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EXCERPTS PROM THE VERBATIM RECORDS OP THE
TWENTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CONTAINING REFERENCES TO THE
SECRETARY-GENERAL IN GENERAL

Opening Meeting

The Temporary President (A/PV.1839 at page 6)

"Action in the field of disarmament is relatively slow; the gong has

been sounded by Secretary-General U Thant as to the urgency for Members of

the United Nations — and, I may add, the world in general — to subordinate

their ancient quarrels and launch a global partnership to curb the arms race."

General Debate

Mr. Aichi (Japan) (A/PV.l8te at page 28)

"At the same time, I wish to pay my deepest respects to His Excellency

U Thant, our esteemed Secretary-General, and express my appreciation for his

zeal and devotion to the maintenance of vorld peace. It is my profound hope

that, from an impartial standpoint, he will persevere in his efforts towards

the establishment of peace based on freedom and Justice."

(at page 33)

"... I am convinced that the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations

is the appropriate occasion to renew our efforts to breathe nev life into the

Organization.

"It would seem most appropriate to recall in this connexion that the

Secretary-General opened the introduction to his report on the work of the

Organization by affirming that the 'need for an effective world organization

which can serve as a harmonizing agent for peace has never been so urgently
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required by mankind1 (A/8001/Add.l. page l). The basic questions he has

raised at the outset of his introduction are all very pertinent to this

theme:

'What are the means by which the United Nations can play an

increasingly vital role in the world of tomorrow? How can

the United Nations make more effective use of its possibilities

for reconciling differences between its sovereign Member States?

What changes can be evolved in its methods of operation so that

its capacity for improving the human condition will be utilized

to the full?' (ibid.)

I share completely the fervent hope he has expressed:

'that we shall find the answers to questions such as these and

continue to make progress — no matter how slow and painstaking

it may at times appear — towards realizing the noble goals set

forth in the Charter of the United Nations' (ibid.)"

Mr. Schumann (France) (A/W.l£&2 at page kj)

"Must we then, In the first place, take the universality of the United

Nations for an illusion? What is actually an illusion is to believe that

the Organization can perform its task while remaining incomplete. Our

Secretary-General, to whom I wish to pay a just tribute here, has never been

more worthy of his lofty function than recently when he asked us in effect:

Shall we continue, under the pretext that the debate on the question of China

has been going on for twenty years, to behave as if it could go on for another

twenty years?

"Let us consider carefully. 0 n the one hand, the whole world recognizes

and it has just been recognized in Oslo in particularly felicitous terms by the

democracies of northern Europe, whose heartening vitality I noted once again
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last week in Finland — that only a political solution, a negotiated solution,

can bring an end to the unjust, interminable drama which has bathed South

East Asia in blood. On the other hand, the world recognizes that this

political negotiated solution requires the participation of China. The

world deplores the fact that the United Nations cannot bring an end to a

tragedy -which is outrageous to the conscience and reason of the world because

the majority of those whom it concerns primarily are unable to bear witness

here to their suffering, ruin and death.

"However, the debate on which, in the long run, the end of this artificial

state of affairs depends is postponed from one year to the next as if it were

a scholastic disputation or an oratorical joust. Avoiding the issue, skirting

the issue, prevents the United Nations from assuming its responsibilities and

the People's Republic of China from exercising its own."

Mr. Stray (Norway) (A/PV.lote at page 57)

"The United Nations is the most comprehensive vehicle for international

collaboration. It is a forum where nations meet regularly without anyone's

particular initiative being necessary - a forum where any international problem

can be discussed. It is essential to realize this unique nature of the United

Nations, for here lies the key to understanding the potentialities of the

Organization as well as its limitation.

"The Secretary-General touched on the position of the Organization in

a recent speech when he said:

* If there is a crisis today in connexion with the United Nations,

it is a crisis of commitment by nation States to the Organization

and its purposes. Too many nations still regard the United Nations



as peripheral rather than essential to their foreign policy.

They tend to evaluate it according to its possible use in

advancing their goals rather than as the essential instrument

for forging solutions to world problems in concert with the

rest of the world community.'

"The Secretary-General's point of departure is the basic constitutional

fact that the United Nations is an organization of sovereign States, and that

the authority of the United Nations, and the prospects for the further develop-

ment of the Organization's capacity for action, are dependent on the willingness

of Member States to let the Organization act on their behalf. This is today

a realistic view, however much at variance it may be with the popular miscon-

ception that the United Nations stands above nations and can act independently

of Governments.

"It is in that context that the Secretary-General speaks of 'a crisis of

commitment'. I am certain that most Governments today feel themselves

committed to the United Nations and that in theory they accept the necessity

of conferring on the world Organization the authority which is required to

carry out the functions with which it is charged. But abstract convictions

alone are not sufficient. Governments act on their interpretation of their

national interest. We usually are well aware of our immediate and narrowly

defined goals. It is not always so easy to discern our long-range interests."
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Mr. Ma.idalani, Lebanon (A/PV.18M* at page 2):

"... I should like also to take this opportunity to pay a

particular tribute to Secretary-General U Thant, who has brought

to his important task his qualities of heart and mind, his wisdom

and his sense of equity, and whose indefatigable efforts to

promote international peace and security fully merit our profound

gratitude."
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Mr. Foray. Sierra Leone (A/PV.l8̂ 7 at page

"... We congratulate our Secretary-General, U Thant, for his

report on the achievements of the Organization during the past year.

We have observed with interest the cautious optimism he has expressed

vith regard to the vorld situation as a whole. In his diagnosis he

has attempted to portray the truth with vividness and eloquence."
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President Jawara. Gambia (A/PV.18W3 at page 2):

"... The United Nations is fortunate indeed in having, at

this particular time in its evolution, a Secretary-General of the

calibre and integrity of U Thant. With a rare combination of the

virtues of patience and understanding and the qualities of

persistence and impartiality, he continues to enhance the image

and the prestige both of our Organization and of his office. On

behalf of my Government and on my own behalf, I thank him sincerely

for his indefatigable and continuing efforts in the cause of peace."

Mr. Mwana Katwe. Zambia (A/PV.1848 at page 26):

"... The Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant, as

always, deserves our gratitude, support and encouragement. We are

indebted to him for his tireless efforts in the cause of peace and

justice. His is a continuing service to mankind and we wish him well."

Sir Alec Douglas Home. United Kingdom (A/PV.18W3 at page

"... I should like to say what a personal pleasure it is to me,

after an absence of seven years from the United Nations, to find our

Secretary-General still at his post. Politicians come and go; the

Secretary-General remains. I am bound to say that is the right

way round."

Mr. Hunlede. Togo (A/PV.l8̂ 9 at page l6):

"... At this time when we are celebrating the twenty-fifth

anniversary of our Organization, we cannot allow the occasion to pass
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without addressing to our Secretary-General, U Thant, and his

predecessors an expression of our sincere gratitude for the work

they have done with devotion and with total unselfishness to ensure

that the great and noble aspirations proclaimed in the Charter are

realized."

(at page 31)

"... We must share the opinion of the Secretary-General who,

when opening the World Youth Assembly in this very chamber some

while ago, called for the creation and the dissemination of a new
to

kind of patriotism, human patriotism, so as/'spread the spirit, as

he put it, which we so desperately need if our international

institutions are to function. Young people throughout the world will

understand this appeal. United, it can represent a new force. But

it is also for us, the statesmen, to take courageous decisions and

to set an example by giving young people the material means of action.

"My Government, therefore, entirely supports the idea of our

Secretary-General for the creation of a United Nations corps of

young volunteers to participate in the economic and social development

of the under-developed countries. I should like to take this

opportunity of thanking the developed countries which have already

set up national corps of young volunteers to assist our countries.

Mr. Caglaxangil. Turkey (A/PV.18̂ 9 at page 46):

"... I should like once again to thank the Secretary-General,

his special representative and the authorities of the United Nations
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peace-keeping force In Cyprus for their constructive work in

regard to the situation in the island, particularly during a period

in which certain destructive trends and lack of security further

complicated the situation and impeded the attainment of an agreement

between the two communities."

Mr. Camacho Omiste. Bolivia (A/PV.l8̂ 9 at page 53):

"... To Secretary-General U Thant I wish to convey again the

cordial greetings of my Government. His efforts and exemplary

dedication to the cause of the United Nations compel us to express

our gratitude and satisfaction."
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Mr. Carrillo-Flores (Mexico) (A/PV.1850 at page l6)

"... I should also like to repeat in this hall the tribute

which the President of Mexico made publicly a few days ago with

regard to our Secretary-General, U Thant, when in the capital of

my country there was inaugurated the extraordinary assembly of

those organizations which have as their objectives of promotion

of tourism. He said:

'He is a man full of wisdom, strength, patience

and faith in humanity, who on occasions we feel to be

surrounded by the incomprehension of many people as

he carries out his difficult and noble task.1"
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Mr. Rabetafika. Madagascar (A/PV.1891 at page 17):

"... It is also fitting to pay a tribute to our esteemed

Secretary-General, whose perseverance and examplary equanimity

are equalled only by his desire to see the international community

resolutely respect the principles and norms of our Charter."

(at page 18):

"... Analyzing the international situation just before the

commemoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Organization,

the Secretary-General, in the introduction of his annual report,

conveys to us his cautious optimism. This opinion, which is in

sharp contrast with the feelings of frustration expressed in

recent years, is one that we share, although all aspiraticns are

far from having been satisfied."
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Mr. Jonsson. Iceland (A/FV.1853 at page 2):

"... Allow me, furthermore, to use this opportunity to

extend thanks to the Secretary-General, U Thant, for outstanding

service during his term in office. His performance in the high

position of Secretary-General and his devotion to the maintenance

of world peace is recognized by all member nations. It is to be

regretted if U Thant is not to remain in his position for another

term. I very much hope that he will continue to work actively

for the cause of world peace."
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Mr. Yost. United States (A/PV.185̂  at page 7):

"... In this past year such peaceful settlements, or major

steps toward them, have been recorded in a number of situations

which reflect great credit on the statesmanship of those involved.

I have in mind and also the recent peaceful decision on

the future of Bahrein, in which good offices provided by the

Secretary-General played a major role.

(at page 18)

"... The persistence of the United Nations financial deficit

undermines confidence in the Organization, threatens its capabilities

in many fields and casts a cloud over its future. The United States

welcomes the Secretary-General's recent call for "a concerted effort

to restore the financial solvency of the Organization".

(at page 21)

"... The Secretary-General has said that we may have only

ten years left to cope effectively with the problems of our times

before they become so staggering as to be beyond our capacities.

As we enter the Disarmament Decade and the Second Development Decade,

let us keep that warning foremost in our minds — and let us be

determined to act together to avert it.

Mr. Gurinevich. Byelorussian SSR (A/Pv. 18514- at page 22):

"... We should like to take this opportunity to express our

best wishes to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant,

who this summer paid an official visit to the Byelorussian Soviet
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Socialist Republic and held useful talks with the leaders of our

Republic."

Mr. Koun Wick. Cambodia (A/PV.1855 at page 3):

"... It is also a pleasure for me to address, on behalf of

the people and Government of Cambodia, my most sincere congratulations

to U Thant who, for more than a decade now, has spared neither time

nor effort to preserve international peace and security and to

promote justice and prosperity in the world. The Cambodian people

also sees in the personality of the Secretary-General a man of

peace and great Buddhist wisdom and we believe firmly that the

blessing of Buddha will always accompany U Thant in his good of

goodwill."

(at page 18)

"... At this point, I wish to pay a special tribute to His

Excellency Secretary-General U Thant and to UNESCO for not sparing

any effort to protect the Angkor Vat temples from destruction."

Mr. Romulo. Philippines (A/FV.1855 at page 21):

"... As we launch the Second United Nations Development Decade

and confront the challenge of the nineteen-seventies, you have a

tower of strength at your side in the person of Secretary-General

U Thant, a man of outstanding ability and incorruptible integrity."

Mr. Ickonga. People's Republic of the Congo (A/FV.1855 at page 53):

"... I can only feel satisfied that I have really done my
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duty when I pay tribute to the courage, lucidity and devotion to

the cause of peace of our Secretary-General, U Thant."

Mr. Solano Lopez. Paraguay (A/FV.1855 at pages 106-107):

"... As for the existence of international forces provided

for in the Charter, the possibility is still remote. Years ago,

in his introduction to his annual report to the Organization,

presented to the General Assembly at its nineteenth session, the

Secretary-General referred to an offer of military units as reserve

forces made "by several Member States. These forces would be avail-

able to the Organization whenever warranted. The Secretary-General

added that he had not been able to do much because no competent

United Nations organ had adopted any measure authorizing him to

accept the offer even though no expenditure for the Organization

was involved until a contingent began to serve the Organization.

Six years later, the situation continues to be the same."

Mr. Zakaria. Malaysia (A/FV.1855 at page 111):

"... ¥hat is most important in this issue is that the people

of Sabah themselves in 1965 expressed their will, in free exercise

of self-determination to join Malaysia. This free exercise of self-

determination and the choice of the people of Sabah to join Malaysia

was ascertained and testified to by the Secretary-General of the

United Nations, U Thant, in 1963."
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Mr. EL-Khani. Syria (A/PV.1856 at page k)

"However, we should admit that this Organization owes its survival

to its Secretary-General, who, by his rare and exceptional qualities,

his indefatigable work, his wisdom and faith, has managed to maintain

the Organization's prestige, value and dignity. I hasten on this

occasion to congratulate the Secretary-General for his efforts to

facilitate the forthcoming admission of Bahrein to our Organization and

Fiji's accession to independence. I would add that, by his assiduous

efforts, this Organization has helped a great number of peoples to free

themselves from the yoke of colonialism, to acquire independence and to

become, by that very fact, Members of our Organization, thus effectively

contributing to our work and bringing to our Organization their scientific,

cultural and moral support."

Mr. Grimes, Liberia (A/PV.1856 at page 21)

"The energy, efforts, sincerity and devotion in the service of the

United Nations, as well as the constant dedication to the cause of

international peace and co-operation, manifested by the Secretary-

General, continue to command and merit the complete respect and approbation

of all. As he leads the Organization into its second quarter of a

century, the delegation of Liberia wishes to reassure him of its

continued support in the difficult days ahead."

(at page 38)

"Secretary-General U Thant, who has dedicated himself to the

principles of the Charter and to selfless service of this Organization,

stated during his visit to Liberia last January that the decade of

the 1970s be the decade of the three Ds — decolonization, disarmament

and development. My Government would derive much satisfaction if, as

a tribute to this distinguished and dedicated international statesman,

the United Nations would pursue policies which would make this ideal

a reality, especially as we enter the second quarter of a century of

the Organization's life."
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Mr. Kikhia. Libya (A/FV.1856 at page 38)

"The delegation of the Libyan Arab Republic takes this opportunity

to laud and support the efforts made by the Secretary-General in the

service of the Organization and its principles, for the realization

of peace and security in the world."

Mr. Harmel. Belgium (A/FV.1856 at page

"I would not wish to conclude without expressing again the esteem

which, on behalf of my country, I have already had the honour to convey

to the Secretary-General of our Organization many times before from

this rostrum. I wish to end my statement by once again assuring him

of our highest esteem. "

Mr. Mailer. South-Africa (A/FV.185T at page 13)

"It should not be necessary for me to point out that it cannot

be in the interest of any of the peoples of southern Africa to have the

stability and security of the region shattered, for without stability and

security the future progress and prosperity of the region are in

jeopardy. I wish to state in this connexion that I welcome the stand

which the Secretary-General took in a statement a fortnight ago

against subversive activities and interference in the internal affairs

of other nations."

Mr. gahedi, Iran (A/FV.1857 at page 23)

"Although the question of Bahrain was closely linked to our national

interest we nevertheless felt that it was only just and fair that after

a century and a half of separation from us the wishes of the people

should be determined. Accordingly, we decided to seek the good offices

of the Secretary-General, to whom I must pay a high tribute in this

regard. To facilitate matters further, and as a sign of our good

intentions, we took the unusual step of accepting in advance the findings

of the Secretary-General's personal representative provided they were

endorsed by the Security Council. On 11 May 1970 the Security Council
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endorsed the report submitted by the Secretary-General's personal

representative. Subsequently, Iran declared its acceptance.

Seldom have Governments shown readiness to submit questions of

national interest to the judgement and action of bodies outside their

own control. In this instance, consideration for the common good, in

conformity with the basic principles of the Charter, prevailed over

self -oriented policies. Ejy having recourse to the machinery of the

United Nations we have shown how effective the United Nations system

can be in the peaceful settlement of international disputes, provided

Member States abide by the Purposes and Principles of the Charter.

In the introduction to his report on the work of the Organization,

the Secretary-General states:

"The Bahrain settlement is a striking example of how the

good offices of the Secretary-General can be used for the peaceful

settlement of international disputes." ( A/8001/Add . 1 and Corr . 1 , para . lk ) . . . "

Mr. lupls. Italy (A/PV.189T at page 31)

"I also wish to associate myself with the tribute which has here

been renewed to our Secretary-General. In U Thant we salute not only

the symbol of the continuity of our Organization but also the faithful

and devoted interpreter of the principles of the Charter. ¥e express

the most sincere wishes that he may continue to serve the cause of the

United Nations for a long time to come."

Mr. Malik. Indonesia (A/PV.189T at page

"I should like further to pay tribute to our esteemed Secretary-General

U Thant, and express our appreciation for his patient and single-minded

endeavours in the cause of peace, and to assure him of Indonesia's

unwavering support towards that end."
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Mr. Alarcon Quesada. Cuba (A/PV.1858 at page 22):

"I would also repeat our admiration for U Thant, whose skill and

dedication have won him our respect."

Mr. Singh. India (A/PV.1858 at page 27):

"It is a matter of concern that the United Nations and the Secretary-

General have been handicapped for lack of adequate funds. We would,

therefore, urge that all Members should co-operate in ensuring that the

important problems in various fields undertaken by the United Nations

do not suffer for paucity of funds. The Indian delegation will do

whatever it can to strengthen the hands of the Secretary-General in this

respect."

Mr. Shevel. Ukrainian SSR (A/PV.1858 at page 56):

"Speaking from this rostrum for the first time I should like to

extend greetings to you, Mr. Secretary-General. The great efforts which

you make for the fruitful work of our Organization are universally known."

Mr. Camara. Guinea (A/PV.1859 at page 26):

"Permit us to pay a sincere tribute to our Secretary-General, U Thant,

for his great contribution to the achievement of United Nations objectives."

Mr. Khalid. Sudan (A/PV.1859 at page 6l):

"The Secretary-General has, some time ago, warned against an impending

racial war. I refer here to U Thant's speech before the Algerian National

Assembly on h February 196̂ :
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'There is the clear prospect that racial conflict, if we cannot

curb and finally eliminate it, will grow into a destructive monster

compared to which the religious or ideological conflicts of the

past and present will seem like small family quarrels. Such a

conflict will eat away the possibilities for good of all that

mankind has hitherto achieved and reduce man to the lowest and

worst bestial level of intolerance and hatred.'

U Thant has qualified those who engage in such practices as "the most

emotionally backward and most spiritually bankrupt members of the human

race.' It is with that background in mind that we view the perilous

situation in SouthAfrica, which has extended to encompass Namibia, a

Territory that has been handed to us in trust."

(at page 64)

"The hopes of San Francisco are yet to be realized. U Thant was no

Cassandra but a wise visionary when he said that the States Members of

this Organization had only ten years to avert a threatening doom. Let

us not count the days. Let us instead take courageous and adult steps in

this anniversary year to reverse the trend."

Mr. Amerasinghe. Ceylon (A/PV.1859 at page 66):

"tfy delegation should also like to take this opportunity of saluting

our chief executive, the distinguished Secretary-General, U Thant, who

continues to maintain unblemished his record of devoted and conscientious

service to the international community. As always, he has demonstrated in

his treatment of international problems the compassion of the humane and

the humanity of the compassionate."
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Mr. Palamas. Greece (A/FV.1865 at page Jl):

"... Nor do they forget that it was in this very United Nations

that its voice, raised in favour of the right of self-determination

of the Cypriots, found an audience and met with understanding and

assistance. To this very day, the Greek and Turkish Cypriots try to

solve their differences through negotiations. They enjoy the benefit

of the interest of the Secretary-General as well as that of the

presence in Cyprus of the peace force of the United Nations".

Mr. Rabemanan.iara, Madagascar (A/PV.1866 at page 52):

"... Since 1965, if my memory serves me well, the Secretary-

General has deliberately guided the United Nations in the direction

of effective protection for young States, and we are grateful to him

for this. He wanted the United Nations to compensate for their

weakness and to serve as the main guarantor of their political

independence, and the best guarantor of their economic and cultural

development against any neo-colonialist attempts."

Mr. Ismail. Malaysia (A/PV.1868 at page 2):

"... At this commemorative session I wish to pay a special

tribute to our Secretary-General, U Thant. Throughout the difficult

years of his office he has come to symbolize all that is best in the

United Nations and he has consistently pursued the cause of peace with

rare skill, indefatigable courage and great foresight. All of us will

recall with gratitude his decision to accept a second term of office

much against his own wishes and inclination. On behalf of the
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Government of Malaysia, I wish to thank U Thant for his selfless

devotion and service to the cause of the United Nations and world

peace."

Mr. Alaini. Yemen (A/PV.1868 at page 6l):

"... Equally, we must convey our greetings and respect to the

Secretary-General for his tireless efforts and dedication to the cause

of peace, justice and progress."
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Mr. Arikpo. Nigeria (A/PV.1869 at page 21):

"... Lastly, permit me to pay a tribute to the sterling

qualities and outstanding statemanship of our Secretary-General.

His service to mankind speaks for itself. I hope that this session

will achieve significant successes to underscore his devotion and

dedication to the ideals of the United Nations."

Mr. Jedrychowski. Poland (A/PV.1869 at page 51):

"... and we highly appreciate the expansion of the activities

of the United Nations in all its aspects, to which a great personal

contribution is being made by the Secretary-General of the United

Nations, U Thant."

Mr. Ra.ibhandary. Nepal (A/PV.18TO at page 2):

11... I wish also to pay our tribute to Secretary-General

Thant. His constant search for world peace and devotion to the

principles and purposes of the United Nations have been an unfailing

source of inspiration to my Government."

Mr. Kikhia. Libya (A/PV1870 at page 2j):

"... Finally, before leaving the rostrum, I should like to

pay tribute'to all those who work or have been working entirely to

serve the cause of peace in the United Nations, and particularly

to His Excellency U Thant, the distinguished Secretary-General, and

all members of the Secretariat who continue to devote themselves

to serving the United Nations here and throughout the world."
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Mr. Loliki. Democratic Republic of the Congo (A/FV.18TO at page 36):

11... it is providential that this period of collective stock-

taking should take place but also under the administration of our

distinguished Secretary-General, U Thant. His dedication, his

courage, his farsightedness and his perseverance in the discharge

of his heavy reponsibilities deserve particular mention on the part

of us all. He rejiains the -guide who each year warns States Members

of the dangers confronting the Organization, of the threats to world

peace, and reminds everyone of the need to return to strict respect

for the principles of the Charter and of the imperious duty to equip

the Organization with the appropriate means to enable it to discharge

its responsibilities in the field of the maintenance of peace.

"We should like to extend to him, and to all his colleagues in the

Secretariat, our since congratulations for the invaluable support they

have given to the salutory work of this Organization."

Mr. Diouf. Senegal (A/PV.1872 at pages 72-73):

"... This Organization is our sole chance for survival and

for progress. We therefore wish to thank all those who have enabled

the United Nations to operate so far and who have strengthened it:

the present Secretary-General U Thant, whose firmness, patience and

serenity have done so much to enhance the prestige of our Organization.

We should like to pay a special tribute to him and to express to him

our deep gratitude for the services he has rendered to mankind. "

Mr. Barcourgne. Niger (A/PV.187? at page 3):

"... But how can we talk about peace, about human solidarity
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or the vorld-wide internationalism which inspires the United Nations,

without turning our thoughts to the outstanding man who, for the

last nine years, has guided the destinies of our Organization? His

untiring passion and abiding concern for peace, his courage and

tenacity, his patience and serene sense of order make of our

Secretary-General, U Thant, the ideal choice for confronting the

complex situations besetting our anguished world. The people of

Niger, for their part, will never forget the last time he visited

Niamey. Through my words they render a vibrant tribute to that man

of action, whose steadfast faith in the future of the countries of

the Third World has never wavered."

President Lamizana. Upper Volta (A/PV.18T5 at page

M . . . It is also a pleasant duty for me to pay a particular

tribute to Secretary-General U Thant, a man who, for long years,

has shouldered extraordinary responsibilities, who has demonstrated

a lucid courage, discreet self-effacement and the greatest possible

effectiveness in the service of international peace and co-operation.

I should like once again to express our admiration for him and to

extend to him our encouragement and our support for what remains to

be done, which will demand of him and his colleagues a heroic and

essential effort."

(at page 18) :

"... Better conceived, better balanced, the Security Council

can play a role of the first rank which could very usefully strengthen
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the prerogatives entrusted to the Secretary-General in the exercise

of his good offices."

Chief Leabua Jonathan, lesotho (A/FV.1873 at page 2j):

"... Finally, I should like to express our deep appreciation

to our distinguished Secretary-General, U Thant, for his continuing

dedicated service to this Organization.

(at page 28)

"... It is no wonder that our Secretary-General felt it

necessary to issue a warning in one of his speeches that if the

United Nations is to continue to "be relevant:

"there must "be on the part of Governments a radical change

from the present power politics to a policy of collective

responsibility towards mankind. Governments, especially

those of the great nations, have drifted year after year

farther away from this basic requirement of the Charter."

"As one of the smaller nations, we can see no hope unless due

heed is paid to the warning of the Secretary-General."

Mr. Cheng Hens. Cambodia (A/FV.1873 at page

"... Nor would I wish to allow this occasion, when I have this

opportunity of addressing the Assembly today, to pass without paying

a tribute once more, on behalf of the Khmer people, to His Excellency

U Thant, who has devoted all his human capacities and energy to

serving the Charter of the United Nations and the cause of peace."



- 27 -

Prince Souvanna Phouma. Laos (A/PV.1873 at page 56):

"... Furthermore, as it does every year at the same time, my

delegation would like once again to express its esteem and its

admiration for our Secretary-General, U Thant, on whom devolves

the heavy task of directing our enormous Organization and who

tirelessly gives us the benefit of his great Buddhist wisdom in this

arduous undertaking, which is the common quest for peace."

Mr. CouliTjaly. Mali (A/PV.18T3 at page 8U):

"... As Secretary-General U Thant said in San Francisco on

27 June 1970, world affairs no longer pertain to what Governments

call their foreign affairs; they are now the domestic affairs of

us all."



Mr. Ponce Yep.es, Ecuador (A/PV.1874 at page 21):

"To conclude, let us bear in mind the follovdng wise words used a few

days ago by our distinguished Secretary-General:

"In commemorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the

United Nations, we should celebrate not by looking backward

but by looking forward with hope."

Mr. de Jong, The Netherlands (A/FV.1874 at page 22):

"...But we the Member States have time and again failed to bridge the

gap between this basic political reality and our existence as individual

States. Allow me in this respect to quote our distinguished Secretary-

General, who in an address two months ago pointed out that:

'...management of problems which are global in scope require

extension of authority to world agencies, but many nations

are extremely reluctant to allow the exercise of that

authority.*

Further in the same speech he said:

'...Nothing could increase the effectiveness of the United

Nations more than a modification of out-moded and unworkable

concepts of unfettered national sovereignty.1

"I subscribe fully to those words. In these turbulent times we cling

too strongly and too often to old-fashioned concepts of national and con-

stitutional sovereignty."

Mr. Borg Oliver, Malta (A/PV.1874 at page 42):

"Before concluding, I should like to pay a warm tribute to the outstanding

qualities of our Secretary-General and to his continued efforts for world

peace. The successes obtained by the United Nations in the past few years
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are largely due to his untiring energy and dedication."

Mr. Terence. Burundi (A/PV.1874 at page 42):

"In this twenty-fifth year of our Organization I could not pass over

the merits of the distinguished Secretaries-General who have successively

presided over the destinies of our Organization. I would be failing in

my duty if I did not pay a vibrant tribute to His Excellency U Thant, who

for the past decade has been the mainstay and the organizing intelligence

of this Organization in which we all place our hopes.

"The new upsurge that should be taken by the efforts of the international

community is a task which is both common and gigantic and which, for that

reason alone, requires that the Secretary-General and the Secretariat should

play a preponderant role. Entrusted as it is with the universal destiny,

the United Nations, with a healthy impetus, must rely on the active partici-

pation of the Secretary-General with a view to uprooting the selfishness of

those countries which force it to use evasion at best and which thus in the

long run transform this world Organization into a faithful self-portrait of

the attitude of only the club of the great.

"In order for it to be cleansed of its old habits which accentuated

its infirmities, the United Nations requires the injection of a new breath

of life. Above all we must inculcate in the great Powers a more altruistic

attitude, more generous sentiments and a more magnanimous vision. On the

other hand, this new breath of life must revitalize both the mind and the

soul of this Organization, namely, the Secretariat.

"The lofty mission entrusted to the administrative and functional staff
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requires active and increased assistance from Member States. Accordingly,

the resources of Governments, deployed in unison with those of the

Secretary-General, will result in a better consolidated administrative and

political structure capable of raising our Organization to the level

commensurate with the lofty nature of its colossal responsibilities.

"The requirements of peace mean that we must rehabilitate the human

race. Perhaps we must recall that the United Nations is coming to the age

at which its predecessor, the League of Nations, succumbed fatally under

the weight ofiis own impotence."

Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, Mauritius (A/PV.1875 at page 2):

"I should also like to take this opportunity to express my deep

appreciation to our esteemed Secretary-General, U Thant, for his dedicated

service to the Organization and to wish him all success in his efforts in

the cause of world peace."

Mr. Shearer. Jamaica (A/PV.1875 at pages 22-23):

"I go on to suggest that we should determine to make use of the

International Court of Justice, and we should encourage and support the

fact-finding and peace-making powers of the Secretary-General.

"The machinery which was established by the Charter for the peaceful

settlement of international disputes is sufficient for its purpose, but it

is seldom used.

"From now on the Assembly should decide that it will encourage and

support the Secretary-General in the exercise of the special powers which

are his under the provisions of Article 99 of the Charter."
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(at page 28)

"In closing I should like to pay a special tribute to the work and

person of our Secretary-General, who has remained at the helm of this

storm-tossed vessel through difficult times at great personal sacrifice.

We are happy to acknowledge the patient and skilful guidance he has given

to the United Nations over these many years and his untiring efforts in

the cause of peace. I wish to thank him particularly for the concise and

lucid report he has prepared for this commemorative session, in which he

so clearly states the true condition of the world Organization at the end

of its first quarter of a century."

Mr. Ribicic, Yugoslavia (A/PV.1875 at page 38):

"In conclusion, speaking on behalf of the Yugoslav Government, I should

like to express our gratitude to the Secretary-General, U Thant, for his

tireless efforts to strengthen the world Organization."

President Bokassa. Central African Republic (A/PV.1875 at page 41):

"It is also a great pleasure for me to congratulate and thank the

Secretary-General, U Thant, for his tireless action on behalf of peace and

international security both within the United Nations and in interregional

organizations such as the Organization for African Unity, where he has

frequently had occasion to come and bring to the States members his support,

encouragement and wise advice."
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Mr. Ramphal. Gyyana (A/PV.18T6 at page 6)

"And in the discharge of these responsibilities, let us recognize

that many of the people of the world have grown mistrustful of the

efforts made in their name here on the "bank of the East River and have

become cynical of this Organization and of collective international action

generally — and this despite the dedicated efforts of the Secretary-

General and of the officers who serve this Organization in the face of

such interminable frustrations."

(at page 17)

"... Thus Guyana will support the creation of international peace

observation machinery capable of establishing a United Nations presence

wherever in the world there is danger to international peace. ¥e believe

that a system under which United Nations observers may be sent on the

authority of the Secretary-General to any area under the jurisdiction of

a State at the request of that State and to any area whatever at the

direction of the Security Council or of the General Assembly would con-

tribute immeasurably to the prevention of breaches of international peace,"

Mr. Valdes. Chile (A/PV.18T6 at page 88)

"These objectives can be achieved given the will of Governments so

brilliantly represented here by so many Heads of State and Government.

In their achievement they will have the support of men and women of all

latitudes and the support also of an international staff in which there

are persons having high intellectual levels 'and broad universal vision,

whose finest expression is the Secretary-General himself."



- 33 -

President Quid Daddah. Mauritania (A/PV.18T7 at page 22)

"In the same circumstances, ve vish to assure the Secretary-General,

U Thant, of the respect and esteem of the people and Government of Mauritania.

The admirable vay in which fee performs his lofty and difficult mission in

the vast and varied field of United Nations activities compels the esteem

and gratitude of all peoples. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania has had

the privilege of •welcoming him and of appreciating once more his great

qualities, his humanity and extreme simplicity, which are always at the

service of the international community. He remains for us the symbol of

the faith which we, Members of the United Nations, must have in our Organiza-

tion, which despite its imperfections is still indispensable to the maintenance

and strengthening of peace, to better understanding among men, and to the

great work of our time undertaken, namely the advancement and development of

mankind."

Mr. Gromyko. U.S.S.R. (A/W.1877 at page 42)

"¥e should also like to note the role of the United Nations Secretary-

General, U Thant, who assumed that high post during difficult days for the

United Nations, in 1961, and who since that time has been working to contribute

to the strengthening of the United Nations and the enhancing of its effective-

ness in the maintenance of peace."

Mr. Marshall. New Zealand (A/FV.1871 at page 72)

"We should also hope to see more frequent use of the good offices of

the Secretary-General."



Mr. Marshall (continued) (at page 73)

"In the Organization, which has the support of 127 of those nations,

we have the framework for building a better world. In our dedicated staff,

led by the Secretary-General, to whom I pay my country's tribute, we have

the builders.

"It is for us, the Member States, to honour our obligations under the

Charter, to ensure that the resources of the Organization are used to the

full, and to support and encourage the Secretary-General and his staff."

Mr. Sakkaf. Saudi Arabia (A/FV.1871 at page 76)

"My congratulations and my good wishes would be incomplete if I did

not extol the great effort and significant role being played by our Secretary-

General in safeguarding the principles of this great Organization ever since

his appointment to his high post."



- 35 -

Mr. Yondon, (Mongolia) (A/PV.l8?8 at page 21)

"I should also like to offer His Excellency Secretary-General

U Thant and the delegates to this session ray sincere felicitations

on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding of

the United Nations."

(at page 37)

"Vestiges of the classical form of colonialism continue to remain

in other parts of the world. As has been rightly pointed out in the

introduction to the Annual Report of the Secretary-General, U Thant,

these vestiges are different from those in southern Africa only in

dimension not in kind."

Mr. Romulo, (Philippines) (A/PV.1878 at page 56)

"Probably the weakest point in United Nations activity relates to

the peaceful settlement of disputes. Many small disputes have been

settled quietly through the good offices of the Secretary-General, as

provided for in our Charter."

Mr. Thorn (Luxembourg) (A/PV.1878 at page 6l)

"As our Secretary-General, U Thant, has wisely emphasized — and I

wish to pay him a tribute — in future the force of law must prevail

over the law of force1.'

(at page 64)

"The improvisations to which it has been necessary to have recrouse

in the past — particularly in the crises in the Middle East, the Congo

and Cyprus — demonstrate the usefulness of a military force for peace

that is immediately available and recruited and trained directly by the

United Nations. For that reason we subscribe to the recommendation made by

the Secretary-General in the introduction to his annual report, where,

in this connexion, he advocates "a political consensus at a higher level,

among the major Bowers" (A/8001/Add.l and Corr.l, para.15)a without that

meaning abandonment by the other States Members of the United Nations of

thier own responsibilities; on the contrary, recruitment for the force

must be done mainly among the nationals of those other Member countries.
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Mr. Thorn, (Luxembourg) (at page 69)

"I completely support the suggestion of the Secretary-General

to call more directly on the young — to mobilize them — to bring

them into our ranks in this great battle of our century which is

the struggle against under-development."

Mr. Malik, (Indonesia) (A/FV.1878 at page 72)

"At this juncture we should also like to pay tribute to the

work of the successive Secretaries-General, and particularly to our

present Secretary-General, U Thant, for his unceasing efforts in the

quest for peace, security and the well-being of mankind."

Mr. Lynch (Ireland) (A/FV.1879 at page 23)

Our Secretary-General, U Thant, on the opening of the commemorative

session, asked "the leaders of this world to turn radically away from

the errors of the past and to realize that understanding, love and

tolerance are the highest form of interest on our small and

interdependent planet."

"He asked governments "to make a fresh start and to lift themselves

again to the same high level, if not a higher level, of vision and

determination as that of the authors of the Charter."

"This is a challenge, in the first place, worthy of the man who

offers it to us; by acknowledging the fallibility of our previous

judgements and policies, we and our governments take the first step to

meet the challenge and, in turn, our Assembly also becomes worthy of that

challenge."

Mr. Baunsgaard, (Denmark) (A/FV.1879 at page 72)

In his statement to the World Youth Assembly in New York last summer

the Secretary-General said that man was too often the forgotten element,

and the Secretary-General expressed the hope that, in the years to come,

the place of the human individual in the scheme of things would be

given the priority that it has so often failed to have in the past. The

Danish Government can wholeheartedly endorse these wise remarks."
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Mr. Marko. Czechoslovakia (A/PV.1881 at page 12):

"... May I also, on the occasion of this solemn session,

express our appreciation and our greetings to the Secretary-General

of the United Nations, U Thant, who has devoted §o much energy and

his exceptional talents to his mission.

(at page 22)

"... Europe is one of the important centres of modern civilization,

and as Secretary-General U Thant recently said it is also the political

capital of the world.

Mr. Heath. United Kingdom (A/PV.1881 at page 32):

"... I wish also to pay a tribute to our Secretary-General,

U Thant. In all these twenty-five years there have "been only three

Secretaries-General. Each has made his own special contribution

to the United Nations. None has had a more tumultuous period than

U Thant, and all through it his modest, quiet, and watchful conduct

of his office has inevitably made its mark."

Mrs. Gandhi. India (A/PV.1881 at page

"... On this occasion, may I express our esteem for you,

Mr. Secretary-General, and for your untiring efforts to uphold the

United Nations and the vision enshrined in its Charter. You have

had to draw upon your inner reserves of faith, wisdom and patience.

Your guide is the ancient counsel to "be a lamp unto oneself". It

is our earnest hope that you will continue to lead this Organization

for many moie years."

President Somoza. Nicaragua (A/FV.1881 at page 61):
11 ... I address to our worthy Secretary-General our repeated

appreciation of the magnificent services which he has given to our

Organization in the high post that he occupies. His endeavours to

maintain the prestige of this world Organization have indeed

enrolled him on the honour list of the citizens of the world."
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H.I.M. Halle Selassie I. Ethiopia (A/PV.1882 at page 2):

"... I should like to express my thanks to His Excellency

U Thant for being so good as to organize, the twenty-fifth anniversary

celebrations of the United Nations and I wish him every success in

the discharge of his heavy responsibilities."

President Nixon. United States (A/PV.1882 at page 22):

"... And on this historic occasion I wish to pay a special

tribute to the founders of the United Nations, to Secretary-General

U Thant and to all others who have played indispensable roles in

its success."

President Tombalbaye. Chad (A/PV.1QQ2 at page 22):

"... I am happy to see Secretary-General U Thant again and to

pay homage to him once more for his political courage, his exemplary

dedication and the far-sightedness which he has displayed in the

discharge of his delicate functions. The impressive statement which

he made on 1 September last in Addis Ababa before the Assembly of Heads

of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity showed

more than ever the faith that he has in the United Nations as an

instrument in the service of international peace and co-operation.

(at page k$)

11... Despite all of your efforts and particularly the moral

support that you gave last year to the Organization of African Unity

Manifesto on southern Africa, no improvement has been recorded.

Secretary-General U Thant had the courage at our meeting in Addis

Ababa last September to take stock of this sad situation.

President Makarios. Cyprus (A/PV.1882 at page 66):

"... We are grateful to the Secretary-General for his unremitting

interest and concern over the question of Cyprus. We greatly appreciate

his unexcelled integrity on all problems which, together with his

wisdois and calm determination, has enabled him to steer the United

Nations through serious world crises."
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President Maga. Dahomey (A/PV.1882 at page 76):
11... I should like to take the same opportunity to pay a

tribute to the Secretary-General of the Organization, U Thant,

for the patient and tireless efforts he constantly makes on behalf

of the United Nations and for the constant and unfailing interest

he has always shown and continues to show in the problems of the

African continent. Mr. Secretary-General, we thank you for it."

Mr. de Schrijver. Belgium (A/PV.1882 at page 108):

"... I hope the Secretary-General will allow my delegation to

pay him a respectful tribute on behalf of Belgium for the competence

and independence with which he has, in the interests of all, carried

out the lofty tasks entrusted to him by the United Nations."

Mr. Kittikachorn. Thailand - On behalf of the Asian Group (A/FV.1883

at page 16):

"... ¥e in the Asian Group are especially proud of the fact

that one of the most distinguished sons of Asia has for the past nine

years been serving as the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

To U Thant we pay a special tribute for his unfailing faith in the

Charter of the United Nations and his dedicated service to the

Organization."

Mr. Beaulne. Canada - On behalf of the Western European Group

(A/PV.1883 at page 32):

"... ¥e must increase our efforts; as the Secretary-General

said recently — and he is held in high esteem by all I have the

honour to represent —

"it will require a new will, new behaviour patterns and new

forms of co-operation if these efforts are to succeed."


