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RWANDA
Arminqthe perpetrators of the genocide

The events which occurred in Rwanda between April and July] 994 were crimes against
humanity. Thearms that were supplied to thegovernment at the time were used to carry out
acts of genocide, deliberate and arbitrarykillings and other grave human rights violations.
There is nowmounting evidence that similar types of arms continue to reach the perpetrators
of these crimes who are now outside Rwanda inothercountries.

Amnesty International is extremelyconcerned by persistent reports of large supplies
. of weapons and ammunition reaching the perpetrators of crimes against humanity in

Rwanda, namely the Forces armees rwandaises (FAR - the former Rwandese Armed
Forces) and the Imerahamwe militia,' who continue to commit human rights abuses. The
supplies arrive via Goma airport in eastern Zaire. In May ]995, these reports were
continuiug, Someof the weapons and ammunition have been used by these forces for cross­
border incursions from Zaire into Rwanda where political killings have. taken place and have
also been used to intimidate Rwandese refugees to prevent them from returning. Amnesty
International is concerned that such abuses could escalate.

This report describes the recent secret transfer of weapons and ammunition from
several countries, including Albania and Bulgaria to the exiled Rwandese armed forces in
eastern Zaire by traders in the United Kingdom using aircraftregistered in Ghana, Nigeria,
Ukraine and Russia ~ In Zaire and other countries, commanders of these exiledforces who
were responsible for crimes against humanity and acts ofgenocide last year have purchased
or negotiated transit facilities for these military supplies. They have been able to evade the
February 1995 United Nations (UN) Security Council call for suspected perpetrators of
genocide to be arrested and tried in cooperation with the International Tribunal on Rwanda.

) In 1992. {h~ ruling party {.)1' the fonn~":r president of Rwanda. the Mouvement 1"f!:publicoin national pour la
d.;mm:rflli<~ 1'1Mdl!vtt!(>!'Jmlenf (MJ{'NT»), National RepuHi(:an M0vClnellt for Democracy and Development.
created a pnvatc Hutu militiaknown as the Interahamwe ("Those who all;ick together") whi~~h iJ~il;~llcd .:'l p<JltC,lfl

.)1' deliberate and (,rhitr<ll'y bllin~:, of Tursi clviJiall~ and Gl""ierotc Hunl spokepcrsons. AJ10:h~'f alhed ;)riva~c
111' lilin known ~~ Illc fmpMlmmgmllhi C'Those who have the same gOllY) was created bv the l'v1H.NTr~ ccalition
p;lrh}l~r. \h~~ ('o(/lifif})l Four Ja d(~(~lIs(, de la r~7puhlit!"f? tel )H), t\';ll;t;o!: for the Deil~nce of the l\eplIbJic. These
lluh::;, and their commanders. backed hy their counterparts 111 the FAR and Presidential Guard, planned ~md
pN;~l';J "\l:dlb•.: l)l:t:<x killings J:1 Rwanda whidl he(;~m on (j April 1994 in which(we!'half a.million people were
kJ~bl ';1 the ;;p:Jcc ofthree months

. T~ll:; !'<.~I'()l'l doc~ not addrc~;" the many critical human ngh::' i~:;:uc:' iacin£ Rwanda at present which arc
I;::l:ll;cd ,1'1 (':her reports byAmnesty InleftlMic)mll ill ! 99·~ (!JI(! ! 995.

Atrme:;(y Irl!etneUonal 13 Jun« 1995 A/Index. AFR 0;'':/14/95



2 Rwanda: Arming the perpetrators...

The exiled army-and militia have been given bases to regroup and receive military training.
This training involves not only Hutu exiles from Rwanda but Hutu exiles from Burundi as
well, The exiledRwandese armed forces have used importedweapons and ammunition to
commitfurther humanrights abuses, particularly political killings. -

Amnesty International takes no position in principle: on whether or in what
circumstances itwould be legitimate to resort to violenceas a means to political ends. In the
context of the situationof the Rwandcse armed groups now in Zaire. Amnesty International
i~ opposed to militarytransfersto forces which continue to be under the command ofthose
whowere responsible for the genocide in Rwanda. AmnestyJnternarional believes that such
transfers are likely to result in further human rightsabuses.

Furthermore, Amnesty International does not takea position in principleon punitive
measures such a') sanctions. embargoes or boycotts. However, the organization doesoppose
militaty, security or police transfers to governments and armed oppositiongroups which can
reasonably heassumed to contribute to human rights abuses such as deliberate and arbitrary
killings, "disappearances". torture or ill-treatment. These transfers may include equipment,
personnel. or training. as well as prove" financial or logisucal support for such transfers.
Governments should prohibit such transfers from taking place unless it can be reasonably
demonstrated that such transfers will not contribute to such human rightsabuses.

Alth~)ugh the majority of the mass murders which began in Rwanda on 6 April 1994
were carried out using local fanning implements such as machetes and hoes, the killings
were largely initiated or supervised by members of the security forces who had more
sophisticated lightweaponry, In most cases when the killers met resistance, they first used
grenades and then firearms, including automatic rifles. After the Rwandese Patriotic Front
(RPF)tookpoweron 19 July 1994, most of the the former FAR and the mainlyHutu militia
fled into Zaire taking with them weapons made in Belgium, China. France. South Korea.
and South Africa At first the Zairian army in the Goma area confiscated many of these
weapons, but later the Rwandese forces who fled to eastern Zaire were allowed to retain
most of their weapons. Since then, some of the weapons confiscated by the Zairian army ate
reported to have heen sold back to the exiled FAR commanders.

Since December 1994 many of the 25.000 to 30,000 soldiers of the former FAR and
the Interahamwe militia who were responsible for crimes against hurnanitv in 1994 have
been rei.!rolll,inu in Zaire where thev are re-arminn and undergoing miJit~ trainins under

~.... ..' l; .e::-..::::3

the leadership of their former senior commanders. Thev are commanded bv, amongst
others, the former head of the F;:\R and the Presidential Gua-nl who was in charg~ during tile
mass killings. in 1994 and thl;'; colonel responsible for arrnmg the Interahamwe since their
creation in 1992.

AI inciex: AFR 02114195 Amnesty Inlemetiotl"fJ! 13 June: 1995
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The information in this report comes from various sources including first hand
accounts as wellas unpublished and published information whichhas been made available
to and confirmed by Amnesty International. The.aim.of this report is to urge governments.
parucularly those named in this report to investigate the transfer emanating from, or
transiting through. their countries to Central Africaof weapons and ammunition which are
being usedto carry out human rightsabuses and whichcould easilyfuel further acts of mass
killing.

Arms supplies via Goma airport

Despite denials by Zairian government officials. there arc numerous reports that the
commanders of the exited Rwandcsearmed forces have been involved in the procurement
of large supplies of weapons and ammunition from abroad via Goma airport. The Zairian
authorities and the international communityhave failed 10 take effectiveaction againstthis
supply of arms despitea UN arms embargo whichremains in force,

Allegations that between ten and twelve plane-loads of arms were delivered from
Bulgaria to Gomain Russian Ilyushin cargo aircraft "oyer the past three months" were first
made on 10 April 1995 by Robin Cook. the United Kingdom (UK) Shadow Minister on
Foreign Affairs, who visited Goma on 24 March 1995. He claimed that a "UN source" had
confirmed this and he calledfor the arms deliveries to be stopped in accordance with the UN
arms embargo on Rwandawhich was established on. 17 May 1994.3

Following this allegation, the Zairian Minister of Defence, Admiral Mavua Mudina,
and several top military leaders visited Goma as a "commission of inquiry". On I5 April
I()(J5. Admiral Mudina released a statement denying reports ofarms supplies to Goma and
also denying that groups of Hutu militiafrom R\..randa and Burundi were training onZairian
soil

However, Amnestv International hac: confirmed that niaht flights into Goma bv large
~ ........... ~ .....

CiH?,O aircraft continued intomid-May 1995. usually on Tuesdaysat around 1J ,OOpm despite
thE' filet that theairport does not officially have night landing facilities and that normal cargo
111gh!s occur only during the day. These secret night landings are alleged to be large cargo
plll:l(~s carrying arms and ammunition deliveries. Gorna airport is the onlyairport in eastern

capable of receiving large cargo aircraft and is strictly guarded by the Zairian security
l'nI!Ct' the .VeJ'\:jc'e national d'tntelligence ef de protection (SNIP), National Intelligence and
PI(1l~~(,tion Service

1

. ; !~..: S..~evdl\' Council R0>:O)utiol) 911-: of 17 May: 99-1 ~~s\l\hli~h,)(l ,1 Conuniucc to gather information to
hdl' \::lli -1"<.\': the arms \.~mh~lgA1UN oflicill)~ have-said that the cll1h:lIl;(; ~lppli(~~ to all Rwandcsc nationals

Amnesty ItJtemet!onaf 13 June 1995 At Index: AFR 02/14/95
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Witnesses at Goma airportsaw three cargo planeswithEng1i~h-speaking pilotcrews
who had flown in weapons on 4 April 1995, reportedly via Gabon. Zairian soldiers at the
airport claii"ned tHat the~)aige.quantity of weapons were delivered for use by the 1,500 troops
of the Contingent zatrots pour fa s(:f.,'Urite dans les camps (CZSC)~ 1he Zairian Conwigcnt
for Security in the Camps, who are responsible for policing the refugee camps run by the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). However, this claim is
disputed by witnesses who stale that the C2SC were given their personal weapons from the
local Zairian garrison stocks and did not need three largecargoplane-loads of weapons. The
ezse is monitored by 27 international staff of the Civilian Security Liaison Group.
Apparently, the latter's mandatedoes not cover the airport, Another sighting was reportedly
made inGoma during April 1995 of a Liberian-registered cargoaircraft,

A UK television program due to be broadcast on 13 June 1995 describes a series of
arms flights to Goma for the exiledHutu armed forces". During 1994. these flights were
made byBoeing 707aircraft registered in GhanaandNigeria but between November 1994
and May 1995 the aircraftused were a Ukranian-registered Antonov 124as well as Ilyushin
76 cargo aircraft registered in both the Ukraine and Russia. They have delivered arms from
Plovdiv and Burgas in. Bulgaria to Goma for the exiled Hutu armed forces, usually landing
on Tuesdaynights around 11.00pm. Fuel stops have been made in Cairo. Egypt, and in one
instance in Jedda, Saudi Arabia. Onesuch delivery was reportedly received in the presence
of the former Prime Minister of Rwanda. Jean Kambanda, and a former leader of the
Interahamwe, Jean-Baptiste Gatete, who are now in exile.

Arms caches arc said to have been established along the Zaire/Rwanda border
between 5 and 7 km insideZaire. Onesuch cachein the Pare National des Volcans near the
border with north west Rwanda was seen to contain. among other things. French M60
medium machine guns, AK47 assault rifles, fragmentation grenades in boxes with US
markings and South African 7.62 ammunition. The US grenades are said to have been
obtained by exch~1nging or buying weapons from the Angolan armed opposition group, the
Unido Nacional para a Independencta Total de Angola (UNITA). the National Union for
theTotal Independence of Angola, which has operated from Zaire and which is also subject
10 a UN arms embargo.

Report" of secret arms flights 10 the exiled former FAR and Inierahamwe via Goma
airport date back to July 1994. in November 1994, tour pilots employed by a UKcompany
admitted publicly 10 having flown four large charter plane-loads of small anus. mainly hand
f;rcn::ld~s. rifles and ammunition of Chinese and Russian origin, from Israel and Albania to

AI Index.' AFR 02114/95 Amnesty /ntemationa/13 June 1995
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"

Goma during April 1994~. The supplies are said to have included Israeli-made weaponry
such as Uzi sub-machine guns, as well as weapons suchas grenades captured by the Israeli
army from the~Egyptiatl army In1973 and Chinese ammunition obtained through Tirana.
One pilot told Amnesty International that he was "tricked" into flying 36.5 tonnes of arms
Hod ammunition into Goma airport at night, thinking it was a delivel)' to the Zairian
government, butsaid it was in fact for the exiled Rwandese army. A UKcompany organised
the nights, one from Tel Aviv and other Ilights from Tirana" the Albanian capital. where
Israeli and Albanian officials arc alleged to have supplied the arms and ammunition. A
Nigerian-registered and owned aircraft was reported to have been used. as well as a
Ghanian- registered Boeing707 based in the United Kingdom,

Since the imposition of the UN arms embargo in May 1994, governments of the
major arms suppliers to the previous government of Rwanda, notably the governments of
France and South Africa, have stated that they no longer authorize arms sales to
Rwanda..The French authorities were reported in February 1995 to be investigating a
French-registered company which allegedly sold Kalashnikov rifles illegally to Rwanda
using a Kenya-based cargo company.However, allegations of French and South African
military collaboration with the exiled Hutu armed forces have contiaued."

Amnesty International has received reportsthat local Zairian soldiers havesold arms
10 the former FAR commanders which they had confiscated in July 1994 from retreating
FAR soldiers. In April 1995, Colonel Theoneste Bagosora , the former Rwandese Ministry
ofDefence official widelyalleged to have organised the supplyof weapons and coordinated
activities of the Interahamwe leading. up to and during the genocide, was reported to be
second-in-command of the exiled forces and based in the Chimanga camp near the Zaire
border with south west Rwanda. In March J995, Colonel Bagosora and a Zairian
commander at Katindo were questioned by the Zairian gendarmerie about arms trafficking.
The Zairian commanderwas accused ofselling arms confiscated from the FARlast July. A
local businessman said that the deals were becoming increasingly open and that sales had
included i ,500 grenades and at least 30 rifles, Another witness claims that at least six
l1'1I!liplc-harrel light artillerv batteries were confiscated from the FAR last Julv bv the

"" #" t' ..

Z;l'rt>il'l tMri:.-on in Gorna, but there were only two remaining byMay 1995, the rest having
peen -»..ld back 10 the former FAR

.' .. "':'Sly fnfemetionfjl 13 ,June 1995 AI Index.· AFR02114195



···08-JUN-1995 18: 21

6 Rwanda: Arming the per{XilU8tors...

P.OO

Political killings and death threats against refugees

Since February 1995, formerlnterahamwe-militiamen and FARsoldiershave been. using__
their accumulated stocks of weapons and ammunition to rnount cross-border raids which
have included deliberate and arbitrary killings of civilians. TIley have also used their
military strength to create a climate of intimidation including death threats in many of the
refugee camps to persuadeRwandese refugeesnot to return to their homes in Rwandaand
to forceyoung men tojointhe militia andthe regrouped FAR

During April 1995, up to 30 armed groups of Hutu were situated along eastern
Zaire's borderwith Rwanda. Militia crossed the border into Rwanda at night on an almost
daily basis, as has been observedat the Kamayola and Kibumbacamps. Cross-border raids'
hav~ also increased in the south west ofRwanda and the north westof'Burundi. Oneaim of
these incursions has been to target politicalopponents. although the raids are also linkedto
cattle mstlingand attacks on infrastructure and military targets. The Head of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights office in Rwandastated publicly on 14 Apri11995 that:.,

"Dozens of people have beenkilled inthese attacks from acrossthe bordersincethe
end of January...It was reported yesterday that there was another incursion that
resulted in casualties...The motivations for the attacks vary...land include] killing
as a punishment of people who have returned to Rwanda withoutpermission of the
refugee camp authorities...[and] killing of peoplewho appear to becooperating with
the Rwandese government, for example, those who have handed over theirweapons
or havegiven information about who took part in the genocide...It

Dr AnatoleBucyendore, a Hutu regional medica! officer and head of the AIDS prevention
program in Rwanda, was shot dead and his two-year-old child was repeatedly stabbed to
death in Gisenyi, Rwanda on 25 February 1995. His wife and other child were severely
wounded in the attack Dr Bucyendorehad fled to Goma from Rwandain 1994. While in
Gorna h~ was threatened on various occasions 'that if he returned to Rwanda he and his
family would be killed by the Interahamwe. Nevertheless. Dr Bucyendore decided to rerum
to Giscnyi to work at the hospital there. Before his assassination. he had again received
deatb threats. reportedly also from unnamed persons in Goma.

The UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNArvHR) reponed on 6 March 1995 that
rom insurgents captured in Kigali believed to be members of the Interahamwe and former
army had sackloads of landrnines and grenades which the insurgents said were to be used
10 attack civilian targets in Kigali. including the cent-ral market place. as part of a concerted
desiabilisarion campaign. They said theycame from Mugunga camp nearGOUla. Agents of
the former government used landmines and other explosives extensively to terrorise the
civilian population during 199~ and eariy 1994, particularly in Kigali, On I Apri] 1995 the
burgomaster of Gishoma was assassinated by insurgents surrounding his house with a

AI Index.' A!=R02114/95 Amnesty lntematicnal13 ,hme 1995
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-rs
landmine trapusing an Jtalian.designeQ.~ anti-personnelmine (whichare manufactured
in.Italy as well as Egypt and Singapore). UNAMIR soldiers said that the trap could only
have been placed- by persons withspecialist knowledge. .

Deliberate and arbitrary killings of civilians during cross border raids have been
coupled with increased intimidation in the refugee camps in eastern Zaire. On 31 March
1995, (t refugee whoreturned toRwanda from. Kibumba camp in eastern Zaire told UNHCR
officials in Gisenyj that Inierahamwe militia were issuing death threats as prot of a pattern
of intimidation to young men who were reluctant to join the militiaor who wanted to return .
to Rwanda. The CZSC contingentof Zairian troops is said to enjoysome cooperation nom
camp leaders but is frustrated in its attempts to obtain the cooperation of ref\lgees when
investigating suchincidents.

There are various reasons given by uNHCR officials for why few Rwandese
refugees have been unwilling to return to their homes in Rwanda. One of them is
intimidation by militia and supporters of the former government. Another is the persistent
rumours of reprisal attacks bythe RPA. Furthermore, therearegenuine reports of arbitrary
detentions and killings by the RPA in Rwanda. According to an. international commission
of inquiry, bothRPA soldiers and armed Hutumilitiawere responsible on 22 April 1995 for
the deliberate and arbitrary killing of internally displaced persons at the Kibeho camp in
south west Rwanda.

It is not only Rwandese exiles who have received arms and military training in
easternZaire. Hutu refugees from Burundi are reported to have undergone militarytraining
with their exiled Rwandese counterpartsin camps near Uvira in eastern Zaire where about
50J)00 Hotu refugees fled from Burundi.Theyhave also received weapons which match the
supplies reported to have arrived at Goma - Chinese AKM assault rifles and landmines,
Russian RPG rockets - as well as weapons previously supplied to Burundi or Rwanda ft

GermMG3 riflesand Belgian FAL guns. Russian rockets said to have been captured from
insurgents from eastern Zaire had Arabic characters written on them and were called "a
present from Cairo" by a Burundi military officer.

Dangel' of the present situation

The proliferation of arms in the region. and particularly the supplies to those who organized
mass killings in Rwanda duringl994, is recognized by governments and inter-governmental
or~l.alljl.<lti('ln~, as well as non-governmental organizations working in the. region, ,IS

contributing significantly to human right!> abuses and a general de-stabilisation of the region.
The UN Security Council, the Organization of African Unity and the European Parliament
have all expressed grave concern about continued arms flows to the region and proposed
ways of halting the Dow.

Amnesty Inlernational 13 June 1996 At Index; AFR 02114195
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In addition to the 17 May 1994 UN arms embargo on Rwanda,on 29 March 1995
the UN Security Council called on all states "in particular neighbouring states. to refrain
from supplying OI;- allowing the transit of arms and to deny sanctuary ~d~any other
assistance to those extremist. elements which seek to destabilise the situation in Burundi."
An arms embargowas also placed on Zaire by the European Union in 1993. In 3 report on
20 April 1995, the Organisation of African Unity urged all countries to stem the illegal flow
of arms to the region. On 18 May 1995 the governments of Zaire and Burundi expressed
their joint concern about "the deterioration in securityon their common border stemming
from the proliferation of weapons in the sub-region. It Amnesty International takes no
position on arms embargoesas such; it is concerned that some governments have continued
to allow armsto reach k-nown human rights violators who ate likely to usethem to commit
further abuses.

InFebruary 1994. before the start of the genocide in Rwanda, Amnesty International
had already expressed concern that arms had been transfered from the former Rwandese
government authorities and the FAR to Hutu militia who deliberately killed over 2,000
unarmed civilians. most of them Tutsi, By May 1994, Amnesty International reported that
the FAR was helping to coordinate the killings, and 'that commanders of the FAR had
supplied military weapons to both the Inierahamwe and lmpuzamugambi militia for this
purpose, while the government and military authorities were involved at the highest level
in orchestrating and directing the murder campaign. The Presidential Guard was reported
to have been incharge of military trainingof theInterahamwe and Impuzamugamb),

Now, one year after the mass killings which claimed over half a million lives in
Rwanda, the supply of arms and ammunition throughGoma in easternZaire to those who
have been responsible for crimes against humanity requires urgent action by the
international community.

Leaders of the former FAR. the Presidential Guard and the Interahamwe militia include
many of'those whoplanned and organized the genocide in Rwanda in 1994. If arms supplies
continue to reach the forces under their command, there is a danger that they ma.y continue
to cornrnit largescale human rights abuses. Many of those now in exile in Zaire and other
countries are not only allowed by governments to evade Justice, but are also reported to be

Af index: AFR 02114195 Amnesty International 13 June 1995
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helping the re-armingand re-training of the same forces in exile', One wayofensuring that
this does not continue is for the perpetrators ofthegenocide to be brought to justice.

Amnesty International has repeatedly called on governments to provide legal,
financial and human resources to helpthe International Tribunai for Rwanda, set up bythe
UN Security Council on 8 November 1994 to try people responsible for genocide, crimes
against humanity and violations of humanitarian law committed in Rwanda between 1
Januaryand 31 December 1994. According to UNSecurity Council Resolution 97~ of 27
february 1995. aU states shouldarrestand bring to justice in accordance with intemational
standards "persons found within their territory against whomthere is sufficientevidence that
they were responsible" for crimes against humanity in Rwanda and, in doing so, states

. should cooperatewiththe Intemational Tribunal.

Despite this international obligation, many of the former Rwandese government.
leaders live in Zaire and Kenya and move freely to the refugee and military camps and to
other Aft-ican countries such a.s Gabon.,. C6ted' Ivoire andCameroon.. as well as to countries
in Europe. One report claimed that "While Zaire and Tanzania are the centres of military
::lctivity,. many on the UN's listof400 people accused ofgenocide arc able to meet, raise
funds nod travel between Kenyaand the camps[inZaire and Tanzania] withouthindrance. ttS

These officials are reported to includesome of the Hutu extremist leaders whose group is
known as Akazu and who are said to finance the exiled militia, as well as founders of
Radio-Ielevb;ion des Mille Collines, a radio station which regularly broadcast messages to
incite Hutu militia to commit acts of genocide. A former Rwandese diplomat who is
suspected of playing a key role in securing South African arms for the FAR and
Interahamwe militia, is reportedto reside in South Africa.

While some of the top exiled commanders of the FAR have returned to Rwanda.
most arc reported to have left their hotel aceomodation and gone to live at military bases in
Zaire. Many are said to resideat the LacVert "chiefs ofstaff" camp south west ofMugungu
in eastern Zaire under the leadership of Major General Augustin Bizimungu.. head of the
former FAR and the Presidential Guard during theI994 genocide. These commanders have
been freeto travel and10 obtainand distribute military supplies at bases withoutinterference
from host governments. They have organized military training of the former membersofthe

7 h\l ~~\;ll\lpk ill April .\99'1,a meeling was filmed bya CNN television team in a NOlrobl mold between an
;:lkgl,xI ;nm~: 11':IJlI~k~~r fn'IJ1 ')W:'<;C;':5< andpersons claiming to be theexiled Miniatcr orF(ll'cign Affairs of
R"':mdn, :11,; exiled Minister ofFinance of'Rwaada, and u Lieutenant Ct'l"'llc1 of the ex-FAR Till:: Rwandcse
'hr~"I".'lJt:d tlwcamera crew and :'d~IKed tu answer liu(:sti(ln~ "hOI,ll the meeting.

"''1'11:: (ia:J:'\!iill1 (UK). 19 April I~)9;l

AI tnde«:At-R 02114195
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FAR atmilitary basesnear Mugunga south of Gomaand Panzi near Bukavu where the bulk
of the defeated army was housed until late November and December 1994, as well as near
Chimanga, "between the volcanic hills near the Pare National des J:.olcans on the"bor<i.er
with north-west Rwanda, and on the Island of ldjwi in Lake Kivu. The border areas with
Rwanda near these camps are sites of cross-border insurgency during which human rights
abuses have beencarried out, According to ex-FARsoldiers who have deserted. in late 1994
several hundred ex-FARtroops and commanders werealso moved to anothersecret camp
in the Central African Republic for special training."

Commanders have alsobeenallowedto organize the supply of weapons to members
of the former Interahamwe; many of whom reside in the refugee camps in eastern Zaire.
These refugee camps run from Katale, Kahinda andKibumba in the north Kivu region to
Kamauyola, Kanganiro. Luvungi, Lubarika and Luberizi near Uvira in the south Kivu region
"el6scft6 theborder with: Burundi. Hutu militialiving in these camps are reported to have
declined innumber as theyare recruited into the ex-FAR, but those who remain try to create
a climate of fear in the refugee camps. Up to onethirdof the Hutu refugees in camps near
Bukavu and Uvira are originally from Burundi andfled to Rwanda after the massacres in
Burundi duringNovember 1993.

On 31 May 1995, an international warrant for the arrest of a former Ieader of the
Interahamwe, Colonel Theoneste Bagosora, was issued from Belgium. Colonel Bagasora
was reported in November 1994 to have said thathe wished to "wage a war that will be
long and full ofdead people until the minority Tutsi are finished".l\Iln March 1995 he said
that a destabilisation insurgency campaign and a small scale incursion into Rwanda was
being planned for mid-July (19 July 1995 will be the first anniversary of the RPF victory)
after which recognition of the need for negotiations around the August 1993 ArushaPeace
Accords between the former and present government of Rwanda will be 'advanced by a
"m"jor European power". .

Many of theformer FARcommanders recognize that the Rwandesegovernmentwill
not countenance their free return to Rwanda and so have curtailed public threats of human
rights violations and expressed support for International negotiations which they hope would
include a blanket amnesty for previous crimes against humanity. Major General Bizimungu
nevertheless stated publicly in March 1995 that 'The [former] Rwandesearmy has not lost
the war" and one of his senior commanders stated on 4 March that the ex-FAR would "kill
all Tutsi whoprevent us from returning". M.ililiacommanders in easternZaire from Rwanda

Ai Index. AFR02111195 Amn~sfy International 13 June 1995
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.2. Amnesty International can~ on the ~overmnent ofZairc to:

a, allow theindependent international monitoring of all cargo landing in-Gema or any
other airport in Zaire which maycontain weapons or ammunition that are likely 10
be used by the former FAR or the Rwandese militia to carl)' out human rights
abuses.

3. Amnesty International calls on all individual go\,enunents and inter-governmental
ol'gsnizations,including the United Nations and the Ol'ganization ofAfrlam Unity, to
take immediate practical steps to:

a, ensure that suspected perpetrators of crimes againsthumanityare broughtto justice
in accordance wim UN SecurityCouncil Resolution 978 of21 February 1995; adopt
legislation to enable authorities to cooperate with the International Tribunal on
Rwanda; provide resources, as well as any relevant information on human rights
violations. to the International Tribunal, and practical support to help rebuild the
judiciary in Rwanda to ensure fair trials which exclude the death penalty;

b. ensure thatanymilitary transfers10 the armed forces of Rwanda and Burundi are not
used to commit human rights violations such as deliberate and arbitrary killings and
are not distributed to militia likely to commitsuch violations.

c. provide better support for adequate civil policing in both R\van.da and Burundi
which conforms to international standards, including standards of impartiality to
help protect the humanrights of all sectors of the population, whether Hutu or Tutsi:

l\! 'ncex; AFR 02114/95 Amn@styltileml;ttiomjI1.3 Jun« 19$15
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and Burundi stated that "our struggle is one and the same"." On 4 April 1995, Major
General Bizimungu, and )3 other seniorex-FAR commanders released a signed Declaration
OfSUPP5)!t for the Rassemblementpm.tr le retour at Iii democratie au Rwanda (RDRLRaUy
for Return and Democracy in Rwanda The RDR claims to be a new political entity
excluding the old "government in exile", It is seeking a negotiated return of all exiled
Rwandese and is said to favour a blanketamnesty for aU crimes committed in the ethnic
conflict.

Recommendations

Arrmesty International takes IlO positionon punitive measures such as sanctions, embargoes
or boycotts. but is opposed as a matter of principle to military, security or police transfers
(0 governments and armed opposition groups that can reasonably be assumed to contribute
to human rights abuses such as deliberate and arbitrary killings, "disappearences", torture
or ill-treatment. Such transfers may include equipment personnel, or training, as well as
proven financial or logistical support for such transfers. Governments should prohibit such
transfers from taking place unless it can be reasonably demonstrated that such transfers will
not contribute to such human rights abuses.

Amnesty International does not take a position in principle on whether or in what
circumstances it would be legitimate to resortto violence as a means 10 political ends. In the
context of the situation of the exiled Rwandese now in Zaire, Amnesty Jntemational is
opposed to military transfers to forces which continue to he under the command of those
who wereresponsible for thegenocide in Rwanda. Amnesty International believes thatsuch
transfers arc likely to result in further humanrights abuses.

J. Anmesty International caUs on all states named in this l"ep01·t to:

a. carry out thorough investigations into reports that the former armed forces and
militia of'Rwandanow in Zaire. many of whomled or participated in crimes against
humanity during 1994, have obtained - and mav still be obtaining > weapons or
ammunition ernanatmg from or fransiting through their countries;

O. act immediately to prevent the transfer of an)' weapons. ammunition or military
training to the former armed forces and militia or Rwanda which are likelv to
contribute to further human rights abuses.such as deliberate and arbitrary kill{;lgli:.

IIml1esty In(!f?/'flatioll@! 13 June 1995 A/Index. AFR 02114/95
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Amne!>\\' Internatiunal also calls on the international community to ensure that those
individu;.l.ls ,00l\Side Rwand.a \\;ho are su~pected of genocide and otner ~rimes against humanity arc
l)fOUght to justice in fair trials that exclude the death penalty in all cases. They most not be "

"llowtU to rearm.

The GQvernment of Zaire. in particular. shO\lld allow tllC independent monitoring of aU

cargo pIM~S tandin.g in Coma or ()th~r Zairian airports. " "

The Mganization i\ calling ()li all the governments named in Its report to take
immediate, practical steps to llwestigate reports of military transfers emana.ting fr0111 or in~
tran,it tl1,ouglt their countries and to prevent an)' rransfers to the former Rwandcse army iind

militi:~.

in the context of the situation of the exiled Rwande~e now in Zake, Axnne!>'ty International
" 01>1'0,,,,1 to military transfers to forces which continue to he under the command of those who
wen: rI;~s~wnsih\c for the g.enocide in Rwanda. Amnesty International believes "hal such transfers

are likely 10 result in nlrth~r human rights abuses.

Amnesty Illtertlationa.l takes no position on sanctions, embargoes or boycotts, but .
"1'1'0"" Iransfers of weapons th.t can be reasonably a".med to cootrloute to human rlgl1t.,e'-"'-- .
abuses. The organization also doe not take a position :n prineiple on whether or in whal ".•• "
l'irnm~:--lanccs it would be legitimate to resort to violence as a means to political ends.

In one recent mcident. 1o1 Hut\! regional rnedical officer was shot dead and one of his
<;hiidrcl! .'lah\1t:d to death in Gisenyi. Rwanda. While in a refugee camp near Goma, Dr
Anatole :Bucycnd<.m~ was to\d that the In1erabam~~ would kill him and his family if he
t\'t\l11'leo to Rwanda. Before his assassination on 25 Febmary 1995, Bucycndo

re
had again

il;Aeive\1 dealh threats. reportedly from unnamed persons in Gon,u.

•

, ~

• .,...: ...01; The rearmed militia have tn,,~b threall>\rio;~g"", wi'hing to .....;", 10 Rwanda
and refusing to join the militia, Amnesty Interoational ~aid.




