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Press Section
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y.

(FOE USE OF INFORMATION MEDIA. — NOT AN OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release IHA/236
23 May 1975

WEEKLY REPORT ON HUMANITARIAN AID TO INDO-CHINA BY UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

The following is the fifth in a series of weekly reports on humanitarian
aid being provided by the United Nations system to Indo-China:

Contributions

In response to the Secretary-General's appeal for contributions for
humanitarian assistance to Indo-China, 16 Governments have made pledges
amounting to $17-8 million, of which $7-8 million has actually been received
in cash. In addition, cash contributions from other sources, including a,
World Food Programme/Food and Agriculture Organization contribution of $6.1
million, now total $7-2 million. The Government of Australia has made an
additional contribution of 1,200 tons of rice valued at $A252,000 for
humanitarian activities in Laos, as well as offering $A125,000 for further
purchase of food for Laos. The Australian Government will also meet the
cost of transporting these commodities to the area.

United Nations Activities

UNHCR: During the past week, over 40 tons of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees emergency relief supplies have been flown from
Bangkok to Viet-Nam in Australian C-130 aircraft. These supplies have been
moved on to Hanoi by a chartered aircraft, which continues to operate a daily
shuttle. Further shipments are being organized for bulk consignments of food
and shelter material, as these become available from the suppliers. Two such
shipments are expected to leave Hong Kong and Japan at the end of the month,
while 2,000 tons of rice purchased in Burma is scheduled for delivery in the
first half of June.

UNICEFt Through the United Nations Children's Fund, thousands of Canadian
tarpaulins worth $155,000 are being added to the Children's Fund shipment from
Singapore of powdered and condensed milk — 9^7 tons worth almost $1 million —
to Da Nang. From Japan, more than 300,000 metres of cotton cloth and mosquito
netting, worth about $150,000, is being shipped to Haiphong for trans-shipment
south to Da Nang.

Loading will begin soon in Singapore of another ship taking 10,000 blankets,
25 tons of soap and 15 tons of rehabilitative malnutrition treatments, worth
$56,000 in all, to Da Nang, and this will be followed by 35 tons of drugs,
antibiotics and other medicaments worth $250,000 early next month.

*
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Press Release IHA/235
16 May 1975

WEEKLY REPORT ON HUMANITARIAN AID TO INDO-CIUNA BY UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

The following is the fourth in a series of weekly reports on humanitarian
aid being provided by the United Nations system to Indo-China:

Contributions

Sixteen Governments have so far responded to the Secretary-General's
appeal for contributions for humanitarian assistance to Indo-China. The value
of these contributions now totals $17.8 million. Contributions from other
sources, which include intergovernmental organizations, specialized agencies,
non-governmental organizations and individuals now total $7.2 million; thus,
the cumulative total of contributions is $25 million which comprises $10 million
in pledges and $15 million actually received in cash.

United Nations Activities

The activities of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) in the Republic of
South Viet-Nam continue as -usual. Since information so far available to the
United Nations indicates that seaports and airfields in the area are not
fully operational, both Vientiane and Singapore are increasingly being used
as staging areas for United Nations humanitarian operations in Indo-China.
The two C-130 aircraft placed at the Secretary-General's disposal by the
Australian Government have continued to provide valuable humanitarian services
by moving relief supplies within the area, mainly operating between Bangkok,
Hong Kong and Vientiane.

UNICEF

The UNICEF is now moving 150,000 metres of cotton cloth for children's
clothing to Hanoi for trans-shipment to South Viet-Nam and is preparing a
shipment of more than 850 tons of milk donated by New Zealand and Canada worth
more than $700,000 and 75 tens of Canadian tarpaulins are being moved by sea
from Singapore to Da Hang. These are the latest shipments in a total of
almost $4 million of relief assistance which has been mobilized for the country
in the past weeks.

(more )
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Press Release REF/726
6 May 1975

UNHCR ASSESSES SITUATION OF VIETNAMESE OUTSIDE THEIR COUNTRY

(The following is reproduced as received from the UNHCR, Geneva.)

A number of Governments have drawn the attention of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to the recent arrival in various
countries of large numbers of Vietnamese, as well as groups of Cambodians,
who left their country during the recent events and who now need assistance.

The High Commissioner has expressed concern about the substantial number
of people who clearly require urgent solutions to their situation. The
Office will place emphasis,according to the need, on resettlement in countries
willing to accept them, or durable asylum in countries where they have
arrived. The High Commissioner is contacting a number of Governments of
countries of potential resettlement. In addition, UNHCR will assist in
facilitating voluntary repatriation whenever possible, if this is the preferred
choice of some of the up-rooted, and the reunion of split families, thereby
alleviating the tragic consequences of separation.

According to information available, at this stage, these groups have
arrived in significant numbers in Guam, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand, though smaller numbers find themselves in a number
of other countries including some outside the area.

The High Commissioner's representatives .are assessing the situation in
these countries in order to provide the data required for appropriate action.
As part of this comprehensive assessment, two UNHCR officials arrived in
Guam today.

The High Commissioner, Sadruddin Aga Khan, states, "My Office has always
helped promote speedy solutions to problems of refugees and displaced persons,
wherever they might be. UNHCB :\rill, as in the past, seek ways to encourage,
as needed, voluntary repatriation, integration in countries of first asylum,
the resettlement of individuals of concern to us, in a strictly humanitarian
and non-political manner".

* ##* #
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Press Release IHA/2J3
2 May 1975

WEEKLY REPORT ON HUMANITARIAN AID BY UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM TO INDO-CHINA

The following is the second in a series of weekly reports on humanitarian
aid being provided by the United Nations system in Indo-China:

Contributions

Fifteen countries have so far responded to the Secretary-General's appeal
for contributions for emergency humanitarian assistance to Indo-China. The
value of these contributions now total more than $12.5 million. In addition,
contributions from other sources, including $6 million'worth of food from
the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
have added almost $7 million.

United Nations Activities

Since late March, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have been mobilizing
13)̂ 70 tons of relief supplies, valued at approximately $15,376,000 for the
affected areas. Following is a breakdown of commodities now in the peninsula,
on the way, or being obtained by:

(a) UNHCR: Food (7,̂ 10 metric tons) $̂ ,8̂ 7,̂ 00. Medical supplies and
equipment (51-5 metric tons) $1,1̂ 6,000, shelter material (360 metric tons)
$118,000, various supplies $250,000, transport storage and handling (including
a $1 million governmental pledge) $1,558,000. (Total dollar value $7,919,̂ 00.)

(b) UNICEF: Food (U,273 metric tons) $3,335,000,medical supplies and
equipment (509 metric tons), $2,322,000, shelter material (808 metric tons)
$1,U03,000, local assistance $367,000. (Total dollar value, including freight
$7,̂ 27,000.)

WFP/FAO is arranging shipments of 700 tons of canned meat and fish to
the peninsula through the UNHCR. In addition, a significant quantity of wheat
flour is being mobilized for dispatch through UNICEF and UNHCR.

« .V V. V. VK K K TV
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Press Release SG/SM/2180
1 May 1975

TEXT OF STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL ON VIET-NAM

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
on Viet-Nam issued today:

"War and devastation have characterized the last decades in Viet-Nam.
Now, the long and tragic battle has finally come to an end and the fighting
has stopped.

"The Secretary-General hopes that reconciliation and peace will now take
the place of dissension and conflict in Indo-China. For its part, the
United Nations will intensify its efforts to give humanitarian assistance
to all the peoples of the region on the request of the Governments concerned
and to help them to heal the wounds of war."

# #*# #



PRESS RELEASE

REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
OFFICE OF THE PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE UNITED NATIONS

844 UNITED NATIONS PtAM, SUITE S47-9. NEW YORK. N. V. 10017 • TEl : 668-3850

la view of the last developmeat in VietNam. the

Office of the Permanent Observer and the Consulate

General of the Republic of VietNam have beea closed.

f
t New York, April 3C , /-i
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Note No. 3910
28 April 1975

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS

The following statement was issued today by the Secretary-General's
spokesman regarding foreign nationals in Phnom Penh.

The Secretary-General has received further information on the critical
situation of the foreign nationals now in the French Embassy in Phnom Penh.
The Secretary-General is doing all he can to assist in solving this problem.
He has been in contact with a number of governments and has sent messages
to Prince Sihanouk, as well as to the new authorities in Phnom Penh, asking
them to facilitate measures to alleviate the present situation.

-x- *** *
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Press Release SG/SM/2178
IHA/232

25 April 1975

IRELAND ANNOUNCES CONTRIBUTION FOR HUMANITARIAN AID IN INDO-CHINA

Following is the text of a note dated 2k April to Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim from the Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United
Nations regarding its contribution for humanitarian aid in Indo-China:

The Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United Nations presents
his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and in response
to the Secretary-General's recent appeal for United Nations humanitarian
assistance in Indo-China, has the honour to reply that the Government of
Ireland had decided to make available a sum of £50,000* towards the relief
of distress in Viet-Nam and Cambodia.

Of this amount, £20,000 is being contributed to the Irish Red Cross for
the International Committee of the Red Cross and £30,000 is being contributed
in response to the joint appeal by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
and the Office of the United Nation High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

* JJ_St_3t_ V
A A J\ TV

* Equivalent to $US 121,6514-. 50
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Press Release SG/SM/2178
IHA/232

25 April 1975

IRELAND ANNOUNCES CONTRIBUTION FOR HUMANITARIAN AID IN INDO-CHINA

Following is the text of a note dated 2k April to Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim from the Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United
Nations regarding its contribution for humanitarian aid in Indo-China:

The Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United Nations presents
his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and in response
to the Secretary-General's recent appeal for United Nations humanitarian
assistance in Indo-China, has the honour to reply that the Government of
Ireland had decided to make available a sum of £50,000* towards the relief
of distress in Viet-Nam and Cambodia.

Of this amount, £20,000 is being contributed to the Irish Red Cross for
the International Committee of the Red Cross and £$0,000 is being contributed
in response to the joint appeal by the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),

##-* *

Equivalent to $US 121,6514.. 50
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Press Release SG/SM/217̂
IHA/229

17 April 1975

GRAND ORDER OF MALTA CONTRIBUTES $15,000 FOR HUMANITARIAN AID IN INDO-CHINA

Following is the text of a letter to Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim
from Quintin Jermy Gwyn, of the Grand Order of Malta, regarding its contribu-
tion for humanitarian aid in Indo-Cliina:

"The appalling situation in the Far East and the plight of more than
two million refugees has shaken the conscience of the •world.

"Our Order has the particular duty to care for the sick and the poor
and we have launched today a general campaign addressed to all Grand Priors,
Presidents of National Associations and Heads of Mission to send contributions
to the central fund in the Grand Magistry to help in this world crisis.

"At the same time we have already activated assistance in the distressed
areas through our organization of the German Malteser Hilfsdienst which, as
you may know, has been operating for many years now in Viet-Nam. They have
established a "base in Saigon and at the moment are assisting to unload a
shipload of medical equipment and will be responsible also for its distribution,

"As an immediate gesture of our great sympathy I have the honour of
enclosing a cheque for US$15,000 which I would ask you to receive in name
of the Government of the Order."

#
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Press Release SG/SM/2173
IHA/228

17 April 1975

FINLAND ANNOUNCES CONTRIBUTION FOR HUMANITARIAN AID IN DTOO-CHIHA

Following is the text of a note dated 7 April to Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim from the Permanent Representative of Finland to the United
Nations, regarding its contribution for humanitarian assistance in the
Viet-Nam area;

"The Permanent Representative of Finland to the United Nations presents
his compliments to His Excellency the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and, in response to the Secretary-General's appeal of April 1st, 1975, has
the honour to inform him that the Government of Finland has decided to give
1.500.CCO* Finnish marks for humanitarian assistance of the civilian population
in the Viet-Nam area. This contribution will be channelled as follows;
500.000 Finnish marks through UNICEF, 500.000 Finnish marks through UNHCR and
500.000 Finnish marks through the International Red Cross."

* Equivalent to $US U28,571.
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•-V/. ...:.' :- Press Release SG/SM/2172
: . . -IHA/227

I? April 1975

NEW ZEALAND ANNOUNCES CONTRIBUTION FOR HUMANITARIAN AID IK•INDO-CHINA

• Following is the text of a letter dated 11 April to Secretary-General
Kurt Waldheim from Michael Mansfield, Charge d'Affairs of the New Zealand
Mission to the United Nations, regarding New- Zealand's contribution to
international relief efforts in Indc-China: • •

"I have the honour to inform you that the New Zealand Government has
been following with close attention recent developments in Indochina and has
been concerned to respond as best it can with humanitarian assistance in
accordance with your appeal of Jl March. The broad outlines of .New Zealand's
contribution as a whole to international relief efforts in Ind9china have
begun to take shape and my Government has instructed me to inform you of the
measures being taken.

"The New Zealand contribution comprises three distinct operations. The •>.
most important of these is the provision of supplies and/or funds to the
international agencies working in the area. New Zealand has already made
available free of 'charge to UNICEF 0̂ tonnes of skim milk powder "for relief
operations in Phnom Penh and 29 tonnes of half cream milk powder for use in
the northern provinces of South Vietnam. In addition New :Zealand will con-
tribute NZ$100,000 (US$155,000) to the International Committee of the Red
Cross and NZ$700,000 (US$9̂ 5,000) to the joint UNHCR/UNICEF operation in
Indochina. The latter commitment is to be made available in cash or kind and
an endeavour is to be made to ensure as large a proportion as possible should
be made up of New Zealand food and other supplies. A list of relief supplies
currently available in New Zealand or in New Zealand held stocks in South-
East Asia which may be drawn on against this pledge is attached.

"Secondly, the New Zealand Government is providing supplies on a bilateral
basis to the Saigon area. Some 12,000 Ibs. of skim milk powder have been flown
into Saigon in the last week and consultations are continuing on the need for
the provision of further food or medical supplies. New Zealand Air Force
Bristol and Hercules (C-IJO) aircraft are being used for transport purposes.

(more)
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Press Release SG/SM/2171
17 April 1975

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL ON HIMANITABIAN ASSISTANCE TO'INDO-CHINA

AT PRESS BRIEFING AT HEADQUARTERS ON 17 APRIL -

On the occasion of the International Conference on Viet-Nam in Paris in
February 1973, I emphasized that the United Nations stood ready to assume its
responsibilities wherever and whenever it was called upon to offer useful and
realistic assistance. At that time I also made it clear that "should the
Governments of the area so desire, the United Nations and its family of
organizations could play a significant role in receiving, co-ordinating and
channelling international relief and rehabilitation assistance to the
Governments and peoples of the area. Such aid would, of course, be provided
without discrimination of any kind",

Ever since that time the United Nations system has been operating on this
basis, providing humanitarian assistance without discrimination wherever and
whenever requested. it has persevered successfully in this task deepite
the military situation whicn obviously makes it much more difficult to help
the victims of this War.

On Jl March, I appealed to all concerned to do everything within their
means to relieve the plight of innocent persons, including those who have
been displaced. I also earnestly requested the governing authorities on all
sides of the fighting to do their utmost to limit the suffering of innocent
people.

In the following week, I met in Rome with the heads of all United Nations
agencies and programmes who fully endorsed and supported the initiatives I
had taken to mobilize increased humanitarian assistance throughout Indo-China.
At this same time, I appointed Sir Robert Jackson, whose long and comprehen-
sive experience in this field is well known, to co-ordinate at United Nations
Headquarters all efforts of the United Nations system to respond to this •
hwnanitarian emergency. In particular, the United Nations Children's Fund
fUNICEF) and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), which have had continuing programmes of humanitarian assistance en
both sides of the conflict in Indo-China,are intensifying their emergency
operations in Indo-China.

(more)
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Press Release
IHA

17 April 1975

NORWAY CONTRIBUTES $70̂ ,579 FOR HUMANITARIAN AID IN INDO-CHINA

Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim has received a contribution of $70̂ 579
from the Royal Norwegian Government in response to his appeal for humanitarian
assistance in Indo-China.

The Secretary-General has expressed his marked appreciation of this
generous action.
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Press Release SG/SM/2l6̂
1 AprJ1 1975

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL ON INDO-CHINA

I am deeply concerned over reports of increasing suffering and the
mounting death toll among the civilian population in Indo-China. I appeal
to all who may be in a position to help to do everything within their means
to relieve the plight of innocent persons, including those who have "been
displaced. To the governing authorities concerned on all sides of the
fighting, I address an earnest request that effective efforts be made to
limit the suffering of innocent people, especially women and children.

To Governments and individuals everywhere I appeal for increased
humanitarian assistance to help meet essential needs of the millions who
find themselves in such tragic conditions of deprivation'and suffering.

If donors have no other preferred way of giving, I appeal to them to
do so in the first instance through the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), both
of which have programmes of humanitarian assistance on both sides of the
conflict.

*** #
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BEU/MD
31 March 1975


