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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S 80th BIRTHDAY SALUTE TO POPE JOHN PAUL II

Following are the remarks delivered this evening by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan to a symposium marking the eightieth birthday of His Holiness John Paul II:

It is a privilege to welcome you all to the United Nations for this happy
occasion. It is fitting, indeed, that in this Jubilee Year, a time of hope for
people everywhere, we also celebrate the eightieth birthday of His Holiness Pope
John Paul II.

For millions around the globe, Pope John Paul has become the most powerful
voice of hope and justice they know. He has travelled tirelessly to take his
message to all corners of the Earth. He has been a friend to the oppressed, the
poor, the hungry and the sick. He 'has been a champion of the dignity and
centrality of every human being as an equal member of the human family. At a
time when globalization is stirring deep feelings ranging from euphoria to
dismay, he has given us an alternative concept: the globalization of solidarity,
whereby the benefits of our new age can be spread more equally among the world's
peoples. It is also a goal that is the paramount priority of the United Nations.
We could not wish for a more eloquent voice to frame it.

Allow me to read to you a few lines from His Holiness' General Audience
Address on the Church's Preferential Love for the Poor. I quote:. "The poor
represent today's challenge, especially for the wealthy peoples of our world,
where millions of people are living in inhuman conditions and many are literally
dying of hunger. We cannot proclaim God the Father to these brethren without the
commitment to work together in Christ's name to build a more just society. The
Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 must be another opportunity for deep conversion of
heart, so that the Spirit may raise up new witnesses to this cause.

"Christians, together with all people of good will, must contribute, by
appropriate economic and political measures, to those structural changes which
are so necessary for humanity to be freed from the plague of poverty'."

With this formidable ally, how can the world's poor but expect the
Millennium Year to be a turning point? With inspiration like that, how can the
rest of us have the right to fail? On behalf of all the United Nations, I join
you in paying tribute to Pope John Paul II — to his dedication, devotion and
determination. Happy birthday, Your Holiness. May you be the lodestar of all
our efforts throughout this Jubilee Year.
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