shows the

frightful cost of war, with all its consequences of human lives sacrificed

daily, in the face of the spontaneous and organized struggle going on all over

the world for peace and in the face of the many areas that are deprived of more

effective assistance, and the peoples, nations and geographic regions that

are suffering hunger, misery, disease and ignorance in a world which, in an

attitude of indifference, allows the reign of the law of the jungle to go on."
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Mr. Belokolos. Ukrainian SSR (A/PV.1693 at pages 16-17):

"The Viet-Nam problem still has a great "bearing on the international

situation. The aggression of the United States against the people of

Viet-Nam is a crime against international peace and security, prevents the

constructive efforts of States, makes for tension in relations between

them and inflames the political atmosphere. Now, as never before, factors

have appeared vhich may lead to a political settlement of the Viet-Namese

problem. The heroic people of Viet-Nam has resisted the thrust of the

aggressor and has shown its courage, patriotism and inviolability to the

whole world. That is the main result of the var in Viet-Wam and nobody

can deny it. The Ukrainian SSR, like other friends of Viet-Nam, is

proud that through its fraternal assistance and support it has contributed

to strengthening the position of the Viet-Namese people in the fight

against the American aggressors. The necessary assistance and support will

be forthcoming to the people of Viet-Nam in the future as long as that is

necessary. Because of the course of the war in Viet-Nam and the military

failures of the aggressor, even in the United States one finds not only

extensive sections of public opinions but even an ever increasing number of

political leaders coming out in favour of a political rather than a military

settlement of the Viet-Namese question. It is difficult to overestimate in

this connexion the contribution of the Government of the Democratic Republic

of Viet-Nam, which has accepted the establishment of contacts with the

United States side in Paris. We support the statement of the Government of

the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam that it is ready to examine all aspects

relating to the settlement of the Viet-Namese question after a full and

unconditional cessation of the bombings and all other acts of war against the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam.

"That is the only key which will be able to open the door to such nego-

tiations. The political basis for a settlement of the Viet-Namese question

has been expressed in the well-known position of the Government of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and in the political programme of the National

Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam of 1 September 1967. ¥e fully support

that basis for the settlement of the Viet-Namese question, which is in keeping

with the Geneva Agreements of 1954.

"But if there are many factors propitious for the cessation of the war in
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desire to take advantage of the existing possibilities. The continuing

allegations that the United States wishes to see peace in Viet-Nam are

nothing but words which are not accompanied by deeds. Blood continues to

flow in Viet-Nam and only because of the attitude of the Americans. The

demands for the unconditional cessation of bombings in the whole territory

of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and of all other acts of war against

it are supported to an ever increasing degree by many States, and this can

also be seen in the present session of the General Assembly."

Mr. Stewart. United Kingdom (A/PV.1693 at pages 37-40):

"... I turn now to the problem of Viet-Nam. Here we have to say that, not

only has the United Nations made no progress in solving this problem, but

also that all important discussion about it has been outside the framework

of the United Nations. Eyes are turned now, if they look for hope, not here

but to the talks in Paris.

"I would say one word about the talks in Paris. Some months ago the

United States took action which removed something like 80 per cent of the

territory of North Viet-Nam from the dread of attack and war. I should have

thought it reasonable that the Government in Hanoi should be prepared to

take at least some measure to reduce the scale of the war. And — whatever

may be thought of the rest of the dispute — if anyone says in these

circumstances that he thinks the Government of Hanoi is entitled to continue

the war with unabated ferocity, I cannot see how he can claim that he really

wants peace in the matter.

"But why is our attention turned to Paris and not here, in the matter

of Viet-Nam? 'Why has the United Nations not been able to handle it? One

reason, certainly, is that the People's Republic of China is not represented

in this Organization. From this I draw another conclusion as to the conditions

for the success of our work: that we must seek to be a universal Organization,

not excluding particular States or Governments, provided they are genuine

States, on the ground that we do not happen to like their regimes."

Mr. Nikezic. Yugoslavia (A/PV.1693 at page 52):

"... Negotiations on Viet-Nam have still not established the conditions
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necessary to peace and the war continues. The views of my Government

on Viet-Nam are sufficiently well-known. The bombing of the territory

of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam must be halted completely without

delay in order to facilitate a political solution and to secure the

legitimate rights of the Viet-Namese people who have sacrificed so much

for their freedom."

Mrs, Gandhi, India (A/PV.1693 at page 62):

"... The continuance of the tragic conflict in Viet-Nam is a source of

constant anxiety. We fervently hope that conditions will be created to

enable the discussions to become more purposeful. The Viet-Namese people

must be assured of their inherent right to shape their destiny peacefully

and without outside interference. We believe that the key to the next

step still lies in the total cessation of the bombing of North Viet-Nam.

In advocating this we are not actuated by a partisan spirit but by our

sincere desire for peace and stability."

Mr. Nwako. Botswana (A/PV.1694 at page 11):

"Regarding the Viet-Nam war, the position of my Government remains

unchanged, and it is encouraging to know that attempts are being made to

find a peaceful settlement in the Paris talks."

Mr. Holyoake. New Zealand (A/PV.1694 at pages 22-27):

"I repeat, the essential purpose of the United Nations is to maintain

international peace and security and to prevent aggression. Yet, we are

very conscious that in one country — in several, but I am thinking of one,

South Viet-Nam — a bitter war has been going on for some years because, as

we see it, another Power is seeking to impose its will by military force.

The international community has done little about it. Here is another case

where the Members of the Organization might have shown that concern — a

concern which is the lifeblood of the Charter — for the fate of countries

suffering from the use of force and violence.

"In common with some other countries, Viet-Nam has for some years been

divided into two parts. The fact of division is regrettable, it is very
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sad, but it is a fact of life — and it exists in Viet-Nam, in Korea

and in Germany. We hope the peoples of these divided States will be

able to achieve reunification, by their own decision, by self-determi-

nation. But until those decisions can be taken, an attempt by one part

to achieve reunification by military force can, in our view, be regarded

only as an act of aggression.

"It is sometimes argued that the conflict in Viet-Nam is merely a

civil war. But it is much more than that, much more than an armed

insurrection of a purely local movement. It is incontrovertible that the

Viet-Cong — dominated, directed, sustained and supplied by North Viet-Nan —

has been reinforced by organized military units from the north, to the point

where its main organized military forces are in fact predominantly

North Viet-Namese.

"New Zealand is more than 5,000 miles from Viet-Nam. We were further

still from Korea, but we recognized in 1950 — as did the great majority of

the membership of this Organization — that an armed attack, even across the

demarcation line of a politically divided country, Korea, was none the less

aggression. We in New Zealardwere much farther from Ethiopia, from

Czechoslovakia, and from Poland, but we found in the 1930's that attacks on

those countries had implications for the security of the world and for our

own security far down there in the South Pacific. We have learned by

experience that aggression anywhere is a threat to the peace everywhere and,

as such, is a matter for general concern. I believe that that is why this

Organization exists. That is why Ifew Zealand has responded to the request

for military as well as economic assistance from the victim of aggression,

the Republic of Viet-Nam.

"The effort in which we have joined is not an ideological crusade.

We have never thought of that. Neither New Zealand, nor any of the other

countries which are assisting the Republic of Viet-Nam, seeks to impose a

government of any type or brand or ideological kind or any regime on the

people of that country. Much less still do we seek to destroy the regime

which exists in North Viet-Nam. We do not seek to establish a permanent

presence in Viet-Tfam. Along with our allies we have committed ourselves to

leave as soon as the other side withdraws its forces to the north, as soon

as infiltration ceases and the level of violence thus subsides.



-43 -

"What we do seek is that the people of South Viet-Wam should be free

to choose their own Government and to decide their own political and social

system, including their relations with North Viet-Nam, free from the threat

of force. If the people of South Viet-Nam were to choose communism we

should be surprised: for nowhere — not even in North Viet-Nam — has a

people freely shown, by an election offering a genuine choice, that it

wants communism. But if the people of South Viet-Nam were so to choose

that is their right. If they choose to reject communism and to call, as

they have done, for help that is equally their right.

"Everyone wants to see this tragic conflict in Viet-Nam ended. Wo one

wants to see it more than those who have men fighting and dying in that

theatre. My Government has wholeheartedly supported every effort, springing

from both within the United Nations Organization and outside it; we have

taken part in every possible forum to move the conflict from the battlefield

to the conference table. ¥e do not, however, believe that the way to peace

is to give in to the aggressor or to call upon one side to make unilateral

concessions while leaving the other side free to go on using force to the

limit of its capability — a capability which obviously would be greatly

increased by the concessions made by the one side. The way to peace is for

both sides to scale down the fighting, to come together at the conference

table to work out ways of letting the people of South Viet-Nam decide their

own future for themselves.

"My Government deeply regrets that the North Viet-Namese have as yet

shown no willingness in the course of preliminary talks in Paris to respond

positively to the action of the United States in limiting the bombing of

North Viet-Nam or to the suggestion it has made for scaling down the hostili-

ties. There can be little progress until there is an acceptance of the need

for a matching restraint and a willingness to seek a reasonable compromise.

As we see it, the North Viet-Namese authorities cannot have it both ways.

They cannot at the same time call for a cessation of the bombing of Worth

Viet-Nam and refuse to scale down their own military effort in any way

whatever. As we see its they cannot demand in the name of self-determination

that allied forces be withdrawn from South Viet-Nam and at the same time

refuse to acknowledge the right of the South Viet-Namese people freely to

decide their own future.



"The allies In South Viet-Neun have repeatedly expressed their

willingness to see the United Nations play a substantial role in the

restoration of peace. My own Government would welcome any assistance

whatever that the United Nations could give towards achieving a negotiated

settlement and subsequently in making sure that that settlement is properly

carried out. In any intervention, however, the United Nations must be

prepared to grapple with all the involved and difficult aspects of this very

complex issue. It must also be prepared to uphold the basic principle of

self-determination on which this Organization has so long made its stand."

Mr. Bachev. Bulgaria (A/PV.1694 at pages 1̂-43):

"The signing of the treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons

is, unfortunately, the only encouraging fact in the international situation,

which, because of the war in Viet-Nam, is still sombre. That war is

consistently being expanded by the United States, which has committed Its

vast military potential there.

"The opening of conversations between representatives of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam and the United States at Paris evoked a ray of hope

about possibilities for a solution of the Viet-Nam conflict. However, the

rigid attitude of the United States at the Paris negotiations quickly dispelled

those hopes. There is nothing new, nothing positive or constructive in the

United States attitude.

"The United States representatives take pleasure in repeating that they

are ready to negotiate for the peaceful settlement of the Viet-Nam conflict

anywhere, anytime and without preconditions. They become indignant when

anyone questions the sincerity of their motives. It is appropriate to recall

the words of Mr. Goldberg, who proposed in this forum that we put to the

test the professions of good faith of the United States Government. Very

well, as soon as there was the first small test — when the question was

raised of the choice of the place for the preliminary conversations — a lack

of sincerity on the part of the United States was revealed. It is only owing

to the goodwill of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam that those talks

actually started, despite the inconsistency of the American positions.

"In those circumstances it is obvious that the "profession of faith" of

the United States Government could withstand even less the test of serious
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political negotiations. The behaviour of the United States in Paris shows

this fully.

"The obstinate refusal of the United States to halt all aerial bombing

of the territory of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam is the principal

obstacle to progress in the Paris conversations. In this connexion it is

appropriate to ask the question: What is the moral, political or even

military justification for the United States refusal to halt the bombing?

It is universally recognized that such justification does not exist.

According to the opinion of qualified specialists in the United States, the

military value of all the United States bombing of the Democratic Republic

of Viet-Nam is limited. And while they produce no substantial military

effects, they serve to increase the physical damage, the number of human

victims and the suffering of the Viet-Namese civilian population. It is

therefore evident that this bombing has no meaning from the military stand-

point, that it is harmful from the political standpoint and that it is to be

condemned from the moral standpoint.

Why, then, does the United States continue in its efforts to justify the

need for air-raids? It is probably to conceal its bad faith and its lack of

a sincere desire to enter into serious conversations with a view to solving

the Viet-Nam conflict. Or — as has just been indicated by a United States

magazine — the Government of the United States claims the right to continue

the escalation while at the same time it wants international public opinion

to place credit in its statements that it is seeking peace in Viet-Nam.

However, there is no other path for the United States which would lead to the

end of the war and the solution of the'problem except that of negotiation.

But the path of negotiation is through the total and unconditional cessation

of bombing and all other acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam.

In that way we would create the possibility for proceeding to the discussion of

all questions concerning the two parties with a view to reaching a political

settlement of the Viet-Nam problem as a whole, on the basis of the Geneva

Agreements. If the United States wants such a settlement, it should abandon

the course of escalation, take account of the true situation in Viet-Nara

and recognize the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam."
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Mr, Bpmani. Tanzania (A/PV.1695 at page 17):

"The Viet-Nam war continues una"bated in its ferocity and ruthlessness.

The hopes for a peaceful settlement which we had earlier placed in the

Paris talks have proved to be misplaced. It is difficult now to visualize

the possibility of an early settlement of this vicious conflict, and every

day thousands of innocent people are gunned, bombed, maimed and killed.

The United Republic of Tanzania cannot pretend to have a ready and quick

answer to this terrible problem. None the less, it is our conviction that

there is no legitimate basis for the intervention by any foreign nation in

this conflict. There is no justification for the United States and its

allies to wage war against the people of Viet-Nam, and to do this under the

pretext of maintaining peace and security in that country is an added

insult to the conscience of the world. What peace, what security exists

in Viet-Nam as a result of the intervention of these Powers? Is it not clear

that because of this intervention there is more suffering and more

insecurity? The United Republic of Tanzania believes that the people of

Viet-Nam themselves hold the key to a peaceful settlement of the conflict

there. We are convinced that if the people could speak for themselves,

without foreign interference, this conflict could be settled.

"The Viet-Nam war is a most tragic example of a denial of basic human

rights and respect for man's dignity. It represents most blatant disregard

for the right of small nations to self-determination. We cannot fail to

condemn it. We cannot fail to request that those foreign Powers which are

intervening in an internal conflict should withdraw and leave Viet-Nam alone.

Tanzania is convinced that when this happens the people will show their

desire for peace, and a war that has lasted for more than twenty years will

cease. In particular, the United Republic of Tanzania calls upon the United

States of America and its allies to cease unconditionally all acts of war

against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam."

Mr. Zahedi. Iran (A/PV.1695 at page 37)'-

"Although the bitter war in Viet-Nam still constitutes a matter cf the
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gravest concern to the international community, it is gratifying to note

that a door has, at last, been opened to negotiations. The position of

my Government on this issue has had public expression before. While, to

date, no substantive progress appears to have been made, I believe that

the very initiation of those talks is an important first step along the road

to the end of the war."

Mr. Tbiv. Mongolia (A/PV.1695 at pages ̂ 6-50):

"The war of the United States in Viet-Nam, the persistent and still

aggravating consequences of the Israeli aggression against the Arab States

and other acts of imperialist intrigues against the forces of peace, national

independence, democracy and socialism in various parts of the world continue

to worsen the international situation further and to hinder the solution of

the more burning world problems of our time, thus endangering universal peace

and security.

"The continuing colonial war being conducted by the United States against

the Viet-Namese people is causing growing concern throughout the world. The

United States Government remains deaf to the demands of the world community to

end this barbarous war.

"Almost half a year has elapsed since the official talks in Paris began

between the representatives of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the

United States on the initiative of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam for the

purpose of discussing the question of discontinuing United States bombing and

all other acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, The positive

solution of this problem would open the way to a political settlement of the

Viet-Nam problem and to the restoration of peace in South-East Asia. However,

there is no progress and the blame for this rests on the United States

Government.

"In fact the American side refuses to discuss the main issue in a business-

like manner and resorts to delaying tactics so as to gain time in order to

prepare new steps to escalate its aggression in Viet-Nam.

"At the same time the United States representatives, referring to President

Johnsonfs statement of 31 March of this year on the so-called "limited bombing"

of the territory of North Viet-Nam, have beendemanding that the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam show "mutual restraint" or, in other words, reciprocity.



- 1*8 -

It is obvious that an attempt is "being made to obliterate the distinction

between the aggressor and the victim of the aggression. Moreover, the

United States is trying to obtain at the negotiating table what it cannot

achieve on the battlefield. That is the real meaning of the claims of the

United States representatives concerning their desire to reach a so-called

"honourable peace" in Viet-Nam.

"The position of the Government of the Mongolian People's Republic

on the Viet-Nam problem is clear. The United States has launched a colonial

war against the Viet-Namese people. The United States must put an end to

this aggression if it really wishes to have the Viet-Nam problem settled in

a peaceful manner. The United States must end its bombing and its other acts

of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. This is not only tine just

position of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, which it continues to

maintain at the Paris talks, but it is also the demand of all peace-loving

forces throughout the world, including a wide strata of the American nation.

Progress in the Paris talks depends exclusively on the United States.

"The attempts of the United States Government to settle the Viet-Nam

problem by force have no hope of success and indeed are doomed to failure.

People fighting for a just cause are invincible. Thanks to the assistance

and support of the socialist countries and of all progressive forces in the

world, the valiant people of Viet-Nam are determined to maintain to 1he end

its alienable right to independent development on the road to peace and

progress. The best proof of this is the powerful and effective blows being

dealt by the armed forces and the people of Viet-Nam against the aggressor,

which have brought about a new situation in Viet-Nam in 1968.

"The Mongolian People's Republic has rendered and continues to render

to the Viet-Namese people all practical assistance and support in its just

struggle against the United States aggressors for the salvation of its country

and for the triumph of the cause of peace, national independence and social

progress. We continue to believe that the well-known four-point proposals

of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the political

programme of the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam, which are based

on the 195^ Geneva Agreements, constitute an equitable basis for the political

settlement of the Viet-Nam problem. The Mongolian delegation especially

stresses that the United States must recognize the National Liberation Front
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of South Viet-Nam as the only legitimate representative of the people of

South Viet-Nam since this is an essential element in the solution of the

Viet-Nam problem."

Mr. Ramos, Philippines (A/PV.1696 at page 6):

"The conflict in Viet-Nam still remains the principal obstacle to

peace and stability. The Paris conversations aroused expectations that

remain unfulfilled, and the pace of the talks has been most discouraging.

"Nevertheless, the hope remains that in a few months the discussions

will finally take a more meaningful turn. As one of the countries aiding

the Republic of Viet-Nam in its struggle for freedom and existence, the

Philippines is deeply interested in any negotiations involving the country's

ultimate destiny. The Philippines desires to see the South Viet-Namese

people secure from internal subversion and external aggression, and

guaranteed their right to form and maintain a government of their own free

choice."

Mr. Badarou, Dahomey (A/PV.1696 at page 36):

"The Viet-Nam conflict has entered a new stage, and, even though the

noise of battle has not yet been silenced, it is with great satisfaction

that the Government of Dahomey has learnt of the positive decision of the

parties to the conflict to sit down at the table of hope which is pre-

eminently that of negotiations. Of course, the Paris conversations have

not yet led to specific results, but they constitute, we are sure, a first

important step in the search for peace in Southeast Asia. We express the

hope that the Viet-Nam people, that has suffered for so many years, will

be able in peace at last to devote itself fully and without hindrance to

its own economic and social development."

Mr. Bista, Nepal (A/PV.1696 at pages 48-49):

"Despite great protestations by the peace-loving peoples all the

world over, the tragic war in Viet-Nam is still continuing. That war, which

has taken a heavy toll of human lives and contributed to the mounting of

tension in the world, is an example of how big-Power interests bear hard
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on a small and poor country even to the extent of dividing it against the will

of its people, subjecting them to untold misery and great sufferings. This

has naturally caused the greatest concern among all peace-loving peoples

everywhere, and particularly in our continent,

"It is indeed very unfortunate that that war, which is a burden on the

conscience of humanity, should continue so long, despite the United Nations,

which symbolizes the common desire of mankind to live in peace. A dedicated

servant of peace as he is, the Secretary-General has no doubt taken the

initiative and suggested certain reasonable measures for the cessation of

hostilities in Viet-Nam. The suggestions of the Secretary-General are

practical and they have our support.

"His Majesty's Government of Nepal holds that any solution to the

Viet-Nam crisis, in order to be lasting, must take into consideration the

desire of the Viet-Namese people. The Viet-Namese people have an inalienable

right to independence and sovereignty. It is their right to live in peace

and unity; this must be scrupulously respected by all.

"The Geneva Agreement of 1954 has a judicious basis in that it accepts

the right of the Viet-Namese people to unite and live as a sovereign independent

nation. Besides, it looks at the problem from a political angle, in contrast

to the military angle, and seeks to solve it politically. His Majesty's

Government therefore believes that it is still possible to find a political

solution to the Viet-Namese crisis on the basis of the Geneva Agreement.

"The Paris peace talks which started during the summer this year once

again kindled the hope that the Viet-Nam tragedy might once and for all be

solved. The peace talks are still going on and are becoming protracted; so

far they have failed to produce any constructive result. His Majesty's

Government welcomes any move which seeks to solve the problem anywhere except

on the battlefield and has therefore welcomed the Paris talks too. ^ut first

of all, in our opinion, there must be a complete cessation of the bombing of

North Viet-Nam in order to create a suitable atmosphere for any meaningful

negotiation.

(A/PV.1696 at page 56):

"My delegation earnestly desires that countries like Germany, Korea

and Viet-Nam, which are divided against their will, should have the right

to live in unity and peace without outside interference. The sooner these

nations take their rightful places in the United Nations, the better it

will be for the United Nations, for them and for the rest of the world."
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Mr. Kyprianou, Cyprus (A/PV.1696 at pages 67-68):

"The war in Viet-Nam still goes on and the deplorable loss of human

life continues, whereas no significant progress, if any —at least up to

this moment— appears to have been made in the Paris talks which started

a few months ago between the United States and North Viet-Nam and which

at the time gave rise to so many hopes. Is there any doubt in the mind

of anyone that the continuation of this war might lead to a wider conflict,

with unforeseen consequences? Is it beyond the imagination of statesmen

to find ways and means to end this war and its human carnage and establish

a common ground for a peaceful solution? A military victory is no longer

an achievable goal, but even if it were it would be meaningless when measured

against the loss and the damage to both, human and political.

"On the other hand, the speedy termination of this crisis will serve

the primary purpose of the moment, that of removing the probabilities of a

major disaster. Any initiative and any action of a bilateral or unilateral

nature, such as the total cessation of the bombings or any other step or

steps towards de-escalation, is worthwhile in the search for the road to a

peaceful way out. In this connexion the views expressed repeatedly by the

Secretary-General are, in our opinion, both realistic and constructive.

The war must end as quickly as humanly possible. The talks in Paris

provide the opportunity for progress in the right direction, and there is

a widely acceptable basis upon which to work, namely the Geneva Agreements."

Mr. Argwings-Kodhek, Kenya (A/PV.1696 at page 92):

"Of equal concern to the Government of Kenya is the suffering of the

people of Viet-Nam. It is unfortunate that this case parallels the one

I have just referred to. We are witnessing a most unequal match between

the richest nation in the world and a tiny nation. The policy of the

Government of Kenya is clear on this issue of Viet-Nam: We condemn

unreservedly the arrogance of a big Power that sees fit to tread on the

toes of a small nation without provocation. We feel, moreover, that this

is a futile war in which the mighty obviously cannot hope to win. Why,

then, prolong the suffering of the Vietnamese people, who have never seen

peace for the last twenty years? We believe that peace can come to that
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unfortunate land any time the United States wishes. The first essential

step to peace, of course, is the cessation of the American bombing of

North Viet-Wam. My Government is convinced that the cessation of American

bombing of North Viet-Nam would swiftly lead to a political settlement.

We therefore urge that the bombing of North Viet-Nam be halted without

further delay."



Mr. Gaye, Senegal (A/PV.1697 at page 18):

"We seek peace in the Middle East and in the Far East, a peace that

is still awaited with long-held anxiety; peace in Viet-Nam, which has gone

through one of the most painful situations of the post-war time — Viet Nam

which will have revealed a new face of South-East Asia, a face of courage

unknown before. Tenacity, heroism and poignant sacrifice will have

transformed the Viet-Nam war, from whatever angle one views it, into the

martyrdom of a whole people. That is why the whole world has welcomed

with relief the opening of negotiations in Paris between Viet-Nam and the

United States, in the hope that through a dialogue, peace will be established,

putting an end to the ever-present spectacle of ruin and sacrifice. The

world hopes for a cessation of the bombings of North Viet-Nam as a decisive

contribution to the cause of peace and to the success of the negotiations."

Mr. Costa Mendez, Argentina (A/PV.1697 at page 58):

"From this very rostrum, at previous sessions, I have made known the

position of the Argentine Republic regarding the tragic conflict in Viet-Nam.

I should like now to express the satisfaction of my delegation at the

initiation of diplomatic contacts in Paris. The results obtained so far

have not been encouraging, but we hope that in the future adequate solutions

will be arrived at or at least that conditions conducive to such solutions

will be created as soon as possible. These solutions can only be lasting

if the Viet-Namese people are assured their right to self determination in

an atmosphere of freedom and of affirmation and defence of human values."

Mr. Sisouk Ha Champassak, Laos (A/PV.1698 at page 7):

"In Viet-Nam we continue to witness the ravages of war; the martyred

people of Viet-Nam continue to count their dead and to undergo more

suffering and unhappiness. The Paris talks, which show hardly any progress,

nevertheless have the merit of fastening our hopes on at least a beginning

of reason. They seem to prove that at least one of the parties is finally

beginning to believe that aggression does not pay and that one must make up

one's mind to deal with the problems by diplomatic discussion, which is the

only reasonable method since there can be no military victory. Although in
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those negotiations will lead as soon as possible towards an honourable

settlement of the conflict. Stubbornness and intransigence lead to

nothing, except to lengthening the list of the dead.

(A/PV.1698 at pages 11-13):

"In Laos, for years now, we have been suffering from the direct

effects of the Viet-Nam war. Through the so-called Pathet Lao forces,

which have recently been transformed into a so-called National Liberation

Force, and in collusion with them, the North Viet-Namese have brought

the war to Laos. For a dozen years now, having used this germ of

subversion, North Viet-Nam is intervening crudely in defiance of the

Geneva Agreements of 195̂ - and 1962, with its commanders and its battalions

taking part in the military operations of Neo Lao Hak Xat, which depends

upon Hanoi for subsidies and weapons. It is no longer a secret to anyone

that dozens of North Viet-Wamese battalions are at work in our country,

attacking our troops, slaughtering our women and children, destroying our

villages and keeping themselves fed abundantly with the rice and cattle

taken from our people.

"The violent offensive launched at the beginning of the dry season

by the combined Pathet Lao-North Viet-Namese forces against our troops

from the north to the south of the country, was significant. It reflected

the will of the Government of Worth Viet-Nam to step up the so-called

"national liberation war" in Laos and to destroy the bases of the provisional

government of national coalition of Prince Souvanna Phouma. Hundreds of

thousands of refugees continue to flee the so-called liberated zones —

liberated, that is, by the Pathet Lao forces.

"In the theatres of operation in Laos, scores of North Viet-Namese

prisoners belonging to regular units have been captured. Documents taken

from the dead, interrogations of prisoners, have provided the Royal

Government with irrefutable proof of the presence of approximately forty

thousand Viet-Namese soldiers on our territory. The construction of the

Ho-Chi-Minh trail, several hundred kilometres long, running through a

large part of our national territory, the vast human resources put into
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seryice for the protection of this trail for Worth Viet-Wamese soldiers

going to South Viet-Wam, constitute in themselves the most arrogant of

interventions. The International Control Commission, set up by the Geneva

Agreements, has made these findings and has denounced them to international

public opinion. The Royal Government has itself advanced the most

irrefutable proof and has also announced it to international public

opinion, and indeed repeatedly in this very Assembly. Two white papers

denouncing the intervention of Worth Viet-Nam have been published by the

Royal Government. But in spite of our effort to make our voice heard,

it seems that there is a kind of conspiracy of silence about the affairs

of Laos, in stark contrast to the anxiety and tension which has gripped

our people. This forgotten war — forgotten as it prolongs itself and

causes considerable damage on our territory — weighs heavily on the

destiny of our people.

"Each degree of escalation of the war in Viet-Nam brings a similar

escalation of the war to Laos, to such a point that the fate of the war

in Laos depends entirely on the caprices of the Viet-Wam war. But Laos

is not Viet-Nam. The Laotian problem was settled by an internationally

guaranteed agreement in Geneva in 1962. The neutrality of Laos and its

territorial integrity were recognized by all the Powers, particularly by

the one which is attacking us and using our territory as a springboard

for its aggression elsewhere.

"Being victims of aggression, we are justified in expecting that our

sovereignty and territorial integrity will be fully re-established and

without delay by the withdrawal of North Viet-Namese troops. Having been

a loyal Member of the United Nations for thirteen years, we are entitled

to expect from our neighbours full respect for our independence, sovereignty

and neutrality. We are confident that Laotians, to whatever party they

belong, will not want their country to become an acquiescent client of

any other country; nor would they like to see it reduced to the rank of a

simple cog in the machinery of a watch obedient to the caprices and destiny

of others. Nor do we wish, at the risk of amputation or mutilation of

our national territory, to yield to the logic of force, of conquest, or

of fait accompli. We want to be masters of our own destiny."
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Mr. Grimes, Liberia (A/PV.1698 at page 16):

"The problems in Viet-Nam remain unsolved, in spite of efforts to

bring about peace in that area through negotiations. It is difficult

to see what progress, if any, has been made in the Paris talks. There

is the dreadful situation in southern Africa, which worsens each day

and may soon bring us to the inevitable brink of a grave conflict between

the races."

Mr. Amerasinghe, Ceylon (A/PV.1698 at pages 38-59):

"in our statement in the general debate last year we dealt at

length with the origins of the Viet-Nam conflict. Our purpose in doing

so was to refute the plea that foreign intervention in Viet-Nam, despite

the Geneva Agreements of 195̂ j was designed to ensure for the people of

Viet-Nam the right of self-determination. It was precisely the right of

self-determination, as constituting the free choice by a people of the

form of government and the type of political and economic organization

they desired, through the free exercise of the vote, that the Geneva

Agreements of 195̂  sought to establish.

"We repeat today that strict and scrupulous adherence to the

principles and provisions of the Geneva Agreements of 195̂  alone could

produce a proper settlement of the Viet-Nam problem. There is abundant

evidence to show that in 1956 such a free choice would have given no less

than 80 per cent of the vote to the real liberator of Viet-Nam, who is

now treated as an enemy of his own people. That, to our mind, is the clue

to the origin of the present conflict in Viet-Nam — that, and not the

concern of foreign Powers for the right of self-determination for the

Viet-Namese people. It would appear that the Geneva Agreements were

repudiated not in the interests of self-determination but in the interests

of pre-determination of the type of regime that would be installed in

Viet-Nam in the wake of French colonialism. Self-determination will have

no meaning or value for the people of Viet-Nam if the price of self-

determination is to be extermination.

"The principle of self-determination is merely another version of

the principles that the internal affairs of a country are primarily a

matter of exclusive concern to the people of that country, and that no
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interference by outside parties is permissible. Last year we drew attention

to the proposal made by the Prime Minister of Ceylon that the internal

affairs of Viet-Nam should be settled by discussion among the three parties

concerned: namely, the Saigon regime, the National Liberation Front of

South Viet-Nam, and the Government of Nort Viet-Nam, without any outside

interference. My Prime Minister suggested that those three parties should

meet in the first instance to discuss the pre-conditions for a cease-fire.

First among those pre-conditions recognized by us was to be the cessation

of the bombing of North Viet-Nam, to be followed by an agreement on interim

procedures for ensuring a status quo, and by the cessation of belligerent

activity by all parties and the withdrawal of all foreign troops.

"We reiterate our conviction that the bombing of North Viet-Nam must

be stopped if the momentum for peace is to be created at the conference

table in Paris. Those who have intervened in Viet-Nam should realize that

they owe a duty not to half a nation and half a people but to a whole nation

and all its people. The time has come for honourable redemption of the

promise that was held out to the people of Viet-Nam at Geneva in 195^-

By that means alone will peace and hope be restored to that unhappy land."

Mr. Winiewicz, Poland (A/PV.1698 at pages 71-72):

"There is no doubt that the struggle of the Viet-Namese people against

United States aggression is being followed all over the world with much

greater attention than has been, I regret to say, reflected so far in this

year's general debate of the United Nations General Assembly. We must not

and we cannot become immunized to what is taking place in Viet-Nam.

"The tragic record of United States policy towards Viet-Nam is so long

and well known that it permits of no illusions. The position which the

United States presents to world opinion concerning the possibilities of a

solution to the Viet-Namese conflict through political means has undergone

various changes. All those changes have had one common denominator: ever

new demands by the United States over what it has previously stated as

being acceptable to it. Only one factor has remained unchanged: the

continuation of military actions in Viet-Nam.

"We of Poland have a certain knowledge of this problem. In our

diplomatic activities we spared no efforts to assist in achieving a
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motivated by our deep dedication to the cause of peace — and we reacted

to the requests of the parties concerned. The facts are known to

representatives here of the United States. The time has not yet come to

discuss them fully and disclose them in public.

"Nothing is further from reality than to present the escalation of

military activities against Viet-Wam as efforts for the cause of peace

and the struggle of the Viet-Namese people for independence — a struggle

imposed upon them by aggression — as an indication of alleged unyielding

bellicosity. We have said more than once, from this rostrum and elsewhere,

that such an approach cannot be conducive to peace.

"The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam has repeatedly

and emphatically voiced its readiness for a peaceful solution of the

conflict and has proved it by agreeing without prior conditions to the

opening of the Paris talks. One should not, however, confuse peaceful

settlement with capitulation, just as one should not confuse the victim of

aggression with the perpetrators of aggression.

"It is not the bombing of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam which

opened the way to the Paris talks. The bombing in fact hinders the undertaking

of concrete and ultimately effective negotiations in spite of the fact that

the parties, as a result of goodwill shown by the Viet-Wamese, have already

taken seats at the negotiating table. The immediate and unconditional

cessation of military acts against the North remains therefore a matter of

the utmost urgency.

"A concrete political solution must be searched for on the basis of

the proposition of those forces which have proved to the whole world, and

in particular to the United States, that they are the true representatives

of the Viet-Namese people. The South Viet-Wam Wational Liberation Front

has advanced in this respect realistic and basic principles for the

settlement of the situation in the southern part of Viet-Wam.

"For the moment then, one could justly assume that the cruel war

which decimates the heroic, creative and talented Viet-Wamese nation has

been subordinated to the contradictions which in 1968 are disturbing the

internal life of a great Power: the United States. We say with the full

seriousness which this grave problem deserves and meaning no offence: if
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someone wants to put order in his own house, let him start to do that at

home, not at the expense of the lives of Viet-Namese patriots, who in no

way endanger the vital interests of the American people and will not endanger

them in the future --of course, those patriots have to be left in peace.

As to the American people we only wish them well. After all, our two nations

have "been linked by too many bonds since the American struggle for national

independence. But, of course, there is a substantial difference between the

United States of George Washington and that of President Johnson."

Mr. Boutros, Lebanon (A/PV.1698 at page 86):

"In Viet-Nam the war which is going on, with its sequel of human

suffering and material destruction, seems so far to have escaped the control

of the United Nations. The Paris conversations are setting the pace. In

disarmament, with the exception of the measures taken to avoid the dissemination

of nuclear weapons, no real progress has been made. The manufacture of arms

is going on at an accelerated pace; nuclear and conventional weapons are being

stockpiled everywhere. The United Nations Development Decade is coming to

its end, and yet no real wide-scale action has been undertaken to reduce the

gangerous gap which separates the industrialized countries from the

developing countries. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

which was held this year in New Delhi has disappointed the hopes that had

been placed in it. And above all, rarely have international peace and security

been so seriously threatened."
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Mr. Bhagat, India (A/PV.1700 at pages 11-12):

"South-East Asia is another neighbouring region which still

continues to be tormented by strife and thus causes serious concern to

us. Since my Prime Minister's address to the General Assembly on

14 October 1968, we have been encouraged by the efforts that are

being made to find the way to start a peaceful and negotiated

settlement of the conflict in Viet-Nam. We fervently hope that

those efforts will succeed and lead to the fulfilment of the

Geneva Agreements. In this context it is relevant to refer to the

anxiety that has been expressed that the possible peaceful settle-

ment of the Viet-Nam conflict and the withdrawal of extra-regional

forces from that area would create a vacuum which must be filled

by one Power or another. It is true that that area has been the

cockpit of international rivalry. But any solution for the problems

of the region can be based only on the clear recognition of nationalist

urges and the political and economic viability of the States of

South-East Asia. In short, the so-called vacuum has to be filled by

those nations themselves, whose sovereignty, territorial integrity

and independence should be respected by all. This is possible by

bringing about intense and durable regional co-operation in both

the political and economic fields. The answer does not lie, in our

view , in inviting extra-regional Powers to become protectors.

This is not to say that extra-regional assistance is not welcome.

But it does mean that such assistance should be for the purpose

of augmenting the resources of the region and not supplanting them."

Mr. Nko'o Etoungou, Cameroon (A/PV.1700 at page 22):

"In Viet-Nam a deadly war consuming a tremendous amount of

resources and effort has been raging for too long now. The Geneva

Agreements of 195̂  on Viet-Nam provided the machinery and procedures

which should have finally given to that country the peace which
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its people so ardently desire. Unfortunately, those Agreements

are no longer accorded any importance other than as an instrument

of propaganda. My Government deplores this state of affairs, and

sincerely hopes to see the Paris negotiations, which have been

proceeding now for some time reach, in accordance with the unanimous

wish of all mankind, a durable settlement of the entire Viet-Nam

situation and also of the situation in South-East Asia."

Mr. Ousman Ba, Mali (A/PV.rfOO at pages 53-35-36):

"The war of national liberation in Viet-Nam has now lasted

nearly twenty-five years — twenty-five years which seem to have

brought very little to those who are trying to impose on the third

world by means of puppets their alleged and bankrupt democracy —

their democracy which is based on bombs and napalm, torture and

poverty. And yet the years of resistance by the Viet-Namese people

to their aggressors have been years of glory and pride for those

who have fallen like martyrs on the field of honour and for all

those who continue to hold high the standard of freedom and dignity

so that Viet-Wam may belong to the Viet-Namese and so that the

aggressors and the puppets of Saigon may be driven out.

"In spite of our sceptism, it has been our hope and desire

that the talks which have been taking place since last April in

Paris should lead to genuine negotiations with a view to the conclusion

of the war on the basis of respect for the Geneva Agreements of

"But neither the lack of popularity of Washington's policies

in world public opinion and in American public opinion, nor the

division of the American people, which is without precedent in the

history of the United States, nor the considerable pressure

exercised by the leaders of most of the countries of the world,

nor the upheaval which the war has caused in American life, has

succeeded in changing the policies which have been discredited

and condemned by the overwhelming majority of the peoples of the world.
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In refusing to stop unconditionally the "bombing of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam and demanding a kind of reciprocity on the

part of the Viet-Namese fighters, the United States leaders place

the aggressor and the victim on the same footing of equality and

responsibility, just as they wish to tie the hands of the Viet-Namese

fighters in case the negotiations, once "begun, should prove to be

unavailing, for their desire is only to place artificial obstacles

in the path of the talks.

"An indication of all this — a paradoxical indication at

that — was the statement made a few days ago, on 12 October, by

one of the most ardent defenders of the pursuit of the war in

Viet-Nam, who, speaking at DePauw University in the State of Indiana,

said unequivocally that the escalation of the war would not

succeed and that the American people would no longer agree to

pursue the war which was costing them $30,000 million and ten

thousand American lives a year.

"The war', he said, 'cannot be won by the United States.

There is no prospect of a military victory against

Worth Viet-Nam no matter what the level of military

force, whether acceptable or desirable in our interest

or in the interest of world peace... There are more

Americans than are needed in Viet-Nam and what they

cannot do cannot be done even by doubling their number..."

"This distinguished individual required more than five

years in order to recognize the obvious, but the price has been

tens of thousands of victims, destruction and needless suffering.

"But we know that for the Viet-Namese people defending

its country and its dignity, victory is ahead. And from this

rostrum we pay a tribute to the heroic struggle of the North-Vietnamese

people and the National Liberation Front of South-Viet-Nam.

Ve are convinced that in the face of imperialist aggression they

enjoy the support of all peoples which respect peace, justice and

freedom.
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Mr. Sattar. Maldive Islands (A/PV.1701 at pages 3-5-6):

"We welcome the preliminary peace talks now being held in Paris on the

Viet-Nam war. However, it is most regrettable that the passing of every day

brings more deaths and more flow of human blood in that country. This war is

a tragic reminder to us all of the evil forces which attempt to wreck international

peace and harmony. It is our view that peace can be achieved only by peaceful means.

"Although the lack of progress in the Paris talks has caused considerable

concern, we are hopeful that they will lead to an acceptable cease-fire. Never-

theless, we are convinced that a final settlement of the issue can be reached

only by the noble process of self-determination by the Viet-Namese themselves.

The people of North and South Viet-Wam should, after a cease-fire, be allowed

to decide on their future. That decision must be made by the free will of

the Viet-Namese, free of any force or pressure from any foreign country, and

could be supervised by a United Nations commission or by a special represent-

ative of the Secretary-General".

Mr. Ismail. Malaysia (A/PV.1701 at pages 18-20)

"My country lives on the periphery — if that term has any validity

in the nuclear era, with ballistic missiles — of a nuclear Power of immense,

unknown and as yet uncontrollable potential. Only the other day it indulged

its political generosity by offering North Viet-Nam tactical weapons with

nuclear warheads should the leaders of North Viet-Nam need them in what it

called North Viet-Wam's struggle for survival against American aggression.

How would the Security Council deal with a situation such as that when all

the combatants claim that the United Nations, and certainly the Security

Council, has no competence to deal with the Viet-Nam war?"

(A/PV.1701 at page 22)

"That brings me to a consideration of some of the particular problems

that continue to endanger international security and engulf large segments

of the world. First and foremost there is Viet-Nam, about which enough and

more than enough has been said in successive debates in this Assembly over

the years. Legalistic attitudes have prevented the matter from being brought

directly before this Assembly for debate. My Government indeed wonders
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what the framers of the Charter had in mind when they wrote into

it Article 2, paragraph 6, which reads:

"The Organization shall ensure that States which are not

members of the United Nations act in accordance with these

Principles so far as may be necessary for the maintenance

of international peace and security."

"We are not concerned with apportioning blame, but humanity

owes it to itself to see that the long and tragic shadow that

has stretched across that unhappy country for over a generation

does not become permanent, as it threatens to do, but is lifted

so that the peoples of Viet-Wam, Worth and South, can still find

it possible to find the freedom to pursue their own destiny in

their own way. To us this is no indulgence of a pious or pipe

dream. We live too close to Viet-Nam to let the canker that seems

to have eaten into its being fester and corrode its soul and

remain for ever a historical precedent for the ineffectiveness

of the United Nations."

Mr. Sambath. Cambodia (A/PV.1701 at pages 31-32):

"...The threat which is hanging heavily over Cambodia

has not lessened; it has in fact become more acute in the past

year. United States propaganda and that of some of its allies

continue to refuse to recognize reality and Cambodian neutrality.

We have been accused of being a secret ally of Viet-Namese

resistance and of being mainly responsible for the failure of the

invading troops of the United States in South Viet-Nam. It has

been contended and written that the territory of Cambodia is a

sanctuary and a great logistical base of the people's forces of

Viet-Nam, in spite of our protests and in spite of contradictory

reports by the International Control Commission. It must be

stressed that the United States has distorted the facts in order

to justify the acts of aggression of its armed forces against

our country."
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(A/VP.lJOl at pages 37, 38-39-1<-0-4l):

"The problem of non-intervention prompts the delegation of

Cambodia to denounce once again the invasion of South Viet-Wam

by the armed forced of the United States, and the war, without

precedent in history, that is being waged against the Viet-Namese

people. The representative of the United States came to this

rostrum and asserted the peaceful intentions of his country. But

those were only words; the reality, in all its horror and

brutality, is the destruction of a country and the genocide of its

people by a foreign armed force.

"The American aggression against South Viet-Nam can be

justified in no possible way. There can be no justification for

the so-called limited bombing of North Viet-Nam.by the American

Air Force. There can be no justification for the so-called

reciprocal measures for de-escalating the war that the American

Government is demanding from the Government of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam. And may we add that it is wrong for the

American representatives to arrogate to themselves the right to

speak on behalf of the Viet-Namese people.

"The American position of representing North Viet-Nam

as the aggressor against South Viet-Nam is not only senseless but

is completely contrary to the facts. It must be remembered that

the war in Viet-Nam had its origin in the legitimate uprising

of the South Viet-Namese people against the dictatorship of Wgo

Dinh Diem and the unlawful intervention of the American armed

forces in that internal conflict. It was the United States that

deliberately transformed the civil war in South Viet-Nam into a

war for independence, pitting the Viet-Namese people against a

foreign invader. The American representatives have assured us

that their ambitions are not colonialist in nature and that their

only objective is the well-being of Viet-Nam and the Viet-Namese.

These fine sentiments have regrettably found expression in the

wholesale slaughter of civilian populations, in untold suffering
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inflicted on the people, and in the methodical destruction of

the country they claim they are assisting.

"Cambodia gives its complete moral, political and

diplomatic support to the Viet-Namese national resistance represented

by the National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam and the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. This is for us a question of

principle and of respect for the Charter of the United Nations, which

grants to all countries, without distinction as to political

regime, the sacred right to independence. It is for the Viet--

Namese and the Viet-Namese alone to settle their internal affairs
•

as they choose, and all foreign intervention in their affairs is

and must be condemned.

"The only possible outcome of the war in Viet-Nam is the

withdrawal from the southern part of the country of the face rican

troops and bases, and, of course, the cessation of the bombing

and other acts of war against the northern part. We believe that

the political programme of the National Liberation Front and

the four-point position of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

constitute the only basis on which an end can be put to the

conflict. The Viet-Namese position, furthermore, is the one that

any country whatsoever in the world would adopt in similar

circumstances.

"The opening of negotiations between the United States and

Viet-Nam in Paris gave rise to hopes in all quarters in all

countries. Unfortunately, it appears that no agreement is in

sight and that none will be in sight as long as the United

States continues to demand reciprocal concessions for stopping

its aggression, and a limitation on the independence of South

Viet-Nam.

"The United States seeks to justify its invasion of South

Viet-Nam by saying that there was a request for assistance by

the so-called "government" of Saigon. But all the journalists

and international observers, including the Arae rican ones, have

stated that the said government has no popular base and no

legitimacy, that it exists solely by the will of the United States
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and the protection it receives from the American armed forces.

The truth is that the police regime of Saigon, left to its own

devices, would be blown away like a straw in the wind, just as

were all the regimes imposed on Europe during the Second World

War.

"It is obvious that the United States must sooner or

later recognize that it is powerless in the face of Viet-Namese

patriotism and that the fiction of the representative character

of the Saigon government must be abandoned. Moreover, we have

heard suggestions originating here and there that a coalition

government be imposed on South Viet-Nam, one in which the

primary role would be played by men tied to the United States.

These suggestions, however, are totally unrealistic, for the

form and the composition of the future South Viet-Namese regime

cannot be decided abroad.

"In much more favourable circumstances an international

conference has encouraged the three Laotian parties to form a

semblance of a coalition Government and even endorsed their

agreement. We know what has become of this today. Let this

be repeated once again. An internal political solution for the

Viet-Namese problem rests in the hands of the Viet-Namese alone

and they must be allowed to settle their differences by

negotiations or by weapons, no matter how deplorable they might

be, civil wars have always existed and the Viet-Namese are as much

entitled to wage such a war in 1968 as the Americans were in l86l

and 1865. It must be pointed out, however, that such civil wars

are shorter and generally less bloody when foreign countries adopt

an attitude of strict neutrality. The only aspect of the war in

Viet-Nam which the United Nations and other international

organizations should deal with is the intrusion of half a million

American soldiers in South Viet-Nam. This General Assembly

could none the less play a useful role by requiring that the

United States, in accordance with the letter and spirit of the

Charter, put an immediate end to its aggression and study, with

the National Liberation Front, ways and means of withdrawing

its troops."
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Mr. Uqba, Southern Yemen (A/PV.1T01 at pages 63-6V65):

"I should like now to state the position of my Government

on another serious problem, which has pre-occupied our world for

many years. I am referring to the criminal war in Viet-Nam waged

by the United States of America against the Democratic People's

Republic of Viet-Nam. It is causing the extermination of the heroic

Viet-Namese people and the destruction of their crops and all that

their people have built in their country. It has led to the

perpetration of the worst kinds of crimes against humanity. All

that is held sacred by the human soul has been trampled underfoot.

Yet, it seems rather strange that this ugly and tragic war should

receive no attention from the United Nations.

"We condemn this aggressive war that is being waged by

the strongest Power on earth, using hundreds of thousands of

soldiers and the most deadly weapons in an attempt to crush the

will of a small nation. The United States is also trying to

impose internal changes in Viet-Nam by force under the very eyes

of world public opinion. My Government demands that this

aggressive war be terminated immediately and that the Viet-Namese

people be left alone to decide their own destiny and future.

The heroic Viet-Namese people, having proved their ability to

resist aggression and work for the final victory, are best

qualified to determine their own future.

"We call also for the immediate cessation of the bombing

of North Viet-Nam. This policy has proved its failure to undermine

the will of the people. The billions of dollars that are being

squandered on mass destruction could be better spent for the good

of humanity, to provide food for the millions who are suffering

from hunger and starvation, and to provide a dignified life for

all. I declare here my Government's support for the heroic

struggle of the Viet-Namese people against American colonialism

and intervention. My country associates itself with all those who

believe that an end must be put immediately to this mass massacre. "
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Mr. Tomeh, Syrian Arab Republic (A/PV.1702 at page 2):

"... In Viet-Nam, a savage, immoral, illegal war is still being waged

by the United States Government against heroic people of that land.

Their subjection to the most sophisticated modern American weaponry and

to the continued bombing of the North has raised violent protests, not

only throughout the world outside but within the United States itself

as well, against what constitutes war crimes."

Mr. Al-Jaber, Kuwait (A/PV.1702 at page 67):

"The world today is fraught with grave dangers. The war which is

still being fought in Viet-Nam can lead to an international conflagration

which may put an end to human life on this earth. It has not yet been

possible to find an honourable solution to this conflict. We add our

voice to the voices of those who have been calling for a cessation of

the bombing of North Viet-Nam, because we are convinced that such a

step is necessary to create a favourable atmosphere for the peace talks

now taking place in Paris. We hope that those talks will be successful

and will bring about the solution that is so desired by people everywhere.

We believe that the ideal solution to this problem should be based on

the principles of the Geneva Agreements, which emphasized the right of

the people of Viet-Nam to self-determination without foreign interference."

Mr. Wei Tao-ming, China (A/PV.1703 at page 10-11):

"The war in Viet-Nam continues to cause universal concern. The

preliminary peace talks in Paris between the United States and North

Viet-Nam have so far been no more than an exercise in futility. Hanoi

has used the talks more as a sounding board for propaganda than as a

means of bringing the agonizing war to a speedy conclusion. The partial

bombing halt has not brought about a de-escalation of war on the part of

Hanoi. It has merely enabled North Viet-Nam to infiltrate more troops

and military supplies to the South. And what is more, any expression of

a willingness for negotiation on its part does not necessarily signify

a change in objectives. The doctrine of protracted conflict expounded

by Mao Tse-tung blurs the traditional distinction between war and peace.

Peace negotiations would only be another form of warfare fought with

political and psychological weapons rather than with military hardware.
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"The Chinese Communist regime, let it be remembered, was one of the

prime movers of the Viet-Nam war. To that regime, Viet-Nam is the

proving ground of Mao Tse-tung's theory of "people's war", and the

conquest of the Republic of Viet-Nam would serve to enhance Peiping's

leadership in the world communist movement. It is not surprising,

therefore, that the Chinese Communists are bitterly opposed to any

negotiated settlement in Viet-Nam. On the other hand, Moscow seems to

take a comparatively softer line in regard to peace negotiations. As

Hanoi is still trying to maintain an equilibrium in its relations with

Moscow and Peiping, it is reasonable to assume that the outcome of the

Paris talks may well hinge upon the ebb and flow of the influence exerted

respectively by Moscow and Peiping,

"My Government and people support the Republic of Viet-Nam in its

valiant struggle for the maintenance of national independence and freedom.

Our admiration goes out to the long-suffering Viet-Namese people for

their courage, and our sympathy for their sacrifices. It is gratifying

to note that even under conditions of a terrible war, they have made

notable progress in the social, economic and political fields. Subversion

from within and aggression from without have not prevented them from

making progress toward democratic government.

"The people in South Viet-Nam wish to live in peace, among themselves

as well as with their neighbours. The peace to which they aspire is a

genuine peace, a peace based on law and justice, not a peace that would

deliver millions of free men to Communist enslavement. They struggle

for the right to determine their own destiny. They cannot be expected

to accept proposals which would mortgage their own future. What is at

stake, moreover, is more than the fate of the Republic of Viet-Nam; it

is the fate of all Asia,"

Mr. Umba di Lutete, Democratic Republic of the Congo (A/PV.1703 at page 34):

"Furthermore, when we note the burning questions that affect the

peace of the world it is impossible not to mention the painful problem

posed by the escalation of the destructive war in Viet-Nam. My country

is particularly concerned over the suffering of the people of Viet-Nam

and we remain convinced that resort to force is not the way to the

complete re-establishment of peace in the Indo-Chinese peninsula. On

this subject my country supports the efforts made thus far by the
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Secretary-General of the United Nations and we express the hope that

the negotiations in Paris will lead some day — regardless of how slight

the chances appear to be — to positive results."

Mr. Ntawurishira, Burundi (A/PV.1703 at page 48):

"The world needs peace everywhere: in Africa, in the Middle East,

in Viet-Nam and in Europe. For Viet-Nam, with the opening of the Paris

negotiations we thought that there was a ray of hope on the horizon.

Unfortunately, those negotiations have been going on for several months

while the war continues to rage in that country. That war would have

been stopped already if the Viet-Namese themselves had been able to

settle their own problems without any foreign interference. Non-inter-

ference in the internal affairs of States is a principle which must

remain inviolate. That interference cannot be justified in Viet-Nam

any more than can the recent events in Czechoslovakia."

Mr. Rabemananjara, Madagascar (A/PV.1703 at page 57):

"In Viet-Nam blood continues to flow and rubble continues to accumulate,

while in Paris the negotiations arfe marking time on previous questions,

which casts doubt on a real desire for peace."

(A/PV.1703 at page 62):

"Madagascar urgently asks the Paris negotiators, the Americans and

the Norfc Viet-Namese, that they seek a peaceful solution in order to

enable the Viet-Namese people to choose freely and independently a form

of government which they want to establish. May I here echo the recent

statements of ̂ ice-President Humphrey. Would the great American people

really take considerable risks in completely stopping the bombing of

North Viet-Nam. One could then really gauge the desire of Hanoi for

peace. If the infiltration of men and material does not cease and if

terrorism continues, it only means that Hanoi does not really want peace

and is in fact opposed to the establishment of a Government through

democratic means,"
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Mr. Omar. Somalia (A/PV.170̂  at page 3):

"The long-drawn-out suffering of the people of Viet-Nam continues

even while the talks in Paris give some hope for an end to that terrible

war. While my Government hopes that both sides will use the conference

table to work towards a speedy end to the war, we believe that the United

States has an international and moral obligation to stop the bombing of

North Viet-Nam and so to initiate those first steps which can create the

conditions necessary for meaningful negotiations to take place. It is at

least possible for the United States to make this gesture and to place the

onus for responding to it, in the cause of peace, on the Government of

North Viet-Nam. We repeat our conviction expressed last year: that the

Viet-Namese people alone have the right to decide how they should turn to

the building of a unified State, and to decide what form that State should

take."

Mr» Gurinovich. Byelorussian SSR (A/PV.1T04 at pages 18-21):

"... What has been the attitude of United Nations Members towards the

criminal aggression of the United States against the Viet-Namese people?

The agreement of the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam to

have its representatives meet the American party in Paris has been approved

by everybody. Almost all speakers have come out in favour of the successful

conclusion of those talks. The overwhelming majority of delegations have

evinced an understanding for the readiness of the Government of the Democratic

Republic of Viet-Nam to discuss other matters relating to the Viet-Namese

problem after a complete and unconditional cessation by the United States

of its bombings and all other acts of war against the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nam.

"It is not fortuitous that this year the number of countries insistently

demanding that the United States put an immediate end to the bombings of the

territory of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, as an important and urgent

first step towards the political solution of this problem, has increased;

and nobody except those who assist American aggression in Viet-Nam, and

the allies of the United States in aggressive blocs, has supported the

demagogical demands of the United States, that there be a so-called mutual

de-escalation, since this demand is nothing but an attempt to compel the
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freedom-loving people of Viet-Nam to put an end to its just war of

liberation and to bow before the aggressor.

"¥e are convinced that through a concerted effort the peoples of

the world, at the side of the heroic people of Viet-Nam, will, in the

final analysis, compel the United States of America to put an end to

the continuing war of aggression in Viet-Nam which continues exclusively

because of the position of the United States. The well-known position

of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the political programme of the

National Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam of 1 September 1967, which

are fully in keeping with the Geneva Agreements of 195̂ , open up the

possibility of a political settlement of the Viet-Namese problem. With

the end of the war in Viet-Nam one of the main obstacles in the way of

the constructive efforts of peace-loving States to create a more stable

international climate and the solution of many other problems would be

removed."

Mr. Alarcon de Quesada. Cuba (A/PV.1T05 at pages 11-15):

"The war of aggression unleashed by the North American imperialists

against Viet-Nam is the most eloquent and flagrant proof that in order

to achieve and consolidate their independence the small nations of the

world have no other recourse but direct combat without quarter against

their enemies.

"The heroic Viet-Namese resistance proves again that at the end of

that road there can be only one possible result, namely, the complete

overthrow of the aggressors and the victory of peoples.

"Against Viet-Nam, North American imperialism has brought to bear

all its resources, excepting only nuclear weapons. It has concentrated on

South Viet-Namese soil more than half a million Yankee soldiers. It has

built up dozens of military bases, and against the patriots it has used

thousands of tons of demolition bombs. It sows the fields with chemical

and bacteriological substances. It fires on the villages. It throws

napalm on the huts. It tortures and murders tens of thousands of the

inhabitants. But still, the Yankees are being vanquished there. The

Viet-Namese population, headed by the National Liberation Front, has struck

blow after blow against the aggressors; it tears up and destroys all the

Pentagon plans.



"The Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam is being bombed implacably by

the North American Air Force day and night and has been subjected to this

for more than four years. Schools and hospitals, factories and temples

are destroyed and their rubble stands as evidence of the most monstrous

crime in the annals of history. Against the territory of Democratic Viet-

Nam, attacks have been carried out by sea and air and, at the same time,

it is subjected to an intense trade blockade.

"But the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam rises proudly and throws back

Yankee barbarism. Ve can now state that the aggressive policy of the

North American Government against Viet-Nam is entirely exploded and

bankrupt. In the military field even the most servile spokesman for

imperialism cannot possibly speak of obtaining ultimate victory. Politically

speaking also, the war is a complete rout for the aggressors.

"The hypocritical allegations about peace have been unmasked as

clumsy manoeuvres intended to hoodwink world public opinion and to hold

back the increasing tide of world repugnance towards these crimes. The

conversations in Paris have bared the true Yankee intention, its stubborn

opposition to an unconditional cessation of bombing and other aggressive

acts against the territory of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nara.

"In all corners of the world a movement is now rising and growing

on the part of those who oppose the imperialist aggression. In the

aggressor country itself, day by day new contingents of young people, of

intellectuals, of the sectors of the population that are most aware of the

facts, express their disapproval of a policy that is of benefit only to a

handful of great monopolists and which has brought down on the American

nation the dishonour and opprobrium of mankind. Important groups of the

American people refuse to continue to uphold a war which already constitutes

a heavy burden on their country and that has dragged the United States into

one of its most serious crises.

"Today, all honest men of this planet stand shoulder to shoulder with

the Viet-Namese people in its struggle. Viet-Nam today has become the

banner of the revolutionists of the world, of all the progressive peoples

of the world, of all the patriots of the world, wherever they may be. The

very fate of mankind is at stake in Viet-Nam. In Viet-Nam a decision is

being taken on the right of the small and weak peoples to mould their own
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future with their own hands; the right of the poor people, pirated for

centuries by imperialist interests, to control their own standard of

living according to the development of history; the right of peoples,

tyrannized by servile cliques obedient to foreign orders, to safeguard

their national values and to speak with the true voice of the people in

the international community.

"In that struggle being carried out on behalf of all the peoples

of the world, Viet-Nara will be the victor. And we are given the certainty

of this not only because of the deep conviction that nothing can stop

the historic trend towards progress, but because of the very concrete

facts which we see in the struggle in South-East Asia which stand as

guarantees of the secure and final victory of the Viet-Namese people.

"My delegation pays a tribute from this rostrum to the Viet-Namese

people our brothers in the same anti-imperialist struggle, to the National

Liberation Front of South Viet-Nam, and to the Government and Party of

the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam for their just, firm and courageous

stand of unshaken resistance to the imperialist aggressor."

Mr. Malitza. Romania (A/PV.1T05 at pages ̂ O-Ul):

"... The violation by force of the Viet-Namese peoples's right to solve

its problems by exercising its sovereignty has continued to be a problem

which is of legitimate concern to all mankind.

"While consistently working to exclude force as a means of solving

outstanding international issues and to establish relations based on the

observance of the independence and territorial integrity of each and every

State, Romania has constantly supported the just struggle of the people

of Viet-Wam. The Romanian Government has repeatedly stressed the need

for the final and unconditional cessation of bombing and of the other

acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, a free and

independent State, and for creating the appropriate conditions to enable

the Paris talks to reach favourable results, so that the Viet-Namese

people can decide their own future and that this source of tension which

menaces international peace and has nefarious effects on peaceful

co-operation among States, can be removed."
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Mr. Ishak, Singapore (A/PV.1T05 at page 56):

"We have celebrated 1968 as the International Year for Human

Rights but the actual condition of human rights in the world gives us

no cause for celebration. In too many parts of the vorld mankind still

suffers from the scourge of war, from hunger and from repression. The

Viet-Nam war continues to take its daily toll of the lives of innocent

people as well as of the belligerents and brings untold suffering to

the living. It is to be hoped that the current moves to end the

deadlock in the Paris talks will lead to a settlement acceptable to

the parties concerned."

Mr. Solano Lopez. Paraguay (A/PV.1705 at page 66):

"In Viet-Nam a cruel and destructive war continues, a war that is

even more painful than any other; but, fortunately, conversations have

begun in Paris in whose positive results all peace-loving men and all

who desire justice are placing their hopes. When I say "positive results"

I am thinking of political solutions within the framework of the Geneva

Agreements.

"We recognize the fact that but little progress has been achieved

thus far, but the very fact that the conversations continue allows us to

nurture the hope that the adversaries will, in the near future, be able

to overcome the difficulties that separate them and to restore peace with

justice in that sorely beset region of South East Asia."

Mr. Sevilla-Sacasa, Nicaragua (A/PV.1705 at page 8?):

"With respect to the tragedy of South Viet-Wam, my Government

cherishes the hope that from the negotiating table in Paris there may

emerge some beginning of an understanding, the start of "a political

solution on honourable terms — a solution consistent with the safety and

national existence of all of the smaller nations of South East Asia

(1677th meeting, page 22), as stated by Secretary of State Dean Rusk.

"Let us likewise recall what that distinguished statesman said in

his eloquent speech delivered on the 2nd of this month in this Assembly:

'We want to ensure that the people of South Viet-Nam can decide

their own destiny free of force.
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'We believe that the question of the reunification of Viet-Nam

should be decided through free choice by the peoples of North and

South Viet-Nam without outside interference.

"¥e want a settlement on the basis of the 195̂  and 1962 Geneva

Agreements'."



- 78 -

Mr. Hunlede. Togo (A/PV.1T06 at page 7):

"The war in Viet-Nam with its sequel of destruction and suffering

remains as much of concern as ever. Last year my dountry recommended

the total halting of bombing, followed by negotiations. While we are

gratified to see the beginning of negotiations, between the two parties

in Paris, we deplore the continued bombing even at a slower pace, whereas

the total halting of bombing might have constituted an element

contributing to the success of those negotiations. We can do nothing

other than renew our appeal to the two parties in the hope that these

long-awaited negotiations may reach satisfactory results."

Mr. Odaka. Uganda (A/PV.1706 at page 22):

"Once more I wish to refer to the Viet-Nam conflict. The war in

Viet-Nam must come to an end if international peace is to be preserved.

This war has led not only to the destruction of life and property in

Viet-Nam, but also to the unnecessary waste of valuable resources which

could have been utilized for peaceful economic development to the advantage

of mankind. While we welcome the talks in Paris as a step in the right

direction, we regret that, so far, no breakthrough is in sight. A sense

of urgency must be brought to bear on the negotiations. We still hope

that these deliberations will yield a lasting solution to the Viet-Nam

tragedy.

"As in the past, we are still convinced that the People's Republic

of China should take its righful place in this Organization. Without the

representation of the People's Republic of China in this Organization,

there cannot be a solution to the problem of disarmament, without which

there cannot be a lasting peace."

Mr. Geghman. Yemen (A/PV.1706 at page 32):

"The heroic people of Viet-Nam have been subjected to the misery of

unjust wars for long years. The voices of the peoples around the world

have been deafeningly clear, vehement and insistent, demanding that the

United States put an end to this horrifying human butchery. The bombing

of Viet-Nam must stop immediately and unconditionally; and foreign troops
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oust leave that country to its own people. The people of Viet-Nam

are the masters of their own destiny. The lot of today's interventionists

and intruders in Viet-Nam will not be better than the lot of their

predecessors in Dien-Bien-Phu."

Mr. Bouteflika. Algeria (A/PV.1T07 at pages 58-41):

"In fact the war continues to rage in Viet-Nam, and, of all the

ambitions of a State, the most dangerous for world peace today is that

which ultimately reflects only an excessive desire for vain grandeur and

false glory — for what real grandeur could result for the power of the

United States from an undertaking which consists of reducing by force of

arms the invincible resistance of the people of Viet-Nam? What glory

could crown this tragic undertaking if the people of Viet-Nam, the

victim of a real genocide, were to cease to exist? No interest, no cause,

no political philosophy could explain aggression.

"Certainly, while brutal force confers neither right nor reason, we

must nevertheless fear that justifications for war have been carried so

far as to lose the power to stop the effects. However, no more than

elsewhere, in this terrible affair peace cannot be decided by weapons.

The will to win and to impose oneself because of the law of the strongest

has never ensured military success.

"The problem of Viet-Nam seems to be debated in the interminable talks

in Paris, which we welcomed with relief at the time, and we hope that they

will soon lead to the satisfactory peace so much awaited by the entire

world. The war continues with renewed vigour and the prospects for a

solution, which at one time seemed to have appeared, seem to have been

pushed once again into an indefinite future.

"It now seems obvious that nothing positive can be done in the quest

for peace as long as acts of aggression are perpetrated against the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and as long as United States bombing of

that country continues. One cannot validly compare the responsibilities

of a small State which defends itself against a foreign aggression to

those of a great Power which intervenes militarily in a territory which

does not belong to it and against a people which wishes freely to decide

its destiny."



- 80 -

Mr. Mondjo, Congo (Brazzaville) (A/PV.1707 at page 62):

"The question of Viet-Nam, even though it is not on our agenda,

continues to have serious repercussions in the world and especially in

this Assembly.

"The aggression perpetrated by the United States, despite our Charter

and despite morality and the Christian ethics which the so-called civilized

States recognize, constitutes in the view of my delegation one of the

most serious threats to the maintenance of peace in the world.

"Yesterday and today my Government has said and continues to say that

only the immediate and unconditional cessation of the bombing of the

Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam would constitute a first step towards the

restoration of peace in that area. Our delegation takes this opportunity

to salute the heroic resistance of the brave Viet-Namese people in its just

struggle against the American aggressor."


