
JS 2003 12:58 FAX 221 8424754

Note to the Secretary-General

Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission. EXECUTIVE OFFICE
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

1. The Mixed Commission has held its fifth session in Yaounde from 5 to 6
August 2003 and has achieved substantial progress in the implementation of
its mandate.

2. Firstly, the Mixed Commission has adopted a Working Calendar which is
a comprehensive road map outlining the major steps it should follow in
order to carry out the implementation of the ICJ Judgment. This Working
calendar will be subject to necessary adjustments that may be made at its
subsequent meetings.

3. Secondly, the Mixed Commission has agreed that the first phase of the
withdrawal process of Nigeria civil administration, military and police
forces should start on 8 December in the Lake Chad area and be completed
by 31 December 2003..

r

4. Thirdly, the Mixed Commission approved the document entitled
Applications for Funds to the Development Partners that will be used as a
background document to help mobilize funds for demarcation activities. The
Mixed Commission noted also that both Cameroon and Nigeria has
deposited each an amount of US$ 1.25 million to the United Nations Trust
Fund for the initial financing of demarcation activities. It also decided that
tripartite contacts will be made with the Development Partners in order to
raise additional funds for the demarcation process.

5. The Mixed Commission has accomplished a major breakthrough by
obtaining the acceptance of Nigeria to withdraw by the end of December
2003 its civil administration, military and police forces from the Lake Chad
area. We hope that this first step of withdrawal will make the process
irreversible and serve as an additional confidence building measure.
Although this is an important result it is still very fragile and need to be
consolidated.

6. The Mixed Commission has reached an important and crucial point in its
work and further progress will depend, as never before, on the
administrative support of the UNHQ and the availability of additional
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resources in order to strengthen the confidence that both Parties have placed
in the Unfed Nations whose credibility is at stake.

7. The Mixed Commission has been established personally by the SG on 15
November 2002 as mechanism for conflict prevention. Through dialogue
and patience, UN is implementing step by step the ICJ Judgment which is
very complex and has many practical implications. The success of this
process will be a major achievement for the Organization and will strengthen
further its credibility in Africa.

8. Finally, I would like to recommend that the SG call or send a letter to
Presidents Biya and Obasanjo to congratulate them for being positively
committed and encourage them to remain personally engaged to ensure, that
in particular, the Nigerian withdrawal from and the re-establishment of
Cameroon sovereignty on the Lake Chad area, will be carried out properly
and smoothly.

9. Detailed"proposal for the implementation of the Working Calendar/Road
Map will be forwarded to you by the end of this week.

Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah

11 August 2003.




