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UPDATE ON THE HIGH LEVEL PANEL ON HUMANITARIAN FINANCING 

I. I wish to inform you on the progress and next steps in tlie work of the High-Level 
Panel on Humanitarian Financing. 
~ <evo\vt. GWc;oNd~e. M~i'N 

2. A Emerging findings,\ During its last face-to-face meeting in London on 29-30 October, 
the Panel has coalesced around the structure and main recommendations of the upcoming 
report. Tlii nutiM elements ttt@") a reaffirmation of humanity along with a ush~or policitaj 
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solutions to crises; b) the need for reforms and improvements in the humanitarian system in ' }1 
view of a fast changing world, focosing on transgarency, effectiveness, joined-up approaches 
with the development community; c) proposals for an efficiency win-win pact between 
donors and implementing agencies around key parameters; d) specific recommendations 
around bridging the humanitarian-development divide; e) recommendations for raising more ' 
resources through the private sector, Islamic social finance, new donors, innovative financial 
instruments, and coordinated fundraising from individuals. 

3. Encouragingly, the Panel sees a catalytic role for the UN to demonstrate leadership by 
implementing meaningful reforms in the lead-up to the World Humanitarian Summit that can 
then galvanize and unlock major support from all other stakeholders. not just Men1bcJ States __._ 
(in light of our inclusion, non Inter-Governmental process for the WHS). e Panel members 
have been very active in outreach to garner support for their emerging ideas, notably with co-
chair Georgieva taking part in the WHS Global Consultations, addressing all EU 
Development Ministers. the Board of the World Bank, various think tanks and foundations as 
well as the Elders. This month, co-chair Shah will address the World Islamic Economic 
Forum and a number of communications to influential CEOs will be sent to encourage greater 
engagement from the private sector. · If. •·"'1" ..Lia-~ f . 0 ~n·~ ""'"'~s - ,,~, ,._..._,~ 

4. Next steps: The Panel plans to submit its repor as f es2 n, in early December\)-)~~ 
Panel members made progress in planning the public laun vfthe ~Cf9~ in Dubai on or 
around 17 January together with the Ruler of Dubai and rime Minister of the UA .as part 
of their strategy of engagement with new donors, and I ok · · · · 
have attached the concept of the event to this not and op6~can consider the- request. 
The Panel's secretariat will also liaise w~h your fie for the invitations to the event_.1,... 

~~D\ VJi\~ ~~N~-f1>t(~B't"-
5. The Panel has reiterated"f'teir willingness to continu~to Sin<~ ygw ito! gan~eriu~ 
concrete commitments LJetwccil Oeteilibcr and the ~orld Humanitarian Summit in May 2016 
and is alrcad_y pla_nning a nu~nber ?f initiatives in th~s reg_ard. ~ith t agree~ent .t&the-c::>\--~ ~ , 0'9 t'l.'efJ-..5 

---;Panel s cutlliiJUdtJon, tii y office wtll ensure the contmuat1on of a sm II secretanat to~~ Olcj-~ 
~work until the Summitf\fi l""l)~"u.{. ~ . 

cc: Mr. Eliasson 
Ms. Malcorra 

~f1L 
Stephen O'Brien 

12 November 2015 
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Draft Concept Note 
High-Level Panel on Humanitarian Financing Report Official Launch 

1) Purpose: 

One of the most important challenges the humanitarian system is facing is the growing gap 
between the increasing number of people in need and the lack of sufficient resources to 
assist them. Over the last decade, the demand for humanitarian assistance has risen dramatically. 
Since 2004, the estimated number of people in need has essentially to over 100 million. 
This rise is the result of different compounding factors: conflicts h 
increasingly protracted and intra-state, resulting in record 
scarcity; food insecurity; demographic shifts; rapid uro~tm;,.;aLtL 
contribute to rising humanitarian needs. In addition, human 
stay longer and longer in countries of protracted crisis. 

These growing needs have translated into rising fin 
requirements, measured by the size of UN 
per cent from US$3.5 billion in 2004 to $20 bill 
resources and received resources increased more 
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The Panel will present its recommendations to the Secretary-General in late 2015 and 
wishes to launch officially its report in a High-Level event, chaired by the Secretary­
General of the United Nations and His Highness Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid AI 
Maktoum, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler ofDubai at a date to be mutually agreed 
during the week of 17 January 2016. 
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2) Participation 

• The launch will aim for high-level participation at the Heads of State/governmental level, 
Heads of regional organizations, heads of Agencies/organizations, IFis, Foundations, CEOs 
(among others: Google, IKEA, Mastercard, Deloitte, Microsoft, Facebook, Swiss Re Ltd, 
Linktalers, LEGO group, UNILEVER, Uniqlo, UPS, and Western Union), and other eminent 
individuals. 

• Should aim at about 400 - 500 participants. 
• Invitations will be sent jointly by the Secretary-General and HH Ruler of Dubai to all 

invitees to encourage their participation and expressions of during the event. 

3 Format 

The launch will be a two to three hour event ded" 
expressions of support by the participants. 

\.~~pt~ 
~ Opening: The x~t'ent would be opened 
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Summit: short presentation by Stephen 0 'Brien, USG 
,... .. nr;,;;?irrx .. and High-Level Panel members on work to be done by 

to be delivered by the Ruler of Dubai and the UN Secretary-

~ Press Conference: participants to be determined. 

~ Lunch Hosted by HH Ruler of Dubai with the Secretary-General and selected participants 


