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CONVERSATION ™ITH TEE : 4 LGN MINISTER, MONSIEUR

intry for a short while, and
ituation of T_ 1xembourg.

band on the

- ) aF 17 a ¥
zone while the

3

ang have now oceupied 1/3 of, Iuxembourg
the recent onsgls “_u. Up to now this part of the country has not been libor-
ated, 3 the richest agricultural regzinn of thHe Grand
Luxembourg Ghverment T*r. kong that
1ogt during rcoent mili aperations .
usual at thisg seasm E R slrug}tcrfﬂ he pig and the

found o great amount of fresh meat, bacon and hams which
ported to Germeny. Thio has eontributed to the sor iousnegs 5f the situation
since Luxembourg G worazent counted o Lg neat for supnlying their needs.
11Ch nercentrge of the eattle whi hed been evacuated before the invasion
Y be slaugl ‘eri beenuse of laek of food stuffs snnd a le rge quantity
neat thue obtained had been stored in enld stnrede denots one of whicl
was &t Dickireh And since this tovm has been ccupied by. the Germans it is
supnosed that they will h en away 8 edible Oﬁ“ﬂar:cs; while from one
of the fourteen flour mills ik the new ecunied zone the mans toock
away 79 truck londs ‘flo
been desgtroyed or
ﬁLié to return
This will
and xembourg will have
ki, afﬁcr tncy have been

On the vhole,

had Lccr.d-'_ * (303 N o T y
deteriorat here are nn longer stocks of
13 our, egetables Tfruit nnd meat are in wvc ry
the' Black Merket, hitheits non cxistent is &

gtocks »f leather in the town of Wilts where most
the country is =ituated ve been *Vlunﬂt red by
f supnlying the coun 1‘“1: with fostwear is,
: 80 that when the Mission left the cauntr'.
Minister has told me that ‘thére are now n¢ 0es for children and that
least thirty thomsand »airs of shyes are needed he need is imediate
the nonulation was evacuated from » newly invaded 4 F.;Lq left

.A..J

vﬂlk many miles
'« Bvacuated people, 4 °1 the population of the nev invaded district of
Inxembiurg has been evacunted., 4 certiin the evacuees pene-
trated into Belgium as far as Brusscls. ’)‘r}m"# wore stonmed at Bastogne where
they remained thlnurh yut the whale seige, Some finally E:,-;‘gu.'“.tg.:i_ to the
Southern part of the Gramd Duchy and to the city of ILuxembourg itself. . Most
of the peoaple are commletely destitute and supnlies are mst urgently necded.




As they are mostly farmers they have begome a food consuming instéad of a
food rrodueing part of the population and the Government reckons that about
15 thousand new evacuees have been added to the twenty four thousand people

evacuated before the recent invasion.

5. Economic and financial situation. The economic and financial situation

has become very serious indeed and commereé¢ is at a complete standstill, while
unemmloyment is general., The Government has not only to pay unemployment
relief to the local people as well as to forty thousand evaeuees, - This

meang that about seventy thousand people out of a population of three hundred
and twenty five thousand are being supported by the Government.

Each person draws an average of thirty eight francs per day (thirty two francs
for non-married people up to forty four francs for married couples with chil-
dren) This means & drily exvenditure of 2,660,000 francs ver day. The Govern-
ment has to pay also for certain expenditures made bty the American Army in

F

the country, e.g2. billeting, office snace, requisitioning and so on. The
hope that Luxembourg would be eredited with American $§ has so far not materia-
lized snd there seems little chance of it being realized nt the moment.

As tlready reported earlidr part of the HADIR nlant has been nut into opera-
tion by the ‘merican Army. (This makes grey joints for the illied Arsies) -The
Iuxembourg Government has waid for this entire oneratinn - that is tao say for

raw materials, labour and manngement of the nlant and for the joints themselves.
Exenditure totals to date one hundred million Inxembourg francs.

The Inxembourg GAvernment has now declared that they refuse to comntinue with
this disastrous policy And they have requested the Amerienn Lrmy to pay for the
operation Hf ‘this plant themselves btut no sslution to this problem has so far
been found, i

The normnl budget of the Crand Duchy is five hundred million francs per annum.
When the Government réturned to ILuxembourg the Be

to them a stock of seven hundred million Belgian franes which is now nearing
exhaustion. The netwnrk of railvays is onerated by the Government for the
Aperiean ‘rmy vhich means that the Government has to pay the full wages of
twenty thousand railway workers withwmt any real benefit to the country itself,

The average wage of the railwny worker is between seventy nnd eighty francs
ner 4day., '

Finally, the Government has now declared to the Steel Industry that they are
unable to meet the expenses necessary for the mayment of their unemployed
workers. On the other hand the steel vorks have deelared that their financial
situation does not allow them t0 eontimue to pay these idle workers for any
length of time ahd this situation is bound to have serious consequences unless
a speedy and satisfaectory sohlution is found. ; :

UNRRA. The Foureign Minist
UNRRA Mission return as s

er said that the Government would like to see the

. m Ag possible but, he hored, not without supplies,.
4 certain amount of relief supnlies mst be shortly brought into the country
if serious -nlitieal disturbances were to be avoided. The Government, there-
fore, hones that the Enzlish nnd Averican suthorities will see their way to
meke efficient use »f UNRRA with Ag little delay as nossible.

8]

CONCLUSION: My impression is that the situation in Tuxembourg is very serious
and hag deteriorated sinece I left the euntry. The Govermment seems to fear po-
litienl difficultice if ngsistance is nst fortheoming soon. They also are con-
sidering the possibility of beeoming & non-paying country and I am under the im-
pression that they will do everything in their rower to immrove the tragic =light
of their penple., ' '
I recommend that a certain nmount of supnlies, especially of children's footwenr
clothing and food be nlaced at the disnnsal 5f the Grand Duchy nt the ecarliest

ible moment nnd that the ‘dministratison takes into consideratinon the seriouse

7f the situation which has arisen in Iuxembourg as a result of the latest
mman invasgion, .
Clilef »f the UNRRA Misgsinn
Luxenbourg
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‘ I avail myself of this opportunity to hand you enclosed letter No. Museum
6898 RB/emj/WE/1L/1 of December 12th, together with enclosure, which just
arrived for you from London,

N. GEHLEN

Chief




0ld-age and Invalidity Insurance

1) 0ld-Age Pension

Example for*a worker with one m.l 15 year 13 he worker having reached
66th year on December 30th 1938:

The revaluation coefficients of. the wages

5 R Ay ;
to 1925 are:

4
"
ct

1917,
1919 4as 245
) 1921 e.1,75
1923 yue 1,3
e - i
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Earnings during the working period

Number of Revaluation
working days .

300

280

260

280

310

305

290

280

300

255

300

280

300

312

1926 290
1927 300
1928 305
1929 300
1930 300
1931 : 300
1932 300
1933 300
1934 300
1935 300
1936 300
: 00 . | . saespr i TS 16,500, =
275 13,000,~

10,000,~
')- \-JOOO =
8. ?5CI i
10,000, -
12,000,~
12,500,=
6,000, -
7500, =
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7 922 daoys TS, 301,825, -

'.l'-_I'lLl';l AVETEEFE 1‘-"'..'.'-'_3 amoumt U £ 3+
a) The basic pension ¢ orrespon ul,'
amounts to 25% of the anhusl avera
11 179.x 25
100

ve-mentioned 1200 da
? 922 - 1 200 = 6 722

722 w JI".'-.J.I';;_,. .@.}’S




frs - 2 0’1”9"‘*, ?5
" 1.475,63
I 4,27 , 0L

frs. 4.697,42,
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1% of 49.650 frs, ..
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ad 6th November,
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2 SuXemoourg

‘-’.l-tLrJ.l)_’ ul,«'&r [1Df‘_l1 .II tl’sc

activitie f the h"f‘ I ! the current week have been delayed by
2 ub_TdAJu ( 11 <ouls and A1l durinf which z2ll offices were:gloseds
However, some progress '

(1) Dre Vine arrived on Saturday cv:nin; and on Monday morning. 4+ introduced
him to Col, Fraser who was kind enough to ex lain the whole situation. He
concerned that the enforced evacuation of the eastern part of the country may
provoke epidemics (typhus or typhoid), '

ER

econversation with Cel. fraser introduced Dr. Vine to the other

the SHAEF Mission,
The Frime Minister then granted us an interview and I seized this op;
tunity. to present Dre Vine to hi 1 furthermore¢ introduced Dr, Vine to His
Excellency Mr. Bodson, Ministe C Justice and 4fublic Healths

(2) Supply: In the FROCH Cl the same day I had a conference with the
Heads of al he supply services of the Luxembourg Government. At tnls conf;ranca
the following i 1

Mr, Putz, Councilor to the Gov :roment, A
Profe Je.P.Buchler, # f the. Y¢pts. of lood Li'-_,l;
Mr, HeGlzscner, ittache to the %avurnmunt,
9 18 SI'08 ¢
Dre Walter ¢~r:, gad of the ”;pt- CE Industrial Sup
Mr, 4, heickex igad of the Vepte. of Fuel,
gen, . . ‘cad of the VMepte of Mineral
1a 1{(,3_(.._‘01'1 .S
kir, E, Majerus, Attache to the Uovernment

sectionof the Foreign Uffig;s.

Ma jor Konsbruck took the chair and introduced mec to his assistants,

4t was agreed that new requircment lists would be drawn.up by each of the
Services concerncd, Thes¢ lists will be based on the pesent sit tuation of the
country and will takec into :ccount the ngcds of Luxembourg for the 6 mpenths'
period beginning with March lst 19u5. Before their completion, all itoms will
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