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Lisbon, 25th January 2002

Portugal has recently taken over the Chairmanship of the Organisation for
Security and Co-operation in Europe. The fight against Terrorism and the
implementation of the Action Plan adopted at the OSCE Ministerial meeting
last December will be a priority during our tenure.

In my capacity as the OSCE Chairman in Office, I plan to appoint a Personal
Representative for Preventing and Combating Terrorism. This Personal
Representative will be responsible for driving forward the initiatives that have
be layed out by the Bucharest Action Plan and in the Bishkek Programme. The
Personal Representative will also be in charge of liaising with other
international organisations involved in the fight against terrorism with the
purpose of harmonising the activities pursued by the OSCE in this important
matter with those of other international actors.

I strongly believe that the leading role of the United Nations in enhancing co-
ordination and co-operation amongst the various international agencies is
essential to avoid a duplication of efforts and resources that hi the end will
undermine all good intentions and objectives. In order for the international
community to achieve any progress in facing such a complex challenge, it
seems essential that greater synergism be promoted between the numerous
initiatives developed by different agencies.

Bearing this in mind, I propose that an important step in this direction would
be to hold a meeting between the Secretary Generals and/or Chairmen of the
key organisations involved in the fight against terrorism. I would be willing to
host such a meeting for representatives of the United Nations, NATO, the
European Union, the Council of Europe, the CIS, the OSCE and other relevant
international organisations in Lisbon.
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I look forward to receive your comments on this proposal, as well as on your
availability to attend such an event, which could be tentatively scheduled for
June 12th.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration

Jaime Gama
Chairman in Office

H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary General
United Nations




