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UPDATE ON CROSS-BORDER OPERATIONS IN SYRIA 

I. Further to my update on 23 July on operational planning for United Nations cross-
border humanitarian convoys pursuant to Security Council resolution 2165, this note provides 
an update on the status of convoys to date. 

2. The first cross-border convoy took place from Turkey through the Bab ai-Salam 
crossing on 24 and 25 July. The convoy transported humanitarian assistance, including food, 
shelter materials, non-food items and water/sanitation supplies for 5,150 households 
(approximately 26,000 people), in one sub-district in Aleppo Governorate and one sub
district in ldleb governorate. Following the Eid holiday, distribution of the assistance is on
going as of 7 August in both locations via local implementing partners. 

3. On 5 and 6 August, a second cross border convoy took place from Turkey through the 
Bab al-Salam crossing. The convoy transported humanitarian assistance, including food 
assistance, shelter and non-food items, water, sanitation and hygiene items and emergency 
health kits for some 45,000 households (approximately 225,000 people) in two sub-districts 
in Aleppo governorate and one sub-district in Latakia governorate. The convoys arrived on 6 
August without incident and distribution will commence shortly in both locations via local 
implementing partners. 

4. On 6 August, the first cross-border convoy took place from Jordan through the AI-
Ramtha border. The convoy transported humanitarian assistance, including food assistance, 
hygiene and dignity kits, critical non-food items, water purification materials for 2,000 
households (approximately I 0,000 people) in opposition-held areas of Dar' a city. In addition, 
emergency medical kits will be distributed to three hospitals in Dar' a city. A local 
implementing partner received the assistance on the same day and the distribution process 
commenced on 7 August. 

5. In line with Security Council resolution 2165, the United Nations, through the 
Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Damascus, has notified the Syrian authorities in 
advance of each of the planned cross-border convoys. In addition, for each convoy, the 
United Nations Monitoring Mechanism notified the Syrian authorities of the delivery of 
humanitarian aid from the authorized border crossing, noting that it had inspected the 
consignment and that it was in conformity with resolution 2165. 

6. On 5 August, the Government submitted a note verbale to the Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator, relaying that the notification for the cross-border convoy via Al
Ramtha did not include sufficient detail, including the entry time of the shipment, convoy 
routes, implementing partners, the number of trucks, and visas for staff members to enter 
Syria. I intend to respond to the authorities, reiterating the decisions taken, and authorization 
given, by the Security Council in resolution 2165. 
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7. UN Agencies are continuing with operational planning for further inter-agency 
convoys via three of the four border crossing (Bab al-Salam, Bab al-Hawa and Al-Ramtha) in 
close coordination with the UNCT in Damascus. Planning for cross-border deliveries via the 
AI Yarubiyah crossing with Iraq remains on hold given the precarious security and political 
situation in Iraq. 

8. I hope to speak to the Turkish Foreign Minister in the next few days regarding the 
reopening of the Nusaybin/Qamishli border crossing for humanitarian convoys. The 
Nusaybin/Qamishli crossing has been closed since the last humanitarian convoy crossed on 
14-16 May. United Nations agencies consider the use of this border crossing as a priority in 
order to reach people in need in Al-Hasakeh governorate in a cost-effective manner. 
Currently, airlifts are taking place into Al-Hasakeh but this is expensive and the amount of 
assistance that can be transported is insufficient. 

9. I will keep you updated as further cross-border operations take place. 

cc: Mr. Eliasson 
Mr. de Mistura 
Mr. Feltman 
Ms. Malcorra 

Valerie Amos 
8 August 2014 



Note to the Deputy Secretary-General 

UPDATE ON CROSS-BORDER OPERATIONS IN SYRIA 

Please find attached a note to the Secretary-General with an update on cross-border 
operations in Syria. 

I would appreciate if you could kindly submit this to the Secretary-General. 

Valerie Amos 
8 August 20 14 


