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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS IN
PREVENTIVE DIPLOMACY AND PEACEMAKING

IN THE WEEK BEGINNING 24 JULY 1998

Department of Political Affairs

AFRICA

Burundi: The second round of the Arusha peace process came to a close on 29 July after ten days of
deliberations with participants concluding the plenary debate on the root causes of the conflict in the
country. The third round of talks is scheduled to resume on 12 October. It is expected that when the talks
resume, the participants would have reached agreement on the rules of procedure for the talks in addition
to the appointment of Chairmen of the five committees to be established, to deal with specific aspects of
the conflict and possible solutions.

Comoros: On 24 July, at a meeting in Addis Ababa, OAU member states of the Indian Ocean and those
neighbouring the Comoros requested South Africa to explore all possible solutions to the crisis and to
convene a regional ministerial meeting on the issue. On 28 July, Foreign Minister Salim Himidi said that
his Government might consider a military solution to the Anjouan crisis, adding that the first approach in
restoring public safety and legal authority on the island was through the process of disarming the militias.

Congo-Brazzaville: The reconciliation process within the Congolese armed forces received a boost on
23 July with the return to Brazzaville of 18 officers of former President Pascal Lissouba's national army.
However on 24 July, Justice Minister Pierre Nze reasserted his Government's plan to set up a special
tribunal by end of 1998 to try the people -including the former leaders- accused of war crimes. On
another matter, the Secretary-General of the ruling Labour party said on 28 July that the Congo was ready
to help Angola in its struggle against UNITA.

Cote d'lvoire: In cooperation with the Government of Ghana, the National Security Council (NSC) of
Cote d'lvoire has launched a crackdown on arms trafficking and banditry at the two countries' joint
border. The NSC has called for wider regional security cooperation to deal with the arms flow into the
region, which was exacerbated in recent years by the outbreak of conflicts in Liberia and Sierra Leone.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): Kabila returned on 27 July from a three-day visit to Cuba
with cooperation agreements hi the agricultural, public health areas, and possibly on military cooperation.
On 28 July, it was announced on public television that Kabila had "put an end to the presence of troops
from Rwanda in the country," while Kigali announced that Rwanda was withdrawing its troops on its own
initiative. The news was applauded by the local population in Kinshasa, but raised fear among the Tutsi
community, both hi Kinshasa and in the Kivus. Both Kabila and Justice Minister Kongolo have warned
against any attempt at destabilizing the armed forces or inciting ethnic hatred in the wake of the
withdrawal. The move is bound to raise questions about future DRC-Rwanda military cooperation in the
Kivus. The resumption of fighting hi Angola, which shares a 1,550-mile long border with the DRC, is
bound to affect the humanitarian and security situation in the DRC, with UNITA being a magnet for the
armed losers of the Great Lakes wars (ex-FAR, ex-FAZ, Interahamwe, etc.).

Eritrea-Ethiopia; No fighting has been reported on the common border since 11 June. The OAU fact-
finding mission is scheduled to submit its report on the border dispute to OAU Chairman Compaore hi
Burkina Faso mis week-end in the presence of the Presidents of Djibouti, Zimbabwe and Secretary-
General Salim. The report is expected to throw some light on the status quo ante, the situation before
6 May, on which the two parties continue to disagree. According to President Moi, a joint meeting of the
OAU and the IGAD will be convened in the near future to attempt to resolve the conflict. Meanwhile, the
two leaders have been engaged in heavy diplomatic activities affecting mainly their neighbors and
regional countries.

Guinea Bissau: On 26 July, a Memorandum of Understanding, signed by representatives of the
Government and the self-proclaimed junta under the auspices of the Community of Portuguese-speaking
Countries (CPLP), calls for freezing military positions, opening humanitarian corridors and deployment of
a military observer or an interpositional force, "preferably from Portuguese-speaking countries".
Although both sides have accused each other of breaching the truce since the signing of the pact, neither
has spoken of abandoning it. On 28 July, the CPLP contact group said that it was prepared to send
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military observers to monitor the truce. On the same day, General Abubakar, the current Chairman of
ECOWAS, welcomed the truce and was reported to have said that he had directed ECOWAS Defence and
Foreign Ministers to consider deploying the regional peacekeeping force ECOMOG to Guinea-Bissau.

Niger: On 24 July, rebels killed 15 villagers and injured 6 in an attack carried out with rockets and
automatic weapons in the N'Guigmi region 1,200km east of Niamey, according to radio Niger. The
attack, which was not immediately claimed, was blamed on the Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR),
which has been operating for the past 4 years in the region bordering Chad and Nigeria.

Senegal: Dakar formally told its troops in Guinea-Bissau on 29 July to respect the cease-fire between the
Government and the rebels. Welcoming the cease-fire, President Abdou Diouf told a cabinet meeting that
the Senegalese intervention had saved the constitutional order in Guinea-Bissau.

Somalia: On 23 July, the Garowe Conference elected Col. Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed as "President" of
"Puntland". Mohamed Abdi Hashi of USP/SSA was elected "Vice-President". General Mohamed Abshir
Musse and some other Majertin leaders have objected to the appointments and Mr. Egal of "Somaliland"
has condemned the formation of the "Puntland" state. In Mogadishu, efforts to establish an administration
for Benadir region and to re-open the sea and air ports are continuing without much progress.

Togo: On 24 July, General Eyadema was sworn in as President of Togo for what should be his final five-
year term according to the Constitution. The ceremony was attended by the Heads of State of Benin, Cote
d'lyoire, Niger and a number of foreign delegations. The Government having declared the day a public
holiday, observers could not tell whether Lome residents stayed home in response to the opposition's
"dead city" campaign, or simply because of the holiday.

AMERICAS

Colombia: On 26 July, representatives of civil society and paramilitary groups signed a declaration
manifesting their will to "initiate a peace process" and agreeing to abandon the recruitment of underage
troops and to respect international humanitarian law. The Permanent Assembly of Civil Society is
scheduled to meet on 30 July to discuss the peace process.

Haiti: The leader of the anti-neoliberal bloc has stated that the bloc will oppose the nomination of Jacques
Edouard Alexis as Prime Minister; he added that any Prime Minister who wished to have the bloc's
support would have to renounce a commitment to structural adjustment.

Mexico: A vote on a draft resolution submitted to Congress by US Senators Leahy and Dodd on the
Chiapas situation has been postponed until September. Some national media have reported that the
Government, which has reactea negatively to this draft resolution, has already issued an invitation to the
HCHR to visit Mexico hi August, a step urged by the Senators.

ASIA

Cambodia: With the exception of a Khmer Rouge attack, which resulted in a number of casualties, the
elections last Sunday were held in a peaceful atmosphere. Preliminary results show a clear victory for the
governing CPP. Opposition parties have complained of "widespread" irregularities in the electoral
process and have stated that they will not recognize or accept the election results unless these complaints
are fully investigated.

East Timor: Indonesia's highly-publicized initial withdrawal of some 400 combat troops from East Timor
was viewed with skepticism by many East Timorese. Xanana Gusmao, at a meeting with a former
regional military commander, proposed that as a transitional step "UN troops" be placed in East Timor
with the Indonesian military continuing to maintain law and order. He also stressed the need for an
eventual referendum in the Territory.

India/Pakistan: The two Prime Ministers held two rounds of talks on the sidelines of the SAARC Summit
in Colombo on 29-30 July and agreed to revive their bilateral dialogue. The foreign secretaries of the two
countries have been instructed to meet immediately in Colombo to try to work out modalities for



resumption of the dialogue, stalled since last September over differences over how to address the Kashmir
issue. Meanwhile Pakistan announced at a meeting of the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva that it
will join talks on a fissile material cut-off treaty (FMCT).

EUROPE

FRY/Kosovo: Milosevic assured the EU delegation that the recent major offensive against the KLA had
ended. KLA's apparent attempt to escalate conflict to urban areas has failed and the Government
reportedly captured several KLA strongholds. Kosovar Albanian sources publicly claimed that the KLA
counts some 20,000 members including those from Albania, FYROM and Serbia and that their funding
came from the US, Western Europe and FYROM. Meanwhile, the Swiss authorities reportedly have
frozen bank accounts of two Kosovar Albanians as they believe the money was being used to finance the
KLA. Several Kosovars in Switzerland have been arrested and their funds confiscated.

Georgia: Following the outbreak of armed conflict between the Georgian and Abkhaz sides in May, the
second high-level meeting between the two sides took place in Geneva from 23 to 25 July under the
chairmanship of SRSG Bota. While hi a Concluding Statement the sides were able to express their
agreement to promote an atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding, they were unable to find common
language on the return of refugees and on ways to resolve the volatile security situation in the Gali district
of Abkhazia.

Russia: Prime Minister Kiriyenko confirmed that he would meet with Mr. Maskhadov, the president of
Chechnya, in a few days to restart the stalled peace talks. In recent days Chechnya ended its self-imposed
state of emergency and allowed Russian television to resume broadcasting.




