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1. I represented you at the ministerial meeting of the International Support Group for
Lebanon (ISG) on 5 March in Paris. President Hollande hosted the event in the presence of
President Sleiman and with the participation of the P5, including Secretary Kerry, FM
Lavrov, FM Fabius and Foreign Secretary Hague , as well as FM Steinmeier of Germany and
FM Mogherini of Italy. LAS Secretary-General Elaraby and the ED also attended. In
addition, France invited Norway, Finland, Saudi Arabia and Spain on an ad hoc basis given
their respective contributions to the joint Government-UN-World Bank Multi-Donor Trust
Fund for Lebanon, the Lebanese Armed Forces and UNIFIL. Turkey, the UAE and Japan
sought invitations but did not attend. Prime Minister Tamam Salam decided to stay in Beirut
where negotiations over his government's ministerial statement continue, but President
Sleiman was accompanied by the new Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defense and Social
Affairs. High Commissioner Guterres, World Bank Vice-President Andersen and Special
Coordinator Plumbly gave presentations on the three support baskets to refugees , the
government and the army.
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2. Even though it was largely overshadowed by the crisis in Ukraine, the ISG event was
well timed and quite successful politically for Lebanon - at mid-point since you inaugurated
the Group in September and coinciding with the formation of the new government ahead of the
presidential election. In his public remarks , President Hollande stressed the opportunity of the
ministerial gathering in the context of Ukraine. Despite concern that the crisis there might
cause P5 unity to fray in a way that could have affected the ISG event , the context seems to
have ensured the high level of attendance. The event offered Secretary Kerry and FM Lavro , , ,
who were scheduled to participate, a first opportunity to meet in person since the beginnin of c--cA'
the crisis in Crimea. In the circumstances, the Elysee managed to give Lebanon maxim f'.A
visibility while using the occasion to try to create diplomatic space on Ukraine [on whic
reported separately].

3. As per the ISG outcome document (attached) , the meeting was most useful in terms of
projecting strong political consensus on Lebanon - including welcoming the new government
and stressing the need for timely elections, supporting the Lebanese Armed Forces and other
State institutions, and reiterating the importance of the disassociation policy pursuant to the
Baabda Declaration. While not intended as a pledgingexercise, the meeting may have fallen
short of some Lebanese expectations in terms of new announcements of support in the three
baskets. Headlines had already been written about the $3 billion Saudi pledge to the LAF. As
regards the Multi-Donor Trust Fund, contributions by France ($7 million) and Finland (3$
million) added to the initial contributions by Norway ($4 million) and the World Bank ($20
million). Media coverage in Lebanon broadly saw the objective ofthe1SG meeting as having
been achieved, namely to further shield Lebanon internationally from the impact of the Syrian
crisis , suggesting that President Sleiman and, by extension, the new government succeeded in
getting positive attention to Lebanon's woes. On the sidelines, the new Foreign Affairs and
Social Affairs Ministers were seen to engage actively on the support portfolios, es eciall 0
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4. It was recognized all around that a political solution to the Syrian crisis was the only
way to address the impact of the conflict on Lebanon. Secretary Kerry spoke of a "region in
danger of implosion" and made the only explicit references to Hezbollah, but did not
otherwise seek to exploit the venue on Syria. FM Lavrov for his part stated that there is "no
alternative" to the Geneva II process and that a "third round should take place soon" with
"fully representative Syria representation". He further stressed that it was "counter-productive
to keep Iran out of the Syria process". Saudi Arabia thankfully refrained from any Syria
rhetoric that could have spoiled the discussion, suggesting a constructive disposition in the
Lebanon setting.

5. Looking forward, the event also had merit in sustaining interest in the ISG support
agenda and in getting the new Government to build on the work of its predecessor in terms of
coordination and stabilization efforts. Mobilizing further assistance in each basket, however,
may require a sequencing of efforts between now and the next opportunity for a high-level
ISG meeting in September in the margin of the General Assembly. In terms of next step, Italy
confirmed that it would host a conference in support to the LAF before taking on the ED
presidency, possibly by June, with a preparatory meeting scheduled for 10 April. Germany
appeared to be fishing for support from others to do more on the refugee resettlement agenda.
And the Multi-Donor Trust Fund may require a dedicated pledging effort to help advance
Lebanon's stabilization roadmap. Given the broader participation in Paris and the interest of
other countries, it will be important to continue to carefully manage the balance of the
Group's core composition while keeping the mechanism flexible and open enough for others
to associate themselves to the ISG agenda. SCL Plumbly's next briefing to the Security
Council on 25 March - exactly six months after the ISG launch and coinciding with the start
of the presidential election period - may offer an opportunity for the Council to further
endorse the ISO process as well as to urge Lebanon to continue to work to meet international
expectations.
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