
Note to Ms. Barcena

Additional Requests for Polio Advocacy with Donors

1. Current Global Situation:

As has been mentioned frequently in the international press Nigeria, India, Afghanistan
and Pakistan now contain the only reservoirs of indigenous wild poliovirus in the world.
India is experiencing an 'acute outbreak' in 2006 after almost stopping polio last year.
WHO has mentioned to us that the funding gap of US$ 390 million for 2007-2008 in the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative needs to be urgently filled with at least US$50 million.

2. Request for additional Interventions:

Accordingly, Dr. Heymann from WHO is suggesting additional letters be sent from the
SG to the following donors:

• Bahrain and Oman— the last two members of the GCC that have not yet been
approached for funding for polio eradication. Bahrain is the only member of the
GCC that has yet to make a contribution. WHO has informed us that an initial
meeting with the Ambassador of Bahrain to the UN in Geneva seems promising,
but a letter from the SG will be a deciding factor. The Crown Prince of Bahrain has
also recently expressed interest in supporting polio eradication during a meeting
with the Gates Foundation.

• The Netherlands-- has lapsed as a polio donor;
• Sweden~the Foreign Affairs Ministry is apparently supportive of providing

additional funding for polio eradication and a letter from the SG would help.
• Japan—polio partners are concerned that without political intervention, Japan's

annual funding to polio eradication will decrease by up to 50% over previous years,
despite the PM's commitment at the G8 Gleneagles Summit to maintain or increase
polio funding for 2006-2008.

• Italy-- not yet fully paid its 2004-2006 polio pledge of €14 million and has taken
no action on G8 polio promises at Gleneagles and St Petersburg.

• Germany—is in a position of leadership and influence with other G8 and EU
countries. Germany may have significant funding that could be reprogrammed to
support polio eradication efforts in India and Nigeria.

• France—not yet operationalized G8 polio promises made at Gleneagles and
Saint Petersburg.
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Please note that the heads of UNICEF, WHO and Rotary International wrote joint
letters to the G8 heads of state/government in September thanking them for keeping
polio on the G8 agenda and requesting them to fulfill their commitments.

3. Impact of the Secretary-General's recent interventions:

It is worth briefly summarizing some of the responses to letters from the SG requesting
funding for polio. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia provided US$ 2.66 million. Kuwait
made a firm written pledge for US$ 1 million. In the U.A.E., the Minister of Health has
promised that the issue will be placed before the entire cabinet for a decision. As for
Qatar, their Ambassador to the UN in Geneva has written to the capital reinforcing the
request for funds made in the letter from the SG. The letters from the SG have also
provided WHO a valuable opportunity to make personal visits with the Ambassadors of the
GCC countries to seek support for global polio eradication efforts.

In addition, the SG's letters to polio-affected countries have had a big impact. WHO
informs us that in India the SG's letter secured increased commitment from the Minister of
Health who organized an emergency meeting to discuss the situation and take remedial
actions. In Pakistan, they have been working to improve the planning and implementation
of polio campaigns. A meeting to be chaired by the President that includes the key district
officials is being considered. In Afghanistan, initial discussions are underway to explore
the possibility of declaring "Days of Tranquility" in the conflict affected provinces. In
Angola, the President requested that additional effort be made to ensure that the polio
outbreak is quickly stopped.

4. Suggestion:

We agree with WHO's request to target the countries mentioned in paragraph 2 with the
help of letters from the SG to raise additional funding for Polio. However, before we
proceed with preparing the draft letters we would grateful for feedback if the SG would
agree to this course of action.

Many thanks.
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