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United Nations Secretary General 
New York 

Your Excellency, 
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Pursuant to my previous letters to you and in light of the unrelenting and 
systematic atrocities that continue to be perpetrated against the Syrian people, 
most recently exhibited in the Regime's brutal bombing and with Russian 
aircrafts of yet another school in Has, Idlib on October 26, 2016 resulting in the 
death of no less than 35 civilians the vast majority of whom were children, we call 
upon the international community and all UN bodies to take the necessary steps 
to cease recognizing the Syrian Regime as the legitimate representative of the 
Syrian people. Already, a number states have refused to recognize the Assad 
Regime as the legitimate representative of the Syrian people, citing Assad's use of 
brutal military force against his own people and systemic violations of human 
rights. 

You Excellency, 
The legal bases supporting the illegitimacy and pursuant need to remove the 
Assad Regime's UN credentials from every UN body are incontrovertible. First, 
the Assad regime no longer exercises effective control over large portions of Syria 
as evidenced by the large areas controlled by the Opposition or ceded to ISIS, as 
well as the loss of administrative control in territories where governing 
structures are no longer functional. 
Second, the Syrian Regime lacks any democratic legitimacy as evidenced by the 
sham presidential elections held in 2014 that blatantly violated international 
electoral standards of freedom, fairness, and transparency by precluding millions 
of Syrians from voting, instilling fear in the electorate, using coercive tactics 
during the elections, failing to adequately investigate or respond to numerous 
claims of voting irregularities, and systematically targeting and denying any 
opposition member the opportunity to run in presidential elections. 
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Third, and most critically, the Assad Regime has systematically violated the 
norms of international law and contravened the principles and purposes of the 
United Nations Charter through its perpetual perpetration of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. According to the fourth report of the UN-OPCW Joint 
Investigative Mechanism (JIM) presented to the UN Security Council on October 
27, 2016 by, in at least three cases the Assad Regime used chlorine gas against its 
own population and in five other cases the Regime may have done similarly. In 
total, the Syrian-American Medical Society estimates that 1,500 people have been 
killed an additional 14,000 injured by the Assad Regime's use of chemical 
weapons during the Syrian conflict. Apart from chemical weapons, other 
documented war crimes decried by numerous UN agencies, including the UNHRC 
and UNICEF, WFP, and WHO, among others include the vicious use of barrel 
bombs, widespread torture and execution of Syrian citizens both in and out of 
detention, laying siege upon civilian areas, destruction of culturally protected 
property, and rampant sexual violence and slavery. 

Your Excellency, 
In addition to these three core factors substantiating that the Assad Regime 
should not maintain its UN credentials and has indeed lost any legitimacy as the 
representative of Syrian people, there is abundant additional evidence that Syria, 
under Assad, continues to lose its characteristics as a legitimate state in 
accordance with the Montevideo Convention. Under Assad, Syria has lost a 
substantial percentage of its permanent population through massive refugee 
flows, the ISIS infiltration into Syria has called into question the defined territory 
of Syria, and Syria's capacity to engage in foreign relations has been severely 
diminished. Moreover, Assad has failed to uphold the Constitution of Syria. He 
has violently suppressed opposition groups and directly attacked the pluralistic 
society guaranteed by the Constitution. In doing so, he has also exacerbated an 
existential threat to Syria through the perpetuation of civil war. The violence and 
disregard for the rule of law perpetrated by the Assad government against the 
Syrian people represents a rejection of his constitutional obligations, and negates 
any domestic claim to legitimacy. 
Finally, the Assad Regime created a situation in Syria that has compromised 
international peace and security. Through human rights abuses, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, the displacement of millions of citizens, and constant 
warfare within the territory, Assad has failed to conserve peace in Syria and has 
perpetuated the spread of regional and international instability. 
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On the basis of the United Nations' previous resolutions, clear statements of the 
UN agencies regarding the Assad Regime's violations of these resolutions, and 
surmounting evidence regarding the Regime's commission of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, we write to you following up on our previous letter of 

}(,- o33!31 October 26, 2016 to inquire on behalf of the Syrian people how the Assad Regime 
can continue to be considered the legitimate representative of the Syrian people 
and firmly request that all UN bodies take the steps necessary to challenge and 
remove the Assad Regime's UN credentials and cease recognizing the Regime the 
as the legitimate representative of the Syrian people. 

Your Excellency, 
With the needs of the Syrian people and the immense difficulties before us at the 
forefront of our minds, we reiterate our commitment to a political solution to the 
Syrian conflict and to ensuring that the invaluable norms of human rights and 
international law are upheld in Syria. We look forward to your collaboration and 
assistance in pursuing, finally, an end to this long and violent conflict . 
With our highest regard and consideration. 

Dr. Riad Alhijab 
General Coordinator of the High Negotiations Commission 
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