
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

11 July 2005

Dear Mr. Gevorgian,

I should like to congratulate you on your extraordinary artistic
achievement in producing the compelling series of human rights paintings that
were exhibited at United Nations Headquarters this past spring, and that now
grace the face of the United Nations stamp series commemorating the Decade
for Human Rights Education. Your dramatic portrayal is a powerful
expression of humankind's universal hopes, and the human rights that would
buttress them.

I am sincerely grateful for your important contribution to the
United Nations, and to the cause of human rights that we seek to advance.

Yours sincerely,

Kofi A. Annan

Mr. Yuri Gevorgian
Los Angeles
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U N I T E D N A T I O N S
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

N A T I O N S U N I E S
MEMORANDUM INTERIEUR

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

DATE: 8 July 2005

REFERENCE:

Mr. Mark Malloch Brown
Chef de Cabinet, EOSG

Craig Mokhiber, QIC
NY/OHCHR

Letter of acknowledgement from the Secretary-General to Yuri Gevorgian

OHCHR and UNFPA co-sponsored an art exhibit in March 2005 which consisted of
canvases designed as a UN stamp series to commemorate the UN Decade for Human
Rights Education 1995-2004. The organizers of this exhibit have requested a letter of
acknowledgement from the Secretary-General for Mr. Gevorgian's work that was inspired
by the Charter of the United Nations.

A proposed text and background information are attached.

Regards.
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HUMAN RIGHTS
(Education Decade 1995-2004)

On 14 October 2004, the United Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) issued six minisheets of eight commemoi
on the theme "Human Rights (Education Decade 1995-2004)".

Human rights are recognized as fundamental by the United Nations and, as such, feature prominently in the Pre;
Charter of the United Nations: "to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the hurric
the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small". The Organization's prominent role in this are
out by a number of human rights bodies, some of which date back to the very foundation of the United Nations.

The World Conference on Human Rights in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (1993) stated that I
education, training and public information were essential for the promotion and achievement of stable and harmo
relations among communities and for fostering mutual understanding, tolerance and peace. The Conference rect
that States should strive to eradicate illiteracy and should direct education towards the full development of the hu
personality and the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It called on all States a
to include human rights, humanitarian law, democracy and the rule of law as subjects in the curricula of all learnii
in formal and non-formal settings.

Pursuant to a suggestion of the World Conference, the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution 49/18'
December 1994, proclaimed the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 1995 the United Nations Decade for Hur
Education. UNPA commemorates the end of this important decade with the issuance of six mini-sheets of eight
commemorative stamps.

Stamp Specifications
The stamps, in denominations of 37 cents, 70 cents, F.s. 0,85, F.s. 1,30, € 0,55 and € 1,25, measure 35 m m hoi
mm vertically, perforation to perforation. Perforation: 11.5.

The horizontal mini-sheets of eight stamps have four marginal inscriptions, two in the left margin and two in the ri
margin.The marginal inscription consists of the Human Rights emblem with the text "United" above the emblem £
"Nations" below the emblem. One copyright symbol will appear in the lower left margin.

For the first time in UNPA's history, a unique design element has been incorporated into the stamp sheet: in the I
each sheet is a statement about each of the stamp designs, made by the artist,Yuri Gevorgian.

Printing
The stamps were printed in offset by Banknote Corporation of America, Inc. (U.S.A.).

http://www.un.org/Depts/UNPA/additional/human rights/index.html 08/07/2005
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Denominations and Quantities
37 cents
70 cents
F.s. 0,85
F.s. 1,30
€0,55
€1,25

464,000 stamps
464,000 stamps
408,000 stamps
408,000 stamps
480,000 stamps
480,000 stamps

(58,000 sheets)
(58,000 sheets)
(51, 000 sheets)
(51, 000 sheets)
(60,000 sheets)
(60,000 sheets)

The Artist
The stamps were designed by Yuri Gevorgian, known as Yuroz (Armenia).Yuroz has made the following stateme
human rights:

"Most people think of human rights in epic terms. Every single thing we have
and do in life is a human right. I can paint what I want, I can dress how I want,
and I can read what I want. Freedom is the ability to make choices in every
aspect of life. When we are free, we can explore our minds, our bodies — our
dreams."

"I think of human rights as an aura, something unsubstantial. When you see
the painting, you see one thing. When you look closer, you see more layers—
more shapes, more colours, how everything is connected. You see people
struggle.You see them free. You see grass. Life itself is a mosaic of all these
different things."

Born Yuri Gevorgian on 30 March 1956,Yuroz distinguished himself as one of the
youngest students ever accepted in the esteemed Akop Kodjoyan School of Art in
the Armenian capital of Yerevan. After graduating from the Yerevan University of Art
and Architecture,Yuroz turned to the only work the government would allow him, due
to his outspoken views on freedom and creative expression — designing women's
fashions. He met a woman named Rose, and by combining their names, they created the label Yuroz.The artist !•
in homage to their friendship. In many of his works he paints the blue rose as a symbol of love, tenderness and c
and this symbol appears on the
sheets of stamps.

Yuroz emigrated to the United States and, despite financial hardships, he felt compelled to create art. His "Hollyv
Boulevard" series of elegant portraits of street people was an early success and launched his career. He continu'
innovator of fine art, which can be seen from his work in a variety of media: oils, pastels, line drawings, ceramics
sculpture (even life-sized) and more.

While Yuroz has become a worldwide influence in the art community, he is also passionate about remembering \
came from. He has donated the proceeds from a variety of originals and limited editions to foundations for the ho
and supports children's hospitals and art schools. Yuroz has been the official artist for a number of impressive e\/
charities, such as the Grammy Awards, Comic Relief and the Suzuki Rock 'n' Roll Marathon. He was selected as
artist of "Peace One Day — The Celebration", on 21 September 2003, in London, England. The United Nations c
date an international day of peace — a global ceasefire in all conflicts worldwide and a focus on non-violence, br
together musicians, multimedia artists and political figures from all over the world.

These are the second United Nations stamps by Yuroz. He also designed the 2000 R-E-S-P-EOT FOR R-E-F-i
stamps, souvenir sheets, souvenir card and official cachet.

The Designs
The artist's statements about each of the paintings of the stamp designs are printed on each stamp sheet as follo\

37-cent 70-cent
tern No. 309.3060 tem N°- 309.3061

We recognize steel bars and concrete walls, Real freedom is marked by the p

http://www.un.org/Depts/UNPA/additional/human rights/index .html 08/07/2005
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but there are many kinds of prisons. Repression of creativity,
ethnicity, culture — these things can kill our spirits. The men
and women struggle to escape the forces that restrict their
freedom. The woman bundles her child and flees towards a
better future. One man is so tired of fighting, he can hardly
go on. His leg fails him, but he holds onto the blue rose, his
inspiration, to keep him on his feet. Another has fallen, but he
remembers the hope that encouraged him to make the
attempt in the first place. Behind the bars, the prisoners
cheer them and also remind them not to forget those left
behind.

justice. We regard the value of our individuality I
recognition of our humanity, its fairness, and its
application to all. The woman holds the boy clos
forward to the day when he can stand up as a fr
Others tend to their fallen companion and close
if in prayer to the solemn promise of punishmen
who do evil. The scales of justice measure ever
same.

F.s. 0,85
tern No. 509.3062

When we are at peace, our minds relax, and
we open them to other thoughts besides
survival and despair. We can express who we
are, what we want, what we value and what
we love. The woman poses with all her fruit,
her offering of love, while the artist paints how
he feels about her. Another woman seeks his
attention with her flower. The man and
woman express their passion in the silence of

their time together. We do not have to speak to be heard. We
do not have to touch to be felt in the heart of another.

€0,55
tern No. 709.3064

Before we can begin a new life, we must
allow ourselves to heal. We have to let our
souls breathe a little. Free people do not have
to forgive their oppressors, but they must
learn to live without the hate that spurred
them for so long. They open themselves to a
fresh, new world of beauty and peace. Their
dream has become real, and they take their
first steps in it.

F.s. 1,30
tern No. 509.3063

One of the great blessings of frei
ability to choose our futures. We
whom we want, how we want, ar
marry whom we want. The man ;
are grateful for the children besic
They can be together on their ov.
behind a fence that guarantees t
Pomegranates grow in the windc
house they share. The children £

source of their inspiration, the blue rose, and the
tomorrow that comes from it. The boy and girl ci
own garden of hope. Its flowers are tiny and pre

€1,25
tern No. 709.3065

Once we become secure in the p
freedom, we can be at peace to •
another. Man and woman excha
pomegranates, the fruit of thems
dream of love. Another couple hi
rose, their inspiration, and are gl,
together in the moment. Smiling
bouquet, the woman knows that
be in her life one day. She must

and hope. Even if we disagree, even if we are a
protest without violence or fear of violent reprisa

FIRST DAY COVERS
(Last Day of Sale : 14 January 2005)

Single FDC —
six covers with singles for each location

(2 New York, 2 Geneva, 2 Vienna)

M.I. block of 4 FDC —
6 covers with blocks of 4 for each locati

(2 New York, 2 Geneva, 2 Vienna)

http://www.un.org/Depts/UNPA/additional/human rights/index.html 08/07/2005
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Item numbers: 413.3060, 613.3062 and 813.3064

Combination FDC — one cover for each location

Item number: 414.3060, 614.3062 and 814.30

Jumbo FDC — one cover with the six stamp?
and appropriately cancelled

Item number: 412.3060, 612.3062 and 812.3064 Item number: 417.3060

Talk to UNPA! Contact us with your questions, comments and suggestions at unpa@un.
or call: 1-212-963-7684 or 1-800-234-UNPA (US toll-free), Fax: (212) 963-9854.
Mailing address: UNPA, P.O. Box 5900, Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10163-590'

UN Home | UNPA Home | AJ^out_UN_Starnps | New_Stamp Issues | View New Stamp Issue:
Coming Attractions | Additional Stamps & Products | Kids | Subscribe | Free Info |
Order | On-Line Ordering | UNPA Sales Outlets |

© 2004, United Nations Postal Administration
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