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~ <Jy -
/{, __ .,,. · 

question. 

\ft.o....- ; 
........ ...,- f.....~-

Jewish Chi ldren of Undermined Nationalit 
Brou t from German to France. 

I received today the attached report relati8f to this 
From 1his report it appears: 

a) That UNRRA did not intervene at all in t his operation 

b) The children ( 40 al together), from one to seventeen 
years of age, were brought over to France by the 
U.S.A. A',:my accompanied by Welfare Workers (not 
UNRRA Staff'). . 

c) They were handed over to the Palestinian Of fice, Paris, 
and billeted with the assistance of"L'Entr'Aide Fr, •• 
from the date of their arrival (5th November) until 
the date of their embarkation for Palestine ( 18th F 

From the 5th to the 7th November, they were billeted 
at the Cent re Chaponay. 

From the 7th November to the 4th January the children 
were sent to a home at Ca.illy sur Eure, near Evreux. 

From the 4th to the 6th January at the Centre Benoit 
Malon in Paris, and from the 6th/to the 18th February 
they stayed at a Centre in Marseilles. 

The 18th February they were embarked t hrough the 
Palestinian Office on board of the S.S. Cairo for 
Palestine, where they were taken over on their arrival 
by the "Aliah des Jeunes". 

The who1e operation seems to have been effected through­
the Palestinian Office in collaboration with the USA Army., the French -
Voluntary Agency only seeine.:, to their billeting during their stay in 
France. 



11 
Q3){3QNJ 7th June, 1945 

• To: 
Chief of Mission, · EC 
Deputy Director of Operations, E.R.O. 
Dr. Langrod, D.P. DiTisbn, E.R.O. 14JUN19 5 
Director, Welfare DiTision, E:R.O. 

From: Eyre Carter 

SUBJECT: Collection and Identification or una~oompanied children. 

I had a visit from Lt. Mlle. Bernard, of the Mission 
Francaise de Rapatriem.ent en Allemagne (an offshoot of the M.P.D.R.) 
who came to ask for fuller particulars or UNRRA' s intentions in re­
gard to· unaccompanied children. She already had a copy of the form 
which has been worked out by the Welfare Division in ERO, headed 
"Registration of Unidentified Children". This form contains the 
particulars of all sorts of physical measurements and identification 
marks which should be used for registring children whose identify 
is unknown. • 

I repeated to Mlle. Bernard the substance of what I 
said to Mme. Thuillier-Landry yesterday (Segmy letter dated 5t.ti.a.. 
June addressed to Colonel Schottland with co~ies to Head of Mi~ n 
D.D.G. Operations, M. Morin and Miss Bradford) 9 

I also told Miss Bernard that we were in touch with the 
Don Suisse and through them with other Swiss organisations who had 
had some practical experience of identifying unaccompanied children 
and said that I had asked for a detailed report on the methods em­
ployed. Miss Bernard requested that when such a report was recei­
ved by E.R.O. a copy of it might be sent to her a(JJJlinistration. In 
this connection I att ch a copy of a letter which I have just writ­
ten to Mr. Kesselring, the Paris ~epresentative of the Don Suisse. 
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Telegram. 

SHAEB'MAIN 

NO: 

EN CL.AIR 

y(H) 

Despatched 

Attention EDMISON. 

French proposal for care of children from 

concentration camps excludes UNRRA 

participation. J.D.C. has nO\Y approached. 

UNRRA to meet financial cost of care in 

FRANCE. In view of this will you secure 

clarification of UNRR.l.'s position in this ' 

proposal from SH.AEB'. If exclusion of U?ffiRA:.. 

from participation in plan is to stand we 

should be unable to provide financial 

assistance. 

• 
M. 

Vt-' ~ J 
. ~ 

~ ~, ~-
; 

~ Mr. Kettle a.r¥i. 
Sir George Reid 

~ have agreed this. ~ 

-~ 'l '---- ~ 

~- 91 h) c-,.-.. ~ 

~;:; t,-J2 ~ 

~~- ~~ 

--
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CODE 5-30-0 

To: Dr. Langrod Reference............ . ....... DF. •. 6..8...... . ..... ······························-
( copies to: Mr. Kettle 

Fran: P.B. Zinnnennan Mr. Wankowicz) 
) 

~ubject: Evacuation of Children fran Ger.in.any to France. 

Conf'irming our discussion, we have been informed by Mr. Youngdahl, 
S.HAEF, that an agreement has been reached between SHA.EB' and the French 
Government for the care of 1,000 children fran the Buchenwald concentration 
camp, such program being carried out jointly by SHAEF and the French 
Government, a.nd from which UNRRA is to be excluded. 

I have reviewed a.11 the material on hand to date and I filll 

atta.ched'correspondence in which you m:..y be interested. This includes: 

1. A report from Mr. Youngdahl dated 7th May, addressed to Sir George Reid, 
Mr. T. Scott and Mr. Fletcher Kettle, indicating that plans were being 
formulated for the removal of non-repatriable children from Germany 
into aJ.lied or neutral countries. He indicated therein his conversation 
with SHAEF regarding the problems of such removal and the role which 
UNRRA should play. He asked that he be given immediate instructions 
on how to proceed. 

2. A memorandum from Mr. Kettle to Mr. Park~r da.ted 17th May, regarding I 
telephone conversation which he b.a.d had with Mr. Youngdahl to the effe. 
that the French Government was willing to accept 1,000 children fran 
Buchenwald and that SHAEF was in' agreement that an international agency 
should assume responsibility. The indications were tb.a.t UNRRA was to 
have overall responsibil~.ty and that the I.G.C. would relate their 
activity to questions o:t resettlement. Mr. Youngdahl Inli.de SOO!e 
suggestions regardi,'lg staff and stated that the I.G.C. in London was 
being, contacted regai,-ding their agreement in this plan. Mr. Kettle 
state.a that he had di:::c,uased this matter with Mr. Rhatigan who was 
planning to take , it up with Sir Hubert :Efuerson. 

3. A report from Mr. Youngdahl dated 17th May, addressed to Mr. Kettle, 
embodying the inf'onnation included in his telephone conversation. 
He again diacussed the various plans for the evacuation of children, 
and specifically mentioned the proposed plan of the French Goverillllent. 
He reiterated the suggestion that UNRRA contact the I.G.C. to work . 
formal relationships. ' . 

J+.. A memorandum fran Mr. Kettle,dated 23rd May, forwarded to Sir Georg­
Reid apparently.with a copy of Mr. Youngdahl' s report of 17th May, 
arranging a meeting to discuss the designation of staff. 

It is my understanding that such a meeting was held with Sir George 
Reid and members of his s ta.ff and th.a. t plans were ma.de to send 
additional staff to the Welfare Officer assigned to SHAEF (Main) to 
assist with this problem. 

5. A memorandum :fran Mr. Robertson (Legal Section), dated 25th Ml-.y, 
forward:ing to M:r. Kettle a hand.written report fran Mr. Yo~dahl dated 
22nd M83" to which was attached:-

(a) the French Government's plan for the "Repatriation of Deported 
Children Presently at Buchenwald Camp" spedifically indicating 
that UNRRA. had no participation in this plan 

(b) a memorandum from SHAEF Mission France recanmending that the 
French proposal be accepted. 

Mr. Youngdahl stated that SHA.EF (Main) was considering this proposals 
and that there was a possibility that it would be accepted. In his 
note to Mr. Kettle, Mr. Roberta-on stated it was Mr. Youngd.a.hl' s belief 
that we should resist this exclusion of UNRRA as we had a moral 
obligation in relation to the unacccmpanied children found in Germany. 
Mr. Robertson's comments were _related to our legal responsibility. 
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6. letter fran Mr. Linder of the American Joint Distribution Ccmni ttee, 
dated 28th May, addressed to Mr. Kettle, conf'irming a telephone 
conversation making a formal application for UNRRA to assume cost 
for the care of children to be evacuated from the concentration camps 
in Germany to France. 

7. A cable fr_an Washington, No. 1470, which discusses UNRRA's responsibility 
for the dispositi(_jl and care of children in German concentration camps 
or assembly centres. 

At your suggestion I contacted Dr. Kuhlman of the I.G.C. who at first 
wished to know what role we would play, but later inforll!ed me that he had 
received inf'onnation that arrangements had been ccmpleted between SHAEF 
and the I . G.C. regarding I.G. C's responsibility for these children and 
tha.t UNRRA was not to participate at the request of the French Government. 
He was under the impression that SHAEF was to select and move the children 
and the French Government, t~ough the private agencies, would provide the 
care, i.G.C. to have the ultimate responsibili_ty for resettlement. 

In order to clarify the ·situation, Mr. Kettle contacted Mr. Youngdahl 
who, ~s previously stated, verified the fa.ct th.at the French proposa1 had 
been accepted by SHAEF. • -

-With the approval of Mr. Kettle I contacted the American Joint 
Distribution Canmittee in London and informed them that we were not 
assuming responsibility for the children sent to France and therefore would 
not be in a position to meet· the financial cost. Dr. Schwartz was 
quite concerned and stated that their organisation was most willing to act 
as the a.gents of UNRRA and would like reconsideration of the whole problem 
and their request for financial assistance. · 

I think it is unfortunate that UNRRA wa.s not permitted to participate 
in this plan and I am in agreement with Mr. Youngdah1's belief that we have 
an obligation to safeguard the interests of unaccanpanied children found 
in Germany. I feel that everything should be accanplished to establish 
the status of these children prior to removal. and that arrangements should 
be made to contimie such activities while the children are in other countries; 
Moreov7r, t we approve the plans for such care, maintain sane supervisory 
control assist in the final disposition of the children. -
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Reference ............ -. ~ A'/ 4v£~1.1.f1 . 
··········•·•········•··•·····················•··•································~---·'--

~ 

TO: 

FROM: 

Sir George Reid { 

Fletcher c. Kettle 1, ' 
I ~ve been in!'onned by telephone through Mr. Youngdahl that the Dis­
placed Persons Branch of SHAEF has approved the proposal of the French 
Gov't. to bring 1,000 children from camps in Ge:rma.ey to France for 
foster heme care. The proposal as sul::mitted to the SHAEF Mission to 
France by Monsieur Frena.y, specifically provided that the project could 
be undertaken and carried on without assistance fran UNRRA. 

Mr. Youngdahl stated that General Mickelsen, in his approval, amended 
the proposal by inserting a clause to the effect that the responsibility 
of the children so moved would continue to be the responsibility of SHAEF 
a.na/or its successor. 

There is apparently still some confusion in respect to this proposal, 
however, The .American Joint li)istribution Conmittee as you know through 
its subsidiary agency in France, O.S.E., was to have been the medium 
through which Monsieur Frenay and his Ministr,y would provide foster home Ail 
care in France. I have recently received a letter fran Commander Linder,-, 

t 
of the .American J.D.C. in London in which he requests that UNRRA assume 
financial responsibility for the care of these children in France. I -
presume you will wish to follow up on this matter. 

5th June, 1945. 

Copies to: 'Mr.' Scott 
Mr. Parker 
Dr. La,Jgrod 
Monsieur Morin. 
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JC&SLtd 
Gp736/208 

( REOIMEAN) . 

Code 5-33-0 

TO: Mr. F. C. Kettle 

FROH: A. H. Robertsons 

Reference ................... .. ................. ... ,. .......... ... .... ............... . 

.) 

I attach a note fran I.Ir. Youngdahl which he asked me to bring 
from Versailles about a French propopal for the care in France of 
unaccanpanied children found in Germany.· 

Hr. Youngdahl discussed this question with me and he felt 
strongly that the deliberate exclusion of U.H.R.R.A. from this 
operation was something which we should resist strongly, on the 
ground tti.at we had a moral obligation to watch over the interes-ts 
of unaccompanied children found in Germany. He v,as afraid that if 
such children were cared for in France, they might well be 
permanently kept, and possibly a9-opted, in :Prance, ,rithout adequate 
efforts being made to trace their parents. !'y own view, which I 
expressed to Ur. Youngdahl, was that if the very substantial 
burden that would fall on U.N.R.R.A. was going to be reduced by an 

' agreement between s.H.,A.E.~'. and the 1''rench C--0vernme~d]¥.i:q~ the 
I).lilitary period, we have no reason to object to a. d,~,%t1 OJ. of 
our own resp~nsibili ty and would be cor:ipletely protected by the 
fact that the military had takeh the decision during the military 
period. 

25th Hay, 1945• 
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LCTIJH; r>e:r:,t R, 8 , 
Div. WR . 
C,R.S , 

D. 27th Sep t ember, 1 94-6 . 
R. 28th Se?tember, 1946. 

0913 hrs. 

X XX 
Attention Gib~ons . Re your 1656 and 1669 believe correction 

of sitmtion dependent on your o.ccepto.nce our proposals in memo of 
21st September curried by Glnsjvty for discussion with you. Request 
your eo.rlisy confi.rma tion of our decision. 

x o:;.·~r,:1..:na ted Mr P..o_,1;:c Onrtor. 
xx II Si.r Ml-.;b.nel Creag}1. 

" 
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INCOMJNG 0Af3LE 

WR 150/36 /(' 

~ 
PR/~GUE , •••••••••.•••••••• TO 

-o.1793 
· (En cla.ir) 

ACTION: Dept RS • . 
Div. 1iill. 
Miss Gibbons. 

•••••••.•••• • LONOON 

D.25th September, 1946. 
R.26th September, 1946. 

092l1- hrs. 

Re your 1669 for Gibbons from Gntes. To date have had no 
a.uthority to take responsibility for policy or procedure re 
movement of children collected by VAlill Ha.tzaln.h Rn.bbi Vlohlgelernte r 
for resettlement in France. 

• 



ourGOING 0,/J3ill 

Relief Services Div. 
iT01 .. Socy.,Liai2on Unit Br 
;_ irso P. T~ a ri,.: s WE 1 50/ 16 I 8' 

9'4(C\ y 
LONDON. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • TO. • • • • • • • • PR'~C'r UE 

:No. 1669 
En 81::i.ir 

Attention Gc.tos. 

D., 24th [l--3:i;rc~::ibcr 1946 
DES : 1912 DT S 

UJ.JRJil. does not :ropoo.t not sp::msor schci:1e f or ;_,ovc r,.cnt of 
chilclron to Fro.nee undCJrto ... ·1rnn i)Y Vr'.o.cl Ifatzalo.h~ Rabbi Wohlgelernter 
has D,_;rely boon travelled through UNRR,_\. Travel Bro.nch London. 

ESjIP 



UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

., •• 
48, Boulevard Llaillot, 

Neuilly s/Seine • 

To: 1-1. Delierneux 
Chief of Repatriation Planning Branch, 
Di vision of 1 epatr iation and Vlelfare, 
E . H.O., London. 

Fro.m: Brigadier General .I. Fraser, D.s.o., 
Chief of illrtlRA Mission to France. 

In accordance with your request mede on 

the occasion of your visit to Paris, I am sending 

you herewith Mademoiselle Roche's report on the 

Jewish children sent from Germany. 

Brig . Gen. W. FRASZR, 
Chief of UNIL.4 Mission to li'r·ance . 

Encl. 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

ENF ANTS ISRAELIT 3 VEN1-1NT D ' J~LLEM.i GNE • 

.l la de1ntmde de Monsieur D~LI:ERN !.'UX, lors de son 
passage a Paris, une enquete faite dans les services ayant 
eu a s 'occuper des enfants venant d 'J.,llemagne a donne les 
resuilitats suivants: 

Origine du Convoi. 

L'Entr'Aide Fran~rnise, llUi s'est occupe~de l'hebergemeut 
des enfants a leur passage en Frbnc e , nous communique les 
notes ci-dessous: 

"29 Octobra, 17 heures - L'Office Palestinien, 83, ave. de 
la Grande Armee {PAS.62-51) telephone pour demander si nous 
aurions la possibilite d'accueillir pour un jour ~t peut-etre 
une nui t environ 50 enfant s venant d 'Allem.agne, sans 
netionalite et destines a la Palestine. Ces enf6nts 
arriveraient en prin.cipe le 31 a la gare de l' Est a Paris. 
~/.aderaoiselle JESROYKIN de l'Office Palestinien a ete elle-meme 
prevenue par telephone de Francfort - n'a pu avoir d'autres 
deteils. 

n18 heures 20 - L'Office Palestinien rap:.pelle pour donner 
quelques nouvelles informations. Les enfonts arriveront 
probablement le 30 par avion - l'aerodrome n'est pas encore 
connu. Les autorites americaines se chargeront du transport. 
Les enfants seront acca.--npagnes de 6 convoyeUBes." 

Arrivee du Convoi. 

Les enfants, au nombre de 40, de 1 b 17 ans, arrives le 
5 novembre a la gare de l'Est a Paris ont ete heberges pur les 
soins de l'Entr'Aide Fran~aise eu centre Chaponay, 7 rue 
Jac~uin, Paris, en attendant leur transfert dans un autre 
centre. 

Hebergement. 

Le 7 novembre - les enfants ont ete transferes par les 
so ins de l 'Entr 'Aide Franyaise dens une propriete de l& 
~t .T.Z.O. a Cailly s/Eure, a une dizaine de kilometres a •:::vreux, 
en attendant que les demarches pennettant leur embar~uement 
so lent terminees. 

Le 4 janvier - les enfants, accompr:gnes d'une convoyeuse, 
q_uittaient le centre de Ca illy pi. r camion de l'Entr'.nide pour 
etre amenes au centre Benoit Halon a Paris ou ils d ev~aient 
demeurer jusqu'a leur depart pour Marseille le 6 janvier. 

Ils ont ete dans ce centre heberges par le s soins de 
l'Entr'Aide Franyaise qui les a fait accompagner a la ~are de 
Lyon le 6 janvier ou ils .devaient prendre le tre i ~ pour 
Marseille a 17 heures JO. Ils etaient munis de provisions 
suff' isantes pour le long voyage qu' ils a vaient a· eff ectuer. 

Le delegation de l 'Entr 'Aide Fran~mise de Marseille 
devait accueillir ces enfants jusqu'a ~eur embarqueillent. 

. . . . . . . . . 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

2. 

Embarq_uement: - a eu lieu le 18 fevrier a bord du 
s/s "CiURO". TJne visite a Mademoiselle JESROYKIN de l 'Office 
Palestinien confirme ces infor.l'.ill:ltions. 

Les enfants ont ete accueillis a leur arrivee en 
Palestine par "l '.Aliah des Jeunes" qui doit pourvoir a 
tous leurs besoins. 



of 

• 



Fi. 6 

I 





• Telcphoue: GIW. 4636- 7-8-9. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES. 

Ou r Ref.: IC/530/96. 
_ 1lWB/DLD. 19, HILL STREET, 

Your Re,t.: DP. 68. LONDO N, W . 1 . 

lt ltiss 

29th June, 1945. 

/DP6cr-
Zimmerman / 

Thank you for your letter of the 21st June. Inasmuch as I 
exiJect to be leaving for Spain and Portugal in a few days I would suggest 
that you communicate with Mr. I.:ichael Hacking.who will be dealing with 
various matters involving the relaticnshi_;,1 between this office and lilf."L'RA, 
when concrete proposals arise to be taken up in connection with the subject 
of your letter. 

& Pearl Zimnerman, 
Auxiliary Services ~ection, 

Displaced. Persons Division, 
UNRRA. , 11, ?ortland Place , 

LONDO!;", W. l . 

Sincerely, 

~ 
M. W. Beckel.man 

Assistant Director. 

REC IVED 

0 
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'ITT' 'IE lfFAD UA!iTE C ~ I 
ALLIED EX HITIO ,1 t Y F•JRCE 

G-f Divi ion 

8 June 1%5 

~ B,J CT: RA. 

TO Mr. mj ~ n, Chi " 1Ji"F~ i i""'Il f ic r. 

, en , th t t r. Ke.tti_ , 
( t.ttn: , h r te.ul t0 · u, 
tf tf' e ,,.... 1-dn .y or ,a cl it .. o -6-.!:T ·ettle. 

t\(\. 

#Pl 
H. P. ?OLL~ 
1 urn O ficer 
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Maillot 019 48. Boulevard Maillot 
N uil - -..<"_,Uol.L.,.,, 

ttlencl, 

-ror 



AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION 00:MMIT:I!EE 
lld, Regent Street, 

(J., 

LoD:lon, s. W. l. 
~ 28th, 194-5. 

Fletoher c. Kettle, Esq., 
Deputy Direotor, Displaoed Pe?'SOl'lS Di vision, 
U.N. R. R.A., 
17Oa, Great Portland Street, 
W.l. 

Dear Mr. Kettle, 

• 

This is to oonf'irm our telephone ocnversation on Frid.a;y' la.st, 
in the oourse of vbich I told you that I ha.d. received a cable from New 
~k which stated that our people there had disau.ssed with Mr. Fred 
~er the assumption by UN.RRA of the financial responsibility for the 
oare of the children - presumably Stateless, Germm or Austrian - who 
are to be eva.cua.ted trom the concentration camps in Germany to France. 
It is II\Y' understanding that the French Government bas agreed to permit 
the entiy o:f' approximately one thousani children. I was also in:f"orned 
that Mr. Greenleigh in Paris will be in touch with your Organisation 
there far the sane purpose. 

The children are expected to arrive in France in the course .of the 
next feJW dqs. lh:f'ortunate'.cy-, I am not ad.vised as to the probable 
oost of their maintenance, but, Dr. Schwartz, who no doubt will be 
informed, is expected to arrive in London from Paris on Thursdey, Mq 
31st, and should be in a posi tian to furnish you w.i th sn.y ad.di tional 
inf'oz,nation whicil you mey re<Pi,re. 

Will you therefore be good enough to regard this as a fornal 
■il.ica.tion tor UNRRA to assume these oosts. With thanks in Edvanoe 

your o~operatian and with cordial greetings, believe me, 

Yours sinoellQ', 

(Signed) HAROLD E. LINDER, 

Vioe-chrdrrnan. • 
' 



AMERICAN 
Df~ _ 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COM~~ap 
~ HD REGENT STREET, ~ '=>~~ 

.-) LONDON, S.W.t, 
ENGLAND. 

Fletcher C. Kett l e, Esq., 

INDEXED 
1: y 28th , 1945 . 

Dep u t y Director, Di s placed Person s Division, 
U. N. R . R. A., RECEIVED 

30MAY1945 
l?Oa Great Portland btreet, 
·:r. 1. 

Dear }Ir . Kettle , u. .R . (REGY.) 

This is to confi~ our tele:~one co~ve~sation on 
}!'riiay l ast , in v:1e c urse of i;;hich I told you that I hi.ld 
received a c .. ble i.'rom Le\; x erk \ Lic:1 st ~ ted t'1w. t our 
:people there l: .d discus:-:...ea. it'1 Er . Fred. :roe •. le1· t'.e 
assumption by U .. · .. c ~ of the financic ... l res 01,si bili ty for the 
ca:.."'e of th__, children - :iresu11 .. bly Jt teless , G-ermc-.n or 
\Jstri· n - w'io are to be evacuated f1•or.1 the concentration 
canps in G-e!'~nany to .B'ru.r:ce . It is ny u11derst<.1nctin0 t d. v t' e 
E~ench Government ~as Lcreed to per it t: ent~y of 
a:pproximately one t' ous 1 C::. c:1..'..ldren • I was c. l;..o ir_'::;rned 
t'· -t Er. Greenle i •'1 in :::ar L.o · ill be in touc 1 1 w:.. tl1 yo1..'.r 
Orcan:i.s· tion there for t 11e E-d e ""Jur:;_~0se . 

The child.1·en e.re e ectec: to ~r· · --e in France in the 
cou1"'se of t'1c ne. t ., .. .'ew cl --s . Un ort·J_na tc ly , I 1:ot 
1C:.vi ed d..., Lo vh.e ~ rob tble co[ t o:f: thei1-" .,, i· te1:ance, bu.t , 

Br . Schwartz , · ho no u.v ~bt wi 11 ce irl.forr ed , is ex "'ected 
to ar:..~i ve in Lor clon l'rorn _ .. ri s on '.l:hllrsd.ay , I ,ay 31st , and 
should be in l :;:JOsi tio.r: to f rni sh : ou \ i th ...... ny atldi tion tl 
infor ation vhic· you r 1y re<~__,_ire • 

. :111 vou t herefo.De be ;ood cno h to reL 1ru. tl1i C, , s 
a for. al '1.pnlica tion for U1:1 :i to "ssur e these co..,ts . 
Hi th t'1 m -s in advai1ce for yo r '-:o - o er' tion 8.i1C:. \'i th 
cordial -reeti1ir·s, believe ne , 



' .. 
@TERA:!,t, DISTRILUTiu1•f 

;.CTIOH: :IR. SCOTT 
i':iR.. PARKER 

.U .N .R.R.;,.. WL\.SHJNGTON..... • •..•.•.•••• •:T0 •••••••••••••••• U .F .B..R-,1.. LUNDQI\T 

Dated: 26th }IJ;J.y, 1945 

Rec'd: 29th May, 194.? 

1. Rei'erring t'.) IGCR and volunta.ry agency projects for c..1.re of children nI: 

in Germany c:mcentro.ti::m camps :ir c,:;::3cnbly centres, essential UlifRRA assur.1e r0:..:­

po::1sibili ty for preliminary co.re and clearance viii th military '.Jn o.n~r projects .> f'' 

this sort~_>pr'.Jpased. 

2. This rMses inpartant questions UNRRA responsibility n.nd C'.)ncern fo:r 

::>rphaned c .• 1d unr1.ccor.1panied children. Essential r.1-::.,vement be best interest af 

- clu.11ren. Urge ir.r:edi1:.,te ::i.ssignment child ·relfare specialists b.ke res1J:insibilit,,· 

with mlitary for determining di.cpo.JL..:.an and care children. Partioulei.rly c .'n­

c0rned that sta.tus '.)f children be esfo.olished in Gerr.nny where best s'.Jurces )f 

inf'.)rr.nti'.)n exist tJ identify then, thn.t they not be moved n'.)r turned overt i 

cny authority until full inf::irr1c."l.tion ::m theL1 stn.tus and proposed :,.Jlan f:.,r c,_rt; 

3ecured. staff O.$~igr~~a 5hou.ld implement atin.ef direct;L ve YAG: ·.)83. 7 /1 GE: 

l,'"JYL which h::,s as '.)bjective roreLu. C'.)nsidero.ti:m of 0hild' s sta.tus. As Lm. · 

as UNRR.i\.-Mi.litar: retain joir.t responsibility, they are in position to releo.~ 

- to\·~fu-r c:i.uth:Jriiies '.)nly nhcn fully so.dsfied tha c best intt~~'tJtof children 

is served. Qualified child ,,rel:f'a.re staff fr )m U.S. assigned DP in :Cu.rope, 

and· -vrh:J C'mld be assigned this work, ~,re Eileen Blackey, J~a.n Kain, Dor'.)thy 

Pec..rce, Olive Bi..gga7'. These sh::iuld be augmented by '.)ther nD .. tio1:..."..ls. ::..=>rep2.n.., 7.. 

t:J ~s.Jign at :Jnce HDC_JS p0rs0n to to.kc aver n.11 respansibility. 

DW ·r 43 

\, 

I 



.. 
I COP'I 

1~.E:D .Sl.P.::rD 1.rI l IT 
:roRCE - G - 5 DIVIS 011 

DISID 'ED P-.cmBOHS BRAUCH. 

:ey 25, 1945 

SUB..TEX::T: Plan for Care of Children. 

TO: Head, Supremo H.-J., •' Li::;sion France • 
• 

I. Reference is made to memorandum f ram SUJ_Jre:me H. • , :111 •-ission France, J.0 
383. 7-8 G~ dated 3)th :,.cy, 1945, recommending the acceptance of a propos!:>l by the 
French GoYer:nment to care for children found in Germany ,7ho are unaccompruiied by 
parents. 

2. , The proposal of the French Go· ernmcnt undor date of 19 Uey 19lf5 was attached 
to the memora1dum fNm Supreme H.Q., ~ :,.ission, France and set forth the general 
cold;. tions underwi:iich the children would be acccpto ~ 

.6 In connect.Lon 'With the specific proyesal of the French Government this H. • 
-.i!grees to arrange for the move."11 .... nt of children noyr at the Buchenwnld ~Ip and 

such other children o.s may be agreed upon later nubject to the follorri.ng conditions: 

~ All c:rildJ.•en will be acce9ted up to and including 
16 years of age ·who are citizens of Allied or co­
belligerent nations,' ~tatelcss, or Gene.an Jews found · 
in carnps or prisons. 

b. These dlD.ildren whose nationality can be determined will 
be subject to such disposition as their om Government 
nshes to make. 

c. Those children uho are stateless uill be subject to final 
disposition by the Intcrzover:nnental Committee on Refugees. 

a. rehe entire plan for the care o:nd resettle:.nent of such \ 
children will be subject to the supervision and approval 
of Sunre.11e H .. Q., ,, or its successors, namely Control 
CoI'.IJi;;:,ion for Germany (British Element) and the U.S. 
Group Control Council • 

• L:.. Specific. arrangements for the care of' these children in France, including 
housing, r.1oclicaJ. e:~amination an generaJ. welfal.'e will be arranged betv,reen the 
French Gover:nment a."1.d its cooperating organizations and Supreme H.A., ~ »-is;3ion, 
France. 

5. It is antici,, _ _e.ted that those children may be moved shortly and. it is 
requested ,thereforJ that Supr~1e H.Q., .A!!!B1 -ission Fra.~ce follow through with 
the a.rra..-igements as soon as possible. ' 

For the ::::sistanc Chief of' Staf'f', G-5 

S.R.,1.!iclwlsen ; 
Brigadier General, USA, . 

Chief, Displaced Persons Br.:mcl 

; 



r 



0 



-

• 

G) r,.t(...,__ 
~~-

~\"~CM.~ 
~ be..~ """"-~ 

~~~.-· 

~\' .. e:.C ~· 





• 



• 





• 
SUIREME HEADQUARTERS """£~Ith 

r .ALLIED EXPEDITION.ARY FORCE 
Mission (France) 

AG 383. 7-8 GE INDEXED APO 757 
20th May 1945 

SUBJE<Jl': Plan for Care of Children 

TO Supreme Comn.ander, Allied Expeditionary Force (Main) 
APO 757, U.S. Arny (Attn: G-5 Division, Displaced Person 

Branch) 

1. Attached is a translation of a lett er from the Ministry 
of Prisoners, Deportees and Refugee s which e.>nbodies a plan for the 
care of certain specified children to be brought frco Gennany to 
France. 

2. A1 though this letter embodies most of the essential 
points covered in conferences with representatives of the Ministry, 
an agreement had previously been reached that provided for the 
designation of UNRRA as the supervising agency in France, which 
portion of the agreement was disapproved by the Minister, who sub­
stituted the Inter-<k>ver.nmental Co:r=imittee as the sole agency to 
deal with this matter. 

3. It would appear therefore, that in order to expedite 
action under this plan it may be hanclled by having UNRRA and the 
Inter-<k>vernmental Con:mi ttee arrive at an agreement as to how the 
Inter-<k>verrJI:1ental. Comni ttee will function in making u1 t:i.mate 
plans for these children ana/or incorporation in your approval 
of the plan a condition that the governments of the Nationals 
(children) concerned have the final. determination regarding the 
ult:ima.te plans for the children. 

4. This Mission reC()!IElends the acceptance of this plan 
and urges that it be imple?:1ented at the earliest possible moment. 

For the Head of Mission: 
1 Incl - Copy of letter from 

Ministry of FDR, dtd 
19th May.1945, subject as above. 

/s/ F.W. Jones 
Major, ACD (ELJ) 
Adj. Genera1 



• REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE 

' 
' Copy . 19th May 1945 , 

lf:.inistere des Prissoniers de Guerre , 
Deportes et Refugies 

Direction des Affai.res Social.es 

Cabinet A.S.C. No. 211 
' 

:Minister des Prisoners, Deportees 
and Refugee~ 

to 
SHAEF, Mission (France) 
Attention, Lt. Col. WITTE 

SUBJECT: Repatriation of Deported Children Presei1:tly at Buchenwald Camp. 

1. Pursuant to the requests ,vhich were r.lad.e to SHAEF, f'or the repatriation 
of the deported children at the Buchenwald ca.mp, I have informed you that the 
French Governnent was willing to receive in France temporarily these children, 
~ven foreigners. 

2. The purpose of this letter, pre~ed in agreement with the Ministry of 
Public Heal th, is to confirm the approval of' the. French Government, to as you to 
undertake as soon as possible the repatriation of those children and to specify 
under what conditions France will grant them hospitaliyy. 

3. Catep;oriE?s of Beneficiaries: The French Government accepts that children 
,vho have not yet reached their 17th Birthday and who belong to the Following cate­
gories may enter the country: · 

a. Children ,vho are oitisens of' .AJ.lied or co-belligerent nations. 

b. Stateless. 

o. Gerr.ian Jews abandoned in camps or prisons. 

4;. Only those children vmo vrere :round in Gennany unacoogJ£anied by parents 
capable of oaring for them. will be considered. However, children found in Germany 
accompanied by one of their parents but who have t be transferred to France for 
care which cannot be given to trum ·in Gennany will aJ.so be accepted. . . 

5. Conditions Applicable to Children to be Received: 

a. The natural rights of the children in these groups will be respected. 
and their final disposition will be decided in agree!!lent with the 
Inter-Governmental Connittee of Re:f'ugees. 

b. The children who enter France will receive a r.iedicaJ. examination 
and will be hospitilised va1enever necessary. 

o. These children will be entrusted to organisations such as Ou:lre des 
~ Sociales des Enfants and the French Red Cross; these organizations 

come .under the jurisdiction of the French Administration. 

d. The children will be given in France all the care their condition 
requires. 1 

6. Practical. Methods of Operation: The French Govern:n.ent agrees .to make 
available to SHAEF, for the repatriation of these children, the medical trains at the 
disposal. of the Ministry of FDR, insifar as they are not used for the repatriation 
of French political deportees. These trains will carry qualified Personnel and 
specifil food :ror children. ll!oreover, it, should be specified that: 

a. the above measures are not applicable to French deported children for 
whom the French Government is asking i:!mnediate repatriation and who 
will rer:iain under the sole authority of the French Government, neither . 
is it applicable to children -who are citizens of the United States, 
the United Kingdom. These latter children will be imraedeately·taken 
over'by SHAKF and will travel thro-qgh under that organizations 
authority. 

-l-
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b . The French Gover:nr::ient is considering favorably the granting of si.i:iilar 
ad.vantages to other deported children but, before it agrees to other 
repatriation, it wishes to be infonned by SHt'\EF of the number of 
deported children presently in Gernany and of the number of children 
which Allied nations and neutral countries intend to receive . 

c . The French Government considers that UNRRA does not have the authority 
to ·be concerned with children even foreigners who are on French 
territory. 

• For the Minister of Deportees, 
Refugees and Prlhsoners . 



C.OPY -
Mi~tere des Prissoniers de Guerre 
Dep<:9es et Refugies Minister des Prisoners, Deportees 

and Refugees 
Direction des Affaires Sociales 

Cabinet A.S.C. No. 211 

to 
SHAEF, Mission (France) 
Attention: Lt.Col. Witte 

Subject: Repatriation of Deported Children Presently at Buchenwald 
•Camp. 

1. Pursuant to the requests which were made to SHAEF, for 
the repatriation of the deported children found at the Buchenwald 
Camp, I have informed you that the French Government was willing to 
receive in France temporarily these.children, even foreigners. , 

2. The purpose of this letter, prepared in agreement with 
the Ministry of Public Health, is to confirm the approval of the 
French Government, to ask you to undertake as soon as possible the 
r~patriation of those children and to specify under what conditions 
France will grant them hospitality. 

3. Categories of Beneficiaries: The French Government accepts 
that children who have not yet reached their 17th birthday and who 
belong to the following categories may enter the country: 

a. Childrem who are citizens of Allied or co-belligerent 
nations. 

b. Stateless 

c. German Jews abandoned in camps or prisons 

4. Only those children who were found in Germany unaccom­
panied by parents capable of caring for them will be considered. 
However, children found in Germany accompanied by one of their parents 
but who have to be transferred xo France for care which cannot be given 
to them in Germany will also be accepted. 

5. Conditions Applicable to Chil<l3:'en to be Received: 

a. The natural rights of the children in these groups 
will be respected and their final disposition will 
be decided in agreement with the Inter-Governmental 
Committee of Refugees. 

h. The children who enter France will receive a medical 
examination and will be hospitalized whenever ne­
cessary. 

c. These children will be entrusted to organizations 
such as Cud.re des Sociales des Enfants and the French 
Red Cross; these organizations come under the Juris-
diction of French Administration. 

d. The children will be ~iven in France all the care 
their contition requil'les . 
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6. Pracitcal Methods of Operation: The French Government 
agrMs to make available to SHAEF, fo~ the repatriation of these 
chi'.ll!h-en, the medical trains at the disposal of the Ministry of PDR, 
insofar as they are not used for the repatriation of French political 
deportees. These trains will carry qualified personnel and special 
food for children. Moreover, it should be specified t hat: 

a. the above measures are not applicao1e to French 
deported children for whom the French Government 
is asking immediate repatriation and who will re­
main under the sole authority of the French Govern­
ment, neither is it applicable to children who are 
citizens of the United States, the United Kingdom. 
These latter children will be immediately taken 
over by SHAEF and will travel through under . that 
organization's authority. 

b. The French Government is considering favorably the 
granting of similar advantages to other deported 
children but, before it agrees to other repatriation, 
it wishes to be informed by SHAEF of the number of 
deported children presently in Germany and of the 
number of children which Allied nations and neutral 
countries intend to receive. 

c. The French Government considers that UNRRA does 
not have the authority to be concerned with children 
even foreigners who ;are on French territory. 

For the Minister of Deportdes, 
Refugees and Prisoners. 
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UPflliMB IIBAD DART.tRS ALL.i.l!iD i!XPt!Jl .i:lvnArl.i. ~ W!~ 
FO,RCB - G-5 DIVISION ~ Ov-.:) 

• DISPIAC D Pl:'J'RSONS BRANvH 

SHA~Ff.G-5/DP/2814 May 25, 1945 

SUBJEClJ.1 : Plan for Care ol' Children 

TO: Head , Supreme H.Q., A.BF~· ission France 

1. Ref'e1•ence is made to memorqndum from Supreme fI . • , AEl .as sion 
ranee, AC 383 . 7 - 8 GE dated 20 May 1945, reconunendin6 the acceptance 

of a proposal oy the Franch Goverrjment to care l'or chll'dren 'found in 
◊errnanJ who are unaccomr.nnied by parents . 

2 . The proposal of the •'rench Govel'nment under date of' 19 May 
1945 was attached to the memorandum from Supreme H. Q., AEP Mission, 
France and set for.th the general conditions under which the chilaren 
would he accepted . 

3 . Ir;i. connection with the specific proposal of' the French Govern­
ment this H • • agrees to arrange for the movement of children now at 
the Buchenwald camp and such other chil ren as may be agreed uppn later 
suoject to the following conditions: 

a . All children wlll be accepted up to and including 
16 ;y:ears of age who are citizens of Allied or co-belli­
gerent nations , stateles$, or German Jews found in camps 
or prisons . '.. , 

b. These children whose nationality can be determined will 
be subject to such disposition as their own Gaernment 
w:!.shes to make . · 

c . These children who are stateless will be subject to final 
dispotioion by the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees. 

d . 'fue entil e plan for the care ana. resettlement of such 
children will be suaject to the supervision and aporoval 
of Supreme H. • , AEii' or its successors , namely Control 
Commission for Germany (British .i.::lement) and the U. S . 
Group Control Council. · 

4 . Specific arrangements for the care of these c1ila.ren in France, 
including hous1n5, medical exa.mina tion and general welfare will be ar­
rangeci betwe-.m the .French Govern.'Uent and its cooperating organizations 
and Supreme;{ H.Q,., ARP ~ilssior1 France . . 

5 . It is anticipated that the se children-maYJ be moved shortly an 
it is requested there.i'ore that Supreme H. Q. . , AKB' Mission Prance fmlibow 
throw;h with the ar1·angements as soon as possible . 

1<1or the Ass.i_stant Chief of' Staf~ , G- 5 

S. R. Mickelsen , 
Brigadier Goneral, USA , 
Chief , Displaced orsons Branch 
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&TPREME BEADQU'.AF.TERS 
ALLIED EXPEDITION.ARY FORCE 

. G-5 J?ivision 
Displaced Persons Branch 

17 May 1945 

SUBJECT: Eva.cu.a tion of Unaccompanied Children from Germany. 

TO •. tr. Fletcher C. Kettle, 170 A Great Portland Street, London. 
(thru. Chief mmRA Liaison Officer). 

1. As you know many informal and formal proposals are being made to 
give temporary care to unaccompanied children now in concentration camos and 
assembly centers in Germany. The plans that have come to nzy- attention:- are 
one from the French Government, the Swedish Government - proposal on which 
mm.BA is working, propo:sals in process from the International Red Cross, Swiss 
Governoent, and the Don Su.isse. In addition it appears some plans are being 
discussed in Belgium and Great :Sri ta.in. 

2. Informally the Army has established a policy of ret1oving children 
from concei:itre.tion camps as qu.ickly as possible and it is su.ggested th.at UNRRA, 
London, should acquaint itself from that end with the proposals being discussed 
there and should submit to SHAEF firmed plans with governments or agencies with 
l;hich it desires to cooperate. This end--I am attempting to r~resent UlIRRA 
in this area as best I can. 

3• The plan of the French Government is the farthest along and I 
understand that the written proposal is being forwarded from SHAEF iission 
France this afternoon. While I haven't seen the proposal in writing I leaJ.':aed 
that it calls for the transfer of 1,000 children from Germaey to France _under 
the official sponsorship of the French Government which plans to delega.te the 
responsibility of care to private welfare agencies - Protestant, Catholic and 
Jewish. As I understand it the proposal gives UNRRA. the privilege of obser-

/ 

vation and also given UNRRA. the decision of the disposition of the children. 
The general principle accepted at SHAEF is that "ONRRA.' s function is care and 
the function of Interg;overnmenttl Oo:tm:1ittee rese.'ttlement. These children's 
projects therefore immediately bring up the matter of relationships between 
these two organizations. May I ur€e you to make certain that the gppropriate 
person in UNRRA. contact Sir Herbert Emerson to work out formal relationships. 
At this end, Mr. Malin and I informally agree on administrative relationships 
but it is useless for us to continue to discuss them uutil some kind of a• 
formal statement has been arranged in London. 

4. InaStlllch as the French project is likely to get started in the 
relatively near future I should like to propose the following functions for 
a small UNRRA unit which would take care of mmRA.1 s responsi bili -cy. 

a. 

b. 

Maintain minimum records of children for UNBRA. 

Ob-serve the care of children and work cooperatively with the 
agencies. 

/ 



. . .. 
A c. Encourage procedures for contirm.ed effort to identify nationals 
~d to acCWJUlate additional information which might be necessary for repatriation 
and resettlet1ent. 

d. Recommendation on repatriation in individual cases. 

e. Regular reporting to UNRRA on status of children. 

f. Cooperate \-ri.th the Intergovernmental Committee representatives 
on plans for the non-repatriables and recommend to UN.RR.A on the time of notifi­
cation to the Intergovernmental Committee of the transfer of responsibility. 

5. Some of the above functions might not apply precisely to the specific 
plan which is being suggested. but in general these seem to be the broad :functions 
that uill be UNRRA.• s responsibility. It is suggested the,t a small staff of perhaps 
two professionals and one secretary-stenogra;pher be attached to the Ulme.A Mission 
to France to assume this responsibility for UNRRA. One of these persons should be 
a general welfare person and the other a child welfare specialist. 

6. It is my recommendation that the present welfare Ml. personnel in our 
Paris Mission not be usedJ as very poor relationships exist with the SIIAl!i Mission 
to France and with the other agencies with whom they would have to work. From 
UN.BRA.• s standpoint the project will have a very mu.ch better chance of success 
if new personnel are provided. 

7. For you1· information Mr. Patrick MaJ.in and I are planning to teke a 
trip to the :Buchenwald concentration CallI,P next week for the purpose o:f getting 
specific information on the children there and for making preliminary plans 
with respect to the proposed movement into France. 

8. Will you. :please see that the a;ppropriate persons in UNRRA. are provided 
with a copy of this memorandnm. 

c;/z .. ,,f '2, ~'~ 
BENJ. E. GD 
Processing Center Section. 
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