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In accordance with UN Security Council Resolution 1088, I attach the monthly report

on SFOR operations for September 2003. I would appreciate your making this

report available to the UN Security Council.

Yours sincerely,

End.

His Excellency
Mr Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations Headquarters
United Nations Plaza 2
New York 10017
U.S.A.
Fax: 001 212 9632155
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Monthly Report to the United Nations on SFOR Operations

1. Over the reporting period (1 to 30 September 2003) there were just over 11,600
troops deployed in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia.

2. The overall situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina remained stable during the
period under review.

Security

3. On 7 September, an explosion caused by a small device occurred in Sarajevo
in the garden of the house of the EU Police Mission (EUPM) Chief Police
Adviser and the EUPM Legal Adviser, causing only minor damage and no
injuries. On 9 September, the Cantonal Police in Sarajevo arrested three
suspects and issued a warrant for a fourth allegedly involved in the explosion.
During their search, the police found weapons, various ordnance, burglary
tools, assorted stolen goods and police uniform items.

4. On 4 September, Dragan Nikolic, who was apprehended by SFOR on 21 April
2000, entered pleas of guilty to four of the counts against him in his indictment
for war crimes at the ICTY. He admitted to charges of persecution, the murder
and torture of prisoners and aiding and abetting sexual violence whilst serving
as a guard at the Susica detention camp near Vlasenica. Prosecutors are
seeking a sentence of at least 15 years imprisonment.

5. On 9 September, the Bosnia and Herzegovina Prosecutor's Office issued a
warrant for Momcilo Mandic, who was released from a Serbian prison 2 days
earlier. Mandic was arrested for allegedly laundering over $6.5 million through
a Belgrade bank. Prior to his arrest, his international assets were frozen and
he was banned from travelling abroad.

6. On 3 September, the Republic Srpska Interior Ministry confirmed an attempt
by the Police to arrest Radovan Karadzic in a bishop's house in Bijeljina.
Police blocked the house but failed to find the Person Indicted for War Crime
(PIFWC). A spokesman for the Police stated that they had acted on a tip-off
from the EUPM. This statement was made following pressure by the High
Representative, Lord Ashdown, on the Republika Srpska to arrest Karadzic.
This attempt was the first one ever made by the Republika Srpska to arrest a
PICWC on their own.
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Attacks against SFOR and SFOR Operational Activities

7. There were no significant acts of violence directed against SFOR personnel
over the reporting period.

8. SFOR continues to contribute to the maintenance of a safe and secure
environment in Bosnia and Herzegovina; collect weapons and ammunition in
the framework of Operation HARVEST; and monitor possible terrorist-related
threats throughout the country.

9. Upon completion of a robust and successful search operation, SFOR was now
taking stock of the weapons collected. In particular, some of the weapons
collected were in extremely good condition and it was apparent that several of
the caches had been moved within the past few weeks and months. A total of
31 caches, with 120 tons of weapons and ammunition, were found. The
reasons for the success of the Operation HARVEST will be studied in great
detail by SFOR and would form the basis for a seminar on weapons collection
for senior officers from SFOR and the other Balkans commands. The results
of the operation have led SFOR to believe that there was possibly a large
number of other illegal weapons and ammunition caches throughout the Area
Of Operation (AOR) and SFOR intended to develop new recce and
collection/search techniques to continue the momentum.

10. The total number of items turned in and/or collected during the month of
September under Operation HARVEST included: 552 small arms (rifles,
pistols and revolvers); 224,435 rounds of ammunition less than 20 mm; 5,799
rounds of ammunition between 20 mm and 76 mm; 923 rounds of ammunition
greater than 76 mm; 1,330 hand grenades; 903 mines; 2,038 kilograms of
explosives; and 14,026 other items (mortars, mortar rounds, rifle grenades,
attack rockets and hand-made ordnance). SFOR continues to collect
weapons held illegally throughout the country and pursues its information
campaign to encourage weapons to be handed in voluntarily.

11. On 13 September, two unexploded 500 Ibs bombs were found in the Sava
River within 300 metres of the main bridge and Bosanski Brod City Centre.
Because neither Bosnia and Herzegovina nor SFOR had an Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) capability, SFOR requested assistance for the
disposal of the bombs. As a result, the French Ministry of Defence authorised
the French EOD team participating in Exercise Cooperative Engagement 03
to conduct a reconnaissance of the unexploded bombs. On 19 September,
French divers identified the two bombs as World War II United States-made
general purpose bombs which had recently been exposed by the low state of
the river. The French team destroyed the bombs on 21 September.
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12. The departure of the Italian strategic reserve forces from theatre on 24
September marked the end of DYNAMIC RESPONSE 03 (DR03). The
exercise was conducted successfully, was well received by participants and
by the Joint Operations Area (JOA) commanders. The ability of the Over The
Horizon Forces (OHTF) to move between the two theatres via the Serbian-
Montenegro air corridor was a positive step forward for the future of the JOA
reserve operations.

13. On 15 September, SFOR raided the VRS barracks and intelligence service
offices in Foca. Soldiers also raided offices belonging to Bosnian-Serb
Telekom, Elektropriveda RS, and a local radio station. This was a routine
SFOR inspection, which went according to plans and without incidents.

14. On 20 September, the dedication of the Srebrenica Memorial and Cemetery at
Potocari concluded peacefully. Former United States President Bill Clinton
spoke briefly and placed a wreath at the site of the memorial. An estimated
14,000 people attended the ceremony, and tocal authorities provided security
and traffic control. SFOR assisted local police with security.

Cooperation and Compliance by the Parties

15. On 25 September, the Bosnia and Herzegovina Defence Reform Commission
(DRC) delivered a report on the progress of defence reforms to the Peace
Implementation Council (PIC) Steering Board. Following a meeting with
political leaders to resolve any remaining issues, the DRC Chairman, James
Locher, and the High Representative, Lord Ashdown, announced at a press
conference on 26 September that all the DRC members agreed with the
Commission's proposals. Under the accord, the two Entity Armed Forces (VF
and VRS) will remain, but will be subordinated to a unified state-level
command and control structure for the Bosnia and Herzegovina armed forces,
including a Ministry of Defence, a Joint Staff and an Operational Command.
The Armed Forces will be trimmed to 12,000, consisting of 8,000 VF and
4,000 VRS troops. Weapons holdings and storage sites will be reduced
accordingly. Entity Defence Ministry Staffs will be reduced by 25%, thereby
saving 81M KM. The reforms will also introduce a joint system of ranks and
salaries, ethical standards and rules of service for both the military and
civilians. This unified command structure is an important step towards PfP
membership. The DRC report also recommended the establishment of a
Transition Management Office and the DRC has given a deadline of 15
December 2003 for the adoption of its recommendations.
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16. According to information provided by the VF Liaison Officer in MNB(SE) on 16
September, one company from Bosnia and Herzegovina will be deployed to
Iraq under Polish Command in March 2004. The company will have three
platoons, one from each ethnic group. This deployment can be seen as an
indication of the increased preparedness of Bosnia and Herzegovina to
assume greater responsibility in international peacekeeping operations,

17. On 16 September, the Republika Sprska Defence Ministry began their review
of bids from eleven companies, coming from Canada, Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Serbia and Montenegro, interested in the sale of VRS
surplus weapons. The final decisions would be made once SFOR had vetted
the applicants.

18. In the reporting period, the Entity Armed Forces (EAF) carried out normal
training activities, in compliance with the military provisions of the Dayton
Peace Agreement. There were no reports of missing weapons from Weapons
Storage Sites (WSS) in September.

19. During the period under review, there were a total of 115 EAF Training and
Operations activities (49 VRS and 66 VF), and 263 Movements activities (144
VRS and 119 VF). A total of 402 EAF mine clearing activities were monitored.
SFOR also carried out 48 inspections and verification of WSS: 22 VRS, 4 VF-
B, 14 VF-H and 8 VF. No VRS WSS were closed in September.

Cooperation with International Organisations

20. Within capabilities and in accordance with its mandate, SFOR continues to
provide assistance to the international organisations working in theatre.

Outlook

21. Operational Rehearsal DYNAMIC RESPONSE clearly demonstrated the
determination of the Internationa! Community to act immediately in case of
resumption of the conflict. Operations HARVEST and DISCOVERY continued
to yield excellent results, with over a quarter of a million rounds of
ammunition, nearly 550 small arms and 1350 hand grenades collected. The
unprecedented amounts of weapons collected would produce many valuable
lessons that would be shared with KFOR, NHQS and will be of use for future
NATO peace support operations. The decision of the DRC to merge the Entity
Armed Forces under one command had taken defence reform to a very
substantial level. Although it does not imply full command and control, this
step is nonetheless very encouraging for further developments.
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