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PERMANENT MISSION OP JAPAN

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

NEW

SC/61/85 8 March 1961

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you of the basic position of the
Government of Japan on the situation in the Republic of the
Congo, which is contained in the letter dated 8 March 1961
from Mr. Hayato Ike da, Prime Minister of Japan, addressed
to Mr. N. K. Khrushchev, Chairman of the Council of Mini-
sters of the U. S. S. R., in reply to the letter of 22 February
1961 from Mr. Khrushchev to Mr. Ike da.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consid-
eration.

Dr. Koto Matsudaira
Permanent Representative of Japan

to the United Nations

Mr. Dag Hammarskjold
The Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Nations
New York, New York

Enclosure:
Basic Position of the Government of Japan
contained in a Letter dated 8 March 1961 from
Mr. Hayato Ikeda, Prime Minister pf Japan, to
Mr. N. K. Khrushchev, Chairman of the Council of

Ministers of the U. S. S. R.



Translation

The Government of Japan wishes to make it clear that Japan is whole-

heartedly in sympathy with the ardent aspirations of various colonial peo-

ples and is ready to assist them in their efforts to gain independence and

to promote their national welfare. The Government of Japan is, further-

more, in full sympathy with the people of the Republic of the Congo, who,

in spite of having attained their long-cherished independence, have been

forced to lead an uneasy life under most unfortunate circumstances, and

it sincerely hopes that law and order will be completely restored as soon

as possible in the Republic of the Congo, and that the Congolese people

will establish a national regime of their own choice, by their own hands,

and without any outside interference, and will secure their territorial in-

tegrity and political independence in peace and stability. The Govern-

ment of Japan, therefore, deems it an urgent necessity for all states, in

cooperation with one another, to render assistance to the Republic of the

Congo in order to bring about her speedy national unity based on the res-

toration of law and order and a policy of reconciliation, thus insulating

the Republic both from the cold war bet we era-East and West and colonial-

ism. The United Nations can provide the most effective means of such

assistance; no other appropriate means of assistance can be found for

the solution of the problem of the Congo.

The Government of Japan regrets that it is unable to agree with the

assertion of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

that the United Nations operation in the Congo has become an instrument

of the colonial powers. The intervention of the United Nations in the

Congo has been motivated solely by the need to rid the country of outside
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interference and to insulate it from the cold war. This mission of the

United Nations has been upheld by an overwhelming majority of Member

States. It is beyond doubt that the United Nations has, in fact, never

acted as an instrument of colonialism, but has exerted its utmost to

maintain law and order in the Congo within the limits set forth in the

Resolutions adopted by the Security Council and the Fourth Emergency

Special Session of the General Assembly.

The Government of Japan believes that all Member States should co-

operate for the effective implementation of the Resolution adopted by the

Security Council on 21 February 1961, and that any unilateral action not

channeled through the United Nations should be strictly prohibited as a

violation of that Resolution. Every Member State should bear in mind

that if any improvement could be made in the future over actions which

have been taken by the United Nations in the Congo, such improvement

can be accomplished only by the wholehearted cooperation of all Member

States.

In connection with the problem of the Congo, the Government of the

Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics has presented a proposal that the

United Nations Secretariat should be reorganized so as to be headed by

the representatives of the three Groups. The Government of Japan can-

not share this view. The office of the Secretary-General is of an interna-

tional character and is, therefore, responsible only to the United Nations,

and he should in no way represent the interest of any particular State or

Group. The proposal for reorganization of the Secretariat set forth on

the assumption that the Secretary-General should represent the interest

of special Groups would transform the Secretariat into a tool serving for
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the execution of each Group's policy and would gradually lead to a com-

plete paralysis of the functions of the United Nations and to its eventual

bre akdown.

As explained above, the Government of Japan is convinced that in or-

der to achieve the purposes of the United Nations' intervention in the

problem of the Congo, all Member States must give their maximum sup-

port and cooperation to the efforts now being made by the United Nations

for the solution of the problem.
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