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Special to The New York Tlmeg
WASHINGTON, Jan. 24 — Following, as made public by the White House today, are the

texts of the Vietnam cease-fire agreement initialed in Paris yesterday by Henry A. Kissinger
andLe Due Tho, and of the four accompanying protocols detailing means of carrying it out. The
accord and three of the protocols have been drafted in two versions. The "four-party" ver-
sions will be signed Saturday morning. Because South Vietnam is unwilling to imply recogni-
tion of the Vietcong's Provisional Revolutionary Government, "two-party^ versions mentioning
that Government will be signed in the afternoon only by the United States and North Vietnam. '

Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam
The parties participating in the Paris

conference on VietriSun,
With a view to ending the war and re-

storing peace in Vietnam on the basis of
respect for the Vietnamese people's
fundamental national rights and the
South Vietnamese people's right to self-
determination, and to contributing to
the consolidation of peace in Asia and
the world,

Have agreed on the following pro-
visions and undertake to respect and to
implement them:

Chapter I
The Vietnamese People's

Fundamental National Rights
ARTICLE i

The United States and all other coun-
tries respect the independence, sover-
eignty, unity and territorial integrity of
Vietnam as recognized by the 1954 Ge-
neva Agreements on Vietnam.

Chapter II
Cessation of Hostilities,
Withdrawal of Troops

ARTICLE 2

A cease-fire shall be observed through-
out South Vietnam as of 2400 hours
G.M.T., on Jan. 27, 1973.

At the same hour, the United States
will stop all its military activities against
the territory of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam by ground, air and naval
forces, wherever they may be based, and
end the mining of the territorial waters,
ports, harbors and waterways of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The
United States will remove, permanently
deactivate or destroy all the mines in the
territorial waters, ports, harbors and
waterways of North Vietnam as. soon as
this agreement goes into effect.

The complete cessation of hostilities
mentioned in this article shall be durable
and without limit of time.

ARTICLE 3

The parties undertake,to maintain the
cease-fire and to insure & testing and
stable peace.

As soon as the cease-fire goes into
effect:

(a) The United States forces and those
of the other foreign countries allied with
the United States and the Republic of
Vietnam shall remain in place pending
the implementation of the plan of troop
withdrawal. The Four-Party Joint Mil-
itary Commission described in Article 16
shall determine the modalities.

(b) The armed forces of the two South
Vietnamese parties shall remain in place.
The Two-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion described in Article 17 shall deter-
mine the areas controlled by each party
and the modalities of stationing.

(c) The regular forces of all services
and arms and the irregular forces of the
parties in South Vietnam shall stop all
offensive activities against each other
and shall strictly abide by the following
stipulations:

*JA11 acts of force on the ground, in the
air and on the sea shall be prohibited.

^All hostile acts, terrorism and re-
prisals by both sides will be banned.

ARTICLE 4

ARTICLE 7

From the enforcement of the cease
fire to the formation of the government
provided for in Articles 9 (b) and 14 of
this agreement, the two South Viet-
namese parties shall not accept the in-
troduction of troops, military advisers
and military personnel, including tech-
nical military personnel,' armaments,
munitions and war material into South
Vietnam.

The two South Vietnamese parties
shall be permitted to make periodic re-
placement of armaments, munitions and
war material which have been de-
stroyed, damaged, worn out or used up
after the cease-fire, on the basis of
piece-for-piece, of the same character-
istics and properties, under the super-
vision of the Joint Military Commission
of Control and Supervision.

Chapter III

The Return of Captured
Military Personnel and
Foreign Civilians, and
Captured and Detained

Vietnamese Civilian
Personnel
ARTICLE 8

(a) The return of captured military

The United States will not continue its
military involvement or intervene in the
internal affairs of South Vietnam.

ARTICLE 5
Within 60 days of the signing of this

agreement, there will be a total with-
drawal from South Vietnam of troops,
military personnel, including technical personnel and foreign civilians of the
military personnel and military person- parties shall be carried out simultane-
nel associated with the pacification pro- ously with and completed not later than
gram, armaments, munitions and war the same day as the troop withdrawal
material of the United States and those mentioned in Article 5. The parties shall
of the other foreign countries mentioned exchange complete lists, of the above-
in Article 3 (a). Advisers from the mentioned captured military personnel
above-mentioned countries to all para- and foreign civilians on the day of the
military organizations and the police signing of this agrement.
force will also be withdrawn within the (b) The parties shall help each other
same period of time. to get information about those military

ARTICLE 6 personnel and foreign civilians of the
AKI ^ parties missing in action, to determine

The dismantlement of all military the iocation and take care of the graves
bases in South Vietnam of the United of ihe dead so as to facilitate the ex-
States and of the other foreign countries humation and repatriation of the re-
mentioned in Article 3 (a) shall be com- mamS( and to take any such other meas-
pleted within 60 days of the signing of ures .^4 rnay be required to get infor-
this agreement. mation about those still considered

missing hi action.



(c) The question of the return of Viet-
namese civilian personnel captured and
detained in South Vietnam will ba re-
solved by the two South Vietnamese
parties on the basis of the principles of
Article 21 (b) of the Agreement on the
Cessation of Hostilities in Vietnam of
July 20, 1954. The two South Vietna-
mese parties will do so in a spirit of
national reconciliation and concord,
with a view to ending hatred and en-
mity, in order to ease suffering and to
reunite families. The two South Vietna-
mese parties will do their utmost to
resolve this question within 90 days
after the cease-fire comes into effect

Chapter IV

The Exercise of the South
Vietnamese People's Right

to Self-Determination
ARTICLE 9

The Government of tTie United States
of America and the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam under-
take to respect the following principles
for the exercise of the South Vietna-
mese people's right to self-determina-
tion:

(a) The South Vietnamese people's
right to self-determination is sacred,
inalienable and shall be respected by all
countries.

(b) The South Vietnamese people
shall decide themselves the political
future of South Vietnam through genu-
inely free and democratic general elec-
tions under international supervision.

(c) Foreign countries shall not impose
any political tendency or personality on
the South Vietnamese people.

ARTICLE 10

The two South Vietnamese parties
undertake to respect the cease-fire and
maintain peace in South Vietnam, settle
all matters of contention through nego-
tiations and avoid all armed conflict.

ARTICLE 11
Immediately after the cease-fire, the

two South Vietnamese parties will:
^Achieve national reconciliation and

concord, end hatred and enmity, pro-
hibit all acts of reprisal and discrimina-
tion against individuals or organizations
that have collaborated with one side or
the other.

llnsure the democratic liberties of
the people: personal freedom, freedom of
speech, freedom of the press, freedom
of meeting, freedom of organization,
freedom of political activities, freedom
of belief, freedom of movement, freedom
of residence, freedom of work, right to
property ownership and right to free
enterprise.

- • AUTOCUE-12 -
(a) Immediately after the cease-fire,

the two South Vietnamese parties shall
hold consultations in a spirit of national
reconciliation and concord, mutual re-
spect and mutual nonelimination to set
up a National Council of National Rec-
onciliation and Concord of three equal
segements. The council shall operate on
the principle of unanimity. After the
National Council of National Reconcili-
ation and Concord has assumed its
functions, the two South Vietnamese
parties will consult about the formation
of councils at lower levels. The two

South Vietnamese parties shall sign an
agreement on the internal matters 'Of
South Vietnam as soon as possible and
do their utmost to accomplish this with-
in 90 days after the cease-fire comes
into effect, in keeping with the South
Vietnamese people's aspirations for
peace, independence and democracy.

(b) The National Council of National
Reconciliation and Concord shall have
the task of promoting the two South
Vietnamese parties' implementation of
this agreement, achievement of national
reconciliation and concord and insur-
ance of democratic liberties. The Na-
tional Council of National Reconcilia-
tion and Concord will organize the free
and democratic general elections pro-
vided for in Article 9 (b) and decide the
procedures and modalities of these gen-
eral elections. The institutions for
which the general elections are to be
held will be agreed upon through con-
sultations between the two South Viet-
namese parties. The National Council
of National Reconciliation and Concord
will also decide the procedures and mo-
dalities of such local elections as the
two South Vietnamese parties agree
upon.

ARTICLE 13
The question . of Vietnamese armed

forces in South Vietnam shall be settled
by the two South Vietnamese parties
in a spirit of national reconcilation and
concord, equality and mutual respect,
without interference, in accordance with
the postwar situation. Among the ques-
tions to be discussed by the two South
Vietnamese parties are steps to reduce
their military effectives and to demobil-
ize'the troops being reduced. The two
South Vietnamese parties will accomp-
lish this as soon as possible.

ARTICLE 14
„ South Vietnam will pursue a foreign
policy of peace and independence. It
will be prepared to establish relations
with all countries irrespective of their
political and social systems on the basis
of mutual respect for independence and
sovereignty and accept economic and
technical aid from any country with no
political conditions attached. The accept-
ance of military aid by South Vietnam
in the future shall come under the
authority of the government set up after
the general elections in South Vietnam
provided for in Article 9 (b).

Chapter V
The Reunification of Vietnam

and the Relationship
Between North and South

Vietnam
ARTICLE 15

The reunification of Vietnam shall be
carried out step by step through peace-
ful means on the basis of discussions
and agreements betweeen North and
South Vietnam, without coercion or an-
nexation by either party, and without
foreign interference. The time for re-
unification will be agreed upon by North
and South Vietnam.

Pending reunification:
(a) The military demarcation line be-

tween the two zones at the 17th Paral-
lel is only provisional and not a polit-
ical or territorial boundary, as provided
for in paragraph 6 of the Final Declara-
tion of the 1954 Geneva Conference.

(b) North and South Vietnam shall
respect the demilitarized zpne on either
side of the provisional military demarca-
tion line.

(c) North and South Vietnam shall
promptly start negotiations with a view
to re-establishing normal relations in
various fields. Among the questions to
be negotiated are the modalities of ci-
vilian movement across the provisional
military demarcation line.

(d) North and South Vietnam shall
not join any military alliance or military
bloc and shall not allow foreign powers
to maintain military bases, troops, mil-
itary advisers and military personnel on
their respective territories, as stipulated
in the 1954 Geneva Agreements on
Vietnam.

• Chapter VI
The Joint Military

Commissions,
The International

Commission of
Control and Supervision,

The International
Conference

ARTICLE 16
(a) The parties participating in the

Paris conference on Vietnam shall im-
mediately designate representatives to
form a Four-Party Joint Military Com-
mission with the task of insuring Joint
action by the parties in implementing
the following provisions of this agree-
ment;

<SThe first paragraph of Article 2,
regarding the enforcement of the cease-
fire throughout South Vietnam.

^Article 3 (a), regarding the cease-
fire by U.S. forces and those of the
other foreign countries referred to in
that article.

^Article 3 (c), regarding the cease-
fire between all parties in South Viet-
nam.

^Article 5, regarding the withdrawal
from South Vietnam of U.S. troops and
those of the other foreign countries
mentioned in Article 3 (a).

^Article 6, regarding the dismantle-
ment of military bases in South Vietnam
of the United States and those of the
other foreign countries mentioned in
Article 3 (a).

^Article 8 (a), regarding the return
of captured military personnel and for-
eign civilians of the parties.

<q Article 8 (b), regarding the mutual
assistance of the parties in getting in-
formation about those military personnel
and foreign civilians of the parties
missing in action.

(b) The Four-Party Joint Military
Commission shall operate in accordance
with the principle of consultations and
unanimity. Disagreements shall be re-
ferred to the International Commission
of Control and Supervision.

(c) The Four-Party Military Commis-
sion shall begin operating immediately
after the signing of this agreement and
end its activities in 60 days, after the
completion of the withdrawal of U.S.
troops and those of the other foreign
countries mentioned in Article 3 (a)
and the completion of the return of
captured military personnel and foreign
civilians of the parties.



.':(d) The'*four parties shall agree im-
mediately on the organization, the
working procedure, means of activity
and expenditures of the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission.

ARTICLE 17

(a) The two South Vietnamese parties
shall immediately designate represent-
atives to form a Two-Party Joint Milita-
ry Commission with the task of insuring
joint action by the two South Vietnam-
ese parties in implementing the follow-
ing provisions of this agreement:

«JThe first paragraph of Article 2.
regarding the enforcement of the cease-
fire throughout South Vietnam, when
the Four-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion has ended its activities.

^Article 3 (b), regarding the cease-
fire between the two South Vietnamese
parties.

<!ArticIe 3(c) regarding the cease-fire
between all parties in South Vietnam,
when the Four-Party Joint Military
Commission has ended its activities.

^Article 7, regarding the prohibition
of the introduction of troops into South
Vietnam and all other provisions of this
article.

^Article 8 (c), regarding the question
of the return of Vietnamese civilian
personnel captured and detained in
South Vietnam;

^Article 13, regarding the reduction
of the military effectives of the two
South Vietnamese parties and the de-
mobilization of the troops being re-
duced.

(b) Disagreements shall be referred
to the International Commission of
Control and Supervision.

(c) After the signing of this agree-
ment, the Two-Party Joint Military
Commission shall agree immediately on
the measures and organization aimed
at enforcing the cease-fire and preserv-
ing peace in South Vietnam.

ARTICLE 18

(a) After the signing of this Agree-
ment, an International Commission of
Control and Supervision shall be estab-
lished immediately.

(b) Until the international conference
provided for in Article 19 makes de-
finitive arrangements, the International
Commission of Control and Supervision
will report to the four parties on mat-
ters concerning the control and super-
vision of the implementation of the
following provisions of this agreement:

«IThe first paragraph of Article 2,
regarding the enforcement of the cease-
fire throughout South Vietnam.

^Article 3 (a), regarding the cease-
fire by U.S. forces and those of the
other foreign countries referred to in
that article.

<JArticle -3 (c), regarding the cease-
fire between all the parties in South
Vietnam.

^Article 5, regarding the withdrawal
from South Vietnam of U.S. troops and
those of the other foreign countries
mentioned in Article 3 (a).

^Article 6, regarding the dismantle-
ment of military bases in South Viet-
nam of the United States and those of
the other foreign countries mentioned
in Article 3 (a).

^Article 8 (a), regarding the return
of captured military personnel and
foreign civilians of the parties.

The International Commission of Con-
trol and Supervision shall form control
teams for carrying out its tasks. The
four parties shall agree immediately on
the location and operation of these
teams. The parties will facilitate their
operation.

(c) Until the international conference
makes definitive arrangements, the In-
ternational Commission of Control and
Supervision will report to the two South
Vietnamese parties on matters concern-
ing the control and supervision of the
implementation of the following provi-
sions of this agreement:

<iThe first paragraph of Article 2,
regarding the enforcement of the cease-
fire throughout South Vietnam, when
the Four-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion has ended its activities.

^Article 3 (b), regarding the cease-
fire between the two South Vietnamese
parties.

^Article 3 (c), regarding the cease-
fire between all parties in South Viet-
nam, when the Four-Party Joint Military
Commission has ended its activities.

^Article 7, regarding the prohibition
of the introduction of troops into South
Vietnam and all other provisions of this
article.

*! Article 8 (c), regarding the question
of the return of Vietnamese civilian
personnel captured and detained in
South Vietnam.

^Article 9 (b), regarding the free and
democratic general elections in South
Vietnam.

1 Article 13, regarding the reduction
of the military effectives of the two
South Vietnamese parties and the de-
mobilization of the troops being re-
duced.

The International Commission of Con-
trol and Supervision shall form control
teams for carrying out its tasks. The
two South Vietnamese parties shall
agree immdiately on the location and
operation of these teams. The two South
Vietnamese parties will facilitate their
operation.

(d) The International Commission of
Control and Supervision shall be com-
posed of representatives of four coun-
tries: Canada, Hungary, Indonesia and
Poland. The chairmanship of this com-
mission will rotate among the members
for specific periods to be determined by
the commission.

(e) The International Commission of
Control and Supervision shall carry out
its tasks in accordance with the prin-
ciple of respect for the sovereignty of
South Vietnam.

(f) The International Commission of
Control and Supervision shall operate in
accordance with the principle of consul-
tations and unanimity.

(g) The International Commission of
Control and Supervision shall begin
operating when a cease-fire comes into
force in Vietnam. As regards the pro-
visions in Article 18 (b) concerning the
four parties, the International Commis-
sion of Control and Supervision shall
end its activities when the commission's
tasks of control and supervision regard-
ing these provisions have been fulfilled.
As regards the provisions in Article 18
(c) concerning the two South Vietnam-
ese parties, the International Commis-
sion of Control and Supervision shall
end its activities on the request of the

government formed after the general
elections in South Vietnam provided for
in Article 9 (b).

(h) The four parties shall agree Im-
mediately on the organization, means of
activity and expenditures of the Inter-
national Commission of Control and
Supervision. The relationship, between
the international commission and the
international conference will be agreed
upon by the International Commission
and the International Conference.

ARTICLE 19
The parties agree on the convening of

an international conference within 30
days of the signing of this agreement to
acknowledge the signed agreements; to
guarantee the ending of the war, the
maintenance of peace in Vietnam, th6
respect of the Vietnamese people's fun-
damental national rights and the South
Vietnamese people's right to self-deter-
mination; and to contribute to and
guarantee peace in Indochina.

The United States and the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, on behalf of the
parties participating in the Paris con-
ference on Vietnam, will propose to the
follbwing parties that they participate
in this international conference: the
People's Republic of China, the Republic
of France, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the United Kingdom, the four
countries of the International Commis-
sion of Control and Supervision, and the
Secretary General of the United Nations,
together with the parties participating
in the Paris conference on Vietnam.

Chapter VII
Regarding Cambodia

and Laos
ARTICLE 20

(a) The parties participating in the
Paris conference on Vietnam shall strict-
ly respect the 1954 Geneva Agreements



Jon' Cambodia and the 1962 Geneva
Agreements on Laos', which recognized
the Cambodian and the Lao peoples'
fundamental national rights, i. e., the
independence, sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity of these countries.
The parties shall respect the neutrality
of Cambodia and Laos.

1 The parties participating in the Paris
Conference on Vietnam undertake to
refrain from using the territory of Cam-
'bodia and the territory of Laos to en-
croach "on the sovereignity and security
of one another and of other countries.

(b) Foreign countries shall put an end
to all military activities in Cambodia
and Laos, totally withdraw from and
refrain from reproducing into these
two countries troops, military advisers
'and military personnel, armaments, mu-
nitions and war material.

(c) The internal affairs of Cambodia
and Laos shall be settled by the people
of each of these countries without for-
eign interference.

(d) The problems existing between
the Indochinese countries shall be set-
tled by the Indochinese parties on the
basis of respect for each other's in-
'dependence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and' noninterference in each

internal affairs.

• - Chapter VIII
The Relationship Between

the United States and
. the Democratic Republic

of Vietnam
ARTICLE 21

The United States anticipates that
this agreement will usher in an era of
reconciliation with the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam as with all the peo-
ples of Indochina. In pursuance of its
'traditional policy, the United States will
contribute to healing the wounds of war
and to postwar reconstruction of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and
throughout Indochina.

ARTICLE 22

The ending of the war, the restoration
of peace in Vietnam and the strict im-
plementation of this agreement will
create conditions for establishing a new,
equal and mutually beneficial relation-
ship between the' United States and the
.Democratic Republic of Vietnam on the
basis of respect for each other's inde-
pendence and sovereignty and noninter-
ference in each other's internal affairs.
At .the same time this will insure stable
peace in Vietnam and contribute to the
preservation of lasting peace in Indo-
china and Southeast Asia:

1 • • • Chapter IX
Other Provisions

ARTICLE 23
This agreement shall enter into force

upon signature by plenipotentiary re-
presentatives of the parties participat-
ing in the Paris Conference on Vietnam.
All the parties concerned shall strictly
implement this agreement and its pro-
tocols. . . .

Done in Paris this 27th -day of Janu-
ary," 19*73, in Vietnamese and English.
The Vietnamese and English texts are
official and' equally .authentic.

For the Government of the
United States 6f America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State '
For the Government of the
Republic of Vietnam
THAN VAN LAM
Minister for Foreign Affairs
For the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
NGUYEN Duv TRINH
Minister for Foreign Affairs
For the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of
South Vietnam
NGUYEN THI BINH
Minister for Foreign Affairs

2-Party Version
Agreement on Ending the War

and
Restoring Peace in Vietnam
The Government of the United States

of America, with the concurrence of the
Government of the Republic of Vietnam,

The Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, with the concur-
rence of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South
Vietnam,

With a view to ending the war and
restoring peace in Vietnam on the basis
of respect for the Vietnamese people's
fundamental national rights and the
South Vietnamese people's right to self-
determination, and to' contributing to
the consolidation of peace in Asia and
the world,

Have agreed on the following provi-
sions and undertake to respect and to
implement them: '

[Text of agreement Chapters I-VIII
same as above]

Chapter IX
Other Provisions

The Paris agreement on Ending the
War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam
shall enter into force upon signature of
this document by the Secretary of State
of the Government of the United States
of America and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam, and upon
signature of a document in the same
terms by the Secretary of State of the
Government of the United States of
America, the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs of the Government of the Republic
of Vietnam, the Minister for Foreign.
Affairs of the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam and the Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs of the Prqvi-
sional Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Vietnam. The agree-
ment and the protocols to it shall be
strictly implemented by all the parties
concerned. >•

Done in Paris this 27th day of Janu-
ary, 1973, in Vietnamese and English.
The Vietnamese and English texts are
official and equally authentic.
For the Government of the.
United States of America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State

For the Government of the ,
Democratic; Republic of Vietnam.
NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister for Foreign Affairs ' ,



Protocol on Clearing Sea Mines
Protocoito the Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring

Peace in Vietnam Concerning the Removal, Permanent
Deactivation or Destruction of Mines in the Territorial

Waters, Ports, Harbors and Waterways of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam

The Government of the United States
of America,

The Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam,

In implementation of the second para-
graph of Article 2 of the Agreement on
Ending the War and Restoring Peace in
Vietnam signed on this date,

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE I

The United States shall clear all mines
it has placed in the territorial waters,
ports, harbors and waterways of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. This
mine-clearing operation shall be accom:
plished by rendering the mines harmless
through removal, permanent deactiva-
tion. or destruction.

ARTICLE 2
With a view to insuring lasting safe-

ty for the movement of people and- wa-
tercraft and the protection of important'
installations, mines shall, on the request
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,
be removed or destroyed in the. indicated
area; and whenever their removal or
destruction is impossible, mines shall be
permanently deactivated and their em-
placement clearly 'marked.

ARTICLE 3
.The mine-clearing operation shall be-

gin at twenty-four hundred (2400) hours
•G.M.T. on Jan. 27, 1973. The representa-
tives of the two parties shall consult
.immediately on relevant factors and
agree upon the earliest possible target
date for the completion of the work.

ARTICLE 4
The mine-clearing operation shall be

conducted in accordance with priorities
and timing agreed upon by the two
parties. For this purpose, representa-;

tives of the two parties shall meet at
an early date to reach agreement on a
program and a plan of implementation.
To this end:

(a) The United States shall provide its
plan for mine-clearing operations, includ-
ing maps of the minefields and informa-
tion concerning the types, numbers and
properties of the mines. . ;

(b) The Democratic Republic of Viet-;

nam shall provide all* available maps
and hydrographic charts and indicate1

the mined places and all other potential
hazards to the mine-clearing operations
that the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam is aware of.

(c) The two parties shall agree on the
timing of implementation of «ach seg-
ment of the plan and provide timely
notice to the public at least 48 hours'
in advance of the beginning of mine-
clearing operations for that segment.

ARTICLE 3
The United States shall be reponsibia

for the mine clearance on island water-
ways of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam. The Democratic Republic of'
Vietnam shall, to the full extent of its
capabilities, actively participate in the
mine clearance 'with the means of sur-
veying, removal and destruction, and
technical advice supplied by the United
States.

ARTICLE 6

With a view to insuring the safe
movement of people and watercraft on
waterways and at sea, the United States
shall in the mine-clearing process sup-
ply timely information about the prog-
ress of mine clearing in each area, and
about the remaining minfs to be de-
stroyed. The United States shall issue
a communique" when :the operations
have been concluded.

ARTICLE 7
In conducting mine-clearing opera-

tions, the U.S. personnel engaged tn
these operations shall respect the spver-

. eignty of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and shall engage .in no ac-
tivities inconsistent with the Agreement
on Ending the War and Restoring Peace
in Vietnam and this protocol. The U.S.
personnel engaged in the mine-clearing
operations shall be immune form the
jurisdiction of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam for the duration of the mine-
clearing operations.

The Democratic Republic of Vietnam
shall insure the safety of the U.S. person-
nel for the duration of their mine-clear-
ing activities on the territory of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and
shall provide this personnel with all
possible assistance and the means
needed in the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam that have been agreed upon

.by the two parties.

ARTICLE 8
This protocol to the Paris Agreement

on Ending the War and Restoring Peace
in Vietnam shall enter into force upon
signature by the Secretary of State of
the Government of the, United States
of America and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam. It shall be
strictly implemented by the two parties.

Done in Paris 27th day of January,
1973, in Vietnamese and English. The
Vietnamese and English texts are of-
ficial and equally authentic.

For the Government of the
United States of America
WILLIAM P, ROGERS
Secretary of State
For the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
NGUYEN p'trr TRINH
Minister for Foreign A/fairs



Protocol on the Cease-Pire
Protocol to the Agreement on Ending the War
and Restoring Peace in Vietnam Concerning

the Cease-Fire in South Vietnam
and the Joint Military Commissions

The parties participating in the Paris
conference on Vietnam.

to implementation of the first para-
graph of Article 2, Article 3, Article 5,
Article 6, Article 16 and Article 17 of
the Agreement on Ending the War and
Restoring Peace in Vietnam signed on
this date which provides for the cease-
fire in South Vietnam and the estab-
lishment of a Four-Party Joint Military
Commission and a Two-Party Joint Mili-
tary Commission,

Have agreed as follows:

Cease-Fire in South Vietnam
ARTICLE i

The high commands of the parties in
South Vietnam shall issue prompt and
timely orders to all regular and irregular
armed forces and the armed police
under their command to completely end
hostilities throughput South Vietnam, at
the exact time stipulated in Article 2 of
the Agreement and insure that these
armed forces and armed police comply
with these orders and respect the cease-
fire.

ARTICLE 2

(a) As soon as the cease-fire conies
into force and until regulations are is-
sued by the Joint Military Commissions,
all ground, river, sea and air combat
forces of the parties in South Vietnam
shall remain in place; that is, in order
to insure a" stable cease-fire, there shall
be no major redeployments or move-
ments that would extend each party's
area of control or would result in con-
tact between' opposing armed forces
and clashes which might take place.

(2) All regular and irregular armed
forces and the armed police of the par-
ties in South Vietnam shall observe the
prohibition of the following acts:

(1) Armed patrol in to areas con-
trolled by opposing a'rmed forces and
flights by bomber and fighter aircraft
of all types, except for unarmed flights
for proficiency training and mainte-
nance.

(2) Armed attacks against any per-
son, either military or civilian, by any
means whatsoever, including the use of
small arms, mortars, artillery, bombing
and strafing by airplanes and any other
type of weapon or explosive device;

(3) All combat operations on the
ground, on rivers, on the sea and in the
air;

(4) All hostile acts, terrorism or re-
prisals; and

(5) All acts endangering lives or pub-
lic or private property.

ARTICLE 3
'(a) The above-mentioned prohibitions

shall not hamper;or restrict:.
(1) Civilian supply, freedom of move-

ment, freedom to work and freedom of
the people to engage in trade, and civil-
ian communication and transportation
between and among al! areas in !&&lh
Vietnam. "' ,

• (2) The use by each party in areas
und ^r its control of military support
elements, such as engineer and trans-
portation units, in repair and construc-
tion of pub l i c facilities and the irans-
portation and supplying of the «,
tion.

'(3) Normzrl mi l i ta ry proficiency con-
ducted by the 'part ies in the areas under
their respective control with due regard
for publ ic safety.

(b) The Joint Mili tary Commissions
shall immediately agree nn corridors,
routes and other regulations governing
the movement nf mi l i tary transport air-
craft , m i l i t a ry transport vehic les and
military transport vessel? of all types
of one party poing through arpas under
the control of other parties.

ARTICLE 4

In rf der to avert conflict and insure
norma conditions for those armed
forces which are in direct contact, and
pending regulation by the Joint Military
Commissions, the commanders of the
opposing armed forces at- those places
of direct contact shall meet as soon as
the cease-fire comes into force with a
view to reaching an agreement on tem-
porary measures to avert conflict and
to insure supply and medical cars for
these armed forces.

ARTICLE 3
(a) Within 15 days after the cease-

fire comes into effect, each party shall
do its utmost to complete the removal
or deactivation of all demolition ob-
jects, minefields, traps, obstacles or
other dangerous objects placed pre-
viously, so as not to hamper the popu-
lation's movement and work, in the
first place cm waterways, roads and
railroads in South Vietnam. Those
mines which cannot be removed or de-
activated within that time shall be'
clearly marked and must be removed
or deactivated as soon as possible. .

(b) Emplacement of mines is pro-
hibited, except as a defensive measure
around the edges of military installa-
tions in places where they do not ham-
per the population's movement and work,
and movement on waterways, roads and
railroad1;. Mines and other obstacles al-
ready in place at the edges of military
installations may remain in plare if they
are in place where they do not hamper
the population's movement and work,
and movement on waterways, roads and
railroads.

ARTICLE 8
Civilian police and civilian security

personnel of the parties in South Viet-
nam, who are responsible for the main-
tenance of law and order, shall strictly
respect the prohibitions set forth in
Article 2 of this protocol. As required
by their responsibilities, normally they
shall be authorized to carry pistols, but
when required by unusual circum-
stances, they shall be allowed to carry
other small individual arms. •

ARTICLE f l ' . ." .-

(a) The entry into South Vietasjtf :of
replacement armaments, munitions and
war material permitted -under Article 7
of the agreement shall take place under
the supervision arjd control of the T^o-
Party, Joint Military Commission' arid 'of
the International Commission of 'fern-
trol and Supervision and tfirouga sucn
points of entry only as are'designated
by the two South Vietnamese partial).
The two South Vietnamese parties shall
agree on these points of entry within
15 days after the entry into force of the
cease-fire. The two South Vietnamese
parties may select as many as six points
of entry which are not included in the
list of places where teams of the Inter-
national Commission of Control and
Supervision are to be based contained
in Article 4 (d) of the protocol concern-
ing the international commission. ,At
the same time, the two South Viet-
namese parties may also select points
of entry from the list of places set forth
in Article 4 (d) of that protocol.

(b) Each of the designated points'.of
entry shall be available only fonbijbat
.South Vietnamese party which ft in
'control of that point. The two South
Vietnamese parties shall have an equal

! number of points of entry. ,
| ARTICLE 8
1 (a) In implementation of Article 5 of
1 the agreement, the United States and
the other foreign countries referred to
in Article 5 of the agreement shall take
with them all their armaments, rnuni-
tions and war material. Transfers of

i such items which would leave them "in
South Vietnam shall not be made sub-

' sequent to the entry into force of the
agreement except for transfers of com-
munications, transport and other non-
combat material to the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission or the Interna-
tional Commission of Control and Su-
pervision.

(b) Within five days after the entry
into force of the cease-fire, the United
States, shall inform the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission and the Interna-
tional Commission of Control and Su-
pervision of the general plans for tim-
ing of complete troop withdrawals
which shall take place in four phases of
15 days each. It is anticipated that the
numbers of troops withdrawn in each
phase are not likely to be widely dif-
ferent, although it is not feasible to in-
sure equal numbers. The approximate
numbers to be withdrawn in each phase
shall be given to the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission and the Interna-
tional Commission of Control and Su-
pervision sufficiently in advance of ac-
tual withdrawals so that they can prop-
erly carry out their tasks in relation
thereto.

ARTICLE 9
(a) In implementation of Article 6 of

the agreement, the United States and
the other foreign countries referred to
in that article shall dismantle and re-
move from South Vietnam or destroy
all military bases in South Vietnam of
the United States and of the other f&r-
eign countries referred to in that article,
including weapons, mines and other
military equipment at these bases, for
the purpdsft of making; them unusable
for military purposes. ^ ' "-



'(bj the United States shall supply the
Four-Party Joint "Military Commission
jmd tile International Commission of
Control and Supervision with necessary
information on plans for base dismantle-

snent so that those commissions can
properly carry out their tasks in rela-
tion thereto.

The Joint Military
Commissions

ARTICLE 10
(a) The implementation of the agree-

ment is the responsibility of the parties
signatory to the agreement.

The Four-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion has the task of insuring joint action
by the .parties implementing the agree-
ment by serving as a channel of com-
munication among.the parties, by draw-
ing UP i plans and fixing the modalities
to carry out, coordinate, follow and in-
spect the implementation of the provi-
sions mentioned in Article 16 of the
agreement, and by negotiating and set-
tling all matters concerning the im-
plementation of those provisions.

(b) The concrete tasks of the Four-
Party Joint Military Commission are:
' (1) 'To coordinate, follow and Inspect
the implementation of the above-men-
tioned provisions of the agreement by
tfie: four parties.

(2) To deter and detect violations, to
deal with cases of violation, and to
settle conflicts and matters of conten-
tion between the parties, relating to the
above-mentioned .provisions,

(3) To dispatch without delay one or
more joint teams, as required by spe-
cific cases, to any part of South Viet-
nam, to investigate alleged violations of
the agreement and.to assist the parties
in finding measures to prevent recur-
rence of similar cases.

(4) To engage In observation at the
places where this is. necessary in the
exercise of its functions.

(5) To perform such additional tasks
as it may, by unanimous decision,
determine.

ARTICLE II

(a) There shall be a Central Joint
Military Commission located in Saigon.
Each party shall designate immediately
a military delegation.of 59 persons to
represent it on'the central commission.
The senior officer designated by each
party shall be a general officer, or
equivalent/ • • • • •

(b) There shall be1 seven Regional
Joint Military Commissions located in
the regions shown on the annexed map
and based at the following places:

REGIONS PLACES
I Hue
II Danang
III Pleiku
IV Phan Thiet
V . Bien Hoa
VI My Tho
VII Can Tho

Each party shall designate a military
delegation of 16 persons to represent
it on each regional commission. The
senior officer designated by each party
shall be 'an officer from the rank of
lieutenant colonel to colonel, or .equiv-
alent

(c) There shall ba a Joint military

team operating in each of the areas
Shown on the annexed jnap and based
at each of the following places in South
Vietnam:

Region I
Quang Tri
Phu Bai
Region II
Hoi An
Tarn Ky
Chu Lai .
Region in
Kontum
Hau Bon
Phu Cat
Tuy An
Ninh Hoa
Ban Me Thuot
Region IV
Da Lat

Bao Loc
. Phan Rang
Region V
An Loc
Xuan Loc
Ben Cat
Cu Chi
Tan An
Region VI
Moc Hoa
Giong Trom
Region VII
Tri Ton
Vinh Long
Vi Thanh
Khanh Hung
Quan Long

Each party shall provide four quali-
fied persons for each joint military
team. The senior person designated by
each party shall be an officer from the
rank of major to lieutenant colonel, or
equivalent.

(d) The Regional Joint Military Com-
missions shall assist the Central Joint
Military Commission in performing its
tasks and shall supervise the operations
of the military teams. The region of
Saigon-Gia Dinh is placed under the re-
sponsibility of the central commission,
which shall designate joint military
teams to operate in this region.
. (e) Each party shall be authorized to
provide support and guard personnel
for its delegations to the Central Joint
Military Commission and Regional Joint
Military Commissions, and for. its mem-
bers of the joint military teams. The
total number of support and guard per-
sonnel for each party shall not exceed
550.

(f) The Central Joint Military Commis-
sion may establish such joint subcom-
missions, joint staffs and joint military
teams as circumstance* may require.
The central commission shall determine
the numbers of personnel required for
any additional subcommissions, staff or
teams it establishes, provided that each
party shall designate one-fourth of the
number of personnel required and that
the total number of personnel for the
Four-Party Joint Military Commission,
to include its staffs, teams and support
personnel, shall not exceed 3,300..

(g) The delegations of the two South
Vietnamese parties may, by agreement,
establish provisional subcommissions
and joint military teams to carry -out
the tasks specifically assigned to them
by Article 17 in the agreement. With
respect to Article 7 of the agreement,
the two South Vietnamese parties' dele-
gations to the Four-Party Joint Military-
Commission shall establish joint military
teams at the points of entry into South
Vietnam used for replacement of arm-
aments, munitions and war material
which are designated in accordance
with Article 7 of this protocol. From
the time the cease-fire comes into force
to the time when the Two-Party Joint
Military Commission becomes operation-
al, the two South Vietnamese parties'
delegations to the Four-Party Joint Mili-
tary Commission shall form a provision-
al subcbmmission and provisional joint

military teams-to eawy'outr it
concerning captured* fti$ detained '
namese civilian personnel. Where aeces.
tery for the above purposes, the two

parties may agree to assign personnel
additional to those assigned to the two
South Vietnamese delegations to the
Four-Party Joint Military Commission.

ARTICLE 12

(a) In accordance with 'Article 17 of
the agreement, which stipulates that
the two South Vietnamese parties shall
immediately designate their respective
representatives to form the Two-Party
Joint Military Commission, 24 hours
after the cease-fire comes into force,
the two designated South Vietnamese
parties' delegations to the Two-Party
Joint Military Commission shall meet
in Saigon so as to reach an agreement
as soon as possible on organization and
operation of the Two-Party Joint Com-
mission, as well as the measures and
organization aimed at enforcing the
cease-fire and preserving peace in
South Vietnam. • •

(b) From the time the cease-fire
comes into force to, the time when the
Two-Party Joint Military Commission
becomes operational, the two South
Vietnamese parties' delegations to the
Four-Party Joint Military Commission
at all levels shall simultaneously assume
the tasks of the Two-Party Joint'Mili-
tary Commission at all levels, in addi-
tion to their functions as delegations to
the Four-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion.

(c) If, at the time the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission ceases its opera-
tion in accordance with Article 16 ol the
agreement, agreement has not been
reached on organization of the Two-
Party Joint Military Commission;. the
delegations of the two South Viet-
namese parties serving with the Four-
Party Joint Military Commission *t all
levels shall continue temporarily to
work together as a provisional two-
party joint military commission and to
assume the tasks of the Two-Party Joint

•Military Commission at all levels until
the Two-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion becomes operational.

ARTICLE 18
In application of the principle of una-

nimity, the Joint Military Commissions
shall have no chairmen, and meetings
shall be convened at the request of any
representative. The Joint Military Com-
missions shall adopt working procedures
appropriate for the effective discharge
of their functions and responsibilities.

ARTICLE 14
The Joint Military Commissions and

the International Commission of Contra!
and Supervision shall closely cooperate

'with and assist each other in carrying
out their respective functions. Each
Joint Military Commission shall inform
the international commission about the
implementation of those provisiot.s of
the agreement for which that Joint Mil-
itary Commission has responsibility and
which are within the competence of the
international commission. Each Joint
Military Commission may request the
international commission to carry out
specific observation activities'

ARTICLE 15
The Central Four-Party Joint Military

Commission shell begin operating 24
hours-after the eease-fira cornea Into



focce. Ifce Regional Four-Party Joint
Military Commissions shall begin op-
erating 48 hours after the cease-fire
comes into force. The joint military
teams based at the places listed in
Article 11 (c) of this protocol shall be-
gin operating no later than 15 days
after the cease-fire comes into force.
The delegations of the two South Viet-
namese parties shall simultaneously
begin to assume the tasks of the Two-
Party Joint Military Commission as
provided in Article 12 .of this protocol.

ARTICLE 16
•i

(a) The parties shall provide full pro-
tection and all necessary assistance and
cooperation to the Joint Military Com-
missibns at 'all levels, in the discharge
of their tasks.

(b) The Joint Military Commissions
and their personnel, while carrying out
their tasks, shall enjoy privileges and
immunities equivalent to those accorded
diplomatic missions and diplomatic
agents.

(c) The personnel of the Joint Mili-
tary Commissions may carry pistols and
wear special insignia decided upon by
each Central Join't Military Commission.
The personnel of each party while guard-
inng tom'missio installations or equip-
ment may be authorized to carry other
individual small arms,' as- determined by
each Central Joint Military Commission.

ARTICLE 17

(a) The delegation of each party to
the Four-Party Joint Military Commis-
sion and the Two-Party Joint Military
Commission shall have its own offices,
communication, logistics and transporta-
tion means, including aircraft when nec-
essary.

(b) Each, party, in its areas of control,
shall provide appropriate office and ac-
commodation facilities to the Four-
Party Joint Military Commission and the
Two-Party Joint Military Commission at
all levels.

(c) The parties shall endeavor .to
provide to the Four-Party Joint Military
Commission and the Two-Party Joint
Military Commission, by means of loan,
lease or gift, the common means of op-
peration, .including equipment for com-
munication, supply and transport, in-
cluding aircraft when necessary. The
Joint Military Commissions may pur-
chase from any source necessary facili-
ties, equipment and services which are
not supplied by the parties. The Joint
Military Commissions shall possess and
use these facilities and this equipment.

(d) The facilities and the equipment
for common use mentioned above shall
be returned to the parties when the
Joint Military Commissions have ended
their activities.

ARTICLE 18

The common expenses of the Four-
Party Joint Military Commission shall
be borne equally by the four parties,
and th? common expenses of the Two-
Party Joint Military Commission in
South -Vietnam shall be borne equally
by these two parties.

ARTICLE 19

This protocol shall enter into forcu
upon signature by plenipotentiary rep
resenitatives of .all the parties participat
ing untile Paris conference,, on ..Vietnam.
Jt,slj?ij..b'e,,strictly implemented by all
th<£ parties concerned. . .

Done in Paris this 27th day of Jan-
uary, 1973, io Vietnamese and English.
The Vietnamese and English texts are
official and equally authentic.

For the Government of the
United States of America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State

For the Government of tha
Republic of Vietnam
TRAN VAN LAM
Minister for Foreign Affairs
For the Government of the
Democratic Republic of
Vietnam
NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister for Foreign Affairs

For the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of
the Republic of South Vietnam
NGUYEN THI BINH
Minister for Foreign Affairt

2-Party Version
Protocol to the Agreement on

Ending the War and
Restoring Peace in Vietnam

Concerning the
Cease-Fire in South Vietnam

and the Joint
Military Commissions

The Government of the United States
of America, with the concurrence of the
Government of the Republic of Viet-
nam,

The Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, with the concur-
rence of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South
Vietnam,

In implementation of the first para-
graph of Article 2, Article 3, Article 5,
Article 6, Article 16 and Article 17 of
-the Agreement on Ending the War and
Restoring Peace in Vietnam signed on
this date which provide for the ceasa-
fire in South Vietnam and the estab-
lishment of a Four-Party Joint Military
Commission and a Two-Party Joint Mill-
tary Commission,

Have agreed as follows:
[Text of protocol Articles 1-18

same as above]

Article 19
The protocol to the Paris Agreement

on Ending the War and Restoring Peace
in Vietnam Concerning the Cease-fire in
South Vietnam and the Joint Military
Commissions shall enter into force upon
signature of this document by the Sec-
retary of State of the Government of
the United States of America and the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, and upon signature Of a docu-
ment in the same terms by the Secre-
tary of State of the Government of the
United States of America, the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Government
of the Republic of Vietnam, the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam and the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of 'the Re-

public of South

For the Government of the
United States of America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State
For the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister for Foreign Affairs •.



•protocol on Control Commission
protocol to the Agreement on Ending the War
and Restoring Peace in Vietnam Concerning

the Internationa! Commission of Control and Supervision
The parties participating in the Paris

conference on Vietnam,
ARTICLE 4

(a) The headquarters of the interna-
In implementation of Article 18 of the tiona[ commission shall be at Saigon.

Agreement on Ending the War and Re Tnere s|lan t,e seven regional teams
storing Peace in Vietnam signed on this iocated in the regions showns on the an-
date providing for the formation of the
International Commission of Control and
Supervision,

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE 1

The implementation of the agreement
is the responsibility of the parties signa-
tory to the agreement.

The functions of the international
commission are to control and supervise
the implementation of the provisions
mentioned in Article 18 of the agree-
ment. In carrying out these functions,
the international commission shall:

(a) Follow the implementation of the
above-mentioned provisions of the agree-
ment through communication with the
parties and on-the-spot observation at
the places where this is required.

(b) Investigate violations of the pro-
visjons which fall under the control and
supervision of the commission.

(c) When necessary, cooperate with
the Joint Military Commissions in deter-
ring and detecting violations of the
above-mentioned provisions.

ARTICLE 2

The international commission shall in-
vestigate violations of the provisions
described in Article 18 of the agreement
on the request of the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission, or of the Two-
Party Joint Military Commission or of
any party, or, with respect to Article
9 (b) of the agreement on general elec-
tions, of the National Council of Na-
ttonal Reconciliation and Concord, or
in any case where the international com-
mission has other adequate grounds for
considering that there has been a viola-
tion of those provisions. It is under-
stood that, in carrying out this task,
the international commission shall func-
tion with the concerned parties' assist-
ance and cooperation as required.

ARTICLE 3
(a) When the international com-

mission finds that there is a. serious
violation in the implementation of the
agreement or a threat to peace against
which the commission can find no ap-
propriate measure, the commission shall
report this to the four parties to the
agreement so that they can hold con-
sultations to find a solution.

(b) In accordance with Article 18 (f)
of the agreement, the international com-
mission's reports shall be made with
the unanimous agreement of the repre-
sentatives of all the four members. In
case no unanimity is reached, the com-
mission shall forward the different views
to the four parties in accordance with
Article 18 (b) of the agreement, or to
the two South Vietnamese parties in ac-
cordance with Article 18 (c) of thf
agreement, but these shall not bfl ems-
sidered as reports of the commission.

nexed map and based at the fol lowing
places:

PLACES
Hue
Danang
Pleiku
Phan Thiet
Bien Hoa
My Tho
Can Tho

The international commission shall
designate throe teams for the region of
Saigon-Gia Dinh.

(c) There shall be 2(5 teams operating
in the areas shown on the annexed map
.and based at the following places in
South Vietnam:

REGIONS
I
II
HI
IV
V
VI
VII

agreement, the international fcomniis-
sibn shall, during the time "of'such re-
turn, send one control and supWx'isiog
team to each place in Vietnam where
the captured persons are being returned,
and to the last detention places from
which these persons will be taken to the
places of return.

(b) To carry out its tasks concerning
the return of the Vietnamese civilian
personnel captured and detained in
South Vietnam mentioned in Article 8
(c) of the agreement, the international
commission shall, during the time of
such return, send one control and super-
vision team to each place in South Viet-
nam where the above-mentioned capr
tured and detained persons are being
returned, and to the last detention
places from which these persons shall
be taken to the places of return.

ARTICLE 0

To carry out its tasks regarding Ar-
ticle 9 (b) of the agreement on the free
and democratic general elections in
South Vietnam, the international com-
mission shall organize additional teams,
when necessary. The international com-
mission shall discuss this question in
advance with the National Council of
National Reconciliation and Concord. If
additional teams are necessary for this
purpose, they shall be formed 30 days
before the general elections.

ARTICLE 7 __

The international commission shall
continually keep under review its size,
and 'shall reduce the number of Its
teams, its representatives or other per-
sonnel, or both, when those teams, rep-
resentatives or personnel have accom-
plished the tasks assigned to them and
are not required for other tasks. At the
same time, the expenditures of the inter-
national commission shall be reduced
correspondingly.

ARTICLE 8

Each member of the international
shown on the annexed map and based commission shall make available at all
at the following places: times the following numbers of qual-
Gio Linh (to cover the area south of ified personnel:
the provisional military demarcation line) (a) One senior representative and 26
Lao Bao Vung Tau
Ben Het Xa Mat
Due Co Bien Hoa Airfield
Chu Lai Hong Ngu
Qui Nhon Can Tho
Nha Trang

(e) There shall be seven teams, six of

S'thVSnU oTttr? J^STX "°« " P™*""* « » ** ™
listed in-paragraph (d) above and which
the two South Vietnamese parties choose

Region 1
Quang Tri
Phu Bai
Region II
Hoi An
Tarn Ky
Chu Lai
Region III

Region
Ron turn
Hau Bon
Phu Cat
Tuy An
Ninh Hoa
Ban Me Thuot
Region IV
Da Lat

Bao Loc
Phan Rang
Region V
An LDC
Xuan Loc
Ben Cat
CuChi
Tan An
Region VI
Moc Hoa
Giong Trom
Region VI!
Tri Ton
Vinh Long
Vi Thanh
Khanh Hung
Quan Long

d) There shall be 12 teams located as

others for the headquarters staff.
. (b) Five for each of the seven region-

al teams.
(c) Two for each of the other interna-

tional control teams, except for the
teams at Gio Linh and Vung Tau, each
of which shall have three.

One hundred sixteen for the pur-

as points for legitimate entry to South

headquarters and its teams.

ARTICLE 9
(a) The international commission, and

Vietnam for replacement of armaments, each of its teams, shall act as a single
munitions and war material permitted body comprising representatives of all
by Article 7 of the agreement. Any team four members.
or teams not needed for the above- (b) Each member has the responsi-
mentioned assignment shall be available bility to insure the presence of its rep-
for other tasks, in keeping with the resentatives at all levels of the interna-
commission's responsibility for control tional commission. In case a representa-
and supervision. live is absent, the member concerned

(f) There shall be seven teams to con- shall immediately designate a replace-
trol and supervise the return of captured ment.
and detained personnel of the parties. ARTICLE 10

ARTICLE 5 (a) The parties shall afford full coop-
(a) To carry out its task t.nncTniinp^ation^asMstance and^protection to the

thp rplum of (Tip rsn!\ir?(i wi ln3r^~ per *_ : •

"the international commission.. During



the existence of the Four-Party Joint
Military Commission, the delegations of
the parties to that.commission shall also
perform liaison functions with the in-
ternational commission. After the Four-
Party Joint Military Commission has
ended its activities, such liaison shall be
maintained through the Two-Party Joint
Military Commission, liaison missions or
other adequate means.

(c) The international commission and
the Joint Military Commissions shall
closely cooperate with and assist each
other in carrying out their respective
functions.

(d) Wherever a team is stationed or
operating, the concerned party shall
designate a liaison officer to the team
to cooperate with and assist it in carry-
ing out without hindrance its task of
control and supervision. When a team is
carrying out an investigation, a liaison
officer from each concerned party shall
have the opportunity to accompany it,
provided the investigation is not thereby
delayed.

(e) Each party shall give the interna-
tional commission reasonable advance
notice of all proposed actions concern-
ing those provisions of the agreement
that are to be controlled and supervised
by the international commission.

(f) The international commission, in-
cluding its teams, is allowed such mover
ment for observation as is reasonably
required for the proper exercise of its
functions as stipulated in the agreement.
In carrying out these functions, the in-
ternational commission, including its
teams, shall enjoy all necessary, assist-
ance and cooperation from the parties
concerned.

ARTICLE 11
In supervising the holding of the free

and democratic general elections de-
scribed in Articles 9 (b) and 12 (b) of
the agreement in accordance with mo-
dalities to be agreed upon between the
National Council of National Reconcilia-
tion and Concord and the international
commission, the latter shall receive full
cooperation and assistance from the
national council.

ARTICLE 12
The international commission and its

personnel who have the nationality of
a member state shall, while carrying out
their tasks, enjoy privileges and im-
munities equivalent to those accorded
diplomatic missions and diplomatic
agents.

ARTICLE 13
' The international commission may use

the means of communication and trans-
port necessary to perform its .functions.
Each South Vietnamese party shall
make available for rent to the interna-
tional commission appropriate office and
accommodation facilities and shall assist
it in obtaining such facilities. The inter-
national commission may receive from
the parties, on mutually agreeable terms,
the necessary means of communication
and transport and may purchase from
any source necessary equipment and
services not obtained from the parties.
The international commission shall pos-
sess these means.

ARTICLE 14

The expenses for the activities of the
international commission shall be borne
by the parties and the members of the

international commission in accordance
with the provisions of this article:

(a) Each member country nf the inter-
na t iona l commission sha 1 pay the sal- re

F
sentat?ves of

anes and allowances of ,ts personnel. pating .„

ARTICLE 18

nference on Viet-
(b) All other expenses incurred by nam. It shall be strictly implemented

the internat ional commission shall be by all the parties concerned.
met from a fund to which each of the

WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State

For the Government of the
•Republic of Vietnam
TRAN VAN LAM
M,-m-ster for Foreign Affaini
F°r the Government of the

(c) Within 30 days of the date of en- For the Government o/ the
try into force of this protocol, each of United States of America
the four parties shall provide the inter-
national commission with an initial sum
equivalent to four million five hundred
thousand (4,500,000) French francs in
convertible currency, which sum shall be
credited against the amounts due from
that party under the first budget.

(d) The international commission shall
prepare its own budgets. After the inter-
national commission approves a budget,
it shall transmit it to all parties signa-
tory to the agreement for their approval. For the Provisional
Only after the budgets have been ap- Revolutionary Government of
proved by the four parties to the agree- the Republic of South Vietnam
ment shall they be obliged to make their NGUYEN THI BINH
contributions. However, in case the par- Minister /or Foreign Affairs
ties to the agreement do not agree on
a new budget, the international com-
mission shall temporarily base its ex-
penditures on ithe previous budget,
except for the extraordinary, one-time
expenditures for installation or for the
acquisition of equipment, and the par-
ties shall continue to make their con-
tributions on that basis unti l a new
budget is approved.

ARTICLE 15
(a) The headquarters shall be opera- _, _

tional and in place within 24 hours after .T.ne Government of the United States
tv,» r-p^.firp of America, with the concurrence of the

,,..,
Mlmster <or foret§rt

2-Party Version
Protocol to the Agreement

on Ending the War and
Restoring Peace in Vietnam

Concerning the
International Commission of

Control and Supervision

the cease fire
. G ™ n t of the Republic of Vietnam,(b) The regional teams shall be op.

erational and in place, and three teams- The Government of the Democratic
for supervision and control of the re.

RePubllc of Vietnam, with the concur-
turn of the captured and detained per-!Lence of the Provismnal Revolutionary
sonnel shall be operational and ready ̂ eminent of the Republic of South
for dispatch within 48 hours after thevlelnam-
cease-fire. In implementation of Article 18 of the

(c) Other teams shall be operational Demerit on Ending the War and Re-
and in place within 15 to 30 days after ;to

f
nn& P6.3." '" Vjetnam signed on this

the cease-fire late Provld'ng for the formation of the
nternational Commission of Control and

\ ARTICLE 16 supervision,

Meetings shall be convened at the call
of the chairman. The international com-
mission shall adopt other working pro-
cedures appropriate for the effective dis-
charge of its functions and consistent
with respect for the sovereignty of
South Vietnam.

ARTICLE 17
The members of the international

commission may accept the obligations
of tliis protocol by sending notes of
acceptance to the four parties signatory
to the agreement. Should a member of
the international commission decide to
withdraw from the international com-
mission, it may do so by" giving three
months' notice by means of notes to
the four parties to the agreement, in
which case those four parties shall con-
sult among themselves for the purpose
of agreeing upon a replacement
member.

Have agreed as follows:
[Text of protocol Articles 1-17

same as above]

Protocol to the Paris Agreement
n Ending the War and Restoring Peace



•* in Vietnam concerning the International
.Cttmmisslon of- Control and Supervision

1 shall eater into force upon signature of
this document by the Secretary of Stats
of the Government of the United States
of America and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Government of the Demo-

. cratic Republic of Vietnam, and upon
signature of a document in the same
terms by the Secretary of State of the
Government of the United States of
America, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Government of the Republic -of
Vietnam, the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs of the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam and the Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs of the Provi-

' siona! Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Vietnam. The protocol
shall be strictly implemented by all the
parties concerned.

Done in Paris this 27th day of Janu-
ary, 1973, in Vietnamese and English.
The Vietnamese and English texts are
official and equally authentic.

For the Government of the
United States o/ America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State
For the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister /or Foreign Affairs

Protocol on the Prisoners
Protocol to the Agreement on Ending the War

and Restoring Peace in Vietnam
Concerning the Return of Captured Military Personnel and

Foreign Civilians and Captured and Detained
Vietnamese Civilian Personnel ;

The parties participating in the Paris
conference on Vietnam.

In implementation of Article 8 of the
Agreement on Ending the War and Re-
storing Peace in Vietnam signed on this
date providing for the return of captured
military personnel and foreign civilians,
and captured and detained Vietnamese
civilian personnel.

Have agreed as follows:

The Return of Captured
Military Personnel

and Foreign Civilians
ARTICLE i

The parties signatory to the agree-
ment shall return the captured military
personnel of the parties mentioned in
Article 8 (a) of the agreement as follows:

*!All captured military personnel of
the United States and those of the other
foreign countries mentioned in Article
3 (a) of the agreement shall be returned
to United States authorities.

<IAJ1 captured Vietnamese military
personnel, whether belonging to regular
or irregular armed forces, shall be re-
turned to the two South Vietnamese
parties; they shall be returned to that
South Vietnamese party under whose
command they served.

ARTICLE 2
All captured civilians who are nation-

als of the United States or of any other
foreign countries mentioned in Article
3 (a) of the agreement shall be returned
to United States authorities. All other
captured foreign civilians shall be re-
turned to the authorities of their coun-
try of nationality by any one of ths
parties willing and able to do so.

ARTICLE 3 ~~"~"~
The parties shall today exchange

complete lists of captured persons
mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 of this
protocol.

ARTICLE 4
(a) The return of all captured persons

mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 of this
protocol shall be completed within 60
days of the signing of the agreement
at a rate no slower lhan the rate of
withdrawal from South Vietnam of
United States forces and those of the
other foreign countries mentioned in
Article 5 of the agreement.

(b) Persons who are seriously ill ,
wounded or maimed, old persons and
women shall be returned first. The
remainder shall be returned either by
returning all from one detention place
after another or in order of their dates
of capture, beginning with those who
have been held the longest.

ARTICLE S
The return and reception of the pet*-

sons mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 of
this protocol shall be carried out at
places convenient to the concerned
parties. Places of return shall be agreed
upon by the Four-Party Joint Military
Commission. The parties shall insure
the safety of personnel engaged in the
return and reception of those persons.

ARTICLE 6

Each party shall return all captured
persons mentioned in Articles 1 and 2
of this protocol without delay and shall
facilitate their return and reception.
The detaining parties shall not deny or
delay their return for any reason, in-
cluding the fact that captured persons
may, on any grounds, have been prose-
cuted or sentenced.

The Return of Captured and
Detained Vietnamese

Civilian Personnel
ARTICLE 7

(a) The question of the return of
Vietnamese civilian personnel captured
and detained in South Vietnam will be
resolved by the two South Vietnamese
parties on the basis of the principles
of Article 21 (b) of the agreement on
the Cessation of Hostilities in Vietnam
of July 20, 1954, which reads as fol-
lows: /

"The term 'civilian internees' is un-
derstood to mean all persons who,
having in any way contributed to the
political and armed struggle between
the two parties, have been arrested for
that reason and have been kept in
detention by either party during the
period of histilities."

(b) The two South Vietnamese parties
will do so in a spirit of national recon-
ciliation and concord with a view to
ending hatred and enmity in order to
ease suffering- and to reunite families.

Ths two South Vietnamese parties, wtil
do their utmost to resolve this question
within SO days after the cease-fire
comes into effect.

(c) Within 15 days after the cease-
fire comes into effect, the two South
Vietnamese parties shall exchange lists
of the Vietnamese civilian personnel
captured and detained by each party
and lists of the places at which they
are held.

Treatment of Captured
Persons During Detention

ARTICLE 8

(a) All captured military personnel
of the parties and captured foreign
civilians of the parties shall be treated
humanely at alt times, and in accord-
ance with international practice.



They shall be protected against all
violence to life and person, in particular
against murder in any form, mutilation,
torture and cruel treatment, and out-
rages upon personal dignity. These per-
sons shall not be forced to join the
armed forces of the detaining party.

They shall be given adequate food,
clothing, shelter and the medical atten-
tion required for their state of health.
They shall be allowed to exchange post-
cards and letters with their families
and receive parcels.

(b) All Vietnamese civilian personnel
captured and detained in South Vietnam
shall be treated humanely at all times,
and in accordance with international
practice.

They shall be protected against all
violence to life and person, in particular
against murder in any form, mutilation,
torture and cruel treatment and out-
rages against personal dignity. The de-
taining parties shall not deny or delay
tbeir return for any reason including
the fact that captured persons may, on
any grounds, have been prosecuted or
sentenced. These persons shall not be
forced to join the armed forces of the
detaining party.

They shall be given adequate food,
clothing, shelter and the medical atten-
tion required for their state of health.
They shall be allowed to exchange post-
cards and letters with their families
and receive parcels.

ARTICLE 9

(a) To contribute to improving the
living conditions of the captured milita-
ry personnel of the parties and foreign
civilians of the parties, the parties shall,
within 15 days after the cease-fire
corrles into effect, agree upon the des-
ignation of two or -more national Red
Cross societies to visit all places where
captured military personnel and foreign
civilians are held.

(b) To contribute to improving the
living conditions of the captured and
detained Vietnamese civilian personnel,
the two South Vietnamese parties shall,
within 15 days after the cease-fire
comes into effect, agree upon the des-
ignation of two or more national Red
Cross societies to visit all places where
the captured and detained Vietnamese
civilian personnel are held.

With Regard to Dead and
Missing Persons

ARTICLE 10

(a) The Four-Party Joint Military
Commission shall insure joint action by
the parties in implementing Article 8
(b) of the agreement. When the Four-
Party Joint Military Commission has
ended its activities, a Four-Party Joint
Military Team shall be maintained to
carry on this task. ,

(b) With regard to Vietnamese civilian
personnel dead or missing in South Viet-
nam, the two South Vietnamese parties
shall help each other to obtain informa-
tion about missing persons, determine
the location and take care of the graves
of the dead, in a spirit of'national rec-
onciliation and concord, in keeping with
the people's-aspirations.

Other Provisions
ARTICLE 11

(a) The Four-Party and Two-Party
Joint Military Commissions will have
the responsibility of determining im-
mediately the modalities of implement-
ing the provisions of this protocol con-
sistent with their respective responsi-
b i l i t i e s under Articles 16 (a) and 17 (a)
of the agreement. In case the Joint
Mili tary Commission, when carrying
out their tasks, cannot reach agreement
on a matter pertaining to the return
of raptured personnel they shall refer
to the international commission for its
assistance.

(b) The Four-Party Joint Military
Commission shaH Jprm, in addition to
the teams established by the protocol
concerning the cease-fire in South Viet-
nam and the Joint Military Commis-
sions, a subcommission on captured
persons and, as required, joint military
teams on captured persons to assist the
commission in its tasks.

(c) From the time the cease-fire
comes into force to the time when the
Two-Party Joint Military Commission
becomes operational, the two South
Vietnamese parties' delegations to the
Four-Party Joint Military Commission
shall form a provisional subcommission
and provisional joint military teams to
carry out its tasks concerning captured
and detained Vietnamese civilian per-
sonnel.

(d) The Four-Party Joint Military
Commission shall send joint military
teams to observe the return of the per-
sons mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 of
this protocol at each place in Vietnam
where such persons are being returned,
and at the last detention places from
which these persons will be taken to
the places of return. The Two-Party
Joint Military Commission shall send
joint military teams to observe the re-
turn of Vietnamese civilian personnel
captured and detained at each place in
South Vietnam where such persons are
being captured, and at the last detention
places from which these'persons will be
taken to the places of return.

In implemenation of Articles IS (b)
! and 18 (c) of the agreement, the Inter-
: national Commission of Control and
Supervision shall have the responsibili-
ty to control and supervise the observ-
ance of Articles 1 through 7 of this
protocol through observation of the
return of captured military personnel,
foreign civilians and captured and de1-
tained Vietnamese civilian personnel at
each place in Vietnam where these per-
sons are being returned, and at the last
detention places from which these per-
sons will be taken to the places of re-
turn, the examination of lists and the
investigation of violations of the pro-
visions of the above-mentioned articles.

ARTICLE 13

Within five days after signature of
this protocal, each party shall publish
the text of the protocol and communi-
cate it to all the captured persons cov-
ered by the protocol and being detained
by that party. •

ARTICLE 14 .

This protocol shall come into ,fQ
upon signature by plenipotentiary-l
resentatives of all the parties partici-
pating in the Paris conference on Viet-
nam. It shall be strictly implemented by-
all the parties concerned.

Done in Paris this 27th day of Janu-
ary, 1973, in Vietnamese and English.
The Vietnamese and English texts are
official and equally authentic,

For the Government of the
United States of America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State
Fqr the Government of the .
Republic of.Vietnam
TRAN VAN LAM
Minister for Foreign Affairs
For the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister for Foreign Affairi
For the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of
the Republic of South Vietnam
NGUYEN THI BINH
Minister for Foreign Affairs

2-Party Version
Protocol to the Agreement on
Ending the War and Restoring

Peace in Vietnam
Concerning the Return of

Captured Military Personnel
and Foreign Civilians and

Captured and Detained
Vietnamese Civilian Personnel

The Government of the United States
of America, with the concurrence of the
Government of the Republic of .Viet-
nam,

The Government of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, with the concur-
rence of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South
Vietnam,

In implementation of Article 8 of the
Agreement on Ending the War and Re-
storing Peace in Vietnam signed on this
date providing for the return of cap-
tured military personnel and foreign
civilians, and captured and detained
Vietnamese civilian personnel,

Have agreed as follows:
[Text of protocol Articles 1-13

same as above]

Article 14

The protocol to the Paris Agreement on
Ending the War and Restoring Peace in
Vietnam concerning the Return of Cap-
tured Military Personnel and Foreign
Civilians and Captured and Detained
Vietnamese Civilian Personnel shall en-
ter into force upon signature of this
document by the Secretary of State of
the Government of the United States
of America and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Government of the Beaio-;
cratic Republic of Vietnam, and upon



signature of a document in the same
terms by the Secretary of State of the
Government of the United States of
America, the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs of the Government of the Republic
of Vietnam, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Government of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Vietnam and the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Government of
the Republic of South Vietnam. The
protocol shall be strictly implemented
by all the parties concerned.

Done in Paris this 27th day of Jan-
uary, 1973, in Vietnamese and English
The Vietnamese and English texts ar«
official and equally authentic.

For the Government of the
United States of America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of State
For the Government of thf
Democratic Republic of Vietnam
NGUYEN DUY TRINH
Minister /or Foreign A//air»

International Control Commission
(Canada, Hungary, Indonesia and Poland)
and Joint Military Commission
(U.S., South Vietnam, North Vietnam and
Vietcong) will both have headquarters in
Saigon and base their teams in the same
cities in the seven truce regions.

"&• Headquarters of Regional Teams
Local Teams

's Entry-Control Units

O '̂&n;./ CAMBODIA'

rh« N«w Yortt Tlmss/Stechefi Hadermawr/Jen. 25,W73
Map showing cities where I.C.C. and Joint Military Commission representatives will be based, is drawn 'tarn data

supplied by the White House. But the White House did not supply official maps referred to in trace protocols.



TIIK NEW r'

'Following is o transcript
o/ Henry A- Kissinger's news
conference in Washington
yesterday on the Vietnam
cease-fire accord, as record-
ed by The New York Times:

Opening Statement
Ladies and gentlemen:
The President last evening

presented the outlines of the
agreement and by common
agreement between us and
the North Vietnamese we are
today releasing—we have to-
day released—the text and
I'm here to explain—to go
over briefly—what these texts
contain and how we got
there, what we have tried to
achieve in recent months and
.where we expect to go from
here.

Let me begin by going
through the agreement, which
you have read.

Tile agreement, as you
know, is in nine chapters.
The first affirms the inde-
pendence, sovereignty, unity
and territorial integrity as
recognized by the 1954
Geneva Agreements on Viet-
nam—agreements which es-
tablished two zones, divided
by a military demarcation
line."

Chapter II deals with a
cease-fire. The cease-fire will
go into effect at 7 o'clock
Washington time on Satur-
day night. The principal pro-
visions of Chapter II deal
with permitted acts during the
cease-fire and with what the
obligations of the various
parties are with respect to
the cease-fire.

Withdrawal of Forces
Chapter II also deals

with the withdrawal of Amer-
ican and all other foreign
forces from Vietnam within
a period of 60 days and it
specifies the forces that have
to be withdrawn. These are,
in effect, all military person-
nel and all civilian personnel
dealing with combat opera-
tions. We are permitted to
retain economic advisers and
civilian technicians serving
in certain oi the military
branches.

Chapter II further deals
with the provisions for re-
supply and for the introduc-
tion of outside forces. There
is a flat prohibition against
the introduction of any mili-

tary forces into South Viet-
nam from outside of South
Vietnam, which is to say
that whatever forces may be
in South Vietnam from out-
side South Vietnam—spe-
cifically North Vietnamese
forces—cannot receive rein-
forcement, replacement or
any other form or augmenta-
tion by any moans whatso-
ever.

With . respect to military
equipment, both sides are
permitted to replace all exist-
ing military equipment nn a
one-to-one basis under inter-
national supervision and con-
trol.

Return of Prisoners

There will be established,
as I wil l explain when I dis-
cuss the protocols, for each
side three legitimate points of
entry through, which all
equipment — all replacement
equipment—- has to move.
These legitimate points of en-
try will be under international
supervision.

Chapter III deals with
the return of captured mili-
tary personnel and foreign
civilians as well as wi th the
question of civilian detainees
within South Vietnam. This,
as you know, throughout the
negotiations, presented enor-
mous difficulties for us. We
insisted throughout that the
question of American prison-
ers of war and of American
civilians captured throughout
Indochina should be sepa-
rated from the issue of Viet-
namese civilian personnel de-
tainees, partly because of the
enormous difficulty of classi-
fying the Vietnamese civilian
personnel by categories of
who was detained for reasons
of the civil war and who was
detained for criminal activi-
ties.

And secondly, because it
was foreseeable that negotia-
tions about the rele.ase of ci-
vilian detainees would be
complex and difficult and
because we did not want to
have the issue of American
personnel mixed up with the
issues of civilian personnel
in South Vietnam, this turned
out to be one of the thorniest
issues that was settled at
some point and kept reap-
pearing throughout the nego-
tiations.

It was one of the difficul-
ties we had during the De-
cember negotiations.

As you can see from the
agreement, the return of
American military personnel
and captured civilians is sep-
arated in terms of obligations
and in terms of the time
frame from the return of
Vietnamese civilian person-
nel. The return of American
personnel and the accounting
of missing-in-action is un-
conditional and will take
place within the same time
frame as the American with-
drawals.

3 Months to Negotiate
The issue of Vietnamese

civilian personnel wil! be
negotiated between the two
Vietnamese parties over a
period of three months and,
as the agreement says, they
will do their utmost to re-
solve this question within a
three-month period.

So I repeat: the issue is
separated both in terms of
obligations and in terms of
the relevant time frame from
the return of American pris-
oners, which is unconditional.

We expect that American
prisoners will be released in
—at—intervals of two weeks
or 15 days in roughly equal
installments.

We have been told that no
American prisoners are held
in Cambodia. American pris-
oners held in Laos and North
Vietnam will be returned to
us in Hanoi. They will be
received by American med-
ical evacuation teams and
flown on American airplanes
from Hanoi to places of our
own choice, probably Vien-
tiane, j

There will be international*
supervision of both this pro-
vision and of the provision
for the missing-in-actton and
all American prisoners will,
of course, be released within
60 days of the signing of the
agreement. The signing will
take place on Jan. 27°in two
installments, the significance
of which I will explain to
you when I have gone through
the provisions of the agree-
ment and the associated pro-
tocols.

Chapter IV of the agree-
ment deals with the right
of the South Vietnamese peo-
ple to self-determination.

Its first provision contains
a joint statement by the
United States and-North Viet-
nam in which those two coun-
tries jointly recognize the
South Vietnamese people's
right to self-determination, in

which those 'two countries
jointly affirm that the South
Vietnamese people shall de-
cide for themselves the polit-
ical system that they shall
choose and jointly affirm that
no foreign country shall im-
pose any political solutions
on South Vietnamese people.

The other principal provi-
sions of the agreement" are
that in implementing the
South Vietnamese people's
right to self-determination,
the two South Vietnamese
parties will decide — will
agree — among each other
on free elections for officers
to be decided by the two
parties at a time to be de-
cided by the two parties.
Will Not Impose Solutions

These elections will be su-
pervised first—-and organized
first—by an institution which
has the title of National
Council for National Recon-
ciliation and Concord, whose
members will be equally ap-
pointed by the two sides,
which .will operate on the
principle of unanimity and
which will come into being
after negotiations between
the two parties, who are ob-
ligated by this agreement to
do their utmost to bring this
institution into being within
90 days.

Leaving aside the tech-
nical jargon, the.significance'
of this agreement — of
this part of the agreement—
is that the United States has
consistently maintained that
we would not impose any
political solutions on the'
people of South Vietnam.

The'United States has con-
sistently maintained that we
would not impose a coalition
governmment or a disguised
coalition government on the
people of South Vietnam.

If you examine the provi-
sions of this chapter you will
see, first, that the existing
government in Saigon can
remain in office; secoridly,
that the political future of
South Vietnam depends on
agreement between the
South Vietnamese parties
and not on an agreement
that the United 'States has
imposed on these parties.

Thirdly, that the nature of
this political evolution, the
timing of this political evolu-
tion, is left to the South Viet-
namese parties-and that the
organ that is created to see



to-it that Ihe elections are
organized, will be conducted
properly, is one in which the
South Vietnamese parties—
each of the South Vietnamese
parties—has a view.

The other significant pro-
vision of this agreement is
the requirement that the
South Vietnamese parties will
attempt—will bring about—
a reduction of the armed
forces and that the forces
being reduced will be de-
mobilized.

The next chapter deals
with the reunification of Viet-
nam and the relationship be-
tween North and South Viet-
nam.

In the many negotiations
that I've conducted over re-
cent weeks not the least
arduous was the negotiation
conducted for the ladies and
gentlemen of the press who
constantly raised issues with
respect to sovereignty, exist-
ence of South Vietnam' as a
political entity and other mat-
ters of this kind.

I will return to this issue at
the end when I sum up the
agreement. But it is obvious
that there is no dispute in
the agreement between the
parties that there is an entity
called South Vietnam and
that the future unity of Viet-
nam as it comes about will
be decided by negotiations
between North and South
Vietnam; that it will not be
achieved by military force.

Coercion Ruled Out
Indeed, that the use of

military force with respect to
•bringing about unification or
any other form of coercion
is impermissible according to
the terms of this agreement

Secondly, there are spe-
cific provisions in this chap-
ter with respect to the de-
militarized zone. There is a
repetition of the agreement
of 1954, which makes the
demarcation line along the
19—along the 17th parallel—
provisional, which means
pending reunification.

There's a specific provision
that both North and South
Vietnam shall respect the
demilitarized zone on either
side of the provisional mili-
tary demarcati6n line.

And there is another provi-
sion that indicates that
among the subjects that can
be negotiated will be modali-
ties of civilian movement
across the demarcation line,
which makes it clear that
military movement across
the demilitarized zone is in
all circumstances prohibited.

Issue of the DMZ
Now this may be an ap-

propriate point to explain
what our position has been
with respect to the DMZ:

There has been a great deal
of discussion about the issue
of sovereignty and about the
issue of legitimacy, which is
to say which government is
in control of South Vietnam,

and finally about why we
laid such great stress on the
issue of the demilitarized
zone.

We had to place stress on
the issue of the dimilitarized
zone because the provisions
of the agreement with respect
to infiltration, with respect
to replacement, with respect
to any of the military provi-
sions would have made no
sense whatever if there was
not some demarcation line
that defined where South
Vietnam began.

If we had accepted the
proposition, it would have, in
effect, eroded the demilitar-
ized zone. Then the provi-
sions of the agreement with
respect to restrictions about
the introduction of men and
materiel into South Vietnam
(vould have been unilateral
restrictions applying only to
the United States and only
to our allies and, therefore,
if there was to he any mean-
ing to the separation of
military and political issues
—if there was to be any per-
manence to the military
provisions that have been
negotiated—then it was es-
sential that there was a defi-
nition of where the obliga-
tions of this agreement began.

And as you can see from
the text of the agree-
ment, the principles that
we'defended were essentially
achieved.

Chapter VI deals with the
international machinery and
we will discuss that when I
discuss—when I talk about—
the associated protocols of
the agreement.

Laos And Cambodia
Chapter VII deals with

Laos and Cambodia. Now the
problem of Laos and Cam-
bodia has two parts: one part
concerns those obligations
whLch can be undertaken by
the parties signing the agree-
ment—that is to say the three
Vietnamese parties and the
United States — those meas-
ures that we can take which
affect the situation in Laos
and Cambodia; a second part
of the situation in Laos has
to concern the nature of the
civil conflict that is taking
place within Laos and Cam-
bodia and the solution of
which, of course, must in-
volve as well the Laotian
parties—the two Laotian par-
ties — and the innumerable
Cambodian factions.

Let me talk about the pro-
visions of the agreement with
respect to Laos and Cam-
bodia and our firm expecta-
tions as to the future in Laos
and Cambodia.

The provisions of the agree-
ment with respect to Laos
and Cambodia reaffirm as an
obligation to all the parties
the provisions of the 1954
agreement on Cambodia and
of the 1962 agreement on
Laos, which affirms the neu-
trality and right to self-de-
termination of those two
countries. And they are there-
fore consistent with our basic
positibn with respect also to
South Vietnam.

Use of Bases Prohibited
The provisions of the

agreement specifically pro-
hibit the use of Laos and
Cambodia for military and
any other o p e r a t i o n s
against any of the signatories
or the Paris agreement or
against any other country. In
other words, there is a flat
prohibition against the use
of base areas in Laos and
Cambodia. There is a flat
prohibition against the use
of Laos and Cambodia for in-
filtration into Vietnam or
for that matter into any
other country.

Finally, there is a require-
ment that all foreign troops
be withdrawn from Laos and
Cambodia and it is clearly
understood that North Viet-
•namese troops are considered
foreign with respect to Laos
and Cambodia.

Now as to the conflict
within these countries, which
could not be formally settled
in an agreement which is
not signed by the parties of
that conflict. Let me make
this plain without elabo-
rating.

It is our firm expectation
that within a short period of
time there will be a formal
cease-fire in Laos, which ia
turn will lead to a with-
drawal of all foreign forces
from Laos and, of course, to
the end of the use of Laos as
a corridor of infiltration.

Change by Force Barred
The situation in Cambodia,

as those of you who have
studied it will know, is some-
what more complex because
there are several parties
headquartered in different
countries and therefore we
can say about Cambodia that
it is our expectation that a
de facto cease-fire will come
into being over a period of
time relevant to the execu-
tion of this agreement.

Our side will take the ap-
propriate measures to indi-
cate that it will not attempt
to change the situation by
force.

We have reason to believe
that our position is clearly
understood by all concerned
parties and I will not go
beyond this in my statement.

Chapter VIII deals with
the relationship between the
United States and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam.

As I have said in my brief-
ings on Oct. 26 and on Dec.
16 and as the President af-
firmed on many occasions—
the last time in his speech
last evening — the United
States is seeking a peace that
heals.

We have had many armis-
tices in Indochina. We want
a peace that will last. And
therefore it is our firm in-
tention in our relationship
to the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam to move from
hostility to normalization and
from normalization to concili-

ation and cooperation.

Protocols Discussed
And we balieve that under

conditions of peace, we can
contribute throughout Indo-
china to a realization of the
humane aspirations of all the
people of Indochina and we
will in that spirit perform
pur traditional role of help-
ing people realize these as-
pirations in peace.

Chapter IX of the agree-
ment is the usual implement-
ing provision.

So much for the agree-
ment. -1 •"

Now let me say a word.
about the protocol.

There are four protocol̂ ,
or implementing instruments,
to be agreed—on the return
of American prisoners, on the
implementation and iristitiK
tion of an international con-
trol commission, on the reg-
ulations with respect to the
cease-fire and the implemen-
tation and institution of a
joint military commission
among the concerned parties
and the protocol about the
deactivatkm and removal of
mines.

I have given you th« rile-
vant provisions of the proto-
col concerning the return of
prisoners. They will be re-
turned at periodic intervals
in Hanoi to American au-
thorities and not to American
private groups. They will tie
picked up by American air-
planes except for prisoners
held in the southern pari «if
South Vietnam which w|fl'
be released at designated
points .in the South again to
American authorities.

We will receive on Satur-
day—the day of signing of
the'agreement—a list or all
American prisoners heJ4
throughout Indochina, and
those parties, it is to say—•'
all parties have an obligation
to assist each other in ob-
taining information about,
the prisoners missing in
action and about the location;
of graves of American per-
sonnel throughout Indochina.

The international commis-
sion has the right to visi(;ths
last place of detention of the
prisoners as well as the
place from which they arc
released.

Size of Commission
Now, to the international

control commission.
You will remember that

one of the reasons for the
impasse in December was
the difficulty of agreeing
with the North Vietnamese
about the size of the interna-
tional commission, its func-
tion or the location of its
teams.

On this occasion there is
no point in reviewing all the
differences. It is, however,
useful to point out that at
that time the proposal of the
North Vietnamese was that



the international control com-
mission have a membership
of 250, no organized logistics
or communication, dependent
entirely on its authority to
move on the party it was
supposed to be investigating
and on behalf of. Its person-
nel was supposed to be lo-
cated in Saigon, which is not
the place where most of the
infiltration that we were con-
cerned with was likely to
take place.

We have distributed to you
an outline of the basic struc-
ture of this commission.

Briefly stated, its total
number is 1,160, drawn from
Canada, Hungary, Indonesia
and Poland.

Seven Regional Teams
It has a headquarters in

Saigon. It has seven regional
teams, 26 teams based in lo-
calities throughout Vietnam
which were chosen either
because forces were in con-
tact there or because we
estimated that these were
the areas where the viola-
tions of the cease-fire were
most probable.

There are 12 teams at
border crossing points. There
are seven teams that are set
aside for points of entry
which have yet to be chosen
for the replacement of mili-
tary equipment. That is for
Article 7 of the agreement.
There will be three on ea-h
side and there will be no
legitimate point of entry into
South Vietnam other than
those three points.

The other border and
coastal teams are there
simply to.make certain that
no other entry occurs and
any other entry is by defini-
tion illegal. There has to bo
no other demonstration ex-
cept the fact that it occurred.
This leaves one team free for
use in particular at the dis-
cretion of the commission
and, of course, the seven
teams that are being used for
the return of prisoners can
be used at the discretion of
the commission after th«
prisoners are returned.

One Team at DMZ
There is one team — one

reinforced team—located at
the demilitarized zone and its
responsibility extends along
the entire demilitarized zone.
It is, in fact, a team and a
half. It is 50 per cent larger
than a normal border team.
And it represents one of the
many compromises that were
made between our insistence
on two teams, their insistence
on one team and by a bril-
liant stroke we settled on a
team and a half.

With respect to the opera-
tion of the international com-
mission, it is supposed to op-
erate on the principle of
unanimity, which is to say
that its reports—if they are
commission reports—have to
have the approval of all four
members.

However, each member is
permitted to submit its own
opinion so that as a practical
matter any member of the
commission can make a find-
ing of a violation and submit
a report in the first instance
to the parties.

The international commis-
sion will report for the time
being to the four parties to
the agreement.

Institutions Planned
We expect an international

conference will take place—
we expect at the foreign min-
isters' level—within a month
of signing the agreement.
That international conference
will establish a relationship
between the international
commission and itself or any
other international body that
is mutually agreed upon, so
that the international com-
mission is not only reporting
to the parties that it is inves-
tigating.

For the time being, until
the international conference
has met, there was no other
practical group to which the
international commission
could report. In addition to
this international group there
are two other institutions
that are supposed to super-
vise the cease-fire.

There is, first of all, an
institution called the four
party joint military commis-
sion, which is composed of
ourselves and the three Viet-
namese parties, which is lo-
cated in the same places as
the international commis-
sion, charged with roughly
the same functions but as a
practical matter, it is sup-
posed to conduct the pre-
liminary investigations. Its
disagreements are automati-
cially referred to the inter-
national commission and
moreover any party can re-
quest the international 'com-
mission to conduct an inves-
tigation regardless of what
the four-party commission
does and regardless of wheth-
er the four-party commission
has completed its investiga-
tion or not.

After the United States has
completed its wi thdrawal the
four party mili tary commis-
sion will be transformed into
a two-party commission com-
posed of the two South Viet-
namese parties.

The total number of super-
visory personnel, therefore,
will be in the neighborhood
of 4,500 during the period that
the four-party commission Is1

in existence and in the neigh'
borhood of about 3,000 aftfT
the four-party commission
ceases operating and the
two-party commission comes
into being.

Removal of Mines
Finally, there is a protocol

concerning the removal and
deactivation of mines which
is self-explanatory and sim-
ply explains—discusses—the
relationship between our ef-
forts and the efforts of the
D.R.V. concerning the re-
moval and deactivation of
mines, which is one of the
obligations we have under-
taken in the agreement.

Now }et me point out one
other problem: on Saturday,
Jan. 27, the Secretary of
State on behalf of the United
States will sign the agree-
ment bringing the cease-fire
and all the other provisions
of the Agreement and the
protocols into force. He will
sign in the morning a docu-
ment involving the four par-
ties and in the afternoon a
document between us and
the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and these docu-
ments are identical except
that the preamble differs in
both cases.

The reason for the some-
what convoluted procedure is
that while the agreement
provides that the two South
Vietnamese parties should
settle their disputes in an
atmosphere of national rec-
onciliation and concord, I
think it is safe to say that
they have not yet quite
reached that point.

Parties Not Named
Indeed, that they have not

yet been prepared to recog-
nize each other's existence.
This being the case, it was
necessary to devise one docu-
ment in which neither of the
South Vietnamese parties was
mentioned by name and
therefore no other party
could be mentioned by name
on the principle of equality.

So the four-party docu-
ment—the document that
will have four signatures —
rin be read with great care
and you will not know until
you get to the signature page
whom exactly it applies to.
It refers only to "the parties
participating in the Paris Con-
ference" which are of course
well-known to the parties
participating in the Paris
Conference.

It will be signed on two
separate pages — the United
States and the GVN is sign-
ing on one page and the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Vietnam
and its ally is signing on a
separate page. And this pro-
rerfvre has aged us all by
several years.

Then there is another doc-
ument which will be signed
by the Secretary of State and
the Foreign Minister of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam in the afternoon. That
document in its operative
provisions is word-for-word
the same as the document
which will be signed in the
morning and which contains
the obligations to which the

two South Vietnamese par-
ties are obligated. It differs
from the document only in
the preamble and in its con-
cluding paragraph. And in the
preamble it says, "The United
States with the concurrence
of the Government of the Re-
public of Vietnam and the
D.R.V. with the concurrence
of the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government." And. the
rest is the same.

And then the concluding
paragraph has the same
adaptation. That document;
of course, is not signed' by
either Saigon or its opponent
and therefore their obliga-
tions are derived from the
four-party document.

Ceremonies Explained
Now I don't want to take

any time in going into the
abstruse legalism. I simply
wanted to explain to you
why there were two different
signature ceremonies. That is
why, when we handed out
the text of the agreement,
we appended to the docu-
ment which contains the le-
gal obligations which apply
to everybody — namefy the
four parties — why we ap-
pended another section that
contained a different pream-
ble and a different imple-
menting paragraph which, is
going to be signed by the Sec-
retary of State and the For-
eign Minister of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam
and this will be true with re-
spect to the agreement and
three of the protocols.

The fourth protocol re-
garding the removal of mines
applies only to the United
States and the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam and
therefore we are in the hap-
py position of having to sign
only one document.

Now then, let me sum-
marize for you how w$ got
some of the aspects of the
agreement that we consid-
ered signifcant and then I
will answer your questions.

As you know, when I met
with this group on Dec. 16,
we had to report that the r.e-

fotiations in Paris seemed to
ave reached a stalemate.
We had not agreed at that

tiine, though we didn't say
so, on the—we could not find
a formula to take into ac-
count the conflicting views
with respect to signing. There
were disagreements with re-
spect to the DMZ and with
the associated aspects of
what identity South Vietnam
was to have in the agreement.

There was a total deadlock
with respect to the protocols,
which I summed up in the
Dec. 16 press conference.



' *> ' • • ' »fota!fy at Variance'
The North Vietnamese ap-

proach to international con-
trol and ours were so totally
at variance that it seemed
impossible at that point to
come to any satisfactory con-
clusion. And there-began to
be even some concern that
the separation which we
thought we had achieved in
October between the release
of our prisoners and the
question of civilian prisoners
in South Vietnam was break-
ing down.

When we reassembled on
Jan. 8, we did not do so in
the most cordial atmosphere
that I remember. However,
by the morning of Jan. 9 it
became apparent that both
sides were determined to
make a serious effort to
break the deadlock in nego-
tiations.

And we adopted a mode of
procedure by which issues in
the agreement and issues of
principle with respect to the
protocols were discussed at
meetings between Special
Adviser Le Due Tho and my-
self while concurrently an
American team headed by
Ambassador Sullivan and a
Vietnamese team headed by
Vice Minister Th'ach would
work on the implementation
of the principles as they ap-
plied to the protocols.

For example, the special
adviser and I might agree
on the principle of border
control posts and their num-
ber. But then the problem of
how to locate them, accord-
ing to what criteria and with
what mode of operations,
presented enormous difficul-
ties.

And let me on this occa-
sion also point out that these
negotiations required the
closest cooperation through-
out our Government — be-
tween the White House and
the State Department, be-
tween all the elements of our
team. And that therefore the
usual speculation of who did
what to whom is really extra-

ordinarily misplaced. Without
a cooperative effort by every-
body, we could not have
achieved what we have
presented last night and this
morning.

The special adviser and I
then spent the week first on
working out the unresolved
issues in the agreement and
then the unresolved issues
with respect to the protocols.
And, finally, the surrounding
circumstances of schedules
and procedures.

Few Issues Remained
Ambassador Sullivan re-

mained behind to draft the
implementing provisions of
the agreements that had been
achieved during the week.
The special adviser and I re-
mained in close contact. So
by the time we met again
yesterday the issues that re-
mained were very few indeed
and were settled relatively
rapidly.

And I may oh this occasion
also point out that while
the North Vietnamese are the
most difficult people to ne-
gotiate with that I have ever
encountered when they do
not want to settle, they are
also the most effective that
I have dealt with when they
finally decide to settle.

So that we have gone
through peaks and valleys in
these negotiations of extraor-
dinary intensity.

Now then, let me sum up
where this agreement has
left us. First with respect to
what we said we would try
to achieve, then with respect
to some of its significance
and finally with respect to
the future.

First, when I met this
group on Oct. 26 and de-
livered myself of some epi-
grammatic phrases, we ob-
viously did not want to give
a complete checklist and we
did not want to release the
agreement as it then stood,
because it did not seem to
us desirable to provide a
checklist against which both
sides would then have to
measure success and failure
in terms of their prestige.

At that time, too, we did
not say that it had always
been foreseen that there
would be another three or
four days of negotiations
after this tentative agree-
ment had been reached. And
the reason why we asked for
another negotiation was be-
cause it seemed to us at that
point that for a variety of
reasons, which I explained
then and again on Dec, 16,
those issues could not be set-
tled within the time frame
that the North Vietnamese
expected.

It is now a matter of his-
tory and it is therefore not
essential to go into a debate
of—on what we based this
judgment. But that was the
•reason why the agreement
was not signed on Oct 30
and not any of the specula-
tions that had been so much
in print and on television.
,- Controls to Be Jn Place

Now what did we say on
Oct. 26 we wanted to
achieve?

We said first of all that we
wanted to make sure that the
control machinery would be
in place at the time of the
cease-fire. We did this be-
cause we had information
that there were plans by
the other side to mount a
major offensive to coincide
with the signing of the cease-
fire agreement. This objective
has been achieved by the
fact that the protocols will
be signed on the same day
as the agreement, by the fact
that the international con-
trol commission and the
four party military commis-
sion will meet within 24 hours
of the agreement going into
effect or no later than Mon-
day morning, Saigon time,
that the regional teams of
the international ' control
commission will be in place
48 hours thereafter and that

all other teams will be in
place within 15 and a max-
imum to 30 days after that.

Second, wa said that we
wanted to compress the time
interval between the cease-
fire we expected in Laos and
Cambodia and the cease-fire
in Vietnam. For reasons
which I have explained to
you we cannot be as spe-
cific about the ceasfe-fires in
Laos and Cambodia as we
can about the agreements
that are being signed on
Saturday.

But we can say with confi-
dence that the formal cease-
fire in Laos will go into effect
in a considerably shorter pe-
riod of time than was envis-
aged in October, and since
the cease-fire in Cambodia
depends to some extent on
developments in Laos we ex-
pect the same to be tru&
there.

Ambiguities Removed
We said that certain linguis-

tic ambiguities should be re-
moved. The linguistic ambi-.
guities were produced by the
somewhat extraordinary ne-
gotiating procedure whereby
a change in the English text
did not always produce &
correlative change in the Viet-
namese text. All the linguistic
ambiguiiies to which we re-
ferred in October have in fact
been removed. At that time I
mentioned only one, and
therefore I'm pleased to re-
call it.

I pointed out that the
United States position had
consistently been a rejection
of the imposition of a coali-
tion government on the peo-
ple of South Vietnam. I said
then that the National Coun-
cil of Reconciliation was not
a coalition government no?
wag it conceived tu
*ion government The \
mese language text, however,
permitted an interpretation
of the word administrative
structure as applied to the

" Reconcil-
have lent

Sou&'s Sovereignty'
Arid I pointed out :!ftf:l̂

camber that "we were look-
ing for some means which—
some expression which
would make clear that the
two parts of Vietnam would
live in peace with each other
and that neither side would
impose its solution on the
other by force. This is now
explicitly provided and we
have achieved formulations
in which in a number of the
paragraphs of Article 14,
18 (e) and 20, have specific
references to the sovereign-
ly of South Vietnam. There
are specific references, raore-

-over to , the same thing in
Article 6 and Article 11 of
•the I.C.C.'s protocol. There
are specific references to the
right of the South, Vietna-
mese people to self-determina-
tion and therefore we believe
that we have achieved sub-
stantial changes that we
mentioned on October—or
adaptations that we asked
for on Oct. 26.

We did not increase our
demands after Oct. 26, and
we substantially achieved the
clarifications which we
sought

Now then, It Is obvious
that a war that has lasted for
10 years will have many ele*-
ments that cannot be Com-
pletely satisfactory to ail the
parties concerned, and in the
two periods the North Viet-
namese were working TSrtth
dedication and seriousness
on a conclusion—the period

I in October and the perjod'
'after we resumed talks "in
Jan. 8. It was always clea'r'
that a lasting peace1 cphld.
come about only if neither

f side sought to achieve every-.

,ed on the re]ative satisfaction
an(j therefore on the relative
dissatisfaction of all the par-
ties concerned. And therefore
it is also clear that wheftrf
whether this agreement bnngs

,v will find that In the
of this agreement the

word "administrative struc-
ture" does not—no longer
exists, and therefore this par-
ticular, shall we say, ambig

i been removed.
I pointed out in October

that we had to find a pro-
cedure for signing which
would be acceptable to all
the parties for whom obliga-
tions were involved. This has
been achieved.

I pointed out on October
26 that we would seek great-
er precision with respect to
certain obligations, particu-
larly without spelling them
out as they applied to the de-
militarized zone and to the
obligations with respect to
Laos and Cambodia. That,
too, has been achieved.

move the controversies that
could not be stilled by any
one document from the level
of military conflict to the
level of positive human aspi-
rations and to absorb the
enormous talents and dedica-
tion of the people of Indo-
china in tasks of construc-
tion rather than in tasks of
destruction.

We will make a major ef-
fort to move to create a
framework where we. hope in
a short time the animosities
and the hatred and the_ suf-
fering of this period will be
seen as aspects of the past
and where the debates con-
cerned differences of opinion
as to how to achieve positive
goals. t



•'••v lisss Srotel Means''
" Of course the hatred will
not rapidly disappear, and of
course people who have
fought for 25 years will not
easily give up their objec-
tives. But also people, who
have suffered for 25 years
may at last come to know
that they can achieve their
real satisfaction by other and
less brutal means.

The President said yester-
day thix we nave to remain
vigilant and $0 we shall. But
we shall also dedicate our-
selves to positive efforts, and
as for us at home, it should
be clear by now that no one
in tne war has had a monop-
oly of anguish and that no
one in these debates has had
a monopoly of moral insight.
And now that at last we have
achieved an agreement in
which the United States did
not prescribe the political fu-
ture to its allies, an agree-
ment which should preserve
the dignity and the self-
respect of all of the parties.
And together with healing
the wounds in Indochina, we
can begin to heal the wounds
in America.

And now I'll be glad to
answer your questions.

Questions and Answers
Q. [What supervision] do

you envisage over the Ho Chi
Minn Trail by an internation-
al agency?

A. We expect that the In-
ternational Control Commis-
sion that exists in Laos will
be reinstituted. We have also
provided for the establish-
ment of border teams—as
you can see from th« maps
—at all the terminal points
of the Ho Chi Minh Trail into
South Vietnam. And there-
fore we believe that there
will be International super-
vision of the provisions both
within Laos and within South
Vietnam. Marvin.

Q. One of the major pro-
blems has been the continued
presence of North Vietnamese
troops in the South. Could
you tell us first, so far as you
{mow, how many of these
troops are there in the South
now, and do you have any
understanding or assurance
that these troops will be
withdrawn?

A. Our estimate of the
number of North Vietnamese
troops in the South is ap-
proximately 145,000. Now, I
want to say a number of
things with respect to them.

First, nothing in the agree-
ment establishes the right of
North Vietnamese troops to
be in the South. Secondly,
the North Vietnamese have
never claimed that they have
a right to have troops in the
South. And while opinions
may differ about the exact
accuracy of that statement,
from a legal point of view it
is important because It main-
tains the distinction that we
too maintain. '

Thirdly, if this agreement
fa implemented, the North Vi-
etnamese troops in the South
should over a period of time
be subject to considerable re-
duction. First, there is a flat
prohibition against the intro-
duction of any outside forces
for any reason whatsoever. So
that the normal attrition of
personnel cannot be made up
by the reinfiltration of out-
side forces—I'm talking now
about the provisions of the
agreement.

Secondly, there is a flat
prohibition against the pres-
ence of foreign forces in Laos
and Cambodia and therefore
a flat prohibition against the
use of the normal infiltration
corridors.

Zone Activity Prohibited
Thirdly, as the agreement

makes clear, military move-
ment of any kind across the
demilitarized zone is pro-
hibited, both in the clause
requiring respect for the de-
militarized zone, which by
definition excludes military
personnel, and second, in the
clause that says only modal-
ities of civilian movement
can be discussed, not of any
other movement between
North and South Vietnam.

And fifthly, there is a pro-
vision requiring the reduc-
tion and demobilization of
forces on both sides, the
major part of which on the
South Vietnamese side is be-
lieved by all knowledgeable
observers to have arrived
from outside of South Viet-
nam.

Therefore, it is our judg-
ment that there is no way
that North Vietnam can live
up to that agreement with-
out there being a reduction
of the North Vietnamese
forces m South Vietnam,
without this being explicity
stated

Of course, it is not incon-
ceivable that the agreement
will not in all respects be
lived up to. In that case,
adding another clause that
will not be lived up to, spe-
cifically requiring it, would
not change the situation. It
is our judgment and our ex-
pectation that the agreement
will be lived up to and there-
fore we believe that the prob-
lem of these forces will be
taken care of by the evolution
of events in South Vietnam.
Peter.

Clarification on Troops
Q. Can I try to get a clari-

fication of that point? Sev-
eral times I think you said it
is understood that North Viet-
namese troops in Laos and
Cambodia are considered for-
eign troops. A. That is right.

Q. Are they so considered?
A. I said it was, Peter.

Q. Well, you said it in
answer to Marvin's question.
But is it so considered in
South Vietnam? Is North Viet-
nam a foreign entity in South
Vietnam according to this
agreement?

A. This is one of the points

on which the bitterest feeling
rages. And which it is best
not to deal with in a formal
and legalistic manner. As I
have pointed out, in this
agreement there are repeated
references to the identity of
South Vietnam, to the fact
that the South Vietnamese
people's right of self-determi-
nation is recognized both by
the D.R.V. and by the United
States, to the fact that North
and South Vietnam shall set-
tle their disputes peacefully
and through negotiation, and
other provisions of a similar
kind.

Therefore, it is clear there
is no legal' way by which
North Vietnam can use mili-
tary force against South Viet-
nam. Now whether that is
due to the fact that there are
two zones temporarily di-
vided by a provisional demar-
cation line or it's because
North Vietnam is a foreign
country with relation to
South Vietnam—that is an
issue which we have avoided
making explicit in the agree-
ment, and on which opinions
—and in which ambiguity has
its merits.
Legal Use of Force Ruled Out

From the point of view of
the international position,
and from the point of view of
the obligations of the agree-
ment, there is no legal way
by which North Vietnam can
use military force vis-a-vis
South Vietnam to achieve its
objectives.

Q. By what means was the
United States able to con-
vince President Thieu to ac-
cept the presence of North
Vietnamese troops in South
Vietnam?

A. First of all, it is not easy
to achieve through negotia-
tions what had not been
achieved on the battlefield.
And if you look at the settle-
ments that have been made
in the postwar period, the
lines of demarcation have al-
ways, almost always, fol-
lowed the lines of actual con-
trol.

Secondly, we have taken
the position throughout that
the agreement cannot be ana-
lyzed in terms of any of its
provisions. But it has to be
seen in its totality, and in
terms of the evolution that
it starts.

Thirdly, we have not asked
President Thieu, nor has he
accepted the presence of
North Vietnamese troops in
South Vietnam as a legal
right. Nor do we accept that
as a legal right. We have
since October, 1970, proposed
a cease-fire in place. A cease-
fire in place always has to be
between the forces that exist
The alternative of continued
war also would have main-
tained the forces in the coun-
try. Under these conditions,
they are cut off from the.pos-
sibility of renewed infiltra-
tion, they are prevented from
undertaking military action.

IN SOUTH VIETNAM
(Source of figures, which ar»«stf-
naneu US.- Senate Subcommittee
on Refugm and Escapees)
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Their resapply is severely re?
stricted.

And President Thieu, after
examing the totality of the
agreement, came to the con-
clusion that it achieved the
essential objectives of South
Vietnam of permitting his
people to bring about self-de-
termination, and of not pos-
ing a security risk that he
could not handle with .the
forces that we have equipped
and trained. Mr. Horner?

Q. Dr. Kissinger, because
of a news report from Paris
this morning that actually
there were some 15 or 20
protocols of. which only four
are being made public, were

.'there any secret protocols
| agreed to? , - . . ' :
; A. The only protocols that
1 exist are the protocols that
have been made public. -,

Q. Wait a minute.-^What
about understandings?

A. There are with respect
'to certain phrases read into
the record certain statement?

: as to what they mean. But
1 these have been explaiaed ia
1 these briefings and ij&afie
clear. There are no? secret
understandings. ^-. i:

Q. It's been widely specu-
lated that the 12-day .faturai:
tion bombing of tha North
was the key to achieving tha
agreement that you found ac-
ceptable. Was it? And if not.
what was?

A. I was asked in October
whether the bombing or min-
ing of May 8 brought about
the breakthrough in October.
I said then that I- did not
want to speculate on North
Vietnamese motives; I have
too much trouble analyzing
our own. I will give the sams
answer to your question.



But I will say that there
was a deadlock which- was
described in the middle of
December, and there was a
rapid movement when nego-
tiations resumed on the tech-
nical level on Jan. 3, and on
the substantive level on Jan.
8. These facts have to be
analyzed by each person for
himself.

Basis for Confidence
I want to make one point

with respect to the question
about understanding. It is ob-
vious that when I speak with
some confidence about cer-
tain developments that hap-
pened With respect to Laos
and other places, that this
must be based on exchanges
that have taken place. But
for obvious reasons I cannot
go further into them. The
formal obligations of the par-
ties have all been revealed
and there are no secret for-
mal obligations.

Q. [Is there an] amount to
which the United States is
committed in rebuilding, in
the construction you referred
to.-in North Vietnam, in rep-
arations or whatever it's go-
ing to be? Any dollar amount?

A. We will discuss the
issue of economic recon-
struction of all of Indochina,
including North Vietnam, on-
ly after the signature of the
agreements. And after the
Implementation is well ad-
vanced. And the definition of
any particular sum will have
to await the discussions
which will take place after
the agreements are in force.

Q. Dr Kissinger, is there
any understanding with the
Soviet Union or with Com-
munist China that they will
take part in an international
conference or will help to-
ward the preservation of the
framework of the agreement?

A. Formal invitations to
the international conference
have not yet been extended.
But we expect both the
Soviet Union and the Peo-
ple's Republic of China to
participate in the interna-
tional conference which will
take place within 30 days of
the signature of the agree-
ment.

We have reason to believe
that both of these countries
will participate in this confer-
ence. Now with respect to
their willingness to help this
agreement become viable, it
is, of course, clear that peace
in Indochina requires the
self-restraint of all of the
major countries. And espe-

cially of thoss countries
which on all aides have sup-
plied the wherewithal for
this conflict.

We on our part are pre-
pared to exercise such re-
straint

We believe that the other
countries—The Soviet Union
and the Peoples Republic of
China — can make a very
major contribution to peace
in Indochina by exercising
similar restraint

More U.S. Troops?
Q. If the peace treaty is vi-

olated and if the I.C.C.
proves ineffective, will the
United States ever again
send troops into Vietnam?

A. Well I—
Q. What was the question?
A. The question is whether

the United States will ever
again send troops into Viet-
nam if the peace treaty is
violated and if the interna-
tional control commission
proves Ineffective. We don't
—I don't want to speculate
on hypothetical situations
that we don't expect to arise.

Q. What agreement or un-
derstanding is there on the—
on the role that will bo
played by the so-called neu-
tralist or third-force groups
in Vietnam in the National
Council of Reconciliation?

A. The question is what
agreement or understanding
is there with respect to the
so-called neutralist forces
that exist in Vietnam in the
so-called National Council of
Reconciliation. We have
taken the position through-
out that the future political
evolution of South Vietnam
should be left to the greatest
extent possible to the South
Vietnamese themselves and
should not be predetermined
by the United States. There-
fore, there is no understand-
ing in any detail on the role
of any particular force in
South Vietnam.

Elections Favored
The United States has al-

ways taken the view that it
favored free elections but,
on the whole, the essence of
this agreement is to leave the
political evolution of South
Vietnam to negotiation
among the various South
Vietnamese parties or fac-
tions.

Q. Dr. Kissinger, about a
year ago President Nixon
outlined a peace proposal
which included a provision
for President Thieu to resign
prior to election. Is there any
similar provision in this
agreement?

A. That proposal was in a
somewhat different context
In any event, there is no such
provision in this agreement
and this again Is a matter
that will-have to be decided

by the Vietnamese parties
within the context of what-
ever negotiation they have.
But there's no requirement of
any kind like this in the
agreement.

Q. Dr. Kissinger, when dp
you expect the first Ameri-
can planes to arrive in Hanoi
to pick up the prisoners?

A. Our expectation is that
the withdrawals will take—
that the withdrawals as well
as the release of prisoners
will take place in roughly
equal increments of—within
days each over the 60-day
period. So, within 15 days
each over the 60-day period.
So, within 15 days of Jan. 27.

Q. You've addressed your-
self to ...

A. That's the outside time.
It could be faster.

Q. . . . the earliest time, sir.
A. Well, I can't give any

earlier time than within 15
days.

Q. You've addressed your-
self to this general area be-
fore, Doctor, but the question
keeps coming up. Would you
just review for us briefly how
you feel that the agreement
that you've reached differs
from one that could have
been reached, say, four years
ago.

A. Four years ago, the
North Vietnamese totally re-
fused to separate political
and military issues. Four
years ago, the North Viet-
namese nsisted that, as &
condition to negotiation, the
existing governmental struc-
ture in South Vietnam would
have to be disbanded and
only after this governmental
structure had been disbanded
and a different one had been
installed would they even dis-
cuss much less implement
any of the other provisions of
the agreement. And there-
fore, until Oct. 8 of this year,
all of the various schemes
that were constantly being
discussed foundered on the
one root fact of the situation
that the North Vietnamese
until Oct. 8 of this year de-
manded that a political vic-
tory be handed to them as a
precondition for a discussion
of all military questions.

It was not until Oct. 8 this
year that the' North Vietna-
mese ever agreed to separate
these two aspects of the
problem, and as soon as it
was done, we moved rapidly.

Then there was the second
phase which I have de-
scribed, which included the
changes that were made be-
tween October and January
which produced this agree-
ment.
Identity of South Vietnam
Q. Earlier you.; said that

as of Dec. 16, there were var-
ious disagreements which
you then listed, and the first
one was the question of the
demilitarized zone and asso-
ciated aspects over what

identity' South ' •\$Mfafa.
should have under ih> %i£
ment Caa you elafepspffoh
this and most particularly
can you elaborate on it from
the standpoint of whether
you're referring here to Pres-
ident Thieu's objections?

A. I have made clear what
exactly was involved. We
have here several issues: one,
is there such a thing as a
South Vietnam even tempo-
rarily until unification; sec-
ondly, who is the legitimate
ruler of South Vietnam. This
is what the civil war has
been all about; thirdly, what
is the demarcation line that
separates North Vietnam
from South Vietnam,

Now we believe that the
agreement defines adequate-
ly the demarcation line. It
defines adequately what the
identity is to which we refer.
It leaves open to negotiation
among the parties the polit-
ical evolution of South Viet-
nam and therefore the defini-
tion of what ultimately will
be considered by all South
Vietnamese the legitimate
rule.

Tho President has made
clear yesterday that as fat' as
the United States is eoa-
cerned, we recognize Presi-
dent Thieu. This is a situa-
tion that hag existed in other
countries and these were the
three principal issues in-
volved, of which two have
international significance and
were settled within the agree-
ment and the third has
significance in terms of the

political evolution of South
Vietnam and that has been
left to the self-determination
of the South Vietnamese
people.

As to the question of Presi-
dent Thieu's objections and
comments, and so forth, we
said on Oct. 26 that,obvious-
ly in a war fought in South
Vietnam, in a war that has
had hundreds of thousands of
casualties of South Vietna-
mese, enormous devastation
within South Vietnam, it
stands to reason that the
views of our allies will have
to be considered. There's
nothing wrong or immoral for
them to have such views.

Second, their perception of
the risks has to be different
from our perception of the
risks. We are 12,000 miles
away. If we made a mistake
in our assessment of the situ-
ation, it will be painful. If
they made an assessment—a
mistake in the assessment of
the situation, it can be fatal,
and therefore they have had
a somewhat less flexible atti-
tude. Where we in some re-
spects have wanted to—had
at some points been content
with more ambiguous formu-
lations, they were not.

Nevertheless, it is also ob-
vious from any reader, of the
Saigon press and of their of-



fjcial .communications tbat
we did not accept all of their
comments and that we car-
ried out precisely what the
President had said and what
was said at the various press
conferences in which I pre-
sented the U.S. Government's
view, namely that we would
make the final determination
as to when the American par-
ticipation in the war should
end.

Those parts of their com-
ments that we thought were
reasonable we made our
own; those that we did not
we did not. And once we had
achieved an agreement with
the North Vietnamese that
we considered fair and just
and honorable, we presented
it with great energy and con-
viction in Saigon.

Q. You say you made some
of his points your points.
What did he get in January
that he didn't have in Oc-
tober?

A. I do not want to discuss
what he got I can only point
out what the—I pointed out
the list of objectives we set
ourselves in October and
what was achieved. I point
out the changes that were
achieved between . October
"and January. We believed
them to be substantial, and
I do not want to make a
checklist of saying which
originated in Saigon, which
originated in Washington. I
think somebody in the rear
has been very patient.

Q. Did you first feel
strength in the negotiations
as a result of the saturation
bombing?

A. The term "saturation
bombing" has certain conno-
tations. We carried out the—
what was considered to be
necessary at the time in order
to make clear that the United
States could not stand for an
indefinite delay in the nego-
tiations.

My role in the negotiations
was to present the American
point of view. I can only say
that we resumed the negotia-
tions on Jan. 8 and the
breakthrough occurred on
Jan. 9 and I will let those
facts speak for themselves.

Q. What is now the extent
and the nature of the Ameri-
can commitment to South
Vietnam?

A. The United States, as
the President said, will con-
tinue economic aid to South
Vietnam. It will continue that
military aid which is per-
mitted by the agreement. The
United States is prepared to
gear that military aid to the
actions of other countries and
not to treat it as an end in it-
self and the United States
expects all countries to. live
up to the provisions of the
agreement.

"RONALD ZIEGLER. i think
we have time for two more
questions. .
Q. You saj> that you —
MR. KISSINGER. If Ron had

real courage he wouldn't
have recognized you.

Why More Arms?
Q. The two South Viet-

namese parties, you say.
shall be permitted to make
periodic replacements of
armaments, munitions and
war materials which have
been destroyed. Why do we
have to put any more war
materials in there? Why
should they be in there, and
will these materials come
from the United States or
what countries?

A. Well let's separate two
things—what is permitted by
the agreement and what we
shall do. What is permitted
by the agreement is that mili-
tary equipment that is de-
stroyed, worn out, used up
or damaged can be replaced.
The reason for that provision
is that if for any reason the
war should start at any
level, it would be an unfair
restriction on our South Viet-
namese allies to prohibit
them from replacing their
weapons if their enemies are
able to do so. The second
question is the degree there-
fore to which these weapons
have to be replaced—will de-
pend on the degree to which
there is military activity. If
there is no military activity
in South Vietnam, then the
number of -weapons that are
destroyed, damaged or worn
out will of course be sub-
stantially less than in other
circumstances. Secondly,
what will be the United
States position?

This "depends on the over-
all situation. If there is no
military activity, if other
countries do not introduce
massive military equipment
into Vietnam, we do not con-
sider it an end in itself to
give military aid, but we be-
lieve that it would be unfair
and wrong for one country
to be armed by its allies
while the other one has no
right to do so.

Plans for Warships
Q. What is the plan for the

rather sizable United States
military force offshore in
warships off South Vietnam
and also at B-52 bases in
Thailand? Will these forces
be reduced and is there an
understanding with the North
Vietnamese that you have
not mentioned to us here that
would reduce those forces?

A. There is no restriction
on American military forces.
That is not mentioned in the
agreement. One would expect
as time goes on that the de-
ployment of our naval forces
will take account of the new
situation. As you know, we

have kept many of our forces
on station for longer than the
normal period of time, and
we have had more carriers
in the area than before. But
this is not required by the
agreement and this is simply
ar projection of what might
happen.

The same is true with re-
spect to Thailand. There are
no restrictions on our forces
in Thailand. It has always
been part of the Nixon doc-
trine that the deployment of
our forces will be related to
the degree of the dangers and
has not an abstract quality
of its own, so that as a gen-
eral rule one can say that in
the initial of the agreement
before one knows how it will
be implemented, the deploy-
ment will be more geared to
the war situation, and as
the agreement is being im-
plemented, the conditions of
peace will have a major im-
pact on it.

But this is simply a projec-
tion of our normal policy and
is not an outgrowth required
by the agreement.

Q. Thank you, gentlemen.
Thank you,

Q. Have you worked your-
self out of a job?
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i§l<J?&RIS, .Wit 24 (Reuters)—;f$!f|lf
flilpaUpn fyggi the. French, is a^njijjsg

£-wgBt$r;pl*. tH-npP!?:
_j Vietnamese 'people"for
pehdsnce and liberty has

Jed nearly 30 years. In
|icular,' the resistance in
; last 13 years with its

jfgBy trials was the most dif-
Jlflt in the history of our

Jijjple's struggle against for-
eign invasion over several
tsnturies.
>It is also the most murder-
Ops war in the history of the
Movement of national libera-
tion of the oppressed peoples
t|rqughout the world.
r 'Finally, this war has deeply
stirred the conscience of raan-
iijnd.
' 'The negotiations bstween
our Government and the (S3v*
ernment of the United Stains
of America for a peaceful
settlement of the Vietnafj&se
problem have lasted ne&rte?
five years and have jKHte
through many particuStSy
difficult and tense moments;,

But we have overcome'1$
Obstacles and we have aflslt
Reached tlie agreement:;^
ending the war and restaiB{3|£
$eace in Vietnam. * ;. ,,
/. This agreement will $g *$%
pcially signed in Paris i» ft
ffw days. • • • •' <.•••,]>:.
;i;;The. just cause triumphs

•er the evil cause. The will,
live .-in freedom triumphs

^yer cruelty.
K The conclusion of such an
Agreement represents a very
&!g victory for the Vietna-
Siese people. It is the crown-
lag of a. valiant struggle
waged in unity by the army
aifjd the people of Vietnam on
an fronts, at the price of
Countless sacrifices and pri-

' 'A Very Big Victory'
tt is a very big victory for

the fighting solidarity of the
peoples of the three countries
of Indochina who have al-
ways fought side by side
against the common enemy
for independence and liberty.
' ' It is a very great victory
for the Socialist countries,
the oppressed peoples and all
the peace-loving and justfce-
loving peoples throughout the
world, including the Ameri-
can people, _who have demon-
strated' their solidarity and
given devoted assistance to
the just struggle of our peo-

J!ain;s [̂̂ '3s®:iJtest* '̂With ife
$*®igi3M&^mv$*» At

„. harbored fay tfte
i' people and the peace-

loving peoples in the world.-.
With the return of peace;'

the struggle of the Vietna<-
mese people enters a new
period. Our people, lifting
high the banner of peace and
of national concord, is de-
cided to strictly apply the
clauses of the agreement
maintaining peace, indepen-
dence and democracy and
heading toward the peaceful
reunification of its country.

It will also have to rebuild
its war-devastated country
and consolidate and develop
its friendly relations with all
the peoples of the world, in-
cluding the American people.

' Big Tasks Lie Ahead
_'.peavy tasks still await us

fttiithis new period. But the
Vietnamese in the North'as in
the South, at home as abroad,
rich in their traditions of
if|u'ty and perseverance in
struggle, following a just pol-
8|y, strengthened by the close
liflidarity of the peoples of
mo& and Cambodia and bene-
Ifting from strong aid from
fne Socialist countries and ail
IS»e peace-loving countries of
|he world, will be able to
Smooth out all difficulties and
victoriously accomplish their
tasks.

At a time when peace is
dawning on our country, in
the name of the Government
and people of Vietnam we
wish to address our warm
thanks to the Socialist coun-
tries, to the governments of
many countries and to the
peoples of the entire world
for the sympathy they have
shown toward the just strug-
gle of the Vietnamese peo-
ple and for the active help
given in all fields.

In the past years, how
many fighters for peace in
many countries have known
repression and prison, and
certainly even sacrificed their
lives in the fight they carried
out to support the resistance
of the Vietnamese people?
These noble internationalist
feelings and these sublime
sacrifices occupy forever a
place in our hearts.

The signature of the
"Agreement for the Cessa-
tion of War and the 'Re-
establishment of Peace ia
.Vietnam" is only a first vie-

because tbe,,taijk of
' ' the

and. heading toward reuni-
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jfa&As regards ths ii
tional conference and-!
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different
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A. There is one agreement
and four protocols—all the
documents which have just
been distributed to the press
— and these are complete
documents covering every-
thing which was negotiated
between the two sides.

'What.Will Happen?*
Q. You said earlier that the

agreement would be initialed
by the P.R.C. as a govern-
ment. President Thieu as well
as Mr. Tran Van Lam said
yesterday that they would re-
fuse to sign a document on
which they found the signa-
ture of the P.R.G. as a gov-
ernment. What will happen
exactly?

A. The situation in South
Vietnam can be characterized
in the following manner:
There is the existence of two
administrations, two armies,
two controlled zones and
three political forces. No one
can deny this truth. Those
who .deny this truth pass
themselves off as blind men.
Anyway this truth is well re-
flected by the agreement
which will be signed between
the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam
and the United States and in
ihp document which will be
signed by the four sides at
the Paris conference, by the
four foreign affairs ministers,
on January 27.

Q. Last night President
Nixon said the United States
continued to admit the Sai-
gon Government as the only
true Government of South
Vietnam. Does the Govern-
ment of the DRVN agree with
this point of view and if not
what will it do?

A. As I answered earlier,
the situation in Vietnam is
characterized by the exist-
ence of two administrations,
of two armies, of two differ-
ently controlled zones and of
three public forces, and this
idea is well reflected in the
clauses of the agreement and
in the course of the negotia-
tions.

You can refer back to the
document, the document
signed by the two sides, the
document signed by the four
sides, that is, by the DRVN.
the Provisional Revolutionary
Government, the Government
of the United States, the
Government of the Republic
of Vietnam, and you will see
that this idea is well repre-
sented in this agreement.

This idea comes out well
in the first paragraph of the
agreement on the end of the
war and in Article 23 of the
agreement signed by the
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam and the United States
of America, the bipartite
'agreement.

And, besides, you will
have the chance of attend-
ing in a few days the official
signature of the agreement
by the four foreign ministers
and naturally this will be an
event which will concretize
this situation existing in
South Vietnam.

On Hanoi's Troops
Q. (in english, on the

status of North Vietnamese
troops in South Vietnam.)

A. [translated into Eng-
lish by interpreter.] Regard-
ing the question of the so-
called North Vietnamese
forces in South Vietnam, we
have been discussing this
question for over five years
now, and during the scores
of private meetings between
Dr. Kissinger, Minister Thuy
and myself v/e repeatedly
discussed this question.
'' We have completely re-
jected the allegation about
the so-called North Vietnam-
ese forces in South Vietnam.
We have completely rejected
this question because, po-
litically speaking, as well as
legally speaking, this allega-
tion has no point—is point-
less.

And finally, the United
States side dropped com-
pletely this proposal of
theirs. Therefore, in the
agreement you can find no
word, not a single word im-
plying the presence of the
so-called 'North Vietnamese
troops.

Q. The negotiations have
been held in France. What
do you think of the role of
France?

A. The negotiations have
lasted for nearly five years
and during this period of
time I can say that the French
Government has made an ap-
preciable contribution.

Reunification Situation
Q. (in English, on whether

the reunification situation in
Vietnam could be compared
with that in Germany or
Korea.)

A. [translated by interpre-
ter into English.] The condi-
tions in Vietnam are quite
different from those in Korea
and Germany.

Moreover, the 1954 Geneva
agreement recognized the in-
dependence, the sovereignty,
the unity and territorial in.-
tegrity of Vietnam and stipu-
lated that the 17th Parallel is
only a provisional military
demarcation line.

It can in no way be inter-
preted as a political or terri-
torial boundary.

Moreover, the Geneva agree-
ment of 1954 provided that
general elections should be,
would be, organized with a
view to reunifying the coun-
try;

But these provisions have1

not .been implemented over
the past years.

As to the historical causes
of this nonimplementation of
the general agreement which
we repeatedly expounded to
you, I think it is unneces-
sary to repeat here.

Now .in the current agree-
ment, there is an explicit pro-
vision that the United States,

as are otner countries, should
respect the independence,
sovereignty, the unity and
the territorial integrity of
Vietnam.

The current agreement also
stipulates that the 17th Par-
allel is only a provisional mil-
itary demarcation line. It is
not a political or territorial
boundary.

Therefore, it is also stipu-
lated in the agreement that
the two zones of Vietnam
should consult each other as
soon as possible to reunify
the country.

Therefore, undoubtedly our
people, the Vietnamese peo-
ple, will advance to the re-
unification of the country.
This is the necessary ad-
vance of history. No force
can prevent this advance.
Moreover, in the agreement
there are explicit provisions
in this connection.

On Elections in South
Q. [in English.] Despite

your hopes, do you really be-
lieve that the Thieu Govern-
ment will allow free and
democratic elections in the
South. Can the Thieu regime
allow the possibility of a
Communist Government? .

A. [translated by inter-
preter into English.] Undoubt-
edly, as I said, the Vietnam-
ese people will advance , to
reunification of the country.
But under what regime the
country will be reunited—it
depends on the decision of
the people in North and South
Vietnam.

Q. [on possibility of dis-
agreement between Saigon
and the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government in con-
sultations on .setting up
National Council of Recon-
ciliation and Concord.)
. A. We are firmly convinced
that the will for peace, rec-
onciliation and national con-
cord will triumph in South
Vietnam. This is why, if
there are difficulties, it will
always be possible to settle
the question of forming a
National Council of Recon-
ciliation and Concord.

Q. If, as you have just
said, the agreement which
you have signed and the De-
cember agreement are more
or less the same, then why
the breakdown in December
and why the American
bombings?

A. It must bg said H$g.-$[
the time, the uegbtisttSdM
were in 'the'process of dfevel-"
oping and I had returned
home to report to my Gov-
ernment. The first waves of
bombings took place a few
hours after my arrival in
Hanoi.

And it must be said that
these bombings failed com-
pletely.

As regards the reaction in
the world from the peoples,
the organizations, the gov-
ernments, I believe that you
journalists were certainly
av/are of this reaction.

And naturally these bomb-
ings in no way helped the
negotiations. On the con-
trary, they contributed to
delay the negotiations. Be-
sides, I already had the
ooportuntty of discussing
this subject with you tha
last time.

But in the end, our side
and the American side
reached agreement. It is a
very great victory for our
people.

Vietnamese-American Ties
Q. (on future relations be-

tween the United States and
North Vietnam and on the
October draft agreement.)
' A. On this subject, Article
22 states that the cessation
of the war,, the re-establish-
ment of peace in Vietnam as
well as the strict application
of the present accord will
create conditions for the es-
tablishment between the
Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam and the United States of
new relations of equality and
mutual advantage on the
basis of mutual respect, in-
dependence, sovereignty and
reciprocal noninterference in
the internal affairs of each
country.

As far as the draft project
of October is concerned, we
have already given extracts
of its main points.

Q. What will be the fate of
Saigon's political prisoners?.

A. The fate of Saigon's
political prisoners is clearly
dealt with in Article 8<c) of
the agreement It is certain



gfykt' the sides should free all
political prisoners.

Q. Could you indicate the
.»_,». «nnt>.niicH v,tr tVi/> Caizones controUed by the Sai-

I^r G nH ThP n,fmhPr n?P.R.G and the number of
residents in them?

A. When the cease-fire be-
comes effective, there will

Signing by the Parties
whether meetings

South Vietnamese
sides will be based on equal-
ity of the two sides and on
the procedure for signing the
agreement and protocols.)

A. The two South Vietnam-
ese sides will meet on a basis
of equality, of mutual respect

A. (translated into English
by interpreter.] They have
accepted to be members of
the I.C.C., and the commis-
sion begins operating immedi-
ately after the cease-fire
comes into effect.

Q. Have Canada, Poland,
Hungary and Indonesia agreed
to participate in that corn-

r

controlled by the two parties.
Q. What is the number of

inhabitants of the zones?
A. It is difficult to estab-

lish the population in one
zone or the other now. There
will have to be a control
after the cease-fire.

Naturally, one must beware
of hazardous forecasts, for
example, that such and such
a population in such and such
a zone follows such and such
party, etc. It is difficult to
evaluate the exact figure of
the population behind such
and -such a party in a me-
chanical fashion.
U.S. Aid for Reconstruction

Q. Can you tell us cate-
gorically if there are any ad-
ditional secret understand-
ings or agreements in addi-
tion to the published accords
and protocols, and if the an-
swer is yes, can you tell us
what general subjects might
be covered by • these, addi-
tional agreements?

A. (translated into English
by • interpreter.) The answer
to this question has been
given.

Q. (on what specific agree-
ments have been reached
concerning the amount and
form of United States aid for
the reconstruction of Viet-
nam.)

A. (translated into English
by interpreter.) The question
has been discussed with the
U.S. side and it will continue
to be discussed with the U.S.
side. The United States can-
not avoid responsibility for
contributing to the healing of
the war wounds after so
many years of war.

Q. Where will the South
Vietnamese parties meet, in
Paris or in South Vietnam it-
self? And, secondly, what
provisions have been made
for bringing about a cease-
fire in Laos and Cambodia?

A. After the cease-fire
comes into effect, the two
sides of Vietnamese parties
will meet to discuss procedu-
ral questions and to deter-
mine the place of their next
meeting. The negotiations be-
tween the D.R.V. and the UtS.
deal with the question of
peace in Vietnam.

As to the question of peace
in Laos and Cambodia, it falls
within the competence and
the sovereignty of the peoples
of Laps and Cambodia. As to
the international guarantee
conference, its aim is to
guarantee peace in Vietnam
and not for Indochina.

A. [translated into Englishtion.

eign affairs w , i , B , B . , u » of ^ talks jn Qctob^ bej
sement and three proto- due to controversy Ov6r y*
;, and the two sides-the number Ol membm of thejtof

Democratic Republic of Viet- ternational Control comnH
nam and the United States of • •>
America—will sign four pro- ''
tocols, the fourth protocol difficulties are concerne^
being a protocol which con- there were severa, reaso-^
£?m,SM i % • not on'y the reason concern-DRVN only since it is a . ^ International Cora-
protocol dealing with mine- mfssion.Concerning the num.
sweeping in North Vietnam. ber of personnel of the ]nter.

QV,(°" ,6 as1"66™6"1 °n national Commission, we haveNational Council of Re- arrived at an ag^emcnt_.
niliatinn anri PnnrnrH \ . .-,_ fci\->-i»iv-iii. y

Vietcong in the South
Q. (on contacts between?

conciliation and Concord.)
A. In the end, we reached

an agreement not to use the
term "structure of power"
or "administrative structure" Vielcong and Saigon.)
but to call it directly the Na- A. At present, Madame
ional Council of Reconcilia- Binh is in Paris. Naturally we
tion and National Concord, await the signature by the
for the importance of the four foreign ministers. Nat-
body lies in its way of pro- urally after the re-establish-
ceeding in its work. The ment of peace, the parties
council has three equal com- will enter Into consultation
ponents; therefore the una- and there will not be any dif-
nimity principle is indis- ficulties about movement,
pensable so as not to allow Q. Has the Provisional
one party to eliminate or Revolutionary Government
bring pressure to bear on established a capital in South
another party; therefore, the Vietnam?
principle does not at all A. (translated into Eng-
weaken the power of this lish by interpreter.) After the
council. On the contrary, this restoration of peace, ' of
principle responds to the course the P.R.G. will have
very nature of the council, its government machinery

The 60-Day Period »J ^Sh™ i^am* %
Q. (concerns the immedi- will know about that. The

ate events expected to take reason why we cannot tell
place in Vietnam within 60 you the location of the P.R.G.
days.) before is because if it is

A. [translated into English known then the U.S. will,
by interpreter.] The 60-day bomb it.
period is determined for the Q. How many U.S. mill-
complete withdrawal from tary personnel will be based
South Vietnam of United in North Vietnam to super-
States forces and of those vise the mining operations Jn
countries allied with the the rivers and estuaries? , • .
United States. This is also A. (translated into Eng-
the trial period for the dis- lish by interpreter.) We have
mantling of U.S. military come to an agreement on the
bases in South Vietnam, and removal of mines. The U.S.
this is also the trial period will play the principal role
for the total release of cap- in this removal of mines and
tured military personnel of we are now discussing such
the parties. All these things questions with the United
can be done within 60 days. States.

Q. (on the'third force.)
A. The two South Viet-

namese parties will start con-
sultation to fix the compo-
sition of the National Council
of Concord.

Q. Have the four countries
of the International Control
Commission agreed to par-
ticipate?

Q. How many
based in North Vietnam?

A. (translated into
lish by interpreter.) We have
not decided on that question.
This question, technical quesf
tions, are being discussed
now. But in any case, there
will be a number of Ameri
icans admitted to cooperate
with us on the removal of
the mines. • • , •

Mr. Tho: Thank you to you
all. During our long resist-
ance and during the long
years of negotiations oun
journalist friends have close:1
ly followed^the situation, and
I can say you have contrib/
uted in part to the re-estab-
lishment of peace in Vietnam.

In the name of the Govern-
ment and the people of Viet-
nam, I wish to thank you.
I have accomplished my task
and I will be returning very
soon to my country. I wish
to take the opportunity to
say goodbye andvthank yovh
and since the Vietnamese ^ct
is close, I wish, you a goftd
Vietnamese New Year. ~.t
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Following, in unofficiai
translation, are excerpts pom
President Nguyen Van Thteu's
radio, epe&cft in 'Saigon yes-
terday on tha cease-fire agree-
ment. The excerpts appeared
in late editions- of The New
York Times yesterday and are
being reprinted :to complete
the .documentary .record of
the KetRam peace agreement.
•• To all my cojbpatriots, sol-
diers and Government cadres:

You jirobably refnember on .
Oct.:'24 I talked to you for
about two hours .regarding
the signing of & peace in
Vietnsan. today my talk wfll
•deal' with the same • thing.
•My talk goes to all of you
—to our religious, political
aod social leaders, to our
soldiers, our police, to all the
people in the villages, our
civil servants ancl veterans.

After three months of
negotiating between the
United States and Hanoi, and
after much bombing we
finally have results today.

Today, Jan. 24, 1973,
an' agreement oi) peace for
Vietnam has been reviewed
for the last time and will Be
officially signed between all
parties participating in- the
Paris peace talks on Vietnam
on Jan. 27 and a cease-

ill; $pme .
' '

After IS years of savage
fighting the Communists have
been forced to stop the.con-
flict because . they cannot
beat us by force or by vlot '.
jence. t '•' . ' ! - , , ,

Our people have truly def«"
stroyed the • Comfliuaist-
troops that Have come from
the North and we have vali-
antly fought the forces that .

.are in.the South. ,. ^'.,
Vietnam will remain two'

zones and wjll be reunified'
. through 'peaceful means. The
Communists have been forced
to recognized ttyo Vietnam '

North Vietnam will respect
the sovereignty and inde*'

,pendence of South Vietnam,
Up to now the Communists
have'not been successful in.
carrying'out their'plans and,
have been forced to recog-
nize that in the South there
is one legal, government (and,
that is the legal Government
of South Vietnam. .

There wil!. hot be a two/
part government in South .
Vietnam. 'The Communists...,',
have failed to win their de-
mands for neutralism in the
Communist .wajf and to over-
throw the President of Viet-
nam and abolish the legal in-
stitutions, of. Vietnam. .

The Communists . have •
failed and will fail in their"
demand to 'disband the Viet-
namese Army and pul! down .
the structure 'of Government
in Vietnam^ They have failed

• and will fail to make the
South Vietnamese people, ac-
cept a coalition government
in South Vietnam.

The Communists demanded
that we. recognize the .pjfc. •
visional Rwoluiiionary Gov-..
eminent of South Vietnam.'
But they have failed in .this
respect and no. longer pursue
this demand because they1

know we will never accept
two governments in .South
Vietnam.

In South Vietnam there is.
only one1 legal government^
established and elected b^A;
the people of Sputji Vie|thani*4
The. Comrnunists have beeife
made to'recognize the sove'r^
eignty of South-Vietnam and
that the 'Southi, Vietnamese
people will decide their own
fate by elections, and through
negotiations'.with the Liber-
ation Front. ;\ ."•

As long: as tijiere are for-
eign troops in South Vietnam
the sovereignty- .and inde-
pendence 'of South Vietnam
cannot be respected.

All these, things which the
Communistis have, been made
to respect aYe in the cease-
fire agreement.,;' ,,,

In regard to,the participa-
tion of rnembers or the .Na-,

Front'

negotiate^ feetween |he. South \
Vietnamese' Governtqept and
the Front. .^, ;'. ; , • ' .
:,Thr signing of the agree-,
ment.means .the, beginning of
peace, ,But it 'tfoes.flQt mean-'
peace, '. • •''.'. '..:',"-?. '-•; ,.•,-.

K is not that we1 are^ overly
suspicions. It is because we-
have had plenty of." esî ri-
ehce.with the Coipmunists.
in this' regard ahd, ws,;don't
place top .much feuatJlH their
signature,." - ' • , . : '.':-,•.-,. t ,r ' ; •• .:'' Even af .there $ feragrcs*
aieait bstwsen tti :̂ Soafli
Vietnameas Govetimient' and
the National Libera|i&? Front
it''remaiiis to«b"4,^|e'n• a?-.the
Front will -cajriry out the
tera$ of.,fee agreeine^; , ,•

If in election' is.,agreed on
by thes Republic.of, Vietnam
Gtfyemment an.4;the Libera-
tion Front, it remains to -be
seen whether the Front will
accept the resuli of the elecr.
tion. • . . . . " '"...'. , . . - . . f - . - .

• Although I cannot guar-
antee there will be a £n?e
peace in Vietnam^ I shall see
to it that peace will come.

This is only the beginning
of the end of the Communist
aggression by force. Another

• phase will now come and it
is going to be a political
phase. This political struggle
i's inevitable, i. - • - -
«The political', struggls

phase, although not as
bloody, will be as tough and
dangerous as Jiie military
.struggle phase.',-. ": ;, - ,
./If South Vietnam. stiU" ex-
ists after 17 long years .of
hard struggle then South Viet-
nam .will not be .Joijt to the,

As. long a's th^..i7 mHlioa
people of South ;V|e;£nan3;'̂ s
long as 'tiie QoverRmeat, as
.long as the Cbnetltuiioa, and
as long .as Oiev

:-peopte- .aad
cadres remain,..ths& the .Re-
public of Vietnam, will sur-
•VIVB. • -' •.;. ' r'Vi • ' ' • • ' - • "•

We are determined to st^p
.wte îS5?ja«3 f̂eiSaA,*e

'gJnly


