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My dear Bill, -

Before Bill ‘aylor went on leave he
in a cable that we give some thought as to whether a letter should not
go from the Secretary-leneral or Mr. de Er
of the Interastional Committee of the Red Cross when they wound wp
their prograsme in Husgary this month,

ithen the operatious have been complebed I an sure the Secretary-

for an exthange of lstiers.
Mr, Bolesior 45 giving a lunch today for the Secretary-Gemeral.

You may wish %o memtion thislzo the people in DI'I preparing ih-
text of an articls on fungarian Relief as Bill mentiomed that they
would probably like to have the Secretary~Genexal's letter publisghed.

Youre sincerely,

*{,0, that there will not be a letter

lalph Townley
Gpectal Assistant
to the Uader-Secretary
for Leounomic and Soecial Affairs

Mr, LEGHARD
Department of sonenie
and Social Affairs
United Nations

NEW YORK es. 2 for Mr., Taylor

(to await arrival)
1 for lir. P, Leake
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Gendve, le 28 décembre 1956.

Ménsieur le Secrétaire Général,

En exécution de 1l'accord intervenu le 4 décembre 1956
entre 1'Organisation des Nations Unies et le Comité international
de la Croix-Rouge, j'ai 1l'honneur de vous communiquer sous ce pli
un mémorandum concernant 1l'action de secours en faveur de la

population hongroise.

Comme vous le verrez, le Comité international se trouve
en présence d'une tlche considérable. L'annonce, rendue publique,
de 1'aide qui serait apportée par les Nations Unies en faveur des
victimes des événements de Hongrie, et spécialement de celles qui
se trouvent & Budapest, a soulevé de grands espoirs. Tout concours
a démontrer que le moment est venu d'entrer aussitdt que possible
dans la voie des réalisations, afin que, non seulement les quelques
catégories de personnes nécessiteuses bénéficiaires des actions en
cours, mais la population de Budapest dans son ensemble puisse
recevoir les secours que les eirconstances, et spécialement
1'approche des grands froids, rendent impérieusement nécessaires,

C'est la raison pour laquelle je vous serais extrémement
obligé des dispositions que vous voudrez bien prendre en vue de

Son Excellence

Monsieur Dag Hammarskjoeld
Secrétaire Général des Nations Unies
Organisation des Netions Unies

NEW YORK
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faire & nouveau appel, en faveur de la Hongrie, & la générosité
des Gouvernements, Je reste, bien entendu, tout disposé & vous
fournir le complément de renseignements qui vous paraltrait

rd
necessaire,

Je vous prie d'agréer, Monsieur le Secrétaire Général,

l'assurance”de ma haute considération,

Léopold BOISSIER
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Memorandum on Rel ief Action for Hungary

1, In pursuance of its traditional activities, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, which already organized relief shipments,
specially of medicaments, during the first days of disturbances in
Hungary, started major relief programmes towards the end of November
and beginning pf"December. An outline of these traditional relief
activities has been given in a letter dated 7 December 1956 to the
Deputy-Director of the European Office of the United Nations.

24 The ICRD, with the aid and support of National Societies of
the Red Cross and other voluntary agencies, is planning to continue its
relief activities during the entire winter months. Supplies from Red
Cross sources and from governmental sources, such as the United States,
Western Germany and France, should permit for these limited traditional
relief programmes to be carried on until the end of April 1957. An
allocation recently made by the UNICEF Executive Board will further
permit an extension of activities as far as relief to children is
concerned until July 1957. On the other hand, a number of important
items, even for the limited traditional programmes, are not yet
sufficiently available to guarantee the programmes until the new harvest.
A 1list of these items will be found in Annex I, Further, it must be
emphasized that the ppogrammes presently planned may have to be greatly
extended if, as a result of the lack of energy and coal, the situation
in Hungary should further deteriorate and large unemployment should
occur. In such a case, evenf the traditional programmes would have to
be enlarged, and supplies for these programmes would have to be obtained
from governmental sources in order to augment the limited resources of
the Red Cross societies and other voluntary agencies. The traditional
programmes consist mainly of distribution of standard parcels, child
feeding programmes, milk programmes, distribution of clothing and
blankets, and import of some basic medical supplies for certain specified
categories of need, ambulances and hospital supplies,
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3. The general situation in Hungary, on the other hand, is such
that it has become clear that traditional activities along the lines

‘mentioned above will be insufficient to provide the necessary aid to

the Hungarian population, since reserves of basic food supplies are

at a dangerous low level. A programme for general emergency relief is

most urgently needed. This programme is intended tocover some of the
basic needs in food, coal and cattle fodder as from 15 January to

15 July.

be The ICRC Delegation in Budapest has made a study, in cooperation
with ‘the Hungarian Red Cross and the Ministry for Supplies, to establish
the minimum needs for this basic programme of general emergency relief
for the period of 6 months indicated above. In view of the difficult
circumstances which existed in Hungary at the time this study was made,
the information given could not be of absolute precision and accuracy.
The programme includes minimum requirements in 3 main categories of
needs, namely coal, bread grains and cattle fodder. As voluntary sources
will be fully utilized for the traditional relief action, the resources

" for such items can only come from government sources.

5. In view of the resolution 399 of the General Assembly and of
the subsequent temporary agreement between the United Nations and the
ICRC, it is hoped that the United Nations will agree to use its offices
to make an appeal to governments to provide these basic general relief
items, concerning which necessary data are given in Amnex II to this

memorandum,

6. The ICRC has prepared a plan whereby this general relief can

be distributed in Hungary under the supervision and control of its
Delwgation, and whereby assurances would be obtained that these supplies
reach the people of Hungary. Moreover assurances have been received

and control system planned that none of the items which would be imported
for general relief would be exported by the Hungarian Govermment during
the period of the relief action. Whilst the ICRC has in principle

agreed to carry on this programme and to assume the responsibility for it,
it is at present unable to enact it on any large scale since the means,
which must come from government sources, are not yet at its disposal.
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Action has already been taken on a limited scale for a general emergency
relief programme. This covers so far small quantities of coal and flour.

T, The programme to reach the population at large with such basic
items as those mentioned above, and which was worked out by the ICRC

in agreement with the Hungarian Red Cross and the Ministry of Supplies,
foresees that products such as bread grains would be distributed through
the normal economic channels, namely mills and bakeries, and would be
sold to the population at the basic trade rate. For coal, it is foreseen
that relief coal would be sold to the coal distribution agents in Budapest
under an agreement stipulating that this coal would be exclusively used
for hospitals and social institutions such as schools, universities, ete.
As for cattle fodder, the quantities which would be available under the
general relief programme would be sold through certain specified co-
operatives to be used in specially designated areas of the country. In
each case the products would be sold at the basic world average prices
and paid for at official clearing rates established by the National Bank
of Hungary. These funds would be put into a special account of the
Hungarian Red Cross and would be used in turn with the agreement of the
ICRC to provide financial relief to the needing population, to cover
administrative costs of the relief programme, and would ultimately serve
as reconstruction funds for hospitals and social institutions.

8. As a basis for the general relief programme, the following
figures will be a guidance:

Coal - The Hungarian authorities estimate the total loss as a
result of the recent events and the corresponding deficit in coal, for
a 6 months' period, will amount to 4 million tons. Certain guantities
of coal are now being imported from neighbouring countries, either under
existing trade agreements or as government gifts. Nevertheless, including
all the present promised supplies and reducing the need to a minimum for
just social institutions, 260,000 additional tons of coal will be
required for the winter months under the general emergency relief
programme. |

Bread graing - The need has been estimated at 250,000 tons.

This need is already based on a considerable reduction of the present
bread consumption. Some quantities of bread grains will again be furnished
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by neighbouring countries, but even after these are supplied, a need
for an additional 150,000 tone is mentioned as a minimum to provide this
basic food until the new harvest.

- T——e—eaE—

_ Cattle fodder - The total quantities which will be needed

| amount to 900,000 tons. Again neighbouring countries are at present
imperting considerable quantities of this cattle fodder, but even in
counting these imports from neighbouring countries, a shortage of
200,000 tongs is proposed under the general emergency relief programme
: until the new Harvest, to be composed mostly of corn and barley.

9. ™ The reasons for these needs are as follows:

Coal - Total stand-still of all coal production and of all
imports into Hungary during one month, Very limited production and very
limited imports during November and Ddcember. The quantities requested
from the ICRC would be used exclusively for provision of heat to social
institutions, hospitals, schools, universities, etec.

Agricultural products - As far as agricultural products are
concerned, Hungary has always imported certain quantities of cattle fodder,
but due to the very limited means available for transport during the
last 2% months, these basic imports were not made. In addition, the
harvest in 1956 provided about 30% less of cattle fodder than the average
annual production, namely as a result of spring drought.

Bread graing - The same applies to bread grains.

10. The programme of general relief whkech is hereby indicated is
not intended to solve the basic economie difficulties which will be the
results of the recent events in Hungary, but are specifically relief
programmes intended for making available to the Hungarian population the
items without which the greatest hardship would be imposed on a large
part of the population during the forthcoming months. Thus this basic
relief programme is not to be considered as part of reconstruction or
economic recovery, this being outside the province of the ICRC.

11, The funds to enable the ICRC to carry on this general relief
#*
¥ Annex I programme are estimated to amount to at least 30 million dollars for
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the products. This does not take into account the traditional relief
activities referred to in the first part of this memorandum*, which are
estimated to an approximate amount of 14 million dollars (from the
first of May until the 15th of July).

124 Finally, to enable the ICRC to carry out its traditional relief
activities, as well as the general emergency relief programme, the ICRC
must be put in g position to cover its administrative costs. They are
estimated to.aﬁount to about 10-12% of the sums mentioned for the relief
programmes. It is important to note that governmments should be aware

of the fact that provisions for administrative costs of the size
indicated above should be made.

Geneva, 29 December 1956,



Annex I

RELIEF ACTIONS

of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva a
l

|

Foodstuffs and basic commodities needed for the period
from May 1 to July 15, 1957

Commodity tit Estimated price Total estimate in Sources other than the United Nations
per kg Swiss franes approached by the ICRC

Tinned meat 790 to. 4.50 3.555.000 National Societies of the Red Cross

Fats 350 to. 3.50 1.239.000

Cereals (rice, food 1.035 to. =.70 724,500 International Union for Child Welfare
pastes, oats, barley Caritas
pulses

Sugar 420 to. =-.90 378.000

Flour 1.275 to. =45 573.750 Government s:

United States of imerica
Federal Republic of Germany

Soap 60 to, 1.50 90.000 France (Comité Interministériel de
coordination de secours aux Sinistrés)

6.613.350

NB.: If there is a worsening in the situation (strikes, mines and factories
out of action, unemployment etc.) these figures will have to be
considerably increased.

Flour: If general relief covers all needs, this item may be deleted.
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Annex 2
ARNeX < 5
=
Emergency General Relief . éh
for the period from January 1 to 15 July 1957 - ;’
' e
. ' 2!
Commodity Probable Aid requested Estimated cost Qu_gﬁi;bxv : Sources other than the '-Ei
deficiency in Swiss francs available or United Nations approached '
anticipated by by the ICRC '
ICRC - il
00&1 41000.000 2&.000 18.000.000.—/ m— none §
20l0w.0001- 4:
Fodder %
barley oats 900.000 200.000 62.,000.000,-/ - none =
cattle cake 65.000,000,= w#
maize 2
Ifi;'
Bread wheat ' 250,000 150,000 50,000.000,-/ — none *'%::;
53.000,000,~- :

In addition to these quantities of coal and primary commodities,
any other govermmental contribution of basic products would of
course also te welcome (coffee, tea, cacao, sugar, rice or
other cereals and fruits).
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Geneva, 28 December 1956

hm,

In purduance of the agreement concluded on 4 December 1956 between the
United Nations end the International Committee of the Red Cross, I have the
mumwu-mmmmmm_

umquuquemmm“mumnﬁ.mm
umemmﬂamuumm
to furnish to the victime of eventa in Hungary, and especially those in Budapest,
has encouraged great hopes. Everything indicates that the time has come for
action to be taken s rapidly as possible so that not merely the few categories
of needy persons vho are bemefiting from cwrrent relief activities, but the
population of Budapest as a whole may receive the assistance which circumstances,
and particularly the approach of very cold veather, make imperative.

I should accordingly be most grateful if you could take steps to make a
further appeal to the genercsity of Governments on behalf of Hungary. I am,
of course, entirely at your disposal for any additional information which you
-r_m.

I have the honour to be ete.

His

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General of the United Nations
Hev York




UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Mr. K.W. Taylor ' pate: _4 January

Office for Relief to the Hungarian People

THROUGH:

FiLE no. 80536 ConTidential

£0 5313

FRoM:, “ S5, Kiernik | D
Deputy Chief, Treaty Section o i
Office of Legal Affairs
SUBJECT: Agreement between the United Natiofis and the International
) Committee of the Red Cross regarding aid to the Hungarian people

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum of 14 December
1956 transmitting for deposit with the Treaty Section the following documents

embodying,an Agreement concluded between the United Nations and the Intermational

Cormittee of the Red Cross regarding aid to the Hungarian people:

1) a certified copy of the letter of 4 December 1956 addressed

2)

3)

on behalf of the Secretary-General by Mr. Georges Palthey to
the President of the International Committee of the Ked Cross;

the original and two certified copies of the letter of 4 December
1956 addressed to the Secretary-General by the President of the
International Committee of the Red Cross;

one certified copy each of the interpretative letters of
L December 1956 exchanged between Mr. Georges Falthey and
the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross,

£

._.../'(I{ A
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tting for deposit with the Treaty thuronuh;ml
Cormittee df the Red Cross regarding aid to the Hungarian people:

1) l.&bﬂiﬂﬁdtﬁlﬁtﬂdbmnﬂﬂﬁpﬂ

on behalf of the Seeretary-General by Mr, Palthey to
the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross;
of

2) the original and two certified copies of the letter of 4 December
1956 addressed to the Secretary-Gemeral by the President of the
International Committee of the Red Cross;

3) one eertified copy each of the interpretative letters of
L December 1956 exchanged between Mr. Georges ralthey and -
the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross,












Daté: 17 November 1956

From: Mr. Boissier, President, International Committee of the
“+ Red Cross /

ot . Mr. De Seymes, United Nations, New York

With refereace to your telegram 5287 ve are commmicating text of
agreement concluded between International Committee of the Red Cross and
Hungarian Red Cross:

"The Executive Committee of the Hungarian Red Cross, represented
by Dr. Georges Killemer, Executive Director of the Hungarian Red Cross,
and Professor Tibor Nonay, member of the Executive Cammittee of the
Hungarian Red Cross, and the International Committee of the Red Crose,
Geneva, represented by Mr. Roger Gallopin, Executive Director, meeting
at Vienna on 16 November 1956, agreed as follows: (1) The International
Camittee of the Red Cross shall take control of the distribution in
Humgary of ald for the people of Hungary provided or to be provided by
the national Red Crose Societies, either directly or through the League
of Red Cross Societies. (2) The International Committee of the Red Cross
shall also take over control of the distribution of gifts for the people
of Hungary supplied or to be supplied by Governments or private
organizations, either directly or through the Secretary-General of the
United Nations scting in agreement with the Hungarian Govermment.

(3) The atstribution of these gifts through the neutral agency of the
International Committee of the Red Cross will be made according to the
basic principles guiding its activities, i.e. strict impartiality and
absence of any discrimination except that based on the needs of the
persons to be helped. (4) For this purpose the International Comuittee
of the Red Cross will set up, in agreement with the Hungmrian Red Cross,
various assistance programses which will be carried out progressively
according to the urgency of the needs and the assistance available.

[oes
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wounded of all descriptions, to young children, pregnant wamen, old
pecple and invalids. (5) Every facility will be granted to the

International Committee of the Red Cross to emable it Limediately to

Wmmamwaumm

(a) launch in agreement with Hungarisn Red Cross assistance programmes
mm,,h)mmumumnm
set up by the International Committee of the Red Cross in the prineipal
distripution centres, (¢) arrange for the transport of stocks to or firom
these stores, (d) assist in the actual distribution of the goods and report
to the International Committee of the Red Cross at Geneva on these
distributions for the information of the donors.

The persomnel, prinecipally of Sviss nationality, will be placed under
the authority of a chief delegate, stationed at Budapest and acting in close
co-operation with the representatives appointed by the Hungarian Red Cross
for that purpose. (6) In order that the purely humanitarian action of the
International Committee of the Red Cross may be carried out efficiently,
the Hungarian Red Cross and Govermment will ensure that the delegation of
the International Committee of the Red Cross in Hungary is helped and
protected in its work by all civil and military authorities. (7) The
general provisions of the present agreement shall be supplemented by a
plan of technical operation drmwn up jointly by the representatives of
the Hungarian Red Cross and the Chief of the International Committee of
the Red Cross at Budapest. (8) The sole object of the present agreement
is the distribution of assistance to the Hungarian population; 1t shall
not be interpreted as limiting the other humanitarian activities which
the Intemational Comulttee of the Red Cross may be called upon to
exercise in Hungary in accordance with the Statutes of the International
Red Cross and the provisions of the Geneva Convention,”

- - -
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(UNQUOTE SFCP TO THE ABOVE LETTER BOISSIER WILL REPLY AS FOLLOWS QUOTE)
(To the Secretary-General)
Sir, the Intermational Committee has received your letter of
4 December 1956 concerning United Hations emergency relief to the
Hungarien peocple and the proposals
Page 7
for co-cperation by our Organization.
I em happy to inform you that the International Committee,
which is already engaged in the dispatch and distribution of Red Cross
supplies in Hungary, agrees to undertake the distribution of United Naticns
ald as well,
Page 8
in accordance with the conditions set forth in your letter, namely:
(T™is will be followed by quotation paregraphs one through twelve of letter
of Beggen in English and not in French Stop. Concluding paragraph will be
as followe:) ' |
"Allow me to express my satisfaction at the agreement concluded

I.'.




Page 9 -_- '
between the United Hations and the Intermational Committee of the

Red Cross, and accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest considerations
” ) President, of the Intermetional Committee
_ of the Red Cross,"
(0n thé seme day, 4 December, Boissier
Page 10
will send to Palthey following letter:)

"Sir, I'have the honour to refer to the correspondence exchanged
today between the United Nations and the Internationsl Committee of the
Red Cross concerning emergency aid to the pecple of Hungary.

Page 11 Ia nfirgl

In confirming this agreement, I think it may be useful to specify
that we take the words “"such supplies as may be furnished by the
United Nations” in paragraph 2 - as no doubt you do alsoc - to mean
not supplies in generel but the type of supplies

Page 12
urgently needed by the recipients of the relief,

In the event of cne of the specialized agencies of the United Hations
carrying out assistance programmes in accordance with its terws of
reference, as provided in paregreph 7, we feel that it would be advisable

Page 15
to establish liaiscon between such agency and ocur Organization for the
purpose of co-ordinating our respective activities and aveiding @verlapping.

The wmethod of defraying the administrative and cperational costs
of the Internationsl Committee of the Red Cross, as described in
paragrephs 6 and 9, will be determined by

Page 14 .
agreement between the United Hations and the International Comuittee of

We note that you prvpose to inform the Hungarian Govermment of

the agreement between the United Netions and the Internetional Committee

[ene




‘of the Red Cross. Sinece the Committee will have to 4o likewise,
. I venture to suggest that owr
Page 15
- cammmications be transmitted at the same time.

... MAeccept, Sir, the assurances of wy highest consideration,”
(Palthey will reply as follows)

"8ir, in reply to your letter of 4 December 1956, I have the

honour to confim my agreement

Pege 16 -l

vith your interpretation of the wording of the Secretary-Genersl's
letter of the same date concerning the terms on which the Intermaticnal
Committee of the Red Cruss agrees to undertake responsibility for the
distribution of United Retions relief to the pecple of Hungary.

Page 17 '

The words 'such supplics as may be furnished by the United Nations'
in paregreph 2 must not be taken to wean supplies in gemerel but the
type of supplies urgently needed by the recipients of the relief,

I shall recommend the relevent speciaslized agencies of the
United Nations.

Page 18
to follow your suggestion for establishing liaison with yowr organization
in the event of their carrying out assistence programmss in accordance
with their terms of reference, for the purpose of co-ordinating their
activities with those of the Intermaticnal Committee of the Red Cross
and avoiding of overlspping.

Pege 19

It is understood that the wethod of defraying the administrative
and operetional costs of the Internaticnal Committee of the Red Cross
wentioned in paregraphs G and 9 of the Secretary-Gemeral's letter will
be determined by sgreement between the United Hations end the
International Committee,

Jone
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Page 20
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I confirm also that the communications to the Bungarian Government
concerning the agreement ecncluded between the Committee and the ' !

t
I United Nations will be transmitted at the same time, as agreed between
'I" N. i.e. on 5 December 1956 at 6 p.m. Geneva time,
< Accept, 8ir, the assurances of my highest consideration,
: ,
E i
L-
]
|
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13 Decembé

Dear Myer,

Thank you for your letter of 10 December
acknowledging receipt of the letters exchanged between
the U.N. and the CICR,

With regard to the French translation which I sent
to you with my letter of 3 December, I confirm that this
is an official United Nations translation.

With kind personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

U.N. Liaison Officg¢r for
Relief to the Hungarfan People

Mr. Myer Cohen,

Executive Director,

Office of the Under-Secretery for
Relief to the Hungarian People,

United Nations,

NEW YORK
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HPPROVAL MORE DETAILS
REPLY, PLEASE YOUR INFORMAT |ON
SEE ME, PLEASE RETURNED AS REQUESTED
JrBUR SIGNATURE INVESTIGATE AND REPORT
NOTE AND FILE FOR ACTION !
“INOTE AND RETURN REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE
_|Your commenTs INITIAL AND FORWARD
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OMNERTS FOR THE RECORD SHOULD NOT BE VRITTEN ON TRIS
SLIP. REFPERRAL SHEPT PT.108 SHOULD Bf,_‘!?é’ib Iﬁb‘ﬂ’lﬂ.
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M, Plerre (bes

1dadson  ffiger

for Relief to the imgarian People
Palaie des Nations

Geneva, SwWdtzerland
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29 LEC 1956

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

Gendve, le 7 décembre 1956.

Monsidur le Directeur,

Nous avons l'honneur de nous référer & notre accord du
/4 Adécembre 1956 pour ltaction de secours en Hongrie et nous nous
empressons de vous donner les indications en notre possession, aussi
bien sur les programmes de secours que nous avons entrepris que sur
17étendue des besoins urgents de la population hongroise, dans la
mesure ou ils nous sont connus.

/ 4 5 .
I’ﬁ / Notre délégation & Budapest a, avec l'accord des Autoritées
hongroises, établi trois différents programmes de secours qui sont
les suivants :

1) Dé&s le 4 ou 5 décembre, distribution de lait et huile de
foie de morue A 173.000 enfants de moins de 6 ans.

2) Dés le 8 décembre, environ, distribution d'un repas chaud
par jour & 50.000 enfants de 6 & 16 ans, dans les quartiers
les plus ravegés de Budapest. Puis le programme en faveur
des enfants de cette catégorie d'8ige s'étendra progressivement
de fagon & arriver & fournir des aliments divers & 150,000

enfants,

3) Dés la mi~décembre, distribution chaque semaine de paquets de
vivres destinés & 100,000 personnes cholsies parmi les
catégories des sans-abti, sans-soutien, vieillards, invalides
et familles avec plus de /4 enfants.

Ces impmrxkm programmes requisrent des secow s d'une importance
considérable. Netre délégation indique d'ores et déji que pour les
conduire jusqu'a fin avril les quantités suivantes seraient nécessaires 3

e e el e e et
i

Monsieur Georges Palthey
Directeur adjoint

Office européen des Nations Unies
Palais des Natioms

Genégve
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Laid en poudre 3437 tonnes

Capsules dthuile de
foie de morue 21,110,000
Corps gras 545 tonnes
: Viande, poisson, fromage 1375 tonnes
Céréales 1850 tonnes
Sucre 545 tonnes
_ Farine 1900 tonnes
Savon 90 tonnes

=
‘1

En merge des programmes cités ci-dessus, d'autres secours
urgents seraient nécessaires, soit :

Charbon pour les hépitaux,
asiles, homes, etc.

de Budapest 36,000 tonnes
Couvertures de laine 100,000 pidces
Verre & vitres 100 tonnes
Paquets de langes 10,000 pidces

Or les stocks actuellement disponibles ne permettent pas de
conduire 1'action au deld du 15 janvier, environ., OC%est dire qutume
aide complémentaire est urgente et indispensable.

De plus, il y a lieudde remarquer que l'action ainsi entreprise
par la Croix-Rouge ne constituera qu'un secours de premidre urgence,
en faveur des personnes dont les besoins sont les plus impérieux, mais //
n'atteindra, en définitive, qu'environ 4 % de la population hongroise.

I1 faut donc, d'ores et déja envisager d'ici peu de temps un
élargissement trés considérable de 1'action de secours. Afin que des
plans puissent 8tre établis & cet effet, nous nous permettrons de vous
communiquer le plus rapidement possible - probablement d'ici 8 & 10
jours - un état au moins approximatif des besoins généraux les plus
urgents.

Nous voudrions d'autre part relever, ici, que les informations
incontrdlsbles qui ont circulé ces derniers jours, au sujet d'une saisie
des secours du Comité international de la Croix-Rouge par les Autorités
hongroises ou de discrimination d'ordre politique qui seraient inter-
venues dans la distribution, se sont révélées compldtement dénuées de
fondement, aprés enquéte auprés de nos délégations de Vienne et Budapest.

En effet, le Comité international de la Croix-Rouge est en
mesure d'affirmer que ses délégués contrdlent toutes les répartitions
de secours qu'il effectue avec le concours, dans la phase finale, des
agents de la Croix-Rouge hongroise, S'il devait, & un moment quelconque,
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apparaltre que des secours sont détournés de leur destination prévue,
le Comité international n'hésiterait d'ailleurs pas & suspendre,
lui-méme, toute répartition, jusqu's ce que les garanties nécessaires
soient rétablies.

llous vous serons trés reconnaissants de blen vouloir porter
les indications qui précédent & la connaissance du Secrétariat Général
ded Nations Unies et c'est en vous remerciant d'avance de volre obli-
geante entremise que nous vous prions d'agréer, Monsieur le Directeur,
1'agsurance de notre considération la plus distinguée.

»

-

(signé)

R. Gallopin
Directeur Exécutif




From: INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

To: Mr: Gearges Palthey
Deputy Director of the
wmxumm.

Geneva, 7 December 1956

8ir, ;> :
We have the honour to refer to cur agreement of U December 1956 on
relief action in Hungary, and we hasten to give you the information in

our pessession both on the relief programmes we have undertaken and on

the wrgent requirements of the Hungarian population, in so far as they

are known to us.

Our delegation at Budspest has, with the agreement of the Hungarian
authorities, established three different assistance programmes, as follows:
: (1) From b or 5 December, distribution of milk and cod liver oil

%o 173,000 children under the age of six. v

(2) From 8 December, epproximately, distribution of one hot meal per

day to 50,000 children from six to sixteen years old, in the most badly

demaged section of Budepest. The programme for children of this age-
category will then be extended progressively so as to supply variocus
foods to 150,000 children.

(3) Prom the middle of December, the distribution each week of food

packages for 100,000 persons in the following categories: shelterless

persons, persons without support, the aged, disabled persons and
families with more than four children.

These programmes will require assistance on a considerable scale. Our
delegation states that in order to maintain them until the end of April the

following amcunts will be necessary:

,...



3,437

21,110,000

545

1,375

1,8%

Sh5

1,900

Somp - 0

As & supplement to the programme listed above, other urgent assistance

would be necegsary, nsmely

Coal far hospitals, asylums, shelters,

+
au-an'l
%

etc. at Budspest 36,000 tons
Woolen blankets 100,000
Window glass 1100  toms
Packages of dispers 10,000

In other words, further aid is urgent and essential.

It should further be pointed cut thet the acticn thus undertaken by
the Red Crose will comstitute only initial emergency assistance to those
whose needs are most imperative, but will sctuslly reach only sbout b per cent
of the Hungerian population.

It is therefore necessary to congider immediately a very apprecisble
expangion of this assistance in the near future. In order that plans may
be drawn up for this purpose, we propose to send you as rapidly ae possible -
probably within a week or ten days - at least an spproximate statement of the
most urgent general requirements.

We should also like to point ocut, that the unverifisble reports which
have recently beenccirculating concerning the seisure by the Hungarian
sutharities of supplies belongiog to the International Comittee of the
Red Cross or of political discriminetion in the distribution of supplies, have
proved to be entirely without foundetion, following inguiries from cur delegations
in Vienna and in Budspest.

,clo




The Internsticmal Committee of the Red Cross is in & position to
state that its representatives are in control of all the distributions
of supplies, vhich it is carrying out with the sssistance, in the final
stages, of agents of the Mumgarien Red Cross. If, st any time, it should
eppeer thet supplies ere being diverted frem their intended destination,
the Internaticnal Committee would not hesitate to suspend all distributions
iteelf until such time es the necessary sefeguards were restcred.

Ve should be very grateful if you would kindly bring the above
infermation to the attention of the Secretary-Ueneral of the United Hations
and have the honour to be, etc.

R. Gallopin
(teed) Executive Director
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8ir,

In aomrﬂ.en with the provisions of General Assembly
resolutien 399 of 9 November 1956 dealing with aid to the
H;&aﬂmpnplo, I have the honour to inform you of an
Agreement concluded between the United Nations and the
International Committee of the Red Crose setting forth the
terms under which the Committee will cooperate with the
United Nations in this humanitarian programme, The text
of this Agreement is contained in an exchange of correspond-
ence between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross

p— on 4 December 1956, a copy of which is attached,

The Internmational Committee of the Red Cross is con-
currently transmitting a copy of this Agreement to your
Gowvermment,

et

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,

The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the ' A
Revolutionary Workers' and Peasants! i
Government of the Hungarian People's Republic :

¢/o The Permanent Mission of Hungary to the
United Nations

New !erk, N. Io_ n‘. g: m;?htu‘

o ¥ %

T



Gaizmed on his betelf bv the Demuby Directer of $he Hup
#ice of the United Hatiors) %o the Prestdent of &
e errational Cormittes of Bhe fed Gros

»*
Sir, .

The eneral Assesbly of the United Nations, at its Second Luergency
Special Jession, has requested the Secretary-General to tale immediately
the necessary measures to bLring aid to the population of Hungary,

Considering that the International Commdttee of the Red Cross has
been ergaged in emergengy relief activities in lungery and has concluded
an agreenent with the lungarian Red Cross to this effect, I wish to ask
you if the Internatioral Comndittee would acce:t to co-operate with the

United Mations in this hwenitarian programme, under the followlng eenditions:

1. The Comittesy at the request of the Secretary-General, agrees to
use any funds as may be transferred to it by the United lations for the
exclusive purpose of providing imuediste aid to the population of Hungary,
in particular by furnishing medical supplies, foodstuffs and clothing, The
resporsibility assused by the Comumittee in this respect wdll coumence upon

el o -

supplies to the Hungarian population ory in the event of cessation of the
programme, upon return to the United lations of any wwmsed partion of esuch

funds or of supplies purchased with sueh funds,
2, The Comittee will undertaice responsibility for the distribution of

indicate to the United Natiors the types of relief goods regarded as most
appropriate for the purposes of the mrogramie,
3. In accordance with the principles of the Red Cross and in the spirit

of the Geneva Conventions, the Coomittee will distribute relief under this
programme vithout disorimination and on the besis of need alene,

receipt of any such funds and will temminate after the distribution of relief

such supplies as may be fNunished by the United liations, The Committee may



4. hile making every effort to ocarry out this programme as repidly

as possible, the Conmittee will retain sole responsibility for the schedule
(Prench: "cadence”) of distribution of relief supplies, In the event of
dlffisulties or obstacles arielng in the exeoution of the prosrams, the
Conmdttee will, if necesssry, report to the United Nations but 1t wdll be
solely responsible for taking apprepriate measures,

5, The Camdittee will supply all organisstional, supervisory and

mm—u"mmmmmamd

6. The inited lations will defray such sdministretive and operational
costs of the Comdttee nttributable to the performance of the United liatiors
relief progremme a8 may be agreed between the United Nations and the

Commi ttee,

7« The Committee will be the sole agency to earry out the relief
programme on behalf of the United Nations with the contributions made
parsuant to resolution 399 adopted by the Ceneral Assembly at the Second
Emergency Speelal Session on § November 1956, This shall not be construed
to limdt the right of other United Nations agencies to carry out assistance
programses in accordance with their terms of reference and in agreement with

8, The United liations recognizes the Cormittee as an independent and
sutonomous organigzation which undertakes to perform the services envisaged
in this agreement, The performance of such services will not in any way
place the Comuittee in a subordinate position towards the United Nations,
and the Committee will not be required Lo carry out any other task than
those set forth in this agreement,

9« The Committee will submit to the Secretary-Ceneral monthly operational
reports and fingnedial reports of costs incurred in the performence of its
responsibilities under this agreement,

10, The United lations and the Comittee will act in close collaboration
in regard to the planning and the implemertation of the programme, In .
particular, the Committee will extend full co-operation teo any represemtative
who may be sent to 'ungary by the Secretary-Ceneral in cormextion with the
programne,
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11, Nothing contained in this agreament will affeet any of the other activities

mmugcnutmmnmoutwwmmmrmm
the performance of its traditiornal role,

12, This Agreemert may be Mmtdbydtmmmommk'lmum
subject, if possible, to prier consultation, The termdnation of this
Agreement will rot affect the responsibilities of either party under the
Agroemert with resppet to the completion of the distribution of mupplies
o811l outstanding ot the date of terndnation,

I should grestly appreciate receiving your confirmtion that the
Intermtional Comdttee of the Ted Cross accepts the proposals contained
in this letten, Following such confirmation, the Secrctary-General will
inform the Hungerian Government of this agreement,

Agcapt, Sir, the asswrances of my highost consideration,

For and on behalf of the ~ecretary-General

(signed) Georges Palthey

Deputy Director, Buropean Office
of the United Nations,
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Mgnsiour le Directeur adjoint,

; hcadum-mumlamwtthunbuml’“

- rélabive & 1taction de secours des Natioms Unies en feveur de la
population de Hongrie et du concours que motre institution pourredt
mul'w- ~

J'ad le plaisir de vous faire ssveir que le Comité internationsl,
mstw'aaamnmuuwmuum
lamdocmixlup-mnuWiMdum
mwmuummunmmmnmmm

votre lettre, clest-i-dire:

1. mmtm,gtm-mumsmm,wu
mwMuwhwuuw&MMM&mm
tmmnmumauz—ﬁmmummuuu
m.npmwmm-ﬁmwpnu,mm
elothing. mumuuvmwtuu-utmum-m
unmmmmorwmmmuumuma
thmmdnudmuuhthmmunor,u
mmummumm.mmummm
hﬁmdwmmu“m”otwﬂm
with such funds.

2  The Committee will undertake responsibility for the distribution
of such supplies 28 may be furnished by the United Hetions. The
Mttuwlnﬁuhtoﬂuhﬂhﬁmthtmdmn
Wumtappnpdahhrthmorthm

3. nmnummmotmucmmummﬂt
ammwm.mumunmmmw
m-mmumammmmmmumnm.
be Huh-mumthmmmnmuWu
possible, the Committee will retain sole responsibility for the schedule
(Freneh: "eadence") of distribution of relief supplies. In the evemt of
muuormmmumm--rmm,m
thun,um,nmummmnummuunu




solely responsible for taking sppropriste measures.
5. The Committee will supply all organimetional, supervisory and technical
personnel, services and equipment required for the operation of the
programe.

. 6« The Umited Nations will defray such sduinistrative and operational

costs of the Committee ettributsble to the performance of the United

"‘mmnuumuqhwmmuum

7. The Comsittee will be the sole agency to sarry out the relief
programme on behalf of the United Nations with the contributions made
pursuant to resblution 399 adopted by the Ceneral Assembly at the Second
Emergency Special Session on 9 November 1956, This shall not be construed
to Mpdt the right of other United Nations agencles to carry out assis-
tence programmes in accordence with their terms of reference and in
agreement with the Hungurian suthorities.

8., The United Nations recognizes the Committee as dn independent and
sutonomous organizetion which undertakes to perform the services envisa-
ged in this agreement. The performance of such services will not in any
way place the Committee in & subordinate position towards the United
Netions, and the Committee will not be required to carry out any other
task then those set forth in this agreement. '
9. The Committee will submit to the Seeretary-General monthly operational
reports and financial reports of costs imcurred in the performance of its
responaibilities under this sgreement.

10s The United Nations and the Comdttee will act in close collaboration
umumpmmmmmm In
particular, the Conmittee will extend fudl co-operation to any repres-nta-
tive who msy be sent to Hungary by the Secretary-General in connexion
with the programme,

1l. Fothing contained in this agreement will affect any of the other
sctivities which the Committee already is carrying out or may earry out
in Hungary in the performance of its traditional role.

12, This igreement may be terminated by either psrty on one week's notice
subject, if possible, to prior consultation, The termination of this
igreement will mot affect the respomsibilities of either party under the
igreament with respect to the completion of the distribution of supplies
still outstanding at the date of termination.
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QUE NOTRE INSTITUTION POURRAIT PRETER EN LOCCURENCE PARAGRAPH

JAI LE PLAISIR DE VOUS FAIRE SAVOIR QUE LE COMITE INTERNATIONAL CMA
QJI SOCCUPE DEJA DE CONVOYER EN.GONGRIE ET DE DISTRIBUER DANS CE PAYS
IES SECOURS DE CROIX ROUGES ACCEPTE DE SE CAHRGER EGALEMENT DES

SECOURS FOURNIS FAR LES NATIONS UNIES
g

El CE DANS LES CONDITIONS PREVUES PAR VOTRE LETTRE

MA CEST A DIRE COLON UNQUOTE (T [_ijIS WILL EE FOLLOWED EY QUOTATION
FARAGRAPHS ONE THROUGH TWELVE OF LETTER OF SECGEN IN ENGLISH AND NOT

N FRENC]? STOP CONLCUDING PARAGRAPH WILL PE AS FOLLOWS QUOTE
BN ME FELICITANT DE LACCORD AINSI INTERVENU

P

F-4 -AGN _SRI GARELED

~may

I
o













