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Sp cial Committee on Migration and Res 

Di plac d population and group. 
Po and. 

Octob r 30, 1943. 

Th Polish population has been so exten ively moved about within Poland 
that it is ha.rd to estimate how many are in erma11. nt homes. Over 3,000,000 
may be estimat d aa displaced, within the territory. 

Great displac ment was causea by the partition of the country bJtween 
Germany and Russia, and consequently by the invasion of Ru sia. It my be 

stimated that around 4,000,000 Poles are outside their kD u country. 

On the other hand the settlement of Germans from the Reich and southea t 
Europe has br~ht into Poland a considerable number of German and other 
European nationals. 

The flight of Polish nationals from the We tern Provinces to the east began 
after the Gennan invasion in 1939. By a decree of Oct,Bth,1939 Hitler incor­
porated estern Poland into the Reich. The population of the incorporated 
territory is put at 10,740,000 'including some 600,000 racial G rmans 0 Th 
rest of the occupied territory was put into the Gov ent General. The Gr-

man Government expelled to the Government General many of its fo er inhabit 
an • The number of those exp lled or left ie estimated at 660,000. Due to 

the fact that no provision for their r ception waa provided their whereabou, 
ill be difficult to establish. 

~bout 500,000 Reich German• are e timated to have b en settlea in:.t• th 
Incorporated Provinces including officials and industrial workers and possibl 
another 500,000 others repatriated from eastern Europe and from the Baltic 
stats .Some 134,000 persons of German race were~ brought to the .Provine• 

from Russian h ld Poland as settlers in the Incorporated Provinces. These 
Germans brought their families. Polish s-aurcees estimate th number of r­
mans broght in.ui from the Reivh and eastern Europ as 800,000. Besides, 

10,000 Dutch colonists were broght and a number of Norvegian youth employed 
somewhere in Poland. 

Figures of German settlement must be viewed with caution. They may b m 
magnified for the effect at home. Probably 300,000 settlers from the Rich 
and 300,000 from eastern Eu.rope would be a fair guess as to th number of 
German iettlers. 

Even with the shifts of population it is reported that 75 ~ of the p 
lation in the incorporated Provinces remains Polish 0 Of the original 10,000,~ 
inhabitants of th Incorporated Provinces some 1,600,000 went to the Governd 
General, an unknown number are workers in Germany so that it is probably 
reasonalie to assume that 2,500,000 Polish nationals ar displaced outside 
the Provinces. 

600,000 P)lish nationals are estimated to be racial ermans. They w re 
probably registered as Germans. 

In the Government General it is estimated that 300,000 ~ermans hav can 
in from the Reich. In 1941 th region of Lublin was declar d an area of Ger 
man colonisation. Not loog after the occupation this area a set asid a 
a getto and some 30,oo0-40,000 resia nts of German race· re removed. Sub-
sequently, bxJua the Jews sent there, removed ana a numb r of German fr 

Russia and eat rn Europ settlea in the region. 
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Most have left for Africa where there are at 1 ast 21,000 in camps, 3000 
are suppos d to be in Palestine;some 2000 went to Br.India whenc 750 went 
to a camp to ico. 0v r 5000 may remain in Teheran. AbO\lt ~5000 Polish 
sol iera came from Rus ia and joined th Polish army in the Kear East. A 
Br.Indian report is quoted estimating that army as 100,000 including 

25,000 from orth Africa. · 

Another flightx:fxlm of Polee took plac thru. Hungary and Roumania her 
only a few remain, Many civilians w nt to France and oth r European cO\lntri 
including erican cO\lntriee.3000 arrived in Italy,more in France. Sane 
tens of oasands .of soldiers found their ay in France of which a good part 
escaped to Britain. About 14000 cross d the Swiss border and were intern d 

The Cz choslovak Government ha reported to th L ith-Ross Com. that 
50,000 of their nationals are in Poland and many desire . to return to Czecho 
slovakia after th war. 



UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 2 5. D . C . 

28 .June 1944 

~O: T~omas • Coley 
Dery,t D rector Division on D~splaced Persons 

FROI : ,'71/ 
.1!.uro ean ranch 

The followin a neal appears in ZY"i,IA, a Polish peasant ,omen's 
under round pa er of January 1944. It has been cop·ed and trans­
lated by us frorr. a nhotosuat of the ori inal paper: 

ote 
'l'T.&;N2:ION. 

Mass m ~rations of people fleein~ before the approaching 
front have already be un. The rallwa stations in the Lubl n 
D str ct are full of refu ees cam.pin· in the stations and 
goinp; west without an definite d rection. We .iust eerie to the 
assistance of t:bese people. ie appeal t all women whom our 
paper will reach, and all or anized pea ants to immediately 
help the popul t )n dr · ven out and flee in,... the front. le 
a peal in articular for you to:-

1) facilitate to those who pass through, the ~urchase of the 
pr··me nee ss ties ( t o d ab ve all 

2 or~an ze care of childre~ nd sick people, 
3) supply food to those who cannot buy it and want to proceed, 
4) inquire about the destination of the refu eec. Those l{'O 

r:o into the u~1knovm vii thout fixed des ti at{ on sho ld be 
stopped ana directed to vlllaM~S situated far way from 
frequented :t: i,,.hways, a.nct ther!7~lould be surro ded w th 
sympathetic care. 

5) observed 1 ~ently whether there are homeless children 
w· thout protect on. i~ese should be stopped and received 
nto ·arr· 1ies. 

6) counteract possible profiteering and in reasino- prices for 
articles of food. These actions r11ust be started at once. 
Ener~et c help and sympathetic, brotherly attitude to all 
those who are in need, is the fiI•st corunand. The details 
of the action w·11 be ela orated br eacl villa~e, and by 
each corn 1.1.1~ ty, depend n on the needs and their possi­
bil ties. 
Help1 

Unquote. 



... 

Thomas l,. . Cooley -2- 28 une 1944 

I ~ould appreciate it if you woula let us Anow if si llar 
matei> · al is of interest to o if ,;;e sr ... Juld come across 
it in the curse of or studies of ori inal Polish sources. 

cc. Mr . M. trtenshikov 
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TO: 

F1ROTu1: 

UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1 S44 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25 . D . C . 

Thomas M. Cooley II 

20 June 1944 

V. J. Tereshtenko C'1 · T 
SUBJECT: 1,.emorandum ree:ardin population in Poland 

Attent on: Miss E. Longley 

As ar:reed, am send n you herewith a copy of my 
short memorandum submitted to r~rs. C. A. Ryshpan 
on June 3, 1944 regarding population in Poland. 

Attachment. 
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OFPIC:C 0::-' r.t:RATEGIC SERVICES 
Research and Analysis Dz·anch 

R ~ A To 1802.12 

T.,..::A , :D POP LAI IC.. 0.,., • .. •r , CQt,.,_'TiU S OF 1 '", OPE 

y Ct: s r.··:n GIWU .. 'S: or .f-l;D 

24 October 194.1. 

'HRATUTl 

tt nt on is ca.11..,d to a typographical rro in 

1. no 9 of p ,. "' 25 o:f the o.bove study. For "the figure 

of 100 000 , '"e d 0 tl c .fiGUre o:f 1 063 000". r ecipionts 

of this ropor are reque tcd to raake this corr•E:.ction on 

th 1r co io.., r to atto.c·1 this er?' t'Ul'il sheet t tho reporto 

RESTilIC'lL'D 
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/s/ F.w. LEITH-ROSS 
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UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 25 , D . C . 

SEPTEMBER 14, 1944 

TO: GOVERNOR H. 

FROM: 

As YOU ARE AWARE, THE CAMPS DIVISION HAS BEEN 
CONDUCTl~G A CONTl~UING STUDY OF CONDITIONS IN EUROPE, 
ESPECIALLY POLAND, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO THE 
NEEDS FOR CAMPS IN THAT COUNTRYe SINCE YOUR RECENT 
STAFF MEETING, AT WHICH ADDEO EMPHASIS WAS PLACED UPON 
POLAND, VE HAVE DOUBLED OUR EFFORTS AT ANALYZl~G THE 
CAMP SITUATION ANO ARE ELL ON THE WAY TO PRESENTING 
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OUR OPERATIONS THERE. 

THE POSITION OF THE PEOPLE OF POLAND AND POLISH 
NATICNALS OUTSIDE THE BORDERS OF POLAND AT THE PRESENT 
TIME IS CHAOTIC TO AN EXTENT THAT TAXES THE IMAGINAT­
ICNe WE FEEL THAT THE PROBLEM OF CONTROLLl~G ANO 
HOUSl~G THE DISPLACED PERSONS OF POLISH NATIONALITY 
WILL TAX ALL THE INGENUITY OF CAMPS DIVIS ION ANO WILL 
BE, IN EFFECT, OUR MAJOR TASK WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPT­
ION OF CHl"A• 

AccoRDl~G TO THE BEST AUTHORITIES AVAILABLE, 
THERE ARE AT THE PRESENT TIME, FIVE MILLION OR MORE 
POLES DISPLACED ITHI POLAND ITSELF. THERE ARE 
APPROXIWATELY 2,500,000 POLES I. GERMANY IN CONCENT­
RATION CAMPS ANO AT FORCED LABOR, WHO ILL HAVE TO 
BE REPATRIATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THERE ARE TWO TO 
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND ADDITIONAL POLISH NATIONALS IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES AROUND THE ORLOe 

WITHI~ POLAND ITSELF CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATES 
POINT TO THE FACT THAT THERE ARE ONE MILLION PERSONS 
OF OTHER NATIONALITIES, SUCH AS RUSSIANS, CZECHS, AND 
SERBS, WHO MUST ALSO BE REPATRIATED. To HANDLE ADEQ­
UATELY THIS GREAT NUMBER OF VARIOUS DISPLACED PERSONS 
WILL EAN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GREAT NUMBEn OF CAMPS 
OF VARIOUS TYPES AND DESCRlPTICNS. 



2 -

GOVERNOR LEHMAN - CONT 1 D. 

IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING TAT LJNRRA CONTEMPLATES 
SENOI GA MISSION OF OBSERVERS TO POLAND I~ THE NEAR 
FUTURE• IN Vl~W OF THE TREMENDOUS RESPONSIBI ITY HICH 
WILL BE PLACED UPON THE CAMPS DIVISIJN I~ ADMINISTERING 
THE NEEDS OF THIS COUNTRY, WE FEEL IT HIGHLY ESSENTIAL 
THAT A MEMBER OF THE STAFF OF THE CAMPS DIVISION, WHO 
UNDERSTANDS THE LANGUAGE ANO THC CUSTOMS OF THE PEOPLE 
AND ALSO UNDERSTANDS THE CAMP OPERATION, BE ASSIGNED TO 
THIS MISSION TO GATHER THE NECESSARY DATA WE WILL NEED 
IN OUR PLANNING. You ARE AWARE THAT ~E HAVE ·~ OUR 
Dl~ISION, OR. JAKOB SAPER, WHO IS A CITIZEN OF POLAND 
ANO /HO HAS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE COUNTRY, ITS 
LA~GUAGE 1 ITS PEOPLE, ITS ECONOMY AND ITS PROBLEMS. 
I nAVE IMPLICIT FAITH I~ HIS JUDGMENT, I~ HIS ABILITY 
TO UNDERSTAND THE ~ULTJPLICITY OF PROBLEMS ANO OF HIS 
COMPLETE LOYALTY TO UNRRA AND THE IOEALS FOR HIOH IT 
IS STRIVI, G. I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT DR. $APER BE 
THE REPRESENTATl~E OF THE CAMPS DIVISION I 
POSED MISSION• 

THE PRO-
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