
18 April 1997

Dear Mrs. Salguero,

It was with great sadness that I learned of the
death of your husband, Dr. Guillermo Toriello Garrido,
one of the outstanding figures in the history of the
United Nations and in the annals of his beloved
country, Guatemala.

Dr. Toriello played a central role in the
creation of the world Organization and maintained a
steadfast commitment to it for more than half a
century. His death marks the end of an era. But
thanks in large part to his vision and dedication, the
United Nations is stronger and better equipped to face
the urgent challenges of our times.

At this time of grief, I offer my condolences to
you, your family and all others touched by this loss.
Your husband was an inspiring individual, a great
man of peace. The international community, and
Dr. Toriello's fellow Guatemalans, will be eternally
grateful for his many contributions.

Yours sincerely,

Kofi A. Annan

Mrs. Esperanza Salguero
Havana



U N I T E D N A T I O N S N A T I O N S U N I E S

TIONS. H.V. 10017

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY.GENERAU

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENERAL

18 April 1997

Dear Mr. Francais,

The Secretary-General has asked me to thank you
for your letter of 27 February, in which you informed
him of the death of Dr. Guillermo Toriello Garrido.
The Secretary-General was pleased to learn that you
had attended Dr. Toriello's funeral and presented the
condolences of the Organization to Dr. Toriello's
widow, Mrs. Esperanza Salguero.

In recognition of Dr. Toriello's contributions to
the United Nations and to the cause of peace in
Guatemala, the Secretary-General has drafted the
attached letter to Mrs. Salguero, a copy of which is
attached for your information. He would be grateful
if you would arrange to have the letter forwarded to
her at your earliest convenience.

Thank you again for your efforts, and best wishes
in your ongoing work.
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Yours sincerely,

Elisabeth Lindenmayer
Executive Assistant

to the Secretary-General

Mr. Ariel Francais
United Nations Resident Coordinator
Havana
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Dear Mr. Secretary-General,

This is to inform you that Dr. Guillermo Toriello Garrido, the last surviving Head of the
national delegations that signed the UN Charter and attended the opening ceremony of the / /
United Nations, has died in Havana on 24 February 1997 at the age of 86 as a result of a / /
respiratory disease. i !

At 34 years of age, Dr. Toriello, a Guatemalan national, was the youngest head of the
delegations present at both momentous events. He was Foreign Minister under Presidents
Juan Jose Arevalo and Jacobo Arbenz and acquired notoriety as the only delegation head to
express reservations over the veto rights granted to the five permanent members of the
Security Council.

Following the 1 954 coup in Guatemala he went into exile. He served as member of the
World Peace Council and up to his death was the Chairman of Honor of the Central American
Human Rights Commission. He was President of the Association for the Unity of Our America.

A prolific writer, he always called for respect for the United Nations and deplored the
use of the Organization for purposes not stipulated in its Charter.

In December 1996, Dr. Toriello attended as Special Guest of the Guatemalan
Government the peace-signing ceremony in Guatemala City. He was highly praiseful of the
efforts of the United Nations to restore peace to his beloved country and so stated in several
interviews published on that occasion.

As Resident Coordinator of the UN System J_a_tle.nd.ed Dr. Toriello's funeral in^ Havana
and presented the condolences of the Organization to his widow, Mrs. Esperanza Salguero.

His death marks the end of an era, closely linked to the history of the United Nations.

Sincerely yours,

Ariel Francais
Resident Coordinator

Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations,
United Nations, N.Y.
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