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I wish to congratulate you on your recent initiative to launch a High Level Panel 
on Water to tackle water scarcity, announced during the World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting 2016, held in Davos, Switzerland. Its latest Global Risks Report 2016 placed 
water crises among the top three global risks of highest impact in the next 10 years. 

Agriculture faces complex challenges to satisfy the needs of a growing world 
population, which is expected to reach 9 billion by 2050. It is clear that more water will 
be necessary to produce the extra food needed; and agriculture, as you know, represents 
70% of the global water consumption. Even without the impacts of climate change, many 
regions are likely to face substantial water scarcity. If not dealt with properly and in a 
timely manner, water shortages will result in increasing competition among water users, 
which will constrain agricultural production, and affect incomes and livelihoods. Water 
scarcity may trigger conflicts and gravely impact migration. 

In 2013, FAO launched a regional water scarcity initiative in North Africa and the 
Near East, which is generating fresh thinking for sustainable solutions to water scarcity 
and food security problems. The current initiative is providing valuable lessons through 
the promotion of cost-effective water investments and good management practices in 
the region to address national food security issues and reduce food loss. It clearly 
demonstrates that, while we cannot avoid droughts, we can build up the resilience of 
local populations and reduce their impact. 

Based on this regional initiative, FAQ is now working on a global water scarcity 
initiative, which builds on its technical capacity and the experience gained. With the 
support of the Government of Morocco, this global initiative is planned to be launched 
during the UNFCCC COP 22 in Marrakesh, in November 2016. We would be honoured to ✓/ 
coun t on you r presence duri ng the !aunch event. 
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FAO stands ready to join efforts with the institutions contributing to the work of the 
High Level Panel on Water that you have justly established in Davos, by helping water-scarce 
countries to lay the foundations for food and water security. 
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