
Note to the Secretary-General

LOCUST SITUATION IN WEST AFRICA

1. This morning I spoke with the Director-General of FAO, Mr. Jacques Diouf to offer my
support for his efforts to address the locust invasion in Western Africa. He informed me that the
situation is very serious and that if a concerted international effort is not undertaken soon, the
situation may deteriorate further.

2. He said that the countries most affected by the escalating crisis are going to be
Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Chad. In Mauritania alone, swarms of locusts have covered a 70
km area in the country. He added that if treatment of the locusts swarms is not carried out within
the remaining window of opportunity (before the end of October), the locusts could even spread
beyond Africa.

3. Despite the fact that FAO had begun warning of this impending crisis last October, donor
response had been very slow. Of the $USD 100 million it has appealed for, only about $USD 30
million has so far been pledged, most of that in recent weeks. Less than half of this amount is in
hand. I have already made a commitment to Mr. Diouf that we would approve an $USD 8
million reimbursable loan from the Central Emergency Revolving Fund to address some of the
immediate needs pending the receipt of pledged funds from donors.

4. The most urgent requirements that FAO is striving to obtain are aircraft to undertake
spraying and to transport pesticides. According to Mr. Diouf, pesticides are readily available in
China and India while aircraft can be obtained from Russia, the US and from a number of
European countries. My office in Geneva is currently looking into other options to obtain the
aircraft in support of FAO's efforts.

5. To step up the response, I would like to propose that a letter be drafted in your name to
the G-8 heads of states to reinforce Mr. Diouf s earlier correspondence to these same countries.
We could also address letters to China and India who Mr. Diouf feels can help provide the
needed pesticides.

Thank you.
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