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o7 the ressining countries in Surepe from which mib-
stantial UNASA contribusions oould be azpected, Selglum
seemed the 1ikeliest. Denmark, Norway, Fortusal, snd such
sountries of Mmstern Furope as were shle, had already glven
or pledged thelr sontrivutione. OSwedeu and the Netherlonds
had expressed thanselves s unpreparsi %o weloome &n
sipsion seeking vontributlons. runee, in view of existe
tne conditions, sesned to warpraat soue culte special form
of approseh, &s, for instunce, u direct appeal in person
by the idreetor General, GSwitzerisnd was to be approsched
during she August neeting of the UNER Counell. Eelglium
ren: ined, - & country which has made truly rem2yinble Prog-
reas in recovery, now producing for expers, vossessing sup~
plies suiteble for industrial rehabilisation, %o whish
UNGEA mast now sttach particular attentiom, and with the
sdventaze 0f belng eomparatively close to Lhe arees of
need, goordingly, on 30 July 1946, in my telegram Trom
Lisbon to ¥eshington (No. &), I recozmended that we ROw
sound out the Belglan Govermment and, 1f it is agressble,
that we open negotisntions In Brussels lunediately arfter the
Geneva Pifsh Council meeting. In zecordance with thip recon-
nendstion, the Director Genersl, on 5 Jugust 1946 teleprenhed
to His Sxcellenecy, Ur, Puul Henri Spask, the Minister of
Forelgn Affuirs of Belgium, ssylng that UNERA would 1ike to
tura to Belglus for hely as it has simllarly turned %o other
inveded countries such s Ozechoslovakie, Yugeslavia, Polesnd,
Korway end Denmark, snd that, 1f agrestble to the Eoialnn
Government, an UNARRA Mission would proceod to Erussels about
the middle of sugust, (Copy of telegran attnched hereto as
anex "A%).

Following the despatelh of this Selegrom I got In toueh
with His mxcellemey, the Visomte de Lontsheere, ths Belgian
Hinister in Feme, thea sttendlugs the WA dounell uneeting
in CGeneva, gave hin s cory of the Director Omneral's tele-
gren, and «aked hin 4if possible to spesd & replys Several
dsys later the Vicomte showsi me sonfidentially the reply
which he bud received from Dr, Spask, the Belgion Foreign
Rinister, then in Puris cttending the Penoce Oonference, suy-
ing that in response te the Direedor Genaral's telegran of
§ sugust the Belglen Govermment would de glad to recelve
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ossible UNRNHA sontrivution, (Copy of the telsgram Trem

the Hinlster of Forelpn AfTulirs t0 the Vicomte de Lantsheere
dated 9 ‘ugnst 1946 attached as imnex "B%), The Vicomte
fhen reed %o me the text of the letter whieh he vas Arsalte
ing te send to the Director OSeneral, saying that the Belalen
Govermaent would be pleased 1o recelive the UNRNA Mission,
Thies letter was sont on 10 August 1946, (Cony stteached as
Apnex -C")o

On 15 fugust 1946, sccompanied by Mise Newcond, I flew
from Geneve, where I hed been sttending the UNRRA Fifth
Council Session, to Nrussels, We were met ut the sirpors
by Miss ‘mne Leughlin, the Chief of the UNARA Nission in
Erussels, Later that day we were Jolned by Nr, R, Herbert
and Niss Sosemary Miller, flying frem Londom,

Our Nisslon to Belgium wes composed of myself, ¥r.
Ee Herbvert, Deputy Chier of upplies of the UNERA fndu
Heglonal Office, Miss Rospemary Miller, elso of the Supply
Pepartment of the Londen Gffice, and Miss iuna Belle Newcombd,
Secretary.

On Fridey morning, 16 ugust, at 11100 o'clack, Mr.
Herbert and I oslled ct the Belgian Minlstry of Pore if-
faire snd sew ¥, “endelin, Chef du Cabinet of the stry.

e were unclble to pee Ur, Speak saf other high officlals

of the Forelin 0fflice becsuse of thelr being in Peris, ste
tending the FPesee Confersmce, ¥ith M, Wendelin were

M, Spreutels, the head of the Feonomie Heetion of the Mini-
styy of Forelem Affeirs, sad M, Vaes, ittachd to the Foreign
Minlster, We told them of the world need snd of UNRRA's
efforts to meet At, of the existing situstion ia Furove and
Asia, of the 1ixelincod of UNRRA's terminsting its activities
by the end of the ysar, snd of DNERA's dire need for sdéition-
Al supplies and rh&noiu hely in order % complete its tank
by the end or the year, VWe found sll three of the Belglon
officisls exvertionally respousive snd cordis)l smnd M, Yendelin
promised to make sppointments Tor us to see the mprronriate
Cabinet Ninigters s» soon as vossible, I 2lso recuested an
early aprointment with the Fremier,

At 12:15 on the seme morning we visited the British
imbassador, 9ir Bughe Knatehbull-Hugessen, and had & frank




-3-

nd very frieadly talk with him, He was sost cordisl snd
promised us every assistamoe,

AR 3130 we called upon Adeirel Alsn G, Kirk, the Averi-
oan Ambasseior, and told him slso of our wrosrem. He too
Was most cordial snd offered to meet sny request we nizht
mske. In response to a suggestion whieh I had thrown out,
he promised to arrange & luncheon st the Amerdlcsn lt.nhuui on
the following Tuesday, inviting to the luncheon leading Belgisn
Cabinet seubers and other officials so ey %o give me on opror~
tunity to tell them of the world need snd of sur earnest hore
Tor Belglum's hélp.

At L1130, secompunied by M, Spreutels and ¥, Vaes, ¥r,
Horbert and I oalled upon the Minister of Keonomie AfTalirs,
His Fxoelleney ¥, H. Licbaert, We found M, Licbeert re-

ive and friendly end we spoke with him #t sone length
s UNKRAYs preaent problens and our eritical need of re-
1ief supplies and finanoial help from the amsller neutions,
With the hope thut 1t misht farnish a starting point for
working out a speodifie list or supplies to be convributed So
UHARA by Belgium, we had prepared and now gsve to the Minle
rter & nanorandun setting forth & suggested list of Nelsian
supplies, (Copy attuched herete apx immex "D"). He wes nuch
interested in this ant sromised to give IV eareful counsider-
ttion. We made clear to him, ag wo 414 to the other Ministers
with whom we salked, that UNREA, realixing the shortages of
food in Belgiwm, would not press requests for fund, Instead,
We expected the Delglan gcomtribution to de largely nade up
of irem and steel products, maohinery, snd supplies for ine
dustriel rebebilitetion, together with such products as night
be obtainable in the hhzn Oolomies, perticulariy the Congo.
¥e dsked for the Minister's support when the question of sn
UNREA eontributiom comes before the Cabimet, He promised to
g&ive his vote for such & measure sad to 40 his best to find
avallable Helglen surplies,

A% 5115, sgeln mecompanied by M, Spreutels and M. Vaes,
ve ealled, the sbaence of the Winieter, upen ¥, Mathieu,
the Secretary Genersl of the Ministry of Tood., ¥e laid boe
fore M, suthieu, se we had done before the other officials,
the yroblem of meeting the worifd veed, ¥e sssin masde tlear
that we were not pressing for food from Pelaiwa bat thet we
hoped for the centribution of pslm oil end other colonial
Produets from the Congo snd asked for the help of the Einister
of Food in supporting am UNARA comtribution. M. Wethieu,
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st the sud of our conference, promised us that his Minister
«nd hingelf would zive us thelr saprort,

At 5130 o'cleck we returned to the Yorelsn Office in
order to meke arrungemeuts for = press conference to be held
on the following day, Ve talked with ths Prese Attachd of
the Minlstry of Forelgn Arfeirs, M. Very, and urronged for
& preas conference &t 10:30 on Seturday moraning, 17 iugust,
50 that the Interview could bve mublished 4in the Ssturday
afternoon papsrs,

At 7100 we returned to Sthe UNERA Offlce to confer with
Miss Leughlin with relation te our future progrem,

On Seturday serning, 17 August, st 10130 we attended
the prese conference which had deon 2rrunged by the Foreisn
0ffice. The conferensce took place in the Parlfiament Builde
fng mud wos well attended, I geve out & »ress siatenent
{for Snglish copy, see Annex "B%; French texs, Jumex *¥v),
and deveridbed the world need and the provlems now confronte
ing UNRIA, Bager Interest wes Aisplayed, mfortunately I
Bod Lo eut the oomference shert in orier 10 keep an nppointe
amt vith the ¥inietar of Finange. The interview wie written
up with large hendlines promimently displayed in the Halglen
parers ef bYoth Saturdsy aftermoon and Monday serulng.

With ¥r, Nerbert, sad agaln sscompunicd by ¥, Spreutels
and M, Vaesp, 1 cslled u the Minister of Finance, MNis
Excellenoy, M, J. Youthier at 11:00 0'elock, We found
#. Vouthier receptive nnd friendly eand disenssed with him
for chout an hour the »rodlen of world ralief, 4t the cone
elugion of our confersnce M, Vauthier sssured us that he
would supports in prisciple s Bslglan contridasion te UNARA,

He sald that the cguestion in his mind is ss to the aveilability
of Pelglan goode, mnd that 1If available surpluses coulé de

found he would srrenge for the necessary oredits. Ve
stressed the point thut we are seeklng Industrial supplies
rather than feodstufrs. The Minister promlsed to support sa
UNANA contribution when the guestion comes wp for discussion
in the Cabinmet, probubly early the following weak.

Following our confarumse with the Minisser of Finanee,
etlll mocomponied by M, Sprevtels wnd ¥, Vass, I next sclled
upon M. Gorlia, the Seoretary Genorsl of the Ministey of
Colonfes, After exylainiag %o W, Gorlis the problens OnR=-
frooting UNARA and the acute need in the world for rellef,

I disousned with him more pavticularly the question of what
supnlies night be available in the and other Belgian
Colonisn, T sxplnined that i1f She Oubhinet approves sn
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NIEEA contribution we shell hops to enter inte detalles 1o~
suszlons with offieials an’ teohniclens of the “inletry of
Colanior with regurd to Delilsn ocoloninl produstes. I also
Souched upen the quection of valm of) from tle Gonge, &
quentity of whieh UNRNA has slready contracted o bay, A
portion of thie has beon alrecdy shivped., I ssid thet Wyans
Erestly needed suprlles of suck oll and expressed the honre
Shet we Bight e able to obtaln on a donetion besis cusntie
ties additionn)l o those ulvendy yurcheamed. 1 ex reased
the hove that Belglum might eoven donate thut part of the
oil slready wnder procursnent byt not yot abivred and paid
for. 1 concluded by ssking M. Gorlie for kis snd his Minie
sber's support in the Balglam Cebinst Tor sn Usoni rontribu-
Sion, M. Gorlis premised thet we would hove both his and
hs Minlgter's support and he also ssld thst Bé would be
§lad to look further Into the question of sveilabls eolonial
produets,

In response %0 the recuest made to ug by the Forelsn
0rriee, I bellave &t the instance of the Ministor of Finence,
We prepared over the weskend s "emorandus on UNREA contribue
tions reseived from nember 'tates end the status of UNARA
expenditures on supplies wnd distridution. The o eee® TN Gon
is to be placed before the Prime Minlster and the Belaian
Ushinet. "o dolivered it o the Forelgn 0rfice ot 10:00
o'vlook on Nonday meraing, 19 ‘ugust, I sttech hereto a
copy of the nevorsadua (Annex *g%),

AS L1090 pume on the same dny (19 Augunt), acacmpanied
by ¥, Sproutels snd M. Vaes of the Yorelen Ofrice 5
Herbert and I ealled ufgon Kls Exeallemey, ¥, t:amlila Huysamg
the Prive Winlster, e Prims ¥inister and the new Govern-
ment have been In office less then twp weeks ond as & result
heve a certain freshnesn of outlook whish many Cdbinets laok.
1 spoke to tha Prime Winieter, as I bod spoken %0 the other
Hinisters, of the vorld need end of USERA's srotlems, I
explained that UlSRs had spent or obliguted for fixed relies
progrems practically ell of its finencial resources received
from She lerge weslthy countries and thet, in view of the
satenents sade by tham et the recent Oeneva UNI%4 Counell
aeeting, 1t could hope for mo additionsul funde from these
sountries, PFor the remaining four or five months of
UiiiA's existence, therefors, UNARA must be dependent upon
contrimtions received from ho swaller countyries, PFeenuss

orf its shortage of bath dollare snd eterling UNRRA Is now
being foreed to esncel contreots even for fooldstulfs aund
vital rellef nevessities. I exrlnined that we were now
seeking contributions even from the invaded countries end
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slso fron none-member countrien. 1 %9ld af what had been
glven by Yoland, by Usechoslowvaiia, by Yugeslevia, by Dene
asrk snd by Norwey. 1 pelnted out that the number of lives
which URAR. can seve now depends directly upon such contrie
uted supplien snd fundsg sz the sgaller comntries omm glve,
I said that se far ss food supplles are concerned I quite
well understood that Belgium needed all the Tood she could
produoes for her owa people, dut that with regerd to machinery
and industrial redsbilitation supplies GMARA 42 In dire need
of Sheee and T hoped that Belziua would give us ns much as
she could spare. T pointed out thnt owiang to Helgiua's po-
sition in the ‘wropean theater a ton of rellief supplies fur-
nished by Pelgius was worth twe tons fumished by & North
or South imeriosn country becnuse 1t oould be transported
80 much sore guitkly snd oheaply %o aress in nesd, The
Frime Minister listened silently and intently %o all that
I seld, Until I hsd rlnished he spoke not = word, Then,
with Llupressive dignity, he spuld that Bglgium had herpelf
suffered intensely through two world wars snd herself had
turned far hely to other nstiong. Belgium therefore, he
sontinued, could net turn ¢ deaf ear %0 appenls Tor hlp
for othar people in distress,. He maid that he could make
no definite promises now But that he felt sure that his as-
soclates would share hip Teslings amd agree with hips own
view. Jie sald that be would bring the question of sn UNREA
contribution befere thse Cabinet 2% its repulsar mesting on
the following Thursday morming and 1 told hMm of my teod
d’:rrturo the Tollowing Seturday., In the digeussion which
lowed I made several attempts te induece the Frime Mini-
ster to open the way for sy naming the smount: whiech we felt
would be reasonable so = Belgies contridution, but ths way
was not opened, At the eonclusion of our m}omn the
Prine ster sssured us sgain thet he persomslly would
favor & worthy UNERA contribution,

At 5100 pame, #guin socompanied by M, fSpreutels sad
e Vaes, Mr, Herbert and I called upon His Excelleney, N,
As Bulsseres, the Mindster of the Interior. With M,
Puisseret we went over much the sume ground as with the
other Ministers; sad wé asked for his sapport when the
UNRKA contribut ctues up for comsiderntion imn the Cabinet
seeting on Thursday moraing, At the eonclusion of our talk
the Minister promised bis full suppert,

on Tuesfay morning, 20 ‘ugust, ot 11:3%0 My, Deoxbert
and I, scoompianied by W, Spreutels and ¥, Vees, onlled
Wpon lh- Exesllency, W, F, Krooscker, the NMinicter of Im-
portations. I belleve that M, Xronacker rommerly spent
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sone tiae In Wnehington as head of the Selgisn Purchasing
Commisaion, snd cleo spent soue tive in lLondon, MNe is
quite rmlim- with UNalA operctions and we Teared misht de
priticel of them, %o suspected that in the Cabinet meeting
he might offer opposition to = Belglen eontritution teo
UNUSA and we were therefore snxious to meet him, %e¢ sroke
0 5, Kronacker of the tragle need of certain areas in
Burope and Asle for belp snd the eritienl need of UNINA

for fissunelel ssasistance fyom the ssaller nations in omer
to eamplete 1ts work during the next few months, After we
hod Finished, N, Kronsoker said thet he belleved in the
work of UNERLA and was in thorough agreement with ell Shat

I had sald, including thée need for continmued helv for UNERA,
In the very frank discuseion whiloh followed, howsver, M,
Eronacker ralsed the cuestion of whether or not the dlstyie
tion of DWRARA supplles wis delug wtilized by certain
nationa for politicel purposes amd objectives, Ee zpoke

of sertain reporte which he had recelved froz unnamed Fae
bagsles in Crechoslovakia and exvressed the fenr that UNERL
wae belng used In certain guarters for purposes other than
relief, VWe told hlm that we also had hesrd sinllar reports,
but that they had been oayefully investicated and found
sulte untrue, Several days leter I wrote to ¥, Kronacker
Lo oorredt any misdpprehenglons lingering in his aind come
corniug the rumores of Soviet efforte to use relliel dAlztribue-
tion for polliticsl purposes. I ottach a copy of my letter -
to M, Ercaschker (innex “H%): At the sozclusion of our very
friendly and Crank conversation,’ I sskef ¥, Xromicker
speciriselly whether in the c-binat dlseassion on Thurstay
the proposed UNNAL ceomtribdution would have his support, e
turned the question aside and evaded snswering 1s.

A% 1:00 o%alock Ny, Nerbert and I were gueats st the
Ameriosn imbassy ot & luncheon given In our honor by the
Aneriean imbassador, To the luncheom the  mbepssador had
invited 1sn Cabinet ofriolnls and representatives of
the Ministriss concemmed with our Nisslon, {(For a list
of the guestes present, see /‘nnex *I"). Whea the luncheon
wia over, the isubassador, following out my previous m:au-
tion, geve ne a chamew %0 apenk snd I had the opportunity
of setting forth the existing situation mnd of making a
strong eppeal for Belgima hely for UNENA,

On Yedneeday nomning, 21 am-tl.l nade » firfteen

nigute resording in French for o radlo drosdeast to be
glven over the government radio thet svening., I had
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sreviously prepured this droadesst with care in the hope
thst 1t misght be of assistance in inferming Felgian publie
opinion of UNRE:'» needs snd rerbaps iInfluence the Cebinet
decision to bte pade on the following merming. The Belgian
press Iss glven to UNNSA the widest snd most frienfly yube-
iloity through our Wission's visit, {For Imglish text of
troadennt, see Amnex “J%; Frenoh text Junex *E%),

ve hed an appointaent to see W, J. NMerlot, the Minl-
ster of the bwdget, on Vednesdey at 17:00 o'clock] but when
¥r, NSerbert and I arrived st the Ministry we found that the
Minlster hud dDeen unexpestedly onlled away. Yo vere re-
ceived inatend by H, Adam, the Seoretary Ssneral of the
uinistry., M. Vaes socompenied use,

In view of the OCebinet discussion soheduled Tor the
following dny, I felt 1t wise %o discuss with the Winlstey
of the Pudget the guestion of the smounts of the Felglan
contribution, oo as we osn gathor from renct ons in
meny cusrters the Gabinet will vote in faver of & Belglan
contritution, The smoun!, however, has Dot yet dDean dine
oussed and I felt 1% importent to [nfom the CGovernment of
our oom views ss to this 80 as to prevent ths vote of o
niggardly smount whieh 1% would be later Aifrioult %o ine
oresse. In the course of our sonversation with M, idem
therefore, efter setting forth the main ocutlines of the
worid em, ve entered Into s disouseion of the mamount
shioh in our view Pelglum night ressonadly give, Ve spoke
of the feot that Deamark, mmother oocsupied ecountry, had
msde & contribution of £5,000,000, Denmark's populstion
is nu:ny 3,000,000, *hereas Belgiuwm's stdon is
about 6,iL00 h I therefore expressed the bops that
Belgiun, which has considersbly greater wealth than Dene
mark ni.nt of vhoss industries sre now on & profuecing
basin, mighs eontribute foudle the sum whioh Demmark had
:l.'cn. 1.0., that She Belgien contributicn should be

10,000,000, M. Adam threw up bis hends snd sald thet In
his opinion this would be quite fuvossidle, - thet it would

vomme downm by tazation to repair
nn that no sovermsment @uld survive suek n tax,
.

of wer dameges for property

tima far nothing hed been paid, 5

one snd the people would resant thelr

for foreiyn nations when thelr own
unpaid and unredressed, W, Vaes agreesd with N,
the view of %th of then = centridution -
be utterly imvossible, N, Alam slso add
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bad slready been rixed for the preswmt year and thet there
are mo funds available for the reyment sf &Ry sueh grest
swount,

In the course of the Alscusnion ¥, Adawm argued that
for UNRRA to supply rew materials and sasist in gestting
fugtorles into operation in other vountries would sorve
caly te lessen Helgium's forelsn ma:kete and thus fapair
Ber own economy., e explained to M, Adem that UNREA hag
been seruapulously eareful not $o enter the field of eccomonio
recongtruction and thet UNANA's Bely ot best must necessarily
be so strietly limited to purely mergeney relief an well ag
in smount that no question could srine o8 0 UNRHA'S help
lmpeiring Selglum's mearkets, In Taet, an I explained %o
K, Adam, one of the eriticioms which is currently and pre~
peatedly leveled sgalnst URRRA 15 thet the United States,
funishing the Walk of MW supplics, is Shoreby tullding
Up senerel trade goodwill for imerican rroducts, gnining
forelsn markets for imeriesn goods sad thus profiting com=
merclally from UNR:AA.

At the sonclusion of our talk which wes cordisl
out, I urged ¥, idem %0 appeal to his Minlster, ¥, Merlot,
to glve support to sm UNiw. contridution inm the Ssbinet neet-
ing on Thursday snd also to support » contribution of generous
proportions,

Fellowing our talk with M, Adem, Mr, Herdort snd I cone
Fforred with M. Vaes in regard %o future plans. The ruesrtion
of an UNSERA eontribution was schefuled for disoussion st the
Gabinet neeting on Thursdey morning, 22 August. The convere
sations whieh had been taking plece relsate to » Selglisn sup-
ply coatribution, Seyond this, there remoins the guestion
of UNKAA's relmbursement for exvenditures in Pelstien eurrency
for mission wnd other operating expenses in Sel M, = 6
question which ham been befors the Covernment for neny months,
¥e consldered it wise atrategy not to enter inte 4iscuss onpg
Or these latter ouestions untii the larger cuestisn of =
Belglan supply coutrivution wus settled, owr intention bLeing
onge we obtained s definite pronise from the Bslglen Government
to give & specifie amount s an opersting contribution, then
0 epproanch the Uovermmunt with regard to nimhum‘ for
outlays of Belgisn ourremcy made by UNARA in Belgiun, Our
hope wes thet the latter smount could be secured in addition
%0 the emount fixed for the operating sontribut lon,

In our conversation with M, Vees, in the expectation
thet the amount of the operating contribution would be fized
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et the Cabinet meeting on the followins soming, 22 /gust,
we spoke OF the additionsl nusstions and scked M, Vags t0 ar-
range appropriate sppointuentes 80 thet the lantter cuscstionsg
could be duly taken up., ¥, Vaes promised te 4o neo,

With this purpose in mind we prepered & memorandun show-
ing the oush expenditures whieh UNRRA hed mede in Felatium
(1? on supplies, transport, &te,, &nd (2) on dependents’ al-
lotments, Ve bended %o ¥, Vnes for the Ninistry of Forelgn
Affelrs & brief atatenent showing these exrenditures (eopy
sttoshed as snnex L),

Al) of Tharsday (22 Auguet) we waited amxfously to leamn
the resilt of the Cabinet's deolslon, Xarly Thursdsy sftere
noon ¥, Vaes telephoned to say that the Gablaet meeting hed
been postponed from Thursday momming te Thursdsy aftemmoon,
On Thursday evening we tried to reaeh M, Vees %0 lesrn the
results but in spite of geversl efforts we falled to reach

On Frideay morning, 97 August, lMr, Herbert taulked teo
B, Vees and was told thet the pressure of other important
issues hed prevented the cuestion of an UNRRA contribution
coming up for discussion in the Cabinet mecting smd thet this
question wes therefore necessarily postponed until the nexs
mesting of the Cabinet, scheduled for Hondey moming, 26
Ausust, He also sald that, had the cunestion come u}on the
Gebinet, the Misister of Finmmece hed determined to sk for

& postponement of the declision in order thet M, dpask, who
was in Paris, tould be consulted, He added thet em ofricial
of the Forelen 0rffieoe was leaving for Paris tshat day (Frie
day) to conault M, and =ould return to Prussels on the
following dunday. Although I had planned %o leave Brussels
for lLonden daturday -vuh.a in view of the postponenent I

declded %o awuit the Cabinst declsion snd delay my departure
until Tuesday aftermoon, 37 sugust, I st cnoe despatohed a
letter to His Ixcslleney, the Fremier, M, Camille Huysmans,
telling him of the uwrgeney of ny returning to Vashington so
that 1 eould hastem negotistions with South ineriesn coune
tries snd requesting that the question of sn UNARA contribu-
tion be brought defure the Cabinet on the following Nenday,
(Copy of letter attached as ‘nnex "M"), Om 26 rusust I
received & letter in » from the Premisr saying that the
question will be settled on 29 Jugust. (Copy of letter ate
tached as Annex “N"),

In the meantime, ¥, Vaes hod arranged for an appointaent
with ., Von der Plancken, & representative of the ¥inistry of
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Finsnes, for Frildsy sfterncon, s0 thuat the questioh of the
reluburpenent by Selgiun of expenditures made by UNERA in
Belslan currendy could be taken up with the Palolon Soverne
mehts In order to keep thils question quite separate and #is-
tinet from that of the Belglan supply oomtribution, I decided
uyself not to undertake this disoussion but %0 leave it %o
My, Herbert snd to NMiss Laughlin, the Ohief of the UNiRA Mie-
slon in Brussels, partioulerly as the cuestion of NNAERA exe
penditures in glan currency falls peculiarly withia the
provises of the Chlef of the Srusscls Mission, In order to
tring the gquestion ofrieislly in writing defore the Pelglen
Governnent, ''r., Herbert snd I prepared s careful memorandum
on UNRRA sdainistrative expenditures in Zelzlan eurrency for
purposes othar than for the purchase of suppliss, This nemo-
rendun dated 22 August 1946, desling with both UNR:A WMission
expenses and additions)l expenditures in Belglen surrency cover-
ing partisularly the ssleries of Selgien personnel sngoged om
élsplaced persons sctivities in Germany snd justria wes pre-
sented by Mr. Herbdert to the Forelpn Ofrice through ¥, Vaes
snd wae the Bosls of the discussion whieh Nr, Herdert and
¥iss Laughlin held st 3130 Friday cfternoomn, 27 August, with
¥. Von de Plancken, (Copy of memorendum inecluding eopiu

of sorrespondence referred to therein attached ap Amnex "0%),
& oOrY of Nr., Herdert's nexorandus covering this disocussion
is sley attached (/omex "F").

In accordante with ., Vaes' suggestion, a turther neno-
readun desling with the validity of UNERa'e claln for reisburse-
Rent for expenditures in conmneotion with displaced versons soe
tivities was prepared by Mr, Rerbert and myself dated 24 August
1946, and this was slse handed by Nr. Herbert to the Pelgtian
Nianistry of Vorelgn Affoirs theough ¥, Vees., (Copy atteched up

ADNeX "'t-.-’ -

On Seturday soming, 24 iugust, we received rord from
M. Vees thet the Gobinet meeting scheduled for Nonday, 26 August,
hed to be postponed until the following Thursday decsuse several
of the importsnt Cabinet NMinisters would be out of town, This
was disappointing news. W¥r, HerbSert snd I both agreed, however,
thet in spite of serious inconveniemece I ought %o ressin in

brussels for the sake of the pressure whioh my continued pregence
would exert upon the Pelgisn Covernment, and in view of the
letter of 24 Jugust frem the Premler $0 myself (Annex "N%),
apsuring us thet a decision would be resched on Thursdsy,

29 Mgust, T declided to remain,

During the intervening days ¥r, Herbert suggested opening
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converzstions wiih aprropriste Ministries to discuss what
Belglen supplies might de nvannbh{ tut ¥, Vags felt that
until the Cabinet hed resched a decision no useful wirpose
would thus be served, WNeverthelsss, following the suggestion
of ¥, Spreutels, Mr, Herbert saw the Director Ceneral du
Comnerve Exserior, M, Suetems, and srranged for a further
confersnce with M, Creen, who 1g the Directer Cenersl of
Koonomie Affeirs in the Ministry of Neonomie Affairs, but

ie now on loan to the Ninistry of Re-lguipment, M. Creem
explained that with some insignificant exceptions the Govern-
nent doen not possess stocks of commod itles snd that theree
fore & burden on the budget in one fors or another eould not
be svolded, In discussing the availability of supplies, M,
Craen suggested ep his personsl view thet UNARA should ex-
perience no 4ifrfioulty In obtaining the follewing produects:
sulphate of emmonia, basie plag, sin, eopper, pesticldes snd
cortain other chemioanle snd -pionm seeds,

All day Thureday, 29 August, agsin we saxiously awaited
word of the Gabinet declsiom. Late on Tharsday aftemoon we
received tele ¢ calls both freom the Ninlstry of Forelign
Affeire snd slso from M, Eronsciker, the Mianlster of Importe-
tions, informing us thet the Belgien Cabinet had voted a contri-
bution to UNRRA of supplies to the value of 50,000,000 francs

(approxisately $1,063,829).

On the following morming, 30 Auguet, as 10:00 o'eclock
Wr, Herdert snd I celled upon M, Wemdelin, the Ohef éu Cebinst
in the mug'oruu. ¥e told hin of our disappointment that
the Balgianm ermnent had decided on & contridution of so
linited an smount, We sald to him, as wo had previcusly said
to other Belglsn officlials, that we had hoped that the Belglsn
Governnsnt would contribute at least ss much &s the Danish
Covernment which had given §5,000,000. At the same time we
goid that we reslined thas nl- it & mettor whieck only the
Belgiesn Government could dscide snd thet we desired to expreoss
our appreciation through ¥, Wendelin to the Pelglian Govermment
for vhetever contribution the Covernment saw rit to make to
UNREA o

¥e went on to discuss detailed srrengenents with
to the sontribution, M. Wendelin informed me theat en offieinl
notiriestion in writing wae belng sent me ond would recch me
that days (Copy sttached hereto &as Annex "#")., He also seid
thet en snoounsement of the contributisnm hed already been given
to thea press. I attach herewith & eopy of the snnouscement
whioh appesred in "La Libre Belgicue™ of 3 August 1946
(Anmex “8*) end whieh M, wendelin told me wes siven out by
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the Pelrlen Sovermment,

e next questioned M, Wendelin with regard to the kinds
of goods whish could be mede avallable snd suggosted fmmedi-
ate disouscions on this subjeot, He seid, however, that
under the Cabinet deelsion the Minister of Finenve wag cone
ferring with the other Ministers occncerned and that within
the next fow days the Government hoped to have a list of
avallable Pelgian supplies. In sgreesent with ¥iss Lsughlina,
the Ohlef of the UNARA Brussels Mission, we mude Arrangements
for the Government, ag soon as this liet i resdy, to con-
fer with Colonel en who, under Mise Laughlin, is in scharge
of supplies. %e also told ¥, vendelin what av-hablo BUT-
plics MNERA 1o particulsrly interested in,

K¢ then went on %o speak about other »ending questions,
In sscordence with the clains preseated in our two memorands
of 22 Jugust snd 24 August, respectively, with regnrd %0 the
relabursenent of UNARL by the Pelgian Covermament for UNRREL
Mission expenses, we seid that we agsumed there would be no
quostion ez %0 this sinoce the Selgisn Covermment hed already
sgreed to such payma ta, as recorded in the lotter, dnted
3 November 1944, from N. G, Pagquet, the Inspector of Finamees,
to Bir Frederiok Lelth-ioss, ¥, ¥endelin revlied that the
Ministry of Finunce had alrea@y sgreed to such reindursement,
that tiae order bad besn signed for the paynent of an sdéidl on-

al 1,000,000 fresoce, and thed the Government would be prepered
to pake this paynent early the following week.

deo next took up the question of the reimbursenent of
URERA by the Belglsn Government for salaries paid to Selgien
personnel engaged in displaced persons activities in Germany
and Austria and alse in the warehousing end transit of mili-
tary surplus supplies acquired by UNERA in Felgium. We re-
ferred to the nemorands of 22 August and 24 Mgust in respect
to this clafim, ¥, %endelin replied that the Minlster of
Finasnee had considerel this question and elso thet the matter
hed been insidentally brought up in the Csbinet mecting of the
previous day., He told us guite informally that he hed been
told that the reply of the Belgisn Covernment would be in
the negative, I said that I should regret it Intemsely if thie
should be the fiaal position of the Belgisn Government, I
a{nuu to ¥, Wentelin again that UNRRA i1s so short now of
dollars and pounds sterling that we are cotually being forced
to cenoel contruets for food snd other vital necessities and
that the nunber of lives whieh UNREA oan save derends direectly
upon what finsnelsl help it osnm secure from countries llke
Belgium, I slso read to him the provisions of Resolutiem 1k,
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Seotien 20, which seys that “so far a2t possible 2ll expenses
of the xdninhmtlu within ¢ liberated ares shall be bome
by the Government of suoh ares”, In this Resolution, Pelgium
of course, bss & masber nation, Joined. I also polated out '
that the Freunch, Wetherlands and Dunish Govermmants, confronted
by the same question, had all agree! to the validity of the
clain mnd nede payments ascordingly. I saild shet UNRAA would
be gled to enter intd disousaions &n %0 the smount of the elsim
ir the Selglan Jovernment felt that the sslaries pald were t00
high., But I urged as strongly as I could that 4 n decision
egeinst payment of the olaim hed been reached it should de
reconaidered., N, Wendelin said he doubted whether the Govern-
pent wonld reconsider the matter unless it esould be shown

that they hed previously agreed to mnake the reimbursement,

Unhappily, so far as I know, UNRRA possesses no shred of
written evidence signed by the Eelgian Government to prove
that the Government bas ever to this elain, So far as
my information goes, our only evidence is in the letter writtem
by M., NMorhange on 273 NMovember 1945 %o i, d¢ Thicusies, stating
that "I bdelleve that last summer Sir Frederiask Leith Ln dio-
cussed this suestion with Monsisur Spesk, Nonsieur Desmaela,
Monsieur Lsngenhove snd Honsieur Frere; {hw all sgreed in

prinoliple and Yonsleur Frere premised his Mill support %o e
proposal that Belgium should put ng.m million Selglam franos

to cover not only the sslaries of Delglen Plaplaced Persons
personnel, bdut also the cost of Nelfare Su es purchased in
Belglun.” (See ocopy of letter in Jzmex "0%), In the hope
thet same written evidence of the agreesent amtioned ina

M, Worhange's letter i1 obtainable we oalled london on the
long disteance tele e byt were informed that London could
give no further evidence.

¥, "endelin'es position wae that Aif the sgremment mentioned
in ¥, Norhange's letter can be substantiated or if in sny other
way it osn Be proved that the Belglan Covernment hag comal ted
fteelfl as suggested, there should be no dirffiewlty in securing
en sesumption of the obtligation by the Belglan Govermment,
Without that, however, sinee the Minister of Yinance and the
Cubinet have already considered the matter and felt unable to
esoune the obligation, there geems little chance of securing
payment.

I erranged with M, Wendelisn thet 1 would see in Faris on
Saturdey sfternoon or Sunday, the Seeretary Gengral of the
Belgian Yoreign Ofrice, M. Fernsnd Van Langenhove, who is
now with M, Speak, the Minister of Foreign aAffairs, st the
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Pardis Pecow Conlercuces If Ns Spsak or Anbsasador Vaz lLangene
hove oan coulfirm Sthe spaereesent mentiocned im N, MNorhenge's
letter, there should be a0 lffieulty in getiing the present
Belelen Covernmont to staud by Lhe agreement resched by the
former GovVernment, v

I laforamed ¥, Yendellin thnt I sbhoudé be léavisg Brussels
esrly Saturday efterncom, 31 iugust, andé in saying gool-iye
sgelin expressad to him UNIRA's epprecicstion Tor the Belglien
eontribution,

I left Drusecels, scesmpenied by Wisgs Newoonb, on Sature
dsy afterncen, 31 August, for Paris, Nr, Nerberyt snd Nise
¥iller lefs Brussels am the lollowing day for Londen,

In #erie I ot onoe got in touch with Asbeosrdor Yaa
Langenbove and urpanged o see bin on Nondey wornimg, 2 Sep=
tember, In sy conlference with him I tolé him ol our asgotie
stions ia Brusecls end took up with him the suestion of the
reistursemant to UNKUA by she Belglaz Covernment of urnu-
Suwres node 1o Jelglen ourreuncy by UNANA on seoount of She
suleries of Belglen wtionals cngeged 4in displaced persons
setivities lu Germany. 1 questisned imbessedor Van Langens
hove about the statument in the letier of M. Narwo dated
23 doveriber 1945 Fvgerdiag the distusslon wnieh pluce
in the sumner of 19495 between Iir Frederdiek Leélth~Noss,

N Speak, ¥, Tesmsele, M. Frers oud snbusssdor Van Lengeh~
hove., Ambasssdor Ven Langenheve teld me thot he remsmbersd
the diccussion with Siy Frederiek lLeitheiess but thet h¢ 114
0ot rescmber sny sgreement ia priceiple hoving been resehed,
In fees, he sald thet following the discussion with Eir
Frederick lLeith-Ross he brought the metter up with the Nini-
ster of Flaunge who wes éislnelinet o glve & fuversbls re-
ply. In other words, Aubsssedor Ven lLungenhove Solé ne thet
B0 sgrecaest hed been setuslly resched but thet, on the con-
trary, the Minlster of Finsnoe hed ccusidersd the request
and Surned it down,

I went on %o disouss the wihole question with Anbesseler
Yan lLangenhove and geve hiz coples of the memorsnde of
22 August sad 24 August which we had given to the Foreigh
office. I polnted out Lo imbessedor Van lLangenhove Lhe words
of desolution 14, Jection 20 .rned ot the UNKRA Comngll
meoting in Atlentie City, whdoh M, Spack bhimself hed sttended
as o vepressatative of Belgiwm. I wlse told Amubessslor Vsan
Lengenbove thsat the Freneh and the detherlands Goverunments,
to whom the same question wus presented, cech scknowledged

the olslm and made payment,
on the other hand, I sald Shet I dealred 10 present the




muetter to She Delglien Covermnmeat not se ¢ legel obligetion

but «» & ¢laism of humenity. The punber of lives whlch TNERA
¢en seve beotween now 2nd the terminetion of itas lebors depends
dlireotly upon the size of the contributions glvem by the lees
wealthy sountries, such as Belglwa, I seld List I grestly
hoped Shet ¥, Speak would take this view of the matter and
urge strongly wpon She Premier and hils Usbinet eollesgues that
the Belglen Govermment shouwld recognize tils cleim for UNEKA'S
relabursement,

In reply, Ambossedor Veu longeshove #0dd thut he bad sle
woys urged the payment of thils elils sud would continue to do
80, He promised, ot ny request, to take She setter wp ot cunce
with M, Spank sod sapressed the hops thet k., Spesk would tuke
the same view of the matter which he does snd urge upon his
collsagues revognition of this olelm, We both sgreed that
onoe the velidity of the oleim ie recvognimed the guestion of
the emount of the salerlies pald to the Bolglans in question
can be discusped 1n subsggquent coavarsstions, '

/mbsssedor Ven langenhove teld me thet W, Epuak expected
to be lu Nrussels on the followlag Thursdesy, 5 Deptember, snd
would doubtless take the mptter up ot that time witn the
Fremler and bis Cabinev collosgues.

1 expressed Lo Awbussador Van Lsugenhove ny apprecistion
for his kinduess end expressed the hope that ¥, fpask wonld
exercise the fall welght of Lis lafluence in Lhe coming Cebinet
weeking to seoure a recoansiderctieon by the Cabinet of UNRRA's
reimbursemsent,

In sccordence wilh wy promise 4o M, Vondelin 1 st ohee
sent & letter %o him (Ansex "), inferming Ma of my conver-
sation with inbsssedor Ven langenhove. At the sune time I
sent & eopy of shim letter %o Mos Mertert in londom so thet
our Loaden Office could fellew up on she metter and continue
the erffort te secwre relnbursenent for this very substuntial

outlay. ;

I left Peris ot 3:100 a.n, on Tueslay, } Deptenbder, sad
huviag resched Now York at 1:00 -mummnxu-}&
Geptenber toek She traln to Washlugton, reeching there esrly
thet seme morning. - _
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Vendredi 9 aout 1946, 11.30h.

Telegramme transmis par Departement a Mr. Lannlee, Ceneve.

Pour lLantsheere et Wauters.

Veuillez informer La Guardia en reponse son telegramme

aout que recevrons volontiers mission Sayre en Belglaoue
BiYy

pour examiner question soulevee stop Impossible prendre
decision principes sujet particlipation Belglgue dans amction
UNRRA sans savolr dans gquelle mesure nous nNous engageons

stop




Copy

Belglan Delegation to the

5th Session of the Council
of U.N.R.R.A. Geneva, August 10th, 1946.

Dear Mr., LaGuardia:

In the telegram you addressed to Mr., Spaak,
Ministre for Foreign Affairs of Belgium on August 5th,
you raised the guestion of a possible Belglan contri-
bution to U.N.R.R.A, and you suggested that you would
like to send to Brussels an U.N.R.R.A. mission headed
by the Honorable Francis B, Sayre Diplomatic Adviser
of U.N.R.R.A., and former U.S. Assistant Secretary of

State.

I have been asked by Mr. Spaak to inform you
in reply that the Belglan Government will be pleased
to receive in Brussels & mission headed by Mr, Sayre
to examine the question. You will appreclate that at
this stage they cannot take a decision on the matter
ralsed by you without having gone into 1t more fully
end studied its implications further,

With the assurance of my highest comnsideration,
Very Sincerely Yours,
V. de Lantsheere

Member of the Council for Belgium

The Honorable Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia
Director-General

U-NIRI R‘A.

Palace of the League of Natlons,

Geneva.




. (ANNEX "D") .

U 12‘ . “g *ig Aa

The followlng iz » list of commedities vhich would
be of great vslue in the relief and rehabilitation of ware
devastated countries. In prepering it snm attemnt has been
made to select items of & kind which it aight be possible
for Belgium and the Colonles to supply. It may well be,
however, that there ere other commodities which Belgium
eould furnish snd which, becsuse of imperfeet informetiom,
have not here been included, The needs of liberated coune-
tries are of u most varied deseription and the mission aeks
therefore that thelir attention should be drawn to goods of
any kind which might be of value in this work, The follow-
ing, therefore, should be regarded as & provisional list to

whioh items might well be added for concideration:

(1) Industrisl vehsbilitetion purplies:

(n) Iron snd steel produete, seni-sanufactures,
€.+ sheetn, bars, ete., &5 well as more
fully Ifebricated goods, o0.g. naills, sorews,
fish-hooks, eto,

(b) Non-ferrous metals; tin and antimeny,

(¢) Non-ferrous manufsctures, e.g. brass sheets
(=114 temper for further nrocessing), copper
discs for cooking utensils,.

(4) Boiler tubes.

(e) Compressors.




(r) Electriea) machinery
{z) Textile machinery acoessories.

(h) General construction equimment, o.g.. hols
. » . » t8|
Jaoks, pumps, Jack-hammers, ete,

(1) ¥igesllanecus chenmionls,

(2) Agricultursl snd fisheries rehabilitation supplies:

(a) Fertilizers: sulphate of exmonis; basile alag;
superphosphate of lime,

(b) Pesticiden, e.z. copper sulphate, sodium flucsilicate
(¢) Seeds, o.g. lupine, sugsr beat, peas,

(4) Agrioultural harness.

{(e) Rarffia,

(f) Boney extractors.

(€) Livestoek: horses end stellions.

(h) Fishing equipment, €8+ lines, nets, hoats,

{(3) Food:
(2) Paln Olive

(b) Mixed colonisl beans
{e) Fiash
(d) Fish Olde

(4) ZTextiles and Textile aocemsories:

(a) Cotton Thread
(b) Bewing needles

(e) Yarne

Srussels, August 16, 1946,
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UNRR

Contributions by Member States
Egptnditure on Supplles and Distribution

Contributions

(a) Adainisgtrative: Under the reseolutions of the

UNeRR.A, Council, sll nember States are asked %o
make annual eontridbutions to the adsinlstrative expenses
orf the Administretion in aocordance with assesanents
nade sgainst then by the Couneil., The total sum of ade
ainistrative contridbutions for the three years 1944, 1945
and 1946 1s about £29,000,000, With two or thres mimor
exceptions, contributions have been paid in full for the
years 1944 and 1945, and the very greet bulk for the year
1946 has also by now been remitted, PBelgium has paid in
full for the three years 19AL-46,
(b) Operating contributions

The bulk of UMN.R.R.A, contributions consists of
operating contributions for the purchase of necessary
supplies and for the paynent of genersl operating ex-
penses, lor example, for the oare and repetriation of
displaced rersons.

(1) None-pecupied member ococumntries: The Resolutions

of the Counoll originally eslled upon all member
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tates whose territories were not occupled vy
the enemy to contribute towards the orverating
SXPERMEE OF UN HeRoh. 8 sum equal to one ner
eent of their national incoms for the Year ending
30 Juns 1943, A few months after Uelof Roiy had
Pegun to ship suppllies it was ssen that this sum,
emounting to about §1,800,000,000 would be entiree
1y insdequate, and at the Councll meeting hell! in
London in August, 1945, the non-occupied member
Jsates were asked to contribute & further one per
eent, making two per ocent Ih all, The srineinsl
contributors, epart from their amnusl administrae

tive contributions, heve glven the followins eamounte:

Country Contribution

United 'tﬂt.aaunt-aa.-oooouqnanl.o‘?z.(‘q'?'SO":'.GnO
United }Iinn‘{‘.a:‘:............-....u. 620.°75|00°
Cana(';a..........u..........uuu 137.8?1,719
r-ultmlia...u...n............... 76.1!'2'500
Bl‘llllo.o..-‘..-...a--.....os¢---o 39.5‘-—2’500
Indiuoo--tchn.nb.oosos-ooonsnaoc-t 2‘).000.000
Union of South f.friou............. 17.830.000
NOW ZonlAlB.enseissvscsssncvseones 16,860,500

Other mesber States both large and gmall have cone
triduted proportionstely to thelr resourcans, The
eontributions to U.N.R,R.A. have totaled about
£3,700,000,000,

The UN.ReReAs Couneil further recomsended that

these contriduting countrics should make not lese
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than 10 per cent of their econtributions avalle-
able in free currency, the remaining 90" ususlly
taking the form of supplies from the countrios

themaolvens or their volonies,

Even the enormoup sum Just mentioned proved not enough,
The Director General of UN.R.A.A: in & statement clirou~
lated to memder Goveraments prior to the Council mesting
in Geneva, explained that the dare minimun needs of the ecoun-
tries still dependent on U N.R.H.As amount to nearly
$1,500,000,000 more than the Administration has at its dis-
posal, UN.H.E.A. heas therefore urgent need of ssslistence
from all countries with availabdble resources, including thore
whioch were invaded but whioh have now recovered sufficiently
to be able %o help, those countries slithough atill dependent
on UiN.ReReAs whioch nave surpiuses im parsionlar commoditles,
and evan countries wilch wre uov nomvers of UM H.lteh,

The Resolutions of the Couneil recommend that mamber
Governments, other than those whose home territory has not

been ooccupled by the enemy, should, if they are able to do

80, in eddition to their administretive contribution, comtrib-

ute to the work of the Administretion for relief and rehabili-
tetion outside their own territery.
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(11) Inveded states: The following centributions

have been received from invaded states (values
exvressed in Americen dollars)s

Ozechoslovakias 2,000 tons of suger,

Value, 210,000,

Denmark: Seversl thousend tous of fresh end

galted fish end 20,000 horses. Value, 15,210,000,
Norway; OCsnned meat, potatoes, codliver oll

and other fish produsts., Value, §3,000,000,

In addition a speelal loweinterest oredit up

to #3,000,000 has been extended to countries
aspinted by UM ieiteAs

Poland: 100,000 tons of corl end 25,000 tons

of cement, Value, #1,050,000,

Yugoslavia: Cement to the value of £30,000,

France: France has not yet given & contridbution

of suppliea. Nevertheless UM,/ H.A. has Teo~
ceived from the French Government eertain cash
contridbutions in Fremch frenee in addlition teo
ite aduinistrative contributions of 01,220,000
which have been paid in full, The sdditional

French contributions, and the purposes for whioh
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they were made, are as follows:

French francs

Expenses of UN.ReR.A,

Paris Missiol,.sseccncevsssnnsosse 25'000,000
Operationz]l eXpenseSsessessesssss 150,000,000
Paris Mission expenses 1946...4640 20,000,000
Operstiona)] eXpens€BSecccscsescess 200,000,000

Total 195,000,000

The Netherlends: The Netherlande also has not

made & contribution of supplies but hasg mede a
oagh contribution of about 3,800,000 guilders
toward operation expenaes,

Non-member countries: Contributions from none

mamber countries includei-

1) Argentina: 150,000 tons of vheat. Approxi-
nate value, £7,800,000,

2) Portugel: Fish, wolfram, tin, ocrude drugs,
cotton seed end miscellaneous suppllies,

Value, §1,000,000,

3) 8. Rhodesla: Medloal supplies and industrial

equipnent. Value, $594,998,
L) Italy: 5,000 tons of salt, Value, $40,000,

2« Expenditure on pupplies and distrivution of supplies

The annexed tables show the value of UN.R.R.,A, shipe

ments up to 30 June 1946 with provisional estli mates for the
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sonth of July. The percentage figures shown in colwm.

(L) sad (7) show to what extént the Mull Ul R.R.A, pre
grammes up to December, 1946 have been shipped by the

dates shown, The first teble shows the countries to whieh
the supplies have gone, and the second, the bdroad commodity
groups on which U.N.R.H,4,'s resources are belng expended.,
As the ssoond tabdle shows, szbout three-quarters of the full
programme for food end clothing has now been shipped., In
the two groups of sgriculturs] and industrisl supplies,

however, less than one Jalf of the programme had beem

achieved by the 3lat July, 1946, The log in the delivery of

agricultural end infdustrial supplies s due largely to the
fact that sgricultaral and ipdustrial goods take in many
cases longer to produce snd also to deleys due tO the re=~
conversion of fastories, mainly in the U.8,4A, and U.K.,
from war to passee nroduction,

Farthermore, due to the pitiful state In whiel the
eneny left many of the cccupled sountriese snd to the
dissstrous drought of 1945, UM H.R.4. found it necesssry
to expend a far higher proportion of ite resourees and
to concentrate more effort on supplies of food than was
originally plenned,

It is obvious that the remnining task of UN.i,i.A.

" devends to & very great extent upon phimments of




sgricul tursl : istriel supplles, particularly seeds

fertilizers and such comnodities as iron and steel
roducts, non-ferrous metals snufectures, mackinery,

general construction equipment and the like., Indeed, it

industricl smappliecs that Belglium can

reander the maximum sssicstsnee to




(ANNEX "H")

Hotel Metropole
Brusgsels
25 August 1946

My dear M, Kronacker:

1 was hoping to see you for a few minutes this mom-
ing in regard to the UN.R,R.A, contribution and regret
thut the pressure of other work prevented your seeing me,
I am therefore sending you these few lines,

In our converseation last Wednesday morning, 1 felt a
1ittle disquieted because I sensed that you were not en-
tirely convinced by what Mr, Herbert and I sald. The need
of U.N.R.ReA, for the next few months 18 so eritical that
I sm sure you will forgive my troubling you egain, Your
influence upon the Councils of the Government is great and
I am particularly desirous that you know the truth free
from various distortions which I Tear have been in current
eiroulntion, You will remember that we were dlscussing the
rumors which you had heard in Prague that the Soviet Coverne-
ment was utilizing UJNN.R.R.A.'s distribution of supplies In
order to gain ite own political objectives, These were
buttressed by the fuct that it is a Russian who 12 the Chlef
of the U.N.R.R.A. Migsion in Czechoslovakia, Yesterday I
happened to read in the LONDON TIMES of 22 August 1946
(page 5) the statement written by the TIMES correspondent,

lately in Slovakie, saying:

"The change to-day, little more than a year
after the end of the fighting, is simply astound-
ing, thanks in part to Unrra, in part to help
given by the Czechs, and in part to the industry
and resourcefulness of the Slovaks themselves,
who seem to have avoided many of the bureaucratic
pitfells into which other parts of the country
have fallen. The Slovaks are nearly unanimous
in their gretitude to Unrra, and fully appreciate

His Excellency

M. P. Kronacker,

Ministry of Importations,
Brussels.




the fatt Thet they 4o not have to ‘pay aaye-
thing fer help reseived froa this source.”

This unecniveooal statement that "the flovaks are Deale
1y unanimous in thelr gratitude to UNNALA® would seem pretty
glearly o disprove the statement whioh you heard in CUzeoboe
alovekis, Oaly today 1 was Salking with one of our UMN A 8.4,
deputy ohiefs of atafT In Yregue - an ‘merieosn - whe told
me Tlatly that nelither 414 She Cxechs think that the relief
supplies sent by UM 08,4, sussated Tron Sussis ner 412 the
offielal kanow of ote single instance of an effort bdeing ande
by Soviet suthorities %0 spresd this ifmpression, /2s & natter
Of foet, as Nr, Herbert suid to you the other day, the rumore
te whieh you referred and which we knevw were widely eoirecue
lated, were very sarefully investijated snd found entirely
untrue.

I was bBoving that I night have the opportunity of a fow
words parsonally with you %o take up any ceritioliems which msy
linger in your ming sbout UN.i.8.4A. Eellieve ms, ny dear
¥, Eronscker, the need 18 very resl snd UN,R.N.., osannot
posalibly neet 1t durisg tShese eoming months without hely fyom
the sealler countries like Salgius, I hope with all my hears
that you will support the proposal fer an UM, 0,84, contribus
tion presunably to be brought uw» in the Cadinet mecting on
Koundey normaing.

Very sincerely yours,

Yranels B, Sayre
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Radio sddress
by the lon, Franele &, Sayre
Jiplomatie /Adviser, UNARA,
Former U.5, High Coumisasloner to the Philippines,
Eﬂltl.ll, ‘uuﬁuﬁ‘ 21. 1“6

I was In Belgium In 1917 when the First VWorld Yar wae
tearing 'uwrope - and I saw how the Belglan people cowld
fighte T shall never forget the herolsa, the courage, the
gallantyy of that uneconcuersble Belglon arsy,

Little more thun twenty years later the ruthless Seraan
arnies sgain swept over Furope, lénving death and destitution
and unparalleled suffering in thelir wake, You perhaps detter
than asy other »eople know what war means. Towns sad villages
aystematically destroyed and often even the small isolated
cottages ond farm houses from which men and women ge to work
plundered or bumed or destroyed; factories boabed to rubble,
enchinery wreoked, railwaya and rolling stock destroyed, flelds
put out of cultivetion, herds stolen or killed, even nen and
wonen stolen from thelr homes and carried away into slavery.
The ohjest of modern warfere is %o eripple sll forms of e00-
nomie 1ife, - not caly to destroy military fnstallssions and
big industriel plants, but to orusk the abllity and even the
will %o work of the individual men end women in fsctory or en
fara, and Shas %o reduce the whole nation to penury snd degs
pair. This is what sodern lostruments of war can 40 - and
have dones When VeDay cune whole countries had beesn luid
suste, vhole populuntions were lackins food snd the neocegsary
aeans of livelibood, whole nations in ceonomic stagnation and
benkruptey and despelr,

The United Netions Rellef and Rebaobllitation AMduninistrse
tion - WNARA a8 it is popularly called « was set up by the
Unised Netione t0 organise for hLelp on o world busis suoh re=
sources na could be had sad so fight famine and destitutiom
remulting frow war -« to Relp destitutes people back onte thelr
Teet,

It was & superhusen tosk, the greatest relis’ underteking
in history., Yet upon its puccess rested our hapes of bullde
fng a lasting pente.

Hunger and destitution breed soclel unrest and eivil
disturbonoe, The rirst stey in bullding & stable pesoe must
be 10 gt pecples, prostrated by the raveges of war, particie
pating in the work and sconouie 1life of the world once again.
Until we d0, wo cannot nake secure the grest things for whioh




-p-

we Rave been righting, - & rule of law based upon Jjustice,
demoeracy, hunsn liberty, There oan e uo loasting security
for sny nation am long as substantial parts of the werld are
feolng hunger and diseaso and destitution, Hungry nen are
desperete men, There can be no lasting presperity for eny
aation I substantial parts of the world are saffering eco-
pomiec prostration sad facing buankruptey. Sven powerful and
prosperous nations cannot keep their people at work Iif lorge
parts of the sorld lack the purchaslag power te buy in world
sarkets. “Poverty anywhere ie s threat to prosperity everye-
where.” Two Yorld Wars have taught us In letters of fire
that no nation under Twentieth Century conditions can live
wnto 1tself alone. Yo wonther the storm or we g0 dom %0
disnater « Sogether,

iince VebDay truly remarkable progress hus Deen mode, The
herele right whieh Balgiux waged on the battlefields of the
two World Vars and in bitter und unrelenting resistance bee
hind the enemy lines has been mstehed in pesce by the heroie
strugsle and ssarifice and gallant uncessing effort whiokh the
Belgisn people have mode in factories and on the fams, « e
iilding industrial plante, getting the wheels of Industyy
turning agsin, nmstmtina the Belglen coonomy., Other
natlons have aleo been making & brive struggle but against
greater odds of devartation and with lgse foreign exchange
and oths> resourves ot thelr command,

UNER. has been helping in this progressive healing process
both in Kurope snd Asie, UNHRA has slready shipped overseas
over uaggo&ggo tons of relliel goods, valued at some

$2,000,000, These have ineluded not only wheat and flour,
ment s Suger, coffes, hospital supplies and drupgs and
veccines; seed, certain agricultural iaplements, tractors,
draft an 8, cattle and veterinary supplies; but nlso transe
port equipnent, materisls to repair bridges snd rallways, ™mw
materials for I'unus factories and thus putting men back to
work, pumps and ’3" for repeipring water supply systems, snd
slmost every conceivadle kind of goods, These supplies came from
every part of the world - from Australis, Prasil, Censda
Chile, Colombis, Cubs, New iealand, as well as from the fntted
gtates and the United Kingdom, UNRRA hag sent $o peoples in
sore distress doetors and nurees and trained welfare workers
snd industpisl experts snd men skilled in transportation probe
lems, It 13 ouring for hundreds of thoussnde of destitute
refugees and helping to get baok hone sgnin men and women and
¢hildren Ariven from their homes and from their country by
war or Oerssn cruelty. HReaching out to every comer of the
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world, UNIRA is briunging its healing toush to the vietims
of war in d4irest nesd, UNRRA has hed meny shorteomings and
made mistekos; but without UNRRA 1iterally milllions of
weople now living would de dead,

fhat 1s the present situstion? In epite of remarkedble
progress certain ware-stricken aress remsin, still in desperste
need of help., Austris ie in grave distress, Greece, shot
to pleces and sconomicelly demorsllized durinsg the war, must
have continued help.s Italy has not yet recovered to a point
where she van sustain her people by her own efforts, Poland
stlll neede help end »0 probably does Yugoslavia, Above
all, certein war-swept areas in China are In desperste need,
The Chinese Azbassedor in Rio de Jenelro recently told me
thet during the next four months 6,000,000 Chinese people
vould die of starvetion.

These peoples are looking to UNARA for help. But the
tnim is thet UNNNA has now either spent for relief work
achieved or obligsted for the fixed relief programs running
to the end of this year practicslly the whole of {ts avelle
sble funds. The greet mntributors, - countries like the
United States, ingluni, Censde, Australias - bave given up %o
two peroent of thelr natlonsl inamau sad they eamn give no
nore. Yoo UNNRA's tesk i35 otil)l unfinished, UNZRA must now
therefore look to the small nations for hely,

UHARA tofday 1s se short of m&;i g0 leooking in dellare
4

or pounds sterling, that it is aotuslly forced %o cancel @ne
tracts for the yurchase of vitally needed supplies,

The sumber of lives whiech UNARA oun help to save up %O
the end of 1946 depends vitally sad direotly upon what funde
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