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CABINET OU SECRETAIRE GENERAL

Rm. S-3840A-Tel. (212)963-5495 -Fax(212)963-1185

Dear Mr. Wodzicki,

AUG-6B98

EOSG/CENTRA

30 July 1998

All the best for a successful symposium.

-General's message for the
12-15 November 1998.

Yours sincerely,

Gillian Martin Sorensen
Assistant Secretary-General

for External Relations

Mr. Michael L. Wodzicki
Secretary General, SSUNS '98
United Nations Students' Association

of McGill University
Montreal, Quebec
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE TO THE
6TH ANNUAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS

UNITED NATIONS SYMPOSIUM
12-15 NOVEMBER 1998

I am delighted to send greetings to all participants in the 6th Annual Secondary
Schools United Nations Symposium.

More than 50 years ago, the IJmtedfNahons $a|%j»rn out of the carnage and chaos
of world war. Sovereign governmfnts embtatred a-ne^jsion of long-term peace and
international stability through l^^era^^jgnuljpateralja^tion. They recognized that
global problems could not be Jorvifd by one nariofl acftiiig alone, no matter how
resourceful or powerful. j ***'..̂- W h f i

In today's global society, that vision remains just as relevant, perhaps even more
so. Such challenges as disarmament, environmental pollution, crime and terrorism all
demand a coordinated and concerted international response. As a global institution, the
United Nations possesses the credibility, expertise and world-wide network necessary to
address these and other problems and trends in a comprehensive manner.

Your symposium takes place as the United Nations marks the 50th Anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. On 10 December 1998, in every part of the
world, men, women, and children of every color and creed will gather to embrace our
common human rights. The Declaration, which was a decisive step forward in mankind's
progress towards a higher level of civilization, gave a new and powerful impetus to the
dual trend towards universal respect for human rights and more profound reflection on the
content of such rights.

I would like to thank you for your interest in the work of the United Nations.
Remember, the "world Organization" is your Organization. Young people make up
30 per cent of the world's population. You are-key agents for environmental awareness,
social change, economic development and technological innovation. In our efforts
towards global peace, justice and prosperity, your ideas and support can make a crucial
difference. In that spirit, I wish you the best for a rewarding and highly successful
symposium.

Annan
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July 10*, 1998

Ms. G.M. Sorenson
Assistant Secretary — General for External Relations
Executive Office of the Secretary - General of the United Nations
Rm. S-3840-A, United Nations
New York, New York
10017

Dear Ms. Sorenson:

I am the Secretary General for the 6* annual Secondary Schools United Nations Symposium 1998, to be
held from the 12th to the 15th of November. SSUNS, as it is more fondly known, is a high school model
United Nations conference which attracts over 400 students from around North America and is sponsored
by the United Nations Students Association of McGill University (UNSAM). You may be more familiar
with our university conference, McMun, which this year expects to welcome over 1,000 students from across
the world. The purpose of this letter is to request a welcoming letter from the Honorable Koffi Annan,
which we can include in our delegate handbooks.

A high school model United Nations such as SSUNS exposes young people to current events and global
issues that influence their everyday lives. Moreover, discussion and debate are not limited to the simulation of
United Nations Committees. This year SSUNS is simulating the Yalta Conference of 1945, providing a Press
Corps in which delegates can take part, and simulating a meeting of the First Ministers of Canada.
Furthermore, delegates will have the opportunity to attend the opening ceremonies of SSUNS at the
headquarters of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). As you can surely see, SSUNS
extends well beyond a pure "Model United Nations". It provides delegates with an educational forum,
through which they can discuss and debate current events while learning about history, politics, economics,
public speaking, debating and so forth. The SSUNS Secretariat and I firmly believe that we are equipping
young men and women with the necessary skills and knowledge that they will be able to use throughout their
lives.

This year's conference will further provide delegates with the opportunity to help celebrate the 50*
Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which will take place on December 10*, 1998.
McGill University has a special bond to the Declaration through the work of Mr. Peter John Humphrey, a
McGill alumnus and former professor of international law. Mr. Humphrey is credited with authoring the first
draft of the Declaration. SSUNS delegates will help commemorate this anniversary through various activities,
including a simulation of the UN Commission on Human Rights.

Included in this letter is a SSUNS brochure and sheet outlining the committees of our conference. What
I am requesting is a brief welcoming letter from the Honorable Secretary - General, which can be included in
the delegate handbook. It would be greatly appreciated if the above could be sent prior to October l!t, 1998.
Should you have any inquiries regarding SSUNS, or UNSAM, please do not hesitate to contact me at the
address listed below, or personally by telephone at (514)-484-6948.

We, participants and staff alike, would be deeply honored to receive a message from the Secretary -
Jeneral, and would be inspired by his participation. Thank you for your interest and cooperation.

Sincerely,

Michael L. Wodzicki
Secretary General, SSUNSJ98

[ncl: Brochure and Committee Sheet
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