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To: Mr. Nambiar, 

Please see attached a note from USG Guehenno, 
recommending that following the appointment of 
Mr_ Osman Saleh as the new FM of Eritrea, the SG 
should telephone him, urging him to find a flexible way 
of restoring the integrity of the cease-fire arrangements 
and the Eritrea/Ethiopia peace process. Talking points 
are attached. 

Thank you. 

27-061 1 

Andrew Gilmour 
4 May2007 



... --~~- --·- --- . 

Note to Mr. Nambiar 

Appointment of the new Minister of Foreign Affairs of Eritrea v--

1. As you are aware, in A ril 2007 _ the Government of Eritrea announced the 
appointment ofMr Osman Sa eh as the new mster o ors<ign Affairs. This 
appointment comes at a critical time. You will recall that in its r~soluti9_!!J]_:I. l 2007 _Qf 

30 January 2007, the Security Council called upon the Secretary-General and the 
intemationalcommuiliiyto ''engage with Eritrea ancfEthiopia to help t hem to normalize 
their rerit!Oris~ io promote stability between the parties, and to lay the foundation for 
sustainable peace in the region". Subseg~Q.!!Yt..!b.e .§.~~!a!y_:Q~n.~I!!L held meetin s with 
the Permanent Re resentatives o:t)oth countries_guring which he urged the parties to 
engage in efforts aimed at overcoming the present dangerous stalemate and to work 
towards creating an environment conducive to reaching a lasting and comprehensive 
settlement. 

2. -·-On 25 _Aprih_the §ecret~y-General also ~et with the Forei n Minj_ster of 
Ethio ia, Mr. Seyoum Mesfin. During this meeting, the Secretary-General noted that he 
was encouraged by the speech of Prime Minister Meles before the Ethiopian Parliament 
in March, during which the Prime Minister reiterated "Ethiopia' s acceptance of the 
EEBC decision on the border demarcation with Eritrea". The Secretary-General appealed 
to Ethiopia to translate this expression of political commitment into practice. He also 
emphasized that he would strongly urge the two parties to demonstrate solid commitment 
to the letter and spirit of the Algiers Agreements. 

3. At the same time, the situatio on the groliffil continues to deteriorate, with the 
parties deploying-milliary.pers;rm~·r;upported~ by heavy-;,eapon-;-~d othe;equipment, 
in close proximity to the Temporary Security Zone (TSZ). The two countries also 
continue to exchang e hos tile public- statements: mcluding with regard to Somalia, where 
both are deeply involved. Restrictions imposed by Eritrea and, to some extent, Ethiopia, 
on UNMEE's freedom of movement, severely impede operational activities ofthe 
Mission. The military activities on the ground may eventually lead to a confrontation. 
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