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T H E S E C R E T A R Y - G E N E R A L

22 September 1999

Dear Toni,

Thank you very much for writing to me and telling me
about your project, 'A Brighter Tomorrow'. I was deeply
impressed by your creativity and your constructive compassion
for children in refugee camps'. With your own experience as a
refugee, you understand better than most people what they need.

We at the United Nations are campaigning hard to put an
end to the use of child soldiers, and to help us achieve that goal
I have appointed Under-Secretary-General Olara Otunnu as my
Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict.

Mr. Otunnu recently visited West Africa, including
Sierra Leone, to explore first-hand what we can do to help.
He would be delighted to meet you and a small group of your
colleagues, and to hear your suggestions as to how we can
finally put an end to this cruel and inhuman practice.
I recommend that you call him and arrange a meeting with him.
He can be reached on 212-963-3178. I will ask him to give you
a copy of the photograph which you requested.

With my best wishes ~ and keep up the good work!

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Toni Jones
Jamaica, NY

Kofi A. Annan



Note to Mr. Otunnu

Ms. Toni Jones

Please find attached copies of a self-explanatory letter to the Secretary-General from
Ms. Toni Jones and of his reply.

The Secretary-General was touched by Ms. Jones' story and would be most grateful if you
could receive her and her-colleagues. He hopes to be able to meet her briefly, and I would

T^appreciate it if you could coordinate your meeting with her with the Secretary-General's
Appointments Secretary, to ensure that the Secretary-General is in town and available at the
time. We will arrange for a photographer to be available to take a photograph of the group with
the Secretary-General.

We have not mentioned in the reply to Ms. Jones that the Secretary-General will try to see
her, so as not to disappoint her if it does not work out.

Thank you.

Elisabeth Lindenmayer
22 September 1999

cc: Ms. Assebe



87-50 167th Street
Apt. 7B
Jamaica, New York 11432

THE SECRETARY GENERAL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS
New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

The saddest sight to see is a small child standing dirty (sometimes naked) and all alone in a

refugee camp. I know this because I spent three years in the Waterloo Refugee Camp in Sierra Leone

after my family fled the civil wan in Liberian, where I was born. Some of the children cried all the

time and some of them would just stand and stare like they were wondering what had happened to

their world.

For this reason I started my own little project which I call "A Brightest Tomorrow" to collect

hygiene and educational materials for children in refugee camps.

My school, my church, and some organizations like Bloomingdale's (Department Store) and

the International Registries and Firestone Corp. are helping me to make other people aware of the

fact that there are children in refugee camps who need to know that there are people in the world who

care about them and think about them always.

; I am also trying to let the world know about child soldiers. I had a friend who was forced to

be a soldier. He went to fight and never came back.
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I am thirteen (13) years old and I am in the 8th grade at the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin

Mary School, in Jamaica, New York. Most of the children in my school are from third world

countries like me. Although I have only seen you on television and read about you in Times and
\\

Newsweek magazines, I think you really care about people. I would like to come to the U.N. and ||
i \

meet you in person. The little group of people who work with me on my project [most of them are ! |

Thirteen (13) years old like me], would you like to meet you too. We all think you are so cool!

Please write back and send a signed picture of yourself. Thanks in advance and I hope to

meet you soon.

Sincerely,

Toni Jones

"DARE TO HOPE FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW
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