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BOARD OF I NQUIRY 

INTO AN 

AIRCB.AFT AC CIDENT OR I NCIDENT 

I NVOLVING 

Page 

Aircraft Typo • ••• O.i.'TER ( lHEELS) ••••• Registration •• 55-5320/303 

Place . -••• HANGAR - N'DJILI. ••• · •• : •••• Date •• -. 27th JUNZ, 1962· ••• ·• 

Parent Unit •••••• LIGHT AIRCRAFT UNIT ••••••• ••••• •• 

Board Convened By ••••• MAJOR GJ.:;NERAL JOHN RYG • • •••• ·• •••• • 

Appointment • • • , • ~ ~ •••• AIR C01',Il\lIJJ.~DER, ONUC •• ~ • ~. ~ •• ~. ~ ~ ~ -. 

Authority •••••••• Signal AO 9633/27 J UNE 1962. ~ ~ •• •.•• ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Composition of Board 

President •••••• LT. COL . A. LIND •••.•••.•.•••.•••• ~ •• ~ 

Member •••••••••• MAJOR L. BRZKNE •••••• • •.•••••••••• • •• • 

Member • •• • •••••• MAJOR B:CRG:SRBRANDT •••.•••• ~. ~ •••• • •. • • 

TERMS 0:B' RZFZ,R,Z;NCE (As instructed by Air Com.Eiander) 

To investigate and r eport on the circw.a.s tancos surrounding tho 

incident which r8sult ed in the damage of an ONUC aircraff at 

N'D jili Airport on 27th JUNE 1962 . 

ThG Board will also mako findings and recommendations. 
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CREW I NFr.)RNiATI ON 

AIRCRAFT CREW TuIEMB::i:Rs I HVOL VED ---------
Type/No . 

OTTTIR 303 

CrGw 
Function 

Rank 

rGpair & wo/3 
maintcn1ancc 

team wo/3 

Civil 

Civil 

N3.ID.G 

APPELBLOM 

THORELIUS 

AONGA 

BULU 

Uni t Class 
of 

injury 

Support none.. 
Squadr on 

11 II 

" brui sed. 
II 

ii 

That thG evidence obtainGd by t he Board is a s sot out in the 

evidence of the following •• ·• 7 •..• wi tness os on the following 

pages . 

Signature of Pre s i den t of Board 
Signature of Member of Boar d 

Signa turG of Momb~r of Board 

AIR COiruVIANDER' S RY:avIARKS : 

,,.: .r.-::... « ,:" .. ·· . .,.~ .... ,,:: ........ ./'··"! 
• • • • ~ • • • • e_l• ~ , _ • • • • ,,. e ~ t • • • • • • • • t 

JOHN RYG (MAJOR G:illNZRAL) 
.. ;.IR COMlYIANDZR 
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NARRATIVE ON THE A!CIDENT 

Page 

On Wednesday 27th June, 1962 at 0700 hrs . two Swedish 
light aircraft mechanics and two Congulese mechanic-helpers 
started work on Otter 303 . Their task was to remove the 
fuel tanks of tho aircro.ft. Aft0r a while tho two Swedish 
mechanics left the a/c in ordor to go and have breakfast 
a t the airport r estaurant . 

At 0805 hrs. one of the Congolese mechanic-helpers 
removed the right landing gear strut in order to. make it . 
easier (so he thought) to remove the fuel tank. When 
removing the landing g0ar strut tho landing gear moved 
forward, the aircraft foll over on its right side, the 
right wing hit the floor and was badly damaged. 



ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES AU CONGO - UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION IN THE CONGO 

WITNESS NO. 1 - 4 -

Statencmt from c/ o Support Sq\~adr on 

When rel!1ov inz ~he fuel t:,nks on Oc ter 303 , A. PIERRE 

( a Congole,se r.rnchanic) remo v ed ch o r icht l anding gear str ut . 

The l anding gear ::;hen moved fo rward and ·c he ri ght wing hit 

-~he flo or a nd was damaced . 

fhe IJ.Gchanic chi e f f or ·che now Swedish mechanics i s 

71/0 2 SUNDB::.:.:...'r-lG . Ye s<;or day SUHD:B.,...,RG cold bo·ch the Mechanics 

n ot to l ea.ve the Jongolese me ;..;hanics to work on their owa. 
At the saiilG time SillfD:B.0RG s -ca\; cd -chat the Congole se: r1ecl1anics 

should always b e shown ho w to do special work and s ho~ll C:. 

a l v,ays be s-c..pervised . The Swedish mechanics were a lso told 

~hey wore not a llowe d t o l oave ~he a/c fo r brGakfast wi·chout 

i nforming SUNDBZRG. Thes e t wo mechanics arrived 4 days ago 

frora Sweden and they t hought t he Congole s e mechanics were 

capable of doing the wor k after they had be en s hown h ow -i:;o 

do it . · 

I ~ should be ment ioned t hat tho Congolese , in ord or to 

remo ve the f u ol tanks , do not need to r emove a bolt from a 

l andins goar str n·'.:: . 

Tho Swedish filCchanics whoso names aro B.O. TH~RELIUS 

and L . APP:ELELm.1 9 c:;.rc l iving a.-c KWILU a nd ~hey h a v e no 

opportunity t o have br Gakfc:::.st bcforG s·car t ing t:.-:..e ir job at 

7 a . m. 

~:he names of the Congo lo oo moc:;:ianic s are; - A. PizliL-qE 

a n d B. JOS~~PII . 

27th J ,.n c , 1 962 
... 

; . ·: . ,. . ./ f. 
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. WITNESS NO . 2 

Statement from 1/L:t. J. E. Karstensen 1 Squadron .Engineering 
Officer 

On 26th June a t 0700 hrs Line Chief W0/2 H. Sundberg 
was ordered to begin dismounting the fuel tanks on the 
Ott er 303. To carry out t h i s work he obtained two 
Congolese mechanics to assist W0/3 THOR1~LIUS and wo/3 
APPELBLOM and as t . e t wo Swedish me chanics when they 
arrived did not know the t ype of a/c they were briefed 
by the l ine chief concerning t he work they had to do. 

During this work the a/c crashed due to a bolt having 

been romovod in the main l anding gear. 

On the s·quadron t here i s a mechanic W0/2 A.Davids son 

who besides the line chief knows t he a/c. This mechanic 

was ordered t o ADC- duty a month ago and the line chief 

was therefore not able to use him as a foreman for the 

two new mechanics . 

IN T.:;RVIEW 

NMIB : Jergen Erik KARSTENSEN PL.ACE OF BIRTH : Denme,rk 
RANK : 1/Lt - 000710 (Ma intonanco Of ficor)NATIONALITY: Danish 
DATE OF BIRTH: 8 March 1928 :MARITAL STATUS: Married 

Q: Have you been involved in any trouble befor e ? 
A: No, I have not. 

Q: Aro you acquaintod with the witness procedure - to tell the 
truth and nothing but tho truth? 

A: Yes I am. 

Q: Are you of your. own fr G will willing to answer all ques ti ons 
concerning accident on 27 Juno 1962 involving OTTER a ircraft 
303? 

A: Yes . 

Q: How long have you boen Ivia intGnancc Officer on the Squadron? 
A: Since 16 May 1962 . 

Q: How rnany Congolese mechani c helpor s arc ass igned to your Sg_n? 
A: There arc five. 

Q: Wha t ar o the general duties of the Congoles e he l pers ? 
A: We employ them as assistants t o t ho squadron mechanics. 

. ../ 'i . . / 

./·· ::'ICc,1,·1-.f.,(£.(A//,/') /yYf (cont'd) 
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WITNESS NO . 2 (cont ' d) - 6 -

Q: Did y ,;•u hear 7v0/2 H. Sundborg br·icf the two Swedish mechanic s . 
A: No because he wa s in tlw o.. ircraft and I was in :my off i ce . 

Q: Regardin~ Davids on a nd Sundberg, are those the only two who 
know about OTTER aircraft nssignc t o the Sq_uo.dr on? 

A: Ye s thor e ar e only two in Loo . 

Q: Before this accident , did you know tha t Cj ngolose wor kers 
aro only nu chanic hclpors and should no t wor k by thomsolvcs? 

A: Yes . 

Q: Concerning W/ 0 Sundborg, what is your general knowlodg0 of 
h iril? 

.A: Ho is tho b(;..st we have in Congo . 

Q.: Do you have an;;- additional inf , r nation which you llavo no t 
.11en-cionod t hat you wish t o i nclude in your stator.wnt? 

,A: No .. 

///1..,,1-// t I'/ ,,. 
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WITNESS NO. 3 

Statement from W0/2 H. Sundb~rg9 Line Chiof Light a/c 
Helicopter Squadron. • 

I had been ordered by Lt . KarstGnsen to begin 

work on Otter 303 , 
On the 27th June I ordered W0/3 APPEL:BLOM and W0/3 

THORELIUS to begin the worl~ by dismounting fuel tank and 
fuel pipes with the help of two Congolese r:ie chanics , 

Joseph and Pierre , 

Page 

The s..une work had b0on going on the day before and I 
had then also had a briefing conc er ning the type of work . 

I had given clear orders to Appolblom and Thorelius that 
they had to wa t ch the two Congolese mechanics Joseph and 
Pierre and tha t they were not allowed to l eave tho place 
of work without my knowl edge . 

At 0800 hrs , Lt , Karstensen and I wore working wi t h 

time-scheduled corn.ponents ir/the offi c e . We heard a 
heavy crash from the hangar and went out and saw tha t the 
right under carriage of Otter 303 had col lapsed ano(the 
right wingtip had crashed onto the floor . The two 
Congolese me chanics were s l ightly in j ured and I drove 
them to the doctor . I askGd Joseph andPi orre wher ~: 
Appleblom and Thorelius woro and they said that t:hcy were 
a t the Sabena restaurant. I drove ov.er t o the restaur ant 
and brought them ba ck to the hangar. 

I NTERVI 3W 

Name : Harry A. F. SUNDBERG 
Rank: W0/2 240923- 231 (Line Chief) 
Date of :Birth : 23rd Sept. 1924 

Place of :Bir t h : Haradsharr.unar, ; 
Sweden 

Nationali t y : Swedish 

Marital Sta t us : Married 

Q: Have you beon involved in any trouble before ? 
A: No . 

Q: Are you acquainted with the witness pro cedure - to tell tho 
truth 2nd nothing but tho truth ? 

A: Yes I am . 

(cont 1 d) 
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WITI'LiSS NO, 3 ( cont ' d) - 8 -

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

Q: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A • .n. • 

Are you of your ·J vm free -will willing to answ,3r all g_u csticns 
conc (,rning tho a.ccidont en 27 June 1 962 involving 0'.L·T.,i;R a / c/ 
303? 
Yes . 

rfave y,_ u 2.ny further conm1Gnts t o makG on y,.Yill." earl ier state­
ment ? 
No I h2.v0 no further C 1):r:1..Jnonts . 

iiow l ong h2.vo you beon on EGli coptor/Ligh t Squadron ? 
Since 25th NovcmbGr , 1961 . 

I undors -c2.nd ycu havo 5 ·Jongo l cso me chanic s on the H/L Sqdn ? 
Can you tell DG in what way thoy a ro used in their wo r k~ 
gener ally speaki ng? 
They ['.ro usod ns assist2nt nochanic s . Undor supervision 
they make tha w~rk □2biGr . 

Was i t br:;ught t o y .. ur knowlodge th2, t tho vongo l ese mcch2.nics 
~ero only helpers? 
Yes I und~rsto· d that . 

I n y CJur written sta·cc.G.:.;nt you sai d y uu gavo c l ear orders to 
APPZLBLOI.f and THCRELIUS t o watch the C,:mgol e se mochanics -
wer e th:.;ro any witnoss .. , s wh,:m you gav e: those;; or ders ? 
I don I t ro:.nember if t:1c1"c was o.nyono also thsre but I to l d 
1ihGm th2.t the Congc lc sc mechanics were no t t o be l eft alone . 

Were the tv'IO Congolese :t:1ecl1anics assigned t o their job Jn 303 
bofor G thG two SwGdish ilGChanics ? 
Yes thoy vrnrc . 

Did y ou know that the 2 Swedish mechanics had only j u s t 
a r r i ved on vou.r Saus.dr 'Jn ? 

C -

Yes . 

Di d you br ief .b.PE.::L:BLdl'i and THORELI US in detail ab ·.: u t t ho 
vmr k they w0r0 to car ry out on 303 ? 
Yos I did . 

Did you tell tho two Svrndish :.:10chanics that they wcro supposed 
to be i n charge of the two Congol ese ? 
Ho bu t I told thor1 t o keep the Congo l ese undor super visi on 
and not t o leave then a l one while they a r e worki ng~. 

APPELBLOM s.nd THCRELIUS ha v o s c i d that they wore no t brie f ed 
by you , h2..v0 y ou any c r.monts t o m2,kc e, n thi s ? 
Yes - they wore briefed . 

Tho two Swedish mech anics a lso s t ated thnt on t he 26th J une 
t h0y hRd obta ins d yc,ur :pc.r::..1.ission t o go t Qhavo sJmGthi ng t 0 cc.t . 
On tho 26 th t hoy asked no if they could go to Gat and I gave 
thor,1 pcr:o.issicm. I 2.ls :, t o l d them on tho 26th tha t thoy .::ms t 
n ot l0ava tho Cong~lcso alo ne . I gave tho:o. stric t ardors 
t hat i f t h oy v1c:mtcd t e,, go .J.nd eat or l oavo t hon fo r ot h-, r 
r easons t hey nust first :::.. sk me s o t hat I would be ab l e t o 
a r :cange other supervision. On the 27th J une t:1oy di d n o t 
ask porr:i.iss i on to go to oat . ( c..J n t ' d ) 

I I ./ / ,. , 
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WITN2SS NO. 3 (cont ' d) - 9 -

Q: 

A: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

W1Den you a ssigned the two Swedish mechanics t o do the job 
on 303 did you piuk either of them out to act as a leader 
or did y.Ju brief them both t og0ther ? 
No I did not say that one of them would be chi ef 9 I briefed 
t her.1 both toce;ther . 

Did you kn w tha t t he two Swedish me chanic s had never 
worked on Otter a/c boforo and that this was their first 
job on t he Otter? 
Yos I knew that . 

Have you any additi onal information that mi ght apply in 
this case 9 thin6 s that you have not mentioned before? 
Yes. I gave the two Swedish m~ chanics ins tructions as to 
which bolts and connccti0ns wore t a bo r emoved . 

You have :permission to read t he statc:i.1ents of A?P~LBLOM 
and TH0R2:LIUS 2, nd to make coni.nents on them if you wish . 

( SUNDK~RG roads the statements ) 

A: I have no t hing- to add to my previous declar a, tion except 
to say that I know the two Swedish mechanics personally . 
We have worked to gether before in Sweden and I know tha t 
t hey arc good a echanics and I am sure that if they had not 
left the 2 Congole s e nachanics alone against my orders , 
the accident would novGr have occurred . The whole nain­
tonance system is not correct . To day we g et many unqual­
ified me chani cs for working on t hi s t ype of a/c and we do 
not hav.:, time t o train t hem. New per s onnel, when they 
arrive in United Nations, should have ccrtifica t Gs sta ting 
that they arc qualified me chanics f or thi s particular a/c. 
It is vory difficul t t o be a l 8ader for s o r:iany unqualified 
mon. 

11th July, 196 2 
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WITlfESS NO . 4 

Statement from Wo/3 APPELBLOM 

On tho 26th June THORELIUS and I woro ordered to 
dismantle the tanks of an Otter . The wo rk was carried 

out togothor with the o.ssistance of 2 Congolese me chanics . 
On the 27th June we started the job at 0700 . The Congolese 
me chanics wcro present and looked on . The phase of work 
was to t ake away fuel -pipes under the tanks • . 

At about 0800 Thor olius and I left the job to have 
breakfast in the Sabena Restaur ant as this was our only 
possibility of getting something to oat before 1900 hrs. 
s.nd as we have no possibili t y to eat before and afte1· . 

Thorolius and I had the impression t hat tho Congolese 

mechanics woro keen and knew the a/c well and as we had 
given thenl16iders we thought that we c ould leavo them, 

Aftor abou t 10 minutes Sundberg picked us up and when 

we arrived back at the hangar t he right l anding gear had 

folded up and t h e righ t wing crashed on the floor~ 

Name: Lennar t APPELBLO].T Place of Birth: Visby, Swodon 

Rank : W/0 III S/N 360307-225 (Maintonanco nochanic) 

Date of Bir t h : 7 March 1936 Nationality: Swedish 
Mar ital status : Single 

Q: Have you been involved in any t r ouble before? 
A: No, I have not . 

Q: Are you a cquaint~d with tho witness pro cedure -- to tell tho 
truth and nothing but tho tru th? 

A: Yes , I am. 

Q: Arc you of your own fr ee will willing to answer all ques t ions 
conc or ni ng tho accident on 27 Juno 1962 i nvolving OTTER 
aircraft 303? 

A: Yes _ 
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Q: 

rtITNJiSS No . 4 ( cunt~ - 11 -

Have y u any conDvnts on tho statcmont pr,,viuus l y submi·c·ced 
by you? 

Page 

Non0, excep t fo r the f2,ct t he. t ThorGlius and I were under the 
i mpress i on t ha·i:; the Ccmgol os o r ... ::chani cs woro k0on a nd _,._n ;W t 11c 
a/ c wsll and as wG had gi vEm ·c}1cm NO order s 9 wo thought that wo 
could loav3 t ho~. 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

How l ong h2,d y ou b::)011 v,orking 2_t the Helicopter and Light 
Aircra ft Squadron bofore the a cciden t? 
Ono day . 

Ha vo you ev,:r workc)d on OTT~JR a / c before arriving in the Congo ? 
No . 

Who ga ve, you ordor,s t o st.J.r t working on tho OI1T:,:m a/c 303 on 
27th JunG? 
W/0 H. Sundberg . 

W~ro you bricf3d in deta il by Sundberg nbout tho j ob? 
No he did not because I know h ow t o do the wo r k . 

Q: Did you r ecei ve permission 8n the morning of tho 27th fr om 
anyone t o la~vc tho work and go t o S~bona Restaurant to have 
breakfast? 

A: Ho . 

Q: Eoforo you left did you bri8f the Congolese abvut the work? 
A: I did n ot oxplain anything t 0 thom about the wo r k . I only · 

told t hc1r1 thc.1 t we wor(.. go ing to havo br eakfas t . 

Q: As I undorstcmd you and Thorolius wore ordered to do this j ob . 
Wer 0 oithcr of y cu picked out a s a lea der ? 

A: Ne . 

Q: I n ycur stat e:mcnt y ou mention t ha t you had tho i mpression th2.t 
the Cong0l 8se mechanics were keen and knc~w tho aircre,ft woll 
a nd as you had no orders g i von -i:;hom y ou th0ught y e,u could lcavo 
t hen. Can you explain this statcnont? 

A: W/v Sundberg introduced us to the two C ngolsso IJ.cchanics on 
tho saL10 day of cur arrival . Thon ho said t hat t::.1oy woro 
cleve:r :mochai.1ic s a nd we should t ake caro of thom . Tho first 
day Sundberg gave tho two Congolese ardors as t o how to do tho 
work and my opinion is that tho two no chanics kn cn-✓ ho.v t o do 
tho wor k ·)n tho a/c . I di d not kn ow that I was chie;f f or tho 
two Cong(1 l ~; so . Tho t wo helpers hc,i s t th0 t c1,i l of tho a/ c 
and drain tho f uel and I did no t knovv that W/0 Sundb ,;rg had 
given tho Congo l ese; ord urs 2,b out t h is wor k . Tl1.cre f 0r o 1 I 
t h ought they know rmch more than thoy r eally did . 

(c ont'd) 
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WITNESS NO . 4 (cont ' d ) 

Q: Were you under the i.D.prcssion the, t tho -cwo CLm0 ol ose wGrc 
workin3 on tho aircraft bcforG you started? 

A: Tho C ngol ese were picking up ompty druins without ordors 
from mo . 

Q: Thorcforo it som;:_s to you tho two C .,ngolose wcrG working 
on tho aircr::-,ft before you arri vod ? 

.A.: -Y-cs . 

Page 

Q: In Sund erg ' s stat,:)Ii.lont ho say s he had given clear orders tc 
you and '.I'horolius t o w8.. tch tho two Congo los0 mocbgnics :::md 
th2.t y-.·u were not a llov.1cd to l c-32,vo tho place of work wi th·mt 
his knowledge . Can you rc@emb er this or der having boon given? 

A: Tho orders fron W/0 Sundborg were not so clear as indicated 
in his s tatement 2nd I hnd no idoa I was chief f or the twc 
hel pers bocauso tho chief is W/0 Sundberg. Ho had told us 
it was alright for us t o t 2ko 20 minutes for broakfast, 
therefore , Thor clius and I did not ha~e orders to be chief 
f or the C.1ngol eso and to have t hem under ccnst ant supervision~ 

Q: Do y tm have nnything to 3,dd t o your stat cnont ths.t r.my be 
of intoros t in this case ? 

A: No . 
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WifflESS l'~O . 5 

Statement from W0/3 THORELIUS 

On 26th Juno WO/ APPZLBLOM and I were ordered to 
dismantlo the fuel tanks of an Ottor and the whole of the 
day wo wore ass istGd by two Congoloso me chanics . On 27th 
June wo continued with the job commencing work at 0700 hrs 
and assisted by the two Congolese mechanic s . At 0800 hrs 
we wont to o~t brc2kf~st . We wore of the opinion that 
the Congol0se mechanics know tho a/c and the wor k tha t we 
wero carrying out . After having tried to explain that 
we would soon be back we went to the Sabena Restaurant. 
Neither of us speaks French and thus we oncounterod 
diffi culties in being understood . We had not had anything 
to eat since 1900 hrs . the day before as we do not do our 
own cooking. After having been at the restaurant about 
10 minutes our Lino Chief W0/2 Sundborg cai~e over to the 
restaurant and said that an a cc ident had happened in the 

hangar ~nd we all irnnodiat0ly went back . One of tho 
Congoloso mechanics had taken away a bolt on the right 
landing gear support , coneequGntly t ho right l anding gear 
had given away and the right wing had crashed and was 
damaged . 

INTERVIJEW 

Na.mo : Bongt THvRZLIUS 
Rank: W/0 III S/N 350314-12J (Maintonanc o mechanic) 
Dato of Birth : 14 March 1935 
Place of birth : Waoxioo, Sweden 
Nationality : Swedish 

Marital status : Single 

Q: Have you boon involved in any trouble before? 
A: No, I have not . 

Q: Are you acquainted with the witness pr ocedure -- to toll t ho 
truth and nothing but tho t r uth ? 

A: Yes , I ar,1. 

(con t' d) 
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Q: 

A: 

Are you of y· ur vwn fro (;-:; wil l willin6 to :::i.nsv1Gr 211 quosti0ns 
c onc.Jrning tho 2.ccidont on 27 J-uno 1 962 involving Oi· T~R a / c 303 ·:­
Yos . 

Q: Hcvc you any cor.11:10nts on thG stntc:.10n t :pr:~viousl y submi tt0d 
by you? 

A: Ho . 

Q: rtow l ong havo yo u boen working at tho Holicoptor and Light 
Sc:.:,uadron? 

A: Onl y tho day bofcr.::. tho 2,cc i dGnt , it was my fi r st d2~y on OTT~2:H . 

Q: Havo you ovsr wor ked on OTT~R a / c bcforo comingt o the C0 ngo ? 
A: I~o . 

Q : W't10 gave y,~u the ordor to star t wor k en OTTJ:R 30 3 on 26 t :, and 
27th June ? 

A: W/ 0 2 H. Sundb~rg . 

Q : Wore you bri8fcd i n dcd;ai l by W/0 Sundb,,rg about the job? 
A: Nu . 

Q: In y'lur sta.ter.-:.ent y c·u s::·,id that you l eft the job cmd \i!Cnt over 
to tho Sc bona r~ s taura nt for breakfast . Di d you seek any 
pE-rL1ission t:J do th i s? 

A: No , I had no ?Oruission t o d0 th~t but i t was under st ood t he 
da.y boforo by W/0 Sundb,;rg? who ?1::,,d .:xplo.inGd ·[;he.: t vve could 
t ako 20 Dinutos f 0r brc~kf~s t . 

Q: Wc,s tl1is )Crr.:.ission gi vc:.n .Jn thG 26·ch and a l so 27th 0r rms it 
just vn the 26 t~? 

A : No :1 only ,m th:. 26th but we thouGht wo coul d do tho sar:.ie on 
t ho 27th . 

Q: :B.,f'~.rc you le:ft fo r br~.::.kf8.st on the 27th di d yo u bri ef tho 
Congol ese .:..s t o whc, t t n do wl1il c you wor e away? 

A : No . I t old tho Congolc ,s o I ·w:.,uld be bnck in 20 ,:::iinu·Gos but 
I d.o not spcu.k Frcnc!1 2.nd tho C ngoloso night h::w:3 nisundci."st0oc. 
me . 

Q : In y0ur statomcnt you sai d ;' vvo woro of tho o;iini0n t ha t the 
two C8ngolos~ mechanics knaw tho a /c end tho work that we 
vier.: c ,rrying ou t 11 • Ha vo you 2-ny cxplan2ti on f or th i s ? 

A: Th:, two &cdish mc:.che.nie:3 w::o arri V(:d rJ n 25 Juno v1 _,j_"C or/c~1i s 
day w2lking in tho hangar a n d l coking s. t the j c b . On 26 Juno , 
tho two Congol os ~) workers wo r ked on l1oisting th8 tc,i l of tho 
a/ c at th0 s o..rn.c tine tho ·c -✓-W Swe dish n0 cl1c::.nics wor(;Nvor li i ng 
wi t h f u e l tanks . 

Q: Did ycu sec that tho two C•J ngo l cso were all by tlrnnsol vcs ? 
A: Y0s .. 

( cont ' d ) 
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Q: 

A : 

Q: 

In tho stc::tencnt fr n W/ 0 Sundborg , ho ss.i d thst h e had 
gi ven cl-:2,r ordors to JCu a n d Vl/0 Appol blom t - wn t ch tho 
t wo C,.:ingo l ez0 ::nGchanics , E,nd tho.. t you w0r o n ot all owGd t o 
l oav e tho :placo of wor k wj_thout SunclbJrg 1 s pcr nis sion . 
Do you r01::ionbc1" the. t ? 
W/ 0 Sundber g ' s ordc1rs w0r0 no t t:;s c l o::.r a s ho s t2:c .. s i n 
h i s stat,;ncnt . Sundb:;rg tol d A:JJ)elblo11 2nd nysolf tha t 
the twc C:ng~l cso were var y good me chani c s and t h~t we 
shoul d talrn c2,r0 of them ver y ·wall . I w2,s n,·)i; o.waro I 
ves ~ho chi ef fo r then? es ~t the sane t i no t he tw0 Con3c­
l cse work._;d on ancthor j 01/ln the sm:10 a/ c . 

h~1.VG you ::my c1.dc-:i t i onr, l i nfor i:1s:tion y-:m think night bo •~- f 
int orast i n this casG? 

A: I have boon in thG Cungo for such c. short th.c , I di d n c t 
knew I h a d t watch t ho two hel~er s . 
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WITNESS NO . 6 

State:r.1.ont from Joseph BULU - Congolese mechanic--hol-per . 

We wore, working from nino o ' clock at thG hotGl - we 

went tako-off tho petrol ' s pipo - wo had taken off at tho 
first one bolt which it is sustaining that petrol ' s pipe 

Pap 

and unfortunately this bolt was not vory out - behind this 
plane was up of the TRETON the tyre in front was a less 
draught . Wl.1.0n we tried tho bolt wh\:ch we did dona the 
plane trsmblcs and tho tyre of fr ont t aken- off and the plane 
dropped. We were both under this plane when it dropped -­
we had luck in this timG be cause there was a part of the 
plane on the ground . Tl:11.:,reforc this is my report for tho 
matter - we all did n,J t woundcd . 

Further to the statement above tho undermentioned question­
airo ha s been compiled in order to clarify it . 

NAlYIE: BULU9 Jos sph I . D. No . 1810 DATE OF BIRTH : 1923 

EDUCATION: 8 years elementary school ZX:P2RIENCE : Transport 
mechanic sinc e 195l 

No previous accidents at tho Base . 

BULU was asked to vorbally clarify tho written statement 
made by him 7 undor oath , and ho 
statements ru.a dc by him would be 
Interpreter with some knowledge 

agreed, saying tha t all 

true and correct . An 
of English was empl oyed for 

tho questioning a nd this 1 together with tho apparent l ow 
intelligence standard of tho 1an caused s 0mo difficulty in 
interpreta tion. However, thG following r esults wore obta i ned 
in tho form of cns w0rs to questions put to him. 

Q: On the morning of 27th Ju no, did any Officer or NCO 
ask you to start work on removing the f uel lines from 
Ottor aircraft No. 303? 

A: He intimated that ho started work on tho a/c a ccording 
to nor:mal routine, but that n .. ,body had actually 
instructod him to do so . 

(Tho witness disput,d the fact that the accident occurred 
a t 0805 hrs and was of the opinion that it took place 
nt 0900 hrs. It is believed that he misjudged tho time) 
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NB: I n the report mad e by Aonga Pierre, tho word ' hotel' 
should be understood as ' tter'. 

Q: WerG any ~'urupeans present t o supervise your work on 
the aircraft? 

A: No , t ey had gone to have breakfas t., 

Page 

Q: When you re1:1.oved the bolt 3U-159- 3 did you do so alone, 
or to gether wi t h the other Congolese mechanic helper? 

A: With the other man . 

Q: Did you reali se tha t if you removed the bolt, tho under-
carriage would move forward and the wing drop down ? 

A; No I di d not . 

Q: Have you anything to add to your s t atement? 

A: No. 
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Statement by Pierre AONGA - Congoles e Mechanic Helpo;r 

Page 

In the morning whon we arrived to start our work we have found 
there two Europoans; after that they are going to eat before 
we begin our work. We r emained there two alone to begin 
doing our work in the Hot 1 . In order to take off the petrol's 
pipe, we had soon that it was vary interesting a t first to 
take off all bolts which they wore sustaining that petrol ' s 
pipe and when we have finished to arrange tho duty despat ched 
above the plane in question was landing. Here we are under 
the plane to fill every requirement in our duty . At the time 
where we began our work a t that plane there was hardly anyone 
more European to sit up ; all bo tp ment ioned above were not 
ther :,. 

(Further to the s tatement mado by Congolese empl oyee Aonga 
Pierro, the undermentioned que s tiona ire has been completed in 
order to clarify it.) 

NAME: Pierre AONGA I .D~ No 1125 DATE OF BIRTH: 1935 

EDUCATION: 7 years elementar y school BXPZRI~NCJ: 4 years as 
transport mechanic. 

The above was asked to verbally clarify his written statement 
under oath and he agroed 9 saying that all statements made by 
him would be true and correct , An Interpreter with some 
knowledge of English wns employed for tho q_uestioning and this, 
together with tho a:ppar0nt low intelligence of the man inter­
viGwcd gava the following results in the form of answers to 
questions put to h im. 

Q: On the morning of tho 27th Juno , did any Officer or NCO 
ask you to start work on rer,ioving the f uel lincs from 
Otter aircraft No . 303? 

A: He replied to tho effoct that he had not been instructed 
to do so but did s o as a normal course of his duty as a 
mechanic . 

Q: What do you noan in your written roport whon you rofor to 
the word hotel? 

A: Ho intima ted that ho believed this t(frofor to a type of 
aircraft . This was found to be "Otter " thus the word 
"hotel" should bo taken to moan "Ottor " wher0ver it occurs. 

Q: Were any Europeans pr esent to superviso your work on tho 
aircraft? 

A: None wor0 present. 

Q: Whon you renovod tho bolt JU-159-3 did you do this alone , 
or together with the o.thor Co,ngoloso Me chanic Helper? 
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A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

With the other man . 

Did you reali s e that if you removed the bolt 9 the under­
carriage would move forward and t he wing drop down? 

No. 

Have you anything to add to your stat3mont? 
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Stu ~E:rLJ1ont from ,;ho _:e:::cl'mj_cs.l ITom.bc r of che Board of Inc1 u ir]L 

Al ,.., -'-i" ... (>, ' 
,J L, .ill~:.. ~ 

Eng . t i mo: 
Tim -. ·; 0 insp . 
A/C time; "Cc) M:o. j, insp: 
Eng . t i ne to overhaul: 

3613:30 
152.10 

86 . 15 
800:55 

1047.50 

Pap 

SilliIMARY: Oli·~cr aircraft DH-:)-3 FN 303 was flown in frm.1 Lulua -
h ourg for engine change and belly repa ir duG to hGavy skin 
corrosion at rGar of the 0.xhaust ou tlot . The maiu-ceno,ne:c wor k 
was donG by Sa.bona and the Light Aircraft/Heli copter Squadron . 
Tho Squadron wn s s u:;ip os ·d t o c arry ou t cho engine chang e and 
r emo v0 the f uel belly tanks . Sabona woro s u11posed to rc:uovc 
the corroded fusel age s kin . . Air cr a ft I\'Ic,:,hanics, B. 0 . TIWR:;:;Lri::s 
and L. APPEL:2L~M, with two Oongolose mechanic helpers w,Jr(} ordcor :-,ci 
by ·,hG Squadron Lino Chief, WJO SUITDB:c:;RG , to r •2movc ·ch::-; DC3l l;y 
f uel tanks and he G.xpla inod tha t the mechanic helpers moul d on 
no account be loft v,or k ing without suporvis i on ~ a nd they m·0.st 
al w2,,ys be sho7,'l1 how to do spec ial jobs a nd be cons-:.,an tly under 
supervision whilst carrying out same . On tho morning of 27t~ 
J une, 1962 9 tho two Squadron Ite cha nic s 1.vcn-:, t o the Sabcn11, ro-st--­
aur ant to have brcakfs.st &nc1 l(,ft tlrn two Cong olese hel:pc.rs 
alone withou-:; giving thom any in2truc l: i ons . While t h e ·cvw · 
hel p"'rs w0r c l e f t vdthou t supurvision, t hey enc0 un-~cr ~; d• sJme 
di fficulty in disconnect ing tl10 f uel lines from cho oelly tankfl 
a nd in order to overc ome t~10 (; rou. blo -~hey deci ded ·:; o r emove chc 
bol t part Ho . 0 3Ul59-· 3 whi ch connects ·chc s·cr ut assu,.1bly dro.g 
RE :pa r t jJo ._ 9 3Ul 02-10 ~o t h,; fus~ l ac;o , wi chout suJportinc; :;ho 
air cr2.ft v1ith j acks . Yfi1cm chc bol t \i\'0..3 r (:mo vs d , ~he l a nding 
gear mo ve d forward and the ricl1t wing drop)0d down a nd hit ;;lu 
hangar f loor . l h or c wore no wi ·cncsscs to chc acciden·~ nnd 
both o_ tho Con gol0so mechani cs w ,rc s li.;htl;y hurt . 

AIRGRAF1' :D.A.MAGB: 

CQN:]LUSIOfiS: 

a ) Ri :;-ht wins damab,: d a nd belie ved to bo 
i rrepar abl e . 

b) Brackets bo ·cwoGn th-: fusels 6 o and s-L:ru t 
a sse1;1bly 9 axle LH slightly bent. 

a) It was ne co3Gar y to romovo ·tho belly fuel tanks before 
Sabona cou ld start wor k on roinoving t he ':!oi~rodcd f u selage skin 9 

but no t ne cessary to remove t hG bolt C 3Ul59-3. If tho ;ir o­
codu ro laid down in TC-1-U-Al- 6 fu r remo val of ·she f ,101 tanks 
had been follo we d , this acci dent w u l d not have occurred . 

b) :['ho Squadron ,Aircraft 1icchanic s wer::; assigned to the Squad.J.' ,., . 
somo f our dc::.ys befor e ·cho acc ident and t h ey mus t have misjud0 0d 
the capa1Jiliti os of t h8 Congol oso hel pers . Furthor moro 9 thoy 
have no prac t ice on Qjtor a ircraft . 

( c n t ' d) 
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c) Sabena have been askod to os~c im:rce the cost of repair s 
t o t ho aircraft and this quotation will bo forwarded to 
Air Headq_uart ors a s soon a s it is received. 

RE80IvTivIBNDA1'I0NS: 

a) Aircraft rna in-'c onance work sh ould bo carried out by 
skill0d mechanics only. 

b) Second Lino Ma int onanc o should be carried out according 
t o 1rC-l-U-Al-6 and controlled and supervised by the leader s . 

28 t h June, 1962 / 

The repair costs of OTTER 303 were just r occivod after 
t hi s re?ort was wri ·~ ten, t hey are a s follows: -

Labour 
Mat er i al -

C.Frs . 28, 900 

$96 .36 

It should be note d that t h is is a rough estimate 
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Tho :rnain r os.son for the incidon t is the removal of 
the rigj_1 t landing 5 oar strut . Tho mechanic-hcl]crs 

(Congolase workGr s l ocally onployod ) have not had tho 

t ech~ical tr~ining noedod and obviously did not realise 

wha t daHago mitsht b e caus od by carrying out tho work 
without supsrvision from U. N. technicians . 

Findin.9;s & Rec01llii.10nda tio:1s 

The Board finds it v:r y strange tha t the Congol3so 

YJ r lcrs were l cf-~ alono a t t ho eircraft . Furthermore 

tho Boar d finds it ilost uns~tisfactor J to put two nowl~­
arrivcd Swedish ~o chsnics (with l ittle or no knowl edge 

of Otter a/c ) to suporvi s o tho wo r k . I t is stro ngl y 
r 0comc.cnd0d that i n fu t ure: ConBoleso nechanic s arc nevGr 

1 -ft alcno wllilG workinc on a i rcrc:~ft . It is also 
rocon1jJ_cnd ,d that newly-arr i ve d U. N. lilGchanics vvi th little 

oxpGri0nco s~ould w>rk under tho suporvia ion of an 
ox)c:lri c:1'Jc;d U. N. I:J.o chanic during t1-.Gir fir s t -v:0 cks her ,, • 

Aircraft L1cchanics e,ss ig11od to tlrn Sque.dron should be 

qu2..lifi od and faHili ar wi t h th ;:; t ype of aircraft hGld by 

·[;he Squqdron and havo 0cn ,ral kno-v1lodge of rn.aintGnanco 
system i n us e . 

28th Junc 9 1962 
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BASE COTu~IIANDER'S REM.ARKS 

I agree with tho s ·vatcm0nts madG by tho 
Board of Inquiry, I recommend the C/0 Support 

·· Squadron to take disciplinary action through the 
\ 

Swedish Liaison Officer against the Chief Mechanic 
as well as tho two Swedish mechanic s involved in 
the incident. They have not supervised tho work 

in the proper manner . 

Page 

~<:j'fJ A~.,._~: 
T. T~~Coloncl) 
Base Commandex 1 N'Djili 

28th June, 1962 
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~ 

INTER . OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

A: GEN . RYG 

DE: SQN . L:DR . STUART 

OBJET : 

I agree with the Base Commander that 
disciplinary action should be taken against 
the three Swedish mechanics involved . I suggest 
that they be ass·essed 1 ofo of the estimated 
labour charge . 

A17t~.r1L-
SQN . LDR · STU.ART 


