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Mr. President,

I should like to explain briefly the situation with

respect to the work stoppage which was initiated last week

by a number of units of the Staff Union representing the

English, French and Spanish Translation and Typing Units

end which has been marked by continuous meetings called by

staff representatives all day Friday and continuing into to-day.

This action on the part of the staff units concerned relates

to continued objections to use of the word-processing machines

which have been installed to improve the efficiency, end at

the same time the working conditions, in the typing pools.

While assurances have been given that no presently

employed members of the Conference Typing Pools will be

required to work on the machines, unless they volunteer of

their own free will to do so, further demands are now being

made by che representatives of the staff units concerned. They

insist that all recruiting of new staff members to fill existing

vacancies for work on the machines be suspended until 5 study

which has been promised has been carried out; and. that those

present members of the typing pools who have freely volunteered

to accept training and employment on the machines should not

during the period of the study be transferred to the machines.

Mr. President, these are demands that in the discharge of

my responsibilities as chief administrative officer of the

Secretariat, I cannot accept. We have already gone to extra-

ordinary lengths to reassure the staff with respect to the

safety of the machines, from the point of view of any r-ossible

hazards to health. At the specific request of the staff

representatives, the National Institute of Occupational Safety

and Health was invited to carry out an on the spot examination

of the machines and after a full day of detailed testing in the

presence of the staff representatives, produced a favourable

report. These identical machines are used by the World Health
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Organization itself, and by countless other governmental

organizations and large business concerns, both here and else-

where. Yet the staff representatives persist in arguing that

the administration is exposing those who work on the machines to

personal health hazards, which the most authoritative medical

authorities we hsve been able to consult with, firmly deny.

Staff representatives have nov/ added to their list of

grievances the action of the Administration in announcing its

intention to make deductions from the pay of those who absent

themselves from work without proper justification or authorization.

Administrative action 'in this regard "is based on the clear

wording of General Assembly Resolution 31/193 of 22 December 12-76

which specifies that "unauthorized absences from work shall not

be paid for". While the Administration has endeavoured to

interpret this provision as leniently as possible it can not

ignore work stoppages disguised as staff meetings which last

for unreasonable lengths of time and which disrupt the work

of the Organization by withdrawing the services of '-a-g r.tgin;g — a-s

is— ̂©6 staff members while attending day-long meetings.

Fortunately the numbers involved in these latest meetings

have been relatively modest, never exceeding 500-6OO persons

out of a total Headquarters staff of approximately 350O

Complaints have also been voiced that the Administrate on is

trying to intimidate staff and interfere with their right to

hold staff meetings. Such a charge is obviously false. The

Administration has supplied meetl... ~_̂ ..3 a.nd facilities on request

whenever they were available and has made available facilities

for meeting in the North Lobby when all the large meeting

rooms have been unavailable because of prior commitments. In

making such facilities available the Administration has of

course made it clear that by such cooperative action it does

not sanction unauthorized absences from work during working

hours. _. .



- 3 -

Mr. President, I regrst very much the inconvenience

that has resulted for distinguished delegates and the dis-

ruption o-f the work of the Assembly' which we have experienced

because of the actions of these groups of staff. I am glad that

we have succeeded, despite these interruptions, in bringing

the work of the Assembly to a conclusion with EL minimum of

delay. We shall of course continue our efforts to bring to

an end the work stoppage on a bc.sis that will be fair to all

concerned and at the same tirue ensure that the work of the

Organization can be carried out without interruption.
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TEXT OF STATEMENT BY SECRETARY- GEPTEBAL JIJ GENERAL AS SEMI LY ON

BESfBUCTUKOIG OF ECONCUfTf1 A?TO SOCIAL SECTORS OF UH SYSTEM

Following is the text of a statement made this morning by Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim in the General Assembly following the adoption of the resolution on
the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United nations
system:

. The resolution on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of
the United Nations' system just adopted by the General Assembly contains a
number of broad recommendations aimed at providing further orientation and
impetus to this process. I am gratified that the text of_the resolution has
been adopted by consensus since such consensus will facilitate the proper
implementation of its provisions.

I am' also pleased to note that the thrust of these recommendations is very
much in line with the initiatives and proposals which I myself advanced in my
various reports on the subject. I have in mind pai-ticmarly those recommendations
relating to the scope and nature of the functions of the Director-General lor
Development and International Economic Co-operation, the broad tasks o± the
various Headquarters units, and the strengthening of the regional commissions.

I would like to take this opportunity to underline the importance I attach
to the role of the Director-General in helping to provide effective leadersnip
to the various components of the United Nations1 system in the field o±
development and international economic co-operation, and to achieve coherence,
co-ordination and efficient management within the United Nations itsell. lowards
that end, the assistance I have received from Mr. Dadzie since his appointment-
has indeed been invaluable and I have no doubt that this will increase_greatly
as we evolve more detailed arrangements for the discharge of his functions. I
shall also take further measures to advance the process of rationalizing the
capabilities of the various organizational entities of the United Nations_
Secretariat, including appropriate decentralization to and the strengthening

of the regional commissions.

(more)
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As I have remarked on other occasions, the number and variety of obstacles
in the way of the establishment of tlae new international economic order can
only be oveicome by wide-ranging measures, many of them multi-disciplinary in
nature and requiring the mobilization of contributions from the whole United
Nations' system. In assuring the implementation of the priorities and policy
guidelines estsblished by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social
Council, the leadership role of the United ,Nation&,--.as -reflected in the
Charter, will be more vital than ever. - • . . • ,

At the same time, it is my conviction that tho success of an intornational
institution, and even more of the decentralized network of international
organizations constituting the United Nations' system, depends greatly on tho
determination and political will of its' member Governments• The expectations
generated by the restructuring exercise will only be realized if there is
appropriate action by governments as part of a collective effort. At the
national level, governments must adapt their administrative machinery and
processes so as to take into account the interaction between internal and
external decisions. At the international level, the process of preparing and
formulating policy- decisions must reflect the inter-relationships between
development issues.

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm my
readiness, in co-operation with the heads of tho various organizations of the
United Nations' system, to respond effectively by working out and initiating,
as we did in connexion with General Assembly resolution J2/197, specific measures
for the implementation of the recommendations contained 13. the present
resolution. •

*
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ON BUDGETARY DEVELOPMENTS IN UNITED NATIONS

Following is the text of a statement made by the Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim this afternoon in the plenary meeting of the General Assembly:

In the light of the discussions in the Fifth Committee, which I have
been following carefully, as well as of the statements heard today, I wish at
this stage to place on record my concern over the budgetary developments in
the Organization.

The General Assembly has today approved revised gross appropriations for
the 1978-1979 bienniutn totalling nearly $1.1 billion. After deducting
estimated income, these result in a net budget of $89̂ .h million. Approval of
these revised appropriations will increase the over-all level of the budget
by $10̂ .2 million in gross terms, or $82,6 million net, over the initially-
approved levels. Given the magnitude of this increase, which admittedly is
substantial, I believe it would be useful for me to draw your attention to a
number of relevant factors.

Out of the additional gross appropriations of $10̂ .2 million, it was
necessary to request $7̂ .8 million to compensate for losses resulting from the
realignment of exchange rates between the US dollar, in which our budget is
framed, and the currencies in which the Organization incurs about Uo per cent
of its expenditures. Such additional requirements to cover currency losses
basically do not occur in national budgets and cannot be forecast with any
reasonable degree of accuracy. Accordingly, as Secretary-General, I have no
alternative but to request, in our performance reports, additional resources to
compensate for this factor, which is totally beyond my control.

Furthermore, some $18,5 million of the additional appropriations relate
to the financial implications of resolutions emanating from the various Main
Committees, which have been approved by the General Assembly. The remainder
essentialY arises fron the ircDlementation of earlier General Assembly decisions.

(more)
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It should also'be recalled that our budget is deliberately drawn up as
a programme budget, designed to indicate the inseparable link that exists
between the determination of programmes and their financing. Accordingly, in
expressing concern over increases in budgetary requirements, we must also
address the question of programme determination. The difficulty is that,
while the programmes and activities of the Organization are determined by
various intergovernmental bodies and finally by the substantive committees
of the General Assembly, their budgetary implications are the subject of
subsequent decisions in the Fifth Committee.

In assessing the Secretariat's budget submissions, therefore, it should
be recognized that they are simply the financial corollary of the programmes
and activities entrusted to the Organization. Thus, there is a causal relation-
ship between the approval of additional programmes and the requirement for
increased resources to carry them out.

The difficulties involved were illustrated by the fact that last year
the Economic and Social Council could not agree on the 'recommendations of the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination on priorities, growth rates and other
matters relating to the future programme development of the Organization. In
order for the Secretary-General to identify programmes which might be considered
obsolete, ineffective or of marginal usefulness, he must be able to rely upon
the co-operation of the Member States.

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that all efforts to secure
budgetary restraint and the most economical utilization of resources must
start at the programme-formulation stage and at the level of the various inter-
governmental bodies involved in such decisions. As far as the Secretariat is
concerned, I have already given the necessary instructions towards that end
in connexion with the preparation of our next programme budget. I wish to
assure you that I will do whatever is possible to secure this important
objective.

# -5HH6 *
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TEXT OF STATEMENT BYxECRETARY-GENERAL ON DEATH OF

was issued on behalf of Secretary-General Kurt

Waldheim today, Saturday, 27 January:

The death of Kelson Rockefeller is a tremendous loss for all of us --
for his family, his friends, the City and the State of New York, the United
States and for the world community as represented in the United Nations.

Nelson Rockefeller will be remembered not only for the high and responsible
offices he held with such distinction, but even more perhaps for his seemingly
limitless energy in supporting and inspiring the wide range of human activities
which he believed important. His interests were wide and varied, and to each
of them he gave the enthusiasm, the devotion and the leadership which were
his special gift.

In the United Nations he will be particularly missed as a constant and
devoted friend, from the very inception of the Organization. In fact, he
was instrumental in the decision to establish the Headquarters of the world
Organization in New York City, for it was through his and his family's efforts
and generosity that the present Headquarters site was made available.^ Through-
out the years, for all his'other high responsibilities and preoccupations, he
maintained his steadfast interest in and support for the United Nations.

I was fortunate enough to enjoy Nelson Rockefeller's friendship, and I
shall never forget his kindness and thoughfcfillness to my wife and myself during
our years in New York.

Nelson Rockefeller's passing is a heavy loss to all of us, but to all of us
he has left, in different ways, the lasting benefits of his spirit and his
work.

* *-## #
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MESSAGE_FRgM SECRETARY-GENERAL TO OPENING MEETING

OF COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT

Following is the text of a message from Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim to
today's opening meeting in Geneva of the Committee on Disarmament*. The message
was read by Luigi Cottcfpvi, Director-Gener-1 of the United ITrtirnr Office :t
Geneva.

I extend my warm greetings to the members of the Committee on Disarmament
as you convene for your first meeting in Geneva today. Had the thirty-third
General Assembly not been prolonged, I would have personally welcomed you as
the occasion is one which may well open a new phase of the disarmament effort.

The Committee on Disarmament is an indispensable instrument of the
international disarmament strategy contemplated in the Final Document unanimously
adopted at the tenth special session of the General Assembly. Based on a
comprehensive approach which alone can be an adequate response to the challenge
of the arms race, this strategy contemplates a careful balance and fruitful
interaction between the deliberative forum and the negotiating body for
achieving genuine disarmament under effective international control. Naturally,
the task will devolve on this Committee to help translate into action the
objectives defined by the General Assembly and the Disarmament Commission.
Mindful of the vital, indeed the crucial, nature of this role, I felt gratified
by the series of measures that were taken at the tenth special session to make
the negotiating body more effective and less removed from the security concerns
of the membership of the United Nations.

The composition of the Committee ensures better representation to different
•regions and is designed to assimilate diverse viewpoints in the negotiating
process. This can provide the basis for a solid consensus on substantive issues.
In this respect, I welcome the participation of France in this Committee which,
I have no doubt, will greatly benefit its work. It is my hope that, at the
earliest possible time all the five nuclear-weapon States and permanent members of
the Security Council will be represented at the negotiating table as they were at
the tenth special session of the General Assembly during the elaboration of the
Final Document.

(*) For a background on the ConimJ.tt.ee on Disarmament, see Press Release
DC/1080/Rev,1.

(more )
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This Committee will henceforth work with the awareness of greater interest
in its progress among Member States of the United Nations. I attach special
importance to the decision that States which are not members of this Committee
will be entitled to participate in the discussion of the proposals or working
papers which they may submit and also to express views on questions of
particular concern to them. It is also appropriate that the Committee will,
as a rule, open its plenary meetings to the public. Disarmament is a cause
which, in its very nature, requires universal involvement and a steady
mobilization of world public opinion, .This will not be possible without
public consciousness of the effort that is being made and the obstacles that
are to be surmounted, I trust that the greater access to the work of this
Committee will encourage the engagement of the intellectual resources of the
world community in the quest for ways to reverse the process caused by the
revolution in weaponry which followed the Second World War.

These improvements in the machinery for substantive negotiations would
justify a measure of confidence in the success of this Committee's work.
Yet the final test remains what it always has been: the conclusion of practical
disarmament agreements capable of ending the arms race. The present situation
provides little reason for complacency in this regard. We must face the
regrettable fact that, for the last two years, results have been lacking in
disarmament negotiations. A recognition of this fact is reflected in the
large number of resolutions adopted at the thirty-third General Assembly on
questions relating to disarmament.

Once again, the General Assembly has attached the highest priority to the
conclusion of agreements on a comprehensive test ban and the prohibition of
chemical weapons. I urge the parties in the trilateral or bilateral
negotiations on these subjects to resolve the remaining issues so that drafts
of agreements on both may be submitted for consideration l>y the Committee and
later by the General Assembly. While negotiations with limited participation
can be useful for formulating texts which could serve as the basis for further
consideration in the Committee, they can cause a sense of frustration when
they fail to produce results even after a reasonable period of tiraeo I hope
that the work of this Committee will not be hampered by this factor. But if it
is, I would invite the membership, including naturally the parties in those
parallel negotiations, to consider ways and means to bring them within the
purview of the Committee, There could, at least, be a regular system of
reporting which would provide the membership with concrete information on
areas of agreement and divergence. The Committee's views could thus be
taken into account by the parties in the negotiations,,

(more)
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There are nuclear questions which are being discussed in other forums„
A major effort in this field is embodied in the Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks, Although it is a bilateral process and the issues involved are
uniquely intricate, success in reaching a SALT II agreement could give an
impetus to progress towards nuclear disarmament.. Nonetheless, there are a
number of other questions relating to nuclear disarmament with which the
membership of the United Nations shows increasing concern. I trust, therefore,
that the significant contribution made through the resolutions of the
thirty-third session of the General Assembly on nuclear matters will be
appropriately reflected in this Committee's agenda.

The Committee on Disarmament will no doubt follow the priorities listed
in the Final Document of the tenth special session. Without prejudice to
these or to the sequence of consideration determined by the Committee, I would
like to mention some of the issues on which attention needs to be focussed
at the present stage.

It is gratifying that the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America has moved closer to becoming the first international agreement
in the field of disarmament involving the five nuclear-weapon States,, I hope
that this precedent will be followed by further concerted action toward the
establishment of other nuclear-weapon-free zones.

The non-proliferation regime needs to be strengthened and I expect that
the Preparatory Committee of the Second Review Conference of the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which will meet shortly, will provide
a workable basis for an in-depth consideration by the Conference of all
questions within the Treaty's scope„

The question of the strengthening of security guarantees for non-nuclear-
weapon States has attracted some useful discussions during various sessions of
the General Assembly* This Committee has been requested to report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on this subject. I feel that,
if progress can be achieved on this question, an important element of stability
will be introduced in the international situation, with beneficial effects on
other disarmament questions.

The Committee on Disarmament may wish to consider how to evolve an agreed
approach for prohibiting new types of weapons of mass destruction and new
systems of such weaponso

In the field of conventional disarmament, the Committee is in a position
to make valuable contributions., It might, for example, consider the
advisability of framing general principles to provide guidance for regional
action when, in view of the specific conditions of a region, the parties
concerned wish to discuss appropriate arrangements for restraining the arms
race in that region.

(more)
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The General Assembly has requested the Committee to report to the thirty-
fifth session on the state of the consideration of proposals and suggestions
mentioned in Paragraph 125 of the Final Document. This follow-up of the
work of the special session will, I "believe, enrich the exchange of views
in the Committee on a number of substantive matters.

The recommendations of the Disarmament Commission regarding the elements
of a comprehensive programme are expected to be transmitted to this Committee,
through the General Assembly,, In view of what has been achieved and what
remains to be done, I need hardly emphasize the significance of elaborating
this programme. While we have a chart in which a wide range of areas for
action has been defined, we need also to trace a path along that chart for
movement towards the goal of general and complete disarmament under
effective international control. This entails the formidable but vital task
of identifying the various stages in executing the international disarmament
strategy. The task falls on this Committee. Success in it will mean a
striking advance in the cause of disarmament', failure, on the other hand,
could well endanger what the special session so painstakingly achieved.

At the next session, the General Assembly will consider the
declaration of the 1980s as the decade of disarmament, A second special
session devoted to disarmament will be convened in 1982. I sincerely hope
that, by then, we will look at the work of this Committee as having made
significant contributions to the disarmament effort. The fact that the
history of this effort has been as long and progress in it as uneven and
sporadic as the arms race has been rapid and incessant should not cause a
sense of futility. If anything, it should reinforce our quest for coherence,
stimulate a methodical approach and encourage a concentration on what is
achievable. I wish the Committee success in its endeavours.

-x-
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STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AT THE OPENING OF THE

C 1979 SESSION OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF 24 : MONDAY,5 FEB. 1979

Excellencies , Distinguished Members,

It gives me great pleasure to open the 1979 session of the

Special Committee and to have this opportunity to express

my best wishes for the success of its endeavours during the

coining months. I am particularly happy to pay a warm tribute to

His Excellency, Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, the Permanent Representative

of the United Republic of Tanzania, for the leadership and

personal dedication with which he has guided the work of the

Committee during the past seven years.

These seven years have witnessed remarkable progress

towards the full implementation of the Declaration on the

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

There can be no doubt that much of what has been accomplished

on the international level has been due to the unremitting

efforts of this Committee. During 1978 we saw the emergence of

three more independent States - Solomon Islands, Dominica,and

Tuvalu - two of which have been admitted to membership in

the United Nations.

We welcome these developments, for, as each new State

takes its rightful place among the community of nations,

/ it brings us closer to the end of the colonial era and to the

^ goal of universality which our Organization has always sought.



The extent of the progress which has been achieved can only

be appreciated when we remind ourselves that more than

70 million people have emerged from dependent status since

this Committee was established.

However, this progress gives no ground for complacency.

There are still millions of people living under colonial rule.

As the members of this Committee are well aware, the remaining

colonial problems of southern Africa, which have long constituted

a major concern of the international community, have reached

a most critical stage. Unless peaceful solutions based on

genuine majority rule are found quickly for both Southern Rhodesia

and Namibia, violence will inevitably spread and, with it,

the possibility of grave repercussions affecting peace and

international security.

With respect to Southern Rhodesia, it is with great regret

that we must note a continuing increase of unrest, repression

and bloodshed. It is evident that the only solution acceptable to

the majority of the people must be based on the principle of

"no independence before majority rule". It is equally clear that

any settlement relating to the future of the Territory must be

worked out with the full participation of the Patriotic Front

and in accordance with the true aspirations of the people.
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Only an agreement that will provide for the participation of all the

principal parties concerned will lead the Territory to genuine

self-determination and independence. Failing this, there is

every indication that the conflict will continue with renewed

intensity, which will have serious consequences for the stability

of the entire area.

Important developments are taking place in Namibia,

a Territory for which the United Nations has a direct responsibility,

I sincerely hope that what has evolved to date can lead to

a settlement in accordance with internationally accepted principles,

including the direct participation of the United Nations,

as set out in the Plan of Action approved by the Security Council

in its resolution 435. The Special Committee will, no doubt,

continue to keep developments in Namibia under close scrutiny

bearing in mind the resolve of both the General Assembly and

the Security Council that the Namibian people should exercise

their inalienable right to self-determination and independence

in a free and democratic manner and through elections supervised

and controlled by the United Nations.

The complex problems of southern Africa will undoubtedly

occupy much of the Special Committee's attention. But I am

confident that, bearing in mind the relevant resolutions and

decisions of the General Assembly, it will again address itself
t

with particular attention to the problems of the remaining

dependent Territories in order to develop practical approaches

and arrive at viable solutions that will help them to determine

their future status.
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As members of the Committee are aware, several of these

Territories are faced with complex problems which require their

serious consideration. At the same time, it should be emphasized

that the lack of economic development or the small size of a

Territory and its population must not be used as reasons to delay

self-determination and independence. There is no doubt that

the Committee's consideration of these problems will be

greatly facilitated to the extent that it receives the full

support and co-operation of the administering powers concerned.

This is particularly important with regard to the visiting missions

which the Committee is expected to send to the Territories

in order to secure informaLo-on c.-. -prevailing cone5'':"'.cris and

to ascertain the wishes and aspirations of the people.

In conclusion, I wish to emphasize once again the importance

which I attach to the work of the Special Committee. It is

essential that the combined efforts of the international community

bring about the complete eradication of colonialism in all

its forms and manifestations, and in this process the Committee

must continue to play a central role.

I convey to you my best wishes for a successful session.

** ** **
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DRAFT

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AT THE
OPENING OF THE 1979 SESSION OF THE SPECIAL

COMMITTEE OF TWENTY-FOUR ON MONDAY, 5 FEBRUARY 1979

Excellencies, Distinguished Members,

It gives me great pleasure to open the 1979 session of

the Special committee and to have this opportunity to express

my best wishes for the success of the Committee's endeavours

during the coming months. I am particularly happy to pay a

warm tribute to His Excellency Mr. Salim Ahmed salim, the

permanent Representative of the United Republic of Tanzania

for the leadership and personal dedication with which he has

guided the work of the Committee during the past seven years.

Those seven years have witnessed remarkable progress

towards the full implementation of the Declaration on the

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples

and there can be no doubt that much of what has been accomplished

on the international level has been due to the unremitting

efforts of this Committee. During 1978 we saw the emergence

of three more independent States - Solomon islands, Commonwealth

of Dominica and Tuvalu - two of which have been admitted to

membership in the United Nations. We welcome these developments

for as each new State takes its rightful place among the

community of nations, it brings us closer to the end of the

colonial era and to the goal of universality which our

Organization has always sought. The extent of the progress
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which has been achieved can only be appreciated when we remind

ourselves that more than 70 million people have emerged

from dependent status since this Committee was established.

However, the progress which has been achieved so far gives

no ground for complacency. There are still several million

people in various parts of the world living under colonial

rule and, as members of this committee are well aware, the

remaining colonial problems of southern Africa, which have

long constituted a major concern of the international community,

have reached a most critical stage. Unless peaceful solutions

based on genuine majority rule are found quickly for both

Southern Rhodesia and Namibia, violence will inevitably spread

and with it the possibility of grave international repercus-

sions affecting the peace and security of the whole region.

With respect to southern Rhodesia, it is with great

regret that we must note the conspicuous absence of any

progress towards a settlement, and the continuing increase

of unrest, repression and bloodshed, it is evident that no

solution will be acceptable to the majority of the people

which is not based on the principle of no independence before

majority rule. It is equally clear that any settlement relating

to the future of the Territory must be worked out with the

full participation of the Patriotic Front and in accordance

with the true aspirations of the people. I earnestly hope

therefore that an agreement will be reached that will provide

for the participation of the principal parties concerned in
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political processes which will lead the Territory to

genuine self-determination and independence. Failing this,

there is every indication that the conflict will continue with

renewed intensity, which will have grave consequences for

the stability of the entire area.

Important developments are taking place in Namibia, a

Territory for which the United Nations has a direct responsibility.

I sincerely hope that what has evolved to date can lead to

a settlement in accordance with internationally accepted

principles, including the direct participation of the United

Nations, as set out in the Plan of Action approved by the

Security Council in its resolution 435. The Special committee

will, no doubt, continue to keep developments in Namibia under

close scrutiny bearing in mind the resolve of both the General

Assembly and the Security council that the Namibian people

should exercise their inalienable right to self-determination

and independence in a free and democratic manner and through

elections, supervised and controlled by the United Nations.

While the complex problems of southern Africa will

undoubtedly occupy much of the Special Committee's attention,

I am confident that, bearing in mind the relevant resolutions

and decisions of the General Assembly, the Committee will

again address itself with particular attention to the problems

of the remaining dependent Territories in order to develop

practical approaches and arrive at viable solutions that will
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help them to determine their future status. As members are

aware, several of these Territories are faced with complex

problems which require the Committee's most serious considera-

tion. At the same time, it must be emphasized that the lack

of economic development or the small size of a Territory and

its population must not be used as a pretext to delay self-

determination and independence. There is no doubt that the

Committee's consideration of these problems will be greatly

facilitated to the extent that it receives the full support

and co-operation of the administering Powers concerned,

particularly in regard to enabling the Committee to send

visiting missions to the Territories in order to secure

information on prevailing conditions and to ascertain the

wishes and aspirations of their people.

In conclusion, allow me to emphasize once again the

importance which I attach to the work of the Special Committee.

It is essential that the combined efforts of the international

community bring about the complete eradication of colonialism

in all its forms and manifestations, and in this process the

Committee must continue to play a central role.

I convey to you my best wishes for a successful and

fruitful session.
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Your "Eminences., "Excellencies, distinguished guests:

T ~am gratified to -have this ppporir-r.i-v to-join-with-y

in beginning the new year by re-dedicating ourselves to the

attainment of a true and las Ling per._ '•?•

I want to express my appreciation to His Eminence

Terence Cardinal Cooke for his kind words of welcome

and I would like to say how pleased I am to see His Excellency

Archbishop Agostino Casaroli, who has come from Rome to be with us

today on this occasion. May I also thank the Right Reverend

Giovanni Cheli, his associates at the Holy See Mission, and

the Holy Family Parish for having once again made it possible

for us to gather here in response to the imaginative call by

His'Holiness, Pope Paul VI, for a World Peace Day.

It is a call that serves as a focus for the hopes and yearnings

of people everywhere for an end to the wanton cruelty and destruction

of war. The theme designated by His Holiness for World Peace Day 1978

is, "No to Violence, Yes to Peace", and I can only express

my own depth of feeling and conviction that the profound thought

behind it accurately reflects the inescapable fact that we have

reached a time in history when no other viable choice is before us.

The attainment of peace has always been an over-riding concern

of His Holiness. No one who heard his stirring call for

"No More War" before the General Assembly in 1965 is likely to forget i-



It is a recurring theme that runs through all his works and efforts

on behalf of all members of the human family no matter what their

religion or national origin. His prayers are universal

in their quest for peace in a world that.has renounced violence

in international affairs. This - is nothing less than an appeal

to reason. It brings all individuals and societies face to face

with a fundamental choice that will determine the future course

of civilization.

When I had the pleasure of meeting v/ith His Holiness

last summer, the problems involved in bringing about

true global peace were uppermost in his mind.

His World Peace Day Message for 1978 eloquently reminds us

that while the desire for peace is one of the moving forces

of our time, we are far from having attained it. We need only witness

the still potentially explosive situations in the Middle East,

Cyprus and southern Africa; the continued denial of

basic human rights in all too many places; the grinding poverty

that mars the life of nearly two-thirds of humanity -

these and all the other problems and crises that now confront us

SS:̂ ŵ.inŷ J:.e- unrest and instability. Our only viable choice

is to find positive solutions to these problems.
:.-•''

For in the interdependent world in which we now live, a sense of
;.»;<•'•• - • - . - . - -ff'-f: •' • • ...

:- community/ fragile though it may be, is our best hope for the future.
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It is this thought that the Holy Father _expr_essss

for all of us in his warning -against the continued trend

towards violence. Peace, as he has so often stated,

is a reflection of civilization's highest good, the good that

the Charter of the United Nations symbolizes in calling upon

all nations to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war -

to reaffirm fai.th in fundamental human rights - to promote

social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.

These goals are increasingly interlo^1--^ . ̂ ust as are

the nations of the world, in their mutual responsibility for peace.

Today, inspired by the Holy Father's admonition,

we must ask, "Have they met this responsibility?" The answer,

-I am afraid, is that we still have not produced the results

we had hoped for when the Charter of the United Nations

envisaged a system that would guard against violence

by assuring "the least diversion for/ armaments of the world's

human and economic resources". Indeed, the 32nd session of

the General Assembly, which ended last month, had before it

a report prepared by twelve international experts on the

economic and social consequences of military expenditures.

In it they pointed out that the threat of self-destruction

as a result of nuclear war is the greatest peril facing the world today



- -• They also pcir.ted cut th^t world military

expenditures over the past five years were nearly

1.8 trillion dollars. Put in terras of the world's gross

annual product/ this comes to $350 billion a year devoted

to armaments rather than to providing shelter for all

who now know no homes other than the "Turns and shanty towns

of the world - rather than to making clean water,

nutritious food, and adequate.health care available to all

who desperately need it - rather than to bettering the lot

of all these still living in poverty in a world that must develop

a new and more equitable international ec~.,cmic order.

What compounds this regrettable situation is that

the major powers are making no progress in actual reductions

to their arsenals. Rather, they are continuing to expand

and refine them, and it has become virtually impossible

to confine the arms race geographically. I need hardly emphasise

why this is now a cause of growing anxiety and concern for us

at the United Nations, particularly when the ever-growing

stockpile of arms must be seen not only in the context

of the urgent need for resources for development, but of the

dangerous regional conflicts that still must be resolved.



Overall, however., disarmament- and _al 1 the ether-.issues

"that demand urgent-.answers-must-be seen against the larger background

of our effort to build a non-violent and peaceful world.

The United Nations stands at the heart of this effort

engaged in nearly every area of human endeavour to resolve

the differences that now exist between and among Member States.

We cannot deny that much work remains L^ ̂  = d~:-.i.

But neither can we deny the very real progress it has made,

nor the fact that nations are increasingly turning to it

with their most difficult global concerns.

I, therefore, believe we can succeed. I believe,

moreover, that 1978 ushered in not only a new year but hopefully

what may be a new era in the affairs of men. Indeed,

as I emphasised in my New Year message, seldom in recent memory

has the new year so clearly marked a turning point

with tremendous potential for either, world peace or peril.

Clearly, a new spirit is in the air - a heightened awareness

that the destiny of human beings in all quarters of the globe

is inextricably linked together - a growing recognition

that progress towards a better world must come through

improved co-operation rather than confrontation - and that

even though the most basic necessities of survival are yet to be

prov5.̂ .2d for millions of people, there is universal aspiration
'& jj-;:̂ ~.-~— .':j- * •--' -T ..: •— -.. ,:-, . .

for human dignity, liberties and peace which transcends physical needs



I have repeatedly made clear that, although the agenda

of the world's problems is formidable, the problems can be solved.

T̂.e> -efo -so,- "however,- -will-jsequii-re ra^n-ew -perception 'and n^ew -ccrnRTi'fcnven-t

from all peoples and all Governments. When individuals

around the world at last rise up and insist that the same ccrirmitment

be made to peace and international co-operation that has traditionally

been made to more narrow national goals - when the resources

which now are devoted to weapons of war are devoted

to advancing human welfare and human dignity, then we will truly pass

the turning point from peril to peace.

In anticipating this turning point, it is fitting,

I think, to recall the stirring words of Pope John XXIII

in his "Pacem in Terris":

"It is our earnest wish that the United Nations

- in its structure and in its means - may become

ever more equal to the magnitude and nobility

of its tasks, and that the day may come

^hen every human being will find therein

an effective safeguard for the rights which

are inalienably his as a human being".
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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S STATEMENT AT OPENING OF 1979 SESSION OF

UNITED NATIONS COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA

The following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim at the opening of the 1979 session of the United Nations Council for
Namibia: • • • - • .

In opening this first meeting of the United Nations Council for Namibia
in 1979 ;> I wish to extend to all of you a warm welcome, and to express my
best wishes for the success of the Council's endeavours during the next twelve
months.

First, I should like to pay a personal tribute to Her Excellency,
Miss Gwendoline Konie, the Permanent Representative of Zambia, for the
devoted and untiring efforts with which she guided the work of the Council
during the past two years. I am sure that members of the Council join me in
wishing her success in the important post to which she has been appointed by
her Government. - •

I should also like to extend my warm greetings to her successor,
His Excellency Paul Lusaka. Ambassador Lusaka is a familiar figure at the
United Nations and has had valuable experience of this Council's work,
having served-as its President in 1973. This experience will undoubtedly be
of great value to your deliberations in the days ahead .

This new session of the Council is meeting at a critical time and against
a background of change in the Namibian situation. Some developments, as you -
know, have led us to hope that a solution of the Uamibian problem is in
sight, while others have been the cause for disappointments

(more)
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When the Council met at this time last year, it seemed that the diplomatic
initiatives set in motion by the five Western Powers on the Security Council
would lead to an early settlement negotiated on the basis of internationally
accepted principles, including the direct participation of the United Nations.
The submission to the Security Council, in April 1978, of a concrete proposal
for a Namibian settlement — a proposal formulated after intense consultations
with all the parties directly concerned — was indeed a breakthrough, after the
impasse that had prevailed in previous years.

We saw the momentum for .change continue with .the dispatch to Namibia of
my Special Representative — Martti Ahtisaari — so that contacts could be
made and information obtained to enable me to fulfil., the Security Council's
request that I submit to it a Plan of Action for implementing the terms of
the proposal.

Unfortunately.) our'hope for unimpeded progress towards the goal of self-
determination for the Namibian people received a set-back by a number of
reservations lodged by South Africa against several aspects of the Plan of
Action. The South African Government has since signified its acceptance of
resolution U35o It was in the light of this development that I decided to
ask Mr. Ahtisaari to resume his personal contacts with the South African
authorities in Namibia and Cape Town in order to discuss the modalities con-
cerning the implementation of the Plan of Action approved by the Security
Council. I am at present awaiting the return of Mr. Ahtisaari and hope to
be in a position soon to inform the Council for Namibia about the outcome of
these discussions.

One other development which took place recently and which serves to
underscore the determination of the United Nations, refers to the question of
internal elections in the Territory. The rejection by the international
community of those elections held in December last year emphasized the resolve
of both the General Assembly and the Security Council that the Namibian people
should exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and independence
in a free and democratic manner and through elections supervised and controlled
by the United Nations.

1979 will certainly be a most challenging year for the United Nations in
general, and for this Council in particular, as together we work to bring
about a final settlement of the Namibian problem.

The extremely complex and rapidly evolving situation in regard to
Namibia has served to emphasize not only the responsibility of the United
Nations towards the people of Namibia, but the importance of the role of this
Council. I am confident that, in conformity with the mandate entrusted to
it by the General Assembly, this Council will continue to monitor the situation
effectively, as it has in the past, and will do its utmost to mobilize inter-
national support for the people of Namibia. We share a collective responsibility
not only of ensuring that the people of Namibia exercise their, inalienable
right to self-determination, freedom and national independence in a united
Namibia, but also of doing everything possible to assist the Namibian people
to prepare for this independence.

(more)
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In this respect, permit me to say that I have followed with great
interest the work of the Council and have seen the valuable contribution
which the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) continues to make
to the international effort of protecting the interests of the Wamibian people
and of ensuring that essential programmes are devised which would be of
direct value to the people of the Territory in the post-independence period.

In conclusion, I wish to stress the importance which I attach to this
Council's activities, and to assure all members that the Council will continue
to receive my fullest co-operation and that of my colleagues in the critical
period ahead.
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SRALxJVT''STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL.-̂ .'*1 SPECIAL SESSION HONOURING

MEMORY OF MARTIN̂ .LUTflER KING IN ATLANTA, 16 JANUARY

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
at a special session of the Special Committee against Apartheid, held as an
international tribute to the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the
occasion of the latter 's fiftieth birthday anniversary, 16 January, in
Atlanta, Georgia:

It is an honour for me to take part in this unprecedented international
tribute to the memory of a gallant human being and one of the truly great
citizens of the worl^, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He was one of those
extraordinary personalities who embodied the vision and will to achieve a
global order in which all people can walk in p^ace and dignity, and the
measure of his life is that his name today is synonymous with freedom, not
only to the people of his own country but to countless millions the 'orld over.

That is why we have gathered today in the city he called home. It was
from here that time and aqain he would set out on his mission to invoke reason
over force, and it was here that he returned to gather new strength for the
qur-st he conducted in the cause of us all. It is a auest that now inspires
the work of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Social Change, which has
arranged this imaginative tribute and which richly merits tho support of
everyone who shares the dream flartin Luther King, Jr. did not live to see
fulfilled.

His dream narked a beginning, not an ond. In essence- it was a simple
dream — the dream of a man who believed with all his heart in the unity —
and goodness — of the human family. The faith and passion with which he
voiced his belief healed the wounded, gave courage to the oppressed and taught
us that the struggle to strengthen and. advance human rights must go on until
it is won everywhere. "The issue", as Dr. King said, "is not whether
segregation and discrimination will he ^liminater7', Hut how they will pass from
the scene."

The issue to him was f.rpedom — not token fror.dom, but total freedom.
For he clearly saw "...A piece of freedom is no longer enough for human

(more)
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beings... unlike bread, a slice of liberty does not finish hunger. Freedom is
like life, it cannot be hat", in instalments. Freedom is indivisible — we have
it all, or we are not free."

Had he lived, therefore, we can be certain he would have been in the
forefront of the international effort to help -remove tha ominous threat of
conflict that hangs like en oppressive cloud ov^r the African continent, ilis
overriding belief in world community coincided with "the steadfast position
taken by the United Nations which rejects the illegal practice of apartheid in
South Africa and hole's it to be a grave danger to international peace and
security.

Together with everyone here, it is my fervent hope that Dr. King's voice
of reason, sanity and understanding will yet be heard wherever any person's
rights are jeopardized. Death stilled that voice much too soon, and the
tragedy for all of us is that we were deprived, not only of its eloquence, but
of the compassion and inspiration of the brilliant mind for which it spoke.
It provides unhappy evidence — if any is really n^euer! — of the great loss
civilisation suffers because of hatred and the violence it spawns. F'hat is so
ironic, too, is that the very violence of Dr. King's cieath was the antithesis
of everything for which he stood ond nurtured — and loved — in life.

He loved humanity — regardless of r^ce, colour or creed. I think the
spirit of this love was captured in words recently spoken !>y the distinguished
United States Representative, Andre" J. Young, who >-/as so closely associated
with Dr. King and who now plays such a vital role at the United Nations.

"I would say that we can look back and give thanks", Ambassador Young
said, "give thanks that in the few short years when he lived rjnongst us, he
taught us that all men could be judged by the content of their character
rather than the colour of their skin. He reminded us that we were a part of a
gigantic symphony of brotherhood that could not be played on whits ksys or
black keys alone but in the full chromatic harmony of humankind, young and
old, male and female, black, white, red, yellow, brown."

In breaking clown the walls between us, he called on ur, to i-ieet what he
always felt were the three great moral challenges confronting twentieth
century civilization — poverty, vĵ .r and racism. Ha understooo better than
most, perhaps, that racism was the most subtle and the le^st visible of the
three.

"Racism", he wrote, "is no pare American phenomenon. Its vicious grasp
knows no geographical boundaries. In fact, racism and its perennial ally —
economic exploitation — provide the !;ev to understanding most o£ the
international complications of this generation."

It was sensitive insight such es this that helped Dr. Tling brea;; new
ground as a leader of the American people. It also maJa him a symbol of hope
to non-Americans, who intuitively felt and understood the nobility of spirit,
the personal courage and the love that radiated from the life of this men.

(more)
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American and non-American alike could feel the strength of a courage and the
depth of a concern that was not for himself alone, not for his people alone,
not for his nation alone. It was for all the suffering people in the ghettoes
and slums of the world, for all who are hungry, all who are poor, all who
suffer because of racism, all who are deprived of their basic human and civil
rights.

The United Nations has recognized that overcoming racism is a
prerequisite for solving the related problems of world peace and world
poverty. President Carter made it eminently clear that he understood this
fact also when he visited the United Nations a little more than a year ago to
sign the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It was an
action consistent with Dr. King's own priorities as ivell as with the
longstanding devotion which the United States has shown for over three decades
in giving support not only to the principles and objectives of the United
Nations, but also to the vision of human rights for everyone everywhere in the
world.

In honouring Dr. King's memory today, therefore, I would like to express
the hope that all countries that still have not signed and ratified these two
Covenants do so at the earliest possible opportunity. It is a hope I would
express too, for all the other human rights instruments that have evolved
under the auspices of the United Nations. Together with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, they provide the world community with important
tools for the achievement of one of the main objectives of the United Nations
Charter — the promotion and protection of human rights. Our goal here must
b<? to develop a common consciousness in the international community and
thereby encourage the widest possible improvement in respect for individual
dignity and fundamental freedoms, which, in essence, also was the ultimate
goal of Martin Luther King, Jr.

In resolving our human rights problems - as indeed with all other
pressing problems confronting us in the United Nations — there is clear
evidence that global organization and global order, however imperfect or
sometimes ineffective they may at present be, are an increasingly
indispensable necessity. The fact that the world is becoming at the same time
more nationally diverse and more interdependent, that power, in the old sense
of the word, is more fragmented and that violence is ever more pervasive and
dangerous, affords both the strongest argument for world order and the reason
why it is so difficult to achieve. It is precisely because we live in a world
of nation-States, jealous of their sovereignty and often fearful of their
neighbours, a world of regional conflicts, deepening poverty, economic
dislocation, exploding populations and deteriorating environments, a world
overshadowed by the existence of weapons of tn?ss Destruction, that the
development of a strong and effective United Nations system is a vital
imperative.

It was Dr. King's conviction that in such a perilous, shrunken,
interdependent world we have no choice but to find non-violent solutions to

(more)
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our problems With all our differences and all our divisions, we must learn to
live together in a peaceful world community of equals, as he told us when he
said,

"We are now faced with the fact that tomorrow is today. We are
confronted with the fierce urgency of now ... We still have a choice
today: non-violent co-existence or violent co-annihilation. This
may well be mankind's last chance to choose between chaos and
community."

In making that choice, we cannot afford despair or cynicism, tempting
though such attitudes may sometimes be. In keeping with Dr. King's shining
faith we can, and must, rather, develop a sense of human solidarity, finding
practical expression in a strong family of international institutions, if our
major international problems are to he contained and ultimately solved. It is
the only way we will succeed in creating the kind of world Dr. King dared
dream about — a world more secure and more responsive to the needs and
aspirations of all its people — a world of freedom at peace with itself.

Today, on what would have been his fiftieth birthday, the hope he kindled
in the dark is the enduring gift he has given to us.

***
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Foreword by Secretary-General

1976 Yearbook of the United Nations

As the United Nations enters its fourth decade, its

essential role as a catalyst in the striving for international

peace and co-operation becomes ever more apparent. Governments

and peoples are seeking to bring about a fundamental change in

the world order, and their agenda of priority items reflects not

only a shift in emphasis - as in the expanding dialogue between

developed and developing countries - but also a greatly increased

readiness on the part of the international community to tackle

truly complex global problems through the processes made uniquely

available, by the United Nations family.

The great range and variety of these efforts and of the

political and economic trends throughout 1976 are reflected in the •

pages of this volume of the Yearbook of the United Nations. Its

aim is to provide authoritative, objective and concise information

and source material which will help in understanding the new efforts

and trends in the world. I hope that its publication will provide

a comprehensive work of reference on the complex workings of the

World Organization.

Kurt Waldheim
Secretary-General


