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Report or the caleDlar committee. Jourpal .Q.t. !h! Ro;yal Statistical 
Soc1e·tx, Lonion, 19)5. v. 98, Part 2, P• 380-2. 

Extracts reprinted in Journal or Caleqiar Retor11, 1935. 
T. 5, DO. 3, P• l..44. 

Skinker, c. P. American Philosophical Society and calendar 
reform. lf. Y., ll93fj (S) p. Reprinted from a mimeographed 
report on the October, 1935, meeting's action on caleDlar 
reform • . 

Also reprinted in fawml ,gt Caleqlar ReforJ1. 19.35. 
v. 5, no. 4, p. 16 -5. 

Sutter, Charles c. Keeping 20 international groups in step 
toward cOJ111on objective. World Conveqtie)jl Date1, August, 
1935. p. 23-24.-. 

Reprinted in i9Jlrml .9.! Caleg:la.,r Refora. 19.3~. v. 5, no. ,, 
p. 145-8. 

1)-aonth calemar in operation. Co•merce .Im Fimnc1, 1935, 
v. 24, p. 100. 

World Calemar Association, inc.{ Bew York. Chambers or COJlllllerce 
am calemar reform. B.Y., [ 93~ 16 p. Contents-- Report or 
Chamber or Coaaerce or the ltate or Bew York. - International 
eha.mber or eoamerce. - Legal aspects b7 G. G. Battle. -
Trade aspects, b7 J. s. Schwartz. - Business opinions in .brier. 

World Calendar Association, inc., Bew York. Why reform or the 
calemarf A JJ11pos1U11 ot opinion prepared tor the Special 
cOlllllittee on calendar reform ot the chamber ot c01111erce of the 
state of •e• York. Revised, August, 1935. •.Y., 1935. 31 p. 

1936 

. Aust! Oskar. hlenderretorm; grundsltzliche Wende aus d• Interna­
t onalen ins Bationale um ein Vorschlag t'lr einen deutsehen 
klenier. Westermanns Xonatshette, Berlin, 1936. bd.· 159, 
p. 47.3-,. 

·The CaleDiar. Parliamentar7 Debates, House or Lords, London• 
•rch 4, 1936. v. 99, no. 26. Official report unrevised. 
p. 86S-S83. Speeche3 bf Lord Kerthyr! Lord Desborough, the 
Archbishop or Canterbuey, and the Bar ot revershaa.~ 

Reprinted in part 1n Jour~1 9l.. Cale~r_ Retora, 19.36. 
v. 6, no.·1, p. 4-18, wit tootnotesy P. i. Wilson. 

Calemar reror■• c,m:dian C9ngres1 Jourmi. 19,t. v. 15, no. 8. 
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Cbauv•-Bertrand, A.F • . La question de Paques et du cal endrier; 
pretace du Rae. Dom. r. Cabrol. Paris, 1936 2,) p. 

'l'he tirst tel. appearedt:ia 1921 umer titl•: La question du 
calendrier. 
Account ot _modern retol"JI movements . Bibl iographical tootnotes. 
Reviewed in Journal 91. C1leD1Ar B,tqi,a. 1936. v. 6, no • .3, 
p. 117-25. 

Dalrymple, Gwynne. Our oalemar-- right or wrong? · s11ns _gt lb! 
%WI, April 7, 1936. p. 6- 7t, 12JlS. (Seventh-Da7 Adventist) 

D'Autremont, L • ..P. !he duodecimal perpetual cale.mar. Duluth, 
llinn., 1936. 

DesboroU&h, Rt. Bon. L9rd. !aster am th• calemar. l!ll §Rtcta.tor, 
London, Jlarch 20, 1936, p. 507-8. 

ilso in Journal .it. Calegiar letqna. 19.36. v. 6, no. 1, p. 19-20. 

Elizalde, Ratael H. Re.fonu.dorea modernos del ealemario. Jl2l, 
Santiago, Chile, v. 5, no. 224, llarch 4, 1936. p. 49-50. 

Gajardo Refes, Ismael. La retorma del calendario. Santiaso, 1936. 
49 p. {Comite Latino J.aericano del caleDdario .DILlndial.) 

•Conterencia1 dadas en Buenos Aires y Montevideo en Diciembre 
de 1935.• 

Johnson., A. W. Calemar reform, what does it mean? La Grange, 
Ill., 1936. x. 173 p. "Pub. under the auspices or the Inter­
national Religious Libert7 Association.• "Selected bibliography": 
p. 155-65. 

Journal or Calendar Reform, lew York 1936. 
v. 61 no. lL April 19,6., Contents--

Aenel1s, ~11sabeth. Desborough's leadership. p. 21-4. 

de C~stro., Alfredo. (Uruguayan Kinister -Plenipotentiary; Vice­
Chairman, League or Nations Advisory and · technical Committee on 
Communications and Tran.sit)• Progress at the League. p. 1-3. 

Echlin, Erlam. Follow the kingl p. 41-3. 

Stokley, James. [Professor at Franklin Institute, Phila.] 
Dialogue by radio. p. 44-7. One o_r a series or science talks 
given 1,y the Institute over Station WCAU. 

Weitz., Vartin JI. (Rabbi] For ever7 peopl e and fa i th. p. 31-3. 

Journal of Calendar Reform1 •ew York 1936. 
v. 6, no . 21 Augus t 193~, Content s--

Aitken, Robert G. [Former Director Lick Observatory]. Time 
measures on Va.rs. p. 6,-s. 
Bearce 1 H. W. 62 [u.s. Bureau o.f Standards] . Weekly business per od~. p. o -5. 
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Ford, Elsa. LP-ap year's farewell. p. 72-4. Leap-year 
day in World Caleniar ani previous history. 

Gruenberg, Hilda Sidney. [or Swarthmore College), 
Educational considerations. p. 75-7. 

Labor speaks at Geneva. p. 81. Report on resolution for 
revision of calendar passed by International Labour Office, 
June 24, 19J6. 

Nichols, Herbert B. [Natural Science editor, Christian 
§,cience Moni,to;:J. Changes in time. p. 78-S0. 

Russian experiments. p. 69-71. By the Riga correspondent 
of the London Time.§.. 

Willcox, Walter F. [Prof. of Economics, Cornell Univ.; 
Vice-Pres. International Statistical Institute]. World 
agreement. p. 90. Excerpt from an address before the 
U.S. Government's Central Statistical Board •. 

Journ~l of Caleniar Reform, New York 1936. 
v. 6, no. 3, October 1936, Contents--

Achelis, Elisabeth. U.S. official statement. p. 130-35. 
Text and interpretation of Central Statistical Board's 
favorable statement on calen:lar reform. Also official 
pronouncements of British, Ger:nan, French and other gov­
ernments. 

Felber, Marguerite Blair. [u.s. Office of . F.ducationl. 
Have you heard? p. 138-43. Radio dialogue discuss{?li 
time and calendar reform, produced on NBC, August 4, 1936. 

Poston, Wade, Jr. Object lesson in dates. p. 1..44-6. 

Press, Paul. [chairman Calemar Reform Committee, General 
Synod of the Reformed Church]. Church investigation. J. 
156-7. From the official report adopted and approved by 
the governing body of the Reformed Church. 

Rossovskaja, Vera. The remote past of the calendar. 
Leningrad, 1936. Chapter 12 translated by M.A. de 
Sherbinin and reprinted in abstract in Journal Qf. £aj.endar 
Reform. 1940. v. 10, no. l, p. 38-42. 

Simons, Walter. [Former Chief Justice of Germ~nyJ. A plan 
for enE.ctrnent. p. 109-lJ. 

Swiss law and new calendar. p. 126-9. A study by Swiss 
Committee for calendar reform of changes in Swiss internal 
law required when revi :;;ed calendar is adopted. 
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Journal or Calemar Re1'orm1 lie• York 1936. 
v. 6, no. 4, Dece!ber 1~36, Contents-­

Bearce, B. W. LU.s. Bureau ot Stan:Iards] 
the seasons. p. 173-4. 

The calemar and 

Bra1don, Claude. •star ot Pertection.• p. 175-7. This 
material derived mainly 1'roa George Henry Felt'• lilt 
IAba.lla or IJstic Jl'igre .2t. !J11. Egntians, written 1n the 
early part ot the 19 century. 

Chauve-Bertrand, A. F. (;ormer Secretar7 01' the C01111lission 
on Calendar Retora ot the International Astronoaical Union]. 
Origina ot Christmas. p. 165-8. 

Johnson, Jotham. (Field Dir., Italian Expedition, UD1versit7 
Jluseum, Phila.]. Calendars or antiquit7. p. 181-8. Also 
a bibliography or reterences. 

~ent, George. [Director or Public Intoraation tor the League 
of llations Association in the USAJ. Appraisal ot League etfort. 
p. 161-5. . 

Robinson, J.B. Perry. Britain's key position. P. ' 178-80. 

Kennelly, Arthur E. The h1stor7 or our calendar. (In Pennsylvania 
Railroad's !ht ]ly.tual lfagazi9t. lla7 1936. p. 19-23) 

London Chamber ot Commerce. Calen:lar retora and a fixed date tor 
Easter, April ,15, 1936. 2 p. (mimeographed) An official 
statement issued by the Secretary to the British press concern-
ing the Chamber's study ot the subject. · 

Reprinted in the Journa.l 91. Caleqlar Retorm. 1936. v. 6, 
no. 31 p. 156. 

Macarow, Philip. Canada ard the calemar. Saturda7 Hight (Can­
adian illustrated weekl7) Toronto. V. 51, no. 9, Jamiar7 4, 
19.36. p. 1 &: 3. 

Reprinted in Journal gt_ Calen.iar Refona, 1936. v. 6, no. l, 
p. 34-7. 

lfau, Cly-de A. World changes include the calendar. In! Science 
91. Progress. v. 12, no. 6t Karch 1936. p. 109-ll. 

Reprinted iri Journal ,2! ca1emar R1tora, 1936. v. 6, no. 1, 
p. 38-40. 

Kerrill, E. B. 
p. 19-21. 

The calendar. Ill!, Canadian Fo;x:wa, September 1936. 

Excerpt reprinted in Journal of Calen:lar Retol".11, 
v. 6, no. 3, p. 1s2. 

1936. 



-63-

Kusselman, J. w. (An article tor The World Calendar in "Editorial 
Comment," f§.cifJ.c Laµndrx~. Cleanin& Journal. August 1936. 
p. 30.) 

Nichols, H. B. Time out to time in. 9hrist1.tp Scienc, llonito,r, 
Apr. 22, 1936. p. 8. 

Reformed calendar. (In New York World Telegram's World J.Jpqac 
for 1936, p. 96.) 

Reforming the calendar. (In Delaware & Hudson R.R. Corp. Bulletin. 
1936. v. 16, no. 1.4, p. 59.) 

Roberts, John L. Eliminat ion or perpetual calendars. Ia!, A~ls 
Rt. llathemt1cal Stat1st ics6 T. 7, no. 1, llarch 1936. p. 44-. 

Reprinted in igurna.l 9.f., aJ.smar Retona, _ 1936. v. 6, no. 3, 
p. 136-7. In ricate am complicated statistical processes 
necessary with -present calendar, and tremendous simplitication 
through The World Calendar. 

Robinson, J.B. Perry. Retormin& the calendar. Jl!Dl; London, 
January 1936. p. 154-60. Introductory article on prize contest 
tor 1000-word broadcast talks. 

Reprinted in ,!gurna.,l 2L. Ca,J.ezpar Reform, 1936. v. 6, no. 1, 
p. 48- 50. 

Santillana, J. El actual calendario Juliano-Gregoriano 1 su 
sensacional retorma en el ano 1939. Buenos Aires, 1936. 110 p. 

Reviewed in JoµrM,l 9.f. Calep:iar Reform, 1937. v. 7, no. 2, 
p. 81-2. Excerpts translated by Edwards. Schwegler and re­
printed in Journal~ Calendar Rafgra, 1937. v. 7, no. 3, 
p. 138-51. 

Smisor1 George T. The s·t ory or our calendar. Siglis gt_ t,.he Timjs. 
v. b3 1 no. 20, Vay 19, 1936. p. 2-3. (Seventh- ay Adventist. 

The Spotlight on education. School Progress. The National School 
Executives llagaz1ne, Toronto. v. 5, no. 3, October 1936. p. 5. 

Stetson, Harlan T. Bringing the calendar up to date. !h!§. Week 
l:!fiazine, li•l• ijerald-Tribune, February 161 1936. p. 8. 

eprinted in J9llrnal .Qi calendar R1fort1, 1936. v. 6, no. 1, 
p. 28-30. 

Time and its mysteries, Ser ies I . New York, 1936. 102 p. Four 
lectures .given o~ the James Arthur Foundation, N. Y. University. 
Contents-- Breasted, James Henry. The beginnings of time­
measurement and the origins ot our calendar. p. S~-94. Re­
printed from Scientif1tc Jlont~ .. October 193S. 

Also in part in loural ~ - lemar Reror,a, 1936. v. 6, 
no. 3, p. 97-108. 
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Time and change in history. [May 4, Merriam, John Campbell. 
1933]. p. 23-36. 
Millikan, Robert Andrews. Time. p. 3-19. Reprinted from 
his .book, Time, Vatter, and Values, 1932. 
Shapley, Harlow. On the lifetime of a galaxy. (rebruary 6, 
1934)• p. 39-55. 

Traneus, Bertil. Common sense in time reckoning. (Jn the Swedish 
Taxpayers' Association's journal,~ Fornuft) ~ommon Sense], 
Stockholm, November, 1936. p. 351-J. 

Translated a:rrl reprinted in Journal QI.. Calendar Reform, 1936. 
v. 6, no. 4, p. 189-91. 

World Calendar Association, inc., New York. Caleooar reform in 
the House of Lords. N.Y. 19Jo. 23 p. Contents-- Official 
proceedings of House of Lords Debate. - Easter and the calendar, 
by Lord Desborough. - Lord Desborough 1 s Leadership, by Elisabeth 
Achelis. 

1937 

Achatz, J.B. Allgemeiner Neukalender. Straubing, 1937. 134 p. 
Reviewed in Journal 91. Calexpar Refor11. 1938. v. 8, no. 3, 
p. 162-4. 

Achelis, Elisabeth. Calendar reform. Le Kessager...st. Hew York, 
v. 15, no. 5, December 1 1 1937. p. 22-4. 

Achelis, Elisabeth. The World Calendar; addresses and occasional 
papers, chronologically arranged, on the progress of calendar 
reform since 1930. N.Y., 1937. 189 p. 

Reviewed in Joµrnal 2f_ Calendar Reform. 1937. v. 7, no. 4, 
p. 200-6; 1938. v. 8, no. 2, p. 81-4. 

Atkinson, A. Reform ot the calendar. Nineteenth Centurx Am 
~, 1937. v. 122, p. )67-74. 
---it'eprinted in Journal 2t Calendar Retor,.a, 1938. v. 8, no. J, 

p. 157-61. 

Bedeus, Gust. Absurde und ideale Kalendrr~etorm. Das dt. 
lCalenderprojekt: Idealkalender Bedeus. Hermannstadt, 1937. 8 p. 

Bovenkirk, John. Caleniar reform. Ih! telle e -,eadtr, 
(official organ or the Reformed Church in America O~tober 22, 
1937, p. 2, 19. lovember 51 1937, p. 2. lovembe 19, 1937, 
p. 2. January 3, 1938, p. 5. Jamiary 7, 1938, p. St. January 
21, 1938, p. 8. February 18, 1938, p. 21-2. Study prepared 
by a aembe~ ot the Committee on Calendar Reform ot the Reformed 
Church in connection with a resolution of endorsement ot The 
World Calendar. 

Reprinted in the ,Joyrnal ,gt Calend!I Befora, 1938 ••• 8, 
no. 4, P• 190-9. 
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Calendar reform. ~ Churchman, March 1, 1937, p. J. April 15, 
1937, p. 3. June 1, 1937, p. 4. 

Calendar reform movement growing. (In New York World Telegram's 
World Almanac for 1937. p. 114.) 

, ' Chile •. Delegacion a la Sociedad de las Naciones. Reform of the 
calendar. Draft convention coIDI11Unicated to the Council of the 
League of Nations bi the representative of Chile on January 25th, 
1937. (Geneva, 1937J. 3 p. League of Nations. Publications. 
1937. VIII. 1. 

Reprinted in JourMl, or Cglexpar Reform, 1937. v. 7, no. 2, 
p. 70-J. 

A Chilean initiative towards calendar reform. ;Bulletin of the Pan 
,American Union, 1937. v. 71, p. 378-82. 

Cotsv,orth, M. B. Some calendar fallacies refuted. London, 1937. 8 p. 

D' Autrerr,ont, L. P. Intermediate plan; a simple nonperpetual calendar 
for every year and its perpetue.l form, the d'!utremont calendar. 
Duluth, Minn., 1937. 

D1Autremont, L. P. Tables of the calerrlars; world, 1ntermedie.te 
d 1Autremont, thirteen-month and duodecimal calendars in- tabulated 
comparison with the standard or Gregorian ce.lendar. Duluth, 
Minn., 1937. 21 p. 

Douglas, G. W. The American Book of Days. 1937. 

Feldman, Arthur A. The too early Rosh Hashonah. A cha.nge of 
calendar is needed. Canedian J5~h:h Review, v. 19, no. 37, 
June 22., 1937. 

Reprinted in Jourr.2.l S2f 9~J~JVfil. Jieform. 19.37. v. 7, no. 4, 
p. 190-1. 

Francesco, R. D. Studio intorno al computo del tempo. Pro:posta 
del calendario i;erpetuo invarie.ble romano. Varallo SesJ.r, 19.37. 
48, XV p. 

Reviewed in Jour,mi.l of Calet:p!l.f Refor~, 1939. v. 9, no. 1, 
p. -4.0-2. 

Heimann, H. H. A calendr:.r for busin€'ss. Nation'.§. Eusi_n&._s.£.• April 
1937. p. 102-3. 

Journal of Caler.idsr· Reforni 1 New York 1937. 
v. 7, no. 1, April 1937, Conter1ts--

Bearce, H. W. &atiori..al Bureau of Standar·ds). Easter and 
church finance. p. 40-1. 

Hardiug, Arthur M. (rrof. c,f Mathematics, Univ. cf Arke.nsas] . 
Time units of history. p. 51-7. First of a series of artjcles. 
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McWilliams, Thomas Samuel. li>rofessor of Comparative 
Religions, Western Reserve Univ.]. As an educator sees it. 
p • .30-2 • . 

Muir, J. Murray. Cans.da aliYe to reform. p. 37-9. 

Weitz~ Martin K. [.Director Hillel Foundation, Northwestern 
Univ.J. Intercalary commentary. p. 4-2-50. Discussion ot 
official co1Dinentaries on intercalation in 1000 years or 
Jewish literature. 

Yanney, B. F. lfrofessor of Mathematics, Wooster College]. 
Looking at the year 19.37. p. 1-3. Comparing it with 
calendar years. 

Yu, Ch' ing-Sun{_• U>irector, National Ins ti tu te ot Astronomy, 
Nankiug, China~. China votes for revision. p. 9-13. Report 
on recent Chinese progress in reforming calendar. Intro­
ductory note by H.E. Sao-Ke Alfred Sze, Chinese Ambassador 
to the u. s. 

Journal of Calendar Reform, New York 1937. 
v. 7, no. 2, July 1937, Contents---

As seen in Great Britain. ~tican vieWl)oints series]. p. 91-2. 
Reprinted from The Universe, London. 

Duffus, R. L. !Staff writer of li•!• Times]. Stabilizing our 
holidays. p. 9t~102. 

Godart, Justin. [rrench Senator and Government Delegate to 
International Labor Officft}. France urges speedy action. p. 
74-5. 

, Harding, Arthur M. How time is measured. p. 93-7. Second 
article of the series. 

League moves forward. p. 65-7. Report of action of 91th 
session of. League of Nations Council. 

Panzarasa, Valentin. IProfessor o.r Theology, Catholic Univ. 
of Chile]. As seen in1>outh America. p. 87-91. In series 
of articles Vatican viewpoints. 

Rock, Margaret v. (chairman]. Education votes approval. 
p. 76-80. Officis.l report or the Com.ittee on C&lernar Reform, 
National Education Association. Approved July 1, 1937. 

Journal or Calendar Reform, Bew York 1937. 
v. 7, no. 3, October 1937, Contents--

Achelis, Elisabeth. Time's unruly children. p. 118-21. 
Address before International Women's Week, Budapest, .August 
9, 1937. 
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Adams, James Truslow. Historian looks at time. p. 113-17. 

At the League of Nations. p. 129-34. From the official 
report of the Council Proceedings, September 1937 [League 
of Nations Documents C.380, M.256 and C.385, 1937, VIII). 

Harding, Arthur~. Time through the ages. P. 162-69. 
Third article in the series. 

League action interpreted. p. 125-28. By an English observer 
at the Council meeting September 16, 1937. Significance of 
votes am reports. 

Traneus, E. B. From a Swedish viewpoint. p. 155-57. 
, 

Wrong_, G. s. [or the Dominion Bureau or Statistics, Ottawa, 
Canada). Adjustments in statistics. P• 158-61. 

Journal of Calendar Reform, New York 1937. 
v. 71 no. 4, December 1937, Contents--

Harding, Arthur M. Time through the ages. p. 210-17. Fourth 
article in the series. 

Harvey, Herbert H. [pr the Esperanto Societ7]. A step in 
human progress. p. 218-19. 

Hyde, w. Truslow, Jr. [Economist]. Stock Exchange viewpoint. 
p. 117-79. 

I 

Weitz, llartin K. •Time• in Jewish history. p. 180-89. ' 
Analysis ot ~hodox Jew, Seventh-Day Baptist am Seventh-Day 
Adventist objections. 

Latham, llrs. Rowlam Hill. Streamlininc the calendar. !a! Club­
womn, GFWC, 1937. v. 18, no. 5, p. 12~. 

Reprinted in lourna.l of C3lemar Reform, 1937, v. 7, no. 3, 
p. 1~2-54. 

-. 

League or Nations. Organization tor Communications and Transit. 
Draft Convention communicated to the Council or the League or 
Rations by the Representative or Chile on Januar7 25, 1937. 
llso in French. C.139.K.88. 1937 VIII, Geneva, Febr.uary 17, · 
19.37. League or Hations Public:itions: VIII. TRANSIT 1937. 
VIII. 1. J p. 

Reprinted in Journa~_gl Ca,le:rp_ar Reform, 1937. v. 7, no. 1, 
p. 4-8. 

League or lations. Org.anization tor Communications and Transit. 
Reform of the calemar. Cover letter by Secretary-General 
communicating Draft Convention to governments. Also in French. 
Geneva, Jlarch 12, 19.37. Annex: Resolution submitted by Chilean 
Government Delegates at International Labour Conference and 
adopted by Conference on June 24, 19.36. C.L.42 1937. VIII. 2 p. 
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League of Nations. 
Calemar Reform. 
letter C.L.1.,2 of 
August 2, 1937. 
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Organization for Communications and Transit. 
Follow-up letter by Secretary General to 

March 12, 1937. Also in French. Geneva, 
C.L. 1J6. 1937. VIII. 1 p. 

te Master, Eustace. The natural business year. Certified Publi~ 
AccountaQi, August 1937. p. 2-4. 

Leiper, Henry Sm.1th. Opinions on calendar reform. ~ Churchman, 
Febru:iry 11 1937. 

Reprinted in Journal of Calendar Jlafor,,m, 1937. v. 7, no. 1, 
p. 33-6. 

Massiani, M. Calendar reform. Catholli l!!m§., March .27, 1937. 
Reprinted in Journal .Qf. Calendat J\efor,m, 19.37. v. 7, no. 21 
p. 83-7. 

Mineur, Henri. · La reforme du calemrier. Annales francaise_! M 
Chronometrie, Paris, 1937. 7. annee, p. 15-25. 

Muir, J.M. A new calendar in 1939? ~a,nadian Business, June, 1937. 
p. 32-4. 

Passingham, W. J. Doing time. lhll, !w, l•I• Herald-Tribune, 
April 181 1937. 

Reprinted in lwrml . .2! CaleQiax._ Reform, 1938. Y. 8, no. 1♦, 
p. 202-7. 

Robinson, Henry Jlorton. llomay's a holiday! feader'~ Digest. 
v. 30, no. 1811 lla.y 1937. p. 15-17. A sysem of holiday plan­
ning. Signed approval by outstanding people. 

Williams~ Arthur. Will we soon legalize a revised caleooar? If 
so, which one? Chicago Cre4,1t Bews,, llay 19.37. p. 12-1.4. 

Wilson, P. w. The romance or the calendar. I.Y. · (i'19.37) • .351 p. 
ReYiewed in J§urnal of Calegiar Reform. 19371 v. 7, no. 11 
p. 14-26; 193, v. 8, no. 2, p. 81-4. 
E:xcerp\s unier title "0dd:it1es o! the .calemar," reprinted in 
Beien~ Diges,t, April 1939. p. 14-18. llso in Journal _gt 
Cale.nda,r Refgrm, 1940. v. 10, no. 3, p. 124,-7. 

1938 

Achelisi Elisabeth. Being on the square with time, Address before 
the ~oard or Directors, General Pederation of Women'• Clubs, 
Washington, D. c., January 151 19.38. 'I.Y. [19.38?1 fa) p • 

Also reprinted in /oµrnal Sll, Caleglar Retora, r9jg. v. 8, 
no. 1, p. 5-10. 

Achelis, Elisabeth. Better days through a better calemart tddre1s 
11ven before the Ohio Federation or Women's Clubs, Columbus, 
Ohio, April 12, 19.38. 12 leaves (llilleographed). 

llso in Jl:ourna.l Qt Calema.r r.t:or,m.. 19.38. v. 8, no. 2; P• 74-8 · 
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Barton, William H., Jr. The changing calendar. Sk_y, New York, 
February 1938. 

Reprinted in Journal .Q.f. Calendar Reform, 1938. v. 8, no. 1, 
p. 11-15. 

Calen:iar, The. EncycloRaedia Britan.ru.ca, Fourteenth Edition 1938. 
v. 4, p. 568-83. Primi ti•1e, Chin::ise, Egyptian, Babylonian am 
Assyrian, Himu, Greek, Roman, Jewish, Maya am Mexican, Muslim. 

Calendar reform. In U.S. Depart::nent of Commerce, Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce's progress report, October 1938. Separate 
abstract printed. 2 p. 

Reprinted in Jourml of Calendar Reform, 1939. v. 9, no. 2. 
p. 108. 

Calendar reform :iovement growing • . (In New York World-Telegram's 
World Almana_s;. for 1938. p. 119.) 

Chauve-Bertrand, A. F. Auron-nous, L'an Prochain, un nouveau 
calerri+ier? ••• Alma.nach du Pelerin, Paris, 1938. p. J+. 

Chauve-Bertrand, A. F. Effi~a~it' du cycle litur~que annuel 
pour la formation de la piete :pppulaire. Lyon Ll9J8j 12 p. 

Extrait de Christ~s. no. 42, March 20, 1938. 
Excerpts translated by E. s. Schwegler and reprinted in 
Journal .Q.f. Calendar Refor,m, 1939. v. 9, no. 2, p. 98-104. 
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THE WORLD CALENDAR 

FIRST QUARTER 
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

s MT WT F s S M T W T F S s M TW T F s 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16'17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

SECOND QUARTER 
APRIL MAY JUNE 

S M T WT F S S M T W T F S S M T WT F s 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6.z 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25· 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

* * w 
THIRD QUARTER 

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER 

S M TWT F s S M T w T F S s M TW T F s 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

FOURTH QUARTER 
OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

s MTWTF s S M T W T F S s M TW T F s 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 
f! 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

*W 

* The Year-End World Holiday, W or 31 December (365th day), 
follows 30 December every year. 
* * The Leap-Year World Holiday, W or 31 June (an extra day), 
follows 30 June in leap years only. 

"' 
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The Association was very active in connection with the League of Nations 

study of calendar reform and one result was that fourteen nations accepted 

the World Calendar in preference to all other plane. 

The Association has secured endorsements of IDa.ey national and 

international organization and has co-operated or collaborated with 

various organizations including the Washington Naval Observatory, the 

Bureau of Standards and other agencies of the U. s. Government. It has 

served as a centre of information on projects of calendar reform, and 

publishes many items including a quarterly Journal of Calendar Reform. 

Further Information on the World Calendar Association, Inc. 

0~ the basis of the above statement, the Council IGO Committee decided 
.. 

that this was a national organization. 

The World Calendar Association, Inc., has now submitted a proposed 

Charter which, it feels, meets the requirements necessary for an organization 

to be international. The relevant articles of this Charter read as follows: 

"The purposes of this Association are: 

1. . ... 
2. • ••• 

3. To continue the national autonom;y of existing national organization,. 

and groups on administrative questions, but to weld them into a more 

integrated world-wide organization so that its international 

headquarters may speak with unquestionable authority, anq hence more 

effectively, on behalf of this proposed revision of the calendar. 

4. To give each national Affiliate a vote at an annual election for 

the officers of the Association, and by a three-fourths majority 

.decision elect the officers at the international headquarters for the 

following year and thereby bring the government of the Association 

into conformity with democratic principles and procedures and give the 

affiliates a clear part of the responsibility for the program and its 

conduct. 

II .... 
/The Charter 
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II 
•••• 

The Charter goes into effect when signed by three Members of the present 

World's Advisory Committee. Amendments may be made by a three-fourths 

majority vote at the annual meeting. 

A letter of l May 1947 states that the Spanish affiliate has been 

dropped and that no invitation will be extended to it to accept this Charter. 

The Members of the Committee will also be interested in document E/291 

of 28 February 1947 which is the "Draft Resolution on the appointment of 

an ad-hoc Committee to study THE WORLD CALENDAR", presented by the 

representative of Peru and in the Decision of the Economic and Social 

Council on Calendar Reform which is as follows: 

WORLD CALENDAR 

Resolution of 24 March 1947 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CClJNCIL 

RESOLVES to adj curn t o i ts next session the consideration of 

the proposal presented by the Representative of Peru for a World 

Calendar, 

INSTRUCTS the Secretary-General to prepare whatever material 

is readily available for the consideration by the Council, at its 

next session, on the subject of the revision of the Calendar, and, 

FEQL'ESTS the Secretary-General 'to communicate to the Member 

Governments of the United Nations the proposed resolution of the 

Representative of Peru. 

/52. World 'Citizenship Movement 

_, 
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• The Year-End w.;rld Holiday, W or 11 December (165th day), 
follow, lO December every year, 

.. The Leap-Year World Holiday, W or 11 June (an u t ra day), 
follow, 30 June in leap years . 

Each Year Different Each Year the Same 

This calendar is always different from year to 
year. Holidays fall on different days of the week. 

The quarters are unequal in length. In leap 
years the first half-year has 182 days; the second, 
184 days. 

Each quarter begins and ends on a different 
day of the week. 

Each month begins and ends on a different 
weekday. 

The months have a varying number of weekdays. 
Each year begini on a different weekday. 
Its irregularity precludes comparison of periods 

and necessi tates continued and never-ceasing 
changes in matters routine in character. 

This calendar is unbalanced in structure, un• 
stable in form, and irregular in arrangement. 

SOON YOU WILL BE DISCARDING THIS 
OBSOLETE CALENDAR. 

This 12-month equal-quarter calendar is the 
same for every year perpetually. Holidays are 
fixed and always fall on the same day of th1 •. 

The quarters are equal in length. 
Each quarter begins on Sunday and enas on 

Saturday, contains 3 months-13 weeks-91 days. 
Month-dates always fall on the same weekdays. 

Each month has 26 weekdays-plus Sundays. 
Each year begins on Sanday, 1 January; and 

the business year begins with Monday, 2 January. 
Because the World Holiday precedes Sunday, the 
usual custom of celebrating a Sunday holiday on 
Monday is voided. 

Year-End Day and Leap-Year Day. W or 31 De­
cember and W or 31 June, are World Holidays. 

This revised calendar is balanced in structure, 
perpetual in form, harmonious in arrangement. 

SOON YOU WILL BE USING THIS UP-TO. 
DATE CALENDAR. 
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dedicated to the preservation of world peace. At the end of each year on 
this Universal Peace Day, let all the people of the world lay down their 
tools and close their shops and offices for the universal purpose of conduct­
ing simultaneous programs around the world to assure themselves and 
their neighbors that permanent peace is possible and to promote the habits 
of thought and the codes of national and international conduct which lead 
to enduring peace. 

DECEMBER 31 EACH YEAR TO BE UNIVERSAL PEACE DAY 

Mr. Speaker, on April 9, 1945, I introduced House Resolution 215 for 
the purpose of bringing about the establishment of an International Educa­
tional and Cultural Organization to help promote the methods and mechan­
ics of peace. Out of that resolution, which was given approval by both 
Houses of Congress, has developed the United Nations Educational, Scien­
tific, and Cultural Organization, now generally referred to as UNESCO. 
In the preamble to the constitution of UNESCO are found these significant 
words : 

Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the 
defen ses of peace must be constructed. 

Mr. Speaker, the Universal Peace Day which is proposed for the last 
calendar day of each year would find the combined forces of UNESCO in 
every land setting up st udy programs and patriotic meetings dedicated to 
international good will. Publicity programs would be conducted in every 
land to stress the futility of war and the value of peace. Ministers of the 
gospel of every creed and faith would conduct religious ceremonies dedi­
cated to peace. For the first time in human history a day would be set 
aside wherein all the people of this universe would simultaneously and sin­
cerely be dedicating their thoughts, their efforts, and their prayers to the 
outlawry of war and the preservation of peace. 

Universal Peace Day could do much and go far toward constructing the 
def ens es of peace in the minds and hearts of an mankind. I realize, of 
course, the current Congress cannot and will not adopt the legislation I 
have today introduced. Time is far too short for that. My purpose in 
introducing it is fundamentally to provide time for its study and discussion 
between now and the next Congress. Let Americans generally explore its 
advantages. If there are disadvantages or undesirable features about the 
proposal, let them be r eported. Then at some future time public Congres­
sional hearings can be held to determine from the evidence what course to 
follow. If the disadvantages are few or nonexistent, perhaps the next Con­
gress will then take steps to approve this move toward a world calendar 
and to the establishment of a day of universal thanksgiving and dedicated 
effort in the cause of permanent peace. 

' 
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PROPOSAL FOR 
UNIVERSAL PEACE DAY 
By the Honorable Karl E. Mundt 

On Monday, 15 July, 1946, Congressman Karl Mundt had 
published in the Congressional Record ( pages A4380 and 
A4381) a reprint of a two-column editorial which had been 
published in the New York News and the Washington Times­
Herald on Sunday, 7 July, 1946, and himself proposed, that 
the World Holiday under The World Calendar be designated 
Universal Peace Day. 

MR. SPEAKER, this afternoon I introduced a bill in Congress to pro­
vide for the establishment of a World Calendar. My discussion in 
explanation of this proposal will be found near the end of the 

recorded floor debates in the House section of today's Congressional Record. 
Under leave granted me by the House, I am inserting herewith a recent 

editorial from the Washington Times-Herald which discusses the proposed 
calendar incorporated in the legislation I have today introduced. I com­
mend it to your attention. 

If this World Calendar is eventually adopted, I propose that the final 
day of each year-the three hundred and sixty-fifth day-be set aside as a 
world holiday to be known as Universal Peace Day and dedicated in every 
country of the world to the important task of building in the hearts and 
minds and souls of all mankind the precepts of thought and the habits of 
action which will lead to permanent peace and universal equity. 

The editorial follows: 

NEEDED: A SCIENTIFIC CALENDAR 

We present in this space today, as worth anybody's careful examination, 
a picture of a truly scientific calendar. 

The Gregorian calendar, by which most of the world goes, is only par­
tially scientific. It is really an improved Julian calendar. The Julian 
calendar was worked out by Roman scientists in the time of Julius Caesar 
(100-44 B. C.), and the Gregorian improvement on the Julian was spon­
sored by Pope Gregory XIII (1572-85) .* 

• EDITOR'S NOTE : Born 1502. 
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Insofar as the Gregorian calendar tries to follow the monthly progres­
sions of the moon and the yearly cycle of the earth around the sun, it is a 
scientific calendar. 

But it is all messed up with months varying from 28 to 31 days in 
length, leap-year complications and month dates whose weekday names 
change from year to year. 

The Gregorian's basic handicap is the fact that the figure 365-the 
number of days in a normal year-is not evenly divisible. 

It is proposed by The World Calendar Association that the United 
States lead the way in adopting The World Calendar. 

As you can readily see, this calendar would involve no queer or radical 
departures from the Gregorian. The months would keep their present 
names; so would the days; weeks would still be seven days long; there 
would be leap years, so that the gals would lose no traditional rights in 
the matter of proposing to the guys. 

The calendar year, however, would be limited to 364 days, instead of 
365 or 366. This limitation would permit the splitting of the year into 
four quarters, each containing the same number of days-91. The first 
month of each quarter would have 31 days, the other two 30 each. 

In ordinary years, the extra day-called the Year-End World Holiday, 
or XYZ-day, or anything else the majority of people might want to call it 
-would come between December 30 and January 1. In leap years, there 
would be two of these extra-day holidays, one at year's end and one at the 
end of June. 

With this calendar, the year would always begin on a Sunday, and each 
_ day of the week would come on the same date of the month every year. 

Christmas, for instance, would always fall on a Monday, July 4 on a 
Wednesday, St. Patrick's Day on a Sunday, Memorial Day on a Thursday, 
and so on. 

The advantages of this systemized calendar over the present mixed-up 
one seem pretty obvious to us. They are much the same as the advantages 
we would enjoy if we would adopt the simple and scientific metric system. 

Employers, wage earners, salaried employees, banks, and insurance 
companies would benefit especially from having quarter-years of exactly 
equal lengths and months varying only from 30 to 31 days. 

A further twist, and for our money a most pleasant one, is suggested 
by the backers of this revised calendar. It has to do with holidays and the 
idea is to celebrate each holiday on the Monday nearest its actual date .... 

The World Calendar looks good to us; legislation aimed at United States 
adoption of it is in the works; here's luck to said legislation. 
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BIOGRAPIDCAL SKETCHES 

Verbatim from the Congressional Directory 

CONGRESSMAN KARL E. MUNDT 

KARLE. MUNDT, Republican, of Madison, S. Dak.; born in Humboldt, S. Dak., June 
3, 1900, ,the only son of F. J. and Rose E. Mundt, pioneer hardware merchants of 

that community ; educated in the public schools of Humboldt, Pierre, and Madison, in 
South Dakota; A.B. from Carleton College, Northfield, Minn., 1923; A.M. from Colum­
bia. University, New York City, 1927; successively a school teacher and school superin­
tendent in Bryant, S. Dak.; college speech and social science teacher in Eastern State 
Normal School, Madison, S. Dak.; farm operator and real estate and insurance business; 
appointed to South Dakota Game and Fish Commission (bipartisan) in 1931 for a six­
year term; one-time national vice president Izaak Walton League; member of Delta 
Sigma Rho, Pi Kappa Delta, and Tau Kappa Alpha (honorary societies) ; cofounder, 
and holder of membership certificate No. 1, of National Forensic League, of which he is 
now national president; editor of the Rostrum; associate editor, the Speaker ; former 
editorial writer, Outdoor America, author of articles in Successful Farming, The Chris­
tian Advocate, The Country Gentleman, Nations Schools, Fairplay (London), and 
others; past governor, Minnesota-Dakotas District of Kiwanis International; member 
National Press Club and the University Club, Washington, D. C.; married in 1924; 
elected to the Seventy-sixth Congress by a vote of 111,693 to 95,315 for his Democratic 
opponent; reelected to the Seventy-seventh Congrss by a vote of 134,928 to 91,874 for his 
Democratic opponent; reelected to Seventy-eighth Congress with 60.5 per cent of all 
votes cast; reelected to the Seventy-ninth Congress with 63.9 per cent of all votes cast. 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN KEE 

JOHN KEE, Democrat, of Bluefield, W. Va., was born at Glenville, Gilmer County, 
W. Va., August 22, 1874, the son of Jasper N. and Louisa Campbell Kee; educated 

at Glenville State Normal School and at the law school of the West Virginia University; 
lawyer; assistant counsel of the Virginian Railway 1902-10; in p_rofessional practice at 
Bluefield, 1910-16; special legal work in Mexico, 1916-18; engaged since in practice of 
profession in Bluefield; member of the State Senate, 1923-27; married; one son, James 
Kee, and one daughter, Frances Kee; nominated for Congress on the Democratic ticket 
in May, 19·32, and elected to the Seventy-third Congress at the ensuing general election; 
renominated and reelected to each succeeding Congress, including the Seventy-ninth; 
member of the Christ Episcopal Church, Bluefield; honorary member, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars; member of Knights of Pythias; Phi Sigma Kappa college fraternity and 
life member Moose and Elks; member the Kiwanis Club; member of Committee on Fo1·• 
eign Affairs. 
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.,.VITH a resolution for adoption of The World Calendar be­
fore the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 

' in a plenary meeting of the fourth session, and reintroduc-
tion of a bill in the 80th Congress of the United States, these 
practical and necessary steps have been successfully taken. The 
postwar world has taken up the subject as soon as possible. 

At Lake Success preliminary studies are under way. Con­
structive measures have been initiated. Further action at the 
next Council meeting in July is indicated. 

At Washington the bipartisan preliminary action last summer 
in the House of Representatives and the Senate of the United 
States Congress produced a virtual referendum. Government 
agencies have been alerted. Opinion has been formulated and 
expressed itself, and substantial support has become manifest. 
Hearings by the Committee on Foreign Affairs are expected 
during the present session. 

The press of the United States has widely publicized the move­
ment. With singular unanimity editorial comment has been fav­
orable throughout the world. 

Many governments are reliably reported to be considering 
similar legislation. A public bill is being discussed in Canada. 

The World Calendar is now in the realm of practical politics 
and international statesmanship. Calendar revision in the near 
future has indubitably become a real possibility. No matter how 
you look at it, the prospects for adoption on 1 January, 1950, 
appear to be excellent. 
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United States 
of America 

Vol. 93 

<rongrrssional Rrrord 
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OP THE 80th CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION 

WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1947 No. 18 

House of Representatives 
-- JT R. JOHN KEE. Mr. Speaker, last July 15, Hon. Karl E. Mundt, of 

/ .l South Dakota, introduced House Resolution 7041 in the second ses­
....., sion of the Seventy-ninth Congress. This bill followed his speech 
clearly setting forth the defects of the present Gregorian calendar and 
emphasizing the benefits that would be derived by adoption of The World 
Calendar. 

Time and standards of time are not partisan. They are universal and 
belong to everyone. Agreement was reached by interested Members of 
both parties that a Democrat and Republican should join in bringing this 
subject to the attention of the Congress. 

Under the rules of the House a bill may not be introduced jointly. 
Such action, however, is permitted in the other body, and Senators James 
E. Murray, Democrat, of Montana, and H. Alexander Smith, Republican, 
of New Jersey, accordingly joined in Senate Resolution 318. The day after 
the speech by Mr. Mundt, under a prior understanding with him, I ad­
dressed the House, fully subscribing to the views he had expressed and 
11"'1.ertaking to set forth some additional considerations. I urged that "our 

rernment should assume a position of leadership in this improvement," 
and that "the action we take here will not only be beneficial to this Nation 
but will be influential internationally and helpful to humanity." 

There was no expectation that the bills would be passed by the last 
Congress. In introducing a companion bill in the Senate, the Honorable 
James E. Murray expressed the sentiments of all proponents of such action. 
He said the action was "in order to bring the matter to the immediate 
attention of the Members of this body. Of course, this measure cannot 
be considered during this session. It is to be hoped, however, that during 
the recess the Members ... will study the proposal and will be prepared 
to consider it during the next session of Congress." 
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The introduction of this proposed legislation has served several addi­
tional purposes. The newspapers of this Nation publicized it both in their 
news columns and editorially. Press comment was extraordinarily favor­
able and the public response, as measured by letters to editors and to those 
of us involved in introducing the legislation, showed a widespread interest 
and favorable attitude. The result of this informal referendum to public 
opinion justifies, nay compels, u1;1 to reintroduce the legislation and press 
for its enactment. Many important organizations, business, professional, 
social, and others, have expressed approval, and some have passed reso­
lutions of endorsement. Government bureaus have been induced to study 
the matter. The governments of many other nations have renewed their 
consideration of the desirability of adopting The World Calendar. As a 
result we are informed that similar bills may be introduced in their legis­
latures as government bills in the case of several nations. Also, a res0l 11 -

tion is coming before the Economic and Social Council of the Unj 
Nations proposing that it recommend to the General Assembly that The 
World Calendar be adopted by the nations of the world, effective on 
January 1, 1950. 

It is my privilege in this Congress to reintroduce the bill for the adop­
tion of The World Calendar. I am advised that my colleague, the gentle­
man from South Dakota [Mr. Mundt], will also address you on the subject. 

A slight change has been made in the bill as originally drawn and 
offered. A phrase has now been incorporated showing that the four quar­
ters of the year approximate the four seasons of the year. This is not a 
change in the proposed calendar but in our exposition and analysis. I need 
not stress that the seasons of the year are Nature's divisions. Inevitably, 
they result in dividing many of the activities of human life into approxi­
mately four seasonal periods. 

The World Calendar divides the year into four equal quarters of 91 
days each. In our present Gregorian calendar there are 90 days, and 91 
days in leap years, 91 days, 92 days and 92 days in each quarter. ' 
inequality is complicating and causes many complex, difficult and praci1-
cally impossible adjustments for statistical and other purposes. In The 
World Calendar each quarter begins on Sunday and ends on Saturday, 
contains 3 months, 13 weeks or 91 days. Each quarter is identical with 
the others. The first month of each quarter has 31 days, followed by two 
months of 30 days, and each month has 26 weekdays plus Sundays. 

The Gregorian calendar has 181 days-and 182 days in leap years­
in the first half year and 184 days in the second half of the year. Balance 
is obviously destroyed. The inequality of these two divisions of the year 
results in innumerable disadvantages and causes many difficulties. In The 
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World Calendar each half year begins on Sunday and ends Saturday, and 
both halves of the year have exactly 182 days. The half years are syn­
chronized with the months. 

By a shift of only a few days, eight in all, one being the World Holiday 
at the end of the year and the other the Leap-Year Day, The World 
Calendar provides an ordered and reliable time-table for the year. It 
retains the familiar 12 months of the year. Five months correspond to 
the comparable days of the Gregorian calendar, namely, January, Sep­
tember, October, November, and December. The dates during the six 
months between September 1 and February 28 would remain exactly as 
they are at present. 

In short, The World Calendar, a civil calendar, offers a maximum of 
equalization with a minimum of adjustment. Similarly this affects cus­
toms and traditions, and historical dates, scientific calculations and chrono­

:trical usage ·as little as possible consistent with calendar stabilization. 
Briefly summarizing the major benefits that will be achieved by adop­

tion of The World Calendar, let me state them as follows: 
First. It will fix the year in perpetuity in accordance with the scientific 

length of the year and retain the 12 months made familiar by the Grego­
rian calendar. 

Second. It will retain and equalize the half years and ~ke them 
comparable. 

Third. It will reapportion the number of days in the months more 
equally. 

Fourth. It will retain and equalize the quarters of the year. 
Fifth. It will provide a uniform grouping of the months in a pattern 

and sequence of days in each quarter of the year. 
Sixth. It will provide 13 complete weeks within each quarter and group 

these weeks uniformly. 
Seventh. It will establish an equal working month of 26 business days 

- 1·1s Sundays for all the months, and will reduce the inequality between 
~ months from a maximum of 3 days to 1 day. 
Eighth. It will fix holidays so they will always fall on the same day 

and date. 
Ninth. It will enable each year, half year, and quarter to begin on 

Sunday, which is retained as the first day of the week, and to end on 
Saturday, which is retained as the last day of the week. 

Tenth. It will for the first time in history give man a Year-End World 
Holiday set apart from all other days and appropriately dedicated to world 
peace and friendship, and also a midyear World Holiday every four years, 
in leap years. 
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Almost the only standard used in the modern world which changes each 
year is the present calendar. Under the present Gregorian calendar, a re­
vision of the 2,000-year-old calendar of Julius Caesar, each year varies. 
Each year starts on a different day of the week, and there are in all 14 
calendar patterns and 28 types of months. Holidays grasshop throughout 
the week. Months vary in length without a consistent pattern. The quarter 
years are not equal. 

Is it not desirable that all the peoples of the world start the year at 
one and the same time? Is it not preferable that people use the same time• 
table in their lives? With the speed of communication and transportation, 
is it not necessary that a single standard of time be used so that we can 
synchronize plans, harmonize thought, expedite timing, and act in unison? 

In the past, calendars have been promulgated by emperors, kings, and 
high church officials, with the advice of men of science. Today secul"­
power in democracies is vested in congresses and parliaments, and t 
executive branches of governments. In this Nation the responsibility and 
duty of revising the civil calendar devolves upon Congress. Let us dis­
charge this obligation in a manner worthy of the representatives of the 
people of this important and powerful Nation. 

PARLIAMENT AT LONDON 
The Official Report of the Parliamentary Debates (Vol. 145 No. 37) 

for Thursday, 27 February, 1947, recorded a discussion in the Parliament 
at London, England, of The World Calendar, with special reference tot 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. Lord Merth.r ~ 
earnestly pleaded for full support by the United Kingdom. 

Speaking for the Government the Postmaster General (The Earl of 
Listowel) complimented him on making "a weighty case for a reform of 
the calendar which we now enjoy, or, as some say, which we now endure 
because we are unwitting slaves of habit." After some discussion he 
offe:i;ed assurances that "if this question should be raised for discussion 
at the United Nations the British delegation would give it their most 
serious consideration." 
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~ongrrssional 1Rrrord 
u:ttn:t!_u PROCEEDINGS ANO DEBATES OF THE 80th CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION 

Vol. 93 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 1947 No.18 

House of Representatives 
1i fr R. KARLE. MUNDT. Mr. Speaker, time rules us all. The most 

( .l powerful and the weakest are equally impotent to stay time. 
Mighty as is this Nation it cannot add or subtract one second, or 

a fraction of a second. Time is the master of man and matter. 
Each of us exists in relation to time. Einstein rendered a great service 

to mankind in emphasizing that physicists must consider time and space 
as indivisible. Philosophers now recognize that all of us exist only in 
relation to space-time. Nothing is more fundamental or universal than 
time. 

Granting these premises, it is nevertheless true that our measurements 
and standards of time are determinative of much of our practical lives. 
Those are man-made creations. In our modern world we are increasingly 
preoccupied with time and our apparatus and technique for estimat­
ing its velocity. Today we figure distance largely in time. We say 

, that New York is 18 hours by air from San Francisco, or 20 hours from 
London by air. We say that New York is 4 hours from Washington by 
train or that it is 8 hours by automobile. We measure our radio communi-

ion around the world in seconds and our telephone by minutes. Our 
a.uuaries talk about life-expectancy statistics in terms of years. Bankers 
discuss interest in terms of time accumulation. Only recently the Army 
and Navy of this Government changed their standards for planes on a 
basis of a uniform time-standard. Many of the disputes of labor are solely 
based upon working hours. Among our mechanical gadgets none are more 
in demand than those saving time. Saving time amounts to a preoccupa­
tion, if not an obsession. In every way Americans are an intensely time­
conscious people, and this is one reason for our rapid progress. A great 
early American, Benjamin Franklin, once said: "Do not waste time be­
cause this is the stuff of which life is made." 
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Many persons still alive remember when every town in the world had 
its own time, which was based upon meridian time. Only comparatively 
recently have time zones been adopted. In 1872, an American, Charles 
Ferdinand Dowd, and in 1878, a Scottish Canadian, Sanford Fleming, 
proposed plans for dividing the earth by means of 24 meridians, each 15 
degrees of longitude apart, and reckoning from Greenwich. Each such 
zone represented an hour of difference in clock time. Great Britain passed 
a statute in 1880 that all her clocks should use Greenwich time. Many 
other nations followed and similarly set their clocks at the time obtaining 
in their national capitals, but in relation to Greenwich time. 

In 1883, Canada and the United States agreed upon the use of standard 
time zones. This was done primarily by the railroads of both these nations. 
With the increasing speed and volume of traffic on the railroads across the 
continent, it became necessary to have established time zones. Gradually 
the system was accepted and put into use by the public at large. Yet, 1 

until March, 1918, did the Congress of the United States direct the Int_, ... -
state Commerce Commission to establish these various time zones, and 
thus belatedly accepted what had then long become established by com­
mercial and popular fiat and usage. 

Greenwich time, the zones of Standard Time, and the International 
Date Line aroused some opposition when first proposed. There were those 
reluctant to adopt a new innovation, and they were supported by public 
inertia. Some religious opposition was recorded. 

In considering calendar revision we do well to recall these facts be­
cause they are practically identical today with the few instances in which 
opposition has occurred. It is also very desirable for us to remember that 
though it be but recently that these changes were made, they have now 
been so generally accepted, and all opposition and protest have been 
silenced by universal acceptance, that we recall the previous incidents only 
with difficulty and amazement. 

Standard Time has achieved uniformity and stability in setting 1 -

time all around the world. It has proved an enduring benefit contrh _ 
by human ingenuity. 

We still have other time problems. For one thing we have variations 
in the exact period of a day, and our astronomers and scientists have 
been evolving the mechanisms for stabilizing this period of time. The 
modern astronomer has determined two mathematical formulas with 
asto~ishingly exact chronometrical certainty. One is that the earth rotates 
around its axis with almost precise regularity in close to 24 hours 
a day. The other is that in its direction relative to distant stars the earth 
is constant whatever its position in its orbit around the sun. Man has 
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also devised the chronometer, clock and watch, with the day divided into 
two periods of 12 hours, with 60 minutes in each hour, and each minute 
with 60 seconds, and further corrected through astronomical reckonings 
each day. The comparatively new Arlington radio time signal is familiar 
to us all. 

Our only major time standard in general use which today needs major 
revision is the calendar. The uninitiated tend to think of the calendar as 
unchanging and unchanged. Actually, like all contrivances of civilization, 
the calendar has evolved, and our calendar of today is the product of 
much trial and error. 

The Egyptians used a calendar which had as its inspiration the sea­
sonal Nile floods and then the discovery of an astronomical phenomenon, 
leading to an estimate of the sun year. This calendar goes back to about 
4236 B.C. In 45 B.C. Julius Caesar had conquered Egypt, yet Caesar 

ned for guidance to Sosigenes, a Greek astronomer living in Alexandria, 
.... J upon his advice produced a calendar which ever since has been called 
the Julian calendar. It established the solar year as 3651/4, days, divided 
it into 12 months, and provided for a leap-year day. In A.D. 321 the 
Emperor Constantine introduced the seven-day week. The B.C. and A.D. 
system of chronology was added in A.D. 532, and not fully adopted until 
approximately a thousand years later. 

In 1582, only a very short period of the past as measured by history, 
Pope Gregory XIII found that the calendar was causing the true dates 
to advance slowly so that ultimately, if unchanged counter-clockwise, 
Christmas would have come in mid-summer. Pope Gregory consulted 
scientists, notably the German mathematician Clavius, and dropping ten 
days to make the adjustment then necessary, promulgated the calendar 
which bears his name and is used in most nations today. The Gregorian 
calendar did not meet with immediate acceptance, despite its unquestion­
able improvement. England and the British Empire did not adopt it until 
~ -;2. This is the reason that George Washington, whose birthday we 

~brate and venerate on February 22, was born on February 11, under 
the Julian calendar, and continued to celebrate that date as his real birth­
day. Japan adopted the Gregorian calendar in 1873, China in 1912, the 
Soviet Union in 1918, and Turkey in 1927. Calendar change is not new. 

On July 15, 1946, it was my privilege to introduce as a bipartisan 
measure House Resolution 7041. The gentleman from West Virginia, 
Mr. John Kee, endorsed it from the other side of the aisle, and I am happy 
to reverse the procedure in this session and support the similar bill he 
has just reintroduced. I am happy to reciprocate this courtesy. May I 
call attention to our comments as recorded in the Congressional Record of 
July 15 and 16, 1946? 
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This was an unusual bill in more than one respect. Probably there 
has never before been a bill introduced in the Congress which in its terms 
of reference went back to the year 4236 B.C. and which surveyed the 
intervening centuries. There are technical aspects of this subject which 
we hoped to clarify. I strongly urge a careful reading of the entire reso­
lution as now offered. I also urge all citizens, groups, and organizations 
to make known to Congress their attitudes and wishes on calendar reform. 

The world needs stability. We have been living in a period of experi­
mentation and change. There comes a point when mere stability may be 
a virtue. I say this notwithstanding the fact that I originally introduced 
in Congress this bill for calendar change. Paradoxically, only by revision 
may calendar stability be achieved. 

The subject has been studied intensively for more than 100 years. 
The League of Nations spent 14 years considering over 500 calendar pro­
posals and in the end only one proposal seemed to it worth while, and t 
was the adoption of The World Calendar. Fourteen nations approved anu 
now stand ready to adopt it. 

The Christmas and New Year's holidays of 1946-47 are still vivid in 
memory. You will recall that they happened to fall this year on Wednes­
day. In other words, they came in the middle of the work-week. The 
results were unsatisfactory to everyone. Business generally was com­
pletely disrupted for two weeks, and the individual also was dissatisfied. 
Under The World Calendar we would have had two three-day holidays 
always on the same days and dates. 

Our social order is highly complex and interdependent. Time-tables 
must be uniform and stable for all people because they affect all. The 
World Calendar is perpetual. It has equal quarters, equal working periods 
and fixed holidays. 

Those of my colleagues who have considered the subject in the interim 
since I introduced House Resolution 7041 for adoption of The World 
Calendar, I trust agree that we should not delay. Those who have 
found an opportunity to study it I urge to give consideration to this Vt:r.r 

basic problem and this admirable solution so readily available to us. Public 
hearings should make clear to us all the advantages of the proposed calen­
dar and also reveal the reasons, if any, why its adoption would be unwise 
or undesirable. 

A few weeks after I introduced House Resolution 7041 in the Seventy­
ninth Congress, Senator James E. Murray, of Montana, Democrat, and 
Senator H. Alexander Smith, of N.ew Jersey, Republican, introduced a 
companion bill in the Senate. May I point out that this was the first time 
in the history of this country that a bill for calendar reform had been 
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presented on the floor of both the Senate and the House and the first time 
that any calendar bill had ever been presented in this Congress which 
has had bipartisan support. Time belongs to no party. 

Were one compelled to use a single word to describe the United States, 
none would be more appropriate than progressive. To this continent have 
come many of the depressed and oppressed, of nearly all the nations of 
the Old World. The early settlers came to a virgin wilderness; later immi­
grants found here a primitive country; and even the latest arrivals havt! 
felt themselves to be in a young society still in the throes of birth and 
growth whose future is ahead. All have come to our shores with high 
hopes and in the expectation of finding a richer and better future for 
themselves, their children and their children's children. In a compara­
tively short time a great Nation has been created and developed. 

Much is still to be done. Many of the aspirations of man have still 
been fully realized. A few years ago, within a decade or two, there 

was an all too prevalent attitude abroad in this land that the period of 
exploration, pioneering, and adventure was ended. Now we know this 
people and this Nation are still but on the threshold of a richer and nobler 
future. Whatever the faults here we know ours is the highest general 
level ever attained. Practically every individual would welcome an oppor­
tunity to come and stay here. The contrast between the public welfare 
in the United States and any other country in the world must make us 
all grateful to the Providence which finds us in this country. 

Many factors contributed to make the United States what it is. Cour­
age was one. Work was another. Daring was still another. These led 
people to leave the familiar and dare the unknown, to uproot themselves 
and transplant their lives, to seek to fashion their own lives and their new 
world in the image of their hearts' desire. They have consciously and 
consistently sought improvement. 

New standards of living, new mechanisms to realize their aspirations, 
r ways of organization have all played a part in producing this Nation. 

We have been willing to discard old mechanisms in the most mechanized 
nation of the world. We have raised productivity by substituting new 
and improved machinery for unparalleled mass production. We have 
dared to insist upon better and more useful standards. 

The time has come for us to lead the way in adopting a modern cal­
endar for the modern world. The United States has a great opportunity 
to bring into actual operation The World Calendar as proposed in my 
House Resolution 7041 of the Seventy-ninth Congress and Congressman 
Kee's resolution which he has introduced today. 
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JOURNAL OF CALENDAR REFORM 

H. R. 1345 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
JANUARY 27, 1947 

Mr. KEE introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs 

A BILL 
To improve the calendar by making it perpetual, by equalizing 

the quarters of the year, and fixing holidays. 
Whereas the calendar now in general use in the United States and most 

of the other nations of the world has long been the subject of study 
by many of the brilliant minds of the world, including experts on time 
measurements and standards, and as a result of protracted and ex­
haustive study general agreement has been reached that all nations 
need an improved and perpetual calendar ; and 

Whereas public and private opinion in the United States and the o 
nations of the world have been impressively registered, and uv .. 

demand governmental action to revise the calendar in such a way 
that retaining astronomical accuracy it will be mathematically and 
otherwise scientifically correct, unchanging, and holidays will be fixed 
so they will no longer jump through different days of the week. The 
familiar twelve months will be divided into equal quarters approxi­
mating the four seasons, and equal half-years, with three months, 
thirteen weeks, or ninety-one days to each quarter-year, together with 
equal Sundays and weekdays, and each year, quarter, and week begin­
ning on a Sunday and ending Saturday, with the following three 
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hundred and sixty-fifth day (Year-End Day) that completes the year 
as a world holiday and the three hundred and sixty-sixth day (Leap-· 
Year Day) in leap years as a midyear world holiday; and 

Whereas calendars have been changed through the ages as man's knowl­
edge has increased and his practical needs have been altered by new 
conditions. The Egyptians adopted a calendar based upon their esti­
mates of the earth's relation to the sun and the cycle of their seasons. 
Our present calendar is derived directly from their calendar of 4236 
before Christ, as distinguished from the Hebrew moon-sun calendar 
and the Mohammedan moon calendar. In 45 before Christ, Julius 
Caesar revised the calendar of the Roman Empire, incorporat­
ing therein a twelve-month year and an extra day each fourth 
year upon the recommendation of the Greek astronomer Sosigenes. 
In anno Domini 321 the Emperor Constantine again revised the cal­
endar by introducing the seven-day week. The before Christ and 
anno Domini system of chronology was not added to time reckoning 
until anno Domini 532 and not fully adopted until nearly a thousand 
years later. In 1582 Pope Gregory XIII adjusted prior calculations 
by dropping ten days that year. This entailed a loss of two Fridays, 
two Saturdays, and two Sundays, and one Monday, Tuesday, Wednes­
day, and Thursday, or one week and three days of that year, and 
was for the purpose of bringing the calendar back into step with the 
seasons and to set up a new leap-year rule. This calendar was not 
adopted by England and the then American colonies until 1752, Japan 
1873, China 1912, the Soviet Union 1918, and Turkey 1927. Man has 
changed his calendar as he has progressed. Despite the tremendous 
advances of scientific knowledge since the Middle Ages, the vast 
changes in the life of the modern world requiring comparable calendar 
changes and widespread dissatisfaction with it, the Gregorian cal­
endar is now in general use by most nations; and 

· . ___ reas every calendar has been initiated and adopted first by one nation 
or by one ecclesiastical authority, and when others have accepted it 
they have done so one at a time. In the light of past experience one 
of the world's powerful nations must pioneer the way, by itself adopt­
ing The World Calendar. This does not preclude international action; 
and 

Whereas the Committee on Communications and Transit of the League 
of Nations studied calendar revision from 1923 to 1937 inclusive, and 
as a result of such studies and a referendum to all governments found 
agreement in principle on the desirability and necessity of calendar 
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revision, and fourteen nations, including China, Brazil, Mexico, Chile, 
Uruguay, Peru, Greece, and Norway, officially approved adoption of 
the proposed World Calendar. With the war ended, the United 
Nations established and functioning, and The World Calendar on the 
agenda of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, an 
opportunity again exists to carry to a successful conclusion the work 
so well begun at Geneva ; and 

Whereas since 1930 The World Calendar Association of the city and State 
of New York has devoted itself to the study of the calendar, also 
serving as a liaison and central clearing house for similarly engaged 
calendar committees in thirty-two other nations. The Italian priest, 
Marco Mastrofini, in 1834, conceived the use of the one or two extra 
days as a means of stabilizing the calendar, and this is the basis of 
The World Calendar. This Association actively participated with 
League of Nations in its deliberations and the resulting study of v .. ~ 
problem by the governments of the League's member-nations. Many 
of the world's distinguished astronomers, industrialists, educators, 
mathematicians, and other leaders have collaborated in the Associa­
tion's research and ratified its findings. Members of its advisory 
committees are eminent in many fields. The World Almanac of 1946 
aptly describes this institution as "the world center of calendar au­
thority." The Association recommends to the United States Govern­
ment the adoption of The World Calendar as the irreducible minimum 
of change consistent with the maximum of benefit. Not the product 
of any one mind or one nation, a civil calendar, which leaves the 
question of changes of religious holidays to the churches interested 
in them, and National, State, or local holidays to the authorities of 
the jurisdictions involved, The World Calendar is the solution offered 
by many of the world's best minds as expressed to and interpreted 
by this disinterested and altruistic organization, an associatioIJ • 
individuals, most of whom are private citizens and who of their c 

volition and in the tradition of this Nation and democracy have aided 
in blazing the trail. The problem now has reached the legislative 
stage; and 

Whereas the United States is the world's leading mass-production country 
and this is largely the result of the creation and application of im­
proved standards. This Nation's rapid progress, unparalleled pro­
ductivity, and high level of living have been made possible by willing­
ness to discard obsolescent standards and utilize new and improved 
standards. A new calendar as a time standard is long overdue; and 
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Whereas transportation companies, communications, advertising, public 
and private statisticians, accountants and economists, manufacturers, 
labor, financial institutions, and heads of educational, scientific, social 
and fraternal organizations, in this Nation and nations throughout 
the world, have recorded themselves as favoring calendar revision, 
and specifically as favoring adoption of The World Calendar; and 

Whereas it is the consensus of expert opinion that Sunday, January l, 
1950, is the ideal date for adoption of The World Calendar, inasmuch 
as on that date both the Gregorian and The World Calendars coincidd 
in starting the new year on Sunday, with the result that if the transi­
tion is then made it will be in an orderly manner without confusion 
and permit ample time for the substitution of The World Calendar 
at the start of the year. Also, this permits the second half of the 
century to function under The World Calendar. Not until 1956 will 
the calendars similarly coincide, so enabling legislation should be 
concluded by the end of the present calendar year to become effective 
January 1, 1950. This will leave two full years for preparation and 
if this reasonable period of time is available for adjustments the diffi­
culties of preceding centuries attendant upon adoption of the new 
calendar will not be repeated; and 

Whereas the United States is a member state of the United Nations, the 
Pan American Union, the Inter-American Economic and Social Coun­
cil, and other international agencies, and has commensurate responsi­
bilities ; and 

Whereas the United States should be prepared to assume a position of 
leadership in the much-needed improvement of the calendar, and by 
its own action set an example for other governments. The power and 
influence of the United States, especially considering the prior en­
dorsements of fourteen other nations, might well be a decisive f acto1· 
in adoption of The World Calendar; and 

Whereas The World Calendar should be adopted because it will facilitate 
comparative statistics and tables, computations of interest, budget~, 
pay rolls, costs, and the many other operations in which time is of 
the essence; it will facilitate train, ship, and plane operating sched­
ules and time-tables, and the coordination of communications; it will 
be a very great convenience by having the dates of anniversaries and 
holidays fall on the same day each year; and will facilitate the opera­
tion of those whose business is especially affected thereby, all to ·the 
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benefit of commerce and industry, educational, social, and fraternal 
organizations, scientific bodies, and others, including each of us indi­
vidually; and 

Whereas The World Calendar should be adopted because under the aegis 
of the League of Nations, fourteen nations officially approved it. 
Appropriate agencies of this Government have long studied and ap­
prove it. With new international organizations being created to deal 
constructively with measures seeking world improvement, and public 
sentiment the world over favoring creative efforts to improve world 
standards, present conditions are propitious for adoption of The 
World Calendar; and 

Whereas after study and due deliberation on the merits of The World 
Calendar as against the calendar at present in use, this Congre-­
should recognize that the calendar is the Nation's and indeed t 
world's standard of time, the measure of every act, and the time­
table of our very lives. Being fixed, more orderly and better balanced 
and equalized than the present calendar, adoption of the revision 
offered by The World Calendar will not only adjust the calendar to 
the requirements of our modern world but may well be reflected in 
greater social and individual stability, better organization of life, and 
more harmonious r elationships : Now, therefore, 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That on and after January 1, 1950, The World Calendar 

4 hereinafter set out in words and figures shall be the offic' ' 

5 calendar of the United States of America and all the Terri-

6 tories subject to its jurisdiction. 

7 That the President is hereby authorized and directed to 

8 take appropriate administrative action within a reasonable 

9 time prior to January 1, 1950, to facilitate the change by 
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10 the Government and by the public in accordance with thid 

11 Act. 

12 That the President is authorized and requested to urge 

13 at the earliest possible date upon the governments of the 

14 nations of the world at appropriate conferences that may be 

15 held and/ or sessions of the United Nations and/ or other 

16 international bodies, that The World Calendar be adopted, 

17 effective January 1, 1950. 

1 The World Calendar plan is as follows : 

THE WORLD CALENDAR 

FIRST QUARTER 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 
SMTWTFS SMTWTFS SMTWTFS 
I 2 3 4 S 6 7 I 2 3 4 I 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 S 6 7 8 9 10 11 3456789 
IS 16 17 18 19 20 21 12131415161718 10 11 12 ll 14 15 16 
Jl232425262728 19202122232425 17181920212223 
29 3031 26 27 28 29 30 24 2S 26 27 28 29 30 

SECOND QUARTER 

APRIL MAY JUNE 
SMTWTF- lr-uTWTFS SMTWTFS 

l 2 3 4 S 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 567891011 3456789 
15161718192021 12 1l 14 15 16 17 18 IOU 1213141516 
22 23 24 25 2627 28 192021 22232425 17181920212223 
29 3031 2627282930 2425262728 ... ~~ 

THIRD QUARTER 

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER 
S MTWTFS SMTWTFS SMTWTF S 
1 234567 1 2 J 4 1 2 
8 9 10 1112 lJ 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3456709 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 J3 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19202122232425 1710 192021 2223 
293031 2627282930 ' 2425 26272829 30 

FOURTH QUARTER 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER 
SMTWTFS SMTWTFS SMTWTFS 
1234S67 1 2 3 4 1 2 
8 91011121314 S 6 1 8 $ 10 11 3456789 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12131415161718 10 111213141516 
22 23 24 25 26 Z7 'l.8 19202122232425 17181920212223 
293031 2627282910 24252627282:!_?J 

*The Ye11r-Eruf World Holiday, W or J1 DcuMber(J6Sth clay), 
followr JO DeccMbcr every ye11,, 

**Th• Lc■p,-YHrWMlcf Holiday, W.., J1 Ju11t1 (..- utra clay), 
follow1 lOJul'lai" l .. pycar,. 

2 The ' four hundred centurial leap-year rule of the 

3 Gregorian Reform is retained. 
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
TAKES UP THE WORLD CALENDAR 
By W esty Egmont 

THE Economic and Social Council of the United Nations ended its 
fourth session on 29 March, 1947, at Lake Success. The next meeting 
will convene in July, 1947. 

In concluding the last meeting, Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar of Ind 
President of the Council, emphasized. that the meetings to date have been 
1,argely organizational. The Council has of necessity been largely occupied 
with creating procedure, establishing commissions and committees, and 
working out relationships with intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations. The members have been formulating techniques and instru­
mentalities for collective action. 

The scope of the general area to be undertaken by this organization, 
conside:tjation of specific action and the priorities of various subjects and 
successive steps, and a survey of ultimate substantive objectives have 
occupied the Council. Economic, social, educational, cultural and scien­
tific subjects have been tentatively considered. A Secretariat has been 
organized. Relationships between the members have been established. 
At the next meeting the Council will be in a position to undertake to ~t 
constructively on some substantive problems and seek to attain some con­
crete achievements. 

It was gratifying to its proponents that The World Calendar was 
the agenda of the fourth session. The Peruvian Delegation, under he 
leadership of the Honorable Dr. Alberto Arca Parro, introduced a draft 
resolution for calendar revision. 

During the period between the opening of the conference and the 
plenary session at which The World Calendar was formally presented, 
many private and informal discussions were held. They indicated that 
an overwhelming majority of the members favor adoption, effective 1 Jan­
uary, 1950. Literally no members expressed opposition on the merits. 

Those who heard the proceedings of the Council, either by radio or 
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personal attendance, could not fail to be impressed. Not a single criticism 
of The World Calendar per se was registered. At least several delegates 
were prepared to speak in favor of the resolution, and later stated that 
they had only refrained from doing so because the favorable tenor of the 
discussion showed satisfactory action would be taken. 

The head of the Delegation of China, His Excellency, Dr. P. C. Chang, 
immediately spoke in, support of the resolution and unequivocally regis­
tered China's support. 

Among other things he said: "The Gregoriian calendar was not even 
considered by China in 1582 when it was first promulgated. In 1912, 
China adopted it. By that time certain defects of the Gregorian calendar 
had become clear. It lacked a certain degree of stability, order and perma­
nence. The matter has been studied recently, especially during the last 

If-century and particularly the last 30 years, by experts all over the 
world. An improved calendar is surely desirable for the world as a whole." 

The Honorable Finn Moe representing Norway stated that he seconded 
the motion of Peru. 

"I have no intention of discussing the proposed World Calendar," he 
8iaid, "but I wish to make a few remarks .... This is not a new question . 
. . . All of the preparatory work has been done; the merits of the new 
calendar have been fairly discussed, and quite a series of governments 
have already accepted The World Calendar." 

The resolution thus was brought before the Council by delegates repre­
senting nations of the Americas, Europe and Asia. 

The final action was to instruct the Secretariat to compile the informa­
tion available, and prepare a report as soon as possible. 

The United Nations has made a start in providing the world with the 
perpetual World Calendar, fixing holidays, establishing an orderly sequence 

days of the month each quarter, and balancing and regularizing the 
ume periods within the year. 

An opportunity exists for the United Nations to stabilize the time­
table of the years for all the nations of the world so they may start and 
end each year together and use a common schedule. Impinging on every 
person in the world, The World Calendar constitutes a public relations 
vehicle which the United Nations will find a valuable instrumentality 
in creating awareness of its existence. By improving the calendar everyone 
will recognize a personal benefit resulting from United Nations' action. 

The entirely new and unprecedented World Holiday of The World 
Calendar will draw favorable attention to the United Nations. This day 
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for celebrating peace and friendship between the peoples of the earth 
offers many ways to inaugurate and carry out some of the cultural and 
educational purposes of the United Nations. Here is an extraordinary 
opportunity to stimulate public imagination in regard to the significance 
of this new international organization. The World Holiday would afford 
the occasion for people in every land to participate personally and on the 
same date in this holiday. The Secretary General of the United Nations 
has repeatedly affirmed the desirability of greater public enthusiasm and 
support for U. N. 

A year earlier the first meeting of the United Nations began beside 
the still waters of Jerome Park Reservoir at Hunter College. A wounded 
sailor in the audience was then reported to have said: "Well, we've got 
it started; let's hope it works." 

Actually, that meeting was but a part of the beginning of the st: 
The organizing of an undertaking of such magnitude is nothing short v.c 

herculean. Its complexity almost staggers imagination. In that year 
the United Nations' major organs and subdivisions have held 1,870 meet­
ings, have published 4,500 separate documents, have received 55,000 pounds 
of letters and packages every month, and sent out 25,000 pounds. A year 
ago the Secretariat numbered 235; now it numbers 2,800. 

When we reflect upon the many years it required to establish the United 
States as a nation, or when we consider how long it takes to build an 
effective organization even in a local neighborhood for some limited 
purpose, we cannot be surprised that this world-wide organization, em­
bracing every conceivable aspect of human life, involving men, women and 
children throughout the world, needs much time and requires great effort 
to fashion its foundations. 

At this point the United Nations has but acquired the physical land 
on which to build its permanent headquarters and has drawn plans on 
paper of the structures it proposes to build. Similarly, it has but be 
to establish the political, juridical, and social and economic organizat10n 
through which the peoples of the world hope it may remake the world in 
the image of their needs and their dreams. 

His Excellency Fernand van Langenhove of Belgium expressed the 
view of many when he said of the United Nations: "An experiment 
which is still at its beginning." 

The future? 

Mankind's future is as though seen through an opaque glass if the 
future of the United Nations is other than bright. 
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A NEW AFFILIATE 
The South African (S. A.) National Anti-Waste and Conser, 
vation Organisation is now an affiliate of this Association, 
and Dr. J. H. Dobson a member of the World Advisory Com­
mittee of The World Calendar Association. 

27 

THE South African (S. A.) National Anti-Waste and Conservation 
Organisation was set up by the South African Government to deal 
with the exigencies of the war years. Its achievements and successes 

have led to its continuance on a broader scale with half of required sup­
porting funds contributed by the Government. 

This organization has included The World Calendar "on the list of 
,jects to press upon public opinion in South Africa." This is obviously 

far more than an endorsement. 
At a meeting of the Central Control Committee, held on 6 December, 

1946, a resolution was unanimously passed whereby "on the recommenda­
tion of the Executive Committee, it was resolved that the National Anti­
Waste and Conservation Organisation ... become the representative in 
South Africa of The World Calendar Association." 

Dr. J. H. Dobson is the Honorary Chairman of the South African Or­
ganisation. The Joint Presidents are the Right Honorable Jan H. Hofmeyr, 
P.C., M.P., representing the Government ,and the Union Education De­
partment, and Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, representing Gold Mining, Dia­
monds, Copper, Coal and other industrial activities and public companies. 

Dr. J. H. Dobson has become a member of the World Advisory Com­
mittee of The World Calendar Association. 

A Special Committee is being appointed "to deal adequately with 
the publicity and propaganda required to assure adoption of The World 

mdar." 

PROGRESS IN CANADA 

THE •Canadian Congress of Labour embodied in their presentation to the Dominion 
Government a resolution which reads as follows: "The Congress recommends that 

the Government endorse the adoption of a perpetual World Calendar as proposed by the 
World Calendar Association, incorporated. This is the simplest of all calendar reforms, 
and has been approved by fourteen nations, as well as by the International Labour Organ­
ization. The Government is requested to introduce a Bill in the House of Commons, 
providing for the adoption of the World Calendar, effective January 1, 19'50, and to co­
operate in this respect with other governments which take similar action." 
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THE chart on the bottom of the Exhibit shows the rel­
ative periods that various calendars were historically 

in use. Now mankind has the opportunity to adopt a 
perpetual calendar. 
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REAL ESTATE AND 
THE WORLD CALENDAR 
By Wade H. Poston 

This licensed realtor and expert bank-loan appraiser, rental 
proprietor, member of the Board of Directors of the Neu, 
Jersey Taxpayers' Association and President of the Cran­
ford (N. J.) Real Estate Board here shows some effects of 
the calendar upon the real estate business. 

V !SIT the office of your local real estate broker. Glance at the wall 
decorations. Almost invariably, you will see two, three, or four 
calendars. Glance at the desk tops. More calendars ! Real estate 

men definitely have the calendar on their minds. 
Gasoline is sold by gallons, potatoes by pecks, sugar by pounds. Re 

estate is sold by front feet, acres and time. 
From his position as a dealer in one of the three classic essentials­

food, clothing, and shelter-the real estate broker has a peculiarly vivid 
insight into the effect of the calendar on America's 40,000,000 homes. 

If a home or a business property is leased, the lease is written for 
a specified t erm of months or years. The date on which the lease begins 
is mentioned, and the date on which it ends. A total yearly rent is speci­
fied, and the monthly or quarterly dates on which the r ental installments 
shall be paid are detailed. The entire document is dated when made 
and dated when notarized. 

No less important is the role of the calendar in those cases in which 
a tenant occupies a building on a month-to-month basis, without a lease. 
This situation frequently occurs in connection with residential properties. 
In the absence of a written lease, the calendar rights and obligations of 
both landlord and tenant are prescribed by law in the various states, p: 
ticularly with regard to the termination date of month-to-month tenanci 
The New Jersey law is typical. Month-to-month tenancies may be termi­
nated only by one full month's notice. The notice must be given on or 
before the rental due date, to become effective on the day preceding the 
next rental due date.• 

Here the law strives for equality, but fails to find it because of the 
inequalities of the calendar. The tenant who receives his notice to move 

*During the present housing emergency, the Office of Price Administration has 
temporarily set up longer notification periods, which take precedence over the State law. 
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on 1 February has three days less in which to seek a new home than t~e 
tenant who receives his notice on 1 March; and conversely, when a notice 
is given in the other direction, the landlord has three days less in which 
to find a new occupant for his property-an interval of some significance 
in normal times when tenants are scarcer than houses. 

Nor are rentals the only reason that the real estate man has the 
calendar constantly before his eyes. Selling puts an almost equal emphasis 
on the time factor. 

Whenever a property is sold, income and expenses are carefully appor­
tioned on the date of the closing of title, that is, the date on which the 
deed actually changes hands in accordance with the preliminary agree­
ments made in the contract of sale. Recently, an investor in a nearby 
community bought a building containing a single large store leased to a 
retail grocery market at a rental of $200 per month. The title was closed 
-11 4 March. The March rent had already been paid. How much of this 

mt was the seller entitled to keep? How much should be given to the 
buyer? 

The seller arrived at my office with his expectations neatly computed 
in advance. It was very simple. His ownership of the property extended 
through the first four days in March. March had 31 days. The rent for 
the month o:fl March was $200. Therefore, his fair share of the March 
rent was 4/ 31 of $200, or $25.81. 

The buyer listened attentively, then unfolded a paper and read his 
calculations. Did not the lease specify that the property was rented for 
$2,400 a year, payable in equal monthly installments of $200? Yes, that 
was the usual way leases were drawn. The lease had begun on 1 January. 
There were 31 days in January, 28 in February, and four in March up 
until the date of closing-a total of 63 days elapsed from the 365-day term 
of the lease. Therefore, the seller's proper share of the annual rent would 
be 63/ 365 of $2,400-or $414.25. Allowing $200 of this amount for the 
- nuary rent, and $200 for February, the remainder for the four days in 

:i.rch would come to $14.25, instead of $25.81. A difference of $11.56 ! 
Now, as an actual matter of practice, does anyone balk at a difference 

of $11.56 when closing a sale for $15,000? The answer is no. But the 
matter must be explained. One of the other of the alternatives must be 
agreed upon. Someone must back down; the smoothness of the title clos­
ing is disturbed. The broker, always jittery when an important deal is 
closing, ( despite an outward appearance of calm), suffers further wear 
and tear on his nerves. Time is lost. And the present, awkward, un­
balanced calendar, whose vagaries befuddle all attempts to set up appor, 
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tionment rules that will be both simple and fair, has scored another victory 
against business efficiency. 

The seller's method, having the approval of custom, finally prevailed 
in this instance. However, a few minutes of reflection will show that 
the buyer's method, although mathematically more complicated, would 
have provided the only entirely fair solution. 

Both seller and buyer were surprised to learn that a ten-dollar bill, and 
more, was the monetary differ ence between the two methods, arising from 
the fact that the seller's method disregards the differences in the lengths 
of the months. Our present calendar is indeed a smooth thief. It collects its 
hidden tolls, without anyone being the wiser. 

Those real estate men who take too lightly the importance of the 
calendar in title closings would benefit by an inspection of the "Customs in 
Respect to Title Closings" adopted by the New York Real Estate Board 
and used as a model in many other communities. Of the ten rulings listed, 
eight refer to the date of apportionment and the method of calendar compt 
tation to be used. Rent is apportioned on the basis of the days in th 
particular month in which the title is closed, but interest, taxes, water 
rates, and insurance ar e apportioned by the 360-day method, each month 
representing 1/ 12 of the annual charge, and each day 1/ 30 of the monthly 
charge. 

Such "customs" are attempts to tailor the calendar into something 
workable and simple. With no unfavorable reflection upon their necessity 
and ingenuity, they may also be looked upon as admissions that the present 
calendar is too unwieldy for up-to-date streamlined real estate procedures. 
Furthermore, they are proof that simplicity in the calendar is sufficiently 
important to be worth spot cash. In the business world, whenever simpli­
fied calendar calculations take the place of more accurate, though more 
complicated, methods, someone gains and the other party loses. 

Sales and rentals constitute the bulk of business for most real estate 
offices, but the battle with the calendar also goes forward on other, minor 
fronts. Again and again the eyes of the real estate broker turn though.._ 
fully to the calendar on the wall. 

If a mortgage is placed, the term of the loan and the dates for payment 
of interest and amortization are explicitly set forth. 

If a property is appraised, the appraiser must consider the term of 
any effective leasehold in order to establish a fair appraisal value. 

If the real estate agent manages property for others, he must render 
a monthly or quarterly account of income and disbursements. 

If the title to a property is searched in the course of a sale, the report 
o! the search must be scanned to make sure that a continuous chain of 
dated transactions has been uncovered. 
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The above examples illustrate the time-factor in only the so-called 
external activities of a real estate office, involving face-to-face contact 
with prospects and customers. In a healthy office, the internal activities-­
accounting, advertising, scheduling and planning-are only slightly sec­
ondary. Here gathering of statistics is important. No business depends 
more on the effective interpretation of long-term trends, nor is any busi­
ness more subject to seasonal fluctuation and weekly peaks. In most 
communities, there is a strong spring and fall rental and sale season, 
broken by relatively quiet periods during the summer vacation season 
and the winter holidays. In resort cities, the opposite situation may 
exist. Nearly everywhere, prospective buyers do most of their "looking" 
over the week-ends. Prospective renters are especially numerous immedi­
ately after the first of the month. For all these factors, statistical records 
of past years show accurately when the greatest business may be expected. 
The expenditure of the advertising budget and the arrangement of sales-

1en's vacations, as well as the division of their work between active 
neld selling and sales planning at the desk, may be more intelligently 
planned. Even under our present, fluctuating calendar, the future busi­
ness strategy of the real estate office is most adequately handled when 
charted from past records. But how much more valuable these records 
would be if the unpredictable influence of shifting weekdays and wander­
ing holidays could be eliminated. 

No, let no one dispute the real estate man's interest in the calendar, 
nor wonder at his eagerness for an end to finger-counting methods of 
calendar calculation. In common with all other business men, he asks : 
What can be done about it? 

If the year obligingly followed our interest computing plan and actually 
did have 360 days and twelve 30-day months, that would be ideal for real 
estate and all other businesses. Unfortunately, the business world is not 
the only controlling factor. Any changes in the calendar must take into 
consideration the fact that the actual sun-year contains 365¼ days. If 

i arbitrarily clipped our calendar to 360 days, the seasons would start 
~v change their positions, at the alarming rate of almost a week per year; 
and in the course of about a quarter of a century, January would arrive 
during Fourth-of-July weather! 

But there is nothing in the skies that orders us to have a 28-day 
month in February, or to have a straggly procession of short and long 
months arranged without design or pattern. We can at least give our­
selves a much more orderly and sensible calendar than the one now in use. 
The changes required are trifling. No havoc would be wreaked in the 
smooth flow of dates. All leases, contracts, and other business documents 
could proceed practically without change. 
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The real estate man seeks three prime calendar attributes. First of 
all, the lengths of the months should be made as equal as possible. Exact 
inequality is forbidden us, because there is no way in which twelve months 
may be evenly divided into 365 days. However, if we make four of the 
months 31 days long, and the remaining eight months 30 days long, we 
will have a total of 364 days. The 365th day may be readily added to the 
year by a convenient method to be discussed later. 

Secondly, these months of 31 and 30 days should be arranged in an 
orderly, symmetrical pattern. A little experimentation will quickly show 
that the best method is to have the first month of every quarter-year long, 
and the remaining two short. By using this pattern, the four quarter­
years are made equal-each is 91 days l~ng. Under the present haphazard 
arrangement of the months, the lengths of the quarter-years (as determ­
ined by each period of three full months) vary from 90 to 92 days! 

The new equality achieved by the quarter-years under the revise~ 
calendar would make this now neglected unit of time of special value 1 
real estate. It has long been felt, particularly in the case of long-term 
industrial and commercial leases, that monthly rental installments are 
unnecessarily frequent, serving only to generate extra bookkeeping and 
paperwork. In most cases, quarterly payments would be welcomed by 
both parties to such leases. The stimulus to general adoption of the 
quarterly payment plan would be provided by the equal-quarter years of 
the new calendar. 

Also, the lengths of the half-years would be made equal, each 182 days. 
Under the present calendar the last six months of the year total three 
more days than the first six months. Score: 184 to 181. 

The third desirability in the real estate man's ideal calendar is that 
every year must be the same. The absurdity of having weekdays fall on 
different dates every year is perhaps the most troublesome of all the faults 
of our present calendar. If it is necessary to name a future date in a 
real estate document, such as setting the title closing in a contract of sa1n 

someone must leaf through the calendar to determine whether or not t 
proposed date falls on a Sunday or a holiday. If the date happens to fall 
within the next calendar year, someone must hunt up the almanac. 

Now, there is both a simple reason for the above difficulty and a simple 
solution. We often think of the year as containing exactly 52 weeks. Act­
ually, this is not the case. Our present calendar year of 365 days contains 
52-1/7 weeks and 52-2/ 7 weeks in leap year. Hence, every year ends by 
jutting over one or two days beyond the allotted span of 52 weeks. This 
year, 1947, began on a Wednesday; 1948 will begin on a· Thursday, and 
1949 (because of leap-year day in the preceding year) will begin on a 
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Saturday. To look at it in another way, the year holds a steady pace, 
while the weeks run "fast." Trying to organize one's business by this 
calendar is like trying to catch trains with a badly geared watch, in which 
the long hand circles 65 minutes in an hour while the short hand runs on 
time. 

To see how this situation may be cured, let us pick out an ordinary year, 
such as 1950, which starts on a Sunday. And now, let us page through 
the 1950 calendar to about mid-December ... 15 December falls on a Fri­
day, 20 December a Wednesday, 25 December on a Monday, 30 December 
a Saturday. If only 31 December could be skipped! Then 1 January, 
1951, like the preceding year, would also fall on a Sunday; and 1950 and 
1951-and all years thereafter, provided the same method were followed­
would be exactly alike, with weekdays and month-dates forever linked 
together. 

Skip 31 December! Is it possible? Well, let's see, we already do some-
ing like that in leap year, when we add an extra day to February to catch 

up to true sun time. Suppose in this case we merely add an extra day at 
the end of the final week in the year. Then, 30 December, 1950, would con­
tinue to fall on a Saturday; 31 December would fall on the extra day, and 
1 January, 1951, on a Sunday. And there we have it! 

As a further refinement, 31 December should be a holiday named, say, 
Year-End Day, in order to maintain the 31-30-30 quarter-year pattern 
during the final quarter of the year in our new calendar, and to emphasize 
the distinctive character of the day-not a day of any month nor of any 
week, but a day of the year. 

Year-End Day would serve a further purpose beyond taking up the 
annoying slack which now exists between weeks and years. Previously, 
we have pointed out that the desirable equal-quarter calendar of four 31-
day and eight 30-day months makes up a total of 364 days. Year-End Day 
would provide the one extra day required to round out the full year. Our 
ideal business calendar is now complete! 

The above changes are not mere idle speculation. They have already 
oeen worked out in detail in The World Calendar, a new and businesslike 
method of measuring time proposed for world-wide adoption on 1 January, 
1950. This modern calendar provides for all three of our specified desira­
bilities : months made more equal in length; months symmetrically ar­
ranged, with corollary exact equality of the quarter-years and half-years; 
and dates and weekdays joined permanently together, with every year the 
same. 

The changes required from the old calendar may be summed up in a 
breath. February has gained two days (a reform long overdue!) ; April, 
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formerly 30 days long, has gained one day; and March, May, August, and 
December, formerly each 31 days long, have each been shortened by one 
day. The other months remain exactly the same. Leap-Year Day is han­
dled the same way as Year-End Day, by intercalating an extra day. How­
ever, we will no longer give this extra day to February, which in the new 
calendar has already been increased to the respectable length of 30 days. 
Instead, it may be inserted at the logical mid-year point, between 30 June 
and 1 July of every fourth year. Like Year-End Day, it will owe allegiance 
to no week nor month, but be truly and appropriately a holiday of the year. 

With the adoption of The World Calendar, the majority of the date 
difficulties of real estate offices will come to an end. With more equal 
months arranged in a repeating pattern, new equity will be achieved in 
leases and month-to-month tenancies. Larger rentals will shift to the new 
equal quarterly basis, with consequent economies in accounting procedure, 
particularly in those offices which specialize in property manageme1 
Because all years will be alike, accurate, uncomplicated and permam __ _ 
tabulations can be figured, once and for all, to determine the just appor­
tionment of income and expenses when property is sold. The computation 
of interest on mortgages, insurance, taxes, water rates, and the host of 
other figures that go into the sale and rental of real estate will be made 
easy. To determine the weekday on which any future date will fall will 
become as simple as twelve times twelve, and as effortlessly remembered. 
The internal machinery of the real estate office will acquire new smooth­
ness based on statistics free from calendar errors. Customers and pros­
pects will be more adequately informed on their own financial status, 
reflecting the efficient operation of household budgets under The World 
Calendar pattern of more nearly equal months and identical years. In 
fact, the number of income-earning days in a single month will always be 
exactly the same, that-is, 26 days. Budgeteers will be able to plan ahead 
for their home more accurately than ever before. 

I would like to call the attention of my fellow real estate men to , 
final aspect of the new World Calendar. An inspiring proposal has b ___ _ 
made in connection with the two new stabilizing days devised by this 
calendar, which we have called Year-End Day and Leap-Year Day. The 
suggestion is that these days be set aside as universal holidays, dedicated 
to permanent peace, on which men of all nations, races, and creeds will 
renew their pledges for the security and happiness of homes throughout 
the world. On this note, transcending considerations of business, we may 
indeed join our voices to call for the speedy adoption of The World 
Calendar. 
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A NEW CALENDAR 
By A. ]. Vincent, Associate Editor of The Notre Damean 

The students of that distinguished Catholic institution in 
the United States, the Notre Dame Seminary, publish a 
quarterly "with ecclesiastical approbation." This article ap• 
pears in the issue dated January 1947. 
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AS old as the counting of time, and therefore as old as the history of 
.fl_ civilized man, is the problem of the calendar. As long ago as the be­

ginning of recorded history in Egypt, men realized that there was a 
cycle in the seasons of the earth which depended on what they thought was 
the rotation of the sun around the earth. It did not take long to conceive 

i idea of counting the number of days in the complete cycle, and making 
~ucJ.t number of · days the standard of time measurement. The earlier at­
tempts, however, made an effort to keep up not only with the sun, but also 
with the phases of the moon. Thus, we have the Jews of ancient times 
using a luni-solar calendar which they adopted from the Sumerians of the 
Tigris-Euphrates region. Since their month consisted in the time that the 
moon took to pass through its phases, it contained only about twenty-nine 
and a half days, and the year, accordingly, lasted only about 354 days. But 
since the cycle of seasons depending on the sun consumed some 365 days, 
the lunar year was short by about 11 days. To meet this deficiency, an 
extra month was inserted every third year.* An adaptation of this system 
is still in use today as the Jewish religious calendar. 

The early Roman calendar was similar to the Jewish one, except that 
the Romans had no definite rules concerning the extra months. By the time 
Julius Caesar came to power, the carelessness in the matter had resulted 
.__ ~he ridiculous situation of the calendar's being a whole season wrong. 

en the calendar indicated the beginning of spring, the weather indicated 
the beginning of winter. Caesar, eager to do something about the situation, 
called the astronomer Sosigenes from Alexandria, and with his help de­
vised what was known as the Julian calendar. In the new system, the 
moon was ignored, and the year divided into twelve months of almost equal 
length, making 365 days in the year. Realizing that the year really con­
sisted of about 365¼ days, he added an extra day to the month of Feb­
ruary every fourth year. After a few shiftings of days from one month to 

• EDITOR'S NOTE: The Jewish calendar is based on a. 19-year cycle with seven inter­
calations. 
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another, the calendar finally assumed the form which we still use. But 
there was one serious error in it. The year is actually about 11 minutes 
shorter than the 365¼ days which Caesar and Sosigenes had calculated. 
The error amounted to almost one day every 128 years, and by the year 
1600, it was nearly two weeks wrong. 

Because the spring equinox determined the date of Easter, Pope 
Gregory XIII, in 1582, decided to bring the calendar date for the equinox 
back to the actual solar date. He called together a special commission, and 
after a thorough study of the question, they decided upon two important 
changes. 

GREGORIAN REFORM 

The first change was to correct the ten-day error, by decreeing that the 
ten days following 4 October in 1582 should be dropped, and that 4 October 
of that year should be followed by 15 October. This caused all sorts of cc-­
fusion, particularly among some of the more simple folk, who thought th« 
entire lives were being shorte~ed by almost two weeks, and also in the 
Protestant and Schismatic countries, which would have nothing to do with 
the Popish plottings against the laws of nature. In fact, England did not 
adopt the change until 1752, and Russia not until 1918. Turkey kept the 
Julian calendar until 1927, and it is still used in the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 

The second change which Pope Gregory introduced was his famous leap­
year rule. This rule is as follows: Every year whose number is divisible 
by 4 is a leap year. Century years are not leap years unless divisible by 
400. This calculation was so exact that it averages an error of only 26 
seconds per year, and it will take the calendar some 3,300 years to accumu­
late a single extra day! 

THE PROBLEM 

But the Pope left the Julian calendar otherwise unchanged. And ev",. 
since his time, mathematicians and astronomers have been trying to ref o 
the internal structure of the 365-day year. The problem is to divide the 
365 days into a number of equal months. Under the present system we 
have 52 weeks1 and one day over, arranged into seven months of 31 days, 
four months of 30 days, and one month of 28 days (in leap years, 29 days). 
In this arrangement, the two halves of the year are of unequal length, and 
even the quarters within the same half are not the same. Moreover, be­
cause of the one day more than 52 weeks, the first day of the year con­
stantly changes from one day of the week to the next, and if we include 
the leap years, we find that there are 14 different patterns for the ar-
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rangement of the days in the year, and that these patterns follow each 
other in a complicated cycle that takes 400 years to complete itself! 

Obviously, the crux of the whole question is the extra day, or, in leap 
years, the two extra days. Auguste Comte suggested a sort of 13-month 
arrangement as a possible solution almost a century ago, but the plan was 
too impractical to be seriously considered. The first practical suggestion 
came from an Italian priest, the Abbe Mastrofini, in 1834. His plan was to 
insert an extra day between the last day of December and the first of Jan­
uary. In leap years, a second extra day would be added. This suggestion 
has been put into a very practical form in The World Calendar. According 
to this proposal, the year is divided into four quarters of three months 
each (keeping the same names of the months that we now use), with 31 
days in the first month of each quarter and 30 days in each of the other 
two. The four quarters are alike in every respect, and the first of the 

iar always falls on Sunday. Changing to such a calendar would bring 
1estimable advantages to Industry, Labor, Transportation, Communica­

tions, Finance, Law, Educational Programs, Merchandising, Government 
and World Relations. 

CALENDAR A.ND CHURCH 
But the question always comes up: What about the Church and the 

Liturgical Ye~r with its feast days? A glance at the more important state­
ments from ecclesiastical authorities will give us a fairly clear notion of 
the mind of the Church in the matter. To begin with, the whole idea came 
originally from the Italian priest, Abbe Mastrofini. Then, in 1896, M. 
Foerster, Director of the Observatory of Berlin, tried to work out a plan 
for fixing Easter on one particular Sunday once and for all. He received a 
rather encouraging note about the plan from Cardinal Rampolla, Vatican 
Secretary of State at the time. In 1898, Ephemerides Liturgicae published 
a series of articles favoring the reform, and a rath~r powerful movement 
arose in the Balkans, but like its predecessor under Foerster, the move-

mt died in its infancy. 
A little known, but nonetheless important development, important be­

cause it came from those whose concern with the Liturgical calendar is so 
patent, occurred in 1907. In that year, the superiors of all the Benedictine 
Congregations met in Rome under the presidency of Dom Guepin of 
Solesmes. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed reform 
of the monastic breviary. While the sessions were in progress, the question 
came up of calendar reform, and a unanimous vote was given for the re­
form both of the calendar and of the date for the celebration of Easter.. 

When the Congress of Boston met in 1912, the question was finally pre-
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sented to the Vatican, and the matter of actually instituting a universal 
and invariable calendar with a fixed date for Easter was referred to the 
Pope for ultimate decision and decisive action. Pius X declined to take the 
initiative, stating that the reform of the civil calendar belonged rather to 
the civil authorities; the Holy Father, however, approved the principles of 
the reform, and assured the world that the Church was ready to adapt its 
religious year to the new calendar if and when it should be introduced. And 
it is reliably reported that Pius XI once said to the late Cardinal Bau­
drillart of the Catholic Institute of Paris, that he was inclined to admit the 
need for fixing the date of Easter and that it might be done to great ad­
vantage. 

To supplement these evidences from authority that the Church has no 
objection to the new calendar, in fact, even encourages it, Dom Cabrol pub­
lished an article in 1911 giving the reasons why we should be justified in 
disregarding the moon in our determination of Easter, and fixing it on : 
definite day for every year. The eminent French authority on the liturgj , 
Abbe Chauve-Bertrand, has taken up the work of Dom Cabrol and the 
Benedictines, and adds the proposal to begin the year with the winter 
solstice, concluding with the question: "What Julius Caesar dared not do 
(nor later, Gregory XIII) why cannot we accomplish today?" 

PRACTICAL PROPOSALS 
•· In recent years the movement has become more active and organized, 

and has put forth a number of highly practical ideas. Foremost among the 
proponents of the change is The World Calendar Association, Inc., with 
headquarters in New York. This organization has correspondents in all 
parts of the world, and has done more than any other for bringing about 
the desired reform. The Association publishes a quarterly Journal of 
Calendar Reform which presents the last word on current angles of the 
question. It is this Association which has promoted the plan to change from 
the Gregorian to the new calendar on 1 January, 1950. For in that year, 
1 January of the Gregorian calendar and 1 January of the new calend: 
both fall on the same day of the week, Sunday. No one who considers tl • .., 
advantages of the change can long entertain any serious objections to this 
plan, since the only really noticeable change as far as everyday life is con­
cerned would be to make all the quarters alike, and the moving of leap-year 
day from tfte end of February to the end of June. 

The most recent and probably the most important development toward 
the reform was the introduction of a bill into the House of Representatives 
of the U. S. Congress on 15 July, 1946. This bill has for its purpose "to im­
prove the calendar by making it perpetual, by equalizing the quarters of 
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the year, and fixing holidays." Action on the bill was not expected until the 
next Congress should convene, but the prospects for the change are promis­
ing. It is significant that the bill was introduced under bipartisan auspices. 
The calendar which it proposes is the one known as The World Calendar, 
the one proposed by The World Calendar Association. It has the endorse­
ment of business men, astronomers, ecclesiastics, and almost all other 
professional groups. 

THE EXTRA DAY 

The only aspect of the change that might give rise to some difference of 
opinion is the question of what to do with the extra day at the end of the 
year. The World Calendar Association would make it an international 
holiday, while a more specific suggestion was made by Congressman Karl 
E. Mundt, who in an address to the House of Representatives last July 

roposed "that the final day of each year ... be set aside as a world holiday 
o be known as Universal Peace Day and dedicated in every country of the 

world to the important task of building in the hearts and minds and souls 
of all mankind the precepts of thought and the habits of action which will 
lead to permanent peace and universal equity." The idea is commendable, 
but a better plan might be to allow the Church to designate a religious fes­
tival for the Year-End Day, and carry out our civic celebrations accord­
ingly. When it is a question of "building in the hearts and minds and 
souls of all mankind precepts of thought and habits of action," the question 
is no longer primarily civil, but religious. 

If the proposed legislation becomes law, it will naturally affect only the 
United States. But, in a world which has learned to look to America for 
military strength and material progress, such a change would no doubt 
serve as an incentive for similar action in other countries. After centuries 
of arguing and agitating, the needed reform at last seems to be nearing 
actuality. It will apparently be the honor of the United States to make the 

icisive step. 

ENDORSEMENTS 

THE American Association of Scientific Workers ,on 22 February, 1947, adopted a 
resolution approving The World Calendar. Word has come from "down under" that 

the Wellington Branch of the Royal Society of New Zealand has taken similar action. 
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STATEMENTS BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
This compilation of excerpts from the statements by govern• 
ment officials lists their position at the time of their pro­
nouncement. 

JAMES V. ALLRED, 
Governor of Texas. 

W. T. BAWDEN, 
Assistant Commissioner of 
the United States Office of 
Education. 

HENRY W. BEARCE, 
United States Bureau of 
Standards. 

L. P. BETHEA. 
Assistant Secretary, Board of 
Governors, Federal Reserve 
System. 

WILLIAM A. BLAIR, 
Chairman, State Board of 
Public Welfare, North Caro­
lina. 

ERNEST R. BRYAN, 
Chief, Division of Informa­
tion, National Archives. 

ROBERT J. BULKLEY, 
U. S. Senator, Ohio. 

ARTHUR CAPPER, 
U. S. Senator, Kansas. 

LYMAN CARRIER, 
Chief Agronomist, Soil Ero­
sion Service. 

FRANK COUZENS, 
U. S. Senator, Michigan. 

WILBUR L. CROSS, 
Governor of Connecticut. 

COLGATE W. DARDEN, JR., 
Congressman, Virginia. 

I shall be glad to cooperate. 

Simplification of the calendar is greatly needed in 
the educational field. 

The most satisfactory arrangement is to have each 
quarter of the year contain one 31-day month fr,L 
lowed by two months of 30 days each. 

We hope for further progress in the movement. 

Keep up the good work. 

Your calendar plan has much to commend it. 

I feel very favorable to the suggestion. 

I am favorable to this proposal. 

I am entirely in favor of your plan. 

I will be very glad to approach the matter sympa­
thetically. 

I approve of an international convention to take 
action. 

The suggestion meets with my approval. 
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FREDERIC A. DELANO, 
Chairman, National 
Resources Planning Board. 

ANTHONY J. DIAMOND, 
Congressional Delegate, 
Alaska. 

D. J. DRISCOLL, 
Congressman, Pennsylvania. 

MATTHEW A. DUNN, 
Congressman, Pennsylvania. 

JOSEPH B. EASTMAN, 
Federal Coordinator of 
Transportation. 

ANDREW EDMISTON, 
';ongressman, West Virginia. 

... .ELLSBERG, 
Commander, U.S.N.R. 

JOSEPH B. ELY, 
Governor of Massachusetts. 

JOHN H. FAHEY, 
Chairman, Federal Home 
Loan Bank Board. 

ROBERT FECHNER, 
Director of Emergency Con­
servation Work. 

PHILIP B. FLEMING, 
Major General, U.S.A., Ad­
ministrator, Federal Works 
Agency. 

P. L. GASSAWAY, 
-ongressman, Oklahoma. 

.. ~ .. PH F. GATES, 
Governor of Indiana. Mem­
ber Governors' A d v i s o r y 
Committee of The World 
Calendar Association. 

GUY GILLETTE, Ill, 
Congressman, Iowa. 

E. E. GOOD, 
Judge, Nebraska Supreme 
Court. 

I hope you succeed. 

I om in favor of the calendar reform suggested. 

I have been interested for a long time. 

I con see no reason why anyone would hesitate to 
support such a progressive move. 

For the railroad industry reform of the calendar 
would have marked advantages. 

I shall be very glad to do what I con to cooperate. 

The World Calendar offers the best solution . 

Both suggestions seem sensible. 

I om glad to see that progress is being mode. 

The United States could well assume the responsi­
bility for international action. 

I hove felt for a long time that the present calendar 
is a pretty awkward instrument. 

I will very gladly support a measure to that effect. 

I con see where this proposed pion conta ins much 
merit . .. I will consent for you to consider me on 
your Governors' Advisory Committee. 

Colling of an international convention strikes me as 
a good method of approach. 

Calendar reform is greatly needed for business of 
all kinds, especially for courts .... 
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FINL Y H. GRAY, 
Congressman, Indiana. 

PAUL R. GREEVER, 
Congressman, Wyoming. 

W.R. GREGG, 
Chief of the United States 
Weather Bureau. 

ANTHONY J. GRIFFIN, 
Congressman, New York. 

JOSE. GUISASOLA, 
Admiral, Chief of Staff of 
the Argentine Navy. 

FREDERICK HALE, 
U. S. Senator, Maine. 

J. F. HELLWEG, 
Commodore, U.S.N. (Ret.}, 
Superintendent of the United 
States Naval Observatory. 

CLYDE LaVERNE HERRING, 
Governor of Iowa. 

F. F. HILL, 
Governor, Farm Credit Ad­
ministration. 

FRANK T. HINES, 
Administrator, Veterans Ad­
ministration. 

R. P. HOBSON, 
Rear Admiral, U.S.N. (Ret.) 

JOHN B. HOLLISTER, 
Congressman, Ohio. 

HENRY HORNER, 
Governor of Illinois. 

E. M. HOUSE, 
Colonel. 

HAMILTON F. KEAN, 
U. S. Senator, New Jersey. 

JEFFERSON R. KEEN, 
General, U.S.A. (Ret.) 
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I am greatly interested in the principle of the sta­
bilized calendar. 

It looks very reasonable to me. 

I am keenly interested in this subject. 

I shall do all I can to promote its adoption. 

May I recommend to the people of the United 
States that they study The World Calendar and 
accelerate the world-wide movement for its adop­
tion. 

The World Calendar undoubtedly has many advan­
tages. 

My advice ... devote our energies to the only pro­
posal which meets all the requirements of the situa­
tion with a minimum of upheaval and a maximum 
of benefits. 

I shall favor any plan whereby the aims indicated 
may be carried out. 

We are interested in any constructive steps taken 
in this direction . 

It would doubtless accomplish much toward simpli­
fying operations. 

The purpose of your calendar is as deep as the life 
of humanity. 

I am heartily in favor of calendar reform. 

Calendar reform is now ripe for action. 

I hope you may be successful. 

I am in favor of your plan ... will do anything to 
help you. 

I will always have a good word to say about The 
World Calendar. 
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ISADOR LUBIN, 
United States Commissioner 
of Labor Statistics. 

PAUL V. McNUTT, 
Governor of Indiana. 

JAMES R. MEAD, 
U. S. Senator, New York. 

SCHUYLER MERRITT, 
Congressman, Connecticut. 

WILLIAM A. MOFFETT, 
Rear Admiral, Chief of the 
Bureau of Aeronautics of the 
United States Navy. 

A. HARRY MOORE, 
f.;overnor of New Jersey. 

THUR E. MORGAN, 
Chairman, T.V.A. 

WILLIAM FELLOWS 
MORGAN 

WILLIAM H. MURRAY, 
Governor of Oklahoma. 

THOMAS O'MALLEY, 
Congressman, Wisconsin. 

JOHN 0. PASTORE, 
Governor of Rhode Island. 
Member Governors' Advisory 
Committee of The World 
Calendar Association. 

E. B. PATTON, 
Director, Division of Statis­
tics, Department of Labor, 

!W York. 
\::71rrORD PINCHOT, 

Governor of Pennsylvania. 

JAMES P. POPE, 
U. S. Senator, Idaho. 

HERBERT H. RAPP, 
Assistant Chief, United States 
Bureau of Efficiency. 

DAVID AIKEN REED, 
U. S. Senator, Pennsylvania. 
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I am fully in accord with the resolution. 

I am heartily in favor of the proposed World 
Calendar. 

A universal plan initiated at an international con­
vention should prove effective. 

I hope the reform may be accomplished . 

A revised calendar is inevitable . ... The movement 
is making slow but steady progress toward accept­
ance. 

The initiative for this calendar reform may very 
properly come from the United States. 

I am in favor of international action on calendar 
revision. 

I heartily approve the calendar reform. 

I agree with you on this proposition. 

The United States could be the prime mover in this. 

I shall be happy to serve as a member of your 
Committee. 

I am heartily in favor of The World Calendar. 

I am heartily in favor of this project. 

I will be glad to cooperate in any way possible. 

The perpetual feature of the new calendar will be 
a tremendous boon to every business that makes 
comparisons with previous records. 

The suggestion would meet with my entire approval. 
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ALBERT C. RITCHIE, 
Governor of Maryland. 

L. S. ROWE, 
Director General, Pan Amer­
ican Union. 

LEONARD W. SCHULTZ, 
Congressman, Illinois. 

BYRON N. SCOTT, 
Congressman, California. 

ALEJANDRO SERANI, 
Chilean Minister of Labor. 

DAVID SHOLTZ, 
Governor of Florida. 

C. DAVID STELLING, 
Honorary Secretary, Parlia­
mentary Committee on Cal­
endar Reform, London. 

ELBERT DUNCAN THOMAS, 
U. S. Senator, Utah. 

W. H. THOMPSON, 
U. S. Senator, Nebraska. 

WILLIAM M. TUCK, 
Governor of Virginia. Mem­
ber Governors' Advisory 
Committee of The World 
Calendar Association. 

F. B. UPHAM, 
Rear Admiral, U.S.N. 

C. B. VINCENT, 
Consul General, Haiti. 

JAMES W. WADSWORTH, 
Congressman, New York. 

MABEL WALKER 
WILLEBRANDT 

RANSOME J. WILLIAMS, 
Governor of South Carolina. 
Member Governors' Advis­
ory Committee of The World 
Calendar Association. 

The subject naturally interests me. 

I am personally strongly in favor of calendar re­
form. 

I will be happy to support it. 

There is every reason for revision and practically no 
reasons for objecting. 

This Ministry finds such a project very advanta­
geous. 

Will be pleased to do what I can in this connection. 

Once the new ·calendar has been instituted, 
shall wonder why we were so long in bringing ab 
so simple and advantageous a change. 

I favor calendar reform and am not opposed to 
our country taking the lead. 

I favor a change in the calendar. 

I shall be glad to do anything I can to assist you 
in your undertaking. 

I am indeed happy to learn of the progress being 
made. 

The World Calendar will remove annoying friction. 

. .. It appeals to me at first flush rather strongly. 

I am very much in sympathy with the movement. 

It will be a pleasure for me to accept and I will be 
glad to cooperate in any way possible. 
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CU RR ENT PR ESS CO MMENT 
New Year-New Calendar? 
Lincoln (Ill.) Courier 
2 Janiiary, 1947 

THE beginning of a new year means that 
each of us, whether we be a government, 

corporation or individual, must use a new 
calendar. The world has today finally at­
tained a standard clock and comparatively 
recently adopted standard time, the inter­
national date-line and fixed time zones. 

Almost the only standard used in the 
world which changes each year is the calen­
dar. Under the present Gregorian calendar, 
a revision of the calendar devised by Julius 
Caesar 2,000 years ago, each year differs. 

year starts on a different day of the 
:. Holiday:s jump like grasshoppers all 

over the week. Months vary in length with­
out a consistent pattern. The quarter-year 
is not stable. Is it beyond man's ingenuity 
to devise a perpetual, stable, fixed calen­
dar? 

Such a calendar has been in the making. 
Over a hundred years ago, in 1834, a priest 
suggested that the calendar be fashioned 
on the basis of 364 days, and that the 365th 

• day, and a leap-year day, be treated as ex­
tra days. This principle has been adopted 
by calendar reformers ever since. The 
League of Nati-ons studied hundreds of cal­
endar plans and finally discarded them in 
favor of the 12-month equal-quarter World 
Calendar. 

In the closing days of the last session of 
the Congress of the United States bills 
were introduced under bipartisan auspices 
i: ;h the House and Senate for adop-
t ,f The World Calendar, 1 January, 
1950. This date was suggested to allow 
the time necessary to prepare for the 
change; and on that date both the present 
calendar and The World Calendar begin 
the year on Sunday, and thus the transi­
tion would be hardly perceptible. 

The World Calendar has also been placed 
before the United Nations as a desirable 
change in the interest of commerce, in­
dustry, education, science and all other 
activities of men in all nations, and for the 
benefit of international life. 

How desirable it is that all the peoples 
of the world start rthe year at the same 
time! Is it not obviously preferable that 
people use one time-table for their lives? 
With the speed of communications and 
trans·portation, is it not absolutely neces­
sary that a single standard of time regu­
late the lives of everyone on earth if we 
are to synchronize plans, harmonize 
thought and act in unison? 

The United States has long been a 
pioneer and leader of the world in estab­
lishing and improving standards for pro­
<luction. Too long has improvement of the 
time-table of our lives been deferred. It 
is to be hoped that Congress will act favor­
r.bly in regard to The World Calendar 
when legislation is reintroduced during the 
session which convenes 3 January. 

The World Calendar has been officially 
approved by Afghanistan, Brazil, Chile 
C,bina, Esthonia, Greece, Hungary, Mexico: 
Norway, Panama, Peru, Spain, Turkey and 
Uruguay. Many other nations are ready 
to do so. Quite possibly all will do so. The 
immediate task for full presentation of the 
subject, its study and an opportunity to 
register the decision of the nations of the 
world is the responsibility of the United 
Nations. 

Let us hope that our archaic and obsolete 
calendar, promulgated in 1582, will be re­
placed in 1950 by The World Calendar. 

Calendar Reformer 
London (Eng.) Evening News 
February, 1947 

V ISIT to this country, a fortnight ago, of 
elderl:y, grey-haired Miss Elisabeth 

Acher.is, President of The World Calendar 
Association, seems to be bearing fruit. She 
flew from New York to convert Britain to 
a 364-day calendar plus an extra day. 

Now I hear that Lord Merthyr is to 
urge the Government in the House of Lords 
today to support - at next September's 
U N O session-the adoption of a reformed 
calendar. 
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EXCERPTS AND REVIEWS 
Congress Makes New History 

By FRITZ FALKENBERG 
From Current-Argus, Carlsbad, N . M., 10 
November, 19~6 

FOR the first time in the history of the 
United States the Congress has officially 

considered the subject of Time with rela­
tion to the passing of the days and years 
and into the centuries ahead. 

Congress, since its birth, has considered 
Time in other regards, such as setting the 
hands of the clock back and wasting it, but 
the 79th Congress actually has a House 
Resolution in the hopper having to deal 
with the acceptance of The World Calen­
dar already endorsed by many nations and 
by hundreds of scientific, business, educa­
tion, labor, fraternal groups and chambers 
of commerce as well as independent clubs. 

New Calendar For Business 
By DR. ROY K. MARSHALL 
Science Editor 

From "Days of Our Years," Philadelphia Bul­
letin, Pa., £8 January, 1947 

IF you're a businessman, you have prob­
ably looked through the 1947 calendar 

to see how the holidays and week-ends fall. 
It's important to you, if your margin of 
profit is small and your net rprofit depends 
on steady volume, to see just how you must 
plan your advertising for the year, to cir­
cumvent the vagaries of the calendar. 

The attitude of many toward the calen­
dar is that it's a poor thing, but our own. 
It could become a more useful framework 
for our activities and only lethargy will 
prevent this desirable end. 

Calendars A.re Snappy 
By JOHN F. SEMBOWER 
From News, Ironton, Ohio, !7 December, 19 16 

DON'T take that new 1947 calendar too 
much for granted. Ask almost any 

astronomer, and he will tell you that when 
you junk the old calendar and hang a 

bright new model in its place, you really 
will ·be throwing away a mighty fine time­
piece and putting another one in its place. 

He would probably also assure you that 
the recorder of our days, weeks, months 
and years is more wonderful than the finest 
watch that we use to measure seconds, min­
utes and hours. But instead of setting it 
right now and then, as you do with a watch, 
we replace it altogether every 12 months 
to keep it up-to-date. 

Far from ,taking the calendar as a mat­
ter of course, as most people seem to, the 
astronomers have been quarreling since the 
beginning of time over how it should be set 
up. 

The calendars that will clutter the 
cans in a few days, as well as their 
placements, are known officially as Gre­
gorian calendars. 

The modern calendar is so accurate that 
it will take 3,000 years for an error of a 
single day to accumulate, but such exact­
ness is a comparatively recent develop­
n:ent and still does not satisfy some of the 
experts, like those at the famous Adler 
Planetarium in Chicago, where calendar 
research continually goes on. • 

Some of the stargazers, pointing out that 
no major changes have been made for a 
long time in the calendar we use, argue 
that already we are in a rut so far as the 
calendar is concerned. They point out that 
it is a time-honored custom to modernize 
the calendar, and that it should be done 
whenever a better idea comes along. 

England and the American Colonie r 
instance, adopted a calendar refo: l 

couple of centuries ago that drop-ped 11 
days out of existence. They had to do it 
because the old calendar's clutch was slip­
ping and the seasons were getting out of 
kilter. 

Although winter was stopped from work­
ing gradually around toward summer on 
the calendar, historians have had a head­
ache ever since over those lost days. They 
point out that when George Washington 
was born ,the calendar on the wall read 
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11 February, not the 22 February we 
celebrate. 

At the ·bottom of all the trouble over 
the calendar ,is the fact that i,t is purely 
man-made, and man has no control over 
the movements of the universe which he 
tries to time. 

The World Calendar 
From The National Catholic Almanac, 1947, 
Holy Name College, Washington, D. C. 

T HE year is composed, roughly, of 365¼ 
days. In our Gregorian calendar, the 

extra quarter of a day is set aside until 
every fourth year, which then counts 366 
days instead of 365 and becomes a "leap 
year." 

l'either 365 nor 366 is exactly divisible 
• 7, the number of days in a week. Hence, 

successive years begin on different days 
and have different patterns. To remedy 
this, various "reforms" have been sug­
gested. 

One general class of such suggestions 
would give each year 364 days, and instead 
of counting the extra day (two days in leap 
years) in the ordinary line-up of weekdays, 
the extra day ( or days) would be se­
questered, so to speak, and given a name 
of its own. Every year would then consist 
of 52 full weeks, plus one or two "extra" 
or "stabilizing" days-the World Holidays. 
This arrangement would make every year 
begin on the same day, and give every day 
of each month the same date in successive 
years. 

There have been two principal varieties 
--t ·his proposal. One would give the year 

nonths of 28 days each-a total again 
v. v64. This plan has been ,traced back to 
an article in Scot's Magazine for July, 
1745, by a "Mr. Urban of Maryland." Its 
origin is more popularly attributed to 
Auguste Comte, who published an article 
on it in 1849. The 13-month plan makes 
demands that a r e altogether too radical. It 
would lose all approximate correspondence 
with comparable dates in our present cal­
endar, would introduce a new month, would 
be based on an indivisible unit of calcula­
tion (13), would offend the superstitious, 
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etc. Today the 13-month calendar is hard­
ly mentioned, since it was definitely 
rejected by the League of Nations author­
ities entrusted with the study of calendar 
reform proposals. The same is true of in­
wrcalary week or month schemes. 

The other plan of 12 months with its 
"extra" or "stabilizing" days was first pro­
posed in its essential features by a Catholic 
priest, Marco Mastrofini, who published a 
work on it in Rome in 1834. The World 
Calendar is an improvement on ,this plan, 
having equalized the quarter-years. Now 
widely recognized as ,a calendar authority, 
The World Calendar Association is located 
at 630 Fifth Avenue, New York City; Pres­
ident, Miss Elisabeth Achelis. The World 
Calendar produces symmetry by giving 
each quarter of the year three months with 
respectively 31, 30 and 30 days. Every 
year ·begins on Sunday, ,as does also every 
quar,ter. The second month in each quarter 
begins on Wednesday, the third on Friday. 
The basic number 12, handily d,ivisible by 
2, 3, 4, and 6, is thus kept in a logical ar­
rangement. In many cases, dates in the 
new calendar, when paralleled with ,the old, 
are the same: there is never a difference 
of more than two days. The added day in 
ordinary years, called Year-End Day, fol­
lows 30 December. The second additional 
day of leap years, called Leap-Year Day, 
follows 30 June. Both days would be World 
Holidays. Fourteen nations and many or­
ganizations have approved The World Cal­
endar. 

Easter could be fixed in The World Cal­
endar for Sunday, 8 April. While Easter 
stabilization has economic and social as­
pects, it is predominantly a religious ques­
tion and one that must be dealt wLth by 
religious authorities. The rearranging of 
the calendar need not, therefore, of neces­
sity imply the fixing of movable ecclesiasti­
cal feas,ts. 

Many religious authorities, including 
Catholic priests and scholars, find no basic 
difficulty in the idea of one or two stabiliz­
ing days. The Va:tican has declared that 
there are no dogmatic objections to calen­
dar reform. This statemen,t seems to cover 
both fixation of movable feasts and use of 
the World Holidays. 
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FRO M THE MAIL BAG 
I have read it (The World Calendar) 

with interest, and I hope your scheme will 
receive full consideration from the Eco­
nomic and Social Council when it meets.­
Tihe Rt. Hon. Sir Alexander Cadogan, 
United Kingdom Delegate to the United 
Nations. 

In looking at the Journal for the third 
quarter of 1946, I am very much interesited 
to note the tremendous progress made in 
advancing The World Calendar for con­
sideration by the resolutions introduced in 
the Seventy-ninth Congress; also the 
splendid presentation by Congressman 
Mundt .... It sums up the advarutages bet­
ter than any previous statement and in a 
very concise way.-Charles K. Robinson, 
Attorney, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Heartiest congratulations on your suc­
cess. I found the Third Quarter number 
of the Journal of Calendar Reform most 
inspiring.-Dr. David G. Stead, W atsons 
Bay, N.S.W., Australia. 

I think there is much to commend the 
type of calendar that you and your col­
leagues are proposing. I certainly hope 
that some time in the not too distant future 
such a change will be forthcoming. I am 
quite sure that once adopted we would all 
find i-t a welcome and helpful change from 
the .present variable calendar which we now 
use. - WiUiam Plummer, Jr., Pres., Hires 
Turner Glass Co., Philadelphia. 

The problems of administering educa­
tional institutions Wli.ll be greatly simplified 
by the adoption of The World Calendar.­
W. J. McConnell, Pres., North Texas State 
Teachers College, Denton, Tex. 

It's the most sensible thing that could be 
done in a long time.-Joseph Sylvanovich, 
Exeter, Pa. 

Reading about your new World Calendar 
in our Los Angeles Times, I can see where 
your new streamlined calendar will accom­
plish much if the House passes ,the bill, and 
that everyone using the new calendar ·wm 
enjoy the simplicity of it.-Mark Andrews, 
No. Hollywood, Cal. 

I congratulate you on pr,ogress being 
made. I am completely in accord.-Prof. 
Carleton A. Wheeler, Peterborough, N. H. 

As Professor of Astronomy, Canon Law 
and Li,turgy, I am very interested in the 
reform of the present calendar. - Rev. 
Clarence J. d'Entremont, Gros Pin, Quebec. 

I have been your member for many years. 
I am convinced and remain convinced that 
The World Calendar is a great forward 
step in the interest of the whole world and 
must be taken at an early date. The more 
I think of it, the more convinced I become, 
and I would much rather have United Na­
tions than individual nations do it.-R 
Deshmukh, High Commissioner for l 
in the Union of So. Africa, Amraoti 
(Berar) India. 

I have been reading the Journal of Calen­
dar Reform as it has arrived at the 
house and I certainly want to congratulate 
you on the last issue. You are doing a 
grand job and you must feel proud that 
acceptance of a World Calendar can't be 
too far away.-Dr. E. H. van Delden, Di­
rector of Industrial Relations, Libby­
Owens-Ford Glass Co., Toledo, 0. 

Your plan of calendar reform should be 
endorsed by every leg:itimate organization 
and every rational individual believing in 
constant social progress because it is scien­
tific in arrangement and structure, and far 
superior ,to our present hit-or-miss Gre­
gorian calendar of confusion. I wish to be 
identified as a supporter of your Vi 
Calendar re£orm.-Headley E. Bailey, 
York, N. Y. 

The move for calendar reform interests 
me very much, and I certainly favor your 
proposal. I want to do what I can to help 
the movement along.-George S. Steele, 
Attorney at Law, Rockingham, N. C. 

We cherish great hope that concerted 
efforts of the United Nations will speedily 
realize universal adoption of this world­
wide calendar.-Chiang Fu-tsung, Dir., 
National Central Library, Nanking, China. 

I 
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ENDORSEMENTS 
Nation, 

Afghanistan, Brazil, Chile, China, Esthonia, Greece, Hungary, 
Mexico, Norway, Panama, Peru, Spain, Turkey, Uruguay 

Organisations 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Institute of Radio Engineers, Board of 

Federation of Chambers of Commerce of Directprs, New York City 
the British Empire Academy of Science of St. Louis 

Association of British Chambers of Com- Astronomical Society of Decatur, Ill. 
merce Astronomical Society of Spain and 

New York State Chamber of Commerce America 
St. Louis Chamber of Commerce American Psychological Association 
Coffeyville, Kan., Chamber of Commerce Assn. of PrQ.fessional Engineers of the 
Galveston Chamber of Commerce Province of New Brunswick 
London Chamber of Commerce Engineering Profession in British Co-
Nationa'l Chamber of Trade (English) 1umbia 
Board of Trustees, Retail Trade Bureau, Australian Branch of the Institute of 

Portland, Ore. Physics 
Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce Detroit Astronomical Society 
Junior Chamber of Commerce of Pitts- National Institute of Planning and Social 

burgh Reform of the Republic of Cuba 
rille, Ky., Chamber of Commerce Royal Astronomical Society of Canada: 
aster, Pa., Chamber of Commerce Centres at Toronto, Winnipeg, Edmon-

vu .. ,berland, Md., Chamber of Commerce ton, Montreal 
Chillicothe, Mo., Chamber of Commerce Science Society of China 
Hagerstown, Md., Chamber of Commerce 
Chicago Association of Commerce . 
Hibbing, Minn., Chamber of Commerce 
Independence, Kan., Chamber of Com-

merce 
Olean, N. Y., Chamber of Commerce 
Council of Board of Trade, Halifax, Nova 

Scotia 
English Chambers of Commerce: Brad­

f or d, Nottingham, Wolverhampton, 
Dewsbury, Gloucester, Plymouth, Win­
chester, Ipswich, Stroud, Woolwich, 
Luton, Mansfield, Reading, Londonder­
ry, Hitchin, Chester, North Wales 

SCIENCE 
International Astronomical Union, Com­

mission 32 
American Academy of Arts and Science~ 
Seventh American Scientific Congress, 

" dco City 
J ican Philosophical Society 
l-···-· ican Association for the Advance-

ment of Science 
Mathematical Association of America 
South Carolina Academy of Science 
East Bay Astronomical Assn., Oakland, 

Cal. 
Barcelona Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

Spain 
Committee for Maritime Meteorology 
Faculty of the School of Industrial Engi­

neers of Barcelona, Spain 
Ninth General Chilean Scientific Con­

gress, Valparaiso 

LABOR 
American States Members of Interna­

tional Labor Organization 
Labor Conference. Shntiago, Chile, 1936 

EDUCATION 
World Federation of Education Associa-

tions 
National Education Association 
National Council of Geography Teachen 
Agricultural History Society, Washing-

ton, D. C. 
National Theatre Conference 

BUSINESS 
Newspaper Advertising Executives Asso­

ciation, Inc. 
International Affiliation of Sales and Ad-

vertising Clubs 
American Institute of Accountants 
American Industrial Bankers Association 
Canadian Retai1 Federation 
California Drycleaner's Association 
Milwaukee Society of Accountants 
Pennsylvania Retailers Association, Lan, 

caster 
Manufacturers' Assn. of Delaware Coun­

ty, Chester, Pa. 
Railway Mail Association, Kansas City 

Branch, Mo. 
Mexican Hotel Association 
Industrial Association of Austria 
Quality Bakers of America Cooperative: 

Office Managers and Accountants 

A Partial List 



28.9% OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION 
HAS APPROVED THE WORLD CALENDAR 

1/Jt•t u11dln9, kindly file, catalog or pass along to others. 
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TRYOVE LIE 

WE HOPE THAT YOU AND THE SECRETARIAT WILL DO ALL IN YOUR 

POWER TO FACILITATE ADOPTION OF THE PERUVIAN RESOLUTION REGARDING 

THE WORLD CALENDAR. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE COOPERATION WILL BE 

DEEPLY APPRECIATED 

WEST EM0NT THE WORLD CALENDAR ASSOCIATION INC 

DISTRIBUTION - DIFFUSION 
l 

* EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

If 
EAS 24 MAR 47 1521 EST 
788 

NOTICE: Information copy only. Action to be taken 
on action copy in hands of person indicated by ( *) 
asterisk. 

(SG) MISS UNDERWOOD (4 COPIES) 

N.B.-Copie du telegramme original. L'original, pour 
suite a donner, se trouve entre Jes mains de la personne 
indiquee par l'asterisque (* ). 
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United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Nations Vnies 

CONSEIL 
ECONOMIQUE 
ET SOCIAL 

Draft Resolution 

Unrestricted 
E/291 
28 February 194-7 
Original: English 

on the appointment of an ad-hoc Committee to study nrE WORLD 

CALENDAR. 

Presented by the Representative of Peru. 

WHEREAS the revision of the Gregorian Calendar has been 
for long the subject of study and research on the part of ex­
perts, institutions and international organizations, and sev­
eral nations have in principle expressed already their wil­
lingness to adopt a new one; 

WHEREAS it is widely recognized that the present calendar 
is unsatisfactory for the economic, social, educational, s_cien­
tific and other activities of man; that there exists a general 
desire to bring about its revision, and that the new calendar 
should have twelve months and equal quarters, be perpetually 
the same, with a stable pattern of quarter-years, months, weeks, 
days and fixed holydays; 

WHEREAS the World Calendar Association of New York has 
devoted itself to the study of the calendar, preparing the 
adequate plans for the adoption of 'IHE WORLD CALEtlDAR on 
January 1st 1950 as the most appropiate date for the trans­
ition from the Gregorian Calendar to the new one; 

WHEREAS the acceptance of THE WORLD CALENDAR per force 
requires a basic international understanding, prior to the 
passing of the respective national legislative resolutions; and 

WHEREAS this basic international understanding can better 
be reached through a recommendation of the Economic and Social 
Council to the General Assembly of the United Nations, according 
to article 62 of the Charter; 

NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, 

1. THAT the Economic and Social Council appoints an ad-hoc Com­
mittee of five members to study and pass judgment on the adoption 
of a new calendar on January 1st 1950, as it is drafted by the 
World Calendar Association, and which is attached herein; and 

2. TF..AT should the aforesaid ad-hoc Committee consider the adoption 
of this calendar both feasible and advantageous, it will also 
compose the pertinent draft resolution which would be forwarded 
by the Council to the forthcoming session of the General Assembly. 
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.ANNEX 

Draft Resolution on the appointment of an ad-hoc Committee 

to study THE WORLD CALENDAR. 

s 
I 

8 

15 

22 

29 

s 
I 

8 

15 

22 

29 

Presented by the Representative of Peru. 

For the purposes of the present resolution THE WORLD 

CALENDAR is described as follows: 

THE WORLD CALENDAR 

FIRST QUARTER 
JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

M T w T F s s M T w T F s s M T w 
2 3 LI 5 6 7 I 2 3 LI 

9 10 II 12 13 14- 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 3 LI 5 6 

16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14- 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 

23 24- 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24- 25 17 18 19 20 

30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24- 25 26 27 

SECOND QUARTER 
APRIL MAY JUNE 

M T w T F s s M T w T F s s M T w 
2 3 LI 5 6 7 I 2 3 4-

9 10 11 12 13 14- 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 LI 5 6 

16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 ILi 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 

23 24- 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 2LI 25 17 18 19 20 

l) 31 26 27 28 29 30 24- 25 26 27 

THIRD QUARTER 

T 

7 

14-

21 

28 

T 

7 

14-

21 

28 

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER 
s M T w T F s s M T w T F s s M T w T 
I 2 3 Lt 5 6 7 I 2 3 LI 

8 9 10 11 12 13 ILi 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 LI 5 6 7 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 ILi 15 16 17 18 10 II 12 13 ILi 

22 23 24- 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24- 25 17 18 19 20 21 

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24- 25 26 27 28 

FOURTH QUARTER 
OCTOBER NOVEMBE~ DECEMBER 

s M T w T F s s M T w T F s s M T w I 

I 2 3 4- 5 6 7 I 2 3 LI 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14- 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 LI 5 6 7 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 Ill 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 ILi 

22 23 24- 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 2LI 25 17 18 19 20 21 

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 24- 25 26 27 28 

*The Year- End World Holiday, W or 3 I December (36 5th day) , 
fol lows 30 December every year. 

**The Leap-Year World Holiday, W or 31 June (an extra day) , 
follows 30 June In leap years. 

.,,. 

F s 
I 2 

8 9 

15 16 

22 23 

29 30 

F s 
I 2 

8 9 

15 16 

22 23 

29 30 
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15 16 

22 23 

29 30 
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KEY TO UNITED NATIONS DIA.GRAM 

REF. NO. -- ___ y..;_. _ _.__,. 

NAME IND. -------~---­
SUBJ. II'-',.. 

JUN 17 1947 

SECRETARY GENERAL: (Chief administrative officer of United 'Nations) 
1 At present Mr. Trygve Lie of Norway, Nominated by Securit Council; r-:-:;j-:::rn-::-,.~---­e le ct e d by General Assembly. Serves five-year term and i ~~ihle~ .er, ·s DEPT. 

re-election once only. (10 years in all) -1~1-· · · , 

PERMANENT SECRETARIAT: ("Civil Service" of United Nations} 
Works~ under Secretary General. ,There are around 21 000 on U.N. p¼jroiti• · 1047 
today. f.E..G -.:.:. , i , . 

SECURITY COUNCIL: ( 11Executive Agency" of United Nations) No ······------ -- .:!.c,_7..{, ________ _ 
Five permanent members: T.tie United Stat~s, The Soviet Um.on, Grea 

Britain, china, France, 
plus 

Six non-permanent members elected by two-thirds vote of General Assembly 
for two year terms. At present time: Australia '48, Brazil •48, Poland •48, 

Belgium 149, Columbia 149, Syria ,49. 

Senator Warren ~l.ustin of Vermont is u. S. Perm9Ilent Councilman. 

DUTIES of the Security Council: 

It is entrusted with the primary responsibility for the mainten­
ance of international peace and security. 

Motions are carried by 7 out of 11 votes. In matters of "procedure" those 
11 for11 may be any 7 members of the Council; in matters of "principle" the 7 
votes 11 for11 must contain all the BIG FIVE plus 2 of the non-permanent Coun­
cil members. Thus, by not voting or voting against a measure, any of the 
BIG FIVE can block a motion. This is the much discussed 11 veto11 power. 

The Security Council sits permanently in New York. 

"Right Ear": Atomic Energy Commission, composed of 11 members of 
Security eouncil plus Canada (12 nations in all). Seeks to abolish 
use of ,l.tom Bomb in warfare. 

"Left Ear": Military Staff Committee made up of Chiefs of Staff of 
BIG FIVE defense forces. Someday will have charge of International 
..lrmed Forces of the United Nations, when a method of raising such 
forces is agreed upon by the Security Council. (This will be the 
Police Force of t he U.N.) • 

Both 11 ears 11 report to the Security Council. 
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GENER.11 ASSEMBLY: (Rudimentary "Legislative Agency" of the United Nations, but 
its if f awslf are now only recommendations. This is important difference be­
tween u. N. and a real World Government) 

DUTIES of General Assembly: 

a.- It elects: (1)- The 6 non-permanent members of the Security 
Council 

(2)- The 18 members of the Economic & Social 
Council 

(3)- ~he non-trusteeship h9lding members of the 
Trusteeship Council 

(4)- The 15 members of International Court of 
Justice 

B•• It appoints the Secretary Generai on the nomination of the 
Security Council. 

c.- It studies, discusses, and recommends settlements in disputes 
between nations not being handled by the Security Council, 
and recommends policies in various fields of cooperation 
among nations. .Uso discusses principles for regulation of 
armaments. 

D.- It initiates studies in political, economic, cultural, and 
health fields. 

E.- It must approve1 (1)- .:Ul trusteeship agreements for non­
strategic areas. 

(2)- The United Nations Budget 

F.- It hears reports from the Security Council, the Economic and 
Social Council, and the Trusteeship Commission• 

G.- Serves primarily as a sounding board for the expression of 
viewpoint by all nations large and small. 

It began with 51 members out of the approximately 71 
eligible sovereign states of the world and now has 55 members. 

Each member state has one vote in the General i~ssembly, 
but may have as many as 5 delegates in that body. 

Decisions on important questions in the General Assembly 
require a two-thirds vote, other questions a simple majority. 

The J.ssembly meets in New York once a year but spacial 
sessions may be called: (1)- By the Security Council 

(2)- By request of a majority of 
states in the General Assembly. 


