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THE STATE HOUSE,
DAR ES SALAAM,

TANZANIA.

20th January 1968

His Excellency U Tiiant,
Secretary General of the United Nations,
New York, U.S.A.

Dear U Thant,

For a very long time you have demonstrated your
concern, and your frustration, over the situation in
Vietnam. I know that you have tried on many occasions
to intervene in the cause of peace? from Tanzania we
have admired your efforts, and sympathised with your
deep concern over their failure up to now.

I know, however, that you have not lost interest
in this matter, and it is for this reason that I am
writing to report to you, as Secretary General of the
United Nations, of recent developments in which I have
"been involved. You will then Toe able to judge whether
there is anything further which you can do at this stage.

On December 23rd 1967, after hearing a report of
the offer to mediate made "by His Holiness Pope Paul "VI,
I wrote to him. My purpose was to inform him that at
the end of November I had received a special envoy from
the North Vietnamese Government, who had been sent to
explain their attitude on negotiations with the Americans,
I questioned the Envoy very closely, and at the end was
convinced of the sincerity of his Government. He stated
clearly that if the bombing of North Vietnam was stopped,
the North Vietnamese Government would be willing to
enter into discussions with the Americans. Their only
condition was that the bombing should be stopped; they
were not willing to appear to be talking under duress.

I informed His Holiness of my conviction of the
genuineness of this position, in the hope that it would
provide him with some basis for his work of mediation.
Then, as you know, the North Vietnamese Foreign Minister
stated the same thing publicly at the beginning of this
year. I then wrote again to His Holiness, and also
wrote to President Johnson, telling him that the latest
statement supported my own prior information, and begging
him to take advantage of this opportunity for peace.

On the 18th January I received a high-ranking
member of the Vatican Department of State, who had been
sent by His Holiness to investigate the position further.
After discussion with him I then called in the Charge
d1Affaires of the Embassy of North Vietnam in Dar es
Salaam. Again I pressed him closely on this matter;
and again I was convinced of their desire for peace.

The Vietnamese Charge d1Affaires insisted that there
could be no discussions under duress; talks would not be
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started if the bombing were merely 'suspended1. He also
made it clear that his Government was not willing to agree
to any moratorium on the despatch of supplies and equipment
etc. to the people fighting in the South as a return
gesture to the Americans. Their attitude is that the
bombing is wrong, both legally and morally; its cessation
cannot be exchanged for the abandonment of the tuoops and
people in the South, who are fighting what they regard as
a civil war. They also point out that the Americans have
not suggested that they will cease reinforcing their troops,
and that a unilateral action of this kind by North Vietnam
would therefore be tantamount to inviting a military victory
for the other side.

Mr. Secretary-General, I am sure that you are in fact
already fully aware of the views and attitudes of the
North Vietnamese Government - probably more so than myself.
Nevertheless, it seemed to me to be important that I should
repeat to you the position as I know it; no harm could
come from such an action, and it is just possible that you
might find the reinforcement of your information from
another source to be useful to Jpou.

Let me conclude by assuring you that I shall continue
to use any opportunity which presents itself - and to
create an opportunity if possible - to contribute to the
attainment of a peace in South East Asia which is consistent
with the principles of human equality and national self-
determination. I shall keep you informed of any new
developments.

With good wishes for your personal health and well-
being, and for the success of your work for world peace
and justice.

Yours sincerely,
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MATASALAMAT MANSION

Zanaki Street

Reference: CONFIDENTIAL

UNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA

Cables: UNDEVPRO, DAR ES SALAAM

P O S T O F F I C E B o x 9 1 8 2

Telephone: 22734, 22735,
21605, 20033,

6 February 1970

Dear Mr. Narasimhan,

This is to confirm that the letter from the Secretary-

General to President Nyerere attached to your note of 28

•̂ January has been delivered, to the President's office.

iw*&\.̂ ;./'.'•'• :-•';.,• " ' ;•.; : . > ••;• - . Yours sincerely,

lUattssoh"
/ident Representative

Mr. C.V* Narasimhan
Chef de Cabinet
Executive Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations
New York
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THE STATE HOUSE,
DAR ES SALAAM,

TANZANIA.

5th January, 1970.

U Thant,
Secretary-General,
United. Nations,
NEW YORK.

Dear U Thant,

On my return to Dar-es-Salaam from an up-country
safari, I recently received your letter of 12th
December, 1969, relating to a possible further United
Nations appointment for Mr. Al Noor Kassum.

The knowledge that you would like to use Mr. Kassum
in your own Executive Office caused me to give very
serious reconsideration to the plans we had been making.
I do fully appreciate your need to have people of first-
class ability in your Office, and we are happy that you
consider a Tanzanian fitted for this post.

Nonetheless, I have finally decided that I must
ask Mr. Kassum to return to Tanzania. We need him
here, and I have had to assume that it is easier for you
than for us to get another person of his ability. I
therefore hope you will understand my decision to ask
Mr. Kassum to return at the beginning of April, 1970.
In particular, I hope that you will realise that the
decision has not been taken because of any lack of
support for the United Nations, or lack of appreciation
of the United Nations' need for persons of high ability
from its different member states.

Allow me to take this opportunity to express to you
personally my very sincere good wishes for the coming
year. I hope that your health remains good, so that you
will be able to continue the important and difficult task
which we, the peoples of the world, have placed upon your
shoulders.

With very good wishes,

Yours sincerely,
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNITED REPUBLJCUQF
TANZANIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS?-••--"--'————

V,;<l'^"'
8OO SECOND AVENUE

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 1OO17

972-9160

NY/C.30/3

The Permanent Representative of the United Republic
of Tanzania to the United Nations presents his compliments
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the
honour, on behalf of the Government of the United Republic
of Tanzania to cordially extend to the Organization an
invitation for two delegates to go and participate in the
celebrations marking the 10th Anniversary of our country's
independence. The celebrations will be from 1st to 12th
December, 1971. The Government of the United Republic of
Tanzania will be responsible for accommodation, board and
local transportation of the delegates.

The Permanent Representative of the United Republic
of Tanzania would highly appreciate if a reply is received
by the end of this month to enable the organizers to complete
the necessary arrangementse

While waiting for an early reply the Permanent Representative
of the United Republic of Tanzania avails himself of this
opportunity to renew to the Secretary General of the United
Nations the assurances of his_highest consideration.

.. NEW YO$K /^Sfflfert
!'• \\ SSfofe/K

^/•'\

st} 6,-1971

The Secretary General
United Nations
United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y. 10017.

-v

'C



CVN/je cc: Mr/feirasimhan
>Mrs. Mira

13 September 1971

the honour to aeknowledgs receipt of your letter
of 8 Sept̂ nibar with whteh you sent a letter addressed to me
by the President, Hie l&eellenejr Mwalinni Julitis K.

tlith this letter I enelose tagr ̂ tply to the
which t r9que0t you to transmit to him,

Accept, Mr. Aeibassaaor, the assurances of my highest

consideration.

Yours

0 fhsiat

His Ejecsllenejf Mr. Salim Ahmed Saliia
®cti*aofdinary and H^alpotentiasy

lep^eeeatatlve of the United Etspublis
of Tanzania to th$ tfnited Satione

800 IMssenA AiFettuiej 3^ fleos?
15 .IT,



cc: Permanent Mission
Mr. Warasimhan
Mrs. Mira

3,3
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like to wsafflQy s?@eip*ocata yowp ferspnel good
wishes and hope tre may continue to keep In touch.
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Jull-ue K.'

Ee Salaaja



PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF

TANZANIA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

800 SECOND AVENUE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1OO17

972-9160

September 8, 1971.

H.E. U Thant -^ Jfy
Secretary General / ,./ ''-̂
United Nations ~""'
New York, N.Y. 10017.

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

I have the honour to enclose herewith a

letter addressed to Your Excellency by my President,

Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere, concerning the recent

incidents on the Tanzania Uganda border.

Please accept Mr. Secretary General, the

assurances of my highest consideration.

Yours ^sincerely,

Salim Ahmed Salim
Permanent Representative

Encl:



THE STATE HOUSE,
DAR ES SALAAM,

TANZANIA.

4th September, 1971.

U Thant,
Secretary General,
United Nations,
NEW YORK,
U.S.A.

Dear U Thant,

I am writing to explain the background, and the
policy of the Tanzanian Government in relation to the
recent incidents on the Tanzania/Uganda border. For
I feel that you have a legitimate interest in matters
which disturb the peace of East Africa and thus of
Africa as a whole.

I do not need to remind you of the coup which took
place in Uganda while President Obote was at the
Commonwealth Conference in January 1971* We in this
country were upset about this for many reasons, an
important one of which was its inevitable effect on
East African co-operation, and the new element of
instability it introduced within the Community.
Tanzania's immediate reaction was therefore to refuse
diplomatic recognition to the Amin regime. We have
not changed this policy. Indeed, subsequent actions
of the Uganda regime have confirmed that it constitutes
a very serious danger to the peace and stability of
East Africa.

It is, perhaps, necessary that I should make it
clear that, despite our attitude to the Amin regime,
it is not Tanzania's policy to try to reinstate
President Obote as leader of Uganda. Nor do we desire
to interfere in the internal affairs of Uganda. But
the Amin regime is not a government with which we are
prepared to carry on normal bilateral relations. In
particular we are concerned to prevent the coup in Uganda
from becoming a coup in East Africa through illegal
actions in relation to the East African Community and
its institutions. It is for this reason that, although
we have been trying to maintain the East African
Community, Tanzania has refused to accept appointments
which Amin purports to make unilaterally, contrary to
the Treaty or the Procedures laid down in the Treaty.

General Amin's difficulties within Uganda are now
becoming clear to all. His greatly enlarged but almost
entirely new army is completely undisciplined, and
there appear to be intermittent outbreaks of fighting
between members of the armed forces as well as attacks
by soldiers on civilians. Further, gangsterism has
now become a major factor contributing to an atmosphere
of general insecurity for the masses of the people.
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In the light of these facts we believe that
Amin's policy towards Tanzania has two purposes.
The first is an attempt to pressurise this country
into recognising his regime. The second arises from
his need to divert attention from his internal problems;
by so doing he probably hopes that he will be able to
rally his Forces because of "external threats" and
also that he will be able to attract some external
support for his regime.

This is the only possible explanation of
General Amin!s allegations during recent months of
Tanzanian incursions into Uganda. These allegations
became so wild that his credibility completely
disappeared. However, as they included assertions
that there was fighting on the Tanzania/Uganda border,
my Government in mid July invited four Western
journalists to visit Mutukula - the main border village.
Their reports showed the world that, far from fighting,
the Forces of the two States were fraternising and
the border village life was continuing as normal.

Amin's reaction to these reports was to close
his border with both Tanzania and Rwanda. (He has
since re-opened his border with Rwanda.)

After that closure, life in the villages on the
Tanzania/Uganda border continued much the same for
a period. On the Tanzania side our policy was to allow
Ugandan civilians to cross into Tanzania for their
normal business (villages straddle the border) if they
were allowed to do so by the Ugandan troops. In the
week beginning 16th August these Ugandan civilians
told us that they were being urged to move and were
reluctant to do so. During the following weekend
however it appears that Uganda civilians living in
these border villages were forced to move; we believe
that General Amin or some other Senior Army Officer
visited Mutukula for this purpose.

On Tuesday the 24th August four Ugandan soldiers
crossed into Tanzania; these, in accordance with our
policy of distinguishing between soldiers and civilians,
were arrested. Very shortly thereafter an attack
was made by Ugandan Forces. The Tanzanian patrols were
taken by surprise and retreated after some casualties,
but later they regrouped and pushed the Ugandan soldiers
back to the Ugandan border. Members of the Tanzania
Peoples Defence Forces did not cross into Uganda but an
exchange of shelling took place during which a Ugandan
prison where soldiers were sheltering was damaged.
The Tanzania casualties in this engagement were two
civilians and one soldier killed; two soldiers, one
policeman, and four civilians wounded; in addition,
Assistant Commissioner of Police Hans Poppe was wounded,
and was captured by the Ugandan forces. We believe
that he has since been murdered and that it was his
body which was displayed by General Amin in support of
his allegation that Chinese personnel were involved on
the Tanzania side. Hans Poppe's father was a German
and his mother a Mhehe from the Iringa Region of Tanzania.
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Since that first incident shelling has been
resumed by the Ugandans on several different days,
and the Tanzanian forces have replied in kind.
In addition, on one occasion a Ugandan truck crossed
to the Tanzanian side of the border and was blown
up by a minej it is believed that two Ugandan soldiers
and one officer were killed, but their bodies were
rescued by Ugandan troops and we have only civilian
reports of the details.

The orders to the Tanzanian troops are quite
clear. They have been instructed that they are not
to provoke any incident at all and that Tanzania's
interest is in peace on the border. The Forces
have also been instructed, however, that if provocation
comes from the Uganda side then they should hit back
hard. This will continue to be our policy.

We in this country do not desire these border
incidents. They are unnecessary and are damaging to
East Africa and Africa as a whole. We on our side
desire to give all our attention to the development
of our country - which keeps us fully occupied. But
we cannot allow General Amin to send his troops across
into our territory. This we will resist.

This means that if trouble does continue at the
Tanzania/Uganda border it will be because General Amin
wants trouble there for his own reasons of internal
or external policy. We shall do nothing to provoke
such trouble and we hope that it will now stop. But
the Government and people of Tanzania will not be
forced by such tactics to recognise the Amin regime.

In writing this account I am not asking that you
should take any initiative in this matter. But it
seemed to me that you would wish to understand the
situation as we see it. It is in that spirit that
I have written.

As I close allow me to send my personal good
wishes to you.

Yours sincerely,
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UNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA

MATASALAMAT MANSION

Zaoaki Street

Reference

Cables: UNDBVPRO, DAR ES SALAAM

POST OFFICE Box 9182

Telephone: 27411

3 November, 1971

Dear Mr, Harasiinhan,

As you know Tanzania celebrates the tenth anniversary of her
independence on December 9th and I have been requested to represent
the Secretary-General on that, occasion. The Government has been
notified accordingly by the Secretary-General's office.

The anniversary will be celebrated in a very big way with invitees
from many parts of the world, including the last British Governor and a
nximber of former colonial officers, attending. Some African Heads of
State are also expected for the occasion. A great number of different
events will take place during the celebrations xvhich will last from
December 2 to 12.

In connexion with the anniversary celebrations I have received
the enclosrd letter from the Editor of the Oovernraent owned newspaper
"The Standard", which is nelf-explanatory. Though the letter is dated
9 September it only recently reached me as it had beon forwarded to rae
in Hew York where it arrived after my departure. It was finally returned
here. I have informed the Editor accordingly.

The publication in a newspaper supplement may not be the most
appropriate way to convey a message from the Secretary-General. Apart
from this, I would like, however, to put up for your consideration the
posoibility of the Secretary-General transmitting a message to Tanzania
on this important occasion. Tanzania wnc U.F. Trust Territory before
independence and U.N. played an important part in the independence
struggle. I would be grateful therefore if you would consider the possi-
bility of having a message from the Secretary-General cent here for the
celebrations, e.g. a telegraphic message to the President or a written
message which I could hand over to him.

I would be grateful to hear from you in the matter.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Mr. C.V. ITarasimhan
Under Secretary-General ;
Chef de Cabinet
Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations
Hew York

\ jjcnnar^nTnTfctSs'bh
Resident Representative
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Tho Representative,
United Nations Development Programme^
P.O. Box 9182,
DAR ES SALAAN.

•v 4'

^:&Jf '' :';-
'̂ r r.̂ £a.:4

Dear Sir,

Tanzania, a mem1^;- of the United Nations celsbrates the 10th ye«t
of her indopendf'rict! nil ytti December, 1971. On this occasion .the
Standard ia publishing a big supplsment reviewing the country's
progress and her rola in International affairs.

The purpose of LMs latter is lo ask you to forward to u» sny
messagt) marking this occasion that the Secretary Genaral (nay wish
published on thib clay. Such message should reach ue not later than
15th October,

day 1 have your reaction to thie proposal at your earliest convenience
in order to facilitate planning.

Youra Sincerely,

Sn/gb.

Acting Cdi'tpy


