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26th MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE UN STANDING ADVISORY. COMMITTEE-·-
ON SECURITY QUESTIONS IN CENTRAL AFRICf,\ 

1. The 261h Ministerial Meeting ofUN Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in 
Central Africa was held in Yaounde, Cameroon, from 3 to 7 September 2007. All eleven member States 
~~Committee (Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, centnilAfrican Republic, Ch~d, Congo, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Rwanda and Sao Tome and Principe) attended the 
meeting, with 8 countries represented at the level of Minister or Vice-Minister. The Office for 
Disarmament Affairs (ODA) organized and serviced the meeting. 

2. Your message was delivered by General Lamine Cisse, and~~!Lreceived by participants. The 
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Comn:littee examined the rateStsecurity developments in Central Africa, and welcomed both the 
deployment of a UN- EU force in north-eastern CAR and eastern Chad, and the signature of a Joint 
Communique between Rwanda and the DRC on 3 September 2007. The Committee nevertheless noted 
that the political, security and socio-economic situation in th~ sub-regiQn_rem~~ns wo_gying. Me~ 
States discussed participation, by all parties in Burundi, in the ceasefire agreement implementation 
mechanism, and they expressed their deep concern at the continuing violence in the Kivus, DRC. 

3. The Committee also re~_pmgtes.s_on.lhe "Initiative of Sao Tome", (a sub-regional legal 
instrument for the control of small arms and light weapons, and a Code of Conduct for armed and 
security forces in Central Africa); and it agreed on a draft UN General Assembly resolution on the 
activities ofthe Committee. 

4. Within the framework of the Committee, a special conference on cross-border security issues 
was held from 4 to 6 September 2007, which addressed a number of sub-regional security challenges, 
including cross-border flows of illicit weapons, human trafficking and crime, as well as the exploitation 
of natural resources in border regions. The conference adopted a political declaration renewing Member 
States' determination to address these issues through appropriate concrete measures, such as the 
implementation of the 2003 Programme of Priority Activities of Central Africa on small arms and light 
weapons, the establishment of cooperative natural resource management mechanisms, and the 
strengthening of cross-border cooperation among police, customs and other judiciary and administrative 
entities of States in the sub-region. 

5. Member States' decision to hold this thematic conference within the Committee's framework 
demonstrateSineirwiiringnessTo.maK.e-·rulf.lise 'of111e committee-a.s--a-rorliffi!o-~d~ess pressmg-s-ecurity 
concerns in tl}e Central African sub-region. I belleve that the UN should support-such a practice·. It is 
also encouraging to note the continuing revitalization ofthe work the Commlttee·,·whicli.is a joiiit effort 
by its Member States and ODA that started with the 25th Ministerial Meeting in Sao Tome. 

6. The 2ih Ministerial Meeting will be held in Luanda, Angola, in February 2008. 

[drafted by C. Van Vliet] 
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