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THE WAR EFFORT OF THE PEOPLE Of THE JULIAN MARCH FOR TH EIR LIF\ERATIO 
A D UNION TO YUGOSLAVIA 

By the Peace Treaty signed after the First World War e grievous in.justice was done 
to the people of the Julian March, for it meant that a large part or the Slovene and Croat na­
tions were forcibly torn away from their brothers in Yugoslavia. Italy never respected the right s 
of minorities in the Julian March, and, when Fasci m assumed power in Italy, Fa ci st Italy ende­
avoured by all possible means to achieve the complete extinction or the Slovene and Croat mi­
norities, depriving them of even ·the most elementary rights. These attempts met with the re~o­
lute resi tance of the population of the Julian March, which had to wa!!e a bitter struggle for 
it's very national existence, and, through this trugl!le , trengthened and stealed it's own ranks. 

When war broke out in 1939, the people of the Julian March started an armed struggle 
for their right . A powerful movement was organi ·ed in cooperation with the Italian anti fa ·cist ·. 

The centre of the movement was Trie t. Its activity was first felt in Triest and the 
Triestine Province and subsequently pread to the provinces of Gorizia, Fiume, Udine and Pola, 
and thus involved the entire territory of the Julian March. 

Simultaneously with the setting up of a political resi tance organisation a trong mili­
tary organisation al o developed, with centres throughout Julian March territory. The. e centre. 
erved as a meeting place for the adherents of the movement, where they improved their mili­
ary knowledge. They also shelt red ammunition, explosives and other dump ·. 

The first actions on a 1arger scale started a far back a. 1940. Thu on February the 
25th 1940, the military stores in Kiana were set on fire and destroyed, and a con ·iderable quan­
tity of guns, mortars, machine-guns and about a million rounds of ammunition were destroyed: 
On June the 25th, the fir st railway line demolition was carried out again ·t the Villach- dine 
line , in the neighbourhood of Tarvi io. 

A number of actions, both on a small and on a larger scale, were carried out in the 
factorie , against larger industrial works, line of communication etc. 

After Italy's treacherou attack on Yug-o ta via in April, 1941, a general upri ing of the 
Julian March population for the liberation of their homeland and it'. uni ori to Yu p;osta ia tool< 
place. Throughout the Julian March, committees of the Liberation Front , e re set up. When the 
Partisan Forces in Yugo lavia sent out their call for an armed uprisin /.{' a l,!"ainst the occupation 
force , and when thi call reached the Julian March through the lovene Part Lan leaders, armed 
resistance in the Julian March wa · already in full swinl,!", In September 1941 , rveral small Par­
ti san groups were operating- in the area, linking up the political organisations of the Liberation 
Front, at the same time a they were carrying on their sabotage activit y. The mo ·t important 
actions were the demolitions carried out again: t the t. Peter- Fiume and Po tumia- Triest li ­
ne , and the de ' truction of electric poles. 
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A great 1111111ber of Italian. took part in these actions, alongside the Slovenes and the 
Croa ts. The first Italian comballants came from Trieste. 

The fact that the formini.:- of armed Pa r ti san units had started inside taly's borders, 
con: tituted a ery serious danger for Fascist Italy. In order to counteract this danger, the fascist 
l: aders sta;red a »monster trial« before the Spe ~ial Military Court in Rome. Seventy Slovenes, 
·01ne of whom had belonged to the armed detachments. were brought before the court. They 
were accused of havinl!" taken an active part in a movement, the purpose or which was to unite 
all the mino ri ty elements in the Julian March and tart a general armed uprising. They were 
further accused of having or 0 ·anised armed l,!'roups for the furtherance of' the above purpose, 
g roups which had under,-:-one weapon traininl,!', training in the handling of ammunition and high 
explosives and carried out actions against commu11icatio11s, railways, military and industrial 
ob,iectives etc. The prosecution also stated that five lar!!e arms, ammunition and high explosives 
dumps and a wirele,·s Iran_ miller had been discovered. The org-anisatio11. according to the pro­
:-ecu tio11 , mai11tained connections with Yugoslavia a11d certain other foreign countri';S, The 
leaders of the organisatio11 -were Slove11e intellec tuals, stu dents, workers anct arti:ans from Triest, 
Gorizia, Fiume and Pola. The Center was in Triest and the or/,!'anisation embraced the whole or 
the Julian March. Finally. the prosecution a .. erted that a se ries of abota,re actions against 
military ob,iective:, demolitions and acts of arson had been committed. II was emphasised that 
the organisation had been ac ti ve on a laq.~·e sca le ever since 1940 and that it's origin was to be 
sought in the resistance of the population, which g-oes back ·to 191 8 . 

The Fasci. I leaders hoped that by this trial, in the course of which the ex istence of a 
resistance mo vement and of armed actions was clisclo ed, they would deal the re. isfance mo­
cment a decisi ve blow. A t fhe same time, further military rorces were sent to the Julian March, 

and 110 effort was spared in order to quell the people's mo ement, and above all to annihi­
late the Partisan groups which were fhe kernel of the resistance movement. 

The first Partisan groups were compo: ed or volu 1feers drawn from amon_l!' the native 
population, Slovenes and Croats. T11e ' e small ~roups, the activity of \ hich involved the whole 
of Julian March territory, were closely linked up amou~- them. elves, as well as being connected 
with the leaders ot the lovenc Parti an unit . 

Despite the passinJ:!· of mass sentence:. o f persecution and mass internmen t, despite the 
i11crea: i11..- scope or enem militar operation . armed re i. lance was con. tautly ,l!a ining in mo­
mentum. In the beg-inninJ!· of 1942, the Italian were obli/,!'ed _to start military operations 
on a more considerable :cale, : uch as the »cleaning« operation: on lhe anos, in which 5.000 
It alian troop: took part. This action wa, unsuccessful, armed resisla11c<> became even more po­
werful and spread to still further part. of the Julian Marci,. fl \ as the11 that the first ma,ior 
parti:an acti on · were undertaken on the ri _l!'ht bani< of the lsonzo. in the Brda and in Venetian 

lovenia. There was con. iclerable activity in lstria too, where acts of -;abotage and ot her , imillar 
ac tions, par licular ly i11 the factorie., were becoming increash1 /,!'ly frequent. 

In the • pring of 1942, several Partisan ·groups were operatin;.:- on Julian March territory 
a 11d the first Partisan battalion, ca lled after the poet imon Gre/,!'orchich, was formed on the 
Na no: . The ballalio11 consis ted of vo h111t ee rs and of one compa11 of lovenes from the Coa ' tal 
l?e--ion. who had crossed o er from lo venia. The company commander was Mile pacapan 
and the commissar Joi o Plati sa , both from the Coa. tal Re;.:-ion. 111 lstria, the first fstri an compa-
11 ivas formed in 1942 i11 a forest on the Planil<, in addilio11 to the exisl in l-!" numerous Parti an 
g roups. By the encl or the yea r , this co mpan had carried out a ·erie: of ar ti o 11 s. In o rder to put 
an end to the re: istance mo eme 111 , the Italian authorities embarked upon opera ti on:- of the kind 
which Ille were alread carryi11•~ out in ot her part · or Yu;.:-osla ia. The , started to se t illages 
011 fire, lo murder and deport the population in ma. se -. In July HM2, the vi llaJ,:"e of : tje, near 
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Ajdovstlna In the Vlpava Valley, wa burnt down. In the course or Augu t · 1942, ix other villa­
ges were burnt down In the same valley, while the inhabitants were ent to concentration camps. 

All these measures, far from subduing the wide ma ses of the people in the Julian 
March, only still further kindled the flames or their armed resistance. Growing numbers or 
people howed into the Partisan units, while the soldiers, who were sent home on leave, practi­
cally au deserted. Even the oldiers of Julian March origin, who were serving in the Italian 
Army, Joined in the resistance movement of their fellow-countrymen. On the Eastern and on the 
North African front, they be~an desertlnr; In masses. Distrustful of these oldiers from the Julian 
March, tbt Italian Government deprived them of their weapons and sent them to concentration 
camps in Sardinia and Southern Italy, Into the so-called »Special battalions«. Owlnr to the 
Influx of fresh volunteers and to the arrival of a small group of Slovene Partisans from the 
Loshkl detachment, the »Soshki detachment« was formed In October 1942, from these groups 
as well as from the »Simon Gregorchich« battalion. 

Towards the end of 1942, the Italian units (allegedly the Giulia Division), which had been 
Intentionally detained on their way to the Eastern front, started a large-scale offensive against 
the Banjska Planota and the Vipava Valley. Three actions, in which 20.000 Italian troops were 
involved, were carried out. It was then that the Italians set up strong-point. along the communi­
cations and end~avoured to make them a' impre"nable a, po ·sible. Outside the 'e trong-polnt , 
Italian patrols only ventured in con. iderable t reng·th. 

At thar time two Italian Army Corps w:!re . tationned 011 Julian March territory (the 
1 23rd in Udine and the 24th in Triest), while the »Veneto« and » ovarn< and, later, the »Torino« 

and »Giulia« division. , \ ere at the di ·po 'al of the Corps. There were al o si , Fa ·ci t Legion , 
the »Leggione Territoriale CC. RR«, with fiv groups of Carabinieri, frontier units, the railr~ad, 
harbour and for-c~-1 militias. the total strength of which amounted to approximately 80.000 men. 
In addition to the above u11it s. others were afso used in the fi1-:"hth1g· airainst the Parti an . 

The Italian authorities re.-orted to mass terrorism, to the burnin;.r of illal!e , to the 
interning· of the populatio11 , they e e11 mobilised bo s of fifteen i11to the » peclal Battalion ' « 
in their atlempt to render all resistance impossible. The 1927, 1928 a11d HJ29 classes were mobi­
lised. obody obeyed the mobili:a tion order. The Fasci ·ts therefore carried out their mobili a­
lion for the special battalio11s by surrounding the villal,!'es a11d leading all the male inhabi­
tants awa . 

The~e mca: ures 0111 lead to a 11e, flow of recruit . into the Parti san rank . Particularly 
larl!e numbers arrived from Triest and Gorizia, as , ell a. from the towns in !stria. The influx 
of 11ew volunteer into the Partisan units wa ,, o g·reat , that part or them had to be tran ·fer red 
acros:-. the frontier to !oven and Croat brii,:-ade-, o, ill /! to the shorta"e of weapons. In the 
winter of 1942-43, about 7.000 fig-hling rne11 from the Julian arch joined the brigades in lo-
enia and Croatia. 

The part pla ed b the population of Triest and Monfalcone in thi s period, , as parti ­
cularly signific n . Th men and , omen or Triest 1101 only joined the Partisan units in ver 
large number ·, but also g· thered con ·iderable quantities of food , clothing, footwear and medi­
cal supplie ·, , hich they sent to the Parti ans. Inside the city the nur 1ber of acts of ·abotage 
carried out in the factories and attacl<s on prominent fa:cist persona' ilies, was con, tantl on the 
increa:e. Org-a11ised p;roup. had remained in the cit , and were intense! active both in the 
rnilitar and the political field . II was; thanl<s to !heir cti it , that i i \'as possi ble, al the time 
of Ital ·s surrender, to form companies and battalions, which immediate! entered the ·tnwg-le 
in close coordination , ith our other forces outside the city. 

The Parti 'an units had, until then, main i co11fi11ed lhemse l es to ambu ·hin#,:' srnall 
e11e111 column:, lo rail\ a demolition · and the wrecl,inu· of train: . In the beg•inninµ: or 194:3. 



the Partisan fo_rccs started carryinJ!' out attacks on enemy garrisons and fortified positions. The 
fascist garrison in Trnovsl<i Gozd was attacked, and so was the Zakri stron/.{-point b~ the II Bn. 
of the » o ·hl<i Detachment«. After that Dreznlca was attacked and liqu!dated and an attack 
al,!"ainst military objective on the Porezen was carried out. Small group .. or Partisans used to 
breal< into the strong-points, I.ill the guards and destroy the pill-boxes. Several corn~anies made 
their wa across the ldria river, penetrated into Venetian Slovenia and fought on the Stol, the 
Drohla and the Mi,ia. One Parti san company advanced over the Kanin into the Rabel.I valley and, 
reinforced by volunteers t'rom the mines, grew into a battalion. A Partisan hospital wa. set up 
011 the Kanin. 

In accordance with the deci ion or the HQ for Slovenia of February 1943, the »Coa tal 
Area Operations Zone« was se t up in the Julian March and placed under the command or the 

a tional Hero M irlw Brachich, who was born in Trie ·t, with Dushan Pir,ievec, from Gorizia, 
as commissar. It was composed ot' the » orthern Coastal Area Detachment« and the »Southern 
Coas tal Area Detachment«. 

Immediately afterwards, the 5th and 6th Coa. tal BriJ!ade. were formed. By the crea­
tion of brig-ades, both the • trildnl{ force of our units and their capacity for maneuvring were 
increa ed. The bri!!ade. now started launching attack on stronger enemy !!arrisons and cored 
!!real succe ·. e - in maneuvre fighting. The emergence of these brigades lead the Italians to bring 
further reinforcements to the Julian March. The operations against our 5th and 6th Brigades in 
the Brda and Venetian lovenia area, in which considerable Italian forces took part , were di­
rected by the HQ of the 24th Corps in Udine. The newly formed br!gades were given the task to 
cross the lsonzo river, assist our units on the riu-ht bank of the Isonzo, to force their way 
through to the dine-Tarvi. io railway line. where they were to carry out demolition. and finally 
a~s i ·t the population of Furlandy in their antifascist slruJ!gle. After heavy fighting on the Kolo­
vrat, where one of the mo · t bitter engagements in the cour:e of the uprising in the Julian March 
took place, on the Mata.iura, the Mi.ii, the Spik, the fol and in the vicinity of tolbice in the 
Rezi,la Valley. The bri,.:-ades successfully accompli hed their task. The fightin~ or these brigades 
on the ri ;?'ht bank of the I ·01120· was of direct assistance and moral . upport to the population of 
Furlandy and orthern Italy in their strug-g-le against Fascism. Extremely important was the 
breakthroug-h carried out by one of our companie. from April 29th to May 10th 1943, under 
the command of" Major Martin Greif, which tool< it a - far a. Tarvisio. Thi , , ame officer fought 
on the Pontebia railway on May 25th, 1943. The officer cormnanding one of our sapper_ com­
panies, Vare, carried out demolitions on the railway acros. the Ta~liarnento, on June 16th 1943. 
In this ' ame period, Istria witnessed the forminl! of Parti ' an battalions, which, at the time of 
It al 's surrender, J,!'rew into brigade . . 

o chang-e: in the relationship of the Italian army to the ational Liberation Army, 
were brought about by the fall of Mussolini. The Badol!lio Government pursued the trul!gfe 
with the same fasc ist and military unit s, and even increased the terrori. rn to which the civilian 
population had been sub.iected. Approximately five divi ion. were concentrated in the Julian 
March. Ga, practice , as started. 

the time of It al ' : urrender, an ag-reernenf wa. reached between the Zone HQ and 
Genera l 1ala~utti, who wa. in command of the »Torino « divi ·ion, in view of a Joint truggle 
ai.:-ai n I the Germans. The Divi"ion failed, howe er, to abide b the agreement , did not fi l{ht fhe 
Germ ans, but instead with~rew ~rom the Julian March without a stru,::-gle. 

When fhe news of Italy's surrender reached them, the people throu"hout the Julian 
March ,~e re full ~rnited and : tealed _ in the stru~,t. le· they had wag-ed. On the ;er first day, the 
population , bo th ''.1 the town. and m the village:, young people and women, tool< up arm. and 
j oi ned the new! l orrned brig-ades and detachm ent s. 
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O11r 11nits, with the support of the entire population, et about disarming the Italian 
troops in the ,Julian March i:,:-arrisons, with the exception of the J!arrisons where German forces 
were already stationned (Triest, Gorizia, Fiume, Pola). Up to 7.000 troo·ps were disarmed. u­
merous arms and ammunition dumps fell in(o our hands. The whole of the Julian March wa 
liberated. 

In spite of the fact that the larger cities were :,:-arrisoned in· considerable stren,e-th by 
German and Italian Fascist troops, the antlfasclstpopulation of the towns rose everywhere, parti­
cularly in Tri •st, Monfalcone and Pola. The people appeared in the streets, disarminl! the Fasci ·t 
and fi~•hting the enemy. Part of the population, now adequately armed, immediately .ioined the 

ational Liberation Army. Some of the arms were left in the town , to be at hand for the need · 
of the fi;.rht which had to be wai:red inside the town . . Approximately 10.000 combattants from 
these towns joined the ranks of the ational Liberation Army, includin,e- 3.000 Italians. 

On the rii:,:-ht bank of the lsonzo, in Venetian Slovenia, all enemy strong-points were 
successfully liquidated. The whole of the territory was liberated. The national consciousne ·s of 
the Venetian Slovenes, who had for centuries suffered under a foreign yoke, wa awakened, they 
,joined the ational Liberation Army and thu , for the first time in their history, fought for 
their country, houlder to shoulder with their brothers from the Brda di. trict and from the 
left bank of the lsonzo. 

The Italian force. thus uffered complete defeat in the Julian March area also. The 
Julian March was completely liberated, and on thi. liberated territory people's authorities 
were . et up. 

The liberation struggle of the people of the ,Julian March thus had a great signifi­
cance for the fii,:·ht wal,!"ed by the Italian ant if a. cists in Furlandy and Northern Italy against the 
Fasci ts and the German oppressors. This strug-,:.:-le was an example for the Italians, and example 
which both taul!ht and encouraged them. 

Our units operating in the Julian March and our authoritie. administrating the area, 
now e: tablished the closest cooperation with the other lovene and Croat unit · on Yugoslav 
territory. 

For the purpose of defending the liberated territory before the German advance, a well 
planned and thorou,:.:-hgoing demolition scheme of all lines of communication, railways and 
roads was carried out. All road leading to the liberated territory were · rendered completPly 
unserviceable. o were the railways, ome of which were completely demolished, such as the 
Gorizia- Stan.iel-Opcine and the Gorizis-AJdov. cina-Rovino-Canfanaro lines. while the 
others were put out •of working order for everal month. . These demolition were of the 
ulmosl importance in the further cour e of the trul!gle, for it took the German. ·everal month. 
to put I.he railway partly into u e again, while traffic on the everely damaged road. had not 
been re-e. tabli hd by the time the War ended. 

A Group of brigade. wa formed for the liberation of Gorizia and it e. tabli, hed ii '. 
fro11t line to the north of the town. Thi Group achieved very ucc .,_ ful re. ults in the fi l,!"ht 
again t the Germans. Element of thi Group , ucceeded in pe, etrating into Gorizia and onto the 
Miren airfield , , here approximately 100 Italian aircraft were de. troyed. German ca. ualties in 
the course of thi fightinl! were very high, and it wa only toward. the e11d of eplember that 
they . ucceeded in operating a break-through on thL front , owing to . trong- air force and artil­
ler . upport. 

After the stabili ·ing of the . itualion in Italy, the German Command decided, to­
wards the middle of eptember 1943, to trike a slronl,!" and decisive blow in order to put an 
end to the uprL ing in the Julian March, which ,:.:- ra ely imperilled general mililar de elopment. 
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i11 Italy. Daily bombing- operations \ ere carried out ag-ain: I the l iberated territo r and an offen­
si e prepared. The complete I S Armoured Corp took part in thi. offensive. 

It , as composed of the following unit 
The S .Tank Division »Adolf Hitler « 
The 44th ~nfantry Division 
The 71 st Infantry Division. 

The Corps was reinforced with elements o f lhe I 62nd Turl,es tan Division and the 
»Herman Goerin g-« Divi. ion. The offensive wa, launched, with mass air support , on September 
27th, i 94J. fl's . larting--point s were in Gorizia, Triest .. M onfalcone, Poslurnia and L.iubl.lana. 

Our unit :- suffered fairl y heavy ca~ual .ies and losl a lol of equipment , but none lhe 
le ·s succeeded, by means of clever maneuvre., in preser vi,...- the bull< of their forces and main­
taining themsel ves within their operations area. In the course of this offen ive, lite Germans 
were g-uilt of unheard of terrorism al,!'ainst the civilian population, shooting people in ma es, 
burning flown illag-es. deport in!!' and plunderinor wilhout the faint es t , cruple. 

111 the cour 'e of time , the sfrurrl!'le assumed an increa ·ii11!'lY developped military form. 
When lhe offensive was over, our unit. se t abo ut re~rg-anising- their ranks. The brigades were 
regrouped and formed into two di visions. The 91h Corp ' was formed within the l!'eneral frame­
worl< of the National Liberation Army and Pa~ !i ·an Detc1c h111ents of Yu!!o: lavia, and placed 
under lhe Comm and of Maj or-General Lado Ambroj ich with Major-General Dushan Kveder a · 
political commissar. The Corps was composed of three divisions: the 30th, the 3 1st and the 
Italian »Garibaldi 'atisone« Oi isions and of six detachrnent:. In !stria , the 43rd Divi ion wa 
formed. The Uf)rising· thus acquired a rel!'ular stril<i r,g force; capable of _withstanding even po­
wer ful enemy att acks. 

o soo1.er had the enemy offensi ve sp enl il se~ f, than our units launched a counler­
ofren. i ve and very soon recaptured prac tically lhe whole of the form erl y liberat ed territory. 
with the exception of the towns and the strong -p int ~- a~ong the rail way lines. The enem was 
confined to narr w st r ip:; of territory alonl!' the communi~ati ons and to the large towns, where 
he was compelle 'l to di ;.:- in in order to re · j ·t the onslaug-ht s f the National Liberation Army. 
Our uni l s . ucceeded in maintaininl!' this libera ted territory , with small changes and short inter­
rupti on ·, until the end or the War. The liberated terr ito ry in the Julian Marcl1 was o f the utmo' t 
impo rt ance, bot h in a political <J lld a military re,pect. Throug-hout the liberated territory people 
co111111itt es , er :et up, ana thus a new ~overnment appara tus establ ished. Fr om a militar 
po int o f vie\ , the liberated territory con ·tituted a i ec11re ba: e where supplies could be sent an d 
di ·tributed, hospit als and militar y 'chools organi . d. It was owing to this liberated territory, that 
Ille rei;-ula r supp· i11°· o f our troops , as en: ured a1 cJ their mi' il ar training impro ed. It served, 
beside: , as the · tarting-po int of our o ff'en i ve operation: and a haven where the population , 
l'lc ing be fore ene m persecut ion, , could ·ee l< r fuge. 

The del'ence o f the liberated territ ory entai '. ed a ver y con:ide rable mi lit ary el' fort. 
The encm was able to ·et foo l 0 11 it onl in the cour:,;e o f ma,ior milit ary operati ons. A l such 
l ime: , the civilian population either withd rew l o places where it fell in securil , or else Joined 
the ranl<. o f the f ig-hl ing· units. 

From the ver 111 0 111 111 the libera ted t r ritory ca c1e in to e,' ist encc, a f ierce , 1111 cea•ing­
and re c11 Ues:. strug·g le start ed fo r eve r inch o f the l iberated : ::> i , for e er ·inl,!' le line of com-
1111111i ali on Our uni t. we re co n: l antl 011 the aler t, ambushing and a11 acl ing- the en 111 , parli­
cularl in lhe la li er: : lrong--po int : along the lint · o f co 111111unicalio 11 and above all along the n'iain 
rail \\ a :: lh Tries! L,iubljana, lhe Triesl- Po la and the Tri est- Gorizia- Jesenice line. 

0 1' the utm ost import ance fo r the German ·, wa · lhe V ienna- Graz- Ljubl jana- Trie: t 
- ' enice l i ne. This double track line wa s one o f the l hre rai lway line: Jinl<in ir Germ an to the 
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Italian Front. Thi :-- line wa:- 110 le~:- il al l o the Ge rm ans lha11 the er o 11a-Bre1111 er- Mu11ich 
line. The importan ce o f lhese railwc1y-s was espe ially 0 rea l af tl.' r lh l.' No rth frican front had 
ceased to ex ist. 

One of the mos i urg-ent l asl, s fac ing ou r fo rces was lhc culling o f ihe vital Tri es l L,iu­
bl,iana line. Ever since 1941 , the a li ons o f our unit -: were directed against thi s railway line 
along the whole o f it's slrel ch from Tries! to M aribor . The fi ghtin.i.:: f o r lhi :-- line w,1:- pa rticu­
lar ly intense 0 11 the territ or y o f the .Julian \arch. 

· Our units carri ed 011 incessan t. da and ni !,!" ht ac ti ons a.l!·ain :- t lhe lines o r com11111nicatio11 . 
des tro in.I!· bridg-es and railroads and i11flic ti11 ;.:· 1111;.:·e losses upon the enemy, both in men and 
equipment. pec ial sapper i.::roup:,; we re creal ed, the :-ol e tasli o f which consisted in railroad de­
molition:. It wa :-- onl at the co:-- t of lre111endo 11 :- ef fo rt s and b or ,l.!'a ni :-- in J,!' spec ial worl,ing bat-
1alions and tl.' hnica l units. lhal the Ge rmans suc .:eeded in parll. repairill /!' lhe main railwa s. 
Rut even then. 111ililary transpo rt s were subjec t l o considerable dela and were obliged to fi J.!'hl 
their wa throt1J,!'h. A rt er a Ion;.:· aud bitt er strn g;.:·le. in the final phase of whi ch the allied air 
forces al:-o coopera ted, th Tr ic ·t- L.iubl,iana Graz and the T ries t- Gori zia-Jesenice- il ­
lach lines were rendered co mplete ly 1111se r icea ble. The German traffic system, connec tin :;:- Ge r­
man and the ll alian Front . thu. suffered an e tremely sen •re blo w. 

111 order to g i ve a pi cture o f the co11di lion o r the rail\\ a. s in the .Julian \arch. we 
shall :;:- i ve a few fi ;.:·ure: r elatin !,! l o the tral't'ic :-, if11ai io 11 in June 1944. 

I Traffi c ac tuall y 
Line :\ ax imum capaci l ~' ca rried out in ¼ 

in 2:'i ton trucl,~ number o f truck: 
L j ubl,iana- Tri es t 20.5.000 2fi.600 12.4:i 
Tri es t- t. Peter- Fi ume f; ,j.000 ;°>,824 8.96 
Trie. I- Pola J,5.000 12.298 18.92 
T ri e: t-Gorizia-,Je. en ice 5,j,000 de ·t r oyed 

In the course o f Jun e 1944 . our unit ~ arried 011 1 the rollo \\ in~· ac t ions a"a inst co 111 -
munica ti o 11 s: 

Line 

L,iubl,iana- Tr ie-:1 
T ri es i- Gor izia- .le:-e nicc 

Number ~ umber o f tra ins 
of de111 01il ion:- wrecked 

JO 19 
3 1 2 

s a consequence o f the ac ti vit y of our fo r ces, all the rail way, in the Jul ian l arch 
could onl be used t'or lo al t ral'l' i c, while their mai nl ain an e in o lved the Ge rm an-; in trem 11 -
dou - expenditure, and ti ed cl own ve r ' co nsiderable 111ilit ar. and techn ica l forces. To wards the 
end of the W ar , the Germans were themse l ves obli;.:-ed , 0 11 acco unt or the short a11·e of technica l 
equipment, to dest ro one or the l raclc :o as l o be ab le to continue the t raffic a t leas t on 
the remainin~ one. 

In Janu.iry rn ~. the fo llowin~ percen lat!·e of traft'i wa, carried 0 11 : 

L ine O o 

Triest- L,iubl,iana 1.:Hi 
Tr iest- Pola ,i.76'1 u 

Gorizia Je,enice I 11, 0 

t. Pe ter- Fi ume I !1.0711 o 

ction: ca r r ied 0 111 in the our,e of the War: 

l?ailroad de molition:-
Trai n, wre keel or damag·ed 

Bridt!·e, (larg· and small) cl t r O) Ccl 
I 

~HiO 
12,'i 

8 



Italian Front. Thi., line· W,h 11 0 le,;:- ital lo the German :- than the ero11a- Bre1111er- M1111ich 
line. The impor tance of th ese r ailway:- wa, c:-pe ciall) g-rcat af ter Ilic North rri can Front had 
ceased to exi:t. 

One of the most ur;:enf tasl, :- fac ing ou r for es was the cutting o r the vital Triest L.i11 -
bUa11a line. Ever since 1941 , the ac ti ons or our 1111ib were directed aiutinsl this rail, a line 
alon,I! the whole o f it's stretch from Triest lo Maribor. The fi ghtin ,:.:: f o r thi s line wa. parlicu­
lar l. int ense on the territory of the Julian 1\t\arch. 

Our units carried 011 incessant , da and ni l,!'ht ac ti ons ag-a in: t the lines of co 111mu11icatio11 . 
deslroyi111,!" bri<lg-cs and railroad:,, and i111'1icti11g huge los:-c:,, upon th e encm , both in men and 
equipment. p(•cial sapper "roups were created , the so lt' tasl, of whi ch consisted in r ailroad de­
molition ·. It was 011I at tile cost of tre111 e11 do11s effort s and b org·ani: i11g· spec ial worldnJ..: bat ­
talions and technical unit : , that the Gernian:- sue ·ceded in pa.rtly repa irill l,!' the main railwa :,, . 
Rut even then . milit ary Iran ·port s were subjec t l o considerable delay and , ere obli :!;e cl to t'i ;!hl 
their way throug h. rt er a lo 11 J.!· and bitt er strug g·lc, in the final phase o f which the allied air 
forces also cooperated, th e Tric.• ·t- L,iubl,iana Graz and th e Triesl- Gorizia- .le:enice- il ­
lach lines were rendered co mplelely unservicea ble. The German traffic system, connec ting Ger­
man and Ilic Italian Front. lhu:- ,;url'ered a11 c lrcnll'ly :-eve r e blow. 

In o rder to 1-!'ive a picture of the co 11dilio11 or th e railways in the .Julian 
shall l,!" ive a few fi 0 ·ure. relatin g- to the traffic situation in .lune Hl44. 

arch, we 

Line 

LJ11blja11a- Triest 

Maximum capacity 
i 11 2ii 10 11 lruc li:­

~0fi .000 
Tries!- I. Pcl cr- Fi 11111 c 
Tri es t- Pola 
Tries t- Gorizia- .Jcse11icc 

6,>.000 
1.5.000 

,).5 .000 

Traffic acluall) 
cr1r ri ed 0 111 in 

1111111brr of trucl<: 
2,;.000 

,>.824 
12.'29 
destroyed 

II / 0 

12.4:{ 
8.!)G 

I .92 

In the course o r .June 1!144, our 1111il :-- c.ar ri ccl 0 111 th e rollowi11 g a tiOll i- agai nst co 111-
1111111i ca ti ons: 

Linc 

L.iubl,ia11 a- Tri Ci-I 
Tr iest- Gorizia- J :,,e nicc 

. umber 
ol' tl e111 ol ili on 

:w 
:{I 

Number o l' train:, 

"ree l C<I 
H) 

2 

a co 11. eq 11 e11 ce ol' the activity of our force., , all lh railwa :- in the .Julian Mar h 
could onl be usc cl for loca l traffi c, while lh ir 111 ai11tainan c in olvecl the Germ ans i11 tremc11 -
do11: e penditure, and lied down ve ry onsidcrabll' milil ar and 1ec h11 ica l l'orcc:,. Towards the 
encl of the War , the G rman:, \\ ere themse lvc: obliged, 011 ac 011111 o l' the shor ta11 e or technical 
eq uipment , to cl es lro. 0 11 c of the Ira I,: ,;o as l o be able lo co ntinue thl' lrarl'i a l lca:t on 
the re maining 0 11 e. 

In .lanuar.\ 1!14,'> . th e ro11owi11 :.: p r cc n la:.:·r of traffic wa , arrie cl 0 11 : 

Lille n o 

Triest-L.iubl.ia11 a I .,Hi 
Triest- Pola .- .7fi'' , o 

onzra .le:-eni c I 11 " 

, t. Pet er- Fi um e I !J.0711 " 

. cti n,; ar ri ed 0111 in lh co ur" or thr War : 

l~ ai:road dt•111o litio11:-
Train, \\ r e I cd o r cla n1 a:.:·rd 

Brid:.: l', (Ian.:· anti , mall) de i ro~ed 

1) 

!Hill 
12;; 

8 

, I 



Electric pole:- destroyed 
' tationi- cfeslro eel 9 
Other actions ag·ai11.-,t railways and tran:-port 2,'l70 

or the 11t111ost importance too were the de111olitio11s and sabola,l.!·e carried 011 on the 
roads. Lar 0 ·e sca le actions ag·ai11st roads started as far bacl( as l!M I. · fter Italy's surrender, 
however, all · the roacb were very badly dama/,!·NI. 111011,:.:- the highwa. s, al0IIJ! , hich the Ger­
mans had se t up stro11g·-poi11ts and over which they e ertecl a continual control, all the roads 

leadinl.! 011 to the liberated territory had been so ,eriously da111aJ!ed that, by the end of 1943, 
they could 11 0 l011:..:·er be used b. an kind of vehicle. The de111olition of tht> road junctions at 
Tol111in and east of Gorizia, had a decb, ive ,i.!.!·11ificiance both for our unit s and for our libera­
lNI territory . 

The sabo ta,:.:-c activit y of our units was al .. ,o directed a,l.!·ainst i11d11: trial plant s. pecial 

attention wai. g iven to the electrical works. 111 Ma ' 1944, the Gorizia po, er station was des­

troyed . Electric pole~ were broug·ht down every da . Considerable damal,!"e was done to other 
worl, s also. 111 February 1944 , our unit:-. flooded the ldria quicl,-silver mines, which caused a 

cli111i11utio11 or the production by 250/o. In March 1944, the Ra,ibl lead 1i1i11e, were so badly dama­
ged, that they were put 0111 of use for : everal 111onths. 

Our 1111it s also did con ·idera ble damag·e to the timber indu. tr . The Po: t11111ia . Belsl<0 
and Brin.i timber ,,·or lis we r e clestro. eel. 

The ene111y never, however, co11t'i11cd hi111!-'elf mere! to the defensi . Between Italy': 

urrende r and the encl o f the \ ar . the ·e11e111 la1111ched a se rie: of large-sca le offensive acti­

ons. hen the . atio11al Liber~lio11 rmy 1111it s grew into brigade~, clivbions and corps, and 
when the scope or their operational possibilities increased in consequence at the sa rne time as 
their stril,i11/.! force augme nted , then the c11~m too wa.- compelled to call upon powerful crack 

unit s for hi s action:-. , and these unit : were brou ·•·ht from olhl•r baltl •-fie lels. 111 the cour: e of 
the:e action. - th ere were :e ven or them in all - th e enemy used to concentrate I, r g·c forces 

along th lines o r co 1111111111icatio11 , and then, wi th the aid or tanks and aircral'I, break into the 
liberated territory, destroyi ng and burning all that lay hefore him. Our unit s alwa s mana/,!'ed 
to inflict v r . h avy lo se11 upon the ene111 , in the cour:-.e o f these actions, and to pre cnt hi. 
armoured co hu111111: from dri\'ill" throu " h the whole of the Libera ted Territory. 

E ery 011c o f the:-c e11 my ofl'e1111ive, wa:-- followed b , our co unter-action , which inva­
ri abl clro,e the c11e111 y bacl, into hi, -.tro11g -poi11t s. 

The German , had fairly 011siderabl f o r 
A ftcr Ital 's 111ll'rc11dcr . a 11pccial milit ar unit, th 
was se t up 011 the territory of the r 1r111er Italian 

es at their di sposal 011 .Julian March l erritor . . 

»Operatio11szo11e clriati sches I ii :- tenland«, 
pro inccs of Udine. Gorizia . Tri<.•st, Pola . 

Fi ume and Lj11bl,ia11a , 1111d r the co 111111a11d or Ge ner al Kiib! ·r of the 111ou11tai11 troop/\, will~ he­
adquarters i11 the ,'pe11a castle near ormo11a. Toward 11 th •nd of 1944, the name of thi s Com­

mand was changed into HQ , ·v 11 Z. B. . Co r os. This Corp:-. \\ as entrusted wit.h the tasl< of 
:.:·uardin"· the coa11 t from the 111011th o f the lsonz . to Fi11111e. Thr a lion ao-ain st our units \ a, 

011d 11c tecl b 1-t o h rer :: and Polizeifiihrer Globobchni g,:.:- . Thi-; »Polizcifiihrer« was entitled 
to appl ' to Kiibl er for milit ar 1 1111it, for use in a li on n,l!'ai nst our fore ,. ,\rm _v tr oop:- tool, 
part in all th e majo r operation.~ ag·ai n, t our un it ·. 

or th e e11 e111 1111it , whi h ca rri ed 0 11 1 the fir , t d fl'e11 11 ivc in ,·cpl mbcr 19-:U. only ttw 
7 1'1 Jnfa11try Di vi:io 11 and the I st Heg·i111 e11t of Ille lf i2 11d Divi: ion rem ained in the .Julian March 
area. .., lh • f it:'hti11 J.!" i11 rea,c cl in int nsil ,, tl1 eGerma 11 , were co 11ti1111ally otbl i,1.!ecl to brin,£! 

l'urt her for e-, to th e area. They made specia l! ab1111dant u:-.c o r 111 It ali an l'a~ci ·t 1111ih, co 111p o­

:-. d o f th \\.Or /\ l ld11 d r ra11 a ti al l'a:-.c i :-.h. Th e:- fa . ci. t 1111ih became not o riou , . am >II ,!! all th 

en 111 for , for their , tubb rn ancl cru el 011d11 I. The ' h1...-.. F lo l illa ea rn t'd i i :-. If a par licu -
:irl~ , a cl r(' II 0\ II ill th i l'l''-!H'CI. 
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To\ arcls the end or 1944, the rollowin;..: e11c111y force:- wen.~ statio1111erl i11 the ,J11lia11 

March area: 

a) G e r III a II f o r c e s 

Four divisicns. several independent Re­

~i ment s and battalions 

b) I t a I i a 11 f O r C C .' 

Elements of divisions, which had been lemporaril 
purposes of reorl,!anisation, also took part in the action. 

appro imale stren;..:-th 5,i.000 

approximate st ren~th 20.000 

statio1111cd in the dine area for 

The Elements of the followin i:; division · were idc11til'ied in the course of the fi;!hting: 

71 th lnl'anlry Uivisio11 
150th Infantry Division 
194th lnfantr Di isio11. 

Our units carried out , parlicularl al'ter It al ' s surrender when the 9th Corps was for­
med , a series of larl,!e-scale actions a~ainst e11e111 stronl,!"-poi11I s and com111t111icalio11s. In the 
course of the War, seventeen larl,!"e-scale actions were carried out a;..:-ainst enem con11nunica­
tions and stronJ,:·-point s. In each of these operation : 4.000-10.000 of our trooIJs \ ere in olved. 

In accordance with an agreement co 11c !t:ded with FIIQ and in order lo coordinat 
our actions with operations, 011 the ltali · 11 Front, unit : o f the 9th Corp. •1ndcrtool, a 1111111bcr of 
actions a/.!·ainst the L,iubl,iana-Triest , the L,i11bl.i,111a-.lesenic~ and the Triesl Gorizia- ,lesc- . 
nice lines, \ hich cau: ed the total stoppa;..:·c of the trart'ic on these line:- (these actions be;..:·an 011 
.lune 10th, 1944). Fieldmarshall lexa nder c pre ssed his special 11-ratituclc to our troops for these 

ope rat ions. 
v r y J.!'0Od ,iob of worl in lhc course o f this fi;..:-htinJ,: wa,; clone b the Italian Parti -

san unit s. which .:oined up \\ ith the ttl,!'oslav 1 • :ona! Libera lion r111y and placed them:-elvc:-
under the latters co111111 a11cl in the ~tru;..:i.: le for rrecdo11I , demo rac and 1111io11 to Yu/,!'o:la ia . 

T he It alian »I i viz io11e Na tisonc «, under the co111111a11d or Major l~udi Kodrich . operated 

in the Julia11 March area as part of the 9th Co r p~. Th i:- Oi isio11 wa:- co mposed or the follo ­

wing- bri ;!acles: 

Brii.!:ata Tricsti 11a ct' :,.salto 
Bri;.!'a la Pi celli d' ssa lt o 
Bri1.::ata lfoci cl' ssalto 
Bril,!"ata ramsi ct' s:a lt o. 

11 Italian battalion \\ a:- abo in lucl ecl ill our 4: rd Oivisio11, the »Pino Hudi i11 « batta­

lion, reno, ned l'or it's fine l'i 11•htin;..:· :-.pirit. The It alian »Fo11ta11ot Bri~acle formed part of our 

7th Corps. 
The 11atio11al- lil>cratio11 strug-"lc or th town or T r ic:,.t i :,. clo:-e l li11l,ecl to tire strup.g-k 

or our units in the Julia11 ar h. T he part Illa ell b , Triest in the :-tnI 11·••·le has atread be 11 
men tioned sc eral tim es. Thb part increased a:- the ar ,,as clra\\ ill ;.!' towards it 's clo. ' . B a 
decbion of the Hth Co rp . . a Triest cit liQ wa~ set up and place d u11der Ma.ior Martin Greil" 
with Captai n inl o • h111urada a~ hi:- deput . 0 11 11 •• 11. t I.1th HJ44 , thi . , H(l 111 0 ,ccl into the 
town it se lf. T hi: HQ wa:-. under till' co 111111a11d of the 9t h Corp:-. It 111 ai 11tai11ed a re~utar contact 
\ ith the orp~ !-IQ b · mean:-. of 111cssc 11;..:cr, a11d wa ... abo provided with a \\ irel • ..,,. tra11 s1'11itter. 

The town of Tri es t \\ a:- :-.ubdi ided fir :-. t i11to nine ra om,, and later into four :-.e tor . ' a h 
e tor had it',. O\ 11 Co 111111a11d Po:-I a11Ct the unit s (bat1alio11:-) "ere allotted clefi11itc ta~t,s, both 

as re,l.!"ards ac ti on ... to be carried out i11 the 01Ir :-,e of the \\ar a11cl the particular part they had to 
l?la i11 the liberati on or the lown. The lo\\11 IIQ had ."i.0011 co111b,1t ta11t : at it'. cli..,po:-a l. T hb 
Ion~ and per: cveri nc. truc, ~lc wa;..:ed b) th pc opl • or Trie. I 011 . titute a , cry ... Iro11c. arc.11 -

111 111 i11 fa vo ur of tht·ir plra to be u11it ed to 11g() ,ta, ia . 
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The liberation o r the .Julian \arch was ac'ro111plished by the 4th Y111,:o:lav Army, the 
9th Corp.-. and the 7th Co rp:. The 111ain l'orce.-. ol' Ilic 4th r111 advanced . b 111eans of a bril . 
liant n1a1H' uvre. over the Snewil, , throu;.:h llir slrn Bistri.ca a11d · 1. Peter and reached Trie ·t, 
,, here Ille l'ightini.:· l'or the liberation ol' the town .-. tarr ed 011 April J0th. lfl4,j, After heavy street 
l'i ;d1ti111,:, i11 the cour:e of which the resistance groups within the city ,i.:·,tVe their full support 
Tr ies r wa . finall y liberated 011 May the I :t. Al the same time , the first operational ,croup of the 
4th rmy s11rro1111cled and liberat ed Fiume , auni l1ilati11i.: o r tal,ing pri so ner the l'lltire German 
g·roup wliich was defe11di11g· lstri a. The 4Jrd Di . i~ion liberated lslria, while cer1ai11 ol' it's ele-
111e11ls tool, part in the t'ig·hti11,.. t'or Tricst. The !Jlh Corps, , hich had bee 11 concentrated on the 
Trnav,lrn Pla11ota . advanced through heavy t'ig·nt ing across the Vipava alley , and then entered 
Triest with part of it's forcPs , while the other part !'reed Monfalcone, Gorizia and the , hole 

e11etia11 , lovenia area. 011 the bonzo , unit s of the 1woslav rm y joined up with the 

llicd Force.-.. 
Thu:-, after long year.-. of :ervit ude and "Utlerings, after 1ta,1ing su:,;tai necl ve r hea vy 

.-.acri fie .-. . the oppressed and t·reedom-loving· peo ,> le o f the Julian Marcl1 \\ ere finall y liberated, 
th anks lo th e efl'or ts o f the allied forces and of the Yug·osla peoples. 
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Th e figures concern the uccessful fighting waaed in the cour e of the uprising in the Julian March 

TABLE No 1 

NUMBER OF ACTIONS 

in the (our e of the Liberation War 
' 

Compar.y Battalion 
Brigade and 

Attacks on Actions 
Year 

action actions 
division 

s tro ngpoi n ts against traffic 
actions 

19-41-1943 308 ( 160 22 43 I '" 59 
\ 

·-

1944 277 40 -49 49 2781 

--- -- . - - --------- ----

1945 142 134 26 22 1002 

. 

TOTAL 727 752 97 il4 4229 
-

' 

OTE: In the above table no mention i made of the thou and of patro l cla hes which took place throughout the 
country and in the course of which the enemy suffered very erious losses. 
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TABLE No 2 

ENEMY CASUALTIES 

Ai r Y1.:ar Dl·ad \\ 'oun <..kd Prisonl'rS Gun .v\ ortar. v\ . G. Rifl s Ta nk:- Trutks M. T . 
craft 

19-11 
li.22:2 4.7 7 9. I 74 2fi 71 1.63:2 59.41 10 114 1()4 10-194 ~ 

I~~➔ 15.!l.i. fJ .• rn.; :2 .4 , ll 14 45 4fi3 2.727 11 31 9 1.-

I ~14:'l 12.571 7..3li I 75 ,c:; 1 12 9 4.:1 1 o f) 16:{ 29 4 

. 

T OTAL :! - ,4 () 21 647 :22.53() 91 :2 45 3.074 6t,. 4,c:; ) '2.7 :30 4 12 1:24 

The numbl r ot POW s doe: not include the tens of th 0u and of Ital ian wh o \\l·re taken pri ·oner at hL· ime ol Ita ly 's 

urrL·nue1 . 

In Ii ..:oursL· f thl' Liberati on ar 7'2 000 fi hting men and o f i er ught in th1.: rank of the atio na l L:b rati on Arm 

111 hL· Juli .in M ar ·h. This numb r includl·d a lar" i: number of uog pe pie under 17 and women . 

T ward the 1.:nd o I 44 ther were 30 0 fi htincr men and f icer. in th ranks of the ational Liberation Army 

in the Ju li an M arch, wh i lt.: 30. 00 fighting mt:n and officer · w rt fi hting in the rank of the over ea brigade 

the ati nal Liberation r my. 



4.1 
- '0 

,; .. 
.0 

"' cu 
4.1 

r! 
4.1 
> 
0 

4.1 
.c ... .... 
0 ,,, 

.:c 
C 
111 .. 
4.1 
£ 
C ·-

>, 

E .. 
< 
C: _g ... 

IV .. 
4.1 

&I ·-

RAILWAY OEMOLITIO S 

Slovene territory, a11CI especially the territory or the Julian March, constitutes one 
of the most important areas of Europe, as regards communications. The importance or 
this territory as regards communications, increased particularly in .the summer or 1943, when 
the Southern Front was moved from North Africa to Sicily and then to Southern Italy. 

This Southern German Front was linked to the supply bases in Germany by means 
of three main railways: the double track Munich-Brenner-Bolzano line, the sin!!le track Vi­
llach-Tarvisio-Udine line and the double track Graz-'-L.iubl.lana-Triest line. Both the dou­
ble track lines, the maxi~tum traffic capacity of which was approximately the same, had 
about the same strategic importance for the German High Command. The Brenner line was a 
shorter, and therefore closer link with Germany, but had the serious disadvantag·e of not po­
se. sinl,:' secondary lines, which are indispensable in the event ot' a traffic ' toppage on the main 
line, and offered a great number of convenient ob,jectives to enemy air fo_rce action. · There 
were important objectives 011 the Graz-Ljubl,iana-Triest line too, but there were al o secon­
dary lines along which the entire traffic could be diverted, in ca e the traffic on the main 
line was interrupted. 

The most important amon~ the railroad ·, which run through Julian March territory, 
were, from a military point of view, the Villach-Tarvisio-Udine line and the Graz-L.iublja­
na-Triest line. One must not, however, underrate the importance of the other lines, which 
acquire a very considerable importance a reserve lines, in the event of a traffic stoppaJ.:'e on 
the main line. It has been ascertained, by means of a close observation of the traffic, that the 
enemy, whenever the traHic 011 the L.iubl,iana-Triest line was interrupted, invariably diverted 
his military Iran ·ports along the L.iubl,iana-Jesenice~ Tarvisio line, or else alon;..:· the Jese­
nice- Podbrdo- Gorizia line, whilst the latter was still in workinl,!' order. Arnonl,!· the other 
important reserve railroad, , : pecial mention must be ruade of the .Je:enice- Podbrdo- Gorizia 
line and the Trie t-Dornberk-Gorizia-Udine line. 

One of the major task :,; ly ing before our forces within the framework of our gene­
ral military plan, \ as the lar;..:·e-scale ej 1dangering ol' enemy communications. The et't'orts of 
our forces were above all directed a;..:•ainst the 1110 t important line running throu;!:h our terri ­
tory, i. e. the Graz- L.iubl,iana- Triest line, alon~ the whole ot' it's ·tretch throtl'Th lovenia, 
from lh-e northern frontier 11f'ar Maribor lo Monfalcone, and further on to\ ards Furlandy. 
These actions a~ainst the whole stretch of the line started when the first Partisan units made 
their appearance in the field, in the summer of' 1941. Amon,:! the most important sabotag-e 
action · carried out at that time al,!'ainst the Ljubl,iana- Trie. t line, the destruction ot' the bridg·e 
011 the Ljubl.ianica at Preser.ia should be mentioned. Owinl,!· lo this action, lhe traffic wa~ 
comp lete! slopped on thi : line l'or ten days. 
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Our units ,tarted carr i11g- out action:, al,!"ai11sl traffi c 0 11 t his l ine 011 a lar l,!'e r scale, in 

the second half o f the summer o f 1942. Towards the end or the .' t1111mer o f 1!M2, our constant 
ni,:!"ht actions against enemy railway lines, compelled the la tt er lo cfi : con tinue all night traffic, 
bqfh as regards t he Iran. port of pa. : enl,!"ers arid the transport of supplies. This wa a very 
J.:"r ea t success, for ii meant t hat fhe en t i re traffic was, in rE: I lion to it's maxi mum capacity, 
reduced by approximate! 40 r-: o0/o. 

After Italy 's :-urre11d\'r, ou r force, ·aunched a cries o f large-scale !-.abot a 'e action. , 
in which ent i re brig-ades and di hons took part. t that time, in th' beg-i 1111i111,!" or the , u­

mmer or 1944, special sapper a, d sabotag-e detachments we re form d, the task of which con­
:,i ·ted ·olely in de: lro inl,!" rai lway communications . . , ·trnl,!"1,!"le thu: ~ta rted for t'ver sing-le 
line o f comm11n iC<1 lion. 

111 .Jun of Hl.:t4, the : ilualion 011 the Julian March rail wa : wa: the fo lio, ing- : 

a.) Posturni a- Triesl- Monfalcon e. The maximum capacit y or thi : double traclc 
railway line in both direction. is 250.000 loaded tru lcs wei.,.hin;! 25 tons each. 

in the course of the m onth referred to the traffic in bo th direclion.s was 26.600 
or 12.430/o. 

Thi s consider able diminution o f the tramc ,, as broug-ht abo ut b the fo llowing 
cau:e:: the destruct ion o f the » tampet« brid,t!'e be l\ e n Boro 11i a and Rakek, winJ! 
to which the traffic was interrupted from .J1111e 12 th to J1111 e 2(; th, 1944, the demolilion 
cf the LipO!,!la a tunnel between Po ljaca nd Grobll110, :c fact th at ni"hl t r.afric 
had . been di .scontin ued, and, abo e :111, beca u:,e f the increasin •I powerful attack · 
carried 0111 b our sapper and :abotag-e g-ronp:-, s ,,. II a. b , our military units, 
a!,!'ains t th e Rakek- Trie:,I line. 

b.) I oz ina-Pul,i. The n,a, in1t1111 cap cit 
each weighi11 11• 25 ton : . 

r the line was 65.000 loadtd truck. 

111 th e cour: e or lhe mo nth re ferrl'd lo the lra ffi c i11 both dire lion: \ a: I •. 29 
o r 18 .920/o. 

c.) The .I , er ice--Podb.-do-Gorizia line. Ma im11m capaci ty 55.000 loaded rucl<s 
each ,ve ig hin.~ 5 1011 ·. Tra ffic on lhi:, l ine wa:-, pr..c tica ll : l opped, O\ i n/.! to i11 essa nt 

srna ll -s al act ion:-. ancl l o two large-:ca le ac ti on: i11 which the entire . th o rp · tool part. 

cl.) T he Gorizia- dine line, Maxin~um capac ity in bo h dire ti on.s 80.000 loaded 
trucl, s we1ghin' 2:3 ton : ea h. 111 June tl1e traff ic wa~ ompletely interrupted, ow in '' 
!o th fac hat the 62 m tres lorw briclg-e over {he ldrija at Krm ina had cee 11 de­
. tro ed. 

e.) T he f. Peter- Fiume line. Maximum capaci l 
eighing- .. 5 1011 . 

fiii.000 load d lrucl,s each 

111 th e period r ferred to fl1e tra fr,· \\'a• carr ·,,,d o 1• ~ 2·' 1 1 d t I ,, .: n v) .,. ... oace ruc,s 
or 8.960/o. 

llelow ar • n -,om e fi •u r es .·howin,:!" the 1111111ber of ~abo ta~e ctio11: undertal en b 
the sapper and sahot •e units o f : 1e 9t h Corps a'.!'ain.-.,t two of the 1110,t important line!-. of 
comm11nica ti 11 0 11 t h lerrit or f th .lt:li.J11 Mar h, in Jun , 1944: 

a.) T he Po.st111,1ia-Trieste · li11c: 

rail r oad:-. de. troy d 

train~ dcstr cd or dt1111a.i.:ed 
leclr ic µ le d ,tro cl 
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b.) Thr .ll'~r nicc- Poclbrdo- Cori zia line: 

n ti l roads de:-. lro) N I 
bridl!'l':-i de :-. lroyNI 
-, fation :,; de,;tr · ycd 

train · de:-lro. eel 

:n 
J;{ 

I 
'2 

The:-.e fi g ure. ,ho\\ tha t enemy lrafl'ic had in .lune. with the e, ccplion or Ille rar ­
vi:,;io-Udine line. been al111 0. t co 111plefcly p,tral i:-ed, O \\ ing lo th e action· of our f orce:-, and 

had been reduce d to ~uch an extent lha1 it only t '<'achcd .ti8°/o. 

ltt Ja1111ar lll..1,,3, 1hr trafri c 0 11 .. th e .l11l ia11 \ arch m il wa y lines was a:,; follows: 

a.) Posf11111ia- Trie~ 1 line 
b.) Kos ina- Pola 

I .:rn°,u 
fi.7611/ 

c.) P::, clbrrl o-Gori zia loca l traffi c t'!to 

d.) Coriz ia-Udine . practically 11 0 traffi c, th e i111e11~il y or 
\\ hich ha~ 1101 bN• 11 a:,;cer tained 

e.) Ta n isio-Udine I !-1.07°, u 

Traffic 0 11 lhe ro llo ,, in /.! l i nr~ wa:- rendered i111pos:,; ible: l~ c vi n- Canranaro, Opci11e- -
Gorizia (via Stanjel) Goriz ia- A,iclov:-1i 11a, and, ror most ol' the period :-. ince It aly's :-;urre11dcr, 
th e l'odbrdo- Gorizia and th e Kozina- Tries l e linb . 

In fh courM• o l' Ille whole peri od from I.Ml up l o th e 1in1e o r It al 
fo llO\\in °· ac ti c n ... \\ere ca rried out: 

a.) The l(al,el,-Tric,;1 line: 

ra ilroad~ cle :- troyed 

train~ de 1ro)cd or dama!!·ed 
briclJ.!e:- cle:-. 1 r<>) eel 
elec tri c p : Ir:- d •:,;troye<I 

falio 11~ dt•~fro ycd 

h.) I h · l,01.im1- Pola l ine: 

,i (l 'l 

8 
1(i 

4n 
!I 

railroa d:, <It•. tro~ eel ,>7 

.) Podl>t du- Gorizia lin e 

railroad~ de. lroyec.l 

train:- d6lro)ed or dan1ai_:l' cl 
bricl!!e, dc,t ro)\'cl 

electri c po le ... clt•,tro)ed 

cl.) The Cori1.ia- lldi11e lin e: 
railroacl1- de~troyccJ 

elec lric pole" dr. tro ycd 

train, cl t•.., lroye <l o r da111a!!('<I 

hrid i,:e, de" t royc>cl 

t'.. ) Tll · Tan j..,io- l d ine li11l' : 
ra1lroaci... cle , l ro)ecl 

lrai11 :- cf e..,fro) l'cl or da111a!! ' cl 
britl!!l', cfl',I l'O) rd 

ele lri pole ... cfl•..,lro)ed 
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f.) The I. Peter-Fi11111 line: 

from September 8 th to No\C 111ber 20th, I !}4:3, the line 
wai. completel destroyed 
trains destroyed I 
bridges de ·t ro eel o 

111 the course of Ille \ hole War, lhe following cla111ag·e \\ as inflicted 011 all lhe 
railway li11e · i11 the Julian •larch. 

railroads destroy·ed 
trains destroyed or dama)!Cd 
bridge · destro eel 
electric poles destroyed 
rail,,ay stations burnt do\ 11 

ot~ier allacks 011 railway lines and transpor t 

18 

960 
125 

88 
,140 

9 
2,570 



the 

I • 

THE STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE OF TRIEST FOR THEIR LIBERATION A D 
U ION TO YUGOSLAVIA 

In 1939 already, groups were formed in Triest, which set about gathering arms .and 
1:arrying out different kinds of sabotage activities. In 1~41, the Fascists arrested some of the 
members of these grou_ps and brought them before the ,,Roman Court «. Some of them were 
r,entenced to death and others to long terms of penal ser.vitude. The Fascists failed, however, 
to destroy the work started by the men they had sentenced and their comrades. At itlle time 
when the first Partisan groups in Yugoslavia were being formed, a certain number of Triests 
inhabitants left the town and on the Brkine, in the neighbourhood of the town, formed tbe 
first Partisan- groups. Some or these men were killed in the fighting on the Nanos in April 
1942, while others • were captured and brought before the Triest tribu1ial (the Triest Trial), 
which sentenced several of them to death. In the meantime, antifascist organisations in Tries! 
were expanding and :0011 embraced wide sect ion of the Italian and Slovene popula1ion. At 
the time of Italy's surrender, ma ses of people descended Into the streets of Trie t and Mon­
falcone, disarming the Fas-cist Army and fighting the Germans. Well provided with weapon ·, 
they went in masses to join the ranks of the Slovene and Croat Parti an t'il,{hters. When the 
Germans occupied Triest, the activity of our organi ations did not cease, but on the contrary 
reached a new tevel of intensity, which is illustrated by the fact that a still larA·er number of 
armed groups began making their appearance in Triest and Monfalcone, where acts of sabo­
ta~·e became a daily occurance. Thus · for in tance in Triest the Officer's Cluh was blown up 
in March 1944 and a number of German officers Id lied. 

In 1944, the streng·th and activity of the antifa ci. t organi: ations increased still furt­
her, and it therefore became nece sary to complete the military organisation, as well as Jo 
e. tabli h a close contact between the military formations in Triest and those operating in the 
field. The HQ of the 9th Corps accordingly appointed a Triest town HQ. Major Martin Greil' 
was appoi'nted 0. C. in Triest with Captain Vin Im Shumrada as his deputy. This HQ was ap­
pointed on August 3 1944 and arrived in Triest on Aug·ust 15 of the same year. At the time 
when this HQ reached Triest, powerful Italian and Slovene anfifasci ·t ori{anisations were .al­
ready in existence there and they hailed the arrival of the HQ wilh great enthusiasm. lnte.u ·e 
military activity immediately developped in Triest. Nine officers in charge of rayon were ap­
pointed. These officer and the O.C. of the town formed a Millitary Committee, which met every 
week. The officers in charge of the rayons were ~riven 1:1e f<:>llowing tasks: I. To widen the 
. cope of and generally intensify military activities; 2. To concentrate all the already formed 
armed groups within the rayons, rai se new members, and form them into companies and bat ­
talion. ; 3. To continue obtaining arms and improve upon the methods hitherto used in the 
connection; 4. Orl!·anise a runner se rvice b 111ea11s of , hich a contact could be maintained 

twice dail with the Town HQ. 

1 !) 
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Factories were not included \\ithin th<.' ra)0ns, but <.'ach fa ctory \\a s 0 iv<.'n an officer 

i /c, who wa s placed direct I under lhe Tow11 HQ. Th · se officers \\ ere r11t rusted with the ta;' k 

of forming a millitary 1111it in each factory. These 1111it s, in addition to their ~e11Nal duties. 

\\ ere, ,!.!·i ve n the ,;pecial las!, of talii1t,!.! pose,..,ion of the factor) when the 111 0 111 e111 ca me and 
p1 e ent the Ger mans o r It alia n Fasci:-b f ro111 dc , t roying it. The Hq was besides, 

n -.,uired lo 111ai11tai11 th e closest po,.;s ibl<.' co11ta cl \\ ith tht• tHl of IIH' Bth Corps, to which it 
,, as di rec II subordinated. Thi ,.; con l ac l \\ as 111 ai 11t ai 11cd b)' 111ea11s of me.-;:-e11~·ers t \\ ice a week. 

Tt1 '.! HQ or the 9 Co rps also supplied the T0\\11 H(! with a \\ireles, tra,..,mill er, by mean of 

wl1i ch they co1111111 111i cat ed lwice dail) from O ctober ,'1 1!144 until the liberation of Triest. 

The aclivilie, o f our military oq.!·a11isalio11 \\ ere daily bcco mi11 ° more intense. The 

m ain joh was lhe dirn rmi11g of enemy patrols. Between ug·usl l .'1 1944 and A1>ri l 27 1945, 

appro imatel 200 small arms were capt ured . as we!I a,.; a considerable quantit y of clothing, 

fo(,twear, fo od el c. Unit s. formed i n the f ac l r ies of T r il' ,.; t and 1o11falco11e, ca rried on dir­

fer~111 form,.; of s bota_!!e act ivities, , uch as co11ceali11°·· s1rnre parh, so th at the machi nes were 

rendered um·ervicea.ble al the tim e o r the Germa n occupati on, and the German:- therefore 
did not t~lie· tlle111 '. · Ger111a11y. 

In January 194.'i , deput y O.C. ,aptai11 h11111rada was relicH'd ol' hi:- clu li e:- and Franc 
, tot.a appoi11te<1 i11 his place. 

In February 194i>, we 'et about reor~a11i si11.I.!· our unit , in Triest. Instead of the ror-

111er nine ' ra on:,, and the factor. co 111n1ands, ,the Town HQ area was subdivided into four 

sec t,>rs. ach sector was provideq \\ ith a HQ which wa~ responsible ft,r the factories in it s area. 

Each ec tor HQ \\ as ,!!'h en the task of forming the 11ecessa r. 11u111her of battalion: in 
it s area , thb 1111111ber var_ ing with th e populati on of the different area:,,. 

The 111111,ber o f unit in th e ector, aft r pril 27 194;i, ,,as as fo ll O\\S: 

I. , e t or: two batt al ion- or 200 111e11 each and one i11depe11de111 co 111pa11y of 4,5 men. 

2. ,' ec tor: four battalion, od 100 111 11 ~ach, I\\ o ballalions of 200 111 c11 each, six bat-
talions in all. 

a. ec tor: litre battali ons of 200 111e11 each, one ha tt alio11 of 2,50 111c11 . four ba t ali -
0 11s ill al l. 

4. ec t or: four battalioth of l .'i0 111 c11 each. 

111 the p •riod b tween \pril '2.7 194,l and May I l !)-1 ,i a f11rth r l'i\'e 11to11sa 11d member, 

,ioine.1 the unit:- in addition lo the fi,l:!11res quo ted abo,e. ·1 he Tern II tHl \\ ,'I'- al,o reinforced 
and two deputies, T in Lipove and \1ari o, appoi nted. 

fter this · r eo r .!!·ani .,ation had been carr ied thro 111,! h, th e a ti,·itic., of th e military or­
gani tli n in Tr iest incr eased :-. till further. The »Pi cco lo« printinJ:!-pre:-: \\ as blO\\ II up and a 

g"ara~ se t 0 11 fir , , hen ten German mo torcars and approximately J0.000 - litre, of petrol 

were dei troyed by th e fl ames. When our 1111it :,, were not eni.:-a.i.:e ct i n diMtrmi ng th e enemy or 
car r ing· 0111 ac ts of ,abo ta,!!'e, th e} were pt:1i nt ing :-lo••·ans on th e wall., di :- tribulin J:! leafleh, 

prepa1i11° hidinl,!-p la e, l'or arm~ and ammunit ion o r obt ai ning lllN li ca l suppli es. 

In March 19-15, the Trie,t To\\ n HQ i,,11ed an appeal f or rn l1111l ar m obilisation. 

large number of the pop11lation then .ioined 011r batt ali on ... i nside tlrl' IO \\ 11 , · \\ ltil e an equally 

l~rl!'e 1111111b~r went ~ 111 to .ioin 11nir.. of the 9th orp~. 111 addi t ion to th e abo vl.' l a. I<:-, an opera­
~t 'JJlS , Ian l o r th e l,bera li n or 1 r ie,t wa, bein!.' \\ Or i, d out. The rown llq bv th at time had 
,,00 sn1all arms at ii', disJJ al Dive r, " 11e111 fc> • . · · · 

. · ... 1 c, 1,e1t• garri-.on111,!! th e 10,\11: German rmy, 
ava l and Polle Force, and It alian ron11a ti on, uch a lh " 11 . ·ci· (" · v 1 1> bl ' . . , ' ... , a1 ,a , l\' tca, -~ a:-:-, , epu 1-

a 111 1:ri 11·afa 1'\ ra Fa-, i, t i P11c,t11ra a I I F ' · 
• "' . ' • < 1c 1na11ca. e e,t111ia ted lite . trell'• lh o f th ~e force 

at approxunatel) :w 10 --.ooo 111 11 · On th • c1e ur 1h r liberatio11, Ital ian ra .: -i I r•action be!(all 
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Factories ,,ere 1101 includrll withi n 1hr rayo n!\, but rach fac tor) wa. !,!iven an officer 

i /c, who was placed direcll 1111dcr the Town HQ. The!>e o ffi ce rs 'ere t11frnsted with the ta.k 

ot' forrnin!,!· a millilar unit in each factory. These uni!!\, in .idclilion to their .:.:-e 11eral duties, 
,rcre, .~iven the special rasl, of tal,ing· poi-e!'-,;ion o f the factory when th e 111 0 111e11t ca me and 

p1 e e111 the Ger 111 ..t 11 s or Italian Fascists I' ro111 destro_vin:,! it. The liq was besides, 
n·,7uired to maintain th e clo~cst possible contact with the H<l of the 9th Corps, to which ii 
,, as dirccll subordinat ed. This contact was 111ai111ai11ed by 11H'a t1 !'- o f messengers I wice a week. 
T!1':! HQ of the 9 Co rps also supplied the Town HQ with a wirelcs!'> tra 11s111itt r r, by means of 

wl1ich they communicated twi ce daily from October .5 1!144 until the l iberation of Trie, t. 

The activities of our military o rga nisat ion were daily becomin;.: m ore intense. The 
111:1i11 joh wa:,; the di :-ar111i11u· or enemy patrol:;. Betwe~n ugust 1.i 1944 and Apr il 27 1945, 
approximat ely 200 sma ll arms were cap tured, as weli a: a con.' idera ble quantity of clothinJr, 
fo11h ear, food etc. nit s, formed in the factories or Triesl and Monfa lco ne, ca rri ed on dif­

fer~ 11t forms o r sa bo tag·e acti vities, i;uch as co11cea li11g· spare part!>, so th at the machines were 

rendered un:-e r viceable at th e lime or the Ge rman occupati on, ,rnd the Ger 111ans therefore 
did 1101 tal, e them lo German . 

In January 1945, deput O.C. Cap tain hu111rnda ,, as relieved or his du ri e and Franc 
tol.a appointed i11 his place. 

In Feb ruary 1945, we se t about reor~a nisi ng our un it s in Tries!. Instead of the for­

mer nine rayons and the factory commands, the Town HQ area \\ a:-, subdi ided info ro,ur 
:-.ect,lrs. Each sector , a:,; provi ded with a HQ which wa:- responsible for th e factories in it s area. 

Each • eclo r H Q \\ as .,.ive1, the task of forming the necessa ry number of battalions i11 
its area, thi s ·number var irw with th e population of the clit'ferent areas. 

The number o f unil s in th e sec to rs aft er pril 'l.7 194;i, ,, a~ a.· follo ,, s: 

I. ector : two battalion:- of 200 111e11 each and our independent co n1pa11 . of 45 men. 
2. ~ec tor : four battalion~ od I ;iO men ear li , I\\ 0 battalion:-. o r 200 men each, six bat-

talio11s in all. 
3. cc l or: I hre bat fa lions of 200 men c..ich, one h.itfalion of 250 111e11. Four batlali-

ons in all. 
4. ecto r: four · batta l ion-. or l .'50 men each. 

In the period betwee n Apri l 27 1945 and May I 1!14,> a further rivi:- thousa nd member · 
.io inc.1 the unit s in add iti on to the figures quoted abo\'e. The fo\\ 11 I lq wa also reinfo rced 
and two deputie:-., Ti ne Lipovec and Mario, appoi nt ed. 

Af ter this reo rganisat ion had been carr ied throtr J.!h, the acfi vi ti e:-. of the militar or• 
;.:·ani 1ti:>n in Trie: t increased still further. The " Picco lo« printing-pre!',~ ,, a!> blown up and a 

g-a rage :,;e t on fire, when fen German mot orcars and approxi mafr ly 10.000 • litre of petrol 

were de1 troyed b the fl ames. When our unit :; were no t eng..i " ed in di:-.armin;.:· the enemy or 

ca rr ing out act s or sabotage, th y , ere pai11ti 1w slogans 0 11 the wall s, dist ributin;.: lea flets, 
prepar i11g hidin:,!-p laces for arms and amm uui lion or obtai ning 111edical :-.uppli cs. 

111 Mar~!• 194.5, th e Tries1 Town HQ bsued an appeal for vo lunt ary 111 obi l i:;ation. 
lar1;e uumber ol the population th e ,ioinecl our battalion~ im,idr th e to,, 11 , whi le ,HJ equally 
larl!e number went 0 111 to ioin unit s of the 9th Co rp)\ 111 add ·, · 1 II I I 

. . · • • • . 1 1011 o 1caJO\l.'la,,c,an opera-
~1 ' ,ns 'Jlan t or th e libera ti on of Trie~t wa~ bei ll!! ,, orl< cl out. The To , 11 HQ bv th at time had 
.,00 sn,all ar ms at it 's di:-.po..,al. Di\'ers en mv for , ,, er" •a ·.· · II · G 

• • • J , .!!. r, l',011111_!.! ,e I own: erman rmy. 
, ava l and Poire For e. aud ll al ,au rorniatiou 11 11 a 11,,, G d. (" - . • R bl ' 

• • • 1- , ,uar 1a ,n 1ca , ,ass, epu •· 
Ca lli, 1:rig~ ta era, Fascisti, Q11e. tura and Financa. e e:limal<'d Ille , tr ll !!.' fh ol' lh<'se force 
at appro 1mately :w to 25.000 men. On the V" c)I' lhe· 1,·1, 1· 

'- ra 1011, Italian t a!', ri., I r ' i:I lion IJe uan 
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preparing their betrayal. They intended to form their own armed formations, but failed, be­
cause the people of Triest refused to respond to their call or be taken in by their promises, 
for they saw only too well that they were tire same people who had been carrying out the 
orders of the German Fascists. This treacherous organisation, which called itself the »Comltato 
di llberazione . nazionale di Trieste«, and which included among it's members the German ap­
pointed Mayor Pagninl, leaned on the support of those who, such as the Guardo Civico, Brl­
g:ata Nera, Que ' tu_ra etc had been worl<ini.:· for the Germans, and prepared them for the task of 
sciz ini.:· power in Trie t when the time came. 

The Town HQ was therefore compelled to strike both al the masters and at their 
servants. This was the firm demand put forward above all by the members or the antifascist 
or,:!·anlsations at their meetini.:·s. 

Foreseeing· the fateful events which were to take place, 011 April 26 1945, the Town 
HQ summoned all the Sector HQ to a conference, at which a comprehensive plan for the 
uprising wa drawn up. 

In the eveninl,!" of April 27 1945, event s of a decisive importance began taking place. 
The Germans ~:tarted handing over to the C.L. N. The C.L.N, called upon the population to ma­
intain order and peace, allowed the Germans to ,nove about freely and keep their weapons, 
and it's treacherous attitude thus became obviou s to the peop.e of Trieste. It was abundantly clear 
that the population could not possibly approve of such a policy, and it immediately responded to 
the call issued by the town HQ for a general uprising. The Town HQ moved to their Command 
Post, which was first, from April 27 to the evening of April 28 located in Kolonkovac and 
then, until May I. t, in Rocol. The Sector HQ also moved to their Command Posts, the batta­
lions gathered at their a smtbly points. The forces Inside the city grew rapidly from April 
27 to the evening of April 28. All who were capable of bearing arms ,joined t.he armed units. 
The main task now was to arm these new troops. On the evening of April 28, our units tar­
ted disarming the enemy and arming our own forces. By April 29, practically all the enemy 
garriwns in the suburbs had been disarmed and our own troops armed. The enthusiasm of the 
Triest pop ,lation was rising from hour to hour, Slovene, Italian and Yugoslav flags with a 
fi ve point d star began appearing on the buildings. At the same time as the enemy units in 
the ·uburbs were being disarmed, the suburbs_ themselves were being in the main liberated. 
After all our force had been armed, they set about mopping up the remaining enemy rroups 
in /he suburbs. By April 30th, all the Italian armed fascist forces, and some of the G r11M11 
forces, had been liquidated. Thus, for instance, the Gerrnaw holding the St. Lui~i Univti"1t)' 
had been mopped up. The pitch the enthusiasm had reached is shown by the fact that, at St. 
Jacob, the worl,er ·, armed only with rifles, attacl<ed and captured a Gtrrnan armoured 
car. ear St. Ana, our units caplured enemy pill-boxes on the Triest- lstra road and thu. 
di. armed lhousands of Germans who were fleeing· before our forces in I ' tria. Two tanl<S and 
~everal guns were caplured on lhis occa ion. On April 30, units of the Yugo lav Army ente­
red Trie!-t and, in cooperation with the forces rai sed inside the city and arter heavy street 
fi :~ 1tin" , bro l<c the last enemy resistance and finally liberated the town on May I, 1946. 

The treacherous )) Comitato di Liberazion nazionale di Trieste " escaped from the 
cit with i ome of the Germans. 

After the liberation or Triest, the res!stance forces were formed into the ,, arodna za­
: tita« - )) Dire a popolare (c (Peoples Defence),which numbered about 2.500 members and wa · 
e11lru. led with the lfl'Jk of defending the achievements of the • trug·l{te, tho ·e achievements for 
,·., hich the people or Triest had given th Ir lives. 
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ENEMY FORCES ON JULIAN MARCH TERRITORY 

1941-1945 

After Italy's atta.ck on Yugoslavia In April 1941, strong fascist, police and other gar­
rison duty forces (Milizia Confinaria, Guardia alla Frontiera, Fascist Legions, Milizia Forestale 
etc) remained on the territory of the Julian March, which was not part of the 2nd Army ope­
rations area. 

These units endeavoured to suppress the incipient people's re· olt by t~rrorlstlc means. 

Larger forces, amounting to 5.000 men, were concentrated in April 1942 in the Vlpava 
Valley for action against the Partisans, in August of the same year troops were concentrated 
on the Slovenska Bistrica sector against a Parti san battalion operating in the area. 

n. 
After Italy had mobilised in September 1942, the number of people who Joined the 

Parti sans increased tremendously and the Parti san units themselves started developping at an 
extremely rapid pace. Because or the offensive actions of the Sotcha detachment, an Alpine 
Division was brought to Gorizia and numerous garrrsons and strong-points were established 
in the Gorizia and Vipava Valley area. 

Offensive operations, launched by the HQ of the 23e Army Corps in Triest and the 
24e Army Corps in Udine, started towards the end of April 1942. 

It was in the course or these operations that Italian divisions, in transit through the 
Julian March, were fir st made use of. - ---

The following units took part in the operations: 
- elements of the Italian divisions in transit to the Eastern Front, the strength or 

which amounted to 20.000 men and which had stopped at Gorizia. 

-- elements or the Alpine Division from Gorizia. 
- the fascist »Nera« brigade. 
- the so-called »Arditi« units composed of criminalt. 
- the Squadristi from Triest and Gorizia. 
Towards the end of November, the enemy carried out two attacks against Banjska Pia• 

nota and Trnovski Gozd, in the course of each of which he used forces. varying from fi!,een 
to twenty thousand men, while in the middle of December he undertook an action in the Vipava 
Valley and the Kras, in which 15.000 men were involved. A number of new strong-points were 
set up, especially along the railway lines. The ~nemy was compelled, owing lo the very po­
werful attack · the Parti an units were carrying out against the lines of communication, to build 
defence work along these tine and to bring further reinforcements. 
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There were , at that time, two Italian Arn Corps in Julian M.,.rch territory (the 23rd 
rm Corps in Udine and lhe 24th in Ttlest) , while th »Venelo« and » ovara«, and later the 

»Torino« arrd »Giulia« Divi •ions were at the dis osal of the Corps. There were also ix Fa cist 
Le~·ions (the 5,>lh, the ~8111 , the 59th, the 6_0th, the 61 st and the -62nd) , the ,>Leg1-:'io11e Territo­
ria !e CC.RR.«, with five ~·roups or carabinieri, railroad, harbour and forest militias, the total 
of which arnounled to approximately 80.000 rnert. In addition to th above units, other too 
were used in the l'ightinl,!' against the Partisans. 

111 the beginning- of' 1943, the enemy intended to throw the Parti n , back into the 
northern areas or the .Julian March and thus cut them oH from their f'ood supJ>lies bases. In con­
nection with this plan, a ·pecial Alpine Brigade was formed in the be~•i1111i11g of 194~J and pla­
ced under the command of General Mazzini, while a parachute 1111it (the : o-called paracadutisti) , 
specially trained for action against the Partisans, was brought to lhe Crni Vrh- ldria-Vipava 
ector. 

The enemy countered the advance of the 4th and 5th Slovene bri~·ades into Venetia, 
in May 1943, with the forces of" two divisions under the command of the 24th Army Corps 
from Udine, operating from: Kobarid, Tolmin, I. lucjja , Gorizin, Cedad, Tarcent and Gemona, 

After the fall of Mussolini, the ~·realer part of the Italian forces lefl the .Julian March, 
but the stron§.!"-poin.ts, manned by the triclly necessary number of troops. remained. 

111 Aul!ust 1943, the number of the Italian troops in the Julian March again increa ed 
and aflained the ;::-reate ' t strength they ever reached between 1941 and the time of Italy's sur­
render. Their total strength at that time wa11 e. I imated at approximate! 100- 180.000 troops. 

Ill 

I lhe lime of Ital 's surrender, the slrtl'' l!le of the peo1>le of the ,.Julian March for 
freedom reached il's climax. The Partisan forces disarmed, \ ilh the assistance of tire popula­
tion , Italian troops in areas where their ·tre11 11·th amount ed to 60.000. 

Part of the Italian force ·. which had been disarmed b the Germans, continued the 
fi .irht at the :- icle of the latter, while the rest we ·c cli : an11ed and sent to POW camps. 

IV 

The co11sta11t menace, which the I ation al lib ration rm 1111its constiluted for the 
rai lway lines and ,junction. , compelled the Ger rrran Com 111 nd l o ral<e igorous aclion. Thi 
action was undertaken by the I sl Panzer Corps, \ hich had been brou~l,t from Italy under 
the con1111and or General Hausser , in the area betweer_1 the , otcha (1:-onzo) river and the old 
Yu..-osla - Italian frontier . \ hile certain elerrre i fs of fire Corps were operatini::· in !stria. The 

leibsta11darte Adolf Hitler, the 44th and 71 : t Infantry Di isions, ,ioined in the ot'fewive a· 
part of the I. I Panzer Corp ·. 

Aft r this offensi e, spe ial military headqua, ters were ,e t up for 111 pro i11ces of 
Trie. te, Fiume, Pola, Cline, Gorizia and l,i11bl,iana, the ,> Operazionszone driatisclres Ku ·fen­
land«, which was given the ranl< of an Arm. Co rps and entnrsted with the ta sl{ of protecting 
the coast, from the Tag liamcnto to Fiume. ttaclred to this HQ \ as an police leader, who 
\ as put in charge of the struggle aorain ·t tire ationa l L iberation Arm and placed in command 
of police force · and forces for the protection of the lines of om111u11ication. When nece · ·ary, 
operational unit ' ·tationned in the area \ ere put al tire di: po 11al of the police leader for the 
fi ght again ·t the liberation forces. 
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The following operational force were placed under the command of the Opera-

zlonszone: 
- 71 th Infantry Division 
- a regiment of 162nd Division 
- two German coastal artill~ry regiments 
- eleven Italian caostal. batteries. 

In February 1944, the 71 st divi ion was replaced by 188th Reserve Alpine Division. 
The following units were at the di posal of the SS police leader: 

15th SS police regiment 
- IOth SS police regiment 
- SS police regiment »Bozen« 
- Italian » Tagliamento« regiment 
- five Fascist Legions 
- a number of smaller Italian and German units. 

The total number of troops at the di po al of the HQ of the Operazionszone in tht 
Julian March was between 42 and 43.000. 

VI 

In the latter half or 1944, the German Command began making u e of the furlandy and 
Julian March territory as a rest place and reorganisation area for badly shattered divisions. 
As a consequence ot" the transfer of division from the Italian to the Eastern front. the traffic 
through the Julian March increased considerably." 

In t~ last days of 1944 and in the beginning of' 1945, the follow_ing division · were 
either resting in or on their way through the Julian March or Furlandy: 

- 44th Infantry Uivision 
- 94th ,, ,. 
- 71st 

159th 
- 710 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

On account or the strategic importance of Furlandy and the Julian March, on the 
one hand, and the growing pressure exerred by our units, 01i the other, the methods hitherto 
applied, and according to which the brunt of the struggle a~rainst the ational Liberation 
Army was born by the police units. while operational unit. were merely attached to the latter, 
were no longer considered adequate. 

In the autumn of' 1944, the »Operazion zone Aclriatische Kuestenland« was therefore 
formed into the HQ of the 97th Army Corps under the command of General Kuebler, who wa. 
put in charge not only of the operational unit s, but also of the forces entru ted with the 
protection of the line of communication. 

I 

The following units were bro11,!!·ht to the .Julian March area: 
- 237th Infantry Division 
- 208 Panzerableilung 
- 7th »Er atz« battalion of the »Prinz Eugen« divL ion 
- four ·ecurit y battalion -
- some smaller German unit · 
and the following 11e, units , ere formed: 
- 24th Kars,iae1,:"er Division 

the llalia11 »Guardia Ci vica« 
- t o poli ce , battalions (with Italian per: 01111 el) . 
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Beside. the police and operational units which were permanently stationned in the 
area, elements oi operatio7."a1 units, which were either in transit through or restinf.! in Furlandy 
and the Julian March, were also placed under the command of lhe 97th Army Corps for the 
purpose of fighting the National Liberation Army. 

Thu , towards the end of 1944 and in the be}!inninl! of 1945, parts of lhe following 
divi ·ions were taking parl in the fiJ,!'htinf.! against the Liberation Forces: 

- 94th Division 

194th and 211 th rnrantry Re,:iments of the 71 st Infantry Division 
- 74th rnfantry Re,:iment of 159th htfantry Division 
- 730 and 740th Regiments of the 710th Infantry Division. 

In order to strenl{then the struggle against the 1ational Liberation Arm , the fascist 
X. Mas Flotilla was brought to the Julian March area towards the end of 1944, and this Flotilla 
had eil,!"ht battalions available towards the end of 1944 and in lh-e be~·innin{.! of 1945, for the 
, trug-{.!le a{.!ainst the National Liberation Army. 

Part of a group of 10.000 Kozaks (together with their famillies), who had arrived in 
the Gemona-Tercento area towards the end of 1944, al o took part in the operation . 

In the course of the concentrated attack" carried out in the . ector between the Socha 
(J. onzo) and the Yug-oslav-ltalian frontier, the following uni l s from Gorenjsl<a and the other 
Slovene provinces also took part in the fi~hlin,::-: 

- 28th police re~iment TODT 

- lhe Traininf.! Ref,!iment (Lehrregimenl) of lhe Brandenburg- Division 
- 184 Landesschiitzen Reiriment 

/ ' 
- 319 Gebuergs.iae!,!~rersatz Battalion. 

111 January 1945, two regiment s of the 14th Division, which had arri ved in 1944 in 
the Maribor area, took parl in the offensive from the Goren,islrn direction . 

vn 
Towards lhe end of 1944 and in lhe beginninf.! of HM5, our unit s had tied clown the 

followin{.! number of enemy units and parts of units, on the terr itory of lhe .Julian March: 
German force s : 
- lhree infantry divi ions 

- six teen full strenl,!'fh regiment. (includinl! four police re.:riment s, ei•rht regiments 
belon.:rin:,:- lo di ers divisions, two independent re;.riments and two artiller reJ,!'iments.) 

- l\even independent battalion · and a number of' smaller units. 
Total stren~fh 60.200 
Italian forces: 

- !even regiment s (including one artiller reJ,!'iment) 
- eig-ht battalions of the MA flotilla 
- . ma lier unit. 
Total stren ,::- th 

20.000 

Total strength 

As re.i-.:-ards technica l equipment, lhe enemy had al his constant di : posa l the artillery 
of fi e reJ,!'iments, the ar liller and armour or four police rel,!" irnents and ;35 o tanl,s or the 
208 Panzera bteiltrnf.!'. 

80.200 
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THE FIGHTING FROM THE HEGI I G OF 
THE UPRISING IN APRIL 1941 UNTIL ITALY' · 

URRENDER O EPTEMBER 8, 1943 

The struggle for the liberation ot" the .lulian 
March started as far back as 1941. At fir t, the 
l'ighting consisted mainly of minor enA·agements 
with enemy patrols, but, as the strcn~·th of the 
Partisan forces increased, the importance of the 
fighting grew in proportion. During the first 
months of 1943, there was a con ·iderable amount 
ol' fighting, in which units of the Fifth and i th 
Coastal Brigades took parl. ' 

Most significant was a break-through ca­
rried out by one ol' our companies under Major 
Marti11 Greif, which took it as far as Tar i ·io. 
This same ot'ficer faugt, ., on May 25 W43, 011 

the Pontebia railway line. On June J 6, 1943, Vare, 
the Officer Commandin~· one of our ' apper 

nit s, de ·troyed the railroad across the Taglia­
mento river. The Partisans fought griml and 
relentlessly for every inch of our soil. 

, 



tri 

I 

' • I 

I • 

0 
Arij 



I 

enemy 
.lulian 

around 

authori 
tory, t 

Genna 
over th 

I 



V.OANIJf.l 

0 

R 





Zvirce 

1074L 
I 

K priv ·;k 0 

I 



fentory ~ h 

nocro. ilnO ,. 060AHM TO HTO 11.11 

, r,, I m nl I br • 

( 
1 
I 

.,. 



1428 
Plamf 

• 



m 

I V 

a 

MJI OA 

rem 

fcntory which .va , lw y fr,,., 

• r:ocro. HilO ~eoOoAHM ro 111Topt1J1 

L • t rntoir1 qu! fat c nbn II m 'li litH,· 

/ I 

.... ,, .... 



Tl:lritory whic I wn fw11ys t,, · 

r OCTO.'lttr,O ·001..,AHM 10,rnrop1u 

• temt lri, qL: f ,t c nt nucll •men! litll 

// 
/ 



I 

e ,, 

r '• 

,. 
/ 

• 



• ......-.. I 

Tl IE LIBEi~ TED TEIWIT<rnY 

Par1i :,;;_111 unit s were , e en al tl 1c time of tit 

c11c111 occupatio11 . lib ·ratill l!,' large area1-1 or the 
.l11li a11 \ ar h b their tc11acio 11 :- strug·g·lc . T)1c 

c11 e111 was co nt'inctl to 11a1T0\\ . trip, or terri -

tor alo11° 11,c l i nes or co1111111111i ation a11d 

around the bi g· town: ; all the r e. t or the tcrr i l or_ 

wa s under till' 011lrol or th c Parti san 1111ib. The 

l ibcratccl area. ,, er e the h<ts· 1-1 fro nt ,,1ti c l1 the 

Parti : am, carried 0111 their altacl 1-1 a,l,!a i11 1-1 t enc 111 

g-a rrn iso111-1 alo n:.: the line, o l co 11111111nicalio11 . a1-1 

,, ell a:-- agai n: t railroad :,; , lti g ltwa_ :-.. illd11:--trial 

plant. and c11c111 ' olt111111 :--. 111 tlH~1-1c an·a1-1 1111111c­
ro us 111i li lt1r in. tit11tio11 :-., , uch a:-. ho p · tal :-- , 

dump:- et·. ,, l'rc loca kd . 011 lh l' libera ted krr i­

lory of tit .Ital ian i\'\ arclt . th e cl •111ocrati c people, 

aulhorilies aro,c ,rnd <I •velop prcl . On lhi :-. terri ­

tory , loo , lit e •11 tin• pop11lalio11 \\H . orl.!an1M' I 

i ll lhl' , 1r11).!'g'll' ror lhl' libcralio11 ()(' th e .l11li a11 

1,1 ar ch and it", 1111ion ,, it h 11 go!-- lavia. 

The libl•ra l ed territo ry \\it 1, la rg '1-1 1 at lhc 

lilll ' o r It al ':- 1-1 11 rrc11der, Oil S •pte111l,l' r ', l !M:L 

l 11 • o nli1111 al cl't'orh :- 111 :- quc11tl ' 111ad • h~ the 

German . . i11 o rder lo r •-cs l abli :-h lht•ir 011t rol 

o, er !ht• , ho le of .halian 1a rch 11..• 1-ri t o r y , fail ed. 
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11T OF THE Y GO LA ATIO AL LIH E-
RATIO ARMY FORMED I THE 

JULIA MARCH 

111 the course or the War, the small Parti :a 11 
1111it s grew into far larl,!·er military l'or111atio11s. 
111 1943. numerous detachme11ts and bri,c.·ades 
were formed in the .l11lia11 March, i11cli1di11g three 
Italian brigades, co11sisti111,!· of Italian 11ati o11a l:,,, 

from Tricst, Gorizia , Monf~lcone. Pola and Fi­
ume. Thi s .c.·rowth or the Parli :,,,a 11 1mits l,.!' ives 11 s 
an idea of the, ay i11 which the entire population 
or the Julian March r ose i11 revolt and t'ornwd 
a larJ,!·e number of militar 1111il s. 111 the co11r-;e 
of 1944 . three divisions were formed in J11lia11 
March territory , in addition to the 1111111cro 11 :-. de­
tach111e11t s and spec ial unit s (To, 11 Co 11111ia11d:-., 
Uear lnstitutio11 :-.. , pecia l apper and abota~e 
Detach111e11t s). The were the :iOth, the :H:-:t and 
f il e 4;frc1 Di ision: . the first two or , hich bl'l cw ­
g-ed to the 9th Corp:-:, , hile the 4:fr<I wa, 1n1rt 
o f the 11th orp:-:. 111 th e lar1,: r tow11 s, i-pe ial 
:abotag·e detachment:-: and 0111tfat .c. r o 11p:-. " ere 
crea ted. 

to tal or n.ooo fi ,c. htin ,c. Ill ' II tool, part ill 
the slrn,c.·0 ·1e for the liberation or thr .Julian 
,\far It and it',; 1111 io11 with )\1~ 0 bvia. 
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E EMY O CUP TIO OF T tlE J LIA 
MARCH 

nil s of lite u~·oslav ational Liberation 
A rmy, either held the ~-realer part or the ter­
ritory of the Julian Marcia (the libera ted terri­
tory) or conlroled ii. Owinl,!" lo the onslant aud -
powerful altacl,s or the Partisan unit s, the enemy 
was confined to narrow ·trips or territory alon~· 
the lines ol' communication and to the laq.:·er 
cities, where he hac! lo dig in in order to r esist 
the attacks of the ational Liberation Arm . The 
density or enemy f'ormalions was #!realest alon/.!" 
the ital railwa lines : the Postumia- Triesl­
Gorizia, the Gorizia- Podbrdo and the Gorizia­
Udine-Tarvisio line. The enemy only controled 
ve ry limited areas alon~· the railroads, the main 
hi 0 ·hwa . and around the fortified towns . 
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THE MOST IG IFICA T OFFE IVE OPERA-
TIO CARRIED OUT BY THE YUGO LAV 

ATIO AL UBER TIO ARMY 

In the course of the \ .tr for liberation , the 
Y LA carried out seventeen major operations 

against enemy communications a11d , trong-points 
in !stria. From four to ten thousand men took 
part in each of these operation. in the ranl,s of 
the Y LA unit s. The most important or these 
operations are shown 011 the map. 

A. 11 ac tion of the lst rian Division and the 
Island u11it s for the liberation of the Mands of 
Cres and Losi11,i, on September 13, 194:i. 

B. The advance or the 30th Division 011 Brda 
and into Venetian Slovenia. Elements of. the Oi­
vi.--ion reached as far as Rezija. From .la1111ary 
:-rn , 1944 to March 19, 1944. 

C. n operation carried 0111 b the 9th 
Corps a~ainst the ldria quick-silver mines and 
the strong-points defenclin~ them. From March 
17, 1944 to March 25, 1944. 

0. An attack 011 the Gorizia Je ·cnice rail ­
, ay line 011 the t. Lucia- Podbrclo ecfor. The 
line and numerous objective -, includi11g- ei~ht 
bridge · !)f' a total length of 250 metre \ were 
complete! dcst royecl. June 29 to July 3, 1944. 

E. Ac tions carried out by lstrian units and 
the 4Jrd Division ag·ainst enem garrisons. pril 
.5 t.o .July 13, 1944. 

F. 11 attacl< on the Ral<ek-St. Peter sector 
or the railwa line by the 9th Corps. The line 
, a:- co mpletely clcstro ed. pril .18 to april 2:i, 
)!)44. 

G. Oe: tr11ctio11 of cnem : trong'-point : at 

Dornberk and Pr ac i11 a. :30th Ui vi: ion. Ma 'l, 
to l'\'\a 26, 1944. 

t--1 . Operations carried out b the 4:·frd Di i ­
sio11 and so111 of our detach111 e11t s aJ.!'ai n.'·t enc-
111 strong -points . .lun 'l9 lo fol 28, 1944. 
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Main enemy concentrations 
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Principales concentrations d s forces ennemies 

Main directions of the offensive operations of the 
enemy 
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Di pi> lion and d ns,ty, of the occu1) nt throwub o 
forces along th oommunications 
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Prlnoipales concentrations des forces ennemles 

---
Main directions of the offensive operations of the 

enemy 
rnaeHbte HanpaeneHHII onepau11if 

HenpHII fen&OHHX CMn 
Princlpales directions des op6rations offensives 
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THEE EM EPTEMBER 27, 

111 order lo suppress the people 's 11prisi11~. 
which was as:uming increasinJ.!·I menacing- pro­
portions and to re-establi sh their control o er 
the whole of ,Italian March territor , the enemy 
prepared and launched eleven large-scale »clea­
nin~« operations in the course or the War. Five 
or these operations were u11dertal<e11 by the Ita­
lians, \ hie si were ca rried out b the Germans 
with the coop ratio11 of Italian units. These ope­
ration · proved 1111succe. sful. Our units , ere 
neither defeated nor diso rg-anised , nor , as the 
libera ted terr ilor relal<en. Whe11 the Pc1rfoa11 
units ~-re w into brig'ades, divisions aitd corps, 
, hen the scope of their operational possibilitie: 
in reased and the blo, s the , ere in a position 
lo dea l th e11em ~-ained in strenl,!'th , then the 

11 e111 , loo , , a-. cu111pelled to call upon powerful 
crac l< fighting- units for his operations, and these 
unit s had lo be drawn from other rro11ts. These 
op rations , ere nothing' les..; than full - fled ~· fl 
offensives, ca rried out i11 accorcla11ce with a , ell 
thot1 1\·ht -out and careful! prepared plan. 

The followi1t ,I!' enem fore s tool part i11 the 
offensive ·, hiclr start ed 011 cpl mber 27, 194:1: 

The Pa11zer orps u11der General I l aus-
~e r , composed of the followin~ Oi isions: 

L ibstandarte dolf Hitler 
44th l11fa11tr Divisio11 
71 : t lnfantr · Di isio11 
Tota l strength: 35- 40.000 111e11 . 
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LEG ENDA: 
Oi po itlon ;1nd den lty, of tho occupant throwubac 

forces Ion th communi~tiona 

P a3Ml~OliH'e H ryCTOT. Ha MO■■)'tlM14AlllUUl 

or~rHaHttblX OHyna~MOHHblX c-Mn . 

01,pc ltJon E"I den it6 aur dell communloationa d 
forces d'oocupatlon r6pou ea 

-----.P.~a.5.._ , hich were partly uno r the control of th 
,t forces . 

OT'II .. ,,. 6i.tnH nOA "OHTpon t0 

Reolons, qui ont · 6t6 parti llem 
d a forcea d'occ11pation 

Comr,on , , II Jhtln 

e 6011 po 
Le combo s d compc19n1e 

R ttal 011 fight n 
60~ 6orana.oHo 

C COMhat d I 1a1II n 

nocTOII HHO O 011'1 T ,nop11~ 

nt I r 

___ ...__..,;.__..-
1 • 

R :mer 1 00 

Rehreno• 
Rallway normal gauge-double traok ~, .. , -•ll•-11• Hop 
Rallw•t normal g1uge-alngle lracL " 
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THE FIGHTING CARRIED ON BY UNITS OF 
THE YUGOSLAV NATIONAL LIBERATION 
ARM\' FROM JUNE 15 TO JULY 16, 1944 

Uuils ol' the Yu!{oslav ational Liberation 
Army were engaged in constant and incessant 
actions, so as not to give the enemy the chance 
of preparing and launching offensive operations. 
The map shows the intensity of the fighting 
which took place in the course of a single month 
- from June 15 to July 16, 1944. All these acti­
ons were of a11 offensive character, and were 
mainly carried out in the areas most densely held 
by the enemy, particularly along the lines, of 
communication. Only actions, in which compa­
nies or higher formations were involved, are 
shown. Elements of these units also took part in 
thousands of minor engagements with enemy 
patrols, which could not, however, all be regi ­
i; tered. 

lt1 the course ol' the liberation war, unit · of 
the National Libera.lion Army carried 0111 the 
following actions in the Julian March: 

727 company action, 
752 battalion actions 

97 in which brigades or hil{her formations 
look part 

114 attacks 011 enemy stronl{-points 
4292 attacks 011 enemy railm~ds and I r a11s­

port. 
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LEGE DA: 
Width by which each line 111 represontod lndfoate1 

It oapoclty; 1 mfm 6000 wagons capacity 
1 .... TOOWHHbl ecex nHHHH 80 BCOX HanpaeneHtH,)\ 

O:tHa't OT nponyc·11Hyt0 onocoe5Hocn e 6000 
aarOHOB 

La largeur µnr laq(!elle oh que llgne eat refr6sent6e 
indlque aa o p cltli; 1 rn/m ... 6000 wagon 
do capaolt1 

TrllfHc otu lly arrlod on 
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In which wer · out of uso 
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The rail\ a lin s pass in;... lhrot1J,!' h .Julian 
arch t rritory posess a vcr c nsiderable inter-

nalional . importance. upplies from erman 
reached the German front in Ital b mean: of 
three 111ai11 railwa s: !he Muni h- Br n11cr-

ero11a line. the illach- Tar isio- Udine line 
and the ra z Ljubljana- Tri es t line. fhe lalt r 
two run throu~h Julian March territory . 0\ in~ 
to th co11li1111al acti0ni- arried out b , units of 
the alional Liberation rm , traHi was almo:- t 
ompletel parali :-ed on all the .Julian March rail ­

wa line -;. 

Th l' rap l•ic 0 11 Ille :::ap sho, i- the lraHic 
l- itualion 011 all th rai lwa li11 e-; in the Julian 

arch: 

ra ilroads des! ro cl ~60 
I rains , r ecl<ed or dama~·ed . 125 
raih a brid~cs d stro d 88 
el ct ri po le:,; d sl ro ed . ;'}40 
ai lwa stations d stro ed 

o lh r ac ti on-. ai.:-a in. I railro ads and 
rai lwa Irani-port . . 2, 70 
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