
Note to Mr. Riza

C^' WESTERN SAHARA: SECRETARY-GENERAL'S LETTE
^~" "feTTHE SECURITY COUNCIL

Bm I 9 1998

1. Please find attached, for the Secretary-General's approval,
a draft letter to the Security Council which reports on the
identification process and other MINURSO activities pursuant to
Security Council resolution 1133 (1997) of 20 October 1997.

2. As you are aware, SRSG Dunbar has reccomended that, pending
the completion of his first tour of the region and further
consultations with' Headquarters and Mr. Baker, the Secretary-
General provide to the Council a strictly factual account of
MINURSO activities, and suggested that this be done in the form
of a letter.

3. As already stated by the Secretary-General in his report to
the Security Council dated 15 January 1998 (S/1998/35), this
letter reiterates our decision to proceed with the identification
of the 4,000 individuals who presented themselves on the days of
convocation of members of tribal groups H41, H61 and J51/52
listed in the 1974 and their immediate families. We also feel
that the Secretary-General should clarify in the letter that .
decisions with respect to any additional unconvoked applicants
from the contested tribal groups will be taken on the basis of
the outcome of identification of these 4,000 individuals (please
see the last paragraph of page 3 of the attached draft).

4. We are sending a copy of the draft to Mr. Dunbar this
evening for any final coments he may have. He was consulted on
an earlier version of the draft.

5. The Security Council has scheduled informal'consultations on
Western Sahara for Tuesday 24 February. We would be grateful
therefore if the Secretary-General could approve the attached
draft letter at his earliest convenience and, if possible, by
Friday 20 February.

Many thanks.

Bernard Miyet
18 February 1998

cc: Mr. Prendergast
Mr. Fall
Mr. Annabi



THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

18 February 1998

Dear Mr. President,

In its resolution 1133 (1997) of 20 October 1997, the
Security Council requested me to report every 60 days from
.the date of extension of the mandate of the United Nations
Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) on
the progress in the implementation of the settlement plan
and the agreements reached between the parties for its
implementation. Following my report of 13 November 1997
(S/1997/974) which included a timetable and my
recommendations for the full deployment of MINURSO, I
provided, in a letter to the President of the Security
Council dated 12 December (S/1997/974), an account of the
identification of potential voters in the referendum since
its resumption on 3 December. My report to the Council
dated 15 January 1998 (S/1998/35) provided a further
detailed account of that process and of other activities
in implementation of the settlement plan. Since then
there have been several important developments.

As members of the Council are aware, my Special
Representative, Mr. Charles F. Dunbar, arrived in the
mission area on 9 February 1998. In Rabat, he was
received by His Majesty King Hassan II and had meetings
with the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation, Mr. Abdellatif Filali, and with the
Minister of State for the Interior, Mr. Driss Basri . In
the Tindouf area, he met with the Secretary-General of the
Frente Popular para la Liberacion de Saguia el-Hamra y del
Rib de Oro (Frente POLISARIO), Mr. Mohammed Abdelaziz, and
other Frente POLISARIO leaders. Mr. Dunbar assumed his
duties at MINURSO headquarters in Laayoune on 16 February.
He travelled to Algiers on 17 February to meet with the
Algerian authorities, and will proceed to Nouakchott on
23 February to meet with the Mauritanian authorities.

His Excellency
Mr. Denis Dangue Rewaka
President of the Security Council




