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25 July 1962
To ¢ OSwedish Lisison Officer
~ From ¢t Air Commander
Subjeect @ ot f Duties - WO/3 A om = _ )
1. Enclosed please find the results of a Board of Inquiry which

had been convened for the purpose of investigating eireumstances
surrounding an Wt aooident at W'Djili on 27 June instant.

2, It will be noted in the findings and remndniou of the
Board that the two Swedish mechanies involved in this incident displayed
some dereliction of duties by allowing the two Congolese helpers to
remain a2t the aircraft without supervision.

3 % oénm with the findings of the Board and the agcompanying
remarks by the Base Commander,

4.  Would you kindly study the attsched dooument and consider the
necessary disciplinary action mmt the Swedish mechanies invelved in
this incident.

5 An early reply, together with a return copy of tho Board would
be appreciated.
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In $he interim; snd pending iscus of am appropriate Alr Staff Insisuetion,
z you tre requestod to warn airgraft nochanios sgainst leaving Cangolese
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25 July 1962

e - 3 Chief Administrative Officer

From i Air Coumander

Subjeet ¢ Alrepaft Aceident Neport

2, Please £ind sttached #m.. sopies of the Board of Incuiry

roport on the Otter Airepaft 55-5320 that wae damaged at mnjid -

_ uummamez. for formarding to New York.
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. 24 July 1962
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ubjoct _;_Is uz-q.rs a-mm -pm of t-qun-;

$eh mmmmm at W'DJi11 adrport on 2Tth June 62

__m;-cumx mmmm

e 5 Alauornmwm mnumumnm

'th- which led to this acoident and to make appropriste recommendations

" _#o that resurrenges of this nature may be prevented.icoordingly, you will

saswn

nummwcmumummm for your retention,
3 . ,h ilb lmu nl tﬁ lcll.‘hwntlau, the Board goncluded thnt: :

b= (.) com Mn lhunli nover be loft on their
o vhile wwl:hc m un ntrmﬂ. 3

'(s)---wm mmror duty to 2 speoific
. squadron should be familiar sad fully qualified with
mwummmarmﬂhafmtmum

. 'Wmntlnﬂhwmmlmindmm
© work should work under the supervision of experisnced
Wfpmmmmwhminglmm
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4. :mumdnmmnmmmwmmam
and the remarks by the Dase Commander, M'Djili, PFurtharmore, it will be
umummtama'mamm'um
hmummnmmMmumummmm
inoluded te cover similar eventuslities in the hm.
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insofar as eoyreotive measures are concerned, I foel very strongly about

'mutorqwmmw-wsmamw
%o Congo duties. It is evident that a oomprehensive job deseription for

eash spesiclty in the Alr Division is mandatory if some level of proficienay
is o be seinteined. To tids end your HO should insist, whemever a militaxy

_'Mhmmﬁmm, that incumbents be fully gqualified

hmﬁh m'omrm Mnml ﬂudﬁmiu-ma
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BOARD OF INQUIRY
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B. NARE.ATIVE OII ACGIDEI\TT .ﬂll.ll.l........'.....’._.l.
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U WIEEHESSES REPORIS s s v v ivisnsvnwsnsassovinsesvooden &
1. Statement from C/0 Support SquadrON.ssesssssecs 4
2. Statement from Sgquadron Technical Officereeess 5
3. Statenent from Line Chief, Support Squadronees 7
4. Statement from Swedish Mcechanic WO/3 APPELEBLOM 10
5. Statcment from Swedish Mechanic WO/3 THORELIUS. 13
6. Statement from Congolese Helper BULUseeseounmae 16
7. Statement from Congolese Ilelper AONGA«...¢spumis 18

D. STATEMINT FROM EZNGINZIRING MEMBER MAJOR BREKNB.., 20

EI STATEI‘!EIJT OFE{EBOARD.!U.G!..oooco.llu...tlcnil: 22

F. BASE COMMANDER COL.TESTERINI'S REMARKS...eeseeees 23

G, ZIXHIBIT 'A' to 'C', PHOTOS OF ACCIDENT.u.ecessees 24
Distribution:~-

United Nations, Necw York (2)
Claims and Survey Board

Air Commander

Alr Snginecring Officer, HQ.
Base Commender, N'Djili
suppert Squadron, N'Djili
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BOARD OF INQUIRY
INTO AN
ATRCEAFT ACCIDENT COR INCIDENT
INVOLVING

Page

Aireraft Type ....O00TER ( 7HEELS).....Registration ..55-5320/303

Place “aw .HM‘TGAR - i}":DJILI. P .Date. .'.. 27th JUNE, 1962. ™ ...

Parent Unlt l.Q.U.LIGHT AIRCRAFT UinTl-..ll..GOOOI.-.

BOE.I‘C]. ‘JOHVCI’J.B@. By - .aw .T.mJOR G’:JJ.TER.AL JOI{N— RYG‘. LRI ll. L AL

Appoinment ...n.....G.AIR comm‘?DER’ }EUG....'I..'.'.'."....-.

ARthority «eseeseeSignal A0 9633/27 JUNE 1962+iveeevsesns

Conpogition of Board

PrCSident .‘....LT. COL. Al IJIND....ll.u.t...l'.l.lll;
I?IOI:I’OOI‘..........MAJOR .. BRSKNE s rs s scvansETEERNTRIEDSN
B‘Iemberc.o..l.c..Il:mJOR B:RG-:RBRMIDT..- LI l.-l...‘ll....‘

TERMS OF REFZRINCE (As instructed by Air Commander)

To investigate and rcport on the circumstances surrounding the

incident which resulted in the damage of an ONUC aircraff at

N'Djili Airport on 27th JUNE 1962,

The Board will also make findings and recommecundations,
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AL R
CREW INFORMATION
ATRCRAFT CREW MEMBZRS INVOLVED
Type/No. Crew Rank Name Unit CQlass
Function of
injury
OTTER 303 repair & WO/ 3 APPTLBLOM Support nonc
maintenance Squadron
team WO/ 3 THORBLIUS " L
Civil ACONGA " bruiscd
Civil  BULU -yt

That the evidence obtained by the Board is as se¢t out in the
cvidence of the following «« «7sese witnesses on the following

pagese

&3 ¥ . =S VR Y
Biptaturo of Prositont of BOGRA cesesssveon ssosssadssomosseis

Signa‘turc of Member of Board -.ao..,/-,-_‘o--.oc--o-c-},-to-ltll.

B ' Ao i s .
Signature of Member of Board fL/,Cz .;,_.‘-.'..-.¢.’.'.”-.";‘.:........

ATR COMMANWNDER'S RFEMARKS:

JOHN RYG (MAJOR GENZRAL)
4IR COMMANDZR
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NARRATIVE ON THE ACCIDENT

On Wednesday 27th June, 1962 at 0700 hrs. two Swedish
light aircraft mechanics and two Congoulese mechanic-helpers
started work on Otter 303, Their task was to remove the
fuel tanks of the aircraft. Aftcr a while the two Swedish
mcchanics left the a/c in order to go and have breakfast
at the airport restaurant.

At 0805 hrs. one of the Congolese mechanic-helpers
removed the right landing gear strut in order +o make it
easicer (so he thought) to remove the fuel tank. When
removing the landing gear strut the landing gear moved
forward, thc aircraft fecll over on its right side, the
right wing hit the floor and was badly damaged.,
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WITNESS NO. 1 w G

Stateuent from 8/0 Support Souadron

When removing che fuel tanks on Ucster 303, A,PIERRE
(a Congolege nechanie) removed the right landing gear strut.
The landing gear then moved forward and “he right wing hit
the floor and was damaged.

The nechanice chief for the new Swedish mechanics is
W/0 2 SUNDE:ZRG. Yesicrday SUNDBLRG 50ld both the Mechanics
not to leave the Uongolese mechanics to work on their own.
At the came time SUNDRBERG staced that the Congolese mecnanics
ghould always be shown how to do special work and should
always be supervised. The Swedish mechanics were also told
shey were not allowed to lecave the a/c for breakfast without
informing SUNDBZERG. These two mechanice arrived 4 days agc
from Sweden and they thought the Congolese mechenics were
capable of doing the work after they had been shown how ©o
40 iTe-

I: should be mentioncd that the Congolese, in order to
remove the fuel tanks, do not need to remove a bolt from a
landing gear strud.

The Swedish mechanics whoge names arc B.O, THORZLIUS
and L. APPELBLOM, are¢ living av KWILU and chey have no
oppertunity to have breakifast before stariing their job aw
1 i Ths

f

“he names of the Congolese mechanics are:-= A. PIERRE

and B.J0OSLFPH.

27%h June, 1962
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WITNZESS NO. 2

Statement from 1/Lt, J.B. Karstensen, Squadron Engineering
Officer

On 26th June at 0700 hrs Line Chief WO/2 H.Sundberg
was ordered to begin dismounting the fuel tanks on the
Otter 303. To carry out this work he obtained two
Congolese mechanics to assist WO/3 THURELIUS and WC/3
APPELBLOM and as t e two Swedish mechanics when they
arrived did not know the type of a/c they were briefed
by the line chief concerning the work they had to do.

During this work the a/c crashed due to 2 bolt having
been removed in the main landing gear.

On the SQuadron there is a mechanic WO/2 A.Davidsson
who besides the line chief knows the a/c. This mechanic
was ordered to ADC-duty a month ago and the line chief
was therefore not able to use him as a forcman for the
two new mechanics.

INT RVIEW

NAME : Jo;gen Erik KAR?TENSEN )PLACE OF BIRTH: Denmark
RANK: 1/t - 000710 (Maintcnanec Officer)y, » :

an ¥ . . NATIONALITY: Danish
Q: Have you been involved in any trouble before?
A: o, I have not.
Q: Arc you acquainted with the witness procedure - to tell the

truth and nothing but the truth?

A: Yes I am.
Q: Are you of your own frce will willing to answer all questions

oe o8

B PN T Ny, B

concerning accident on 27 June 1962 involving OTTER aircraft
3037
Yes,

How long have you been Meintcnance Officer on the Squadron?
Since 16 May 1962,

How many Congolesc mechanic helpers are assigned to your Sqn?
There are five,

What arc the general dutics of the Congolese helpers?
We employ them as assistants tg }hc squadron mechanics.

e/’g’fi,fé/t/l// e (cont'd)
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WITHESS N0, 2 (cont'd) iy

Q: Did you hear W0/2 H. Sundberg bricf the two Swedish mcchanics.

A: No because he was in the alrcraft and I was in my office,

Q: Regarding Davidson and Sundberg, are thesc the only two who
know about OITER aireratt asgsigned to the Squadron ?

A: Yes there are only two in Lco,

Q: Before this accident, did you know that Congolese workers
arc only mechanic helpers and should not work by themselves?

Az Yes,

Q: Concerning W/0 Sundberg, waat is your gcneral knowledge of
nim? _

At He is the best we have in Uongo.

Qs Do you have any additional information which yocu have not
nentioned that you wish tc include in your statement?

As No.

. % .//’- : J
/ A 4’/ 7 LA
// / . 7- y A

P L
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WITNESS NO. 3

Statement from WO/2 H. Sundbsrg, Line Chief Light a/c
Helicopter Squadron,

I had been ordered by Lt. Karstensen to begin
work on Otter 303,

On the 27th June I ordered WO/3 APPELELOM and WO/3
THORELIUS to begin the work by dismounting fuel tank and
fuel pipes with the hclp of two Congolese mechanics,
Joseph and Plerre,

The same work had been going on the day before and I
had then also had a briefing concerning the type of work,.
I had given clear orders to Appelblom and Thorelius that
they had to watch the two Congolese mechanics Joseph and
Pierre and that they were not allowed to leave the place
of work without my knowledge.

At 0800 hrs. Lt. Karstensen and I were working with
time-schedulcd components ipfthe office. We hcard a
heavy crash from the hangar and went out and saw that the
right under carriage of Otter 303 had collavsed andthe
right wingtip hed crashed onto the floor. The two
Congolese mechanics were slightly injured and I drove
them to the doctor. I asked Joseph endPierre wher:
Appleblom and Thorelius were and they szid that they were
at the Sabena restaurant. I drove over to the restaurant
and brought them back to the hangar.

INTZRVIZW

Neme: Harry A.P. SUNDBERG Place of Birth; Haradshammar,.
Rank: WO/2 240923-231 (Line Chief) Narkione Lidys s%disflweﬂen
Date of Birth: 23rd Sept. 1924 Marital Status: Married

Qs Have you been involved in any trouble before?
A No,

Q: Arec you acquainted with the witness prccecdure ~ to tell the
truth and nothing but the truth?
Az Yes I am,

(cont*d)
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WIMNZSS NOw 3 (cont'a) s

s Are vou of your own frcee will willing to answer all questious
J . J- - T F . - . N 4
conccrning the acecident on 27 June 1962 inveolving OLTSR a/c/

303%

As G8%

Q: Heve you any further comments to make on your earlier state-
ment?

Al No I have no further comments.

Q: How long heve you been on Helicopter/Light Squadron?

Al Since 25th November, 1961.

Q: I undorstand you have 5 Congolesc mechanics on the H/L Sgdn?

Jan you tcll ne in what way they are used in their woxk -
generally speaking?

Az They are used as assistant mechanics. Under supervision
they make the work casicr,

Was it brought to y.ur knowlecdge that the Congolese mechanics
were cnly helpers?
A Yes I understood that,

O

In your written stateunent you said yeu gave clear orders o
APPELBLOM and THURELIUS to watch the Coungolese mechanics -
were thore any witness¢s when you gave these orders?

A: I don't remember if there was anyone elsc there but I told

o

then thet the Congolese mechanics were not to be left alone.
Q: Were the two Congolese mcchanics assigned to their job on 303
befere the two Swedish mechanics?
Az Yes they were.

Did you know that the 2 Swedisgh mechanics had only just
! arrived on your Squadron?
A Yese.

Q4 Did you brief APPILBLLM and THORELIUS in detail abuout the
work they werc to carry out on 3037
At Yes I dide.

Q: Did you tell the two Swedish nicchanies that they were supposcd
$c be in charge of the two Congolese?

A: No but I told them to kecp the Congolese under supervision
and not t© leave then slone while they are working,.

APPELELOM =nd THCRELIUS have said that they were net briefed
by you, have ycu any comments tc make on this?
Yes —~ they were bricfcd,.

The two Swedish mcchanies 2lso stated that on the 26th Junc
they had obtained your pernission to go tohave something to cat.
On +the 26th they asked me if they could go to eat cnd I gave
them permission, I also told them on the 26th that they must
not leave the Congolese alone. I gave then strict orders

that if they wantcd to go and eat or leave them for other
reasons they must first ask me so that I would be able to
arrange ovher supervision, On the 27th June thcy did not

ask permission to go¢ %o cat. (cont'd)

ag ok sy, Sl X g R

=R RN
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WITNESS NO. 3 (cont'd) i

Qs

O b

When you assigned the two Swedish mechanics to do the job
on 303 did you pick either of them out to act as a leader
or did you brief them both together?

No I did not say that one of them would be chief, I briefed
them both together.

Did you know that the two Swedish mechanics had never
worked on Obtter a/c before and that this was their first
job on the Otter?

Yes I knew that.

Have you any additional information that might apply in
thise case, things that you have not mentioned before?
Yes. I gave the two Swedish mechanics instructions as to
which bolts and conncctions were 0 be removed,

You have permission to read the statcments of AFPPILELONM

and THORSLIUS and to make conments on them if you wish.
(SUNDB.:RG reads the statements)

I have nothing to sdd to my previcus declaration except

to say that I know the two Swedish mechanics personally,
We have worked togethcr before in Sweden and I know that
they arc good mechanics and I am surc that if they had not
left the 2 Congolese mechanics alone against my orders,
the accident would never have occurred. The whole main-
tenance system is not correct. Today we get many ungual-
ified mcehanics for working on this type of a/c and we do
not hav: time to train them. New personnel, when they
arrive in United Nstions, should have ccrtificatecs stating
that they are gqualified mechanics for this particular a/Ce
It is very difficult to be a leadcr for so many ungualified
men.,

11th July, 1962
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WITNESS NO. 4

Statement from Wo/3 APPELBLOM

On the 26th June THORELIUS and I werc ordered to
dismantle the tanks of an Otter. The work was carried
out together with the assistance of 2 Congolese mechanics,
On the 27th June we started the job at 0700. The Congolesc
mechanics were present and looked on, The phase of work
was to take away fuel .-pipes under the tanks.

: At about 00600 Thorelius and I left the job to have
breakfast in the Sabena Restaurant as this was our only
possibility of getting something to cat before 1900 hrs.
end as we have no possibility to eat before and after.

Thorelius and I had the impression that the Congolese
mechanics werc keen and knew the a/c well and as we had
10
given them/%rders we thought that we could leave them,

After about 10 minutcs Sundberg picked us up and when
we arrived back at the hangar the right landing gear had
folded up and the right wing crashed on the floor.

e

INPSRVISW

Neme: Lennart APPELBLOM Placc of Birth: Visby, Sweden
Rank: W/O III S/N 360307-225 (Maintcnance mechanic)

Date of Birth: 7 March 1936 Naticnality: ©Swedish

Marital status: Single

Hoeve you been involved in any trouble before?
No, I have not.

o O

Are you acguaintod with the witness procedure -- to tell the
truth and nothing but the truth?
Az Yes, I am.

Q: Are you of your own froe will willing to answer all questions
concerning the accident on 27 June 1962 involving OTTER
aircraft 3037

Az Yes,

T H e pvtd)
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WITNESS Nos4d {cont'd)

Have you any comugnts on tho statement previcusly submitted

by you?

None, except for the fact that Thorelius and I werc under the
impression that the Congolese mcchanics were keen and knew the
a/c well and as we had given them NO orders, wec thought that we
could lcave thei

How long had you boen working at the Helicopicer and Light
Aireraft Squadron bcfore the accident?
One day.,

Have you evor worked on OTTER a/c before arriving in the Congo?
No.

Who gave vou orders to start working on the OITER a/c 303 on
27th June?
W/0 H. Sundberg,

Were you briecfed in detail by Sundberg about the job?
No he did not bececause I knew how to do the work.

Did you roceive permission on the morning of the 27th from
anyonc to leave the work and go to Sabena Restaurant to have
brcakfast?

No.

Before you left did you brief the Congolesc about the work?
I did not explein anything to them about the works. I only -
told them that we were going to have brecakfast.

Ag I understand you and Thorelius were ordered tec do this job.
Werc eithcr of you picked out as & locader?
Hce

In ycur statement you mention that you had the imprecssion that
the Congolese mechanies were kceen end know the sircraft well
and as you had nc orders given them you thought you could leave
then, Can you explain this statcoment?

W/U Sundberg introduced us ‘o the two C. ngolese mcchanies on
the same day of cur arrival. Then he said that they were
clever mechanics and we should take care of then. The first
day Sundborg gave the two Congolesc corders as to how to do the
work and my opinion is that the two mechanics knew how to do
the work on the a/c. I did not know that I was chicf for the
two Congolcose. The two helpers hoist the tail of the a/ec

and drain the fuel and I did not know that W/O Sundberg had
given the Congolese ordors about this work. Therefore, I
thought they knew nuch more than they reéally did.

(cont'd)
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WITNESS 10, 4 (econt'd)

Q: Were you under the inprcssion that the wwo Con,o0lese were
workins on the aircraft before you started?

Al The Congelese werc picking up empty drums without orders
from me.

Q: Therefore it scoems to you the twoe Congolose were working
on the aireraft before you arrived?

Al Yes.

3 In Sundberg's statoment he says he had given clear orders WcC

you and Thorelius to watch the two Congelese mechanies and
that you were not allowed t0 leave tho place of work without
his knowledgs. Can you remember this order having been given?
.2 The ordecrs fronm W/0 Sundberg were not so clear as indicated
in his stotement and I had no idea I was chief for the TWe
helpers beesuse the chicf is W/0 Sundberg. He hed told us
it wes alright for us to take 20 minutes for breekfast,
theroforc, Thorclius and I did not have orders ©o be chief

for thc Congolesc and t0 have them under constant supcrvigion.

Qs Do vou hove anything to 2dd tc your statement that may be
. . - . b J
of interest in this case?

Az No.
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WITHEES 10 5

Statement from WO/3 THORELIUS

On 26th June WO/ APPELBLOM and I were ordercd to
dismantle the fuel tanks of an Otter and the whole of the
day we were assistcd by two Congolcse mechanics, On 27th
June we continued with the job commencing work at 0700 hrs

Page

and assisted by the two Congolecse mechanics, At 0800 hrs

we went to eat brecakfast. We were of the opinion that
the Congolese mechanics knew the a/c and the work that we
were carrying out. After having tried to explain that
we would soon be back we went to the Sabena Restaurant,
Neither of us speaks French and thus we encountercd

difficultics in being understoocd. We had not had anything

t0 eat since 1900 hrs., the day before as we do not do our
own cooking. After having been at the restaurant about
10 minutes our Line Chief WQ/2 Sundberg came over to the
restaurant and said that an accident had happened in the
hangar znd we all immediately went back. One of the
Congolese mechanics had taken cway a bolt on the right
landing gear support, comseguently thc right landing gear
had given away and the right wing had crashed and was

damagod.
INTERVIEW
Nanmes Bongt THURELIUS
Rank: W/0 III S/N 350314-12J (Maintcnance mechanic)

Date of Birth: 14 March 1935
Place of birth: Wacxioe, Swecdon
Nationality: Swedish

Maritel status: Single

Qe Have you been involved in any trouble before?
A: " No, I have not.

Q: Are you acguaintcd with the witncss procedure -- to tell the

truth and nothing but the truth?
K  Yes, I am,

(cont'd)

- J / oy
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WITHZSS 0. 5 (zonttd) L

Q: Are you of your uvwn free will willing tc answer all guestions
concerning %he accident on 27 Junc 1962 involving OLTER a/c 3037
3 Yces.

Q: Have you any comments on the statemont proviously submitted
by you?
s Hoa

: How long have you been working at tho Hclicopter and Light
Souvadron?

As Only the day befors the accident, it was ny first day on OTTER.

Q: Have you ever worked on COUTER a/c before comingtc the Congo?

A: Noe

(98 Who gave you the order to start work on OTTER 303 on 26th and
27th June?

A: W/O 2 H, Sundberg.

Q: Werc you briefed in detail by W/0 Sundberg about the job?

Jﬁ.: BTU.

Qs In your statement you said that you left the job and wont owver

to tho Scbena rosta urgnt for breakiazst, Did you seek any
permigsion tc do this

At No, L had no 7urhﬂ”u1un to do that butv it was undcrstood the
day before by W/0 Sundberg, who had cxplained that we could
take 20 minutes for breakicst,

Q: Wos this pernission given on the 26th and slso 27th or was it
ust vn the 264L7

Al No, only on tho 26th but we thought we could do the sane on
the 27th.

Q: Bufore you left for briakfast on the 27th did you brief the
Uongolese as to what tc do whilc you werc away?

Az No« I told the Congolesc I wou 21d be back in 20 minutos but
I dc not speak French and the Congolesce might have misundcrstood
me,

Q: In your statoment you said "we worc of the opinion that the
two Oongolese mechanics knew the a/c and the work that we
werc carrying out". Have you any cxplanation for this?

Az The two Stdish mechanics who arrived on 25 Junc ware opfhis
day walking in the hangar and locking at the job., On 26 Junec,
the two Congolesc workers worked on hoisting the tail of the
a/c at the samec timc the two Swedish mechonics worgivorking
with fuel tankse.

Q: Did you sece that the two Congolesc werc all by thenselves?
Az 8.
I L 1 O B
/ N D it R (cont'd)
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WL T 5 (cont'd)

b
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Q: In the statement fron W/0 Sundberg, he said that he had
given clcar urdurs o yeu and /0 Appelblom to watch the
Two Congolese m achanics, znd that you werc not allowed o
lcave the pluce of work without Sundborg's permnission,
Do you remeuber that?

A: W/O Sundberg's orders were not as clear as he status in

‘ qu statoment. Sundborsg told Appelblon and myself that

' he two Congolese Wore vory good mechanics ﬂnd that we
Lould take carc of them very wells I wag notbt aware I

A was the chief for tJVJ, a8 ot the same time the two Congc-

-

lese workcd on another jobAn the same a/cs
Q: Have you ony additionsl information you think might be of
intercst in thls cage?
I have been in the Congo for such & short tiue, T did nut
know I had to watch the two helpers.

— e ——
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WITNESS NO. 6

Statement from Joseph BULU - Congolese mechanic-hclper.

We werce working from ninc o'eclock at the hotel - we
went take-off the petrol's pipe - we had taken off at the
first one bolt which it is sustaining that petrol's pipe
and unfortunately this bolt was not very out - behind this
plane was up of the TRETON the tyrc in front was a less
draught, When we tricd the bolt whlich we did done the
plane trembles and the tyrc of front taken-off and the plane
dropped, We werc both undcr this plane when it dropped -
we had luck in this time because there was a part of the
plane on the ground. Thcrefore this is my report for the
matter -~ we all did nut wounded.

Further to the statement above the undermentioned question-
aire has been compiled in order to clarify it.

NAMEs: BULU, Joscph I.D.Nos. 181C DATE OF BIRTH: 1923

EDUCATION: 8 years clementary school ZEXPERIENCE: Transport
mechanic since 1951

No previous accidents at the Bases

BULU was asked to verbally clarify the written statement
made by him, under oath, and he agreced, saying that all
statements made by him would be true a2nd corrccts An
Interpreter with some knowledge of English was cmployed for
the guestioning and this, togcther with the apparent low
intelligence standard of the man causcd some difficulty in
interpretation. However, thc following results were obtained
in the form of answcrs to questions put to him,

Q: On the morning of 27th June, did any Officcr or NCO

ask you to start work on removing the fuel lines from
Otter aircraft No. 3037

A: He intimated that he started work on the a/c according |
%0 normal routine, but that nobody had actually
instructed him to do so.

(The witness disputed the fact that the accident occurrcad
at 0805 hrs and was of the opinion that it took place
at 0900 hrs. It is believed that he misjudged the time)
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WITNZSS N0.6 (cont'd) ~ A4

NB: 1In the report made by Aonga Pierre, the word ‘hotel’
should be understood as 'Utter'.

Q: Werc any Buropeans present to supervise your work on
the aircraft?

At No, t ey had gone to have breakfast.

Q: When you removed the bolt 3U-159-3 did you do so alone,
or together with the other Congolese mechanic helper?

A With the other man.,

Q: Did you realise that if you removed the bolt, the under-
carriage would move forward and the wing drop down?

A; No I did not.

Q: Have you anything to add to your statement?

& o,

.

¥,

(A

h
F }\J\
1
1
]
i
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WITNESS NO. 7

Statement by Pierre AONGA - Congolese Mechanic Helper

In the morning when we arrived to start our work we have found
there two Buropcans; aftcr that they are going to eat before
we begin our work. We remained there two alone to begin
doing our work in the Hotel. In order to take off the petrol's
pipe, we had seen that it was very intercsting at first to
take off all bolits which they were sustaining that potrol's
pipe and when we have finished to arrange the duty despatched
above the plane in question was landing. Here we are under
the plane to fill every requirement in our duty. At the time
where we began our work at that plane there was hardly anyone
more Buropean to sit up; all both mentioned above were not
RO PR RS o e BT S TR

(Purther to the statement made by Congolese employee Aongs
Pierre, the undermentioned questionaire has been completed in
order to clarify it,)

NAMS: Pierre AONGA I.D.,No 1125 DATE OF BIRTH: 1935

EDUCATION: 7 years clementary school EXPERIENCE: 4 years as
transport mechanic.

The above was asked to verbally clarify his written statement
under oath and hc zgrced, saying that all statements made by
him would be truec and corrcct., An Interpreter with some
knowledge of English was employed for the guestioning and this,
together with the apparent low intelligence of the man inter-
vicwed gavce the following results in the form of answers to
guestions put to him.

Q: On the morning of the 27th June, did any Officer or NCO
ask you to start work on removing the fuel lines from
Otter aircraft No. 3037

A: He replied to the effcet that he had not been instructed
to do so0 but did so as a nornal course of his duty as a
mechanice.

Q: What do you ncan in your written rcport when you refer to
the word hotel?

A: He intimated that he believed this tofefer to a type of
aircraft., This was found to be "Otter" thus the word
Thotel" should be taken to mean "Otter" wherever it oeccurs,

Q: Were any Zuropcans present to supervisc your work on the
aircraft?

A: None werc present,

When you removed the bolt 3U-159-3 did you do this alone,
or togcther with the other Congolese Mechanic Helper?

(.;.' 1
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WITNESS NO. 7 (cont'd)

A: With the other man.

Q: Did you realise that if you removed the bolt, the under—
carriage would move forward end the wing drop down?

A No,
Q: Have you anything to add to your statcment?

a&*  Na,
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dtavenent from the ‘echnical lMember of the Board of Inguiry

AIRCRAF" 3:ADUS: A/C time: 3613:30
Eng. time: 152,10
Time Lo insp. 86.15
A/CG time to Maj. insp: 800:55
Ing. time to overhaul: 1047.50 l
_________ s il |

SUIMARY 2 Outer aircraft DH~U-3 FN 303 was flown in from Iulua-
bourg for engine change and belly rcpair due to heavy skin
corrosion at rear of the e¢xhaust outlet. The maintenance work
wag done by Sabena and the Light Aircraft/Helicopter Sguadron.
The Sguadron was supposcd to carry out the engine change and
remove the fuel belly tanks. Sabcna werc supposed o remove
the corroded fusclage skin. | Alrcrafi Mcchanies, B.U, THORSLIUS
and L.APPELELOM, with two Congolese mcchanic helpers wore ordercd
by She Sguadron Line Chicf, W/O SUNDEIRG, to rcmove the belly
fuel tanks and he explained that thc mechanic helpers stould on
no account be left working without supcrvision, and they must
always be shown how to do specilal Jobs and be Lonsuattl; under
supcrvision whilst carrying out sameg, On the morning of 27tn
dJune, 1962, the two Squadron lechanics wens Lo the Sabena rest-
aurant o have brezkfast and left the two Congolecse helpers
alone without giving them any instrucitions. While Tthe wwo
helpers werc lcft without SJDLrViSiOH, they encounvercd some
dl;IlCdlﬁy in disconnecting the fuel lines from the belly tanks
and in order to overcome the itrouble They decided ©o remove nc
bolt part No, O 3U159-3 which connects tne strut asscubly drag
RE pari o, C 3U102-10 to the fusclage, wichout supporting the

aireraft with jacks. When the bolt was rcmoved, the landing
goar moved forward and the right wing dropped down and hit ol
hangar floor. ‘herc werc no witnesscs to the accident and

both of the Cong zologe mochanics worc glightly hurv,

ATIRCRAFT DAMAGE: a) Right wing damaged and believed to be
irreparable.

Brackets beuvwecen the fuselage and suvrut
assenbly, axle LH slightly bent.

o
~—

CONCLUSIVLRS:

a) It w28 neccscary to rcmove the belly Tucl tanks before
Sabena could start work on removing the corroded fuselage skin,
but not neccessary to rcmove She boelt C 3U159~-3. If the pro-
cedure laid down in TC0-1-U-Al-6 for recmoval of the fuel tanks
hed been followcd, this accident would not have ocecurred,

b) The Squadron Aircraft Mcchanics werc agsigncd to the Squadye.
gomc four days beforc the accident and they must have misgjudzcd
the ecapapilitics of the Congolesc helpors. Furthermorc, they
havc no practice on Octer aircraft.

(cont'd)
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c) Sabena have been asked to cstimate the cost of repairs
50 the aireraft and this guotation will be forwarded to
Air Headquartcrs as soon as 1t is received.

LCOMMENDATTIONS :

a) Aircraft maintenance work should be carricd out by
skilled mechanics only.

b) Second Line Maintcnance should be carried out according
40 TC-1-U-Al-6 =nd controlled and supervised by the leaders.

“ovrye

-

28th June, 1962 I é ._-'-{: r AR f

The repair costs of OTTER 303 were just rcceived after
this report was wriiten, they are as follows:-

Labour - C.Frs, 28,900
Material - $96.36

It should be notced that this is a rough estimate
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STALILENT OF THE BCARD

The main reason for the incidont is the removal of
the rigiht landing gear strut. Tho mechaniec~heliers
(Congulese workers locally cmployed) have not had the
technical treining nceded and obviously did not realisc
what damnage night be caused by carrying out the work
without supervision from U.N. technicians.

Findings & Recommendations

The Board finds it very strange that the Congole
workcrs werc left elone at the aircraft. Iurthernore
the Board finds it most unsatisfactory to put two newly—
arrived Swedish mechanics (with 1little or no knowledgze
of Otter a/¢) to supervisc the work, It is strongly
recomncnded that in future Congolesc mechanics arc never
left alone while working on aircraft, It is also
recommended that newly—arrived U.N. mechanies with little
experience should work under thce supervision of an
expericuneed U.N. mechanic during thieir first weeks here,
Aircraft ncchanics aossigned to vhe Sguadron should be
gualified and familiazr with the type of aircraft held by
the Squgdron and have general knowledge of maintenance

< 4

gystem in usce

28th Junc, 1962
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BASE CUMMANDER'S REMARKS

I agrece with the statcments made by the
i Board of Inquiry, I recommend the C/0 Support
Squadron to take disciplinary action through the
Swedish Liaison Officer against the Chief Mechanic
as well as the two Swedish mechanics involved in
the incident. They have not supervised the work
in the propcr manner.

D T sy

.

T, Testerini (Colonel)
Base Commander, N'Djili

28th June, 1962
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EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B
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EXHIBIT C
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INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM

A: GEN. RYG
DE: SQN.LDR«. STUART

OBJET:

I agree with the Base Commander that
disciplinary action should be taken against
the three Swedish mechanics inwelved. I suggest
that they be assessed 10% of the estimated

labour charge.

%é o / FTTS o B

SQN.LDR. STUART



