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11 July 1985

Dear Mr. Ambassador,

In the absence of the Secretary-General, who is in Europe
at present on an official mission, I should like to thank you
for forwarding the photograph that Vice President Bush sent hia
of their recent meeting in Geneva. I shall bring it to the
Secretary-General's attention immediately upon his return to
United Nations headquarters.

The Secretary-General would, I am sure, wish me to request
you to convey his warm regards and thanks to the Vice President.

Please accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

Virenara Dayal
Chet de Cabilnet

His Excellency
Mr. Vernon A. Walters
Permanent Representative of the
United States Mission to the United lations
iew York
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Note for the Secretary-General A\ OEOA
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Subject: Conference on emergency situation in Africa :,(.2}5
ol

Geneva, 11 March 1985

1. Purpose of the conference

The proposed Conference will be organized within the mandate
given to the Secretary-General in General Assembly resolution 39/29
of 3 December 1984 entitled "Critical Situation in Africa". 1In the
Declaration adopted thereunder, the Secretary-General is requested
by paragraph 26 "to continue his commendable efforts in alerting and
sensitizing the international community to the plight of African
countries, in moblllzlng additional assistance to Africa, as well as
in co-ordinating the activities of the United Nations system in -
‘Africa and in monitoring the situation, and to ‘present periodic
reports thereon."

2. Invitations

a) Invitations will be extended to all states and pertinent
1nter-governmental and non-governmental organizations and to
appropriate agencies and programmes of the United Natlons system to
attend the Conference. y

b) Invitations will be sent to each government by cable to
allow sufficient time for preparation. 1In addition, a note verbale
will be sent to each Permanent Representative in New York together
with the official documentation for the Conference.

c) In view of the special interest of the OAU, invitations will
also be sent to the Current Chairman (President | Nyerere) and to
Dr. Peter Onu, acting Secretary-General. This will follow the
practice adoptéd at ICARA II.

d) South Africa - no invitation will be sent to South Africa
because of the attitude of the African Group. This will not cause
any legal problem since the Conference is being convened on the
initiative of the Secretary-General, and it is left to his
discretion as to which states should be invited. The Legal Office
(Mr. Zacklin) agrees with this approach. '

The position is quite different to that which existed at the
time of the Refugee Conference (ICARA II). At that Conference the
Secretary-General was obliged by the terms of the General Assembly
resolution to extend invitations to all Member States. The
Secretary-General had no discretion over the invitations.



As a matter of courtesy, we could let the South African
Mission know beforehand the reason why it is not being invited.
Mr. Morse said he was ready to speak to Ambassador von Schirnding on
behalf of the Secretary-General.

e) The only other problem which could arise concerns Israel.
Fortunately here the situation is quite different to that of South
Africa. 1Israel was present at the meeting on 17 December at UN
Headquarters and no objection was made by the African group to its
‘presence. Israel also participated in the Refugee Conference
despite objections by Syria and Libya.

3. Conduct of the Conference

a) President - since this is an initiative taken by the
Secretary-General within the mandate extended to him by the General
Assembly, it is proposed that the Secretary-General preside over the
opening meeting. Should it not be possible to accommodate all
speakers on the opening day, provision has been made for the
Conference to continue on the 12th. The Secretary-General could
designate Mr. B. Morse to replace him in the Chair on that day.

b) Podium arrangements - it is suggested that the seating on the
podium be restricted to the following: The Secretary-General,

Mr. Bradford Morse, the representative of the OAU Chairman, the OAU
Secretary-General, Mr. A.Adedeji, Mr. A.A.Farah and the Secretary of
the Conference. It is recommended that Mr. J. Gazarian be engaged
as Secretary. = — =

c) Rules of procedures -the Conference, because of its nature
and structure, should be governed by the rules of procedure for UN
pledging conferences. This was the practice followed at ICARA II.
Any procedural matter not covered by these rules of procedures could
be settled in accordance with the rules applicable to committees of
the General Assembly.

d) List of speakers - because of the time factor and the number
of participants who might wish to take the floor, provision is being
made for meetings on the 1llth and 12th. It may be necessary to hold
an evening meeting on the llth to meet the convenience of
participants who are required to return to their capitals that same
day.
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A.A. Farah '///

15 February 1985

cc: Mr. B. Morse
Messrs. Dayal/Diallo
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CONFIDENTIELLE cc: M. Dayal

NOTE A L'ATTENTION DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL

Evaluation de la Conférence de Genéve sur l'urgence en Afrique

1. Suite & votre requéte, je vous prie de trouver, ci-joint, deux
documents d'évaluation de la conférence susmentionnée.

Dans le premier document, M. Farah, porte sa propre évaluation
sur l'ensemble de la Conférence.

Le second document est un récapitulatif des contributions,
établi & partir des discours des participants.

2. La substance de ces deux documents nous révéle gue :

a) La Conférence a été un succés du point de vue de la
participation (125 Etats & un niveau elevé + un nombre considérable
d'organisations gouvernementales et non gouvernementales). Il y a
lieu de relever ici que le degré de politisation des débats a été
mineur : l'aspect humanitaire a ete prepondeérant.

b) Du point de vue de la presse également, la Conférence est
pergue comme un succés. En effet, elle a été largement couverte en
dépit de la concurrence des négociations sur le désarmement.

c) Le total des contributions s'éléve & un peu plus de
2 milliards de dollars. Cependant, fait important,
la quasi-totalite de cette somme porte sur l'aide alimentaire qui
sera fournie en nature a travers les canaux bilateraux, les
Organisations non gouvernementales et le systeme des Nations Unies.
En d'autres termes, les contributions en especes, a ce jour, sont
insignifiantes.

Ceci semble confirmer la volonté des donateurs de tout faire
pour eviter de donner au systeme des Nations Unies les moyens de
créer une nouvelle bureaucratie pour traiter de la situation
d'urgence en Afrique.

Issa Diallo/JH
Le 15 mars 1985
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CONFERENCE ON THE EMERGENCY SITUATION IN AFRICA

From our perspective, the Conference was successful. 1In the
first instance, it attracted high level participation from all
geographical regions. More than 125 Member States attended, as well
as representatives of major non-governmental organizations. In
addition to the Presidents of Tanzania and Niger and
Vice-President Bush, approximately 40 countries were represented at
the ministerial level. There were more than 70 formal statements
and attendance remained high in spite of the long hours required.
The Conference also provided an opportunity for informal

consultations among participants.

The statements by African representatives clearly expressed
their needs and emphasized, as you did in your presentations, the
importance of dealing with both the emergency and more long-term
development. Representatives of other countries affirmed their deep

concern and their willingness to assist.

It is not possible to quantify the results of the Conference in
terms of new commitments. Clearly substantial progress was made
and, in spite of the short time available, some countries were in a
position to announce major new commitments (e.g. Italy assistance of
almost $1 billion over the next 18 months, most of which will go to
Africa). The United States pledged to meet 50 percent of emergency
food requirements -- approximately 3 million tonnes costing more
than $1 billion -~ in addition to their regular aid programme.
BEqually significant were the modest pledges made by developing

countries.




OONFERENCE FOR THE EMERGENCY SITUATION IN AFRICA

(Contributions)

This is a list of announcements of commitments, or intentions, which:

- are relief and emergency-related,

- appear to be additional.

food aid is calculated at $200 per ton.

Country

usa

Prepared to meet 50 per
cent of emergency food
requirements in 1985...

Total for food and drought
assistance in 1985

ITALY

New law just approved for
emergency aid and rehabili-
tation over 18 months -"fully
consistent with the first of
the appeals coming from the
United Nations and with the
aims of this Conference".

Food or

national currency

3 million tons

L. 1,900 billion

Where governments announced no value,

Approx.equivalent
in US$ million

1,000

900



LUXEMBOURG

Food aid - supplementary

contribution

FINLAND

- Contribution to emergency
needs listed in document-
just under half to be
settled through UNDP and
UNICEF

- An additional contribution
of fertilizers is being
considered and will be

announced

DENMARK

Contribution of cereals through
WEP and UNHCR to be announced

in coming weeks

NETHERLANDS

Additional assistance to Sudan
through WFP (transportation

and distribution)

Additional food aid announced
at Conference

Fs. 20 million

MK. 12.4 million

25,000 tons

Guilders 7.8 million

15,000 tons grain or
equivalent (Guilders
20 million)

3.2

5.0

2.0



NORWAY

Grant through NGO for Ethiopia
and Mali 2.3

AUSTRALIA

Special contribution to

- OECA A$ 100,000 0.07
- WFP A$ 500,000 0.36

A$ 600,000 0.43
YUGOSLAVIA

Allocation this year for most
seriously affected countries Dinars 400 million 1.6

GREECE

Financing delivery of food aid
to Ethiopia Drachma 50 million 0.35

CHINA

- New food aid for first

half 1985 5,000 10.0
- Also farm tools and seeds
- Ready to explore ways of

providing food aid through

multilateral channels



TURKEY

Food aid programme for Sudano-
Sahelian area, mostly bilateral

HUNGARY

Special emergency assistance in
1985, mainly bilateral to Ethiopia

MOROCCO

Contribution made through President
of CILLS.

INDONESIA

Special contribution for emergency
requirements in Africa

10.0

0.09
(90.000)

10.0

0.025
($25,000)
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FICHE DE TRANSMISSION
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sont les suivantes :

1)

2)

b))

4)

5)

6)

GE.B85-60725

'Déclaration de cléture du Président de la COnréréﬁéz
sur la sjtuatjon d'urgence en Afrique

Genéve, 11 et 12 mars 1985 ]

A mon avie, les pflhcipalel oonclusions découlant manifestement de la Conférence

= La Conférence proclams 88 solidarité avec les gouvernements et les psuples
des pays d'Afrique victimes de la sécherease et de la famine qui frappent
actuellement oe continent; : .

= La Conférence affirme l'engagement pris par la communauté internationale ~
de ooopérer avec ces gouvarhéments.et ces peupies et leurl organisationg
régionlléa et de leur apporter son soﬁtien, en prenant une part des lourdes
charges que la situation d'urgence leur impose; '

- Le rang de priorité le plus élevé deit continuer d'&tre accordé & 1'opération,

dont la Conférence eat une partie lmportante, consistant & identifier les = '
besoins humains urgents, en particulier dans les pays les plua touchés, £e
& sulvre ces besoins, i les porter & 1l'attention des donateurs, i mobiliser .
les ressources supplémentaires qui sont nécessaires pour y répondre et i
assurer la répartition fonctionnelle et la remise de l'assistance d'urgence

en temps voulu et d'une maniére efficace et coordonnée, en oollaboration

avec lea gouvernements des pays victimea;

= Le r8le important Que les Nations Unies doivent jouer, face & cette situation

d'urgence, sous la coordination du Bureau des opérations d'urgence en Afrique
‘établi par le Secrétaire général, est affirmé et devrait recevoir le plein appui
st venir 3 1'appul des gouverpements, des institutions spécialisées et des
organisations intgrgouvernementales et non gouvernementales, et 1) conviendrait
d'utilisar & plein les capacités exiitantas; ' '

= L'adoption de mesures conarétes pour porter reméde & la situation d'urgence

actuelle facilitera, avec l'appul e}bérieur nécessaire, le redressement,
le rétablissement et le développement & long terme des pays victimes;

- Les gouvornem;nts africains, a dui 1l appartient au premier chef de faire face

4 la situstion d'urgence et & ses conaéquences, doivent recevoir le plein &ppui
de 1s comnunauté internstionale dans les efforts qu'ils déploient pour

prendre les mesures appropriées nécessaires en vue de développer leur.propre
cspacité de production alimentaire et de parvenir au de5r§ d'autosuffisance

arE 1S E-2
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qui leur permetira de setisfaire les besoins alimentaires ée leur population,
de fagon Qu'une tragédie comnme celle que connaft actuellement 1'Afrique

ne puisse se répéter;

- Les efforts conjugués de la communauté 1nternat16na1e qui sont consentis,

dans le cadre établi par les Nations Unies, pour faire face & 1l'actuelle
situation d'urgence doivent conduire & une alde soutenue et concertée prétée
aux ‘pays victimes d'Afrigue, ainsi qQu'a leurs organimations régionsles
psrtinentes, en vue de subvenir aux besoins de leur redressement et de leur
développement & long terme,

£°d : *3AINID WOOITELK 62:27 SB, PT doW’
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_— o Conolu Statement of the Chairman of tha
Gonfepence on the Bmerconcy Sitvetjon 3n Africe
Gencva, 11 and 12 Yarch 1985 N

 d

In ry viev, the following are the principel cohclusicns vhich clearly
ararged from this cmrcrmu:

- «e.{1) = That this -Conference. jfﬂm its molidarity with the govcrmento and
peoples or‘ the countries. of Mﬂ.ca affscted By the devastat:lng drought
and fapine nov afflicting that cantinent;

(2) - T™hat the Conference affirms the comitnent of the internaticnal e@mty
to co-operete with and suppart these governments and pecples and ti:_gir

= . regiomal organizetions, in sharing thé heavy burdems the emergency
feposes on them; S

(3) -.That Mdtut pricrity cmtime to be aoeardod to'the Frocees, of vhich
this Cuu‘u-ence is an impertent part, of. lhntim::c the urmt human
neels especielly M the most affucted countricn; monitexing these
needs, bringing them to the attention of dcnors, mobilizing the
8dditional Tresocurces roqutrod to xeet such neceds, and ensuring the

d&plmmt aml delivery of emergency mssistance on & iinely, effeciive °
and co-crdineted 'buu, and in.collaboration with the povErmenis o
tne affected countr&es; '_ -~

(4} - Tnat the important ‘role of the United Rations in addreasing this emergency,
co~ordinated through the Office for Emergency Opemtions in Afrioce which
the Secretary-General has established, is affirmed and. e.l':culd 'be- i.\;.ly
supported by and be suppartive of specialised aganaiss, intergoverrmental

and non-govermmental organieations, and that full use de made of existing
capacitiesy Z F/: /b-,z o 3

Py \
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(3) - That ooncrete measures taken to «alleviate the current emergencgy will,
R S . ..,..-'..\d.th..th-amuary external sypport, facilitate the r;eavary, Sehabilitatian .
and lag-term development of the affected countries; -

(6).- That African goverments, vhich bear the principal reapi':d;biuty 1"¢n'

e ae e o B081ing ALY this emezgengy.and its consequences, be .t.un'y....ma;-t.a e
by the international cammnity in their efforts to teke appropriate
nea;mb noeooemaxy to develop their own food produchien eapabilities -

cr s mvis. . mmew—-.addd achieve ulfmlunu in peeting. tha food neede of thm .poaplo

eo es to preunt Mm trspdin lixe that which nov a¥flicts unm

L LI

(7) - That the comman a.nd wmified etfartl of the international cmmlty,
within the franevcrk established by the Dnited Naticos, in meeting F,

e ] . - .
-

gl this emergwnoy;: be translated into sustained and ometz‘teﬂ BUPPOTL 2 Sen et

A a -

for the affevteld African ‘countries, and their relgvant Yeginal ° ° - -
.organisations, in meeting their rehabilitetion and Iang-term ™ +°

-

Gevelopnant needs,
- ’ I' .
ZyF /5F-3
L6~
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OPFNING STATEWENT #Y SECRETARY-GFMFRAL AT CENFVA ODWRERFNCE
' COI" E“ERGENCY SITUATION IN AFRICA

The following statement was made today by Secretary-General Javier Perez
de Cuellar in orening the Geneva Conference on the Fmergency %“ituation in
Africa: -

I declare oven this Conference on the Fmergency Situation in Africa. M™ay
I tirst take this ooportunity to extend a warm welcome to all delepations tor
having accented my invitation and to express the horce that this. Conference
will succeed in achieving its ‘ob jectives. s

I should like to extend a smecial welcome to the two distinguished Heads
of State who are '7ith us today: Fis Excellency Pr. Julius Myerere, vho has
kindly accepted my invitation to address this Conference in his capacity as
current Chairman of the Orpanization of African Unity;, and to His Fxcellecny
Prigadier-Ceneral "Seyni Kountche, who will address this pathering in his
cavacity as Chairman of the Permament Inter-State Committee apainst Frought in
the <ahel.

I am also pleased that the current Chairman ot the Southern African -
Develorment Co-crdinatine Conference, President ‘l:asire of Rotswana, as well as
inter im head of the nevly formed Inter-State Authority for- Prought and
Develomment in Fastern Africa, President Hassan Couled Aptidon ot Djibouti,
have sent us messafes on behalf of their orranizations to be read by their
respective linisters of Foreien Atfairs.

I wish also .to welcome the Vice-Président ot the United States of
America, Fis Fxcellency “r. George Fush, vho has just returned from a visit to
some ot the African countries most affected by the erisis. The presence of
such distinpuished personalities, as well as of many delegations headed by
Ministers ot State, certainly aururs well for the success of this Conference.

I am confident that following these statements, we will be in a much
better position to aponreciate the nature and maenitude of the crisis facineg
Africa, the measmf"e'é which African countries are taking to cope with it and
the assistance they require from the international community.

(more)

2512p For information media — not an official record
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i“any countries in sub=Saharan Africa are expericncing a disaster of
tragic prorortions. Thirty million mern, women and children face the gerim
rcality of debilitating malnutrition, starvation and, in many cases, ceath.
Fven rore are threatcned. Thousancs have already perishcd, others are slowly
dving and uncounted more are sick, ravagcd by disease born of slow starvation.

'e have core tosfether today as representatives ot concerned Governments
and oreanizaticns, to assess the situation and the adequacy of our current
resmonse and to mobilize the additional resources which are nceded.

Your prrescnce is testimony to the global concern for the plight of the
African veople. I am convinceé that each &tatc revrescnted here will do
cverythire possible to heln thc atfected countries save lives and end
suffering without any resard to political considerations.

e tace an historic challenge. Fe must meet it, for in the
interdencncent world in which vc live, huran sufferine knows no border:
mountzins and occars are no barrier to despair, and the faces of starving
children can be seen everywhere.

The attected countries of Africa deserve ercat credit tor the valiant
eftorts they are making under crtremelvy difficult circumstences. Thev have
paid a heavy price in terms of their develomwent aspirations. “ome have also
had to bear the adcdeé burden of accormodating the erowing numbcrs of refueces
from neishbouring countrics. At ICAKAE II [thce Second Intermational Conference
cn Assistance tc Fetugecs in Atrica) last surmmer, we had ar ooneortunity to
revicw the sitvation of retugecs in Africa and to agrce on a common aoproech .
This crovided a basis ter hove. #®ut unfortunately in the months that have
followed, thc situation bhas deteriorated as hundreds of thousands have crossed
borders in search of food.

Prought alone is not the solc cause’ot this terrible situation. Iancs,
alrcady arid and frarile, have becn subjected to the mounting pressures ot
erovirg numbers of pcoPblc scekine the®bhere necessitics of life. Per capita
tood producticn tor domestic consumption has been ceclining. (n ton of all of
this vas the ncrative impact of adversc interrational ecororic conditions.

For some years, the early warning siens of this crisis were there for all
to sce. The lagos Plan ot Action, apnroved hy the Heads of African
Covernments in 1920, recognized the dangers and called for a collective
resoonse. Studics by the Torlé’kank, FAN [the Food and Aericulture
Creanization) and FCA (the Fconomic Commission fer Africa) struck the same
thcare and surgested remedial weasurcs. vore than a year afe, I roreated this
warning and urged the internatiorsl community to unadcrtake a wajor actiom in
suoport of Africa.

The international community did respond. Tor examnle, food aic to Africa
incrcased siomifticantly. Rut the resronse has clearly tallen short of the

eroving needs. ione of us can be heony r7ith the rresent state of affairs.

(more)
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Givan the bacl eround, it is clear that the entire internaticnal community
must be robilized on a scale far exceeding anything done up to now. The war
we wape on famine in Africa today threatens more lives than ever have been
lost in any war in historv. ‘e have the inpenuity and the resources to win.
fhat wve need is the nolitical will.

vhile we:pust increase our assistance to the affected countries, 1 am
confident that they, in turn, will'-do their utmost to ensure that the most
efficient use is made of the resources made available.

As for the Imited 'ations system, I have received assurances from the
heads of the specialized agencies that they will continue to resnond
effectively to the crisis, and that they will co-ordinate their efforts to
achieve the mwimum util ization of resourcs:s.

As part of this process, I have established under my direct supervision a
special it -- the Nffice for Frergency Cperations in Africa -- to assist me
in co-ordinating the resrconse ot the United Iations and mobilizing the
interrational corrmunity. I have nlaced that the head of this Office three
senior (mited Mations otticizls in whom I have the utmost confidence --
wr, #racford lorse, the Acriuistrator ot the Tnited iations Develomment
Programme, 'r. Adebayo Adedeji, Fxecutive ecretary of the Fconomic Commission
for Africa, and ¢r. Abby ¥arah, Ilncder-tecretary-General for. srecial Political
Nuastions. In additior, tr. Faurice Strong of Canaca has been appointed as
Fxecutive Co-ordinator ot the Cffice.

They are reccivire the full sunrort anc co-omerztion of all the relevant
Imited slations orranizations and snecialized agencies.

I am rarticularly eratificd to sce the rcw endeavour taline shape, as it
provides a unique anu encouragine example of how the Inited I'ations family can
wove 1in unison.

ty objective is to help the atfected countries cevelop a framework for
co-orfination for emergency etforts. ¥For each country, there is.a need to
reach coinmon afrcement on the requirarcnts, to mobilize the necessary
resources and to helr to censure that these resources are brought to bear in
the rost effective manrer nossible as mart of a comron internstional etfort to
deal with the emergency. The #esident Co-ordinators of the 'mited Mations
system heve already initiated this orocess, in tull consultation with the
Governments concerned and the interested donor community,

Vous avez sous les yeux le rarport €tabli sur ma cemande par le Fureau
des opdrations d'urrence en Afrique, en coorération avec les différentes
institutions ces iations Imies. Ce raonort évalue la nature et l'étendue de
la situation ¢'urrence dans une vingtaine de pays et chiffre les besoins &
satisfaire pcur 1°35. 11 ressort de cette €valuation que 1'ensemble des
ressources restant & trouver pour cette ann€e - aide alimentaire, dotations
agricoles, services cde sant€, cav, moyens lomistiques et fournitures d'urgence
- s'€levera au total 3 plus ¢'ur milliard et <demi- de dollars.

(more)
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Ce rapport décrit des faits qui sont souvent cruels et démoralisants,
mais il est le reflet de la réalité. Ime seule rénonse possible : 1l'action,
d'une zmrleur excentionnellc et dans les plus brets dé€lais. Je demande aux
membres ce la comnunauté dcs donateurs qui sont renrésentés 3 cette Conféreance
de contirmer 1l'engagcment cu'ils ont d€id pris et de fairc tous les zttcorts
ndcessaires pour tournir les rcessources additionnelles requises, soit dans ie
cadre de leurs programmes bilatdraux, soit par 1'intermédiaire des
institutions internationales existantes.

I1 est indisrensable de faire en sorte que chacun des Ftats atteints
regoive l'assistence voulve ct que l'ackeminement de celle-ci se roursuive
sans interruntion.

Pans l'imm€caiat, la tiche est de sauver ces vies huraines et d'alldger -
les souffrances des malades et des affamés . mais nous ne pouvons en rester
1d. Il cst tcut aussi ureent de jeter pour l'avenir les bases d'un
déve lorpement sain et durable. C'est ainsi seulement que les veuples
d'Afriaue scront en rmesure d'ddifier vne vie nouvelle dans la dignité et dans
1'esvoir.

Il serait donc dangereux de détourncr vers le timancewent ces ocrdérations
d'urgence des *onds qui ont &t€ allouds 4 1l'aicdc an dévelonvement 4 long
terre. Point n'est besoin ce vous dire que toute 1'zice d'ureecnce est la
bienvenus mais jc vous conjure en méme temns de prencre des mesures
ercentionnelles atin de fournir les fonds nécessaires pour faire tace 3 cette
cituation d'ecxtréme vregence sars amtuter 1l'assistance diswonible pour le
adveloonement 3 lone terme.

Je rote avec une crofonde satisfacticn qu'2 se récente rdunion ce Paris,
1a Panque mondiale a €td en mesure de mcbiliser nlus ¢'un milliard de dollars
pour son trosramme c'action en faveur de 1'Afrique sub-saharienne. Tout
aussi imrcrtante a &td 1 'heurecuse issue des consultations qui rermettront au
Fond international <e Advelobppement aericole cde woursuivre ses onérations. I1
importc que ces efferts multilatéraux et 4'autres encore continuent de

recevoir l'apnui sans réserve de la communauté internationale.

Porr que nos effcrts aboutissent, il nous taut taire face 3 toutes les
catéegories de wroblémes cdevant lesquels sc trouvent les nays d'Afrique. i &me
avant la sécheressc, la situation économique de bon nombre de ces pavs
conrengait 3 se détériorer, notamment sous l'ettet ¢ 'une conjoncture
internationale dé€favorable. Ce sont 13 des situations qui, dans bien des cas,
persistent.

Il - iwrporte donc que 1l'aicdc d'urrernce s'accorvasne de mesurcs positives
pour alléger ces contraintcs. Dans la Eclaration sur la situation critique
en Afrique qu‘elle a aoprouvée d sa derniérc session, l'tssemblde gdnérale a
souligné comhien il importe de se battre sur le double freont de 1'urgence et
du dévelomncient ct de définir les domaines prioritaircs d'action.

(more)
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Les pays atteints savent eux-mémes qu'il leur faut revoir et, le cas
éché€ant, r€aménager leurs structures et leurs pvolitiques de base.

Ils savent aussi combien il est imp€ratif de réaliser un_équilibre
durahle entre la oroduction alimentaire et l'accroissement c¢e la population.
I.'été dernier, 3 %exico, la Conférence internationazle sur la population a fait
ressortir l'ampleur de ce orobléme et 1l'effort sans nrécédent. qui doit étre
fait pour le maitriser.

‘ais la nécessité d'agir vite se fait encore plus évidente 4 qui constate
qu'au taux actuel G'accroisscment démosraphique, )'Afrique aura 4 la fin du

siécle 324 millions de houches de plus 8 nourrir, soit une auementation de
orés de 60 ctour cent.

Ve ainsi dans son contextc c'emsemble, 1l est maniteste que notre tdche
ne saurait &tre accomplie en 1%85. Il certain nombre de situations d'ureence
n'aurort pas cncore <isparu en 1S2¢, méme si les conditions cliratiques
venaient 3 s'am€liorer. les mesures que nous nrencdrons pour vy taire face
devront in€vitablement se coubiner -avec 1l'ctfort fait pour acc€lérer le rythme
du déveloopement 3 tlus long terme. Il faudra donc harmoniser au mieux les
mesures vicant 3 taire tace & la situvation d'ureence et 1'application des
enseirnerents tirés de cette exne€rience avec le nrocessus de dévelopmement 3
plus lcne terne.,

lesnite the prim nicture which I have rresented, there is cause tor
encouragsement anc hore. The 2reat expressior of concerm and surport by people
throuvhout the vorld anc the fenerous contributions already made by many
Covermvents, includine some develoving countries, have lent heart and
swustance to our corron etfort.

Tr varticnlar, T vould like to ray a specisl tirihute to the exceptional
resronse and outstandine ner forrance of the 'wnicdreds of voluntary
creanizations and asencies from oll parts of the world vhich continue to
prov ide essential services and assistance to the victims of this terrible
disaster.

Theiyr rission rrcquently involves vorking unc<ier the rost ditficult
con4ditions. I have vritnessed cersonally sowme of thcir efforts as thev worked
2round the clock amone thz starvine, the sick and the dyine. Thkey and their
tellow collearves from local cormunities are at the front-line of the Lattle
arainst tarine and evervthine nmust be cdone to ensurc that the resources they
need to sustain their etforts do not dry up.

I have also bzen encourawged by the rerarlehle outpouring of assistance
from neonle in all ovarts of the world and from all walks ot rationmal lite:
from trade unions, relizious groups, schools, collerses, the entertainment
world, business orpanizations and councerned individuals.

(more)
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The response from all sectors -- international, governmental and orivate
-- demonstrates the comron humanity that can notivate pecople to work tosether
insnite of political or ideological ditferences.

Humanitarian assistance nust be provided vherever vossible to 2ll those
vho are in need without distinction. I acreal to all Govermments to
facilitate the tlow ot humanitarian assistance betwecn and within countries so
that it reaches all those who need it so desperately.

The crisis that brines us here today is bigger than any ore nation can
corte with alone. It is one of the fundamental purposes ot the mited iations
as enshrined in the Charter to prowmote international co-overation in the
service of humanity. It is fully in keeoing with this resmonsibility that the
thited Mations shouléd have convened this Conference to heln ease the suffering
of LAfrica.

Me conference, however, will not end the need. Tt is one stepn, and an
important step, in a continuing process. #any Governments here today have
already contributed generocusly, but more is needed. Ve intend to follow up
now with continuing efforts to translate the results we achieve here into the
more exnlicit comritments that are needed, country by courtry. ¥r. lorse will
give you more details on this. I would, in this context, also call vcur
attention to the very important meeting to te convened by FAD in rome at the
end of this month to discuss agriculture and livestocl: rehahilitation.

Plthoush our imrmedaite focus 1s on selectec countries which face the rost
urgent situation, I wish to assure you that the 'mited rations stands reacy to
respond to the emergency needs of all countries in Africa requiring our
assistance.

“e have come here to mohilize our resourcecs for the war apainst hunrer
and roverty in Atrica. That is our orimary task today. I am confidert vou
will-resnond to the need, and that out of Africa's arony and travail will come
nev hooe and a new humanitarian alliance which will secure that hope for a
better, brighter future for all Africans.

® AU %
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SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
AT CONFERENCE FOR THE EMERGENCY SITUATION IN AFRICA

— GENEVA, SWITZERLAND MARCH 11, 1985

EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I DECLARE OPEN THIS CONFERENCE ON THE EMERGENCY SITUATION
IN AFRICA. MAY I FIRST TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL DELEGATIONS FOR HAVING ACCEPTED MY INVITATION
AND TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THIS CONFERENCE WILL SUCCEED
IN ACHIEVING ITS OBJECTIVES.

I SHOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL WELCOME
TO THE TWO DISTINGUISHED HEADS OF STATE WHO ARE WITH US TODAY:
- HIs EXCELLENCY DR. JuLIUS NYERERE, WHO HAS KINDLY ACCEPTED
MY INVITATION TO ADDRESS THIS CONFERENCE IN HIS CAPACITY
AS CURRENT CHAIRMAN OF ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY: AND
TO HIS EXCELLENCY BRIGADIER-GENERAL SEYNI KOUNTCHE., WHO WILL ADDRESS
THIS GATHERING IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE
PERMANENT INTER-STATE COMMITTEE AGAINST DROUGHT IN THE SAHEL.



I AM ALSO PLEASED THAT THE CURRENT CHAIRMAN OF THE

SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT Co-ORoiNATING CONFERENCE,

PRESIDENT MASIRE OF BOTSWANA, AS WELL AS INTERIM HEAD

OF THE NEWLY FORMED INTER-STATE AUTHORITY FOR DROUGHT AND
DEVELOPMENT IN EASTERN AFRICA, PRESIDENT HASSAN GOULED APTIDON

OF DJIBOUTI, HAVE SENT US MESSAGES ON BEHALF OF THEIR ORGANIZATIONS
TO BE READ BY THEIR RESPECTIVE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

I WISH ALSO TO WELCOME THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, HIS EXCELLENCY MR. GEORGE BUSH,
WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM A VISIT TO SOME OF THE AFRICAN COUNTRIES
MOST AFFECTED BY THE CRISIS. THE PRESENCE OF SUCH DISTINGUISHED
PERSONALITIES. AS WELL AS OF MANY DELEGATIONS HEADED BY
MINISTERS OF STATE., CERTAINLY AUGURS WELL FOR THE SUCCESS OF
THIS CONFERENCE.

I AM CONFIDENT THAT FOLLOWING THESE STATEMENTS,
WE WILL BE IN A MUCH BETTER POSITION TO APPRECIATE THE NATURE AND
MAGNITUDE OF THE CRISIS FACING AFRICA, THE MEASURES WHICH
AFRICAN COUNTRIES ARE TAKING TO COPE WITH IT AND THE ASSISTANCE
THEY REQUIRE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.
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MANY COUNTRIES IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA ARE EXPERIENCING
A DISASTER OF TRAGIC PROPORTIONS. THIRTY MILLION MEN, WOMEN AND
CHILDREN FACE THE GRIM REALITY OF DEBILITATING MALNUTRITION,
STARVATION AND, IN MANY CASES., DEATH. EVEN MORE ARE THREATENED.
THOUSANDS HAVE ALREADY PERISHED: OTHERS ARE SLOWLY DYING:
AND UNCOUNTED MORE ARE SICK, RAVAGED BY DISEASE BORN OF SLOW
STARVATION.

WE HAVE COME TOGETHER TODAY AS REPRESENTATIVES OF CONCERNED
GOVERNMENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS, TO ASSESS THE SITUATION
AND THE ADEQUACY OF OUR CURRENT RESPONSE, AND TO MOBILIZE
THE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES WHICH ARE NEEDED.

WE FACE AN HISTORIC CHALLENGE. WE MUST MEET IT FOR,
IN THE INTERDEPENDENT WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE, HUMAN SUFFERING
KNOWS NO BORDER, MOUNTAINS AND OCEANS ARE NO BARRIER TO DESPAIR,
AND THE FACES OF STARVING CHILDREN CAN BE SEEN EVERYWHERE.

DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVES,

THE GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLES OF AFRICA ARE DOING
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO HELP THEMSELVES. THEY KNOW THAT.,
IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEALING WITH
THE CURRENT EMERGENCY IS THEIRS. THIS WAS CLEARLY AFFIRMED
AT THE OAU HeADS OF STATES AND GOVERNMENT MEETING LAST FALL.



THE AFFECTED COUNTRIES OF AFRICA DESERVE GREAT CREDIT
FOR THE VALIANT EFFORTS THEY ARE MAKING UNDER EXTREMELY DIFFICULT
CIRCUMSTANCES. THEY HAVE PAID A HEAVY PRICE IN TERMS OF
THEIR DEVELOPMENT ASPIRATIONS. SOME HAVE ALSO HAD TO BEAR
THE ADDED BURDEN OF ACCOMMODATING THE GROWING NUMBERS OF REFUGEES
FROM NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES. AT ICARA II LAST SUMMER,
WE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THE SITUATION OF REFUGEES IN AFRICA
AND TO AGREE ON A COMMON APPROACH. THIS PROVIDED A BASIS FOR HOPE.
BUT UNFORTUNATELY IN THE MONTHS THAT HAVE FOLLOWED,
THE SITUATION HAS DETERIORATED AS HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS
HAVE CROSSED BORDERS IN SEARCH OF FOOD.

DROUGHT ALONE IS NOT THE SOLE CAUSE OF THIS TERRIBLE SITUATION.
LANDS., ALREADY ARID AND FRAGILE, HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO
THE MOUNTING PRESSURES OF GROWING NUMBERS OF PEOPLE SEEKING
THE BARE NECESSITIES OF LIFE. PER CAPITA FOOD PRODUCTION
FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION HAS BEEN DECLINING. ON TOP OF ALL OF THIS
WAS THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF ADVERSE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.



FOR SOME YEARS, THE EARLY WARNING SIGNS OF THIS CRISIS
WERE THERE FOR ALL TO SEE. THE LAGOS PLAN OF ACTION,
APPROVED BY THE HEADS OF AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS IN 1980,
RECOGNIZED THE DANGERS AND CALLED FOR A COLLECTIVE RESPONSE.
STUDIES BY THE WORLD BANK, FAO AND THE ECA STRUCK THE SAME THEME AND
SUGGESTED REMEDIAL MEASURES. MORE THAN A YEAR AGO,
I REPEATED THIS WARNING AND URGED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
TO UNDERTAKE A MAJOR ACTION IN SUPPORT OF AFRICA.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DID RESPOND. FOR EXAMPLE,
FOOD AID TO AFRICA INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY. BUT THE RESPONSE
HAS CLEARLY FALLEN SHORT OF THE GROWING NEEDS.
NONE OF US CAN BE HAPPY WITH THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS.

GIVEN THE BACKGROUND, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ENTIRE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY MUST BE MOBILIZED ON A SCALE
FAR EXCEEDING ANYTHING DONE UP TO NOW. THE WAR WE WAGE ON FAMINE
IN AFRICA TODAY THREATENS MORE LIVES THAN EVER HAVE BEEN LOST
IN ANY WAR IN HISTORY. WE HAVE THE INGENUITY AND THE RESOURCES
TO WIN. WHAT WE NEED IS THE POLITICAL WILL. IT IS ESSENTIAL
THAT ALL OF US - THE AFFECTED GOVERNMENTS, BILATERAL DONORS,
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS -
INCREASE OUR EFFORTS IN A FULLY AND CO-ORDINATED MANNER.
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AS PART OF THIS PROCESS, I HAVE ESTABLISHED UNDER MY DIRECT
SUPERVISION A SPECIAL UNIT - THE OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY OPERATIONS IN
AFRICA - TO ASSIST ME IN COORDINATING THE RESPONSE OF
THE UNITED NATIONS AND MOBILIZING THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.

I HAVE PLACED AT THE HEAD OF THIS OFFICE THREE SENIOR UNITED NATIONS
OFFICIALS IN WHOM I HAVE UTMOST CONFIDENCE -- MR. BRADFORD MORSE,

THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME ¢

MR. ADEBAYO ADEDEJI, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR AFRICA: AND MR. ABBY FARAH, UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR

SPECIAL POLITICAL QUESTIONS. IN ADDITION, MR. MAURICE STRONG

OF CANADA HAS BEEN APPOINTED AS EXECUTIVE CO-ORDINATOR OF THE OFFICE.

THEY ARE RECEIVING THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE RELEVANT
UN ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING:

- THE WORLD FooD PROGRAMME,

- THE UN HI16H COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES.,

- THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN FUND,

- THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME, AND

THE UNITED NATIONS DISASTER RELIEF ORGANIZATION.

THEY ARE WORKING CLOSELY, TOO, WITH OTHER KEY MEMBERS
OF THE UN FAMILY PRINCIPALLY INVOLVED:

- THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION,
- THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, AND
- THE WORLD BANK.



I AM PARTICULARLY GRATIFIED TO SEE THE NEW ENDEAVOUR TAKING SHAPE
AS IT PROVIDES A UNIQUE AND ENCOURAGING EXAMPLE OF HOW

THE UNITED NATIONS FAMILY CAN MOVE IN UNISON. IT HAS PROVIDED
A MECHANISM FOR EFFECTIVE ACTION IN THE FIELD.

THE REPORT WHICH IS BEFORE THIS CONFERENCE IS ALSO A PRODUCT OF
THIS JOINT ENDEAVOR.

MY OBJECTIVE IS TO HELP THE AFFECTED COUNTRIES
DEVELOP A FRAMEWORK FOR COORDINATION FOR EMERGENCY EFFORTS.
FOR EACH COUNTRY, THERE IS A NEED TO REACH COMMON AGREEMENT ON
THE REQUIREMENTS, TO MOBILIZE THE NECESSARY RESOURCES, AND
TO HELP TO ENSURE THAT THESE RESOURCES ARE BROUGHT TO BEAR IN
THE MOST EFFECTIVE MANNER POSSIBLE AS PART OF
A COMMON INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO DEAL WITH THE EMERGENCY.



THE RESIDENT CO-ORDINATORS OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
HAVE ALREADY INITIATED THIS PROCESS IN FULL CONSULTATION WITH
GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED AND THE INTERESTED DONOR COMMUNITY.

THE OFFICE WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH ONGOING EFFORTS
IN AFRICA ITSELF, BOTH ON THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS.
I REFER HERE TO THE AFRICAN EMERGENCY FUND RECENTLY ESTABLISHED BY
THE OAU IN DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE PRESENT CRISIS.
OTHER INITIATIVES ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF
THE SAHELIAN COUNTRIES, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE
INTER-STATE COMMITTEE FOR DROUGHT IN THE SAHEL.,
THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE, AND
THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED CO-ORDINATING AUTHORITY FOR DROUGHT AND
DEVELOPMENT IN EASTERN AFRICA.
IN THE COURSE OF THIS MORNING'S MEETING, YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES OF THESE SUB-REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
FROM THEIR CURRENT CHAIRMEN.




MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

VOUS AVEZ SOUS LES YEUX LE RAPPORT ETABLI SUR MA DEMANDE
PAR LE BUREAU DES OPERATIONS D'URGENCE EN AFRIQUE.
CE RAPPORT EVALUE LA NATURE ET L'ETENDUE DE LA SITUATION D'URGENCE
DANS UNE VINGTAINE DE PAYS ET CHIFFRE LES BESOINS A SATISFAIRE
POUR 1985. IL RESSORT DE CETTE EVALUATION QUE L'ENSEMBLE
DES RESSOURCES RESTANT A TROUVER POUR CETTE ANNEE - AIDE ALIMENTAIRE,
DOTATIONS AGRICOLES, SERVICES DE SANTE, EAU, MOYENS LOGISTIQUES ET
FOURNITURES D'URGENCE - S'ELEVERA AU TOTAL A PLUS
D'UN MILLIARD ET DEMI DE DOLLARS.

CE RAPPORT DECRIT DES FAITS QUI SONT SOUVENT CRUELS
ET DEMORALISANTS MAIS IL EST LE REFLET DE LA REALITE.
UNE SEULE REPONSE POSSIBLE : L'ACTION, D'UNE AMPLEUR EXCEPTIONNELLE
ET DANS LES PLUS BREFS DELAIS. JE DEMANDE AUX MEMBRES
DE LA COMMUNAUTE DES DONATEURS QUI SONT REPRESENTES
A CETTE CONFERENCE DE CONFIRMER L'ENGAGEMENT QU'ILS ONT DEJA PRIS
ET DE FAIRE TOUS LES EFFORTS NECESSAIRES POUR FOURNIR
LES RESSOURCES ADDITIONNELLES REQUISES., SOIT DANS LE CADRE
DE LEURS PROGRAMMES BILATERAUX, SOIT PAR L'INTERMEDIAIRE
DES INSTITUTIONS INTERNATIONALES EXISTANTES.
IL EST INDISPENSABLE DE FAIRE EN SORTE QUE CHACUN DES ETATS ATTEINTS
REGOIVE L'ASSISTANCE VOULUE ET QUE L'ACHEMINEMENT DE CELLE-CI
SE POURSUIVE SANS INTERRUPTION.
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MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

DANS L'IMMEDIAT, LA TACHE EST DE SAUVER DES VIES HUMAINES
ET D'ALLEGER LES SOUFFRANCES DES MALADES ET DES AFFAMES:
MAIS NOUS NE POUVONS EN RESTER LA. IL EST TOUT AUSSI URGENT
DE JETER POUR L'AVENIR LES BASES D'UN DEVELOPPEMENT SAIN
ET DURABLE. C'EST AINSI SEULEMENT QUE LES PEUPLES D'AFRIQUE
SERONT EN MESURE D'EDIFIER UNE VIE NOUVELLE DANS LA DIGNITE
ET DANS L'ESPOIR.

IL SERAIT DONC DANGEREUX DE DETOURNER VERS LE FINANCEMENT
DES OPERATIONS D'URGENCE, DES FONDS QUI ONT ETE ALLOUES
A L'AIDE AU DEVELOPPEMENT A LONG TERME. POINT N'EST BESOIN
DE VOUS DIRE QUE TOUTE L'AIDE D'URGENCE EST LA BIENVENUE
MAIS JE VOUS CONJURE EN MEME TEMPS DE PRENDRE DES MESURES
EXCEPTIONNELLES AFIN DE FOURNIR LES FONDS NECESSAIRES
POUR FAIRE FACE A CETTE SITUATION D'EXTREME URGENCE
SANS AMPUTER L'ASSISTANCE DISPONIBLE POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT
A LONG TERME.



-ll.

JE NOTE AVEC UNE PROFONDE SATISFACTION
QU'A SA RECENTE REUNION DE PARIS LA BANQUE MONDIALE A ETE
EN MESURE DE MOBILISER PLUS D'UN MILLIARD DE DOLLARS
POUR SON PROGRAMME D'ACTION EN FAVEUR DE L'AFRIQUE
SUB-SAHARIENNE. TOUT AUSSI IMPORTANTE A ETE L'HEUREUSE ISSUE
DES CONSULTATIONS QUI PERMETTRONT AU FONDS INTERNATIONAL
DE DEVELOPPEMENT AGRICOLE DE POURSUIVRE SES OPERATIONS.
IL IMPORTE QUE CES EFFORTS MULTILATERAUX ET D'AUTRES ENCORE
CONTINUENT DE RECEVOIR L'APPUI SANS RESERVE
DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE.

POUR QUE NOS EFFORTS ABOUTISSENT, IL NOUS FAUT FAIRE FACE
A TOUTES LES CATEGORIES DE PROBLEMES DEVANT LESQUELS
SE TROUVENT LES PAYS D'AFRIQUE. MEME AVANT LA SECHERESSE.,
LA SITUATION ECONOMIQUE DE NOMBREUX PAYS AFRICAINS
ETAIT EN TRAIN DE SE DETERIORER., NOTAMMENT SOUS L'EFFET
D'UNE CONJONCTURE INTERNATIONALE DEFAVORABLE.
IL EST SIGNIFICATIF QUE 26 PAYS D'AFRIQUE FIGURENT PARMI
"LES MOINS AVANCES DU MONDE. CE SONT LA DES SITUATIONS QUI

DANS BIEN DES CAS PERSISTENT. - - Xl .
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IL IMPORTE DONC QUE L'AIDE D'URGENCE S'ACCOMPAGNE

DE MESURES POSITIVES POUR ALLEGER CES CONTRAINTES.

DANS LA DECLARATION SUR LA SITUATION CRITIQUE EN AFRIQUE
QU'ELLE A APPROUVEE PAR CONSENSUS A SA DERNIERE SESSION,
L'ASSEMBLEE GENERALE A SOULIGNE COMBIEN IL IMPORTE DE SE BATTRE
SUR LE DOUBLE FRONT DE L'URGENCE ET DU DEVELOPPEMENT

ET DE DEFINIR LES DOMAINES PRIORITAIRES D'ACTION.

LES PAYS ATTEINTS SAVENT EUX-MEMES QU'IL LEUR FAUT
REVOIR ET, LE CAS ECHEANT, REAMENAGER LEURS STRUCTURES
ET LEURS POLITIQUES DE BASE, ET NOTAMMENT PRENDRE DES MESURES
PROPRES A ENCOURAGER UNE PRODUCTION ALIMENTAIRE ECOLOGIQUEMENT
VIABLE AINSI QUE LA MISE EN PLACE DE SYSTEMES DE DISTRIBUTION
EFFICACES.

ILS SAVENT AUSSI COMBIEN IL EST IMPERATIF
DE REALISER UN EQUILIBRE DURABLE ENTRE LA PRODUCTION
ALIMENTAIRE ET L'ACCROISSEMENT DE LA POPULATION.
L'ETE DERNIER A MEXICO, LA CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE
SUR LA POPULATION A FAIT RESSORTIR L'AMPLEUR DE CE PROBLEME
ET L'EFFORT SANS PRECEDENT QUI DOIT ETRE FAIT
POUR LE MAITRISER.
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MAIS LA NECESSITE D'AGIR VITE SE FAIT ENCORE PLUS EVIDENTE
A QUI CONSTATE QU'AU TAUX ACTUEL D'ACCROISSEMENT DEMOGRAPHIQUE.,
L'AFRIQUE AURA A LA FIN DU SIECLE 324 MILLIONS DE BOUCHES
DE PLUS A NOURRIR, SOIT UNE AUGMENTATION DE PRES DE 60 p. 100.

VUE AINSI DANS SON CONTEXTE D'ENSEMBLE, IL EST MANIFESTE
QUE NOTRE TACHE NE SAURAIT ETRE ACCOMPLIE EN 1985.
UN CERTAIN NOMBRE DE SITUATIONS D'URGENCE N'AURONT PAS ENCORE
DISPARU EN 1986, MEME SI LES CONDITIONS CLIMATIQUES VENAIENT
A S"AMELIORER. LES MESURES QUE NOUS PRENDRONS POUR Y FAIRE
FACE DEVRONT INEVITABLEMENT SE COMBINER AVEC L'EFFORT FAIT
POUR ACCELERER LE RYTHME DU DEVELOPPEMENT A PLUS LONG TERME.
IL FAUDRA DONC HARMONISER AU MIEUX LES MESURES
VISANT A FAIRE FACE A LA SITUATION D'URGENCE ET L'APPLICATION
DES ENSEIGNEMENTS TIRES DE CETTE EXPERIENCE AVEC LE PROCESSUS
DE DEVELOPPEMENT A PLUS LONG TERME.
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DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVES:

DESPITE THE GRIM PICTURE WHICH I HAVE PRESENTED, THERE IS CAUSE
FOR ENCOURAGEMENT AND HOPE. THE GREAT EXPRESSION OF CONCERN AND
SUPPORT BY PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND THE GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS
ALREADY MADE BY MANY GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING SOME DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.,
HAVE LENT HEART AND SUBSTANCE TO OUR COMMON EFFORT.

IN PARTICULAR, I WOULD LIKE TO PAY A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO
THE EXCEPTIONAL RESPONSE AND OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OF
THE HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES
FROM ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD WHICH CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
ESSENTIAL SERVICES AND ASSISTANCE TO THE VICTIMS OF THIS TERRIBLE
DISASTER.

THEIR MISSION FREQUENTLY INVOLVES WORKING UNDER
THE MOST DIFFICULT CONDITIONS. I HAVE WITNESSED PERSONALLY
SOME OF THEIR EFFORTS AS THEY WORKED AROUND THE CLOCK
AMONGST THE STARVING., THE SICK AND THE DYING.
THEY AND THEIR FELLOW COLLEAGUES FROM LOCAL COMMUNITIES —— - -
ARE AT THE FRONTLINE OF THE BATTLE AGAINST FAMINE AND EVERYTHING
MUST BE DONE TO ENSURE THAT THE RESOURCES THEY NEED TO SUSTAIN
THEIR EFFORTS DO NOT DRY UP.
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I HAVE ALSO BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE REMARKABLE OUTPOURING OF
ASSISTANCE FROM PEOPLE IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD AND
FROM ALL WALKS OF NATIONAL LIFE: FROM TRADE UNIONS,
RELIGIOUS GROUPS, SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, THE ENTERTAINMENT WORLD,
BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS AND CONCERNED INDIVIDUALS.

THE RESPONSE FROM ALL SECTORS - INTERNATIONAL, GOVERNMENTAL AND
PRIVATE - DEMONSTRATES THE COMMON HUMANITY THAT CAN MOTIVATE PEOPLE
TO WORK TOGETHER IN SPITE OF POLITICAL OR IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE MUST BE PROVIDED WHEREVER POSSIBLE
TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED WITHOUT DISTINCTION. I APPEAL
TO ALL GOVERNMENTS TO FACILITATE THE FLOW OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
BETWEEN AND WITHIN COUNTRIES SO THAT IT REACHES ALL THOSE WHO NEED IT
SO DESPERATELY.

THE CRISIS THAT BRINGS US HERE TODAY IS BIGGER THAN ANY ONE NATION
CAN COPE WITH ALONE. IT IS ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES OF
THE UNITED NATIONS AS ENSHRINED IN THE CHARTER TO PROMOTE
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY.
IT IS FULLY IN KEEPING WITH THIS RESPONSIBILITY THAT
THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD HAVE CONVENED THIS CONFERENCE
TO HELP EASE THE SUFFERING OF AFRICA.
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ONE CONFERENCE, HOWEVER, WILL NOT END THE NEED.
IT IS ONE STEP., AND AN IMPORTANT STEP, IN A CONTINUING PROCESS.
MANY GOVERNMENTS HERE TODAY HAVE ALREADY CONTRIBUTED GENEROUSLY,
BUT MORE IS NEEDED. WE INTEND TO FOLLOW UP NOW
WITH CONTINUING EFFORTS TO TRANSLATE THE RESULTS WE ACHIEVE HERE
INTO THE MORE EXPLICIT COMMITMENTS THAT ARE NEEDED, COUNTRY BY COUNTRY.
MR. MORSE WILL GIVE YOU MORE DETAILS ON THIS. I wouLp,
IN THIS CONTEXT, ALSO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE VERY IMPORTANT
MEETING TO BE CONVENED BY FAO IN ROME AT THE END OF THIS MONTH
TO DISCUSS AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK REHABILITATION.

ALTHOUGH OUR IMMEDIATE FOCUS IS ON SELECTED COUNTRIES WHICH
FACE THE MOST URGENT SITUATION, I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT
THE UN STANDS READY TO RESPOND TO THE EMERGENCY NEEDS OF
ALL COUNTRIES IN AFRICA REQUIRING OUR ASSISTANCE.

WE HAVE COME HERE TO MOBILIZE OUR RESOURCES FOR THE WAR AGAINST
HUNGER AND POVERTY IN AFRICA. THAT IS OUR PRIMARY TASK TODAY.
I AM CONFIDENT YOU WILL RESPOND TO THE NEED,
AND THAT OUT OF AFRICA'S AGONY AND TRAVAIL WILL COME NEW HOPE
- AND A NEW HUMANITARIAN ALLIANCE WHICH WILL SECURE THAT HOPE FOR
A BETTER, BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR ALL AFRICANS.



DISCOURS DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL A LA CONFERENCE
SUR LA SITUATION D'URGENCE EN AFRIQUE

GENEVE. SUISSE.
LE 11 MARS 1985

EXCELLENCES, MESDAMES ET MESSIEURS,

JE DECLARE OUVERTE LA CONFERENCE SUR LA SITUATION
D'URGENCE EN AFRIQUE. PERMETTEZ-MOI D'ABORD DE SAISIR
CETTE OCCASION POUR SOUHAITER CHALEUREUSEMENT LA BIENVENUE
A TOUTES LES DELEGATIONS QUI ONT ACCEPTE MON INVITATION
ET D'"EXPRIMER L'ESPOIR QUE CETTE CONFERENCE SERA COURONNEE
DE SUCCES.



JE TIENS A SOUHAITER TOUT PARTICULIEREMENT LA BIENVENUE
AUX DEUX EMINENTS CHEFS D'ETAT QUI SONT PARMI NOUS AUJOURD "HUI
- SON EXCELLENCE M. JuLIUS NYERERE QUI A EU L'AMABILITE
D'ACCEPTER MON INVITATION DE PRENDRE LA PAROLE EN SA QUALITE
DE PRESIDENT EN EXERCICE DE L'ORGANISATION DE L'UNITE
AFRICAINE, ET SON EXCELLENCE LE GENERAL SEYNI KOUNTCHE
QUI PRENDRA LA PAROLE EN SA QUALITE DE PRESIDENT DU COMITE
INTER-ETATS DE LUTTE CONTRE LA SECHERESSE DANS LE SAHEL.
JE SUIS EGALEMENT HEUREUX QUE LE PRESIDENT EN EXERCICE
DE LA CONFERENCE DE COORDINATION DU DEVELOPPEMENT
DE L'AFRIQUE AUSTRALE., LE PRESIDENT MASIRE DU BOTSWANA
ET LE DIRECTEUR INTERIMAIRE DU NOUVEL OFFICE INTER-ETATS
POUR LA LUTTE CONTRE LA SECHERESSE ET POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT
EN AFRIQUE ORIENTALE, LE PRESIDENT HASSAN GOULED APTIDON
DE DJIBOUTI., NOUS AIENT ENVOYE, AU NOM DE LEURS ORGANISATIONS,
DES MESSAGES DONT LEURS MINISTRES DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES
RESPECTIFS NOUS DONNERONT LECTURE.

JE TIENS AUSSI A SOUHAITER LA BIENVENUE AU VICE-PRESIDENT
DES ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE, SON EXCELLENCE M. GEORGE BUSH,
QUI REVIENT JUSTE D'UNE VISITE A CERTAINS DES PAYS D'AFRIQUE
LES PLUS ATTEINTS PAR LA CRISE. LA PRESENCE DE PERSONNALITES
AUSSI EMINENTES, AUSSI BIEN QUE CELLE DE NOMBREUSES DELEGATIONS
CONDUITES PAR DES MINISTRES D'ETAT., EST., A cour siR,
DE BON AUGURE POUR LE SUCCES DE CETTE CONFERENCE.



JE SUIS CONVAINCU QU'APRES AVOIR ENTENDU CES DECLARATIONS,
IL NOUS SERA BEAUCOUP PLUS FACILE D'APPRECIER LA NATURE
ET L'AMPLEUR DE LA CRISE QUE TRAVERSE L'AFRIQUE, LES MESURES
QUE LES PAYS AFRICAINS PRENNENT POUR Y FAIRE FACE
ET L'ASSISTANCE DONT ILS ONT BESOIN DE LA PART
DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE.

DE NOMBREUX PAYS DE L'AFRIQUE AU SUD DU SAHARA SONT
DANS UNE SITUATION TRAGIQUE. TRENTE MILLIONS D'HOMMES,
DE FEMMES ET D'ENFANTS SONT AFFAIBLIS PAR LA MALNUTRITION,
SOUFFRENT DE LA FAIM ET, DANS BIEN DES CAS, SONT AU BORD
DE LA MORT. LE NOMBRE DES PERSONNES MENACEES EST ENCORE
BEAUCOUP PLUS ELEVE. DES MILLIERS DE PERSONNES
ONT DEJA PERI ; D'AUTRES SONT EN TRAIN DE MOURIR LENTEMENT
ET BIEN D'AUTRES ENCORE SONT RAVAGEES PAR DES MALADIES DUES
A LA FAIM ET A LA MALNUTRITION.

NOUS NOUS TROUVONS REUNIS AUJOURD'HUI EN NOTRE QUALITE
DE REPRESENTANTS DE GOUVERNEMENTS ET D'ORGANISATIONS CONCERNES,
AFIN D'EVALUER LA SITUATION ET LA QUALITE DES MESURES
QUE NOUS PRENONS EN CONSEQUENCE ET DANS LE BUT DE MOBILISER
LES RESSOURCES SUPPLEMENTAIRES NECESSAIRES.



LE DEFI QUI NOUS ATTEND EST SANS PRECEDENT
DANS L'HISTOIRE. NOUS NOUS DEVONS DE LE RELEVER CAR,
DANS NOTRE MONDE INTERDEPENDANT, LES SOUFFRANCES HUMAINES
NE CONNAISSENT NI FRONTIERES NI BARRIERES NATURELLES
ET CHACUN DOIT ETRE HANTE PAR L'IMAGE DES ENFANTS
MOURANT DE FAIM.

MESDAMES ET MESSIEURS,

LES GOUVERNEMENTS ET LES PEUPLES D'AFRIQUE FONT
TOUT LEUR POSSIBLE POUR AMELIORER LEUR SORT. ILs SAVENT
QU'EN DERNIERE ANALYSE, C'EST A EUX QU'IL INCOMBE DE SURMONTER
LA CRISE ACTUELLE, AINSI QU'IL A ETE DIT CLAIREMENT
LORS DE LA REUNION DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT

DE L"OUA, L'AUTOMNE DERNIER.

LES PAYS AFFECTES D'AFRIQUE MERITENT LES PLUS GRANDS
ELOGES POUR LES EFFORTS VAILLANTS QU'ILS DEPLOIENT
DANS DES CONDITIONS EXTREMEMENT DIFFICILES. ILs ONT PAYE
UN PRIX ELEVE DU POINT DE VUE DE LEURS ASPIRATIONS
AU DEVELOPPEMENT. CERTAINS ONT DO SUPPORTER EN PLUS
LA CHARGE RESULTANT DE L'ACCUEIL D'UN NOMBRE CROISSANT
DE REFUGIES EN PROVENANCE DES PAYS VOISINS.
LORS DE LA DEUXIEME CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE
SUR L'ASSISTANCE AUX REFUGIES EN AFRIQUE, QUI S'EST TENUE
L'ETE DERNIER, NOUS AVONS EU L'OCCASION D'EXAMINER LA SITUATION

DES REFUGIES EN AFRIQUE ET D'ARRETER UNE APPROCHE COMMUNE.



UN ESPOIR EST AINSI NE, MAIS MALHEUREUSEMENT, DURANT LES MOIS
QUI ONT SUIVI, LA SITUATION S'EST DETERIOREE
TANDIS QUE DES CENTAINES DE MILLIERS DE PERSONNES TRAVERSAIENT

LES FRONTIERES A LA RECHERCHE DE NOURRITURE.

LA SECHERESSE N'EST PAS LA SEULE CAUSE
DE CETTE TERRIBLE SITUATION. LES TERRES. DEJA ARIDES
ET FRAGILES. ONT ETE SOUMISES A DES PRESSIONS DE PLUS EN PLUS
FORTES DE LA PART D'UN NOMBRE DE PLUS EN PLUS GRAND
DE PERSONNES EN QUETE DES MOYENS DE SURVIE
LES PLUS ELEMENTAIRES. LA PRODUCTION PAR HABITANT
DE DENREES ALIMENTAIRES DESTINEES A LA CONSOMMATION INTERNE
A BAISSE. EN PLUS, LA CONJONCTURE ECONOMIQUE INTERNATIONALE

A EU UN EFFET NEFASTE.

LES SIGNES ANNONCIATEURS DE CETTE CRISE ETAIENT DEJA
VISIBLES DEPUIS PLUSIEURS ANNEES. LE PLAN D'ACTION DE LAGOS
APPROUVE PAR LES CHEFS DE GOUVERNEMENT AFRICAINS EN 1980
RECONNAISSAIT LE DANGER ET DEMANDAIT UNE REPONSE COLLECTIVE.
DES ETUDES EFFECTUEES PAR LA BANQUE MONDIALE, LA FAO ET LA CEA
ONT EVOQUE LE MEME THEME ET ONT SUGGERE DES REMEDES.

IL Y A PLUS D"UN AN, J'AI REITERE CET AVERTISSEMENT ET DEMANDE
INSTAMMENT A LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE D'AGIR RESOLUMENT

EN FAVEUR DE L'AFRIQUE.



LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE A EFFECTIVEMENT REAGI.
C'EST AINSI QUE L'AIDE ALIMENTAIRE A L'AFRIQUE A AUGMENTE
SENSIBLEMENT. TOUTEFOIS, IL EST EVIDENT QUE LA REACTION
N'EST PAS A LA MESURE DES BESOINS SANS CESSE CROISSANTS.

LA SITUATION ACTUELLE NE PEUT SATISFAIRE PERSONNE.

DANS CES CONDITIONS, IL EST EVIDENT QU'IL FAUT UN EFFORT
DE MOBILISATION MASSIVE DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE
TOUT ENTIERE DEPASSANT DE LOIN TOUT CE QUI A ETE FAIT
JUSQU'A PRESENT. LA GUERRE QUE NOUS MENONS
CONTRE LA FAMINE EN AFRIQUE AUJOURD'HUI A POUR BUT D'EVITER
QUE CELLE-CI NE CAUSE BEAUCOUP PLUS DE PERTES EN VIES HUMAINES
QU'AUCUNE AUTRE GUERRE DE L'HISTOIRE. NOUS AVONS
L'INTELLIGENCE ET LES RESSOURCES NECESSAIRES POUR LA
GAGNER. CE QU'IL NOUS FAUT MAINTENANT, C'EST LA VOLONTE
POLITIQUE. TL EST ESSENTIEL QUE TOUS - GOUVERNEMENTS
AFFECTES, DONATEURS BILATERAUX,
ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES, ORGANISATIONS
INTERNATIONALES - NOUS DEPLOYIONS DES EFFORTS ACCRUS,
EN PLEINE CONCERTATION ET COORDINATION.

DANS LE CADRE DE CE PROCESSUS., J'AI CREE,
SOUS MA SUPERVISION DIRECTE, UN SERVICE SPECIAL
- LE BUREAU DES OPERATIONS D'URGENCE EN AFRIQUE -
POUR M'AIDER A COORDONNER L'ACTION DES NATIONS UNIES
ET A MOBILISER LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE.



J'AI NOMME., A LA TETE DE CE BUREAU, TROIS HAUTS FONCTIONNAIRES
DES NATIONS UNIES EN QUI J'AI LA PLUS GRANDE CONFIANCE

- M. BRADFORD MORSE, L'ADMINISTRATEUR DU PROGRAMME

DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT, M. ADEBAYO ADEDEJI,
SECRETAIRE EXECUTIF DE LA COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE POUR L'AFRIQUE
ET M. ABBY FARAH, SECRETAIRE GENERAL ADJOINT

AUX AFFAIRES POLITIQUES SPECIALES EN OUTRE,

J'AI DESIGNE M. MAURICE STRONG DU CANADA COMME

COORDONNATEUR EXECUTIF DE CE BUREAU.

CES FONCTIONNAIRES BENEFICIENT DU PLEIN CONCOURS
DES ORGANISMES APPROPRIES DES NATIONS UNIES ET NOTAMMENT
DU PROGRAMME ALIMENTAIRE MONDIAL, DU HAUT COMMISSARIAT
POUR LES REFUGIES, DU FONDS DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'ENFANCE,
DU PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT
ET DU BUREAU DU COORDONNATEUR DES NATIONS UNIES
POUR LES SECOURS EN CAS DE CATASTROPHE. ILS COLLABORENT
TRES ETROITEMENT AVEC D'AUTRES ORGANISMES DES NATIONS UNIES
ENGAGES AU PREMIER CHEF - L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES
POUR L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE, L'ORGANISATION MONDIALE
DE LA SANTE ET LA BANQUE MONDIALE. JE SUIS PARTICULIEREMENT
HEUREUX DE VOIR CETTE NOUVELLE ENTREPRISE PRENDRE FORME
CAR ELLE CONSTITUE UN EXEMPLE UNIQUE ET ENCOURAGEANT
D'UNE DEMARCHE POSITIVE A L'UNISSON DU SYSTEME
DES NATIONS UNIES AINSI QU'UN MECANISME D'INTERVENTION EFFICACE
SUR LE TERRAIN. LE RAPPORT DONT LA CONFERENCE EST SAISIE

EST EGALEMENT LE RESULTAT DE CET EFFORT COMMUN.



L'OBJECTIF QUE JE ME SUIS DONNE EST D'AIDER
LES PAYS AFFECTES A ELABORER UN CADRE POUR LA COORDINATION
DES EFFORTS D'URGENCE. POUR CHAQUE PAYS, IL FAUT ARRIVER
A UN ACCORD SUR LES BESOINS A SATISFAIRE, MOBILISER
LES RESSOURCES NECESSAIRES, ET AIDER A FAIRE EN SORTE
QUE CES RESSOURCES SOIENT UTILISEES LE PLUS EFFICACEMENT
POSSIBLE, CETTE TACHE DEVANT S'INSCRIRE DANS UN EFFORT
INTERNATIONAL COMMUN POUR SURMONTER LA CRISE.
LES COORDONNATEURS RESIDENTS DU SYSTEME DES NATIONS UNIES
ONT DEJA ENGAGE CE PROCESSUS EN PLEINE CONSULTATION
AVEC LES GOUVERNEMENTS INTERESSES ET LA COMMUNAUTE DE DONATEURS.

L"ACTION DU BUREAU SERA COORDONNEE ETROITEMENT
AVEC LES MESURES PRISES EN AFRIQUE MEME., TANT A L'ECHELON
NATIONAL QU'INTERNATIONAL. JE VEUX PARLER ICI
DU FONDS D'URGENCE AFRICAIN CREE RECEMMENT PAR L'OUA
POUR FAIRE FACE A LA CRISE ACTUELLE. D'AUTRES INITIATIVES
SONT PRISES ACTUELLEMENT PAR LES GOUVERNEMENTS DES PAYS
DU SAHEL., DANS LE CADRE DU COMITE INTER-ETATS DE LUTTE
CONTRE LA SECHERESSE DANS LE SAHEL, DU COMITE DE COORDINATION
DU DEVELOPPEMENT DE L'AFRIQUE AUSTRALE ET DU NOUVEL OFFICE
DE COORDINATION POUR LA LUTTE CONTRE LA SECHERESSE
ET POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT EN AFRIQUE ORIENTALE.
AU COURS DE LA SEANCE DE CE MATIN, VOUS AUREZ L'OCCASION
D'ENTENDRE LES PRESIDENTS EN EXERCICE DE CES ORGANISATIONS
SOUS-REGIONALES VOUS DECRIRE LEURS ACTIVITES PLUS EN DETAIL.



MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

VOUS AVEZ SOUS LES YEUX LE RAPPORT ETABLI SUR MA DEMANDE
PAR LE BUREAU DES OPERATIONS D'URGENCE EN AFRIQUE.
CE RAPPORT EVALUE LA NATURE ET L'ETENDUE DE LA SITUATION
D'URGENCE DANS UNE VINGTAINE DE PAYS ET CHIFFRE
LES BESOINS A SATISFAIRE POUR 1985.
IL RESSORT DE CETTE EVALUATION QUE L'ENSEMBLE DES RESSOURCES
RESTANT A TROUVER POUR CETTE ANNEE - AIDE ALIMENTAIRE,
DOTATIONS AGRICOLES., SERVICES DE SANTE., EAU, MOYENS LOGISTIQUES
ET FOURNITURES D'URGENCE - S'ELEVERA AU TOTAL
A PLUS D'UN MILLIARD ET DEMI DE DOLLARS.

CE RAPPORT DECRIT DES FAITS QUI SONT SOUVENT CRUELS
ET DEMORALISANTS MAIS IL EST LE REFLET DE LA REALITE..
UNE SEULE REPONSE POSSIBLE : L'ACTION, D'UNE AMPLEUR
EXCEPTIONNELLE ET DANS LES PLUS BREFS DELAIS.
JE DEMANDE AUX MEMBRES DE LA COMMUNAUTE DES DONATEURS
QUI SONT REPRESENTES A CETTE CONFERENCE DE CONFIRMER
L'ENGAGEMENT QU'ILS ONT DEJA PRIS ET DE FAIRE
TOUS LES EFFORTS NECESSAIRES POUR FOURNIR LES RESSOURCES
ADDITIONNELLES REQUISES, SOIT DANS LE CADRE
DE LEURS PROGRAMMES BILATERAUX,
SOIT PAR L'INTERMEDIAIRE DES INSTITUTIONS INTERNATIONALES
EXISTANTES. IL EST INDISPENSABLE DE FAIRE EN SORTE
QUE CHACUN DES ETATS ATTEINTS REGOIVE L'ASSISTANCE VOULUE
ET QUE L'ACHEMINEMENT DE CELLE-CI SE POURSUIVE

SANS INTERRUPTION.
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MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

DANS L'IMMEDIAT. LA TACHE EST DE SAUVER DES VIES HUMAINES
ET D'"ALLEGER LES SOUFFRANCES DES MALADES ET DES AFFAMES:
MAIS NOUS NE POUVONS EN RESTER LA. IL EST TOUT AUSSI URGENT
DE JETER POUR L'AVENIR LES BASES D'UN DEVELOPPEMENT SAIN
ET DURABLE. C'EST AINSI SEULEMENT QUE LES PEUPLES D'AFRIQUE
SERONT EN MESURE D'EDIFIER UNE VIE NOUVELLE DANS LA DIGNITE
ET DANS L'ESPOIR.

IL SERAIT DONC DANGEREUX DE DETOURNER VERS LE FINANCEMENT
DES OPERATIONS D'URGENCE., DES FONDS QUI ONT ETE ALLOUES
A L'AIDE AU DEVELOPPEMENT A LONG TERME. POINT N'EST BESOIN
DE VOUS DIRE QUE TOUTE L'AIDE D'URGENCE EST LA BIENVENUE
MAIS JE VOUS CONJURE EN MEME TEMPS DE PRENDRE DES MESURES
EXCEPTIONNELLES AFIN DE FOURNIR LES FONDS NECESSAIRES
POUR FAIRE FACE A CETTE SITUATION D'EXTREME URGENCE
SANS AMPUTER L'ASSISTANCE DISPONIBLE POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT
A LONG TERME.

JE NOTE AVEC UNE PROFONDE SATISFACTION
QU'A SA RECENTE REUNION DE PARIS LA BANQUE MONDIALE A ETE
EN MESURE DE MOBILISER PLUS D'UN MILLIARD DE DOLLARS
POUR SON PROGRAMME D'ACTION EN FAVEUR DE L'AFRIQUE
SUB-SAHARIENNE. TOUT AUSSI IMPORTANTE A ETE L'HEUREUSE ISSUE
DES CONSULTATIONS QUI PERMETTRONT AU FONDS INTERNATIONAL
DE DEVELOPPEMENT AGRICOLE DE POURSUIVRE SES OPERATIONS.
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IL IMPORTE QUE CES EFFORTS MULTILATERAUX ET D'AUTRES ENCORE
CONTINUENT DE RECEVOIR L'APPUI SANS RESERVE

DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE.

POUR QUE NOS EFFORTS ABOUTISSENT, IL NOUS FAUT FAIRE FACE
A TOUTES LES CATEGORIES DE PROBLEMES DEVANT LESQUELS
SE TROUVENT LES PAYS D'AFRIQUE. MEME AVANT LA SECHERESSE.,
LA SITUATION ECONOMIQUE DE NOMBREUX PAYS AFRICAINS
ETAIT EN TRAIN DE SE DETERIORER., NOTAMMENT SOUS L'EFFET
D'UNE CONJONCTURE INTERNATIONALE DEFAVORABLE.
IL EST SIGNIFICATIF QUE 26 PAYS D'AFRIQUE FIGURENT PARMI
LES MOINS AVANCES DU MONDE. CE SONT LA DES SITUATIONS QUI
DANS BIEN DES CAS PERSISTENT. IL IMPORTE DONC QUE L'AIDE
D'URGENCE S'ACCOMPAGNE DE MESURES POSITIVES POUR ALLEGER
CES CONTRAINTES. DANS LA DECLARATION SUR LA SITUATION
CRITIQUE EN AFRIQUE QU'ELLE A APPROUVEE PAR CONSENSUS A SA
DERNIERE SESSION, L'ASSEMBLEE GENERALE A SOULIGNE COMBIEN IL
IMPORTE DE SE BATTRE SUR LE DOUBLE FRONT DE L'URGENCE
ET DU DEVELOPPEMENT ET DE DEFINIR LES DOMAINES
PRIORITAIRES D'ACTION.

LES PAYS ATTEINTS SAVENT EUX-MEMES QU'IL LEUR FAUT
REVOIR ET, LE CAS ECHEANT. REAMENAGER LEURS STRUCTURES
ET LEURS POLITIQUES DE BASE, ET NOTAMMENT PRENDRE DES MESURES
PROPRES A ENCOURAGER UNE PRODUCTION ALIMENTAIRE ECOLOGIQUEMENT
VIABLE AINSI QUE LA MISE EN PLACE DE SYSTEMES DE DISTRIBUTION

EFFICACES.
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ILS SAVENT AUSSI COMBIEN IL EST IMPERATIF
DE REALISER UN EQUILIBRE DURABLE ENTRE LA PRODUCTION
ALIMENTAIRE ET L'ACCROISSEMENT DE LA POPULATION.
L'ETE DERNIER A MEXICO., LA CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE
SUR LA POPULATION A FAIT RESSORTIR L'AMPLEUR DE CE PROBLEME
ET L'"EFFORT SANS PRECEDENT QUI DOIT ETRE FAIT
POUR LE MAITRISER. MAIS LA NECESSITE D'AGIR VITE
SE FAIT ENCORE PLUS EVIDENTE A QUI CONSTATE
QU"AU TAUX ACTUEL D'ACCROISSEMENT DEMOGRAPHIQUE.
L'AFRIQUE AURA A LA FIN DU SIECLE
324 MILLIONS DE BOUCHES DE PLUS A NOURRIR,
SOIT UNE AUGMENTATION DE PRES DE 60 p. 100.

VUE AINSI DANS SON CONTEXTE D'ENSEMBLE, IL EST MANIFESTE
QUE NOTRE TACHE NE SAURAIT ETRE ACCOMPLIE EN 1985.
UN CERTAIN NOMBRE DE SITUATIONS D'URGENCE N'AURONT PAS ENCORE
DISPARU EN 1986, MEME SI LES CONDITIONS CLIMATIQUES VENAIENT
A S'AMELIORER. LES MESURES QUE NOUS PRENDRONS POUR Y FAIRE
FACE DEVRONT INEVITABLEMENT SE COMBINER AVEC L'EFFORT FAIT
POUR ACCELERER LE RYTHME DU DEVELOPPEMENT A PLUS LONG TERME.
IL FAUDRA DONC HARMONISER AU MIEUX LES MESURES
VISANT A FAIRE FACE A LA SITUATION D'URGENCE ET L'APPLICATION
DES ENSEIGNEMENTS TIRES DE CETTE EXPERIENCE AVEC LE PROCESSUS

DE DEVELOPPEMENT A PLUS LONG TERME.
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MESDAMES, MESSIEURS,

LE TABLEAU QUE JE VIENS DE BROSSER EST SOMBRE,
MAIS LES MOTIFS D'ENCOURAGEMENT ET D'ESPOIR NE MANQUENT PAS
POUR AUTANT. LES INOMBRABLES VOIX QUI SE SONT ELEVEES
DANS LE MONDE ENTIER POUR EXPRIMER LEUR INQUIETUDE
ET LEUR APPUI ET LES GENEREUSES CONTRIBUTIONS DEJA FOURNIES
PAR DE NOMBREUX GOUVERNEMENTS DONT CEUX DE CERTAINS PAYS
EN DEVELOPPEMENT, SONT VENUS REVIGORER ET NOURRIR
NOTRE EFFORT COMMUN.

JE TIENS NOTAMMENT A RENDRE UN HOMMAGE TOUT PARTICULIER
A L'"EFFORT EXCEPTIONNEL ET A L'OEUVRE REMARQUABLE ACCOMPLIE
PAR LES CENTAINES D'ORGANISATIONS ET D'ORGANISMES BENEVOLES
DE TOUTES LES PARTIES DU MONDE QUI CONTINUENT DE FOURNIR
L'AIDE ET LES SERVICES ESSENTIELS AUX VICTIMES
DE CETTE TERRIBLE CATASTROPHE.

LEUR MISSION LES OBLIGE SOUVENT A TRAVAILLER
DANS LES CONDITIONS LES PLUS DIFFICILES. JE LES AI VUS
MOI-MEME A L'OCCASION, TRAVAILLER 24 HEURES SUR 24,
JOUR APRES JOUR PARMI LES AFFAMES, LES MALADES
ET LES MOURANTS. EuX ET LEURS COLLEGUES DES COMMUNAUTES
LOCALES SONT AUX PREMIERES LIGNES DU COMBAT CONTRE LA FAMINE ;
TOUT DOIT ETRE FAIT POUR QUE LES RESSOURCES DONT ILS ONT BESOIN
POUR SOUTENIR LEURS EFFORTS NE SE TARISSENT PAS.
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J'AI EGALEMENT ETE PROFONDEMENT ENCOURAGE PAR L'AFFLUX
D'ASSISTANCE PROVENANT DE GENS DE TOUTES LES PARTIES
DU MONDE ET DE TOUS LES HORIZONS SOCIAUX : SYNDICATS,
MOUVEMENTS RELIGIEUX, ECOLES, UNIVERSITES, MONDE DU SPECTACLE,
GROUPEMENTS COMMERCIAUX OU SIMPLES PARTICULIERS

SOUCIEUX D'INTERVENIR.

L'ECHO RENCONTRE DANS TOUS CES SECTEURS : COMMUNAUTE
INTERNATIONALE, GOUVERNEMENTS ET PARTICULIERS DEMONTRE
LA PRESENCE CHEZ TOUS D'UN FOND COMMUN D'HUMANITE CAPABLE
DE LES INCITER A FAIRE OEUVRE COMMUNE PAR DELA
LES DIVERGENCES POLITIGUES OU IDEOLOGIQUES.

L'AIDE HUMANITAIRE DOIT ETRE FOURNIE PARTOUT
o0 CELA SE PEUT ET A TOUS CEUX QUI EN ONT BESOIN,
SANS DISTINCTION AUCUNE. J'EN APPELLE A TOUS
LES GOUVERNEMENTS POUR QU'ILS FACILITENT L'ACHEMINEMENT
DE L'AIDE HUMANITAIRE D'UN PAYS A L'AUTRE ET A L'INTERIEUR
DE CHAQUE PAYS DE FAGON QU'ELLE PARVIENNE A TOUS CEUX
QUI ONT UN BESOIN SI DESESPERE.

LA CRISE QUI NOUS RASSEMBLE ICI AUJOURDH'UI
EST D'UNE ENVERGURE TELLE QU'AUCUN PAYS QUEL QU'IL SOIT
NE PEUT Y FAIRE FACE A LUI SEUL. OR C'EST L'UN
DES OBJECTIFS FONDAMENTAUX DES NATIONS UNIES, INSCRIT A JAMAIS
DANS LA CHARTE, QUE DE PROMOUVOIR LA COOPERATION INTERNATIONALE

AU SERVICE DE L'HUMANITE.



C'EST DANS LE DROIT FIL DES RESPONSABILITES AINSI ASSUMEES
QUE L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES A CONVOQUE
CETTE CONFERENCE, POUR AIDER A SOULAGER LES SOUFFRANCES

DE L'AFRIQUE.

MAIS UNE CONFERENCE NE METTRA PAS FIN AUX BESOINS.
CE N'EST QU'UN PAS EN AVANT, IMPORTANT CERTES,
MAIS OUE D'AUTRES DEVRONT .SUIVRE. NOMBRE DE GOUVERNEMENTS
ICI PRESENTS ONT DEJA GENEREUSEMENT CONTRIBUE,
MAIS IL EN FAUT ENCORE DAVANTAGE. NOUS COMPTONS PERSISTER
DANS NOS EFFORTS POUR DONNER SUITE AUX RESULTATS
QUI AURONT ETE ACCOMPLIS ICI SOUS LA FORME D'ENGAGEMENTS
PLUS CONCRETS QU'IL NOUS FAUDRA OBTENIR PAYS PAR PAYS.
M. MORSE VOUS DONNERA PLUS DE DETAILS A CE SUJET.
DANS CE CONTEXTE., JE VOUDRAIS EGALEMENT APPELER VOTRE ATTENTION
SUR LA REUNION TRES IMPORTANTE QUE LA FAO A CONVOQUEE A ROME
A LA FIN DE CE MOIS POUR DISCUTER DE LA REMISE SUR PIED
DE L'AGRICULTURE ET DE L'ELEVAGE.

BIEN QUE, DANS L'IMMEDIAT, NOUS NOUS COMCENTRIONS
SUR LES PAYS QUI CONNAISSENT LA SITUATION LA PLUS GRAVE,
JE TIENS A VOUS ASSURER QU'A L'ONU NOUS NE MENAGERONS
AUCUN EFFORT POUR REPONDRE AUX BESOINS URGENTS
DE TOUS LES AUTRES PAYS QUI REQUIERENT NOTRE ASSISTANCE.



Nous SOMMES VENUS ICI MOBILISER LES RESSOURCES
DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE POUR LA GUERRE CONTRE LA FAIM
ET LA PAUVRETE EN AFRIQUE. AUJOURD 'HUI, C'EST LA
NOTRE TACHE PREMIERE. JE SUIS CONVAINCU QUE CET APPEL
A L'ACTION DE SOLIDARITE SERA ENTENDU ET QU'A L'ANGOISSE
ET AUX DOULEURS DE L'AFRIQUE, NOUS SUBSTITUERONS ENSEMBLE,
L'ESPOIR D'UN AVENIR MEILLEUR POUR TOUS LES AFRICAINS ;
L'ESPOIR D'UN MONDE MEILLEUR, PARCE QUE PLUS SOLIDAIRE.
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Burkina Faso, Egypt, India, Madagascar, Peru and
Trinidad and Tobago:, draft resolution

/Nmé-ct

The Security Council,

Recalling its resolutions 473 (1980), 554 (1984) and 556 (1984), which,
inter alia, demanded the cessation of the uprootings, relocation and
denationalization of the indigenous African people,

Noting with deep concern the aggravation of the situation in South Africa
resulting from repeated killings of defenceless opponents of agartheid in various
townships all over South Africa and, most recently, the killing of African
demonstrators against forced removals at Crossroads,

Gravely concerned by the arbitrary arrests of members of the United Democrat:ic
Front aid other mass organizations opposed to the apartheid régime,

Deeply concerned by the preferment of "high treason" char&gs on
/::\ Mrs. Albertina Sisulu, Mr. Archie Gumede, Mr. George Sewpershad, Mr. M. J. Nai1doo,
9;7 the Reverend Frank,Chikana, Professor Ismael Mohammed, Mr. Mewa Ramgob1in,
é?_$>M:. Cassim Saloojed, Mr. Paul David, Mr. Essop Jasset, Mr. Curtis Nkondo,
Mr. Aubrey Mokoena, Mr. Thomazile Qweta, Mr. Sisa Njikelana, Mr. Sam Kikline and

{;{ Mr. Isaac Ngcobo, officials of the United Democratic Front and other opponents ot
J apartheid for their participation in the non-violent campaign for a united,
non-racial and democratic South Africa,

Aware that racist South Africa'sﬁmm aERAeGRES 84 ASPepEXEN whIamgd
f8rgAlied Fretrxng, pasalleiwd Hﬂ intensified repression and charges of “"high

treason” against leading opponents of apartheid, is(bnxhlnq Ilg an effort to
further entrench racist minority rule,

Concerned that [sha wemtinamd InteAsifisaRige Of Wim XSEEXHAx Staxatls rramtas
repression gun e SuFreszad avd dispesisnsed Pecpia 3 Swuxp ALK turther
undermines the possibilities of a peaceful solution of the South African conf:icet,

85-06865 55262 (E)
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Concerned over racist South Africa's policy of the uprooting,
denationalization and dispossession of three and a half million indigenous African
people to date, thus swelling the ranks of the other millions already doomed to
permanent unemployment and starvation,

Noting with indignation that South Africa‘'s policy of bantustanization is also
aimed at the creation of internal bases for the fomenting of fratricidal conflict,

1. Strongly condemns the Pretoria régime for the[g:nn-n]killan of
defenceless African people protesting against their forced removal from Crossroads
and other places;

2. Strongly condemns the arbitrary arrests by the Pretoria régime of members
of the United Democratic Front and other mass organizations opposed to South
Africa's policy of apartheid;

3. Calls on the Pretoria régime to release unconditionally and immediately
all political prisoners and detainees, including Nelson Mandela and all other black
leaders with whom it must deal in any meaningful discussion of the future of the
country;

4., Also calls upon the Pretoria régime to withdraw the charges of "high
treason" instituted against the United Democratic Front officials, and [ig-.‘q .:‘Jlg for
their immediate and unconditional release;

S. Commends the massive united resistance of the oppressed people of South
Africa againsti]h!]agartheid Bi‘;an and reaffirms the legitimacy of their struggle
for a un%ted, non-racial and democratic South Africa;

B Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Security Council on the
implementation of this resolution;

7. Decides to remain seized of the matter.
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APPOINTMENTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Dimanche, 10 mars

15.00 Président Nyerere (Tanzania)

1555130 M. Essaafi (UNDRO)

16.00 Président IFAD

16.30 Briefing Morse/Farah

17.00 M. Hay, Pré&sident ICRC

17.30 M. Boutros Ghali, MAE Egypte

18.00 Président Kyprianou (?)

18.30 Réception Prince Sadruddin en 1l'honneur V.P. Bush
19.30 + diner Prince Sadruddin en 1l'honneur V.P. Bush
Lundi, 11 mars

10.00 ouverture conférence

13 LS buffet/déjeuner

16.00 Président Kountché& (Niger)

16.30 MAE Ethiopie

17.00 MAE Tchad

17,30 MAE Angola

18.00 MAE Somalie

18.30 Réception SG (?), Palais des Nations
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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH/FRENCH

CONFERENCE ON THE EMERGENCY
SITUATION IN AFRICA
(Geneva, 11 and 12 March 1985)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1B Opening of the Conference by the Secretary-General.
2% Organizational matters:

(a) Adoption of the agenda;

(b) Organization of work.

38 Emergency situation in Africa (SG/CONF.2/1).

85-06117 1869h (E)
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SECRETAIRE GENERAL ADJOINT '

UNDRO 85/0450

CERTAINS PROBLEMES AYANT SURGI QUANT AU ROLE DEVOLU A CHAQUE
INSTITUTION DANS LA CRISE ACTUELLE EN AFRIQUE, (REF TELE-
GRAMME DE J. INGRAM A B. MORSE WFP/355 DU 23/02/85). JE VOUS

SERAI RECONNAISSANT DE M*ACCORDER UN BREF ENTRETIEN LORS DE
VOTRE PASSAGE A GENEVE POUR EN DISCUSTER AVEC VOUS.

ESSAAFI UNDRO GENEVE

02271943

202271945



PERMANENT MISSION OF ETHIOPIA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
866 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA

NEW YORK. N. Y. 10017
\
\/ 25 February 1985 g oy 4

N Ty Genen

Q?Q« : Excellency, (’b‘egQS
\ S M"
g QA?\ I have the honour to transmit to you the

2N message from Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, General

W v~ Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers
A Party of Ethiopia, Chairman of the Provisional
CE%F§P Military Administrative Council, and Commander-in-
: o Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist .

A~ Ethiopia, concerning the plight of Ethiopians who
lrﬁp) ‘é7 have been abducted from their homeland to be taken

(k\ ' to Israel.
00 S ———— .

Also enclosed is the press release issued
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the same subject.

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed

assurances of my highest consideration.

Berhanu Dinka
Ambassador
Permanent Representati

His Excellency

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Nations

New York, New York
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THE DIRECTOA-GENERAL
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL RATION
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

NOTE FOR THE FILE
Meeting with Ambassador Allan Keyes of the United States
22 February 1985

1. I have received today, at his request, Amb. Keyes. He was accompanied by

Mr. Dennis Goodman and Mr. Kyle Scott. Amb. Keyes indicated to me he wished

to address two separate issues : UNIDO conversion on one side and the

emer gency operat1on in Africa on the other side.

T — R

2. Regarding UNIDO, his main purpose was to inform us of the position of his
Government that if the Soviet Union has not ratified by Mid-March, Member

States having ratified should proceed on the basis of the ratification in

e SO B A ————

— — e e

hand. It is the hope of his Government thqt t:he _Secretary—-General would be

-

w1111ng to take 1n1t1at1ves which could speed act1on by those who have been
E“ t.o_x:;ufy The type of action suggested by h1s Government is ment1c;nr;ed
in the Note Verbale he left with me (see annexed Note Verbale).

In my answer, I indicated that our informations were also that the Soviets
were engaged in the process of completing the ratification but that there was
an uncertainty of when this was going to be done and the danger that this
would be at a time which would make the conversion this year impossible.

With regard to the possibility of the Secretary-General to take new

initiative, I said that I will consult on this with my colleague, Mr,

f]filschhauer and re&whe Secretary-General. I only indicated that we
were certainly anxious to have an early conversion but that we had, at the
same time, to make sure that any initiative would be accepted by all the
memberships.

3. With regard to the emergency operation in Africa, Amb. Keyes based his
remarks on the statement made yesterday by Mr. McPherson, at the luncheon
hosted by the Secretary-General. Referring to the situation in the Northern

part of Ethiopia, he wanted to underline the growing insatisfaction expressed

in many parts of the US public opinion, as well as other parts of the world,
— e =~ 'w—- -
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with regard to the obstacles the Ethiopian Government was creating to the

delivery of aid and food in that part of the country. In such a context,

should not the Secretary-General find an appropriate way to express publijcly

his own concern? The american Government was aware of the efforts and

initiative of the Secretary-General, but the Secretary-General should keep in

mind the need to retain the support of the public opinion and the media, if

| not there would be the danger that "what was left of the credibility of the UN
" would be jeopardized".

4, In a similar vein, Amb. Keyes referred to the public criticisms and

attacks forwulated by the Government of Ethiopia against the High Commissioner

for Refugees. In his views, Mr. Hartling was deserving the full and public
support from the Secretary-General. This support was to be considered perhaps
in the context of the Geneva meeting.

5. I indicated to the Ambassador that I would certainly report to the
Secretary—General on his visit and that I would also inform my colleagues in
charge of emergency operations for Africa. I indicated that we are all aware
in the UN of the sensitivity of the issue of the Northern part of Ethiopia as
well as the problem relating to the refugees. Mr. Hartling had in fact the
full support of the Secretary-Genmeral and all of us. I had met him in fact

two days ago and he had expressed his appreciation for this support. It was

—

perhaps worthwhile to cons1der the poss1b111ty to express agam such support

e et e g e e e S . )t s .t
e i = s e+ e e —

pub11c1y, wlthout havmg to att:ack ‘any partlcular Government:. In considering

.  an mane - .

a public expressmn of any p031t10n, in partlcular of critics addressed to a
Government, we have to keep in mind the need for scrupulously respecting the
sovereignty of our Member States. It was clear, however, that we have the
duty also to take into account the views of those who are asking us to be
their intermediary in such relief actions. The balance was not always easy to
maintain. I again indicated I would bring this issue to the attention of the

Secretary—General, after consulting my colleagues.

Jean Ripert

(At F,\Nj Ay f\(h:i Jro .;'c*;(.:
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FOR 'SG'S TRIP TO GENEVA QN 11 MARCH 1985

W

Mr. Alexandre Hay, President of the ICRC,
requests an appointment at the SG's earliest
convenience, when he is in Geneva for the

Conference on the Crisis in Africa 11 March.

RECEIVED
a FEB 29
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Please contact: Ruth 972-0704 (ICRC in NY)

mary ellen Tuesday, 19 February 1985
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CONFIDENTIAL ADEDEJI FROM MORSE AM PLEASED TO CONFIRM CONFERENCE

ON EMERGENCY SITUATION IN AFRICA WILL TAKE PLACE AT PALAIS DES NATIONS,

GENEVA ON 11 AND POSSIBLY 12 MARCH 1985.

SECRETARY-GENERAL AND MYSELF

REGARD YOUR PERSONAL PARTICIPATION OF HIGHEST PRIORITY.

WARMEST REGARDS.

Cleared by: . MRI'. istrongil Mr. Ripert
Vise por : ' Mr., Farah
Mr. Dayal

Authorized by:

S

i Waltoﬁ;zsh%girnixecutive Office
Office for Emergenc# Operations in Africa
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United Nations Department of Public Information
Press Section

Press Release  United Nations, New York
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MOTE 70 CORRFS PONDEN TS

CONFERFNCE ON EHMERGEMCY S ITUATION IN AFRICA TO wEET ON 11 MARCH IN GENEVA

kradford forse, Director of the Oftice tor Emergency Operations in
Africa, has advisea Uember States that a Conference on the eamergency situation
in Africa will be convened on 11 march 1985 in Geneva. The Secretary-General
of the United Mations will open the Canference.

Governments will have an oppor tunity, at the Confetence, t» examine the
present situation in Atrica and, where possiblc, to make known their
will inuness and capacity to orovide additional resources to meet the emergency.

The situations in some 20 African ocountries will be uncer consiceration.

Fur ther information on the aacenda, backcround documentation on the
emeracncy anc projected needs will be issued next week.

h KAk K

2178P For information media — not an official record
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PRIMO FOR YOUR INFORMATION PLEASE FIND ATTACHED CABLE FROM EINRAUS TO /

MORSE CONCERNING FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE ON APRICA, NOW DECIDED FOR 11 AND

Sarial Numbur

N ———

IF NECESSARY, 12 MARCH. POINT DDD OF EINHAUS TELEX IS RATHER MILD INTERPRETA-
. S . 1)

TION OF PERMREPS' ATTITUDE CONCERNING PREPARATIONS FOR AND TIMING OF

CONFERENCE.

' THEY FEAR THAT HASTE MAY TARNISH UNATIONS SYSTEM'S IMAGE AND
kﬁ) REPUTATION IF SYSTEM UNABLE TO RISE TO SUCH AN IMPORTANT CHALLENGE

SECUNDO MORSE INFORMED THAT *ROM UNOG'S POINT OF VIEW CONPERENCE FACILITIES
AND SFRVICES AVAILABLE FOR BOTH DAYS AND WE READY ASSIST IN EVERY WAY.

PLEASE_ADVISE SOONEST WHO ACCOMPANIES SECGEN AND DETATLS HIS ARRIVAL AND
SOJOURN GENEVA.  REGARDS. R
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