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On the 22nd of October, 1962, the President of the
United States of America made a statement in uhich he
announced that he had given orders to the armed forces of
the USA to halt all ships bound for Cuba, to search then,
to turn back those carrying cargo described by American

authorities as "offensive11 weapons and to extend this

measure arbitrarily to affect also other types of cargo and

carriers. By resorting to these measures, the United States

have in fact imposed a blockade on Cuba.

At the sa:ae tine, the President of the United States
ordered continued and increased close surveillance of Cuba

and also gave orders for the despatch of considerable
reinforcements of military units to the anerican military
base of G-uantanamo in Cuba. U.S. armed forces arc being
alerted also outside the territory of the United States.

These acts of the United States, accompanied by a

torrent of irresponsible hysterical attacks, a deliberate

stepping-up of v/arlilce psychosis and carefully pre~i:editated

military provocations, have justly aroused the indignation

of the widest sections of the world public opinion. lEhey
constitute an unprecedented interference in natters within

the exclusive internal conpetence of this free latin American
country, a criminal attempt at a reversal of the social
development in Cuba, and are directed against all peace-
loving nations, against peace in the entire world.

35ie imperialism of the United States has since the
very beginning adopted an extremely hostile attitude against
Revolutionary Cuba whose people has got rid of the domination

of American monopolies and their Batista-type puppets. By
all means at its disposal, the American imperialism was

trying to strangle Cuba economically in the hope that a

threat of starvation vd.ll bring the people of Cuba down



to its knees. Indeed, It was not for the first tim© -that
the United States of America hoped to Achieve similar .
results through economic blockade and a policy of gross -
pressuree But Just as the attempt to blockade economically
the Socialist countries proved completely.ineffectual, so
the attempts of the USA at an economic blockade of Cuba
equally ended in bankrupt*

At the same- time, American imperialism endeavoured
to achieve a political and diplomatic isolation of Cuba,
The United States severed diplomatic relations' with Cuba
and devoted no small effort to bringing particularly the
Latin American countries into the anti-Cuban front* However,
neither the grossest extortion nor pressure have brought
the expected result to the American imperialists*

The United States did not even shrink from engineering
in April 1961 a treacherous invasion of Cuba by mercenaries
which the United States had armed, trained and shipped to
Cuba.

One would have expected that the American imperialists
learned.-a lesson from the inglorious end at Playa Giron.'.
However, the present measures for the blockade of Cuba • -
testify to the contrary* The American imperialism is again
preparing to raise an armed! fist against the people of Cuba ..
and in pursuing its ends does not hesitate to throw the world
on the brink of a war catastrophe.

The blockade from the United States is an overt
aggressive action, and is even admitted and characterized
by the United States itself as a forcible measure. In such
n way, the United States has committed a most flagrant
violation of the very fundamental principle of contemporary
international law - the prohibition of aggression.



International law and the United Nations Charter oblige
members to refrain in their international relations from the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or.
political independence of any State, or in any other-.manner
inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations. The -
United States of America not only has used and is using its
force against Cuba in order to induce it to change the course
of its development, but is even using threat of force against
the Soviet Union which is offering selfless assistance--to-Cuba
in the effort of Cuba to build the country and safeguard its
defence against enemy forces,

By declaring blockade against Cuba, the- United States
has grossly and wilfully encroached upon the freedom-of- the
high seas,.which is safeguarded under international law. The
high sea is open to all nations and, by the concurrent will
of all States, it has been exempted from the jurisdiction of
any individual State. An attack against the freedom of-the
high sea constitutes an attack on the rights and legitimate
interests of all States. On the high seas, all States enjoy
absolute freedom and equality in navigation, commerce, commu-
nications and scientific research and no State- or group of
States may claim sovereignty over a part of the high.sea or
interfere with its free and full use by other States.

Fo sovereign State can allow ships sailing under its
flag to be halted and searched by another State and impeded
in the pursuit of their course* Usurpation of such a right
by the United States can, therefore only lead to unpredictable
international conflicts. The declaration of a naval blockade
and the decision of the Government of the United States to
search cargoes carried by ships of third States bound for Cuba
constitutes open interference into the internal affairs of
those third States,
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The imposition of blockade on Cuba is the grossest
cynical mockery of all principles of humanity to which
the United States- likes to pay Pharisaic lip-service:
it is a measure devised to plunge the Cuban people back
into the serfdom of American monopolies and to- frighten
all nations trying to complete the liquidation of
colonialism and secure free and independent life* At the -
same time, this act of piracy is a dangerous blow to world
peace and an overt preparation for the unleashing of a
general conflict which the American imperialism expects
to stop the course of historyo

The militarist circles in the USA should at last
face the actual facts of present-day world* Irrevocably
past are the times when the American imperialists,
depending on their military power, were free to dictate
their arbitrary will to freedomloving nations. As a result
of a new situation and changed -balance of power in the
world, they have lost their military supremacy. Today
the most powerful missiles and nuclear weapons which are
an important safeguard of peace and security nre fortu-
nately in the hands of the Soviet Union. Any aggressor -
and the American militarists should not forget this - has
to reckon- with the fact that if he really dares to start
aggression he will suffer a deserved devastating retaliatory
blow.

Cuba is fully entitled to acquire and possess accord-
ing to its consideration weapons to protect freedom and -
independence of the country^ This is1 an inalienable right
of any/ State wishing to defend its security and sovereignty,,
It is all the more true about the people of Cuba which
since the victory of its revolution has had to counter day
by day continuous threats and aggressive actions perpetrated
by the United States.



No one can be convinced by the ridiculous allegations
of the United States representatives that such a small -
country as Cuba and its peaceloving people could endanger
the security of the United States* These allegations serve
only as- a hypocritical pretext for the imperinlist circles
of the USA to cover in front of the world -public their
aggressive actions against the Cuban people*

In its endeavour to settle all outstanding problems
with the United States by peaceful means, the Revolutionary .
Government of Cuba has already several times urged the-Unifro^
States Government to normalize its relations with Cuba, to
refrain from all attempts to reverse the present national
and revolutionary development in the country and to-stop
intrigues directed against the independence of Cuba, However,
all these proposals of the Government of Cuba have been
rejected by the United States- Government*

Faithful to the principles of its peaceful foreign
policy, the Czechoslovak Government resolutely condemns
in front of the whole world public this new aggressive
action of the Unite-d States Government and expresses -its -
full support to the just s-truggle of the-heroic people and
the Revolutionary Government of Cuba agninst the American
imperialism.

The Czechoslovak people and its Government will meet
fully and honestly their committments towards the Republic .
of Cuba ensuing from the friendly relations with that country
and from the obligations under the United Nations Charter.

The Government and the people of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic rightfully expect that the United States
Government will realize in time the danger of playing with
fire which Is kindling and will revoke without delay all
aggressive and provocative measures taken against the
Republic of Cuba,



Being aware of the extraordinary gravity of the situat-
ion created as a result of the aggressive steps taken by the
United States Government, against Cuba the Czechoslovak Go-
vernment renders its unqualified support to the Declaration
of the Government of the USSR of October 23. this year and to
its request that the Security Council should discuss without
delay "the violation of the United Nations Charter and the
threat to peace by the United States of America"* The Security
Council which was entrusted the basic responsibility for the
preservation-of international peace and security must adopt
resolute measures to stop the aggressor and to prevent
arbitrary defiance of the United Nations Charter by American
imperialism*

The Czechoslovak people} dedicated to its peaceful
creative work in building its Socialist fatherlsnd, will
answer the insolent provocations of the imperialists by a.
still greater endeavour and unity in the interest of a further
strengthening of the political^ economic and defensive forces
of the Republic,

Side by side with the Soviet Union and" the other
Socialist countries and all peaceloving nations, the Czecho-
slovak Socialist. Republic will on its part do everything to
thwart the new imperialist aggression of the United States
Government and to maintain and strengthen world peace*

October 23, 1962



YUGOSLAV

Published by the Yugoslav Information -Center, 816 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N.Y.

"Vol. Ill No. 190 October 24, 1962

, PRESIDENT TITO'S STATEMENT'ON THE "CUBAN SITUATION ' / . " ' -

Belgrade? Octo&er 24, 1962 r TANJUG: • , ;

• ; With reference to the present situation in connection with Cuba, President
-•Tito has made the following statement:

' "On b'ehalf of the government and peoples of Yugoslavia, I share the pr«-
•found anxiety of all the countries of the world over the .situation that is devel-
oping in connection with Cuba, threatening to plunge mankind into a new all-
destructive war.V < •'

•'"• ' "It is impossible to avqid the impression that the United States Govern*
ment -withi its one-sided decisions has assumed a very grave responsibility*"

"Consistent with our policy of peace and international cooperation, it is
• our conviction that it was both possible and indispensable to solve and resolve

the disputes that have provoked the present difficult situation through the media*
tion of the United Nations and by direct negotiations of the interested sides on
terms of equality."

"I am confident that every possibility has not been exhausted of avoiding
the worst with the necessary good will and before it is too late and to find a
peaceable settlement in the interest of all nations."

"To carry out these tasks, the most called-upon arid most efficacious organ
is the United Nations. To this end it would be necessary immediately to convene a
special session of the United Nations General Assembly.."

"In order to secure the success of this action, the efforts of all the
countries of the world, and above all, the cooperation of the countries to the
dispute, is indispensable.."

"I feel that an indispensable condition and the first step towards the
successful outcome of these negotiations would be urgently to suspend the measures
taken that have directly caused the situation and to refrain from the intimated
further measures. &t the same time I feel that it is indispensable for all other
countries to bind themselves to refrain from any measures and acts that might pro-
tract the relaxation of the situation that has set in and the attainment of an
agreed solution."

A copy of this materiel has been filed with the Registration Section, DepoHf.-ieni of Justice,

Washington, D.C.j where the registration statement of the Yugoslav Information Center,

816 Fifth Avenue, New York 21, N.Y., as an agency of the Vugoslav Government, Belgrade,

Yugoslavia, is available for inspection. The fact of registration does not Indicate approval

or disapproval of this material by the Government of the UniteJ States of America.
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U. N. DAY OBSERVANCE

Belgrade, October 23 - TANJUG:

"The present strained situation in connection with Cuba is cause for grave: .
concern because it contains extremely dangerous implications," said President Tito
in his statement in observance of United Nations Day. ' '•'• -'

'•• ... . . •:; ••"• ••'•'.
"The measures that have already been taken," the President said, "and

possible other unilate'tai. ac.tion.s--»lght biririg; world[peace into danger,., ,̂..w.ay out
of this situation can be found only by seeking a;solution by peaceable means and
not by relying on force. We hold that the United Nations offers the most suitable
.;and the only;; way'.

! to £±nd a "'corresponding settlement in the spirit of the Charter of
that Organization." He also said, with reference to the Indian-Chinese conflict,
that it was indispensable to find a timely solution, and to establish peace in that
paj;t of the: wprld. ,. iv;..J:- ,-.;;'. -"--^ '•--' ",' . ......'.'... . _• ' .; v , -'••'• •'}
-I..v. :--: ' ""•• :'::':!':'- '-::-' :" '''','".' '."_ :..- ; ;,.•; • . •••' ••:••' ' "••'•:'

-i.,!J?-h.e, ;V ice-pares ideiit:'of the Yugdslav Na'tional Assembly, Vladimir Simic,.in
a lecture delivered at a formal function to mark United Nations Day, stated here
this evening that instead of the one-sided, action,, that, is now being under-taken
again&£.,Cubai. international understahding, understanding based on the principles
and within the United-'Nations is indispensable.

YUGOSLAV'"INFORMATION CENTER '
816 Fifth'-A^enue''--r:---:l'i:':i"llIi: "•'•:-'""--
New York 21, N. Y. ''v

l""s-ciAgs: MIL.' •....;.."•
"•""•"' '' ' '' "
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UNITED STATES MISSION
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Press Release Mo, lj-097
November 17, 1962

Following are texts of notes from the United Statcc Mission to the United

Kotions to the Acting Secretary General and .to the Fennenont Mission of Cute

to tlit United Nations, November 17, 1962.

To the Acting Secretary General:

"The Representative of the United States of America to the United Nations
presents h.ls compliments to the Secretary General of the United Nations and
has the honor to enclose a copy of a note which has been delivered today to
the Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations."

To the Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations:

"The United States Mission to the United Nations wishes to call to the
attention of the Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations tfce illegal
and reprehensible actions on the part of Roberto Santiesteban Casanova, Jose
Gomez Abad and Elsa Montero de Gomez who are assigned as members of the Permanent
Mission.

"The apprehension and arrest of Santiesteban by representatives of this
government today resulted from his actions as a. participant in a conspiracy
to commit sabotage within this country. Santiesteban does not possess diplomatic
immunity. He will be subject to prosecution under United States Federal
Statutes.

"Jose Gomez Abad and Elsa Montero de Gomez also actively participated as
co-conspirators in this criminal conspiracy. Their activities are a gross violk-
tion of their status as members of a permanent mission to the United Nations.
The United States Government considers this criminal activity a most flagrant
abuse of the privileges of residence.

"The Permanent Mission of Cuba is requested to effect the immediate
departure of Jose Gomez Abad and Elsa Monterr• de Gomea from the United States.
The Acting Secretary General of the United Nations has been informed of these
actions and of the contents of this note."

# # # # # # # #



FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE UNITED NATIONS

46O PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

MURRAY HILL 8-2333

PRESS RELEASE

FEDERAL REPUBLIC Of GERMANY BREAKS OFF RELATIONS WITH CUBA

The following note has been sent to the Government of Cuba "by

the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany i

" The Government of the Federal Republic Of Germany has

noted that the Government of the Republic of Cuba has estab-

lished diplomatic relations with the regime ruling in the

Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany.

The Federal Government has never left any doubt that it

considers the establishment of diplomatic relations with this

regime by states with which it is itself maintaining diplomatic

relations, as an unfriendly act directed against the vital

interests of the German people. Nor has the Federal Government

left any more doubt about the fact that in such an event it

would have to review its relations with the state concerned.

The Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany is no state within the

meaning of international law. It is in fact a part of Germany

that is kept artificially separated from the rest of Germany by

a foreign power and by a regime constituted by that power. The

regime in no way conforms with the will of the German people

nor does it conform with the will of that part of the people

living in the Zone. The population of the Zone has never had

the opportunity to manifest its will in a democratic manner.

The regime there is maintaining itself only by force and under

the shield of the troops of a foreign power. How little the

regime is in harmony with the real will of the population is

proved by the fact that it has not been able to check the steady
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flow of Germans who had to flee from the terror of the regime,
other than by setting up "barbed-wire entanglements and laying
mine-fields along the demarcation line bordering on the free
part of Germany and by erecting a wall in Berlin. The continued
existence of this regime and the fact that the German people in
the Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany are denied any demonstration
of their will, constitute a gross violation of the principle of
self-determination which is accepted and recognized by all
nations of the world. The German people, like any other, have
a right to self-determination.

The view held by the Federal Government with regard to the
regime in the Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany is in harmony with
the opinion held by the vast majority of the community Of nat-
ions. Only a small minority of states, i.e. exclusively the com-
munist ones, with which Cuba is now joining forces, have recog-
nized the Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany and have established
diplomatic relations with it.

The federal Government has with growing concern followed
the Cuban Government's increasing rapprochement towards the
regime in the Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany and it has re-
peatedly expressed that concern. It has shown the greatest
patience in view of the Cuban Government's unfriendly attitude
towards the Federal Republic as it has been reflected in state-
ments by official personalities and in the Cuban press. Its
patience sprang from the traditional feelings of friendship
which the German people have for the Cuban people.

However, the establishment by Cuba of diplomatic relations
with the Soviet-Occupied Zone of Germany is an act of the se-
verest contempt of the principle of self-determination of nat-
ions and is apt to cause a further aggravation of the partition
of Germany. The Federal Government sees in it a grave violation.
of the vital interests of the German people and therefore sees
itself compelled to break off its diplomatic and consular re-
lations with the Republic of Cuba and to draw the resultant
economic conclusions.- "

New York, January 16, 1963





U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Services
Office of Public Information

United Nations, W.Y.

(For use of information media -- not an official record)

C A U T IQ N Press Release
Wot for release before T January 1963
8 p.m. (SSI) Monday, 7 January

LEK.T5R FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA TO SECRETARY-GENERAL U THA3CT

The following letter, dated 7 January 19̂ 3̂  signed by Carlos M. Lechuga, Perma-

nent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, was given to Secretary-General

U Thant today:

(Unofficial translation from Spanish)

On instructions from my government and with the request that they be made availa-

ble to the President of the Security Council, I have the honor of sending you copies

of the message which the Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba, Fidel

Castro, addressed to you on 28 October 1962* and of the statement of 25 November of

the same year by the National Directorate of the Integrated Revolutionary Organiza-

tions and the Council of Ministers**, so that they can be included in the files of

that body with regard to the crisis in the Caribbean.

At the same time I request that you ask the President of the Security Council to

issue instructions so that those documents are distributed to the Member States, and

we request that you kindly circulate the text of this letter to all Member States of

the United Nations.

As you know, Mr. Secretary-General, the negotiations carried on with your gene-

rous intervention have not led to an eff&ctdve agreement capable of guaranteeing, in

a permanent way, the peace of the Caribbean and in liquidating the existing tensions.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba considers that, essentially, those negotia-

tions have not produced agreements acceptable to Cuba because the Government of

the United States, far from renouncing its aggressive and interventionist policy

with respect to the Republic of Cuba, has maintained the position of force assumed in

flagrant violation of international juridical principles.
(more)

* Doc. A/5271
** Doc. S/5210
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7 January 1963

The Cuban Government has expressed, and takes this opportunity to ratify that

viewpoint, that it does not consider as effective any agreement other than one which

would include the consideration of the five points or measures which, as minimum

guarantees to peace in the Caribbean, our Prime Minister Fidel Castro stresses in his

declaration of 28 October 1962 which is attached.

These Cuban demands are "based on elementary principles of international law.

They are not irrational demands and Cuba considers that no one within the United

Hatio'ua can validly object to them, without disowning the foundations of that world

organization. Consequently the Cuban Government understands that even the simple

promise of no invasion "by the Government of the United States, which, on the other

hand, has not even been formalized, would not constitute any type of guarantee for

our country and would not safeguard peace in the Caribbean.

We would like to call attention to the fact that the Government of the United

States, besides the aggressions committed against Cuba and the preparaticns carried out

to launch an armed invasion of our country, that placed the world on the brink of war,

-- a war avoided by virtue of the agreements that provided a pledge on the part of

the United States to cancel its aggressive and criminal policy against Cuba — even

refuses to guarantee that it will not once again violate the Charter of the United

Nations by invading 'Cuba } en invasion under the pretext that our country has not

accepted international inspection, as has been publicly reiterated throughout this

issue.

The Government of Cuba understands that to accept or not an inspection of its

territory is the sovereign right of a nation, and that to offer the pledge of no

invasion, which is equal to not committing an international crime, on condition that

the country it intends to invade will accept an inspection of its territory, is a

preposterous insolence.

On the other hand the Government of Cuba understands that the Soviet Government

fulfilled the requirement of verification which it offered in the letter from Prime

Minister Mkita Khrushchev of 28 October 19<$2, when it permitted the checking on the

high seas of the withdrawal of the medium-range ballistic missiles with nuclear war-

heads, and in accepting a similar means of verification with regard to the IL-28

bombers. Consequently the deraand of the Government of the United States lacks founda-

tion and practical objective and is a simple pretext in order not to carry out its

part of the agreement but to insist on the policy of aggression against Cuba.

The Government of Cuba also forcefully rejects the statement of the Government

of the United States in which it reserves the right to carry out its own inspection

and control by other means. It is truly alarming and a challenge to the United

(more}
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Nations that a power should officially announce its decision to inspect the territory

of a member country. This implies an intolerable violation of national sovereignty,

•which Cuba denounces.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba has already said that it would "be -willing

to accept a multiple system of verification in the countries of the Caribbean zone

which would include the corresponding territory of the United States, which would

t.̂ -or: the verification of the fulfillment of accepted agreements, if the United

Ctatfes would accept as its own obligation the adoption of the five measures or points

demanded by the Cuban Government.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba regrets that the negotiations carried out

under a Security Council agreement and given impetus by you, with nobility and im-

partiality, have not rained the happy conclusion which would safeguard peace in

this hemisphere and, consequently, peace in the world.

We repeat that the recent history of this crisis openly shows that the responsi-

bility of this failure and the continuation of the tensions that dramatically shocked,

all of humanity in days past, fall exclusively on the Government of the United States.

Once Strain the Revolutionary Government of Cuba declares that there is no

better solution to crites like these, than peaceful negotiations and discussions

among governments, based on the respect of the sovereign rights of each country and

on the acceptance of the principles of international law that determine the co-

existence of nations. These, however, have not been the ideas that have determined

the conduct of the Government of the United States, and it is its obstinate opposition

to any stable, satisfactory and dignified agreement that prevents us today from

reaching a real solution of the crisis.

Cuba reiterates its policy of peace and its acceptance of peaceful solution, but

it again declares, as stated in the joint statement of the National Directorate of

the Integrated Revolutionary Organizations and the Council of Ministers, that "to

their positions of strength we shall oppose our firmness; to the intent to humiliate

us, our dignity; to aggression, the resolve to fight to the last man."

The Cuban people, to quote the words of our Prime Minister during the recent

commemoration of the fourth anniversary of the Revolution, "always reserves itself

the complete right, in the face of its imperialist enemies and in the face of the

imperialist aggressors, to take all the measures that it deems necessary and to have

the weapons that it considers pertinent."

We have not abandoned that right.



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Services
Office of Public Information

United Nations, N.Y.

(For use of information media -- not an official record)

C A U T I O N Press Release SG/iklk
Not for release "before 7 January 1963
& p.m. (EST) Monday, 7 January

LE1TF.R FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA TO SECRETARY-GEaERAL U THAET

The following letter, dated 7 January 19̂ 3, signed by Carlos M. Lechuga, Perma-

nent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, was given to Secretary-General

U Thant today:

(Unofficial translation from Spanish)

On instructions from my government and with the request that they be made availa-

ble to the President of the Security Council, I have the honor of sending you copies

of the message which the Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba,, Fidel

Castro, addressed to you on 28 October 1962* and of the statement of 25 November of

the same year by the National Directorate of the Integrated Revolutionary Organiza-

tions and the Council of Ministers**, so that they can be included in the files of

that body with regard to the crisis in the Caribbean.

At the same time I request that you ask the President of the Security Council to

issue instructions so that those documents are distributed to the Member States, and

we request that you kindly circulate the text of this letter to all Member States of

the United Nations.

As you know, Mr, Secretary-General, the negotiations carried on with your gene-

rous intervention have not led to an effective agreement capable of guaranteeing, in

a permanent way, the peace of the Caribbean and in liquidating the existing tensions.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba considers that, essentially, those negotia-

tions have not produced agreements acceptable to Cuba because the Government of

the United States, far from renouncing its aggressive and interventionist policy

with respect to the Republic of Cuba, has maintained the position of force assumed in

flagrant violation of international juridical principles.

(more)

* Doc. A/5271
** Doc. S/5210
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The Cuban Government has expressed, and takes this opportunity to ratify that

viewpoint, that it does not consider as effective any agreement other than one which

would, include the consideration of the five points or measures which., as minimum

guarantees to peace in the Caribbean, our Prime Minister Fidel Castro stresses in his

declaration of 28 October 1962 which is attached.

These Cuban demands are based on elementary principles of international law.

They are not irrational demands and Cuba considers that no one within, ths Halted

EatioiiS can valiclly object to them, without disowning the foundations of that world

organization. Consequently the Cuban Government understands that even the simple

promise of no invasion by the Government of the United States, which, on the other

hand, has not even been formalized, would not constitute any type of guarantee for

our country and would not safeguard peace in the Caribbean.

We would like to call attention to the fact that the Government of the United

States, besides the aggressions committed against Cuba and the preparaticns carried out

to launch an armed invasion of our country, that placed the world on the brink of war,

-- a war avoided by virtue of the agreements that provided a pledge on the part of

the United States to cancel its aggressive and criminal policy against Cuba — even

refuses to guarantee that it will not once again violate the Charter of the United

Nations by invading Cuba, en invasion under the pretext that our country has not

accepted international inspection, as has been publicly reiterated throughout this

issue.

The Government of Cuba understands that to accept or not an inspection of its

territory is the sovereign right of a nation, and that to offer the pledge of no

invasion, which is equal to not committing an international crime, on condition that

the country it intends to invade will accept an inspection of its territory, is a

preposterous insolence.

On the other hand the Government of Cuba understands that the Soviet Government

fulfilled the requirement of verification which it offered in the letter from Prime

Minister Hikita Khrushchev of 28 October 1962, when it permitted the checking on the

high seas of the withdrawal of the medium-range ballistic missiles with nuclear war-
I

heads, and in accepting a similar means of verification with regard to the IL-28

bombers. Consequently the dejcand of the Government of the United States lacks founda-

tion and practical objective and is a simple pretext in order not to carry out its

part of the agreement but to insist on the policy of aggression against Cuba.

The Government of Cuba also forcefully rejects the statement of the Government

of the United States in which it reserves the right to carry out its own inspection

and control by other means. It is truly alarming and a challenge to the United

(more)
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Nations that a power should officially announce its decision to inspect the territory

of a member country. This implies an intolerable violation of national sovereignty,

which Cuba denounces.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba has already said that it would be willing

to accept a multiple system of verification in the countries of the Caribbean zone

•which would include the corresponding territory of the United States, which would

allow the verification of the fulfillment of accepted agreements, if the United

States would accept as its own obligation the adoption of the five measures or points

demanded by the Cuban Government.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba regrets that the negotiations carried out

under a Security Council agreement and given impetus by you, with nobility and im-

partiality, have not rosined the happy conclusion which would safeguard peace in

this hemisphere and, consequently, peace in the w6rld.

We repeat that the recent history of this crisis openly shows that the responsi-

bility of this failure and the continuation of the tensions that dramatically shocked,

all of humanity in days past, fall exclusively on the Government of the United States.

Once again the Revolutionary Government of Cuba declares that there is no

better solution to crises like these, than peaceful negotiations and discussions

among governments, based on the respect of the sovereign rights of each country and

on the acceptance of the principles of international law that determine the co-

existence of nations. These, however, have not been the ideas that have determined

the conduct of the Government of the United States, and it is its obstinate opposition

to any stable, satisfactory and dignified agreement that prevents us today from

reaching a real solution of the crisis.

Cuba reiterates its policy of peace and its acceptance of peaceful solution, but

it again declares, as stated in the joint statement of the National Directorate of

the Integrated Revolutionary Organizations and the Council of Ministers, that "to

their positions of strength we shall oppose our firmness; to the intent to humiliate

us, our dignity; to aggression, the resolve to fight to the last man,"

The Cuban people, to quote the words of our Prime Minister during the recent

commemoration of the fourth anniversary of the Revolution, "always reserves itself

the complete right, in the face of its imperialist enemies and in the face of the

imperialist aggressors, to take all the measures that it deems necessary and to have

the weapons that it considers pertinent."

We have not abandoned that right.

# V' JJ IJ \JL
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LBIÎ R FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA TO SECRETARY-GENERAL U THANT

The following letter, dated 7 January 1963, signed by Carlos M. Lechuga, Perma-

nent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations, was given to Secretary-General

U Thant today:

(Unofficial translation from Spanish)

On instructions from my government and with the request that they be made availa-

ble to the President of the Security Council, I have the honor of sending you copies

of the messRge -which the Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba,, Fidel

Castro, addressed to you on 28 October 1962* and of the statement of 25 November of

the same year by the National Directorate of the Integrated Revolutionary Organiza-

tions and the Council of Ministers'??*, so that they can be included in the files of

that body with regard to the crisis in the Caribbean.

At the same time I request that you ask the President of the Security Council to

issue instructions so that those documents are distributed to the Member States, and

we request that you kindly circulate the text of this letter to all Member States of

the United Nations.

As you know, Mr. Secretary-General, the negotiations carried on with your gene-

rous intervention have not led to an effective agreement capable of guaranteeing, in

a permanent way, the peace of the Caribbean and in liquidating the existing tensions.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba considers that, essentially, those negotia-

tions have not produced agreements acceptable to Cuba because the Government of

the United States, far from renouncing its aggressive and interventionist policy

with respect to the Republic of Cuba, has maintained the position of force assumed in

flagrant violation of international juridical principles.
(more)

* Doc. A/5271
** Doc. S/5210
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The Cuban Government has expressed,, and takes this opportunity to ratify that

viewpoint, that it does not consider as effective any agreement other than one which

would include the consideration of the five points or measures which, as minimum

guarantees to peace in the Caribbean, our Prime Minister Fidel Castro stresses in his

declaration of 28 October 1962 which is attached.

These Cuban demands are based on elementary principles of intematisnal law.

They are not irrational demands and Cuba considers that no one wl th.In th.fi Dai ted

Katie/as can validly object to them, without disowning the foundations of that world

organization. Consequently the Cuban Government understands that even the simple

promise of no invasion by the Government of the United States, which, on the other

hand, has not even been formalized, would not constitute any type of guarantee for

our country and would not safeguard peace in the Caribbean.

We would like to call attention to the fact that the Government of the United

States, besides the aggressions committed against Cuba and the preparaticns carried out

to launch an armed invasion of our country, that placed the world on the brink of war,

-- a war avoided by virtue of the agreements that provided a pledge on the part of

the United States to cancel its aggressive and criminal policy against Cuba — even

refuses to guarantee that it will not once again violate the Charter of the United

Nations by invading 'Cuba } en invasion under the pretext that our country has not

accepted international inspection, as has been publicly reiterated throughout this

issue.
The Government of Cuba understands that to accept or not an inspection of its

territory is the sovereign right of a nation, and that to offer the pledge of no

invasion, which is equal to not committing an international crime, on condition that

the country it intends to invade will accept an inspection of its territory, is a

preposterous insolence.

On the other hand the Government of Cuba understands that the Soviet Government

fulfilled the requirement of verification which it offered in the letter from Prime

Minister Wikita Khrushchev of 28 October 1962, when it permitted the checking on the

high seas of the withdrawal of the,.medium-range ballistic missiles with nuclear war-

heads, and in accepting a similar means of verification with regard to the IL-28

bombers. Consequently the demand of the Government of the United States lacks founda-

tion and practical objective and is a simple pretext in order not to carry out its

part of the agreement but to insist on the policy of aggression against Cuba.

The Government of Cuba also forcefully rejects the statement of the Government

of the United States in which it reserves the right to carry out its own inspection

and control by other means. It is truly alarming and a challenge to the United

(more)
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Nations that a power should officially announce its decision to inspect the territory

of a member country. This implies an intolerable violation of national sovereignty,

•which Cuba denounces.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba has already said that it would be willing

to accept a multiple system of verification in the countries of the Caribbean zone

which would include the corresponding territory of the United States, which would

E.UGW the verification of the fulfillment of accepted agreements, if the United

States would accept as its own obligation the adoption of the five measures or points

demanded by the Cuban Government.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba regrets that the negotiations carried out

under a Security Council agreement and given impetus by you, with nobility and im-

partiality, have not r^a^hed the happy conclusion which would safeguard peace in

this hemisphere and, consequently, peace in the world.

We repeat that the recent history of this crisis openly shows that the responsi-

bility of this failure and the continuation of the tensions that dramatically shocked,

all of humanity in days past, fall exclusively on the Government of the United States.

Once tigain tha Revolutionary Government of Cuba declares that there is no

better solution to crimes like these, than peaceful negotiations and discussions

among governments, based on the respect of the sovereign rights of each country and

on the acceptance of the principles of international law that determine the co-

existence of nations. These, however, have not been the ideas that have determined

the conduct of the Government of the United States, and it is its obstinate opposition

to any stable, satisfactory and dignified agreement that prevents us today from

reaching a real solution of the crisis.

Cuba reiterates its policy of peace and its acceptance of peaceful solution, but

it again declares, as stated in the joint statement of the National Directorate of

the Integrated Revolutionary Organizations and the Council of Ministers, that "to

their positions of strength we shall oppose our firmness; to the intent to humiliate

us, our dignity; to aggression, the resolve to fight to the last man."

The Cuban people, to quote the words of our Prime Minister during the recent

commemoration of the fourth anniversary of the Revolution, "always reserves itself

the complete right, in the face of its imperialist enemies and in the face of the

imperialist aggressors, to take all the measures that it deems necessary and to have

the weapons that it considers pertinent."

We have not abandoned that right.
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TEXTS OF MESSAGE FROM ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL U THAHT

TO CHAIRMAN ISRUFHCHEY AND HIS REPLY

25 October 1962

I would be grateful if you -would be so kind as to transmit the enclosed

message to the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union.

Sincerely yours,

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

E.E. Mr. V.A. Zorin
Permanent Representative to the United Nations,
Permanent Mission of the U.S.S.R. to the United Nations,
136 East 67th Street
Nev York, N.Y.

25 October 1962

Message to Chairman Khrushchev

In continuation of my message of yesterday and my statement before the Security

Council, 1 would like to bring to Your Excellency's attention my grave concern that

Soviet ships already on their way to Cuba might challenge the quarantine imposed "by

the United States and produce a confrontation at sea between Soviet ships and United

States vessels, which could lead to an aggravation of the situation. What concerns

me most is that such a .confrontation and consequent aggravation of the situation would

destroy any possibility of the discussions I have suggested as a prelude to negotia-

tions on a peaceful settlement. In the circumstances I earnestly hope that Your

Excellency may find it possible to instruct the Soviet ships already on their way to

Cuba to stay away from the interception area for a limited time only, in order to

permit discussions of the modalities of a possible agreement which could settle the

problem peacefully in line with the Charter of the United Nations.

(more)
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I am confident that, If such instructions could be issued by Your Excellency,

the United States authorities will take action to ensure that a direct confrontation

between their ships and Soviet ships is avoided during the same period in order to

minimise the risk of any untoward incident taking place.

If I could be informed of the action taken by Your Government on the basis of

this appeal, I could inform president Kennedy that I have assurances from your

side of your cooperation in avoiding all risk of an untoward incident.

I am at the same time addressing the enclosed appeal to President Kennedy.

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN KHRUSHCHEV

(Unofficial translation from Russian)

Dear U Thant,

I have received and studied your telegram of 25 October. I understand your

anxiety for the preservation of peace, and I appreciate highly your efforts to

avert military conflict.

Indeed, if any conflict should arise on the approaches to Cuba — and this may

become unavoidable as a result of the piratical measures taken by the United States

— this would beyond question seriously complicate the endeavours to initiate

contacts In order to put an end, on a basis of negotiation, to the critical

situation that has now been thrust on the world by the aggressive actions of the

United States,

We therefore accept your proposal, and have ordered the masters of Soviet

vessels bound for Cuba but not yet within the area of the American warships'

piratical activities to stay out of the interception area, as you recommend.

But we have given this order in the hope that the other side will understand

that such a situation, in which we keep vessels immobilized on the high seas, must

be a purely temporary one; the period cannot under any circumstances be of long

duration,

I thank you for your efforts and wish you success in your noble task. Your

efforts to ensure world peace will always meet with understanding and support on

our part.

(more)
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The Soviet Government has consistently striven, and is striving, to strengthen

the United Nations — that international Organization which constitutes a forum

for all countries of the world, regardless of their socio-political structure, in

order that disputes arising may "be settled not through war tut through negotiations.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,

N. Khrushchev

26 October 1962

His Excellency U Thant
Acting Secretary-General
United Nations
New York

*** *
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TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM ACTING SECTARY-GENERAL U TEAMT

TO PREMIER FIDEL CASTRO AND HIS REPLY

26 October 1962

Dear Mr. .Ambassador,

I would be grateful if the enclosed message could urgently be transmitted to

His Excellency Senor Fidel Castro.

Sincerely yours,

U Thant
Acting Secretary-General

H.E. Sr. Mario Garcia-Inchaustegui
Permanent Representative of Cuba to
the United Nations

Message to His Excellency Senor Fidel Castro,
Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba

I hope that Ambassador Garcia-Inchanstegui has conveyed to Your Excellency the

appeal that I addressed to you and to President Dorticos through him in the course

of the statement I made before the Security Council on 24 October. I then recalled

the following words of President Dorticos, uttered from the rostrum of the General

Assembly on 8 October;

"Were the United States able to give us proof, by word and deed, that it would

not carry out aggression against our country, then_, we declare solemnly before you

here and now, our weapons would be unnecessary and our army redundant."

I added that I believed it would also contribute greatly to finding a way out

of the present impasse "if the construction and development of major military

facilities and installations in Cuba could be suspended during the period of

negotiations."

As Ambassador Garcia may have reported to you I have received fairly

encouraging responses to my appeal for negotiations and a peaceful solution of the

problem from the President of the United States and from the Chairman of the Council

of Ministers of the USSR. Your Excellency can make a significant contribution to

(more)
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the peace of the world at this present critical juncture by directing that the

construction and development of major military facilities and installations in

Cuba, and especially installations designed to launch medium range and intermediate

range ballistic missiles,be suspended during the period of negotiations which are

now under way.

It would encourage me greatly to have an affirmative reply to this appeal

very urgently.

U !Ehant
Acting Secretary-General

Letter from Prime Minister Castro to
Acting Secretary-General U Thant

27 October 1962

Translation from the Spanish

Your Excellency,

On the instructions of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba I have the honour to

transmit to you the following message:

"Your Excellency,

"I have received your message dated 26 October, and express my appreciation of

your noble concern.

"Cuba is prepared to discuss as fully as may be necessary, its differences with

the United States and to do everything in its power, in co-operation with the United

Nations, to resolve the present crisis. However, it flatly rejects the violation of

the sovereignty of our: country involved in the naval blockage, an act of force and

war committed by the United States against Cuba, In addition, it flatly rejects the

presumption of the United States to determine what actions we are entitled to take

within our country, what kind of arms we consider appropriate for our defence, what

relations we are to have with the USSR, and what international policy steps we are

entitled to take, within the rules and laws governing relations between the peoples

of the world and the principles governing the United latioas, in order to guarantee

our own security and sovereignty.

"Cuba is victimizing no-onej it has violated no international law; on the

contrary, it is the victim of the aggressive acts of the United States, such as the

naval blockade, and its rights have been outraged*

(more)
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"The Revolutionary Government of Cuba would be prepared to accept the compromises

that you request as efforts in favour of peace, provided that at the same time, vhile

negotiations are in progress, the United States Government desists from threats and

aggressive actions against Cuba, including the naval blockade of our country.

"At the same time I express to you. our willingness to consider attentively any

new suggestion you may put forward; furthermore, should you consider it useful to

the cause of peace, our Government would be glad to receive you in our country, as

Secretary-General of the United nations, with a view to direct discussions on the

present crisis, prompted by our common purpose of freeing mankind from the dangers

of war.

''Unreserved respect for the sovereignty of Cuba is the essential prerequisite if

Cuba is to contribute with the greatest sincerity and goodwill, grudging no step

towards the solution of the present problem, and joining forces with all those

peoples who are struggling to save peace at this dramatic moment in the life of

mankind; Cuba can do whatever is asked of it, except undertake to be a victim and
1 to renounce the rights which belong to every sovereign State.

"I reiterate the assurances of my highest consideration.

"Major Fidel Castro Ruz

"Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba."

Accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(signed)

Dr. Mario Garcia Inchaustegui

Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Cuba

to the United Nations


