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Excellency,

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you and to
the people of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan my warmest
congratulations on the occasion of the fiftieth
anniversary of the independence of Pakistan.

Your achievement of nationhood has served as a
source of inspiration for many other colonial peoples in
their quest for independence. Pakistan was one of the
earliest members of the United Nations and has made a
significant contribution to all spheres of its
activities. Pakistan nationals have served with
distinction in many UN peace-keeping operations.
Pakistan has played an active role in various UN bodies,
including membership of the Security Council, the
Presidency of the General Assembly in 1962 and the
Presidency of the Economic and Social Council. Pakistan
has also played a leading role in the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, the Commonwealth, the Group of 77 and
the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation.

I am heartened by Pakistan's recent efforts to
improve relations with its neighbours, including India.
I hope that the Pakistan-Indian dialogue will resolve all
differences and pave the way for a genuine reconciliation
between two great countries of South Asia.

On this solemn occasion, I extend to you my best
wishes for every success in your efforts to strengthen
democracy and to secure economic and social progress for
all the people of Pakistan.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my
highest consideration.

..Kofi A. Annan

His Excellency
Mr. Farooq Ahmed Khan Leghari
President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Islamabad
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Dear Mr. Ambassador,

The Secretary-General would be grateful if the enclosed

letter could be forwarded to His Excellency President Farooq

Ahmed Khan Leghari.

I enclose a copy of the letter for your information.

Please accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my

highest consideration.

S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet-/

His Excellency
Mr. Ahmad Kamal
Permanent Representative of
Pakistan to the United Nations

New York




