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Meeting with King Faisal of Saudi Arabia

24 June 1966

The King lauded ray work for world peace and international understanding.

When some member states criticise some aspects of United Nations activities it

is not the fault of the Secretary-General and therefore the Secretary-General

should not be disheartened. It is entirely the fault of the member states. In

the Middle East some countries are causing difficulties, partly because of domestic

considerations and partly due to outside influence. These outside influences are

completely alien to Arab traditions. His country (Saudi Arabia) is building

quietly without propaganda, but even in his country some outsiders want to

introduce alien ways and alien principles. To cite another stable country in the

area the King referred to Jordan which he praised very highly. He believes that

Jordan will be self supporting by 1970 when outside help will no longer be

necessary.

No developing country in his view can develop without outside help even if

there is abundant national wealth. He thinks that a country like India should

stress on agricultural development and not on industrialisation as she has been

doing. He feels that there are many other countries where the stress is laid on

wrong priorities.

He then made some observations on Israel. He believes that Israel is a

creation of outside forces, imposed on the area and therefore a threat to the area.

He has nothing against the original Jews who lived in the area for ages; they are

Semites and so the Arabs have no objection to their presence in the area but they

object to the expulsion of one million Arabs and calling in of more Jews from abroad.

Those foreign Jews have alien backgrounds, traditions and ways of life and they are

new to the environement and thus cause serious problems. Besides, they are receiving

massive outside help and therefore Israel is posing a threat to the area. The

original Jews have lived with the Arabs amicably for many many years and it is wrong

to introduce neiv Jews who are foreign to the area. The situation is like Rhodesia

where 350,000 whites are posing a threat to 4,000,000 Africans.

He then explained the idea of Moslem Brotherhood. He said that the idea

was initiated by the President of Somalia in Mecca about one and a half years ago.
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This idea was taken up at the Arab,:., summit meeting which took place in Morocco

last year. The idea is similar to that of the ecumenical council designed to

develop greater under stanctfind closer cultural ties among the Moslems. Therefore

no political motivations. But this idea of Moslem Brotherhood is being attacked

vehemently by some Arabs, particularly Cairo and Damascus. From these two capitals

there are more intensified broadcasts and newspaper comments against this idea.

The King said that he was being accused as the mastermind behind that so-called

Moslem alliance. It was in no way an alliance and at the same time it was not

his initiative. Both Cairo and Damascus openly alleged that the King brought

up this idea at the instigation of the Americans with a view to putting up

a rival Moslem force against Cairo. He said that his present trip to Washington

was described as "pilgrimage to the United States" by both Cairo and Damascus

but he has ignored all these malicious diatribes.


